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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
ICON him
PASSES:
Lee “Scratch” Perry, the monumental reggae singer,
in wishing
a
producer
and
studio
wizard
who pushed the boundaries of Jamaican music —
Happy Birthday.
and as a byproduct, rock, hip-hop and dance — with his explorations into
dub, has died at the age of 85. STORY INSIDE

See our ad on
Page 3

MEETING THE PRIME MINISTER: Equality Publisher Bhaskar Sharma
met earlier this week with Guyanese Prime Minister Brig. Mark Phillip, where the two
discussed Guyana’s ongoing drive to lure international investors and the role the newspaper might play in spreading news of the country’s development to the Diaspora.

KISSOON AND KISSOON
CHAMBERS
Your one stop shop for all
legal issues in Guyana

592-227-1182
(ask for RENNIE KISSOON )

SEE OUR AD ON BACK PAGE
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When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 2021

3

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 2021

4

EQUALITY NEWS

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Buying or selling real estate is a very important decision, probably the largest financial commitment you will ever make with a lasting impact on your life.
Whether you are purchasing for the first time or planning to sell your existing home, we will
help you navigate through the entire process as simply and stress free as possible to help
you achieve your goals.
We are well supported by a team of financial and legal experts, qualified home inspectors, appraisers and other professionals if needed. We are confident you will enjoy our professional
and enthusiastic style of doing business and our knowledge of the real estate market.

BAIN THOMPSON

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative
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Vaccine passports will be required
at public, private places in Ontario
From CTV News
Starting Sept. 22, proof of vaccination will be required at many non-essential businesses in Ontario, including
gyms and movie theatres, and will be
needed to dine indoors at restaurants
under the province’s new COVID-19
vaccine certificate program, government sources confirm to CTV News
Toronto.
According to the sources, a vaccine
certificate will not be required for retail
shopping, outdoor dining, workplaces,
banks or other essential services, but
those who intend to go to casinos, theatres, concerts, sporting events, and
other large, organized gatherings must
be fully vaccinated.
The provincial government is
working on an app that will combine
both identification and a proof-of-vaccination certificate for immunized Ontarians, sources confirm, adding that the
government intends to embed this data
into a personalized QR code, which will
be ready in October. A separate app is in
the works for businesses to be able to

verify the contents of the QR code,
which will also be unveiled in October.
It is unclear if the province plans to
provide any additional proof of vaccination to residents before Sept. 22, when
the policy comes into effect.
Premier Doug Ford made the announcement Wednesday, along with Ontario's health minister and chief medical
officer of health.
In recent days, Ford's cabinet has
met multiple times in an effort to hammer out the details of Ontario's vaccine
certificate program. Plans for vaccine
passports have already been rolled out
in multiple other Canadian provinces,
including British Columbia, Quebec,
and Manitoba.
In B.C., residents must have at
least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine
to access a number of non-essential settings as of Sept. 13 and two doses will
be needed as of Oct. 24.
About 83 per cent of Ontario residents 12 and older currently have at
least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine
and about 76 are fully immunized.
In the absence of government pol-

Doug Ford

icy, several businesses and sporting organizations in Ontario, including the
Blue Jays and Toronto FC, have taken it
upon themselves to require patrons to

produce proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test result to gain access
to their facilities.
Dr. Isaac Bogoch, an infectious
diseases specialist, told CP24 on
Wednesday that Ontario will likely see
vaccination rates climb following the
announcement.
"We will likely see a pretty reasonable jump in people booking their vaccines. We saw that in France, we saw
that in Quebec, we saw that in B.C. I
think we will probably see the same
thing in Ontario," he said.
"People who might have been sitting on the fence are going to say, 'Wow,
if I want to participate in non-essential
activities, go to non-essential businesses, like restaurants, like bars, like
concerts or whatever, I need a vaccine,
I'm going to go get one.'"
He noted that while vaccine passports are important, they are not "the solution to the pandemic. This helps create
a safer indoor space," he said. "This is
not the only thing that needs to be done.
This is one major policy decision that
can be taken to keep places open."

Two arrested in murder of Scarborough man
Two suspects are now in custody in connection with the murder of a man found dead inside
the trunk of a burning vehicle in Scarborough earlier this month.
Police say 40-year-old Toronto resident Johann Persaud was found dead inside a burning vehicle near Steeles Avenue East and Gordon
Murison Lane at around 6 a.m. on Aug. 14.
The body was discovered in the trunk after
the blaze was extinguished by firefighters.
An autopsy later revealed that the man had
been murdered prior to the fire but the exact cause
of death has not been released.
On Tuesday, police confirmed that 36-yearold Dennis Singh was arrested and charged with
second-degree murder in connection with the case.
A second suspect, identified by investigators
as 36-year-old Toronto resident Justin Sandassie,
surrendered to officers at 42 Division on Wednesday, police say.
He is also facing one count of second-degree
murder and is scheduled to appear in court later
today.
Police are asking anyone with additional information about the homicide to reach out and
contact investigators with the homicide unit.

Johann Persaud has been identified as the victim of murder in a car fire last month

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS
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The only way to do that is to take
the vaccine. Fighting it is fighting for
the right to die a painful death.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

great amount of time and effort has now been whether here or in other countries, are a gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
Dear Friends,
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years devoted to my own care in one of the very symptom of the breakdown in society and as sport, and drama to facilitate these discusago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of such we need radical steps to address social sions.
Surely now part of our conversation has
community. As we have no clergy in the course, the other major priority has been the issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari- safety of the school community. Our team at sharing now is the solution across George- got to be how do we address the social issues
Dear Editor,
Are we blind to the lesson to be learnt from the
ous fields of education. 21 years ago we Nations has been working tirelessly to ad- town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup- and definitely at the same time take the necmost prominent ‘anti’ master, Caleb Wallace, in the
started School of the Nations which began dress thatand regain the peace and compo- port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and vioIT is nothing short of remarkable that Guyana
US and leader of “Defenders against Mandates” has
with 5 children and has now grown to a com- sure we have had at Nations for more than students in Nations. I recently took a group lence. These activities have proven really
has accessed more vaccines, including the Pfizerjust died from COVID-19.
of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
BioNTech that has now opened the door to our being
PNCR Parliamentarian, Mervyn Williams is curThis violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
able to vaccinate children from ages 12 to 18, than all
rently hospitalised in a critical state and others like
London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
other Caribbean countries.
him, from this pandemic, having refused to be vacciUK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate in this
In fact, it is nothing short of exceptional that our
nated.
credited undergraduate and graduate pro- fuelled by social media where initial com- tantly to learn about social issues and what process to have had youth from the UK,
government has made it possible for our country to
Those of our people who continue to refuse to be
grammes. The School of Nations has been a ments by a handful students in Guyana has youth can do to address them. This has been Canada and other countries to help develop
get ahead of the curve and take us to herd immunity.
vaccinated must face the fact that they threaten the
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
It is also nothing short of shameful that yet large
vaccinated when employed alongside of them; that
graduates serve in important capacities in group of students in North American and Nations and indeed at our house on this re- this message is simply to explore one renumbers, almost 30 per cent of our people, are refusthey threaten the lives of those they sit next to in
sponse to the growing violence in our socigrew into aggressive and dangerous state- flective process.
Guyana and other part of the world.
ing to be vaccinated, and are organising against manrestaurants, in public transportation and places of enSeveral months ago , we started a weekly ety.
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
dated requirements for vaccination.
tertainment.
In the final analysis these challenges can
day when I was shot outside my home by very real dangers of social media which dra- programme with 6th Formers helping stuA shutdown of Region 10 is advertised against
In Canada, the unvaccinated cannot use any
what many people believe may be someone matically escalated to the shooting on Sun- dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to only be addressed by us all working together.
mandated vaccination.
form of public transportation.
Heartfelt greetings
from the Nations community. I was informed day night. So on the one hand we are now study material related to the purpose of life
It is appalling that the Guyana Public Service
It is time that the anti-vaccinated come to their
Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE
only yesterday that this news has reached the trying to look at the physical challenges to and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as
Union plans to challenge the legality of the lockout of
senses or be made to do so.
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charhas died was fully vaccinated. No one who has been
healthcare workers who are not vaccinated.
Yours sincerely,
safe for everyone. But the other challenge is acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana
such wanted to share this update.
fully vaccinated has died in our country from this
We have arrived at the point of 600 Guyanese
Kit Nascimento
Since one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
dreaded
yet
conquerable
disease.
dead from this pandemic, but not a single one who
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

Time for anti-vaxxers to behave responsibly
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Trudeau calls out 'anti-vaxxers'
for putting kids at risk
Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau
made an election campaign stop Tuesday
in Sudbury at the University of Sudbury,
located on the grounds of Laurentian
University. During his visit he pushed
back against about two dozen protesters
who were disrupting the event, saying
"they're wrong" for opposing COVID-19
vaccinations.
"The folks out there shouting — the
anti-vaxxers — they're wrong." Trudeau
said.
"They are putting at risk their own
kids, and they're putting at risk our kids
as well."
Trudeau told the crowd that a Liberal federal government would work
with provinces and territories that want
to create vaccination certification or vaccination passports for those who have
been immunized against COVID-19, "so
that everyone can be safe.
"Canadians made incredible sacrifices over the past year and a half."
The Liberal leader has been
plagued by protesters at recent campaign
stops ahead of the Sept. 20 election —
last week, an event in Bolton had to be
cancelled for security reasons.
But he's refused to back down on
his vaccination stand, and reiterated that
message Tuesday, saying: "People are
willing to do their part to get through this
pandemic and that's what we will do together."
Trudeau's stop was at the University of Sudbury, which was until recently
one of Laurentian's federated universi-

Anti-vax protestors greet Justin Trudeau during one of his recent campaign stops

ties. Laurentian declared financial insolvency on Feb. 1, and has had to severely
cut programs and staff as it works
through the restructuring under the Companies' Creditors Arrangement Act. During that process it also unilaterally cut
ties with its three federated universities.
His visit comes three days after a
campaign stop by NDP Leader Jagmeet
Singh, who criticized the Liberal government for not doing more to support

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

Laurentian.
In his address to media, Singh made
a commitment to immediately remove
the interest on federal student loans if
elected.
During his event Tuesday, Trudeau
said the Liberals would protect minority
language communities and ensure strong
francophone post-secondary institutions.
He said his party would invest $80
million per year for post-secondary in-

stitutions serving linguistic minorities
across Canada.
The Liberal leader was also in the
northern Ontario city to throw his support behind the two local Liberal candidates:
Marc Serre, the incumbent for
Nickel Belt.
Viviane Lapointe, the candidate for
the Sudbury riding.

Singh to target big
money ‘house-ﬂippers’
The NDP leader promised Tuesday to crack down on "big-money"
house-flippers by increasing the taxable amount of capital gains profits
from 50 to 75 per cent.
Jagmeet Singh made the announcement in Metro Vancouver, an
area where the New Democrats hope to
attract voters frustrated with housing
prices that have skyrocketed out of
reach of many middle-class families.
"One of the big problems that
we're seeing is that very wealthy investors are using the housing market
like a stock market," he said.
"And we want to tackle that. We
want to get big money out of housing."
He said his plan would target
wealthy speculators who buy affordable homes, renovate them quickly and
resell them for profit, while using what
he describes as the capital-gains loophole to not pay their "fair share" of
taxes.
The Liberals cut the capital-gains
inclusion rate to 50 per cent from 75
per cent in 2000. Leader Justin

Trudeau has refused to close the loophole even though it has a billion-dollar
price tag and 88 per cent of it goes to
the richest one per cent of Canadians,
Singh said.
A capital-gains tax is applied on
the sale of an investment asset, like a
stock share or real estate property, but
does not apply to a primary residence
and Singh said he has no plans to
change that.
The Liberals proposed last week
an anti-flipping tax on residential properties, requiring that such homes be
held for at least 12 months.
Singh criticized the proposal, saying it doesn't address the problem but
simply "pushes it down the road,"
adding, "That is not going to make a
difference."
He said money laundering has
also been driving up housing costs in
British Columbia, an issue that the
provincial government convened an inquiry to examine.
"We can also tackle that," Singh
said.
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Vaccines in schools coming next
month, says T&T minister
Education Minister Dr Nyan
Gadsby-Dolly says 25 per cent of pupils
between the ages of 12 and 18 years
have been vaccinated, according to the
latest data from the Health Ministry.
Speaking to the Express Monday at
the St Augustine Girls’ High School
(SAGHS), the minister said discussions
are under way with the Health Ministry
to have vaccines available at schools
from next month to ensure wider access
especially for those in the rural communities.
Gadsby-Dolly and Minister in the
Ministry of Education, Lisa Morris-Julian, were at SAGHS for the official
commissioning of the Jennifer Beckles
Performing Arts Centre and The Joanne

Mahadeo Science Block at the school.
Also in attendance was St Augustine MP
Khadijah Ameen.
Trinidad and Tobago Unified
Teachers Association (TTUTA) second
vice-president Kyrla Robertson said on
Sunday the Government’s plan to physically reopen schools for only fully vaccinated fourth, fifth and sixth form
pupils from October 1 would be a “logistical nightmare”.
Roberson cited the pressure for
teachers to juggle teaching upper level
pupils as well as lower form level ones,
Wi-Fi capabilities and logistical arrangements as some of her concerns.
On August 18, the Education Ministry began vaccinating children 12 and

18 years old, using the Pfizer-BioNTech
Covid-19 vaccine.
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
has said that fully vaccinated pupils from
forms four to six will be allowed to resume physical classes from October 1.
Questioned yesterday by the Express on TTUTA’s concerns, GadsbyDolly said more discussions are needed
as she pointed out that it will not be entirely new as earlier this year some students physically attended school.
“I think we need to work it out. The
topic of some students being in school,
some not being in school, that has been
discussed as you would remember when
students came out in February this year,
the same cohort of students came out and
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Dr Nyan Gadsby-Dolly

so schools would have had some experience with teachers who may be teaching
upper school as well as lower school so
I don’t think we are at ground zero on
that level, so it is something though that
must be carefully worked out or else it
can end up being a nightmare,” she said.
She assured there will be discussions with the stakeholders.
Asked what measures are being
taken by the ministry to reach children
and ensure they are vaccinated the minister said soon vaccines will be rolled out
in schools.
“Once school starts back we have
been in discussions with the Ministry of
Health to make vaccination available
within the schools. So we are working
out that now especially in rural areas
where you have children who may not
be travelling to the vaccination sites, at
least it will be available in their area for
them so we are discussing that now with
the Ministry of Health,” she said.
In her address, Gadsby-Dolly paid
tribute to SAGHS teacher Jennifer Beckles for the positive influence in her life.
She said the future of children lies
not only in online learning but also in the
“brick and mortar” physical structure of
the schools.
Gadsby-Dolly said there is hope
that the buildings, like the one commissioned yesterday, will be filled with the
sounds of pan.
She said what she had learned from
her teachers cannot be fully translated
via the online portal as she emphasised
the need for students to return to physical school.
Gadsby-Dolly said the Government
continues to invest hundreds of millions
of dollars every year to ensure there is
physical infrastructure for the children.
The minister said the ministry is
taking all steps to ensure online learning
is available to students through the distribution of laptops and Mi-Fi devices to
those who need them.
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Women get much-needed help
to start up small businesses
BEING out of a job for 18 months,
Charlene Grimmond lost hope, especially as she was busying herself trying
to make ends meet in the raging Coronavirus pandemic last year. But it was an
advertisement by the Ministry of Human
Services and Social Security that had a
life-changing effect.
Grimmond, a wife and mother of
two who also cares for foster children,
reflected on the experience recently during the launch of the country’s first ever
business incubator for women at the
Guyana Women Leadership Institute,
Cove and John, East Coast Demerara.
In moving remarks, Grimmond
spoke about the reason she was welcoming the new initiative, calling attention
to the remarkable vision demonstrated
by subject minister, Dr. Vindhya Persaud, who started the cottage industry
and allowed her to realise her dream of

becoming her own boss.
Even as Grimmond was a procurement officer for many years, she always
harboured the desire to start up her own
business; especially, embracing the
sewing skill that she had. So when Minister Persaud called for persons to sew
masks to supply various agencies, Grimmond took advantage of the muchneeded opportunity.
Thus came ‘Natasha’s Concepts’,
her small business that started right in
her living room. “I filled out an application, received a call from the ministry
and submitted as many masks as I
could.” It was as simple as that.
Grimmond later benefitted from
training by the ministry and said the information shared by Senior Training Officer, Sanjay Pooran, and others
significantly impacted her.
The Women’s Innovation and In-

Charlene Grimmond

vestment Network (WIIN), another
brainchild of Minister Persaud that was
launched recently, has also been helping
hundreds of women; training them in
various skills and providing them with
certified courses that are accredited.
Vanessa Mayers is a WIIN student
who also shared her experience at the
event, sharing that she wished her
course in care for the elderly had lasted
longer. “My experience was wonderful
and I enjoyed every moment,” she said.
Like Mayers, more than 500
women and girls have already been
training under the WIIN programme,
and more than 4,000 will receive their
training before the end of this year.
Once the training is completed, the
ministry wants the entrepreneurs to
make use of the incubator facility to
‘start up’ businesses with the skills they
would’ve acquired through WIIN.
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Guyana's #1 Jeweller
D&S Ramdeholl and Son Jewellery
Tel. 592-226-2415
WhatsApp. 592-658-3272
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
Follow on Instagram @ dsjewellery.gy

NOW AVAILABLE
Two remastered CDs of
classic songs from the Ghazal
Master Bhaskar Sharma

BHASKAR’S GEETS AND BHAJANS
The Music of Bhaskar Sharma
Remastered and brought to you by SHRI ANAND RAMBHAROSE (inset)
More info Bhaskar Sharma 647 216 2359 http://www.EqualityNews.ca

including the first classical music composed
and recorded outside of India.

For information or to purchase,
please call 647-216-2359 or visit
www.equalitynews.ca

FROM BHASKAR WITH LOVE
The Original Music of Bhaskar Sharma
The only CD of original ghazals composed and sung by any artist outside of India.
Remastered and brought to you by SHRI ANAND RAMBHAROSE (inset)
More info Bhaskar Sharma 647 216 2359 http://www.EqualityNews.ca
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Exxon spends $96.4 billion on Guyana
goods and services in 4 years
SINCE 2015, ExxonMobil Guyana
and its partners have spent an accumulated sum of $96.4 billion on procuring
goods and services from local companies. In a statement issued on Monday,
the oil company said that during the first
half of 2021 alone, it expended nearly
$19 billion on payment to more than 750
Guyanese vendors of goods and services
ranging from foodstuff to engineering.
“This has generated, either directly or indirectly, an economic impact of $23.1
billion,” the company said.
It explained that outreach to local
businesses continued through the ‘Centre for Local Business Development’,
with 141 electronic tender notifications
being issued to over 3,000 Guyanese
companies, as well as the mentoring of
seven Guyanese companies in an effort
to make them compliant in international
standards.
Added to that, ExxonMobil Guyana
also highlighted its record local-content
growth during the first half of 2021. The
company related that as of June 2021,
2,865 Guyanese were supporting the
company’s overall activities, representing 53 per cent of its total workforce.
ExxonMobil said that its Guyanese
workforce grew by 38 per cent between
June 2020 and June 2021. In June 2020,
the company had in its employ 2,070

Guyanese, and by June 2021, that figure
increased to 2,865. The company indicated, too, that the aforementioned figures included 568 women.
“More than 82,000 hours of training were provided to Guyanese staff
working on ExxonMobil Guyana activities, over 85 per cent of which were in
Professional, Technical and Craft, and
Trade training areas,” the company said
in its statement.
It added that despite the pandemicrelated challenges, ExxonMobil Guyana
and its prime contractors achieved continued growth in capacity building, and
opportunities for Guyanese during the
first half of 2021. “This was reflected in
the Half- Year 2021 Report, which was
recently submitted to the Ministry of
Natural Resources,” ExxonMobil said.
It was only recently that a United
Nations (UN) report highlighted that between 2018 and 2020, Guyana’s oil-andgas sector benefitted from investments
totalling US$3.5 billion. Oil production
began in 2020, generating growth of
43.5 per cent in Guyana’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP), while non-oil GDP
declined by 6.8 per cent in the wake of
the pandemic. The contribution of the
petroleum sector to Guyana’s development is also evidenced by Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) inflows, which have

ExxonMobil Guyana’s President,
Alistair Routledge

been averaging US$1.2 billion since
2018, juxtaposed with an average of
US$200 million per year, between 2000
and 2017.

“Most of those investment flows
are destined for the energy sector, which
absorbed 98 per cent of the FDI entering
the country in 2020,” the UN Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) report stated. It explained that in addition to the direct investments, Guyana also benefitted from
economic injections for the provision of
a myriad of support services from local
companies.
At the weekend, a Caribbean Quarterly Bulletin published by the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB)
said that Guyana’s total export earnings
are expected to shoot up to US$8 billion
by 2024, with the petroleum sector being
the primary income earner.
The report, titled, ‘The Fragile Path
to Recovery’, projected that the country’s petroleum earnings will reach
US$5.5 billion by 2024.
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
Ajaz Khan - reportedly facing serious charges
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Neglect cited as multi-million dollar
water taxi sinks in T&T
Questions are being asked as to
why the Carnival Runner, one of T&T’s
41-metre high-speed passenger catamaran ferries, was allowed to deteriorate to
the extent that it started taking in water
yesterday while anchored at the San Fernando Harbour.
The under-utilised ferry was one of
four purchased by the National Infrastructure Development Company in August 2010 from Global Shipbuilder
Austal to facilitate transportation between Port-of-Spain to San Fernando.
While investigations are ongoing as
to why the vessel started to sink,
NIDCO’s chairman Herbert George denied a fire in the hull was the cause of
the problems.
Residents of Embaccadere, San
Fernando said that people would board
the ferry to smoke marijuana and that
they saw a fire.
However, George vehemently denied that the engine room had been engulfed before the passenger ship started
sinking.
“The vessel was taking in water and
it is being pumped out. We are there
doing that with Fire Services. Until that

The Carnival Runner sinking at its berth in Trinidad

is completed so we can go down and
look at the hull to determine whether it
is a weak spot in the hull due to wear and
tear. There is no new information I can
give at this time. It is taking on a whole
lot of water and it’s being pumped out,”
George said.
He added, “There was absolutely
no fire in any part of that vessel. It was

anchored and it’s one of the vessels that
has not been in regular service. I don’t
know what she saw. There was no fire.”
But MP for Pointe-a-Pierre David
Lee questioned why the vessel was left
unmaintained and neglected for so long.
TV footage showed that plywood had
been used to barricade the windows of
the ferry. Moss was also seen on the ves-

sel which appeared to be in a state of
neglect.
“The rate at which this multi-million dollar vessel was sinking suggests
that the vessel encountered a major problem with its hull or some other related
issue. However, problems such as these
are usually detected through proper,
timely and adequate maintenance,” Lee
said.
He added, “Given that each year
this Minister is allocated millions of dollars for the maintenance of these vessels,
he must now tell the population when
last this vessel was placed in the dry
dock for repair.”
Lee called on Sinanan to say when
the vessel was sufficiently inspected for
safety measures.
“We have seen in the video that
some of the glass windows of the vessel
have been replaced by plywood, highlighting the possible neglect of the vessel. This matter must not be taken lightly
or swept under the carpet as is the norm
of this administration because had this
occurred while in use or with passengers
onboard, lives could have been lost,” he
added.

ReMax to open Guyana ofﬁce
RE/MAX, one of the world’s leading franchisors in the real estate industry
is scheduled to come to Guyana within
the next two months. Founded in 1973,
it currently has an office presence in
more countries than any other real estate
brands, operating in over 110 countries.
They include the bordering neighbours
to Guyana – Brazil, Venezuela and Suriname, each of which has a RE/MAX
presence; Brazil alone has over 500 offices. Until now, Guyana was the only
South American country without a
RE/MAX franchise.
RE/MAX is distinguished by the
largest market share in the world measured through volume of real estate transactions. It has achieved this distinction
through its strength in being a fierce
competitor for the best agents; their
numbers now approximating 140,000.
Fitting the RE/MAX agent profile
for hard work, popular Toronto Community Realtor Shiv Misir along with two
partners have just now entered into a
Master Franchise agreement with
RE/MAX International to conduct real
estate operations in Guyana. Of the two
partners, Heeralall Naraine one – an established and successful entrepreneur
who resides in Guyana – is taking on responsibility of handling local operations
for the franchise.

Shiv Misir — opening franchise

According to a press release by the
new franchise holders, Misir is being
touted as having 33 years in real estate
of which 25 plus years included working
with RE/MAX as a broker in the residential and commercial fields in Canada.
Living in Canada since leaving
Guyana forty years ago, Misir is said to
have kept in close touch with the affairs
in his homeland. Through these years, he
was a constant visitor to the country,
where he recognised the need for an or-

ganised, reputable real estate brand such
as RE/MAX.
According to the statement, Misir
was driven to leverage his vast real estate skills into the service of his former
homeland, by a desire to help in its
progress. After many years of analysis of
the varying factors, the timing for this
venture was now opportune.
Further, the statement pointed out
that the large Guyanese expatriate community in Canada and USA currently
surpasses Guyana’s entire local population.
Many of these expatriates recognising the business and investment opportunities arising out of the recent oil boom
are seeking to return. With the concomitant influx of international brand name
hotels, Fortune 500 regional head office,
investment firms, etc., there will be
many seeking to do business and establish a footing in Guyana.
At the local level, subdivisions,
housing projects, all commercial and
residential real estate going up can gain
through this franchise, an international
network through which to tag, access
and attract international clientele into the
country.
Possessing a wealth of natural resources, minerals, forestry capabilities
and agriculture, in addition to oil and

gas, Guyana also gets worldwide attention for ecotourism and majestic waterfalls.
RE/MAX setting foot in the country offers world class real estate professional services; in addition to a customer
service backed by state of the art technology and constant innovation which
combined will perpetuate their over 45
years track record in excellent customer
service delivery.
Thus, the franchising foray in
Guyana led by Misir with his team of established professionals is both timely
and fitting.
In terms of timing, the Master Franchise office will be established by the
end of September 2021 in the capital city
of Georgetown. In the meantime, there
are opportunities opening for potential
franchisees, or for buying and selling
real estate. To date, a number of people
have already expressed interest in the
opportunity to own a franchise.
With the expansion of housing into
suburban areas and in line with government projection on future development
in the country, there will be further opportunities in the expanding regions to
own franchises to meet the growing
needs. To find out more, contact Shiv
Misir at 416-275-7911, WhatsApp, or
email at smisir@rogers.com.
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Non-stop interest in Guyana at
Offshore Technology Conference
Guyana’s Chief Investment Officer,
Dr. Peter Ramsaroop, recently told journalists that the country was the ‘showcase’ of the Offshore Technology
Conference (OTC) which was held in
Houston, Texas, from August 16-19.
Dr. Ramsaroop noted that the
keynote speeches delivered by Guyana’s
Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, on
the oil industry and the environment,
were well received.
He further stated that since the oil
and gas industry was a key point of interest at the conference, Guyana was
able to take advantage of that excitement
and use it to market other sectors. Hence,
the GO-Invest Head said all sectors were
fairly well represented.
He lauded the presence of the private sector there too.
“I applaud the private sector for
promoting Guyana. They went in their
numbers and spent good money to be
there, but I think the fruits of their labour
will see a lot of new interest and joint
ventures coming into Guyana.”
The investment czar spoke glowingly of the interest shown by investors,
making particular recollections of agri-

GoInvest’s Dr Peter Ramsaroop and VP Jagdeo at the Guyana booth

culture and business process outsourcing
(BPO).
Expounding in this regard, Dr.
Ramsaroop reported witnessing many
memoranda of understanding (MoUs)

being signed between local private sector representatives and foreign investors.
One such agreement he referenced
was signed between Gaico Construction
and General Services Inc. and two

American companies, Myer Marine
Services and Hargrove EPC. They
signed a MoU for partnership on technology and skills transfers.
Ramsaroop said too, that there are
some unofficial agreements still in the
discussion stages. In this regard, he said,
“Those are coming through our office.
We are looking at the investment tax
regime that may be available for joint
ventures. And one of the things we do
promote out of our office to any foreign
company coming in, you know, the first
question I ask, which local company
you’re working with? You know, what
are the types of jobs that (you’re) gonna
hire (persons for)?”
On this note, Dr. Ramsaroop said,
the government is determined to ensure
local content is at the forefront of all deliberations.
“We want to make sure that our
local businesses get a first shot at anything, and a lot of technology transfers
need to happen with some of the larger
companies. Our private sector has
agreed to really work with these companies to expand their operations.”

CRIME & COURTS

Pandit killed after admonishing drunk men
Following his efforts to ward off
a group of men who were imbibing
and behaving in a disorderly fashion
in front of his home, a Hindu priest
and joiner of Crabwood Creek, lost
his life after the said men struck him
to death with pieces of wood.
Dead is Rishi Bharrat called
‘Haribole, of Lot 10, Grant 1806
Crabwood Creek, Upper Corentyne,
Berbice.
Bharrat ventured out of his home
at approximately 22:15 hrs. on Saturday to confront the men who were imbibing opposite his home on a bridge.
The 60-year-old had gone there after
the men were using indecent language
and behaving in a disorderly manner.
However, things got out of hand
as an argument erupted and the group
of men armed themselves with pieces
of wood and battered Bharrat until he
was no longer moving. His family,
who was in the house, heard the commotion left their home to investigate.
It was then that they saw Bharrat’s
lifeless body on the ground. He was

immediately picked up and rushed to
the Skeldon Hospital where he was
pronounced dead on arrival.
The wife of the deceased, Jasma
Bharrat told this publication that
Bharrat had earlier in the night, cautioned the men through his window
about their disorderly behaviour, and
peacefully asked them to desist and go
elsewhere. The widow related that the
men only continued their verbal abuse
as they insulted him and the women
living in the household. The grieving
woman said Bharrat had called the police but “after he called the police and
the police didn’t come he probably
went out thinking talking to them
would help.”
She added that there was an argument when he confronted the men,
and based on the information provided
to her by her son, one of the men dealt
her husband a lash to his body. “When
he fell on the ground the rest came,
maybe he wasn’t unconscious but he
fell and he could not help himself and
then the rest came.”

According to the wife, police
ranks had said they would come to the
scene but they never showed up.
The woman who could hardly
hold back her tears divulged that it is
a regular occurrence for the men to
gather opposite their home and imbibe, oftentimes playing loud music
and hurling insults at them.
“This is a regular thing they go
on with, they normally gather there,
sit on the ground and on the bridge
and drink, he would normally go out
and try to clear them off and we had
contacted the police several times in
the past and they showed up, but the
men always keep coming back and
threatening him and my daughters and
me, that they would double bank him
and kill him, rape them girls or burn
the house down”, she disclosed.
Bharrat leaves behind his wife,
four children and a community that
respected him.
Meanwhile, senior officers from
the division yesterday paid a visit to
the family and offered their condo-

Killed: Pandit Rishi Bharrat

lences. Additionally, the Guyana
Hindu Dharmic Sabha issued a statement expressing sympathy for the
death of Bharrat who gave his life in
service to the Hindu society.
Investigations into the tragic incident are ongoing.
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Only 92 of 938 Guyana schools
to re-open next week
With the reopening of schools set
for September 6, 92 out of some 938
public schools across the country, are
scheduled to reopen their doors for full
face-to-face learning, while the remaining 846 are slated to reopen on a rotational basis.
The reopening of schools was on
Friday announced by senior officials of
the Ministry of Education during a press
briefing at the National Centre for Educational
Resource
Development
(NCERD).
Announcing the reopening of
schools at the Nursery level, was the Assistant Chief Education Officer (CEO) of
the Ministry of Education, Samatha
Williams, who stated “41 of our 348
nursery schools will open their doors to
full face-to-face engagement for learners, while the other 307 will operate on
a rotation system. This rotation system
will see Year One and Year Two learners
attending schools on different days.”
To facilitate the opening of nursery
schools, Williams said each school was
guided and encouraged to prepare individualized operational plans which contained the availability of space, the
number of students and teaching staff.
For the nursery level, students will
be at schools for no less than four hours
per week. There will also be no less than
five children for a teacher, and this is to
ensure adequate supervision of children.
Each student too, will receive a homebased package provided by the Ministry
which includes crayons, pencils, build-

Assistant Chief Education Officer Samantha Williams

ing blocks, wooden puzzles, flashcards,
exercise books and activity books among
other items.
Lastly, Williams concluded that
school’s administration are encouraged
that a robust sanitization plan be in place
to ensure a clean environment for all students, and that parents are asked to talk
with their children on how to maintain
and practice all COVID-19 protocols
during this time.
Meanwhile, the Chief Education
Officer (CEO) of the Ministry, Dr. Marcel Hutson who rolled out the plans for
the primary level, explained that for the
new academic year 2021/2022, “44 of
our primary schools across the country
will be reopening fully, and that is fun-

damentally based on space that they actually have to accommodate our children
observing the COVID-19 protocols…
While another 413 which includes nine
annexes will be operating on a rotational
basis.”
For students who are in Grade Six,
Dr. Hutson noted, that given that they are
in examinations classes, they will be attending schools every day of the week.
He added that the National Grade Six
Assessment (NGSA) is scheduled to
write sometime in July 2022, and students will be tested on the concept on the
consolidated curriculum.
According to the CEO, the Grades
Two, Four and Nine assessment will not
be written in the new academic year be-

cause “our students have not been exposed to the way we would like them to
be exposed. So it might not be a logical
thing to have those examinations executed at this point in time.”
Further, at the secondary level,
schools will be reopening for face-toface learning based on the rollout of the
vaccination campaign.
Last Thursday, the Education Ministry in collaboration with the Ministry
of Health launched its vaccine programme for children 12 to 17 years who
will be receiving the US-made Pfizer
vaccine.
Assistant CEO with responsibility
for Secondary schools, Jane-Ann Gonsalves said that seven schools across the
country will reopened its doors for all
level, while the remaining 126 schools
will be operating on a rotational basis.
To this end, Gonsalves explained
that “there are individualized plans
which were crafted by the school’s administration in collaboration with their
PTA and the Regional Democratic Council. At the secondary level, two modalities will be utilized for the reopening of
schools which vary across the country
and across regions based on the school’s
location, capacity, enrollment and the
number of teachers and the teaching
staff.” She concluded that it is compulsory for students in Grades Nine to 13 to
attend school for face-t-face learning to
facilitate the completion of their examinations curriculum and their SchoolBased Assessment (SBA).

Jagdeo to lead team to COP26
Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo,
who is often referred to as the “Champion of the Earth”, will be leading a
high-level delegation to the high-anticipated 26th United Nations Conference
on Climate Change in Scotland this November. This is according to the Minister
of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat.
“We know that we are a small country but we have been contributing towards keeping down emissions,” Bharrat
said on Wednesday at the Guyana
Forestry Commission’s (GFC) office in
Georgetown; “On our front, we want to
ensure that we preserve our forests. As a
matter of fact, a high-level delegation
that will be headed by the Vice President
will be attending COP26 to discuss climate change in the United Kingdom.”
Meanwhile, the British High Commissioner and Her Majesty’s non-resident Ambassador to the Republic of
Suriname Jane Miller spoke of the importance of COP26. She also said on
Wednesday that not only will the discussion about this hallmark event be on climate change, but also on resilience and
adaption.

“You don’t need me to tell you; you
have seen across the world the impact of
climate change – whether it be floods,
fires, or more intent storms – these are
things that are going to become a norm
unless we do something active about
that. We hope that the climate change
conference at the end of the year will
bring some resolve across the entire
planet to do some climate change mitigation,” the British High Commission
said.
COP stands for “Conference of the
Parties”, which are the signatories of the
United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) – a
treaty agreed in 1994 which has 197 Parties (196 countries and the EU).
United Nations climate change conferences are among the largest international meetings in the world. The
negotiations between governments are
complex, and involve officials from
every country in the world as well as
representatives from civil society and the
global news media.
Activity at a COP takes place in two
different zones – the Blue Zone and the

Bharrat Jagdeo

Green Zone.
The Blue Zone is for people registered with the United Nations body
tasked with coordinating the global response to the threat of climate change. In

the Blue Zone delegates from countries
meet for both formal negotiations and informal consultations.
Participants may also take part in
meetings with other delegations to clarify their position and interests with the
aim of reaching an agreement or overcoming a negotiating deadlock. The UNFCCC will also host a range of events,
including technical briefings, to support
the negotiations process.
The Green Zone is for the general
public where there will be a wide range
of events, including workshops, art exhibitions, and installations, as well as
presentations, demonstrations of technology, and musical performances for
participants to attend.
The conference was rescheduled
from the initial November 2020 date due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Notably, the Vice President will be
leading a delegation to Suriname before
COP26 to discuss with Guyana’s counterparts in identifying a common strategy in dealing with climate change and
the environment.
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Suriname court upholds 20
year sentence for Bourterse
The Court Martial of Suriname on
Monday confirmed the 20-year jail sentence that had been imposed on former
Suriname President Desi Bouterse for
the murder of 15 people while he had
ruled the Dutch-speaking Caribbean
Community (Caricom) country as a
military ruler in 1982.
Bouterse, who lost the last presidential election here last year, was not
present in court but his attorney, Arjan
Ramlakhan, has already indicated that
he will be appealing the ruling.
In November 2019 the military
sentenced Bouterse to 20 years in
prison for his involvement in the 1982
murders of 15 political opponents of his
then military government. The trial had
been going on for several years and in
a lengthy verdict the court did not order
the detention of Bouterse, who was
then on an official visit to China.
The prosecution had asked for a
20-year jail term and the court ruling
took over four hours to deliver.
In 2018 the Bouterse's lawyer had
asked the military court to acquit his
client, after brandishing the victims as
“traitors”.
In 2017, Bouterse along with 23
co-defendants appeared in the military
court after the Court of Justice had earlier rejected a motion to stop the trial.
The former military officers and civil-

Former Suriname President Desi Bourterse will spend the next 20 years in
prison for the murder of 15 people

ians had been charged with the December 8, 1982 murders of the 15 men who
included journalists, military officers,

union leaders, lawyers, businessmen
and university lecturers.
Attorney Hugo Essed said Mon-

day that the Court Martial had referred
to the “improper use of the legal remedy” and that while both the military
prosecutor and the defence persisted
with previous testimonies and statements, Bouterse invoked his right to remain silent.
“Nevertheless, the Court Martial
has ruled that there is every reason to
confirm the judgment in absentia, pronounced on November 29, 2019. As a
result, the handling of the case in opposition has now been closed,” said
Essed.
Both the defence and the military
prosecutor can appeal against the ruling
within a 14-day period and Essed said
he also expects that Bouterse will invoke his right to remain silent in the appeal, just as he has been doing.
On Monday, a small group of National Democratic Party (NDP) supporters gathered in the vicinity of the
courthouse, shouting “Bouterse is not
going anywhere,” and “We want
Bouta.”
Earlier, NDP spokesman Ricardo
Panka, in a statement, called on members and supporters to “keep all calm
and coolness”. Media reports here said
that several army units, including the
air force, had been placed on standby to
support the police as part of 'Operation
Alertness'.

Teacher dies from Covid 2 days after denying he was dead
Two days after Daniel Wisdom
took to IG Live to quash rumours that he
had died from COVID-19, he lost his
battle with the disease.
The death of the Jamaican educator
and businessman is just the latest in a
string of deaths of well-known individuals from Westmoreland. Many who had
seen his broadcast from his hospital bed
had been holding out hope that the man,
who many knew as Wiz, would survive.
“As you can see, I'm under the
COVID. Wiz deh bout same way, yeah
man mi a work pon it,” he assured during the broadcast on Monday, as he adjusted his oxygen mask. “Suh fi all a di
people dem weh seh me drop out, nuh
listen to dem; a nuh suh God work.”
He also pleaded for those watching
to add their prayers to his, so he would
have a speedy recovery.
“Mi need all the prayers mi can get,
mi a guh beat it,” added a confident Wisdom whose 50th birthday was three
weeks ago. He died on Wednesday.
His friend Latoya McDonald is distraught. After seeing the number of
deaths climbing, she and other family
members got vaccinated on Sunday.
“Too many people around me
dying, it's crazy here,” she said.
Wisdom, she said, would be
missed. She often printed her work at his
shop, Wiz World, and he often encour-

Music pioneer
Lee Scratch
passes on

Daniel Wisdom — took to Instagram to deny his death

aged her to be a graphic designer, she
said.
For Caydonia Young, one of Wisdom's past students, she will remember
him as the best information technology
teacher she has ever had.
“Wisdom was a very quiet and
jovial individual. He was instrumental in
teaching me at the Petersfield High
School,” said Young.
He would encourage his students to
do their best, at any given task, she said,
adding that he will be missed.

Westmoreland continues to be one
of the parishes hardest hit by the novel
coronavirus pandemic. According to
health ministry data, in the 24-hour period leading up to August 24, it had the
second-highest number of new cases,
only five less than Kingston and St Andrew's 80.
Meanwhile, between August 21 and
23, Westmoreland tied with St James, at
four, for the highest number of COVID19-related deaths in the country.

LEE “Scratch” Perry, the enigmatic producer/artiste whose cuttingedge music helped make reggae a
global brand, died in the Noel
Holmes Hospital in Lucea, Hanover,
on August 29. He was 85.
Perry, who also has a home in
Switzerland, was ailing for some
time. No cause of death was given.
Entertainment and Culture Minister Olivia “Babsy” Grange, who
had been in touch with his family,
confirmed the pioneer producer's
passing.
“I've been in touch with his
widow, Mirelle, and, as you can
imagine, she is obviously distraught
by her husband's death. She's griefstricken,” Grange said on Monday.
Perry was rushed to the Noel
Holmes Hospital where he was pronounced dead.
Singer Boris Gardiner, who
played on several hit songs produced
by Perry, hailed him as a pioneer.
He recalled first meeting Perry
when he (Perry) worked at legendary
producer Clement “Coxson” Dodd's
pressing plant in 1969.
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US, UK groups urged Jamaica
to use Ivermectin for Covid
Almost a month before Health and
Wellness Minister Dr Christopher Tufton
signed the import permit to allow stocks
of Ivermectin into Jamaica, two foreign
medical research groups wrote the Jamaican Government urging use of the
anti-parasitic drug to treat COVID-19.
The Evidence-Based Medicine
Consultancy Ltd (E-BMC Ltd) and
Frontline COVID Critical Care Alliance
(FLCCC), in a letter dated June 30 to
Prime Minister Andrew Holness, Dr
Tufton, and Chief Medical Officer Dr
Jacquiline Bisasor-McKenzie, had urged
the Jamaican Government to urgently include Ivermectin in its arsenal for combating potential future surges of the
virus.
Describing Ivermectin is a safe
medicine which has been used for nearly
40 years to treat parasitic infections, the
groups said “new evidence shows that it
has potent antiviral and anti-inflammatory properties as well”.
In the letter, E-BMC Ltd introduced
itself as “a UK-based independent medical research company that contributes to
the quality of health care globally
through the rigorous evaluation of medical evidence to support clinical practice
guidelines”. At the same time, FLCCC

Alliance explained that it is “a US-based
non-profit humanitarian organisation
made up of renowned, world-expert clinician-researchers whose sole mission
over the past year has been to develop
and disseminate the most effective treatment protocols for COVID-19”.
Both entities said that they had been
working together to encourage governments around the world to adopt repurposed existing drugs for the early
treatment of COVID-19.
E-BMC said that in February it had
presented the evidence on Ivermectin to
the British Ivermectin Recommendation
Development (BiRD) panel — a group
that includes researchers and doctors
from around the world who have been
seeking effective treatments to combat
the pandemic.
“The BiRD panel deliberated on the
evidence for the use of Ivermectin
against COVID-19, resulting in a recommendation in favour of Ivermectin as a
COVID-19 front-line therapy,” the
groups said.
They also said that recently, a team
of experts led by Dr Tess Lawrie from
BiRD, conducted a systematic review
and meta-analysis on Ivermectin for
COVID-19, the gold standard of evi-

Worm medication Ivermectin

dence, that has been published in the
peer reviewed American Journal of Therapeutics.
“This review concludes that, based
on moderate certainty evidence, the use
of Ivermectin results in substantial reductions in COVID-19-related deaths
and infection,” the entities wrote.

Late July, after months of lobbying
by Jamaican doctors to allow for the importation of Ivermectin for use in the
treatment of COVID-19, the health and
wellness ministry announced that Tufton
had signed the import permit for Ivermectin, but pointed out that the drug will
not be used in the public health sector as
the ministry is insisting that there is not
enough information to recommend the
drug for treating COVID-19, and is
awaiting the results of larger trials to
guide treatment and public health policy.
Tufton also said that, while Ivermectin is not being offered in the public
health-care system, doctors and patients
can decide how they choose to use it.
Additionally, the World Health Organisation has said the current evidence
on the use of Ivermectin to treat COVID19 patients is inconclusive.
The BiRD and FLCCC explained in
their letter that they had recommend
Ivermectin for treatment of COVID-19
in early out-patient disease at a dose of
0.2 mg/kg – 0.4 mg/kg and for later
phase, hospital patients 0.4 mg – 0.6
mg/kg.
“In each phase, the higher dose
range should be used in more severe illness,” the said.

99% of Covid patients in Western JA unvaccinated
A whopping 99 per cent of
COVID-19 patients admitted to the
four public hospitals in western Jamaica in the last three weeks were not
vaccinated, according to Dr Delroy
Fray, clinical coordinator for the Western Regional Health Authority
(WRHA).
“Of all the patients… hospitalised
[with COVID], 99 per cent of them
were not vaccinated. So all the COVID
deaths are predominantly unvaccinated
so far,” he said on Monday.
This covers patients at Cornwall
Regional Hospital in St James, Noel
Holmes Hospital in Hanover, Falmouth
Hospital in Trelawny, and Savanna-laMar Public General Hospital in Westmoreland. These hospitals are under
the remit of the WRHA.
As with other medical facilities
across the country, the locations in the
west are well over capacity, and the
numbers keep climbing. On Sunday,
Cornwall Regional had 93 positive
cases, with 27 awaiting results. In
Westmoreland, it was a similar situation with Savanna-la-Mar hospital having 56 confirmed cases and 36 awaiting
results.

With the current strain on the
health facilities, Dr Fray has once
again encouraged everyone to get vaccinated.
“The science is very clear. Everybody who gets the opportunity to be
vaccinated must take it and you must
make an effort to go and do it,” he
urged. “The risk of vaccination is minimal compared to the adverse effects of
COVID. And even when you are vaccinated, we still ask that you maintain the
protocols that we have been preaching
from last March up until now. That is

Clinical coordinator for the WRHA
Dr Delroy Fray

the way that we are going to rise above
this infection and get back to some normality in this country,” he said.
The overwhelming number of patients admitted are unable to breathe
properly on their own, and this has
placed a strain on the hospitals' supply
of medical oxygen, a problem replicated in other facilities across the country.
The WRHA-managed locations
were among those that had their supplies of the precious commodity replenished Monday.

Prisoners say no to vaccine
More than 70 per cent of the inmates in the island's
penal system have refused to take the COVID-19 vaccine
despite repeated offers from the Department of Correctional Services (DCS) for them to be vaccinated.
Vaccines have been allocated for all adult prisoners,
but several have indicated that they are not interested.
Minister without portfolio in the Ministry of National
Security Matthew Samuda, who has responsibility for the
correctional services, yesterday told the Observer that just
about 10 per cent of the prisoners have so far been vaccinated.
“We have upcoming vaccination exercises in our facilities to try to increase our numbers; however, there is a significant level of hesitancy among the inmate population,”

said Samuda.
“Efforts are under way through public education to reduce that hesitancy,” Samuda added.
He underscored that the DCS has secured enough vaccines for inmates at every one of Jamaica's adult correctional institutions, and noted that any prisoner who wants
to be vaccinated can get the jab in a minute.
Samuda also said that now that the Pfizer vaccine has
become available for children 12 years and older in Jamaica, the DCS will be engaging the parents and guardians
of the approximately 300 juveniles in its care to have them
vaccinated. Up to last Thursday, which is the last update on
the DCS COVID-19 dashboard, just over 200 prison inmates had tested positive for the virus, with five fatalities.
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Patriots unbeaten after win
over Guyana Amazon Warriors
A 72-RUN fourth-wicket partnership from Sherfane Rutherford (59 not
out) and captain Dwayne Bravo (22) set
the stage for St Kitts/Nevis Patriots to
secure a six-wicket win over Guyana
Amazon Warriors in the 2021
Caribbean Premier League (CPL) T20
tournament on Sunday.
This win for hosts Patriots at
Warner Park, Basseterre, St Kitts saw
them maintain an unblemished record
thus far of three wins in as many
matches. They remain atop the CPL
standings on six points; their best start
to the campaign since they replaced Antigua Hawksbills in 2015.
Batting first, the Warriors got off to
a flying start as veteran Pakistan batsman Mohammad Hafeez quickly got off
the mark by sweeping through square
leg for an opening boundary. Opening
partner Chanderpaul Hemraj played
cautiously but closed off the second
over by cutting through backward point
for four off fast bowler Paul Van Meekeren.
Hafeez then cracked Van Meekeren for a maximum before Hemraj
pulled through mid-wicket and then cut
through point to secure back-to-back
boundaries off Dominic Drakes.
However, left-arm Fabian Allen removed Hemraj with the score on 47
after 6.3 overs. Hafeez and West Indies
batsman Shimron Hetmyer then turned
the tables on Allen in the ninth over as

Dwayne Bravo of St Kitts/Nevis Patriots pulls a ball for a six

the duo hit him for one four each.
A change of bowling attack saw
leg-spinner Fawad Ahmed and medium
pacer Bravo enter but neither reaped
dividends from their opening two overs.
Allen returned and Hetmyer took a
liking to the Jamaican as he smashed 16,
inclusive of two fours and a six, from
the 15th over. The left-hander then hit
Bravo for a maximum towards long off
while Hafeez continued to pile on the

runs.
Meereken’s return to the attack
saw him hit for four off his second ball
courtesy Hetmyer. However, he was
able to make the breakthrough and have
both Hetmyer (52) and Hafeez (70)
caught out in consecutive balls of the
18th over (148/3).
Brandon King and captain
Nicholas Pooran completed the innings
and got to 166 for three after 20 overs.

In their turn at the crease, Patriots
openers Devon Thomas and Evin Lewis
played smartly until they got to 69 when
Lewis fell for 30. The WI white-ball
opener hit two sixes and two fours but
was dismissed by evergreen leg-spinner
Imran Tahir.
Pakistan batsman Asif Ali didn’t
last long as he was caught behind by
Anthony Bramble off pacer Odean
Smith (73/2). Four runs later, Tahir
struck again, bowling Thomas for a
well-played 31 from 29 balls which entailed four fours (77/3).
In came Bravo, who steadied the
innings with Rutherford to lead the Patriots closer to victory. The pair played
patiently, running between the wickets
and punishing bad deliveries. Bravo’s
knock off 22 from 20 balls was made up
of one six and two fours.
The former Trinbago Knight Riders skipper was dismissed with just nine
balls to go, caught by Warriors skipper
Pooran off Naveen Ul Haq (149/4).
With 17 runs needed for victory,
Rutherford belted Ul Haq for back-toback sixes and hit a single to bring Allen
up to strike. Needing four run from four
balls, Allen top-edged Smith to fine leg
for four and handed the Patriots a wellearned win.
For his heroics with the bat,
Rutherford captured the man of the
match honours.

Walsh hoping for more team consistency
WEST INDIES Women cricket
team coach Courtney Walsh is hoping
for more consistency from his squad,
as they take on South Africa in eight
limited-overs internationals in Antigua, starting on Tuesday.
The T20 Internationals will be
contested at the Sir Vivian Richards
Stadium, North Sound on Tuesday (2
pm), Thursday (2 pm) and Saturday
(6.30 pm).
The first three One Day Internationals will be staged at the Coolidge
Cricket Ground, Coolidge on September 7, 10 and 13, with the other two
ODIs at the Sir Vivian Richards Stadium on September 16 and 19.
However, up to press time on
Monday, there was no announcement
of the West Indies squad for the South
Africa series by Cricket West Indies
(CWI).
The West Indies entertained Pakistan in June and July, in Antigua, and
the hosts swept the three-game T20
series and claimed the ODI series 3-2.
South Africa are coming off a pair of
victories over hosts India (4-1 in the
ODI series and 2-1 in the T20 series)
in March.

South Africa are preparing for the
ODI World Cup, which will take place
in New Zealand in March-April 2022.
The West Indies’ immediate focus is
the World Cup qualifiers, which will
be staged in Harare, Zimbabwe from
November 21 to December 5.
Walsh, the legendary WI fast
bowler, captain and selector, said in a
Zoom media briefing on Monday, “We
know we have to be a bit more consistent than we were against Pakistan.
“We’re looking to execute a bit
better,” he continued. “It was good to
get some cricket in, but I think we
have to focus on South Africa. We
know they are a really good team.”
During the Pakistan series, the
West Indies got consistent scores from
Britney Cooper, Chadean Nation and
Kyshona Knight.
Walsh was heartened by the fact
that the batting is not overly reliant on
the experienced trio of captain
Stafanie Taylor, Deandra Dottin and
Hayley Matthews.
“That’s the only way we’re going
to get the team where I think we can
compete with the other top teams and
give ourselves a chance of winning

Courtney Walsh

major competitions,” said the WI
coach. “We have to move away from
the fact that one or two players consistently will get us out of trouble. It’s
good to see some of the players putting their hands up and we want to see
more of that.”

South Africa last visited the West
Indies in 2018, where they drew the
ODI series 1-1 and the T20 series 2-2.
Coach Hilton Moreeng, in a report on Cricinfo, said, “The good indication we had is our last tour, of India
- our batters adapted to that and we
need to continue on that and then
make sure we complement that with
our bowlers and fielding overall because we feel that the last time we
were (in the Caribbean) we did not bat
as well as we could although the
bowlers did a really good job and kept
us in the game.
“It's now for us as a batting unit
to make sure we counter that because
we know we have to face a lot of slow
bowling and the wickets are not going
to get any quicker."
South Africa squad: Dane Van
Niekerk (captain), Sune Luus,
Ayabonga Khaka, Shabnim Ismail,
Laura Wolvaardt, Trisha Chetty,
Sinalo Jafta, Tasmin Britz, Marizanne
Kapp, Nondu Shangase, Lizelle Lee,
Nonkululeko Mlaba, Mignon du
Preez, Chloe Tryon, Nadine de Klerk,
Lara Goodall, Tumi Sekhukhune,
Masabata Klaas.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 2021

29

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 2021



30



222 Rowntree Dairy Road | Woodbridge, ON L4L 9T2 | T: 905-652-4140 | www.ubc27.c
ca

Join us Today!
 

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 2021

31

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2 2021

32

