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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

Swami visits Guyana

NEW PLANE, NEW LOOK Caribbean Airlines is sporting a new look as well
as a new plane after it took delivery of the first of of several Boeing 737 Max 8 aircraft that it is adding to its fleet. The first of the new planes, above, painted in the
new livery, made its maiden voyage to Piarco Airport in Trinidad last week.

Brahmrishi Narayan Swami visiting from India paid a courtesy call to
Guyana Vice President, Bharrat Jagdeo, on Wednesday. The Swami is the
leader of the Bhagwan Shree Lakshmi Narayan Dham, a non-profit organization that is reported to have more than 310 million followers worldwide. It organizes interfaith conventions called 'Prabhu Kripa Dukh Nivaran Samagam'
where his disciples are distributed 'Beej Mantras'. Here, the Swami is pictured
with Mr Jagdeo, prominent Guyanese Pandit Ravi Persaud and Equality’s own
Bhaskar Sharma in Georgetown on Wednesday.
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Marlin Herbs.
I am a health and
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ough herbs
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and dietary
support for you to
o live your best life.
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Colitis And
A
Crohn’s Disease
Irritable
e Bowel Symptoms
Dialysis, Prevention
P
and Support
COPD Chronic Ob
bstructive Pulmonary Dise
Ostherroclosis Bone Loss
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Restorative
Restora
ative healtth
h,
that is what
Marlin Herbs is
always about.

Restorative healtth, that is what Marlin Herbs is alway aboutt.
Health is not the absen
nce of Disease.
IT IS A ST
TA
AT E OF PHYSICAL,, MORAL AN D SPIRITUAL WELL BEING.

There are four main types of disease: infe
ectious diseases, deficiency diseases, hereditary
diseases (including both genetic disease
es and non-genetic hereditary diseases), and
physiological diseases.

INFECTIOUS
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HEREDITAR
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Y

PHYSIOLOGICAL
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The lungs
The liver
The bladder
The kidneys
The heart
The stomach
The intestines

Glandular system customise treatmentt of
herbs are offered.

Our Goal is Curative
Therapeutive Corrective
Health
Therapeutic treatments herbal and
nutritional support is offered for all the
major organ systems in the human body,
which include the circulatory, respiratory,
digestive, excretory, nervous, endocrine
lymphatic systems, immune, integumentarry
(includes hair and
d nail), skeletal, muscle an
nd
reproductive systems.
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Canadians may ditch social
distancing for Christmas: poll
Almost half of Canadians plan to
abandon social distancing during holiday gatherings and hug, kiss and shake
hands with friends and family, a new
poll shows.
The poll by Leger in collaboration
with The Canadian Press found that 45
per cent of Canadians say they will
“greet others with a handshake, hug or
kiss” at Christmas parties and other holiday gatherings.
In Ontario, the number prepared to
ditch social distancing over the winter
vacation rose to 50 per cent, compared
to only 37 per cent in B.C.
Among 18- to 34-year-olds, the
proportion comfortable with hugging
friends and relatives over the holidays
rose to 52 per cent.
Christian Bourque, Leger's executive vice-president, said the finding suggested that Canadians may be becoming
complacent about the risk of COVID-19
because they are vaccinated.
Forty-nine per cent of Canadians

Families gathered over Zoom for the holidays in 2020

confessed they were not afraid of catching the virus.
“Canadians are showing indications that they are relaxing. Now that
there is a fifth wave in Europe, Canadians are indicating that they are heading
for a holiday season where they will

take too many chances,” Bourque said.
He said he found the findings surprising because, while “taking chances
is cultural in the U.S.,” Canadians tend
to be more cautious. He said the bold attitude may be due to “COVID fatigue”
or because many Canadians now think:

“All of us are vaccinated in our house,
what's the problem?”
At the same time, 81 per cent of
Canadians asserted that they would respect all “remaining” safety measures
during the holiday season.
The poll of 1,547 Canadians between Friday and Sunday cannot be assigned a margin of error because
internet-based polls are not considered
truly random samples.
Forty-seven per cent of Canadians
say they would ask people if they are
vaccinated before inviting them to a holiday party.
And only 35 per cent said they
would invite someone who is not fully
vaccinated into their home.
More than a third plan to celebrate
with more friends and family, though
not at pre-COVID-19 levels.
Canadians continue to tighten their
belts with 46 per cent saying they had
no plans to spend more money over the
holidays than last year.

Toronto makes ﬁnal push for World Cup 2026
Toronto officials made their pitch on home turf
this week, for the right to host portions of the 2026
FIFA World Cup.
Mayor John Tory was joined by Maple Leaf
Sports and Entertainment chair Larry Tanenbaum
and Ontario’s Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism
and Culture Industries Lisa MacLeod, to welcome a
delegation from FIFA — who are considering
Toronto’s bid to host the international football (a.k.a.
soccer) championship along with other North American cities.
The North America united bid would see
Toronto hosting multiple games and major fan
events over the course of the 30-day tournament.
In a news release, city officials made it clear
that hosting would mean a great deal for Toronto and
Ontario. The FIFA World Cup is the largest singlesport event in the planet, happening every four years
— and the city said the 2026 event will be the
biggest World Cup ever, with 48 teams competing.
The delegation coming to Toronto was led by
FIFA Vice-President Victor Montagliani and Chief
Tournaments and Events Officer Colin Smith. It was
a one-day visit Nov. 22, and was the final FIFA
World Cup 2026 host city visit, topping a tour of 21
other cities across North America.
The Toronto site visit included a tour of BMO
Field and other city assets that are under considera-

tion for the events.
The winning host cities are expected to be announced by FIFA early in 2022.
Meanwhile, After a 2-1 victory over Mexico on
Tuesday at home in Edmonton, Canada has now
matched their best-ever FIFA world ranking at 40th
place.
Sitting atop the final round of the CONCACAF
FIFA World Cup Qualifying standings for the 2022
tournament in Qatar, Canada has been one of the best
stories in international soccer this year.
Canada has six matches left: two at home

against the USA (in January) and Jamaica (in
March).
The top three teams from the final round will
qualify for Qatar (with a fourth subject to an interconfederational playoffs).
Starting the year in 72nd position in the World
rankings, Canada has jumped from seventh in CONCACAF rankings to third, passing Jamaica, Costa
Rica, Honduras, and El Salvador in the process.
Once considered an easy three points for their
North and Central American opponents, Canada has
suddenly become a regional powerhouse.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stop
the games,
AG Williams
Leveling
the playing
ﬁeld
The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

Anyone who has ever done busieral
Williams
file two appeals
of
ness, Basil
or tried
to do to
business,
with small
the
decision
by
Chief
Justice
Roxanne
developing states knows that it can be an
George-Wiltshire’s
findings that last Deuphill
battle.
cember’s
No-confidence
voteofagainst
the
Usually,
governments
such states
have
favoured
who
get the
government
wascontractors
constitutional,
is grasping
bulk
of state contracts, mainly because
at straws.
these“The
business
peopleChief
hedgeJustice
all their
bets
Honourable
Roxatanne
election
time and generously
support
George-Wiltshire
erred and misdithe
coffers
of
the
political
parties
rected herself in law when she ruled vying
that
for power.
the motion of no-confidence upon a diviThe expected reward is special consion vote of 33:32 members of the National
sideration for contracts, whether these
Assembly was validly passed as the requiare
for infrastructure development like
site majority
of allmains,
the elected
members
of
roads
and water
or service
conthe National
Assembly,
to article
tracts
like insurance
forpursuant
state enterprises
106
(6)
of
the
constitution,”
the
Attorney
like ports and other entities.
General
contends
his appeal.
Usually,
the in
smaller
businesses are
shut In
out
theseCJlucrative
contracts
herfrom
decision,
George-Wiltshire
for
the simple
that
they are one
not as
explained
that reason
in getting
a majority,
wealthy
as
their
bigger
counterparts,
and
side must acquire one more than the other
asside.
suchAncould
not majority,
afford toshe
contribute
absolute
said, as the
large
amounts
that
win
favour
with the
specified by the constitution, is a majority
party that ends up the government in
power.
This imbalance is, of course, unfair.
State contractors should be chosen
purely on merit, their ability to do the
job, Dear
at a Friends,
competitive cost. But in the
My
wifewe
andall
I came
to Guyana
years
Caribbean,
know
it’s not41about

of all Members of Parliament present re-

Legal minds everywhere have said that

that.

gardless
present or not.
The on
So ifit they
wasarerefreshing
to hear,
chief
justice
concluded
that
an
absolute
maTuesday, one head of state tackle this
jority is 33.
nagging
problem head on.
As
such,
she ruled,when
the motion
wasPresconThis
happened
Guyana
ident
Dr Irfaan
Ali went
after the
large
stitutionally
allowed,
and therefore
legal.
companies
have
state contracts,
This means that the
Granger
governmentadmonishing
them
for
trying
towhich
bully says
their
must abide by the constitution,
way
for all
they past
musttheir
step smaller
down andcompetitors
call elections
state
contracts.
within 90 days of the date of the no confiAli was meeting with the big guys,
dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.
many of whom hold contracts valued at
It is reasonable to expect that the
$100 million or more with the state,
Granger administration, which is sworn to
when he said it was “absolute nonsense”
uphold
thewould
constitution,
willtheir
abideway
by it,into
that
they
muscle
now thatcontracts
its bid to overturn
the vote
hasfairsmaller
that should,
in all
been
found
lacking.
ness, go to the smaller contractors.
IfItit is
fails
to do so, it that
becomes
an illegala
interesting
in Guyana,
minimum
of 20 percent of small governadministration.
mentThe
contracts
are supposed
to be remove by Williams,
therefore,
served
for
small
contractors
under
the
seems to us just another attempt to forestall
law.
In practice,
scenario
the inevitable
in athe
desperate
bidwe
to outlined
hold on
above
has
been
the
norm
in
the
past. But
to power.
Ali signaled that he would have none of
that.
President Ali, in addressing the
contractors, said, “I don’t want to see
you bidding for a $100M contract, then
great amount
effort has absolute
now been
bidding
for of
a time
$1Mandcontract,
devoted
to
my
own
care
in
one
of
the very
nonsense for you and for us, because

there is something called economies of
the government
has noof
ground
to stand on
scale
and allocation
resources.”
via this
latest
appeal.
All
it
is
doing
is dragTo this end, the President
exging
the
country
through
political
uncerplained, “if you are a tier one contractor
taintyyou
at awant
time when
clearthe
leadership
and
to spend
time toisallocate
resources
onnation
a $5M
project,
you
needed
to move the
forward
in terms
will
bust.”with its own fledgling oil econof dealing
do the bigcrisis
projects,
omy, “You
as wellwant
as theto
international
in
but
at the same
timedoor.
you don’t want the
Venezuela,
right next
small
man issues
to getat the
projects,”
Security
homesmall
are also
paraPresident Ali railed at the contractors.
mount, with crime seeming to be on an
Further lamenting the state of afever-increasing trajectory that includes the
fairs and its importance, the President
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
said
the engagement with the larger concelebratedoperating
expatriates,
Brian O’Toole,
tractors
in Dr
Guyana
was being
and murders
that of,
are “a
happening
almost
had
as a result
very rigid
and roevery
day.
bust discussion at level of cabinet.”
AG
and President
Granger“the
HeWilliams
told those
in attendance
same
levelbeofaccused
conversation
are time
havmight also
of tryingwe
to buy
ing
with
you hasthey
already
to use
the offices
hold totaken
try to place
dis- at
cabinet,
the Minister
withface
sector
credit anyso
opposition
they may
at theresponsibility
[is]using
already
on high alert.”
polls, including
the state-controlled
Additionally,
he
disclosed
that the
media as well as law enforcement tactics to
administration was at the time seeking to
determine “whether we have a systemic
issue or we have an institutional issue,”
and “from my evaluation we have neither a systemic nor institutional issue.”
whether
otherofcountries,
are a
He here
said or
theinissue
state contracts
symptom
of
the
breakdown
in
society
and
as
was key to the way his administration

bring them into disrepute.

would be judged in the next election
Theysince
may think
these are strategic
cycle,
the judgment
will be based
moves,
but
the
drama
on performance. is being seen by the
international
community
whatcontractors
it is: a
As such,
he toldforthe
desperate
to hold
ontoofpower.
The
present, attempt
“…unlike
many
you, people
will judge
us based
our performance,
global
community
has on
communicated
as
basedtoon
you.”
much
thefactors
Guyanainvolving
government.
More
importantly,
he
insisted
To add to the woes, the Guyana
Elec-that
smallCommission,
contractorsheaded
be given
bite at the
tions
by a ageriatric
pie,
especially
with
the
country
in a
chairman who has been in ill health,now
is now
state of rapid development with the insaying that the agency will not be prepared
flux of new revenue streams due to the
to hold elections until July – four months
oil and gas industry.
after it is constitutionally due.
No doubt, Dr Ali is being apSince the
of small
the agency
was
plauded
by chairman
the many
contractors
handpicked
by the
Granger
administration,
in his country
who
can now
look forward
we
have
to
openly
wonder
whether
this, once
to their fair share of state contracts,
too,
another
tactic by the govtheyis meet
thedelaying
qualifications.
This bodes well not only for the
ernment.
wider
economy,
forand
thecall
governIt’s time
to stopbut
the also
games
the
ment’s
bid
to
attract
investors
who
will
elections now.
seeGuyana’s
his position
as a fairhard
one,fought
and Guyana
democracy,
for, is
as
a
place
where
everyone
can have a
at stake.
shot at fortune.
We can only hope other small states
follow suit and keep the billionaire contractors, of which there are surprisingly
many in developing countries, from getgramme.
In richer
addition,
theyexpense
use art, music,
ting even
at the
of taxsport,
and
drama
to
facilitate
these discuspayer contracts.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of such we need radical steps to address social sions.
Surely now part of our conversation has
community. As we have no clergy in the course, the other major priority has been the issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari- safety of the school community. Our team at sharing now is the solution across George- got to be how do we address the social issues
or Guyana
we wanted
share the
sup- and definitely
the same
time
takeasthe
necous Dear
fieldsEditor,
of education. 21 years ago we Nations has been
working response
tirelessly totowards
ad- town
prehensive
sexual
violence,
ac- totaken.
Recognising
the effectsat that
things
such
sexessaryillnesses,
steps to deal
withand
threats
and viodress thatand knowledging
regain the peace
compoport and
training we
are giving
to our mental
started
School of the
Nations
began celebrated
International
Men’s
Daywhich
was recently
thatand
girls
are extremely
vulnerable,
while
ual violence,
trauma
instability
These of
activities
really
have highlighting
had at Nationsthe
forlack
moreofthan
studentsconcerning
in Nations. boy’s
I recentlyhave
tookon
a group
with 5the
children
and“Better
has nowrelations
grown to abetween
com- sure
under
theme,
menweand
awareness
personslence.
regardless
gender,have
race proven
and social
women.”
is anWe
important
one astwo
it recogstatus
can
aid in stimulating
us being able
develop
collaborative
of sixteen of our 6th Formers
to our
sister
andto
uplifting
and
are addressing
munity ofThis
moretheme
than 3,500.
have partnerdecades. sexual violence.
nises
necessity
of improving
gender relations
Thefrom
experiences
that
and in
women
face
and Campbell
and comprehensive
towards
positive
school
Canada,
Nancy
Acad- some ofapproaches
the challenges
the youth
face all
Thisand
violent action
a member of
themen
shipsthe
with
the Universities
of Cambridge,
promoting
gender equality
for ABE
all. in the public is totallytheir
them
are notemy
fundamentally
newresponses
in Guyana to
and
unprecein Stratford,different
Ontario for 8change.
days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
London, Bedfordshire
and with
Our
tendency
to
focus
on
the
extreme
differences
and
it
is
for
reasons
such
as
these
that
an
intersectional
Akola
world. We have been very fortunate in this
impor-Thompson
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more
between
men
and
women
has
resulted
in
our
issues
approach
towards
men
and
women’s
rights
must
be
Blue
Umbrella
Consultant,
ChildLinK
process
to have had
youth from the UK,
credited undergraduate and graduate pro- fuelled by social media where initial com- tantly to learn about social issues and what
and experiences framed as being vastly separate from
grammes. The School of Nations has been a ments by a handful students in Guyana has youth can do to address them. This has been Canada and other countries to help develop
each other. This has created an environment where
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
gender stereotypes are taken as fact and further solidon this
re- from
this the
message
is simplythat
to explore
NorthEditor,
American and Nations and indeed at our house
graduates serve in important capacities in group of students inDear
to move
away
conditioning
a personone reified
amongst groups.
to theone
growing
violence
in our sociinto aggressiveWith
and dangerous
state- offlective
process.
Guyana
and other
partaway
of thefrom
world.
our experiences
elections
in Guyana, with a degree is sponse
better than
without
a degree.
We must
move
the idea thatgrew
working
ety.
months
a weekly
new chapter
last Sun- male
ments.
It was a dramatic
example tonot
us of
should Integrity
bethe
the mainSeveral
quality
aheadago
of , we started
It should
not be forgotten
how highly degrees-decwith But
menthen
andaboys
means opened
only addressing
issues
programme
with
6th
Formers
helping
stuIn
the
final
analysis
these challenges
very
real
dangers
of
social
media
which
draday
when
I
was
shot
outside
my
home
by
qualification
and
experience
when
selecting
the
orated
individuals
abandoned
their professional
re- can
and instead look to build positive relationships becodes
of conduct
inall
favour
of together.
Chairman
and other
at GECOM?
only
be addressed
by us
working
matically escalated
to the shooting
on officers
Sun- dents
from Forms 1, 2, and 3sponsibilities
get together to and
what many
people believe
maypromote
be someone
tween
the genders
that will
their collective
Do
Guyanese
not
deserve
officials
to
perform
their
‘tribes’
and
we
all
suffer.
safety
and
health.
For
example,
while
ChildLinK’s
Heartfelt greetings
from the Nations community. I was informed day night. So on the one hand we are now study material related to the purpose of life
duties ethically
regardless
of how
theymoral
are and fulfilling
Decision
expected
to MBE
deliver the
One
Boys
focusestheon the
sexual
to lead
lives as makers
Dr.are
Brian
O’Toole,
trying
to look attheir
the physical
challenges
to and how
onlyThousand
yesterday that
thisinitiative
news has reached
pressured to do otherwise? In today’s world there
results they are employed
to. This must be their
violence
thatand
is perpetrated
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail
the Times in against
the UK boys,
and asit recognises
overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charare a vast range of experts available to give advice sole focus, and the people’s expectation.
that
sexual
violence
affects
children
regardless
of
gensafe for everyone. But the other challenge is acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana
such wanted to share this update.
to decision makers. Decision makers do not necesPut integrity first.
der and
other
identity
markers.
It
focuses
on
a comSince one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
Muhammad Alli
sarily have to be experts too. We as a nation need
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

Working with men isn’t dealing only with male issues

In selecting GECOM chairman, put integrity ﬁrst
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Amelia Falls hydro project critical
to Guyana’s manufacturing sector
THE hydropower that can be generated from the Amaila Falls project will
bring enormous benefits to the manufacturing sector, including affordable and
reliable energy.
This was the view of President of
the Guyana Manufacturing and Services
Association (GMSA) Rafeek Khan, as
well as Major General (ret’d) Norman
McLean, who were both guests of the
National Communications Network
(NCN) on Friday. They were at the time
spearheading a discussion on the Amaila
Falls Hydropower Project, and what it
means to the manufacturing sector.
According to Khan, the renewable
and reliable energy source which is provided by hydropower is needed to foster
and expand the sector.
“Any company involved with manufacturing products, it doesn’t matter
what you’re manufacturing; if you have
a simple motor, engine, turbine, whatever it might be, energy is the key cost
to production and competitiveness of
that product,” Khan said.
He added: “Apart from raw material cost and labour cost, energy is your
number one expense, so it is vital to the
progress of manufacturing. You cannot
discuss manufacturing if you do not have

The proposed Amelia Falls Hydro Project in Guyana

affordable energy.”
Khan stated that Guyana has always been at a disadvantage when it
comes to obtaining affordable energy.

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

“Across the Caribbean and across
the globe, you will see energy as always
being our number one disadvantage here
in Guyana. For decades and decades, we
have been talking about trying to get
lower energy cost. So, it is a critical
component to affecting the bottom line
of businesses,” Khan said.
He added that Guyana has been receiving many opportunities in terms of
investments and businesses. However,
these would not be fruitful, if affordable
energy is not readily made available.
This, Khan said, emphasises how
important renewable energy and the
Amaila Falls Hydropower Project is to
the manufacturing sector and Guyana as
a whole.
“Opportunities are coming, and opportunities will come to Guyana, in
terms of businesses, but it wouldn’t happen, and it wouldn’t materialise unless
you have affordable energy,” Khan said.
He added: “Manufacturers and consumers were going to continue being a
slave to our importers and the big industrialised countries that we are buying
power and fuel from, and we would
never be able to be a competitive country
if we do not have an affordable product.”
In adding his thoughts to the discussion, McLean stated that Guyana has
suffered a major setback for not implementing the Amaila Falls project sooner.
“If you look at the manufacturing

sector with everything that we do, it is
power- generating and costing money.
And, really speaking, that should have
been the number one priority,” McLean
said.
He said that from 2015 to now,
“nothing has happened, and I really believed that we have missed the bus and
we lost glorious opportunities to make a
success of hydro.”
He is of the belief that Guyana is
suffering from the proverbial ‘goat bite’
syndrome, since Suriname, Venezuela
and Brazil started using hydroelectricity
years ago.
“Goat must’ve bite us, because
Suriname has ‘hydro’. They have the
Afobaka; that is now 50 years old, and
still running. And that would last for
over 100 years. Guri Dam at Venezuela
[the] same. Brazil; they have several
‘hdyros’. The only country that hasn’t
got a ‘hydro’ here is Guyana,” McLean
said.
He said it is disheartening that
Guyana has had three failed attempts at
hydropower, and is only now revisiting
the Amalia Falls project.
In July of this year, it was reported
that the People’s Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C) government was going to be
moving ahead with the restart the project. The government expressed its desire
to begin construction of the hydropower
plant by the second half of 2022.
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Driver who killed 16 in Humboldt
tries to avoid deportation
In a small prison boardroom about
800 kilometres from the site of the
deadly Humboldt Broncos bus crash, the
man responsible for the collision is making a case not to be deported.
"I just want one chance I can give
back to the community and show that
I'm not a bad person, bad human being
— I'm just like everybody," said Jaskirat
Singh Sidhu during a recent CBC interview via Zoom from the minimum security side of the Bowden Institution in
Innisfil, Alta.
Except he's not like everybody.
While most drivers have at some
point glanced down at their phones, tried
to comfort a crying child or whining pet
or felt hypnotized by an unending highway, their distraction likely wasn't fatal.
Sidhu, on the other hand, will always be
known for his deadly mistake on April 6,
2018: paying more attention to a tarp
flapping behind him than the highway
ahead of him.
He was eventually charged with 16
counts of dangerous driving causing
death and 13 counts of dangerous driving causing bodily harm — and he
pleaded guilty to all of them. He did not
ask for a plea deal or appeal his eight-

year sentence, which is the longest ever
given in Canadian history for dangerous
driving that didn't involve alcohol, drugs
or purposeful misbehaviour.
Sidhu's lawyers won't let him talk
about what happened on that fateful day,
because he's named in a number of civil
lawsuits. However, court documents fill
in some of the gaps.
After only a week of training and
two weeks of supervision, Sidhu was on
his second solo long-haul semi truck trip,
pulling a load of peat moss on a doubletrailer, driving on unfamiliar rural roads
across Saskatchewan. Earlier that day, he
had gotten stuck in the snow and needed
a tow, which slowed him down.
When he finally got his shipment
loaded and started driving back to Calgary, a protective tarp came loose and
started flapping around. Fearing he
would lose his load, Sidhu repeatedly
checked his rear view-mirror, apparently
missing signs warning of the approaching stop sign.
The court's agreed statement of
facts found neither road conditions, the
sun nor trees interfered with Sidhu's ability to see the intersection. Travelling an
estimated 86 to 96 kilometres an hour,

Jaskirat Singh Sidhu

he blew through an oversized stop sign
with a flashing yellow light.
At the same time, the team bus for
the Humboldt Broncos hockey team was
headed toward that intersection. It had
the right-of-way, and driver Glen Doerksen couldn't stop in time. The bus hit the
back of the semi, leaving a horrific scene
that still causes Sidhu to wake up in a
cold sweat.
"I can see the dead bodies, I can see

the people crying, I can see the kids crying. I can see the first responders there,
I can see myself standing there alone in
the cold," the 33-year-old said. "I can see
the devastation that was caused by me."
Earlier this year, his lawyer submitted a 415-page binder of support for
Sidhu to the Canada Border Services
Agency officer responsible for this case.
Recently, CBSA gave him until the end
of November to present any final arguments.
That means the decision could be
imminent.
Deportation is something Sidhu,
despite all that has happened, would like
to avoid. Sidhu has just one opportunity
to plead his case — and that is now, as a
CBSA officer writes a report that assesses his eligibility to stay in Canada.
In the binder of documents sent to
CBSA, Michael Greene, Sidhu's Calgary-based immigration lawyer, included correctional and psychological
reports, letters of support from at least
three Humboldt Broncos families, certificates of courses Sidhu has taken
while incarcerated and job offers from
various employers. The deadline for submissions is Nov. 28.
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Guyanese to be trained to
function in low-carbon economy
AS Guyana positions itself for a
sustainable future, Guyanese will have
to be properly trained how to function in
a low-carbon economy. This is outlined
in the government’s expanded Low-Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS),
which points to the importance of education, and the need for academic institutions to build resilience, and be able to
respond to the many risks associated
with climate change.
“Research has shown that education helps students develop a strong personal connection to climate solutions, as
well as a sense of personal agency and
empowerment; it can have consequential
impact on students’ daily behaviours,
and decision making that reduces their

overall lifetime carbon footprint,” the
LCDS 2030 notes.
At the policy level, the document
had outlined that initiatives will be implemented to develop capacities for trade
in low-carbon services; align institutions
and programmes to low-carbon development, including the University of
Guyana and Technical and Vocational
Institutions; and develop qualification
and experience capabilities to function
in a low-carbon economy.
Specific reference has been made in
relation to the implementation of lowcarbon technologies within the transport
sector, which would ultimately complement related programmes for cleaner
power generation, and nature-based so-

The development of an electric vehicle industry is a key component of
Guyana’s transition to a low-carbon economy
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lutions. “The LCDS will seek to reduce
the demand for imported fossil fuels for
vehicular transport, and its resultant impact on the local environment and health
sector,” the document has indicated.
It has noted, too, that among the
low-carbon strategies within the transport sector, the LCDS will support the
increasing of efficiency levels of vehicle
consumption of fuel, and will foster the
development of an electric vehicle industry to substitute fossil fuels.
The development of an electric vehicle industry, according to the Strategy,
would be supported by the government’s
implementation of a comprehensive energy mix, which focuses on using solar,
wind, hydro and natural gas as renewable sources of electricity.
As it relates to solar power, Guyana
has already secured US$75 million in
funding to establish solar farms in eight
grids, with the intention of producing
some 27.8 megawatts-peak (MWp) of
solar power to the Demerara-Berbice Interconnected System (DBIS).
The farms are expected to be up and
running by 2023, paving the way for
solar-generated power to replace 30 per
cent of the electricity being supplied to
areas along the Essequibo Coast, Linden,
Bartica, Lethem, Mabaruma, Mahdia,
Leguan and Wakenaam.
As for ‘hydropower’, the Dr. Irfaan
Ali-led government is looking to establish at least two massive-scale hydropower projects, namely the almost
$US1 billion Amaila Falls Hydropower
Plant, and another which is expected to
be finalised by 2025.
Also a critical component of
Guyana’s transition to a low-carbon
economy is the improvement of the
country’s digital infrastructure. To this
end, the LCDS makes specific reference
to the expansion of e-Governance programmes, as well as access to improved
connectivity across all regions of
Guyana.
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US$95M luxury hotel and casino for
Georgetown will have 120 rooms
EVEN as the coronavirus pandemic continues to suffocate the global
tourism industry, many are still lining up
to invest in Guyana’s potential, whilst
responding to the country’s need for
more accommodation facilities to support the projected influx of visitors.
Interested in joining the list of investors is Blue Bridge Incorporated, a
company that wants to invest approximately $US95 million to build a luxury
hotel and casino in Georgetown.
According to a proposal submitted
to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), the five-star facility is expected
to feature 120 rooms, inclusive of 44
Standard ones, 39 Deluxe rooms, 19
Club rooms, 10 Executive Club rooms,
three Suites, two Executive Suites, one
Presidential Suite, and two rooms that
are convenient for persons with disabilities.
“The room interiors are a blend of
contemporary elegance and functional
design, with hardwood timber flooring,
large bathrooms with oversized tubs,
and separate showers. The rooms also
feature Wi-Fi access, phone docking station, a personal safety box, and exclusive in-room luxury amenities,” the
project summary indicates.
It notes, too, that in addition to a
state-of-the-art casino, the hotel will also
be outfitted with two restaurants, one for
all-day dining and another for fine-dining, as well as a lounge bar, a pool bar
and tea lounge, three banquet rooms,
two boardrooms, one business lounge,
and a banquet lawn garden.
“The Casino Project purely targets
the entertainment and amusement sector,
and will strictly follow the rules and regulations, and abide by the policies set by
the governing authority. We aim to be
the best in the hospitality and the luxury
services sector. We thrive on our rich experience of operating in this sector in
Eastern Europe, East Africa & Suriname,” the company says in its proposal.
The hotel and casino is also expected to feature other standard amenities such as a swimming pool, a gym, a
spa, a business centre, a kid’s room, an
entertainment arena, guest laundry services, a concierge service, and a guest
loyalty programme.
“The grandeur of our hotel will re-

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

The establishment of the new five-star hotel will add 120 luxury rooms to the hospitality sector

flect in its unrivalled facilities and personalised service from the heart… The
Blue Bridge’s luxury property will be
designed specifically for the global traveller, offering multifaceted experiences
in cuisine, entertainment and relaxation.
It will be a welcoming and a stunning
address, blending art and flair,” the company says in its project description.
Once given the requisite approvals,
the company says that it intends to complete construction of the hotel within
two-and-a- half years.
Additionally, the hotel’s establishment is expected to generate employment for approximately 700 persons at
various levels of the hospitality and
casino gaming industry, whilst paving
the way for dozens to be professionally
trained. Blue Bridge Incorporated says
it also plans to ensure that a number of
persons with disabilities are given employment opportunities, once the hotel
is opened.
The business plan specifies, too,
that a Board of Directors will be appointed to run the hotel; the document
proposes that Mr. S. A. Ramlakhan will

be Chairman of the Board, and supported by directors Sanket Balgi, R.
Parag and Shrikant Rawish Kisoensingh.
According to the project summary,
which has been prepared by Mr. Balgi,
even though the pandemic has had a notable effect on global tourism, the company has confidence in the Guyana
market, especially given the growing
need for more accommodation facilities.
As a matter of fact, it was this need
that prompted the pre-2015 People’s
Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) government to pursue the establishment of
the Marriott Hotel in suburban
Kingston.
Although highly criticised and
tagged as a “white elephant” by the then
Parliamentary Opposition, the hotel consistently boasts of having a “fullybooked” status; as a matter fact, this will
remain the case until January 2022.
Even amid a global pandemic,
Guyana’s stellar reputation as a growing
investment hub continues to attract thousands from near and far. And with the
country preparing to host a number of

world leaders, along with their technical
teams and private sector representatives,
the need for more state-of-the-art accommodation facilities will increase exponentially.
Within just a month of being in office, the Dr. Irfaan Ali-led government
issued Expressions of Interest for internationally branded hotels to be built in
the country; many have since answered
the call, with the most recent being the
commitment from a Trinidadian company to build a US$32.2 million (almost
G$6.8 billion) Hyatt Place Hotel.
It was only last week that the ceremonial sod was turned for the 125-room
facility to be built along Red Road,
Providence, East Bank Demerara.
A Guyanese developer has also
outlined plans to build a 150-room hotel
in the Houston area, strategically positioned along the new four-lane MandelaEccles road currently being constructed.
Added to that, sod-turning exercises have already been held for a number of new, additional hotels, with two
earmarked for the environs of the
Cheddi Jagan International Airport.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Oil & Gas sector pays over $50
billion in taxes to Guyana
EVER since Guyana sold its first
1,000,000 (one million) barrels of crude
in February 2020 for GY$11.5 billion,
the petroleum industry has raked in as
much as GY$440 billion; this represents
GY$57 billion more than the national
2021 budget. An analysis done by OilNow shows that since 2016, the burgeoning oil-and-gas sector has
contributed more than $50 billion in
taxes.
Added to that, ExxonMobil
Guyana has said that throughout 2020,
the sector contributed more than
GY$180.39 billion, an equivalent of
US$901.95 million, to the country’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Outside of this, oil giant ExxonMobil had said that its Guyana operations
between 2015 to present, has seen another $100.5 billion being expended on
the procurement of goods and services
from dozens of local businesses.
These economic injections are
slated to increase exponentially, in keeping with the projected growth of the industry itself. As a matter of fact, a report
compiled by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) early this year
shows that earnings from Guyana’s oiland-gas sector could reach US$31 billion (roughly G$6.7 trillion) by 2035.
The IDB report, titled ‘Economic
Institutions for a Resilient Caribbean,’
outlined that Guyana’s population of approximately 780,000 suggests that the
level of reserves equates to 10,250 barrels per person.
“Although this measure is lower
than that of Kuwait with 24,000 barrels
per person, it is higher than that of the
United Arab Emirates with 10,100 barrels per person; Venezuela with 9,500
barrels per person and Saudi Arabia with
8,100 barrels per person, making
Guyana one of the richest countries in
petroleum reserves in the world,” the
IDB report said.

Guyana is expected to have its eighth oil lift during the course of November 2021

It also highlighted that similarly,
ExxonMobil has announced plans to
reach a production rate of at least
750,000 barrels per day, which would
make Guyana the largest oil producer on
a per capita basis in the world.
For October 2021 alone, Guyana
earned in excess of US$20.4 million in
oil profits; that, coupled with royalties
and interest, brings the balance in the
Natural Resources Fund (NRF) to
US$534 million. The fund, lodged in the
Federal Reserve Bank in New York, remains untouched owing to loopholes in
the NRF legislation which was passed in
January 2019 by the then A Partnership
for National Unity + Alliance For

Change (APNU+AFC) government.
When the Dr. Irfaan Ali-led government assumed office in August 2021,
efforts commenced to amend the act to
ensure that withdrawals from the fund
are transparent and in keeping with international fiscal regulations.
It was only recently that the Ministry of Finance lamented the issues
plaguing the NRF. More specifically, the
ministry pointed to the very IDB publication which noted: “The fund on its
own cannot achieve the objectives that
have been set for it. The rigid withdrawal rules may do little to foster stabilisation or saving, but may entail fiscal
costs.”

The IDB report also outlined that
the formula for maximum permissible
withdrawal is among the most complex
operational rules for a resource fund in
the world. “Its design departs from good
practices,” the IDB argued.
The report related, “State-of-the-art
advice based on international experience
and good fiscal- management principles
emphasises [sic] simplicity, flexibility,
transparency, and close integration with
the budget and public asset-liability
management,” and that the rule’s complexity may also “conspire against fiscal
transparency and public understanding.”

Call 647-216-2359 for rates

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 25 2021

Veneuzelan migrants
can access health care
taken to the Port Kaituma Regional Hospital for further medical treatment. Another medical team returned on Sunday
to continue examining the migrants.
Dr. Anthony noted that in addition
to providing healthcare services, measures are being put in place to ensure that
the migrants are living in a clean and
sanitary environment.
“So, because of the unhygienic conditions, they’re using the same water
from the river and they’re using the river
to wash and do other things there. So, the
water is not of good quality and what we
were able to do on Sunday, we gave
them some what is called jerry cans
which have filters in them so when they
take the water from the river, they can do
some level of filtration … which will
help to purify the contaminated water,
making it better for them to drink and
which will prevent some of the diarrhoeal disease that they are experiencing…
“In addition to that, a senior health
environmental officer would have explained to them how to dispose of their
garbage and to work with them to find
an area next to the community where
they can dispose of their garbage. We
also worked with them to find a suitable
area where they can set up toilets and so
forth so that they are not defecating in
the same water that they’re using to
drink.”
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SYSTEMS are now in place for
Venezuelan migrants to access medical
services at the Port Kaituma District
Hospital, following a recent government
outreach to the Anabisi, Barima-Waini.
Health Minister, Dr Frank Anthony,
during Monday’s COVID-19 update, explained that persons from the community
have been identified to liaise with the regional health officers and the hospital to
access the services.
“If they have any medical challenges, they will be able to sort them out
very quickly. They don’t have to wait on
an intervention like this. They now have
a systematic way if they have any problems, that they can come to the Port Kaituma Hospital and get access to medical
service.”
On Saturday, Minister Anthony and
other ministers of government, along
with a medical team visited the Region
One community to provide medical care
and assess the needs in response to reports of the circumstances migrants are
facing.
Reports state some 198 persons
from 25 families have settled in the area,
located approximately 15 minutes from
Port Kaituma.
The medical team examined 20
children on Saturday. The children were
treated for skin rashes, upper respiratory
and diarrhoeal diseases. The Health Minister disclosed that four children were
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Guyana open for investment
Welcome back Diaspora! Our country is ripe for both local and foreign investment; our future has arrived. We
welcome Guyanese Diaspora back to invest in the future of Guyana! Guyana is
moving rapidly on an upward trajectory
and we want you to be a part of our development. Our diaspora is a source of
investment, talent and knowledge – all of
which can significantly contribute to the
future of Guyana. We must raise our
sights in order to look upon the new
Guyana. President Ali has outlined an aggressive economic agenda which will
complement massive investments from
the private sector across a vast range of
economic activities: Tourism, Industrial
Development, Agriculture and Oil to
name a few. The President outlined the
vast investment opportunities at Expo
2020 Dubai stating: “Guyana is the most
resource-rich country in the Englishspeaking Caribbean. If we speak about
world food production, environmental
services, world-class eco-tourism, freshwater potential, mining opportunities, research and development, human
transformation, health and educational
services, I assure you Guyana will be an
important part of that conversation.” Not
only will we work to cultivate our emerging sectors, but it will be vital for us to
modernize our known industries with the
aim of becoming more efficient and competitive throughout the region.
Opportunities for investors with a
vision and a capacity to deliver are immense. Guyana is open for investment
with its vast lands for agriculture, natural
resources: a young, educated, Englishspeaking population; stable and open financial markets; investment protection
under the law; unrestricted repatriation of
profits; and capital; duty-free access,
equal treatment for local and foreign investors.
Guyana is an excellent jurisdiction
for investors. Guyana is well known outside of its territories as a businessfriendly destination as there are a wide
range of incentives and protections for
foreign and local investors. In a microcosm, these incentives can range from
Exemption from Custom-Duty on most
plant machinery and equipment, zerorate of Value-Added-Tax on exports, and
most importantly, Full and unrestricted
repatriation of capital, profits, and dividends.
Guyana is considered the most attractive investment destination in South
America and the Caribbean for the following reasons:
• Low business costs
• Access to global markets
• Ideal location
• English speaking population
• Private sector friendly investment climate
• Fiscal incentives for foreign direct
investments
A Robust Infrastructure and National Projects Plan
Guyana is on a national infrastructure boom. The growing economy and
improved infrastructure will bring bene-

fits for regional partners, Guyana and
Brazil will benefit from a long-planned
road with the opening door to bilateral
trade. Another major project is the construction of the Corentyne River bridge,
which will link Suriname and Guyana,
and this will radically enhance the investment portfolio of Guyana.
With recent oil discoveries offshore
Guyana, the gross recoverable resources
now estimated 11 billion plus oil-equivalent barrels, making it one of the most
significant global finds in recent years.
These deposits occur in the Guyana
Basin which covers the entire coastal region and extends 150 km out into the Atlantic Ocean. As such, with the
development of Guyana’s embryonic energy sector, a plethora of opportunities
are anticipated to emerge in 2021 and beyond – some of which have already manifested for Guyanese businesses to
capitalize upon – including through the
formation of synergies with other international and regional organizations in the
area of providing support services to the
offshore drilling companies, and other oil
and gas-related ventures.
Many companies are moving ahead
to form strategic partnerships–a mixture
of both local and foreign companies. The
essence of all of this, both the government and the local private sector are collaborating to ensure that we exploit all
possible means to build institutional capacity, the building of skills and requisite
competence in all possible respects to
capitalize on the vast array of investment
opportunities.
Transformational
infrastructure
projects to facilitate broad-based economic development include:
• Current expansion of the Cheddi
Jagan International Airport to accommodate larger aircrafts and increased level
of air traffic;
• Ogle / East Bank bypass road
project;
• At least five new major branded
international hotels entering the market;
• Recent liberalization of the
telecommunications sector to allow new
entrants and greater competitive environment for existing players in the market;
• Bridging the Corentyne River

between Guyana and Suriname;
• New Bridge across the Demerara River;
• Secondary capital city on the
upper East Bank;
• Deepwater harbour project;
• Guyana / Brazil road network
link;
• Hydro-power project;
• Gas-to-shore project;
• Re-engage the national competitiveness strategy and to bring down energy cost by 50%;
• Massive housing / real estate development – targeting 50,000 new
homes.
Budget 2021 amounts to $383.1 billion or 38% of GDP, the largest budget in
Guyana’s history and more than 50% is
dedicated towards driving and achieving
productive outcomes across all sectors.
Budget 2021 estimated expenditure is
14% higher than 2020, while revenue is
estimated to grow by 22.5% relative to
2020. The overall central government
deficit is estimated to contract by $10.3
billion to reach $76 billion or 13.5%
lower than 2020.
In His Excellency’s inaugural
speech in the National Assembly on 12th
February, 2021, the President outlined his
Government’s development plans and
programmes for the next five years.
Key of which, he touched on the energy, infrastructure transformation, technology, social services, human resources
and the macroeconomic framework.
Agriculture – Modernizing Our
Known Industries
With vast lands exceeding 20 million hectares, Guyana is ideal and poised
for mega investments in large scale agriculture ranging from: Aquaculture and
seafood processing to Hydroponic Farming for Niche markets and Mega Farms.
Our plan is a diversified economy with
Agriculture as the powerhouse of
Guyana. Guyana is in close proximity to
the US & the Caribbean
Making it a strategic location for
large scale agriculture. President Ali
stated: “Guyana will become the agricultural heartland of the English-speaking
Caribbean and will play its part in helping the Caribbean Community reduce its

food import bill by 25% by 2025.”
Energy – Protecting and Defending the Environment
With respect to the energy sector,
the President outlined the objective to
achieve an optimum energy mix inclusive of hydro power, solar, wind and natural gas. The Government’s number one
objective is to reduce energy cost by
more 60% to as low as US$0.06 –
US$0.10 cents kwh from a current average of US$0.25 – US$0.35 cents kwh.
With this objective being realized, this in
turn will transform Guyana into a manufacturing hub and the most powerful industrialized economy in the region. This
will also further enhance Guyana’s national competitiveness to become the
most attractive investment destination
within the region. The investment opportunities, as outlined in greater detail in
the magazine, are huge over the next 10
– 20 years.
ICT – Taking The Side of Innovation
With the modernization of our
known industries, coupled with the transformation projects outlined by his Excellency that the Government will be
pursuing, will indeed transform Guyana
into a modern economy and thereby
opening up new and emerging opportunities in new sectors for example in
Tourism, ICT, a service driven economy
and a shipping hub within the region. We
are setting a course for a new era of innovation with the rapid acceleration of
Guyana as an emerging leader in the
BPO industry.
By virtue of Guyana being on the
cusp of an economic transformation
wherein it is the newest petroleum producing state in the region, Guyana has an
opportunity to become the driver of a
transformative agenda within the region,
viz-à-viz an enhanced framework that
would foster deeper regional economic
integration of South America and the
Caribbean with the rest of the world.
This notion is premised against the backdrop of its arguably geopolitically potent
location, its emerging petroleum industry, coupled with the increasing global interests in Guyana.
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Value Guyana’s forests provide to
world estimated at US$40-54B
THE ambitious initiatives set out in
Guyana’s recently launched and expanded Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030, will be funded from
money earned from the sale of carbon
credits.
The sale is one initiative outlined in
the draft document. Just how much will
be gained from the sale of Guyana’s carbon credits is uncertain; however, estimates informing the development of
LCDS 2030 place the value Guyana’s
forests provide to the world at US$40$54 billion.
By refusing to clear its forests,
Guyana foregoes opportunities for agriculture, mining and infrastructure, in
favour of providing ecosystem services
to the world and sequestering carbon to
mitigate the rapid warming of the earth.
Guyana’s position is that its people,
and those from countries with similar
forest endowments, must be recognised
for this contribution to the world in a
tangible way.
President, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali
first announced the plan to sell carbon
credits during a press conference in
April.
“To advance our participation in

An aerial view of Guyana’s forest

the carbon market, we have signed a letter of intent with Emergent Finance Accelerated Inc., a US-based non-profit
organisation, to sell our carbon credit
through credit contract. This agreement
has the potential of earning us hundreds
of millions of U.S. dollars annually,” Dr.
Ali had said.
Then, in early November, the Pres-

ident advocated for the advancement of
systems to operationalise the carboncredit market at the highest level yet.
Addressing world leaders at the
26th Conference of Parties (COP26) of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), Dr.
Ali said, “Forests constitute a powerful
arsenal in the fight against climate
change. Forest-rich countries must be

provided with the incentives necessary
to keep their forests intact and to reduce
deforestation and forest degradation.
Mindful that deforestation contributes 16 per cent to annual global
emissions and in recognition of the
ecosystem and climate services provided
by forests, it is imperative that we finalise the rules for carbon markets and
REDD+ so as to properly value tropical
forests and the climate services which
they provide.”
Guyana has earned funds for the
preservation of its forests before,
through its partnership with Norway,
which yielded US$212.52 million in
payments in the period 2009-2015. The
PPP/C Government has already earmarked some of these funds for renewable energy projects to clean up and
diversify Guyana’s energy mix.
Guyana and Norway partnered to
build a world-leading forest Monitoring,
Reporting and Verification System
(MRVS), a combined Geographic Information System (GIS) and field-based
monitoring system that provides the
basis for measuring verifiable changes
in Guyana’s forest cover and resultant
carbon emissions.

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Two Guyanese aviation
pioneers pass on
THE last three days have been especially difficult for Guyana’s aviation
sector as its members mourn the death of two of their pioneers jointly credited
for the conceptualising of the Art Williams & Harry Wendt Aeronautical Engineering School.
Veteran aviator, Malcolm Chan-a-Sue, 84, and aircraft maintenance engineer, Lieutenant Colonel (ret’d) Charles Hutson, 80, died within three days
of each other. The Guyana Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) expressed sadness
at the deaths of both men.
Chan-a-Sue was involved in a motor vehicle accident late last month when
the car he was driving, with his wife Margaret in the passenger seat, was hit
by a minibus at the corner of High and Barrack Streets, Kingston, Georgetown.
A police report confirmed the accident and said Chan-a-Sue and his wife
were admitted to the male and female surgical wards, respectively, at the
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation.
“Another sad day for the aviation fraternity in Guyana. Another local hero
is now flying with the angels. Farewell, Captain Malcolm Chan-a-Sue, A.A.
May God grant you eternal rest. Sincere condolences to the family and friends
of Captain Malcolm Chan-a-Sue,” the GCAA said in a brief Facebook post on
Monday.
It added: “The Minister of Public Works, the Chairman and Board of Directors, the Director-General, Management and Staff of the GCAA extend sincerest condolences to the family and friends of the late Captain Malcolm
Chan-a-Sue, A.A., M.S. Guyana has lost another stalwart in aviation.”
Captain Chan-A-Sue served as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the
aeronautical engineering school from its founding in 1993 up until he departed
from the position in 2018.
The Art Williams and Harry Wendt Aeronautical Engineering School said
that Captain Chan-a-Sue dedicated 25 years (1993-2018) of service, business
insight, consultation, expertise and professionalism as founder, Chief Executive
Officer and Director of this institution.
The board, management, staff, instructors and students of Art Williams
and Harry Wendt Aeronautical Engineering School is forever grateful for his
boundless creativity, shared insights, energy and guidance throughout the years.
The board, management, staff, instructors and students offer their heartfelt condolences to Ms Margaret Chan-a-Sue and all of Malcolm’s family,” the school
said in a release.

1176 Morningside Ave, Unit # 1, Scarborough, ON. M1B 3A4
(Inside A2Z Dry Clean Store) Next to Charlie West Indian food (morningside & sheppard)

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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J&J booster shot opens possibility
of US travel for Sputnik-V recipients
PERSONS who received the Russia-produced Sputnik-V COVID-19 vaccine and are interested in traveling to the
United States (US) could find themselves in conflict with that country’s policy of not admitting international
travellers without vaccines approved by
their recognized health regulators.
Specifically, while the Sputnik-V
COVID-19 vaccine has been administered in Guyana, the vaccine has not yet
received emergency use authorization
from neither the World Health Organization (WHO) nor the US-based Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).
There might be a possibility, however, for Sputnik-V recipients in Guyana
to travel to the US because of a new intervention implemented by Guyanese
health authorities which allows for Sputnik-V vaccine recipients to have the USproduced Jannsen (Johnson & Johnson)
COVID-19 vaccine.
Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony
has been discussing the strategy for
COVID-19 booster shots over the last
few weeks. However, on Monday, Dr
Anthony, during his daily COVID-19
briefing on Monday, outlined just how
Guyana will administer booster shots.
The Health Minister said for persons to be eligible to receive the booster
shots, they must fall within one of three
categories established by the health authorities.
Dr Anthony outlined these eligible
categories as persons who are 50 years

and over with or without co-morbidities;
persons who are 18 years and older with
or without co-morbidities; and all healthcare workers who are 18 years and older.
Several vaccines are currently
being administered in Guyana including
Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca, Jannsen
(Johnson & Johnson), Sputnik-V, and
Sinopharm. Minister Anthony was cautious in outlining that the booster
COVID-19 vaccine taken by persons
should be based on the initial vaccines
they received.
Persons who received two doses of
Pfizer vaccine initially should take the
Pfizer vaccine as their COVID-19
booster shot. Persons with two doses of

Moderna vaccine, either Pfizer or the
Moderna vaccines can be used as a
COVID-19 booster shot.
Those who received the one-shot
Jannsen (Johnson & Johnson) vaccine

should take that same vaccine as the
COVID-19 booster shot.
With the Sinopharm vaccine, Dr
Anthony continued, once two doses have
already been received then the
Sinopharm should be used as the
COVID-19 booster shot.
For persons that received two doses
of the AstraZeneca vaccine, the COVID19 booster shot should also be AstraZeneca, however, Pfizer can be
administered as well. For recipients of
the two doses of Sputnik-V, the Jannsen
(Johnson & Johnson) could be used as a
COVID-19 booster shot.
When asked whether persons who
received the J&J booster shot after receiving two doses of Sputnik-V vaccine
could have travel access to the US,
Health Minister Dr Anthony responded,
“yes”. The Health Minister advised persons to walk with their COVID-19 vaccination cards so that the information
regarding the COVID-19 booster shot
could be added to the card.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects

Inside Projects
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Vir Das: people worship women during the day but rape them at night

Comedian Vir Das under ﬁre for
Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
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on
‘two
Indias’
Shah Rukh Khan releases
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‘Laphao’ anthem for KKR
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• Card and Palm Reading
• Crystal ball READING
• 100% accurate
solves all problems of life
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Canadian ﬁrm hits jackpot at
gold mine in Region 8
A Canadian company, Goldsource
Mines Inc. has reportedly hit the jackpot
with a high-quality gold find in its 100%
owned Eagle Mountain concession located in Region Eight, Potaro-Siparuni.
Not only did the company find high
quality gold but it also was able to locate
the gold deposit near to the surface. This
was disclosed in a recent statement the
company made on its website disclosing
its latest results from infill and expansion drilling it conducted at the location
encompassing 1,360-acre concession.
Infill drilling is basically drilling
new holes between previously drilled
holes to map out exactly where the gold
might be located and how much of it.
Expansion drilling on the other hand is
mapping out fixed starting points from
which a company intends to expand its
gold deposit.
According to the company, the
newly reported results are for 29 core
holes that were drilled at 4 areas on its
Eagle Mountain Concession, namely,
Bacchus, Bottle Bank, No. 1 Hill and
Bucket Shaft.
Core holes are holes that are drilled
using a special drilling equipment with
diamond bits to extract core samples
from the earth to test for gold and its
quality. At the No.1 hill, Goldsource
Mines Inc., drilled 10 core holes and
managed to find high quality gold near
the surface.
In one of the core holes, the company struck near-surface high-grade
mineralization (material in which higher

Eagle Mountain Gold project located in Region 8

grades of gold are found) of 16.5 metres
with an estimated true width (ETW) of
14.2 metres grading 20.04 grams per
tonne (“gpt”) in saprolite.
Saprolite are weathered rocks and
what locals would call soft rock and
most time considered ‘easy’ material for
mining. Goldsource Inc. even boasted
that the hole it drilled produced significantly higher grades of gold than previously estimated.
Starting at 93 metres down that
same hole, the company struck mineralization of 21.0 metres with an ETW of
18.2 metres grading 1.32 gpt gold.
These show that material that contains the high grade gold can also be
found much deeper. For the Bacchus and
Bucket Shaft Areas the company obtained drill results from 19 core holes. In
one of them called the company inter-

sected mineralization of 7.5metres with
an ETW of 6.5 metres, grading 1.32gpt
gold starting at a depth of 25.5 metres.
Another hole named drilled approximately 80 metres to the south of the previous drill hole, found mineralization of
10.5 metres with an ETW of 6.7 metres
grading 1.12 gpt gold starting 81 metres
down.
A third hole named, intersected
mineralization of 1.5 metres with an
ETW of 1.2 metres grading 10.90 gpt
gold starting 15 metres down. Goldsource Mines Inc. had also drilled seven
more core holes totaling 803 metres at
the Salbora deposit on its Eagle Mountain Gold Project.
Results from this area showed that
one hole intersected mineralization of
1.5 metres with an ETW of 1.4 metres
grading 18.98 gpt gold starting at a depth

of 34.5 metres. Two other holes also
showed good results for the company.
One of them struck mineralization
4.5 metres with an ETW of 3.5 metres,
grading 7.70 gpt gold starting at 112.5
metres down while the other core hole
intersected mineralization of 1.5 metres
with an ETW of 1.2 metres grading
37.86 gpt gold at a depth of 124.5 metres.
These higher-grade intersections,
according to the company, were found
approximately 80-100 metres below the
Inferred Mineral Resource (estimated
amount of mineral/gold in the earth’s
crust with limited or no evidence).
Goldsource Inc’s Chief Executive
Officer (CEO), Steve Parsons, said that
the latest drilling results has provided
key insights for his company’s ongoing
operation”.
Goldsource Inc was first heard of in
Guyana back in 2014 when its subsidiary, Stronghold Inc, teamed up with
a local mining firm, Kilroy Inc to operate
a 250-hectare concession at Eagle
Mountain. The Canadian company had
said back then that a medium-scale mining permit is required under Guyana’s
law to be held by a Guyanese national.
As a result it was forced to partner with
a Guyanese owned company. Not much
was heard of the foreign mining company’s operation in Guyana until 2016
when it announced that “it had reached
commercial production on Phase I at its
100%-owned Eagle Mountain Gold
Project, in Region Eight”.

Guyana Minister gets senior Caribbean post
On Thursday, Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha was elected to
serve as the Chairman of the 61st Session of the Caribbean Meteorological
Council for the next 12 months. This
announcement came via a press release
issued by the Agriculture Ministry.
The Caribbean Meteorological
Council, is the Governing Body of the
Caribbean Meteorological Organization (CMO), a specialised agency of
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
While delivering the feature address, Minister Mustapha said given
the importance of having access to accurate and up-to-date weather information, the Government, since taking
office, has made several investments to
improve the public weather service in
Guyana.
“It is in this context that the development of a National Flood Early
Warning System became extremely
relevant and, in June of this year,
Guyana launched its first National
Flood Early Warning System. While

the system is still in its pilot phase, its
development is critical to protecting
lives, livelihoods, and property. Critical to our medium-term development
agenda, the Government of Guyana recently developed a roadmap for the development of a National Multi-Hazard
Early Warning System. Additionally, to
further enhance the public weather
service, investments have also been
made to repair the radar, and to facilitate the maintenance of Automatic
Weather Stations,” Minister Mustapha
said.
The Caribbean Meteorological
Council is the supreme organ of the organization and comprises Ministers responsible for meteorology. While
acting as Chair, Minister Mustapha
will be tasked with guiding issue directions of a general or special character
as to the policy to be pursued by the
organization and its many organs.
Outlining Guyana’s current efforts towards building resilience and
attaining sustainable development,
Minister Mustapha noted that a major

component to achieving those goals
would involve the integration of water,
weather, and climate services and solutions.
This recognition, he said, is underscored in the recently revised National Development Strategy: The Low
Carbon Development Strategy
(LCDS), which has been expanded to
include biodiversity and ecosystem
services, the maritime environment,
and water resources management.
The minister also went on to say
that Guyana, through the Hydrometeorological Service and other Governmental and non-Governmental
agencies, is committed to accomplishing the integration of weather, climate,
and water agendas through national
adaptation and resilience policies.
“In the specific case of the Hydrometeorological Service, and in its
role of national regulator, a Strategic
Plan was recently developed with support under the Climate Resilience and
Early Warning Systems (CREWS)
Project and the Caribbean Meteorolog-

ical Organization. This Strategic Plan
has allowed Guyana to align the national priorities on weather, water and
climate with the ambitions of the international community as led regionally
by the Caribbean Meteorological Organization (CMO) and internationally
by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO),” the minister added.
Furthermore, Minister Mustapha
told the Council that Guyana, with
support from its regional and international partners, has been working to
strategically improve and expand its
observational and monitoring infrastructure with investments in state-ofthe-art technologies.
Minister Mustapha succeeds Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines’ Prime
Minister, Ralph Gonsalves, who
served as Chair of the 60th CMC.
The CMC was established by its
Member States in 1962, to further the
regionalisation of meteorology in the
Anglophone Caribbean.
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ExxonMobil targeting 36 wells
next year offshore Guyana
While it awaits approval from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
to drill 24 wells evenly across the Kaieteur and Canje oil blocks, operator of
the two deepwater concessions, Esso Exploration and Production Guyana Limited (EEPGL), is planning to target
another 12 wells, in its oil rich Stabroek
Block come next year.
This much was revealed by Hess
Corporation which holds a 30 percent
working interest in the Stabroek Block.
During Bank of America’s recently
held Energy Conference, Hess’ Chief
Operating Officer, Greg Hill, noted that
the partners have about four and a half
years left before its exploration licence
comes to an end for the Stabroek Block.
During that time, Hill said, the partners are confident that they have adequate time left to explore and understand
the resource base of the block before
being required to return no less than 20
percent of the block to the State. It was
at this point, he revealed that the partners’ confidence is rooted in the aggressive exploration plan, which Exxon has
lined up for next year.
As for his Chief Executive Officer,
John Hess, he was thrilled to speak about
the massive potential value the company
sees for the Stabroek Block.
Hess said, “…we have now made
21 significant discoveries since 2015.”

Map showing a competitive drilling landscape in the Guyana-Suriname basin

That estimate was recently increased to 10 billion barrels of oil equivalent resources from the previous nine
billion.”
The Hess boss added, “…we continue to see the potential for at least six
Floating, Production, Storage and Offloading (FPSOs) vessels producing on
a gross basis, greater than 1 million barrels of oil per day by 2027 and up to 10
FPSOs, to develop all discovered re-

sources. So we are planning to have an
active exploration and appraisal programme next year, just as we did in
2021.”
Further to this, the CEO said his
shareholders and even Executive Members are excited about the Guyana discoveries since they rank among some of
the largest of the past decade.
Hess said too, the reservoirs rank
among the highest quality in the world,

since its sweet composition allows for
low carbon emissions while adding that
the discoveries carry some of the lowest
costs of production.
Taking those crucial points into
consideration, the Hess boss said
Guyana’s oil will surely be needed 20
years from now.
“And there is going to be a lot of
value from that for our shareholders,”
expressed the CEO.

CRIME & COURTS

Woman claims she was beaten by cops
A young Guyanese woman is calling on the Police’s Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR), to
investigate an alleged severe beating
meted out to her by ranks at the Sparendaam and Beterverwagting Police Stations.
Sarah Baker, 24, who resides at
Better Hope, East Coast Demerara
(ECD) alleges that the beating was inflicted on her while she was in their
custody on Thursday night.
During a telephone interview with
Baker yesterday, she told Kaieteur
News that her brother was taken to the
Sparendaam Police Station that night,
following an argument between him
and his girlfriend.
According to Baker, her brother
and his girlfriend had been arguing in
the bar, which they operate at their
home, after which a report was lodged
with the police.
The police reportedly arrived
some two hours later and arrested
Baker’s brother.

Baker said she went the police station at about 22:00hrs that night, to enquire about her brother and was
informed by a rank, to return approximately ten minutes later.
During this time, Baker said she
chose to return home to close up the
family’s business—Benab Bar—which
they own and operate at their residence.
Baker told this publication that
when she returned to the police station,
she was informed that her brother was
placed on $15,000 bail, which pressed
her to ask about the charge.
“When I asked the money was for
what, it became a whole story. Then a
CID officer who visited our home earlier told me to sit on the bench and I
asked why because I was not under arrest.”
The woman related that at this
point in time the Detective, turned and
told her, “well get yuh lil stinking
mother sk**t out of the station.”
She concedes responding to the
rank with the same tone of language,

after which a law enforcement officer
who was seated at his desk allegedly
ran and “choked” her.
The incident caused her common
law husband—who was not too far
away—to attempt to defend his wife, to
no avail. The rank, accompanied by a
female police then reportedly handcuffed the woman.
“How she put the handcuff so
tight, it cut my wrist and they put my
husband out of the station,” she
said.Baker said that her husband was on
the road when two policemen attacked
him, kicked him to his face and caused
him to lose a tooth, before hitting him
with a gun to his head. He was then
placed in the lockups, according to the
woman. During the ordeal, she was
subsequently transferred to the Beterverwagting Police Station, but not before reportedly suffering another
thrashing from the ranks.
“As soon as I came down the station steps, one of the officers slapped
me and another one cuff me…then the

female rank held onto the chain from
the handcuffs and pulled me to the vehicle.”
Baker said, “After some struggle,
I got into the vehicle. When I got into
the vehicle, the female officer took a
baton and gave me one lash to my left
side shoulder and then the male on the
other side cuffing me to my belly.
She said too that while “I was in
the station, they told all the other officers and the prisoners that I was a prostitute and how no one paid me for the
night, so I am upset and that I am on
drugs, they were having a ball.”
Baker said she was held in custody
at that police station until the following
afternoon (Friday) before being taken
to the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) for a medical examination.
She said, it was only after her
mother contacted the Police Office of
Professional Responsibility (OPR),
“that is when I got to go to the hospital.”
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Former SVG Prime Minister
Mitchell passes at age 90
Sir James Mitchell, the second
prime minister of St Vincent and the
Grenadines, died on Tuesday, his family
has confirmed. He was 90 years old.
His death has brought to an end an
era in the history of the country since he
had been last surviving parliamentarian
at the time when the island gained political independence from Britain on October 27, 1979.
“We are saddened to hear the news
that the founder of the New Democratic
Party (NDC) Sir James Mitchell has
passed away. He was one of the founding fathers of our nation and served as
the second Prime Minister of St Vincent
and the Grenadines from 1984 to 2000,
as well as premier to St Vincent and the
Grenadines from 1972 to 1974,” the
NDC said in a statement following the
announcement of his death.
“During his time serving our nation, he achieved huge amounts in steering St Vincent and the Grenadines in the

right direction, by providing economic
stability and improving housing across
our islands. The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) once said of his economic
leadership ‘there’s much to please and
little to fault’.
“Sir James is undoubtedly to be
credited for numerous developments in
our country. He was the embodiment of
a true statesman and a nation builder.
Sir James was much loved by everybody
that knew him and we pray for his family during this difficult time. May he rest
in peace,” the party added in the statement.
Sir James, who was popularly
known as “Son Mitchell,” died five days
after being discharged from the Intensive Care Unit of the Queen Elizabeth
Hospital, in Barbados, where he had
been taken after falling ill at his home in
Bequia, on October 30.
He was initially diagnosed, in Bequia, as having a gallstone, but was

Sir James Mitchell

brought to the capital, Kingstown, where
doctors said he had an infection.
“I have never hid my condition
from the people of St Vincent and as you

know, I have always been reporting how
I am feeling well and swimming and all
of that,” Sir James told CMC in a telephone conversation from his hospital
bed in Kingstown, on October 31.
He said then that he had taken a fall
in his kitchen about four months ago and
while he suffered no broken bones, he
had been experiencing some health challenges since then.
Doctors later decided to transfer Sir
James to Barbados, where he was treated
for severe dengue and sepsis, among
other complications, his family said.
After being discharged from hospital in Barbados last Thursday, Sir James
was taken back to “his beloved home
Bequia” where he died.
“Throughout this entire ordeal, Sir
James has been comforted by the support and love expressed on a daily basis
by his former cabinet ministers, colleagues, constituents and his cherished
NDP family,” the family said.

IMF calls on T&T to deal with Forex issues
The International Monetary Fund
mission that recently visited T&T has
called on the authorities to remove all
restrictions on current international
transactions while providing sufficient
foreign exchange to meet demand for
all current international transactions.
“The mission underscored the
need for an appropriate policy mix to
support the exchange rate regime and
called for the removal of restrictions on
current international transactions. The
authorities are encouraged to modernize FX and money market infrastructure to reduce inefficiencies and
imbalances to support the sustainability
of the existing arrangements,” the IMF
stated.
“Looking to the future, greater exchange rate flexibility would reduce
the need for fiscal policy adjustments
to restore external balance and create
room for more countercyclical monetary policy. The mission encouraged
the authorities to remove all restrictions on current international transactions while providing sufficient FX to
meet demand for all current international transactions,” it stated.
The IMF made the comments in a
Concluding Statement issued on Friday
which described the preliminary findings of IMF staff at the end of an official staff visit to T&T.
IMF missions are undertaken as
part of regular consultations under Article IV of the IMF’s Articles of Agreement, in the context of a request to
borrow from the IMF, as part of discussions of staff monitored programs, or

as part of other staff monitoring of economic developments.
Based on the preliminary findings
of this mission, staff will prepare a report that will be presented to the IMF
Executive Board for discussion and decision.
In its report the IMF stated that
T&T is projected to have a strong economic recovery next year, the International monetary Fund has stated in the
Staff Concluding Statement from its
2021 Article IV Mission to this country.
However the IMF has warned that
the Central Bank needs to remain vigilant to any build-up of financial vulnerabilities.
“Real GDP growth in 2022 is expected at 5.7 per cent, reinforced by the
continued policy support and the anticipated recovery in oil and gas production. Still, output would remain below
pre-COVID-19 levels well into the
medium-term. With demand pressures
contained, headline inflation in 2022 is
projected at about 2.4 percent,” it
stated.
“The current account surplus will
remain high over the medium term,
supported by the recovery of energy
exports, and foreign reserves would be
at around seven months of imports,” it
stated.
T&T faced unprecedented challenges in 2020-21, the IMF stated.
“The combined effects of COVID19, energy production cuts, and price
shocks pushed the economy further
into recession. The authorities’ decisive

policy response helped contain
COVID-19’s spread, protect lives and
livelihoods, and pave the way for a
strong recovery. The immediate priorities are to accelerate vaccinations and
support the economic recovery,” it
stated.
“Once the recovery is firmly in
place, policy attention should focus on
reducing public debt levels and rebuilding fiscal buffers, supported by a
credible fiscal framework. The Central
Bank should remain vigilant to any
build-up of financial vulnerabilities.
Structural reforms remain vital to support sustainable and inclusive growth,”
it stated.
The IMF added that the authorities
acted decisively to contain the pandemic.
“Containment and health measures to fight the virus limited the number of cases and fatalities despite
waves of infections. Progress on vaccination efforts is ongoing, with about 45
percent of the targeted population fully
vaccinated as of November 15, 2021.
Moreover, the government introduced a
fiscal policy package of about 4 percent of GDP to help the most vulnerable, employment, and firms, while the
Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago
(CBTT) eased monetary and financial
sector policies to ensure adequate liquidity and preserve financial stability,”
it stated.
The fiscal deficit and public debt
rose sharply over the period, the IMF
stated.
“The overall fiscal deficit widened

to 11.6 per cent of GDP in FY2020
from 3.7 percent of GDP in FY2019,
driven mostly by lower energy tax proceeds and outlays to mitigate the pandemic. At 10.1 percent of GDP, the
overall fiscal deficit in FY2021 remained high due to continued weak
revenue performance,” it stated.
The IMF stated that the fiscal
deficit is expected to narrow but public
debt will remain high.
“The fiscal deficit is projected to
narrow to 7.5 percent of GDP in
FY2022, reflecting a combination of
higher revenue mobilization and modest spending cuts. Over the medium
term, the fiscal deficit is projected to
gradually narrow and reach balance by
FY2027,” it stated.
The IMF stated that risks to the
outlook are tilted to the downside.
“The emergence of new virus
strains could derail the global recovery,
which would likely weaken global energy demand and prices, thus intensifying the economic impact on T&T.
Unexpected supply-chain or logistics
issues could affect levels of energy
production. The lingering effects of the
recession could exacerbate financial
sector risks. On the upside, strongerthan-projected global recovery could
result in higher energy prices, improving the fiscal and external positions.
Faster containment of the pandemic
and the implementation of key structural reforms would boost non-energy
sector growth,” it stated.
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Trinidad in grip of third COVID
wave – Health Minister
Trinidad and Tobago is in the
midst of a third wave of COVID-19 infections, Minister of Health Terrence
Deyalsingh said on Monday.
Speaking at the Ministry of
Health’s COVID-19 media briefing
Deyalsingh explained that epidemiologists have deemed the rising COVID infections and deaths as a third wave of
the pandemic since the rolling sevenday average of cases is now over 500plus.
T&T experienced its first wave of
COVID-19 infections in August/September 2020, followed by a second
wave in June/July 2021.
On Monday, the country recorded
ten additional deaths and 404 new
COVID cases. This took the active cases
to 8,695, with hospitalisations at a
record high of 539 patients seeking care.
Deyalsingh said as part of his ministry’s effort to better manage this latest
wave as the Delta variant continues to
circulate, the ministry will be coordinating the role the five Emergency Operations Centres (EOCs) will play in the
deployment of resources and personnel
as the demand for treatment increases.
Deyalsingh again encouraged citizens aged 12 and over to get vaccinated.
He said while vaccination remains

voluntary, “in this current wave, it is
now imperative that even for the vaccinated, that the three Ws also apply.”
“Don’t let your guard down, even
if you are vaccinated at this time,”
Deyalsingh said.
Reminding people to wash hands,
wear masks and watch their distance, he
said with the Christmas festivities afoot,
citizens should “avoid social gatherings
as much as humanly possible.”
For the unvaccinated, he had these
words of advice: “It now means without
the extra level of protection that a vaccine gives you, it means that you have
to be doubly and more stringent in your
hand-washing, masking, your social distancing. It means you literally have to be
only outside for really important tasks
like working, going to the pharmacy,
going to the grocery, because you are
unvaccinated.”
He added, “That is a choice you
have made and we understand that, we
respect it.
“We may not agree with it but we
respect it.”
Saying private hospitals have not
been debarred from treating COVID-19
patients, the Minister added, “Home
treatment for COVID is not recommended at this point in time.”

T&T Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh

Ofﬁcers kill each other over woman
Relatives of a police officer, who
was killed in a shootout with a member
of the T&T Coast Guard Sunday morning, have denied that he was involved in
a love triangle.
Speaking at his home at Upper Irving Street in San Juan Sunday afternoon,
Nick Anderson repeatedly denied rumours over the reason for the shooting,
which were circulated on social media
following reports of his brother Jomo
Gulston’s death.
According to preliminary reports,
around 2.20 am, police officer Gulston,
38, dropped a female friend off at North
Post Road in Diego Martin.
However, Coast Guardsman Jabary
Francois, 33, of Waterwheel Road, River
Estate, Diego Martin, reportedly walked
up to Gulston’s Nissan AD Wagon and
tapped on the windshield. The men reportedly had a brief argument over the
mutual female acquaintance before Francois, who was last assigned to the Coast
Guard’s Special Naval Unit, drew a
firearm and began shooting at Gulston,
who returned fire with his 9 mm pistol.
Francois ran a short distance away
before he collapsed and succumbed to a
gunshot wound to the left side of his
chest.
Gulston, who was last assigned to
the Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) and

the Guard and Emergency Branch
(GEB), was shot seven times but still
managed to drive a short distance along
St Lucien Road before he fell unconscious and crashed into a gate at a house
at Dularie Private Road.
Both men were pronounced dead by
a District Medical Officer (DMO).
Sunday, Anderson claimed that his
brother contacted him several times on
Saturday night to join him at a “house
lime” at Trou Macaque, Laventille.
“I could have been in the car as we
would have gone together if I decided to
go,” Anderson said.

He claimed that he knew the female
friend his brother had dropped home before being attacked, as he met her several
times in the past.
He claimed, although the woman,
who is said to be a civilian staff member
of the T&T Police Service (TTPS), had
a car, his brother would sometimes drop
her home after liming, as she had concerns over drinking and driving and
crime within her community.
“That is how he was. He was always checking up on friends and relatives,” he said.
Anderson said his brother, who was

a police officer for the past seven years,
would not have been the aggressor in the
argument and suggested that Francois
was possibly in a “jealous rage” before
he (Gulston) and the woman arrived at
the location.
“He (Jomo) was not aggressive or
confrontational. He would have just responded to the threat based on his training,” he said.
Anderson said he and other relatives
were comforted by the fact that he was
able to defend himself in the shooting.
He noted that based on the ammunition
found in his pistol, his brother discharged
eight rounds and managed to hit Francois
once after being shot.
He said his brother’s wife, who is
eight months pregnant, went into early
labour after getting the news of her husband’s death.
Speaking briefly, his wife claimed
that the news came as a shock.
“I don’t know anything because I
am pregnant and I am in hospital. I don’t
know what to say,” she said.
She also questioned why he was attacked, as she confirmed his brother’s
claims over his calm temperament.
She said that her last memories of
Gulston was making plans and preparations for the birth of their son.
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JA gov't working with farmers to
produce castor oil for biodiesel
The Ministry of Transport and Mining, through the Jamaica Bauxite Institute (JBI), is partnering with small
farmers across the country to boost cultivation of the castor oil plant to produce
biodiesel for the Jamaica Urban Transit
Company Limited (JUTC).
Portfolio Minister, Robert Montague, who made the disclosure, said that
the Ministry will be moving to secure
some 5,000 acres of “unclaimed lands”
to commence growing the castor plant.
Minister Montague, who was
speaking at the opening of the Jamaica
Bauxite Mining Limited’s (JBM) administrative building at Reynold’s Pier in
Ocho Rios, St Ann, on Friday, November
19, noted that Jamaica has the capacity
to manufacture and distribute castor oil
on a large scale.
“We are moving with the JBI to institute a castor oil project. We have just
signed off on a big deal with a company
to supply the JUTC with biodiesel. [We
subsequently] discovered that the mineral oil they use, the element they use is
[actually] castor oil…that they actually
import from India… and we can grow
castor oil right here in Jamaica,” he
noted.

“So, what we are moving to do is to
plant up a lot of these reclaimed lands
with castor oil, [process it] and sell it to
this company… and the JBI will be leading that process to plant some 5,000
acres of castor oil,” he said.
The Minister indicated that a deal
has already been finalised with the Jamaica Castor Oil Growers Association to
get production going.
He noted that local castor oil is in
great demand worldwide, and “we have
seen others” making products and branding them as Jamaican.
“We want to grow it here and we
want to grow it with the small farmers in
the entire Jamaica,” he added.
Construction of this JBM administrative building was undertaken by the
Port Authority of Jamaica.
Work initially started in May 2018
but was delayed due to some geotechnical issues. After resolving many of these
issues, the project was restarted in October 2018 and was completed in August
2019.
The Reynold’s Pier is a mixed port
that is utilised by both the Port Authority
and the JBM for the berthing of cargo
vessels and cruise ships

Turning castor oil into biodiesel requires intensive farming

Support pouring in for dancehall icon Tiger
Dancehall artiste Rhiality, the
daughter of dancehall icon Tiger, is
pleased with the level of public support
being given to her father in the wake of
an appeal for financial assistance to help
defray his medical expenses.
The artiste's family had set up a
Real Helping Hands account and the account has amassed over US$2,000 so
far, a little more than a quarter of the
US$8,000 goal.
"I appreciate everyone who has
given money to help my father. Buju
Banton , Ayesha Davis, plus names like
honestmanPNP and Donald Henry. Plus
many people have called to say they will
be coming by in person to provide assistance,” Rhiality, whose real name is
Rhia Jackson, said.
Fellow artiste Bounty Killer also
voiced his support for Tiger.
“This is the real concern at hand
right now another fellow artiste needs
help,” Bounty Killer wrote on IG and
posted a link to the Real Helping Hands
account.
Tiger reportedly suffered a second
minor stroke three weeks ago, a setback
that has forced his family to seek financial aid to help defray his medical expenses.
“It was a minor stroke, thank God.
It affected his left side and he is walking
very slowly. But otherwise, he is keep-

Dancehall icon Tiger — suffered several strokes

ing his spirits up,” his daughter Rhiality
said.
Tiger, first recorded as a singer

under the name Ranking Tiger, his first
single being Why Can’t You Leave
Dreadlocks Alone? in 1978.

Then in the early 1980s, he began
working as a deejay with the Black Star
sound system, often performing alongside fellow deejay Bruk Back and singer
Anthony Malvo. Then he blew up like a
Roman Candle in 1985 with several
local hits including “No Wanga Gut”
and “No Puppy Love”. He was signed
by Mango Records who released his first
album, Me Name Tiger, in 1986.
The legend of Tiger grew with his
bombastic live performances, and he
recorded for producers including Harry
J, King Jammy, Gussie Clarke, Sly &
Robbie, Philip “Fatis” Burrell and
Donovan Germain. In 1989, he became
one of the first dancehall artists to cross
over into the US hip hop scene when he
did a combination with the Fat Boys on
“T’ings Nah Go So”.
Success continued in the 1990s and
he was signed by Columbia Records’
short-lived Chaos imprint. His only
album for the label was ‘Claws of the
Cat’ in 1993. In the early 1990s, he
scored big with the hit song, ‘When’.
He suffered a major life-altering accident on his bike in 1994, and there was
an out-of-court settlement in 2002 but
his medical expenses have decimated
that award. He has performed periodically at shows over the last few years but
he has not been able to return to his former glory days.
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West Indies women begin ICC
World Cup qualifying campaign
WEST INDIES begin their International Cricket Council (ICC)
Women’s Cricket World Cup qualifying
campaign against Ireland at the Old
Hararians Ground in Harare, Zimbabwe
on Tuesday.
Captain Stafanie Taylor is confident the team has what it takes to kick
off their qualifying campaign on a winning note and believes the recent 3-0
One-Day International series sweep
against Pakistan has upped the ante.
“I think the morale is pretty good
especially seeing batters getting runs. I
think that’s something that we’ve been
working on, batters scoring runs and
helping the team.
“We’ve been relying on the bowling department for quite some time now
so it’s really nice that the batters have
been scoring those runs,” she said during Monday’s pre-match press conference.
The game bowls off from 3.30am
TT time and is the first of three qualifying matches to be played before the second group stage. On Saturday, West
Indies play Sri Lanka and then Netherlands on Monday.
If they progress to the second
stage, West Indies will do battle against
the other top performing nations for one
of three automatic World Cup qualifier
spots.
The ICC Women’s Cricket World
Cup bowls off in New Zealand from
March 4 to April 3 next year.
The Jamaican skipper said they
will not be taking any of their opponents

WI women’s captain Stafanie Taylor during a net session in Zimbabwe

lightly.
“That’s the one thing you don’t
want to do. Everyone’s here to win the
competition and some of the teams we
haven’t played in such a long time. Zimbabwe is not in our zone but we’re not
here to take any team for granted. We’re
here to play hard cricket and come out
on top,” she said.
Taylor remains optimistic the team

would carry their winning momentum
from the Pakistan series into the qualifiers.
“We had a good series against Pakistan so that’s what I would like to see,
not just tomorrow but throughout the
competition.
“We’ve been playing some good
cricket and we’ve been getting some really good scores from our top players.

Even to the lesser batting line up, just to
continue from where we left off in Pakistan,” she added.
The 30-year-old confirmed the
team was in good spirits but said there
were still some areas they plan to improve on heading into Tuesday’s opener.
Running smartly between the
wickets and picking up quick singles remain top priority for the batters while
the bowlers have been working on reducing the number of wide balls
bowled.
According to Cricket West Indies,
there have been four centuries in a calendar year from the top three batters on
the team – a first for West Indies women
in ODI cricket.
Taylor scored two while Deandra
Dottin and Hayley Matthews each
scored one. The team also sees the return of wicketkeeper/batter Shemaine
Campbelle, who was very reliable with
the bat and the glove on the recent trip
to Pakistan.
Acclimatising in Zimbabwe has
been a bit of a challenge but Taylor remains upbeat on the team’s chances of
progressing.
She closed, “We’ve been here a
week or so, not really having much
game time here. We haven’t had any
middle practice whatsoever; we’ve only
been in the nets.
“When we played our only practice
game, the pitch was a bit slow. I guess
in the Caribbean some pitches in
Guyana are a bit slow.

Windies' Russell, Powell shine in Abu Dhabi
ANDRE Russell and Rovman
Powell were among the West Indians
delivering quality performances in the
Abu Dhabi T10 League in United Arab
Emirates, on Saturday.
Russell cracked 43 not out off 17
balls which included three fours and
four sixes to guide Deccan Gladiators
to 146/3 in ten overs.
In response, Chennai Braves
scored 122/4 as Gladiators pulled off a
24-run victory. Fast bowler Odean
Smith snatched 2/16 in two overs for
Gladiators.
Powell hit three fours and four
sixes in his knock of 42 off 17 balls, but
Northern Warriors could not chase
down 133 for victory against Team Abu
Dhabi.
Kennar Lewis struck 35 off 17 deliveries as Warriors could only muster
111/7 in their ten overs.
Fidel Edwards took 1/26 in two
overs for Team Abu Dhabi.
Batting first, Team Abu Dhabi
scored 132/5 with Chris Gayle contributing just nine. Rayad Emrit
grabbed 2/17 in two overs for Warriors.
In the third and last match on Saturday

West Indies batsman Andre Russell

Dwayne Bravo’s Delhi Bulls defeated
Bangla Tigers by six wickets. Tigers
posted 69/6 in ten overs with Andre
Fletcher and Johnson Charles contribut-

ing just two and five respectively. Romario Shepherd picked up 1/14 in two
overs and Dominic Drakes bagged 1/22
in his spell. Sherfane Rutherford lashed

27 off 14 balls to propel the Bulls to
71/4 in 8.1 overs. Bravo ended on five
not not. The tournament bowled off on
Friday.
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New shipment
just in time for
Christmas
The NEW breed of
WORLD CLASS
harmoniums
"BHASKAR"
Only $1599.00 each. Check it out.
Call Bhaskar 647 216 2359
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS

BAIN THOMPSON
Sales Representative

You will enjoy our professional and
enthusiastic style of doing business and our
knowledge of the real estate market.

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Let us teach
you how to
make money
in real estate

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

