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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.
BOLT: I COULD’VE WON IN TOKYO Sprint legend Usain Bolt said he
could have emerged from retirement to win a fourth-straight Olympic 100m title in
Tokyo this year, insisting the winning time was within his reach. See story, Page 27

Marlin Herbs is
about Restorative
Health.

REMEMBERING THE FALLEN: Guyana President, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, on Sunday recalled the sacrifices of Guyanese who died during World
Wars 1 and 11, as they sought peace and freedom. In keeping with the goal of
the fallen soldiers, he pledged: “We the citizens of the Co-operative Republic of
Guyana, on this solemn occasion, rededicate ourselves to the search for peace
and well-being of our beloved country.” Appearing with the President was Prime
Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark Phillips, pictured at left, above
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Restorative
Restora
ative healtth
h,
that is what
Marlin Herbs is
always about.

Restorative healtth, that is what Marlin Herbs is alway aboutt.
Health is not the absen
nce of Disease.
IT IS A ST
TA
AT E OF PHYSICAL,, MORAL AN D SPIRITUAL WELL BEING.

There are four main types of disease: infe
ectious diseases, deficiency diseases, hereditary
diseases (including both genetic disease
es and non-genetic hereditary diseases), and
physiological diseases.
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Health
Therapeutic treatments herbal and
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major organ systems in the human body,
which include the circulatory, respiratory,
digestive, excretory, nervous, endocrine
lymphatic systems, immune, integumentarry
(includes hair and
d nail), skeletal, muscle an
nd
reproductive systems.

! 416 281
2
HERB (4372)

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

hypothalamus
pituitary
thyroid
d
parathyyroid
adrena
al
pineal body
the ova
aries
the tesstes

 mar

rlinherbs@gmail.com

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18 2021

3

4

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18 2021

EQUALITY NEWS

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18 2021

5

Ontario pharmacies to offer Covid
testing to symptomatic people
Ontario pharmacies will soon have
the option to offer COVID-19 testing to
symptomatic people.
That's a change from the previous
policy, which only allowed for testing in
a pharmacy if a person wasn't showing
any symptoms of the virus.
While speaking at a news conference Tuesday, Premier Doug Ford said
he is confident protocols will be in place
to protect shoppers. Ford indicated
masking policies remain in place and
said there will be dedicated lines for
testing.
"We have strong protocols in place
… we're going to be very cautious,"
Ford said.
Currently, pharmacies can only
carry out COVID-19 tests for people
without symptoms, who haven't been in
contact with someone with COVID-19,
and aren't part of an outbreak investigation. The testing is largely intended for
residents, workers and visitors of longterm care homes, Indigenous individu-

Symptomatic people can now get tested at local pharmacies

als, and people who need out-of-country
medical services.
A government source, not authorized to speak publicly ahead of an upcoming announcement, says pharmacies
— if they opt in — will soon be able to
offer PCR swab tests for people with

symptoms and high-risk contacts of
people with the virus.
The pharmacies will also be able to
serve as drop-off points for at-home
tests, if they want to participate in the
program.
Pharmacies will be expected to

have a dedicated space in which to perform the tests, physical distancing, time
between tests to allow for cleaning, and
put up signage indicating the location
provides symptomatic testing.
Meanwhile, Ontario reported 481
new cases of COVID-19 on Tuesday, as
the seven-day average of daily infections continued to tick upward —
though the pace of that climb has
slowed compared to recent weeks.
Today's count is a roughly nine per
cent jump from the same time last week,
when the province logged 441 cases.
The seven-day average of daily
cases rose to 579. Last Tuesday it stood
at 492.
The most recent estimate from Ontario's COVID-19 Science Advisory
Table is that cases are now doubling
every 24 days or so, compared to about
every 15 to 17 days at the same time last
week. In other words, the rate of growth
in the transmission of the virus is slowing.

Candidate sorry for post about ‘Nigerian’ opponent
United Conservative party hopeful Brian Jean
is apologizing after a post on his social media page
highlighted the ethnicity of his political opponent in
the race to represent the UCP in the Fort McMurrayLac La Biche constituency.
On Saturday, a post was made on Jean's
LinkedIn page, asking people to buy a $10 UCP
membership in Fort McMurray-Lac La Biche, a riding that currently has no MLA after Laila Goodridge
made the successful jump from provincial to federal
politics.
The post read: "There can only be one UCP
candidate. Jason Kenney's people don't want it to be
me. They are pushing a Nigerian economist who
lives in Fort McMurray," referring to candidate
Joshua Gogo, who is also seeking the UCP nomination.
Brian Jean seeking UCP nomination in byelection, calls for Kenney resignation
Jean has since removed the post and in a statement he said the post was written by a campaign volunteer.
Jean said in the email that the post had "unacceptable connotation. The comment was promptly
removed."
He also said he called and texted Gogo and
apologized.
"Not checking the work of the volunteer was an

oversight on my part," wrote Jean.
He added that he met with leaders in Fort McMurray's Nigerian-Canadian community to apologize.
On Facebook, Gogo said he thought Jean implied he wasn't an Albertan.
"If he so chooses, Brian Jean can try to make
this election about my ethnicity," wrote Gogo.
"I will stay focused on showing people from
Fort McMurray to Lac La Biche and everywhere in
between that I am here to work for them, and to provide the stable representation our area deserves."
Joseph Mugodo, member of the UCP and president of the Zimbabwe Fort McMurray Association,
said he's happy that Jean has apologized and removed the comments.
"When candidates or people are being selected
for any position, it should not be about the race… it
should be about what can you do," said Mugodo.
Mugodo said the most important quality for a
candidate is someone who will bring positive change
for the community.
"To me, that was uncalled for," said Mugodo.
Mugodo said he would like to move forward
and focus on what the candidates can bring to the
table.
Funky Banjoko, a Wood Buffalo municipal
councillor, said she was surprised when she first saw

this post.
"This doesn't look good coming from a leader,"
she said.
"That's not who we are in Alberta and that's not
who we are in Fort McMurray."
Banjoko said she's proudly Nigerian-Canadian
and if Jean wanted to talk about Gogo's background,
the proper term would have been Nigerian-Canadian.
"To say Nigerian looks like it's trying to downplay the fact that he is a full-blown Canadian," said
Banjoko. "We shouldn't be bringing such negativity
to politics."
Banjoko said Fort McMurray is an example of
a multicultural community and her experience in
politics has been very positive.
She added this kind of behaviour could make
people step back and avoid politics.
"He needs to go public and take a step forward
and apologize and then we can focus on getting the
best person to go and represent the region," said Banjoko.
She thinks Jean should offer an open apology
to all immigrants and to Gogo.
The UCP's party nomination isn't open at the
moment and a date for the byelection has not been
set.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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with the reality on the ground in some
Canadian cities, especially the Greater
Toronto Area, when he promised to
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the
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year, while gun-related homicides are up
Granger administration, which is sworn to
almost 6%.
uphold
will abide
by it,that
It’sthe
a constitution,
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that the system is not biased against minorities and indigenous peoples.
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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Climate justice: small island
states push back
Small island states are experiencing global warming in ways that most of
us can barely imagine.From the Pacific
to the Caribbean, these tiny nations, already highly vulnerable, are being battered by hurricanes and rising sea levels;
their shorelines are retreating; salinisation is ruining agricultural land and compromising vital sources of freshwater.
Whole villages and communities are
physically shifting to higher ground.
For countries like Tuvalu in the Pacific, and Antigua and Barbuda in the
Caribbean, claims of existential risk are
not alarmist. Rather they reflect the very
real possibility that, along with some of
the world’s other 192 nation-states, Tuvalu and Antigua and Barbuda may not
exist in physical form in just a few
decades time. And this is not the only
path to disaster. Because they lack the
capacity to absorb large shocks, a single
severe weather event in a small island
state can wipe out livelihoods and decimate the economy.
The global diplomatic discourse
around climate favours a false equivalence, a mantra that we are all responsible, that we are in this together. But that
is untrue. Some countries will sink while
others will swim. Some countries bear

Some countries will sink and others will swim

much more responsibility for damaging
the climate than others. Some continue
to enrich themselves in the full knowledge that they are causing real and last-

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

ing harm.
On the first day of the COP26 climate summit, Tuvalu and Antigua and
Barbuda took a modest but important
step towards climate justice. Standing
shoulder to shoulder, the Prime Ministers of these two small nations announced the establishment of a
Commission of Small Island States on
Climate Change and International Law.
This is a momentous development.
Until now, international law has not been
consistently or effectively used to hold
countries to account for the damage they
have inflicted on others through what
contribute to global warming. This is despite well-established principles such as
‘polluter pays’; a dense web of rules that
assign liability for foreseeable harm and
ask that it remediate it; and a network of
courts and tribunals that exist to uphold
these laws and hold violators to account.
The hope is that all countries in
similar positions to Tuvalu and Antigua
and Barbuda will sign up to the Commission. The Alliance of Small Island States
(AOSIS), an intergovernmental body
that brings together small and low-lying
coastal developing States, is key here.
The alliance has been instrumental in
bringing its members to the big table:
amplifying the voices of those who
would otherwise be relegated to the sidelines. AOSIS Member States understand,
very well, the problem of false equiva-

lence. They are starting to reject handouts, rather demanding debt relief and
fair access to vital financing for mitigation and adaptation as a right. They are
now going even further: threatening, in
very clear terms, to take their claims for
loss and damage to international courts
and tribunals.
The issue of liability and compensation for loss and damage associated
with global warming has long been a
sticking point in climate diplomacy and
a focal point for civil society advocacy.
Despite strong lobbying by AOSIS
members, the Paris Agreement (UNFCCC) failed to include any meaningful
acknowledgement of loss and damage.
Subsequent efforts by States Parties to
the UNFCCC to fill this gap have been
subdued and largely unsuccessful.
The announcement of an International Loss and Damage Commission—
established outside the ‘formal
‘system’—should be taken as a clear
sign that the world’s small island developing countries have had enough. No
longer will they be lectured about needing to reduce their own meagre carbon
emissions while archaic development financing rules obstruct their access to
vital funds. No longer will they wait patiently while pledges of the rich and
powerful go unfulfilled. No longer will
they pretend to be satisfied with vague
commitments and empty promises.
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ON Premier promises ‘no mercy’ for
those involved in gun crimes
The Ontario government announced Tuesday it will invest $75.1
million over the next three years to combat gun violence and crime across the
province.
The move, which comes not long
after calls to defund the police made
headlines, was first announced in the recent fall economic statement.
"Gun and gang violence will not be
allowed to thrive in Ontario," Premier
Doug Ford said at a news conference
Tuesday. "There can be no mercy when
it comes down to cracking down on
these crimes."
The province says the move is
aimed to dismantle criminal activity, enhance investigative supports, increase
collaboration throughout the justice sector and stop the flow of illegal guns
across the border.
When asked how spending millions
more dollars on fighting the gun and
gang violence will help, Ford said this
money will make a "huge difference."
"We need boots on the ground, we
need more police officers on the ground.
They've been stressed out, their budgets
are always under review, always being
chopped," Ford said.

Doug Ford: announced $75M investment to combat gun violence

"We need to put money back in
there to have the women and men in uniform out there going after these gangs
and guns. It's very simple."
University of Toronto sociology associate professor Jooyoung Lee called
the move "shortsighted."
"Imagine if more gun violence solutions were truly aimed at upstream
causes? Instead, leaders here and elsewhere keep waiting until young people
are injured or killed to get tough on
crime," Lee said in a tweet.
"It's such a shortsighted and reactionary way of dealing with gun violence."
The province said the money will
go to establishing the Office of Illicit
Drug Intelligence, to disrupt drugs coming into Ontario. It will also go to helping with firearms analysis and tracing
enforcement in an effort to stop gun traffickers.
The province is also creating a mobile prosecution team that will specialize
in guns and gangs.
Approximately $187 million, including this investment, will have gone
to combating gun and gang violence in
the province since 2018.
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Signiﬁcant decrease in murders,
serious crime recorded in 2021
FOR the period January 1 to November 13, 2021, robberies have decreased by 428 and murders by 38, when
compared with the same period in 2020.
This was disclosed by Crime Chief,
Deputy Commissioner Wendell Blanhum during Monday’s launch of the
Christmas Policing Plans 2021.
Based on the statistics he shared
with members of the media, as of November 13, the Guyana Police Force
(GPF) has recorded 638 cases of robberies compared to the 1,066 for the
same period last year.
Similarly, the number of murders
recorded locally decreased from 157 in
2020 to 119 in 2021.
According to Blanhum, these re-

ductions come even as the force has a
shortage of investigators. He emphasised
that this has in no way affected the
force’s ability to effectively carry out its
duties.
“We have an inadequate amount of
ranks. Before we had eight [police] divisions but then we increased the divisions. So, we have to stretch our
resources, but we do have investigators
in all 10 regions. Over the years, we
have been operating short with regards
to human resources and that’s something
that we’re dealing with…It has in no
way affected our performance,” he
added.
The year 2021 has the lowest number of serious crimes, with 1,700 cases

Crime Chief Wendell Blunham
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recorded. This figure represents the lowest in the last 10 years, the highest being
4,204 cases in 2013.
Additionally, this year also saw the
third-lowest murder rate being recorded
in the last 10 years.
The lowest number of robbery/murders over the 10-year period was also
recorded in 2021, with the year 2019
recording 24, which is the highest in a
single year.
The Crime Chief attributed the
force’s success in reducing crime across
the country to the introduction of several
strategies which were specifically
crafted to target crime.
One of the most noteworthy systems implemented by the GPF is the 24hour monitoring of the CCTV centre
which is under the force’s full control
and command. The images and recordings are captured in investigations and in
the prosecution of individuals who have
committed serious crimes.
Blanhum noted that the system
gives the GPF a strategic advantage as it
allows for real-time monitoring and information disseminating to commanders
and patrol officers.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has come to the attention of the
publishers of Equality News that certain persons are removing bulk copies
of this newspaper from stores where
they are being distributed for your
convenience, and then destroying
them.
This illegal practice seems to be designed to stop Equality News from
reaching readers and advertisers, and
is being carried out with the clear intent to discredit our efforts to prove to
our clients that our paper is being
properly circulated weekly.
We are seeking the cooperation of
the public at large and store owners
and their staff to alert us if they see
our paper being removed in bulk from
places of distribution, and if possible,
to provide photographic evidence of
such a crime to us as we fully intend
to pursue such illicit activity to the
fullest extent of the law.
Readers and clients will understand
that we print and distribute Equality
News at significant cost each week in
order to meet our mandate of keeping
people of Caribbean descent informed
of events and happenings in their former homelands.
As well, we provide a weekly opportunity for readers to support community-owned businesses by shopping
locally.
Illegal activities such as the bulk removal of our paper from places of distribution hurt not just us, but our
readers and our clients who depend
on our readership for business, especially in these difficult times.
Please report any such illegal acitivity to us by calling 647-216-2359.
We appreciate your cooperation in
this very serious matter.
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Massive ﬁnancial irregularities
under Coalition unearthed
DOZENS of financial discrepancies, including criminal matters of fraud,
were detected in Region Eight (PotaroSiparuni) throughout the year 2016, and
even though a special audit and police
investigation were done, the perpetrator
is yet to be hauled before the courts.
As the 22nd Parliamentary Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) meeting
convened on Monday, it was tasked with
scrutinising several pages of irregularities in that region, including multiple instances of millions of dollars’ worth of
supplies being purchased without the
requisite approvals.
In relation of the purchase of office
and field supplies, 60 payments totalling
$33.663 million were made out to the
same supplier whose prices for each
item were notably higher than that of his
competitors. Moreover, out of the 60
payments, only 10 payment vouchers
were submitted for audit.
Opposition member of the PAC,
Ganesh Mahipaul, was quick to seek
clarity on how the illegalities were allowed to occur in the first place, and
what measures are now in place to prevent any reoccurrence.
“At the level of the region, this
voucher would have had to pass through
a number of hands,” Mahipaul posited.
In response, Peter Ramoutar, the
Regional Executive Officer (REO) said
that it was likely that the answers to
Mahipaul’s questions would be contained in a special audit done by the
Audit Office for the period January 2016
to July 2017.
Ramoutar, who was only appointed
after the 2020 change of government,
proceeded to share the report of the special audit with the committee. Because
the PAC was now seeing the report for
the first time, Ramoutar was further
pressed for an answer on how the unlawful procedures took place, based on
his knowledge of the report.
“Well, it happened because procedures were not followed and things were
done in a very unprofessional manner…
the checks and balances were all thrown
through the window,” Ramoutar noted.
Asked whether his comments were
reflected in the special audit report, the
REO continued, “Mr. Chairman, the
special audit report was very clear and

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Monday’s Public Accounts Committee meeting raised multiple financial irregularities detected in Region Eight

very precise and detailed, and it did
highlight the shortcomings in every
transaction, which were breaches of all
the regulations.”
The PAC, led by the A Partnership
for National Unity + Alliance for
Change (APNU+AFC), which was in
government between 2015-2021, saw
Chairman, Jermaine Figueira, going further to solicit the input of the Accountant
General, Jennifer Chapman, who confirmed that the purchases were “a total
breach” of regulations and that there was
“collusion”.
She noted that the Guyana Police
Force (GPF) was called in to investigate
the irregularities but no one was
charged.
A component of the special audit
also indicated some damning findings
relating to Kato Breakfast School Feeding Programme.
As the report was circulated in the
Parliament Chambers, government
member of the PAC, Sanjeev Datadin
pointed to the fact that the report, dated
August 2019, found that during the period under review, the RDC made 18

payments to one supplier totalling
$68.853 million for ration for the Kato
school feeding programme.
However, the records showed that
only $16.281 million worth of dietary
supplies were delivered to the school,
leaving an outstanding balance of
$52.572. “[Were] we not feeding the
children?” Datadin queried.
He added: “How would this not
have been addressed? How would this
not have been known… how is this able
to be perpetuated repeatedly? This is a
programme that feeds children.”
Datadin’s line of questioning was
shot down by the Opposition’s Juretha
Fernandes, who asked that the PAC
members be given adequate time to peruse the 12-page report. Her colleague,
Chairman Figueira agreed and questions
on the special audit were deferred.
Nonetheless, as concerns relating
to even more irregularities were being
raised, the PAC called on the former
Permanent Secretary of the then Ministry of Communities, Emil McGarrell,
who joined virtually, explaining that the
region’s accounts department was

grossly understaffed at the time.
“You had one officer at the level of
an assistant accountant, carrying out the
duties of the accountant and chief accountant; that created the conditions that
led to that situation,” McGarrell surmised.
Also joining the meeting virtually,
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Governance, Gail Teixeira sought clarity
on whether the assistant accountant was
sent on leave during the investigations.
McGarrell responded in the negative, saying that this was due to the
shortage of persons to fill the key accounting positions within the regional
administration.
“We were not finding staff for the
accounts department of Region Eight,
and you could not have left the department without an officer to carry out the
duties,” McGarrell noted.
This did not bode well with Minister Teixeira, who insisted, “I don’t buy
the argument.” The government Chief
Whip also questioned whether the REO
at the time faced any sanctions for the
irregularities.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Surinamese businesses eye
investments in Guyana
BUILDING on the foundation laid
by political leaders who have sought to
enhance the relationship between
Guyana and Suriname, a team of 17 investors from the Dutch nation has travelled here to explore the investment
opportunities in the various economic
sectors.
The persons who are in Guyana for
the next three days specialise in real estate, integrated waste management, engineering, import/export and tourism,
among other areas of interest.
The Surinamese investors shared
their intentions with officials from the
Guyana Office for Investment (Go-Investment) and the Private Sector Commission (PSC) during separate meetings
on Monday.
While the full details of those
meetings were not disclosed, this publication understands that the visiting team
has a deep interest in partnering with locals, and investing in some of the government’s priority sectors.
Just two months before this visit,
Suriname’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
International Business and International
Co-operation Albert Ramdin, while in
Guyana, said that the two countries,
which are continental neighbours, are
eyeing the possibility of merging the
two economies into a single market
space, thereby boosting opportunities in
both territories.
Ramdin had said that an integrated
approach is one that is convenient,
owing to the closeness of the two countries, and their economic similarities.
“We strongly believe that these two
markets must be seen as one market,”
the Surinamese minister of government
related.
Both President Dr. Irfaan Ali and
his Surinamese counterpart, President
Chandrikapersad Santokhi have called
on the private sectors of the two countries to establish partnerships for cross-

The 17-member team of investors from Suriname meeting with Chief Executive Officer of the Guyana Office for Investment (Go-Invest), Dr. Peter Ramsaroop at his Camp Street Office on Monday

border investments.
Responding to the Presidents’ call,
the PSC of Guyana and the Suriname
Trade and Industry Association (VSB)
had agreed in August to establish a
Guyana-Suriname Private Sector Business Council, with the intention of using
the private sector as the engine to aid in
the overall growth and development of
both nations.
The Council will be comprised of
key representatives of the private sector,
solely dedicated to the strengthening of
economic ties and initiatives regarding

shared interests, and the creation of the
envisioned single market and economy.
“The two countries have always
enjoyed excellent people-to-people and
business relations. Notably, this initiative will birth a vibrant and improved
level of partnership and cooperation between Guyana and Suriname,” the local
PSC had said in a press statement.
Even further, to maximise the benefits stemming from their burgeoning
oil-and-gas sectors and other developments across both economies, Guyana
and Suriname had agreed to establish a

common local-content platform.
“We are not in competition; we are
on a journey of co-operation to maximise the benefits for people, and in
order to ensure we do it successfully, we
would need to have synergies in terms
of infrastructure and the use,” President
Ali had said in August.
Ultimately, the objective of enhanced collaboration between the two
countries is to improve the lives of all
citizens through social and economic
benefits, President Ali had said.

Call 647-216-2359 for rates
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Guyana passes 50%
vaccination threshold
Some 261,811 adults, or 51 per cent
of that population, have already returned
for the second dose of the vaccine.
For persons 12 to 17 years, 28, 345,
or 38.9 per cent, were vaccinated with
the first dose, while 19, 536, or 26.8 per
cent, received the second shot.
Meanwhile, despite vaccination
numbers progressively increasing, persons are still flouting the COVID-19
guidelines, adding to the number of positive cases, Dr. Anthony stated.
Just over the past 24 hours, the
Ministry of Health detected 55 new
cases, raising the current active cases to
2,412.
Of that number, 50 persons are currently hospitalised, Minister Anthony
noted.
“Thirty-two persons are now at the
Ocean View Hospital, with 15 of them in
the ICU. The others are in different regional hospitals, like four at Suddie Hospital; three at West Demerara; two at the
Region Five facility; one at Skeldon; one
at Bartica; two at Mahdia; and we have
four persons in the Wismar Hospital,” he
said.
Region Three is still topping the
chart with 1,014 cases.
Minister Anthony is urging the population, both adults and adolescents, to
come forward and be vaccinated against
COVID-19.
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Guyana Health Minister Dr. Frank
Anthony on Monday announced that
Guyana has surpassed a major milestone
in its vaccination campaign, fully inoculating more than half of the adult population.
During the COVID-19 update, Dr.
Anthony said 51 per cent of the adult
population has been fully vaccinated
against the deadly virus.
“So, this is not the entire Guyanese
population. Of the adult population, we
have achieved the 51 per cent.”
He said that while the milestone can
be applauded, some regions are still lagging in their vaccination. He said the 51
per cent, overall, was reached because of
the high vaccination rate in Region Four
(Demerara-Mahaica).
“So, we are 43.2 per cent in Region
One; Region Two, 41.6 per cent; for Region Three, 48.9 per cent; Region Four,
58.5 per cent; Region Five, 51.9 per
cent; Region Six, 49.8 per cent; Region
Seven, 46.9 per cent; Region Eight, 34.8
per cent; Region Nine at 53.4 per cent,
and Region 10 at 22.3 per cent. So, these
are persons 18 years and over who
would have received both doses of the
vaccines,” Dr. Anthony said.
As of Monday, the Ministry of
Health recorded 391, 521 adults, 18
years and older taking the first dose of a
‘COVID’ vaccine, representing 76.3 per
cent of that population.
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President
meets with
investors

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18 2021

EQUALITY NEWS

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali met with a team of local entrepreneurs and foreign investors on Tuesday afternoon at the Office of the President on Shiv Chanderpaul Drive.
The Head of State was joined by Vice President, the Honourable Dr Bharrat Jagdeo and CEO of the Guyana
Office for Investment (Go-Invest), Dr Peter Ramsaroop.
CEO of Brandt Inc., Rick Brandt, who was one of the foreign investors at the meeting said that the agriculture market, building infrastructure and energy, including power plants and renewable energy, were among some
of the areas discussed.
He called the overall meeting “great” and said that the President was very responsive and positive with the
developmental ideas.
Vice President of Brandt Inc., Mark Powell; President and CEO of Tampa Tank Florida Structural Steel,
Corey Yraguen; CEO of Precision Build, David Hemming; CEO of Rev1Energy, Ricky Ehrgott; CEO of Gaico
Construction Inc., Komal Singh and Dr Rosh Khan were also in the meeting.

Police patrols beefed
up for Christmas
The Guyana Police Force’s (GPF) Division #4 ‘A’ will increase its
anti-crime and traffic patrols, to create a safe environment for shoppers
and visitors during the festive season, which runs from November 15,
2021 to January 15, 2022.
Police Commander, Assistant Commissioner, Simon McBean said
the policing plans will reduce criminal activities, fear, traffic accidents
and congestion.
To achieve this, the region will be divided into 15 sectors, consisting of foot, bicycle and vehicular patrols, with each sector being commanded by an officer or inspector.
Foot and bicycle patrols will be done between 08:00 to 18:00 hours
daily, while motorcycle patrols will occur between 06:00 to 00:00 hrs.
Motor vehicle patrols will be done on a 24-hour basis.
To accommodate late shopping, there will be some adjustments in
the foot, bicycle and motorcycle patrols. There will be heightened intelligence-led special operations and heightened focus on noise nuisance.
Meanwhile, Traffic Chief, Senior Superintendent Ramesh Ashram
said the traffic department intends to increase traffic ranks on the roadways, as the Force anticipates an increase in vehicular and pedestrian
traffic during the upcoming season.
There will be mobile traffic patrols on a 24-hour basis. Foot patrols
will work on a 12-hour basis with a four-hour shift system. Deployment
of patrols by day and night from traffic headquarters to the different regions to enforce on errant drivers.
Further, container trucks would be able to operate within Georgetown between 22:00hrs to 05:00hrs daily. Business owners are advised to
off load containers at the terminals, then transport the goods using lorries
or canters to their business entities.
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Ali discusses modernization of health
care system with NY’s Mt Sinai ofﬁcials
Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali
on Monday met with an executive team
from the renowned New York-based
Mount Sinai Health System at the
Arthur Chung Conference Centre.
President Ali was joined by VicePresident Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, and Minister of Health Dr. Frank Anthony.
Discussions centred on the modernisation of Guyana’s healthcare system.
The visiting delegation included
Mount Sinai international President,
Szabolcs Dorotovics; Senior Vice-President of Medical Affairs Richard Amiraian; Executive Vice-President Arthur
A. Klein; and Manager Amar Dhanraj.
After the meeting, Dr. Klein said
that healthcare would be key as
Guyana continues to develop.
“One of the most sophisticated investments the country needs to make in
its people is healthcare, and we are
here to work with the President in
defining a plan in the development of
more sophisticated healthcare, also
healthcare access improvement. What
we can do not only in Georgetown but
in the rest of the country,”Dr. Klein

President Ali greets a member of the New York-based Mount Sinai Health System at the Arthur Chung Centre

said.
The Executive VP noted that both
parties were enthusiastic about the collaboration.
“I think we all walked away with
the President’s enthusiasm with work-

ing with us; I think he walked away
with our enthusiasm with working with
him, and we both walked away with
the sense that there is a lot of work to
do,” he added.
In New York, the hospital network

is structured around eight hospital campuses, and includes more than 6,600
primary and specialty care physicians,
and 13 ambulatory surgical centres.

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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50
50

155 g

9
99
each

10's

2

2

20
2/ 20

AA-1
1 Sardines
in T
To
o
omato
Sauce

Sunlight Lemon Fresh
F
uid
Dishwashing Liqu
800 ml

¢

each
e
a
ach

Grace Vienna Sau
usage
e
Hot & Spicy Only
130 g

¢

Gard
den Patch
Who
ole Kernel
Corn
n 341 ml

69
9

¢

each
each

89
89

¢

ea
ea
ach

$

Lasco Soy Food
d Drink
k

Boom Energy Drink
D
With Ginseng
600 ml

Demerara Gold
Cane Sugar
3 lb

Grace
Hominy Corn
400 g

XM
Hand Sanitizer
237 ml

5

2/
2

Peanut Punch ON
NL
LY
Y
120 g

$

3

2/

3

49
each

79
9

¢

each
e
ach

$

2/

3

Bonle Sweetened
Condensed Base
39
97 g

89

ea
ea
ach

orlicks Original
Ho
Malt Drink Mix
50
00 g

5

Crross & Blackwell
Brrowning

3

15
50 ml

Grace
W
White
Rice
8 kg
g

F
Face
Mask
3 ply pkg of 10

¢

99
9
9

each

4
49

10
10

each

99
99

1

each
a

99
pkg
kg
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Delicious Jamaican Dish
Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Muttto
Mutton
Mut
ton Meat
Meat
Me

Beest
est Quality
Quaalitty
Easy
Eas
Ea
Easy
syy Cook
Cook Oxtail
Co
O
Oxt
Ox
xta
ttaailil

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh
Beef
B
eeff Li
Liver
Liv
ive
veer

SSalted
alt
lte
teed B
Beeef
Beef
SShort
hoort Ri
Riibs
bs

DON’’T PAY
DON’T
PA
AY
A
Y FFOR
OR FA
FA
FAT
ATT!!
!!

Jamaica
Ja
amaaic
ica
caa's Choice
Chooic
ice
ce
Double Sm
Do
Double
Smoked
mo
moke
ked
ed Ham
Haam

4lb
49
9 $ 49
99 $ 79
$
4
$
$ 99
3
lb
lb
lb
lb

7

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Headless
Heead
adle
leess
Bang
Bangam
nga
gam
g
ma
mary
ary Fish
Fissh

1

4

Frroze
ozen or
Prev
revious
usly
Frroz
ozen

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Heerring
erring
ng
g Sprat
Sp
pra
rat
at

5

6

2

99
99

36
3
6
4

9
99
9
99
$
99
$
$ 99
2//
lb
lb
lb

3

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Chicken
Chicckeen
Leg Qu
Leg
Le
Qua
uarters
uarteerrss

Best
B
est For
Fo
or S
Soup
oup
Ha
Hard
ard
d Chic
Chic
icck
keen
ken

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Kinng
King
g FFish
issh St
SSteak
tteeak
8 -1
-10 oz

1 kg box
18
ox

wwith
itth purc
purchase
rchasse ooff 2 ccases
asses or mo
more
ore
TThhurs
Thursday
rssdday
ay tto Sunday
S day Only
O lly

Fre
Fr
resh Sea
resh
eaf
affo
afo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes
es
Frreesh
Fre
La
anee Sna
nap
ppers
1//2 to 1 lb

6

9
99
9
9
99
$
$
$ 99
lb a
as is
lb as is
lb as is

99
$ 99
$
lb as is
lb as is

6

3

FFro
Fr
rro
om
om

Frreesh Ja
Fresh
Fre
Jamai
ama
aic
ican
ica
ican
Yeellow
Y
ellow
ow Y
Ya
ams
am

Frreesh Ja
Fresh
Fre
amaican
ama
aica
iccan
Coco
Co
oco

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh
Cassa
Cas
Ca
asssav
ava
ava

2

6

Frreesh Ca
Fresh
Fre
Caribbean
aribbean
Pumpkin
Pump
Pu
pkin

29
29

99
99

9lbb 9

FFrreesh Baby
Fre
b
Kinng Fiissh

Freesh
Fre
Fr
Tila
lap
pia

Frreesh Attlaantic
Fre
Whoole Salmo
moon

Frreesh
Fre
Parr
Pa
rro
root Fissh

1

.89
.8
89
2
1
Fivve Locationss TToo Serve
Five
Servve You Better

l
lb

lb

lb

Specials in
i Efffe
ect Thu. Nov
v.. 18th
until Wed.. November 24th,, 2021.

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Store Hours

y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Monday-F
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Dixie Rd.

Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy
y Road
South
289-298-0
0399

Glidden R
Rd.

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Kenn
K
nedy
y Rd. Soith

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W .

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shep
p
ppard
pp
Av
A
ve. W .

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.

A l b 416-740-98700
i
R

D r.

Da
anforth
Fo
ood Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Silverstone

Keele St.

Although we strive
e for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occu
urr, we reserve the right to correct an
ny errorr. Specials Available While Quantities
Q
Last.
L
We reserve the
h right
i ht to limit
li i quantities.
Stafffford Dr
D.
Sheppard Av
ve. E .
F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W.
Bloor St. E.
Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.
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FLOR
RIDA
A
MES
HOM

Real
e Estate,
s , The Best
e of ALL
L Wealth
e !

Buying
or Selling
S lli g?

FREE
E

Propertyy
n
Evaluation
Guaranteed to
o Sell Your Home!

RAMK
KO
REAL
AL
LTY
TY
Y GROUP,
GROUP LL
LC
G.D.
Kalichara
an
LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER
R

ramkorealty.com
m
Texxt 2244/77:: 4077- 452-4330
Calll:: 40
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7-- 979 - 4500
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Manufacturing booms in
ﬁrst half of 2021
PRODUCTION within Guyana’s manufacturing sector remained positive
throughout the first half of 2021, recording an increase in output of 13.1 per
cent, according to the Bank of Guyana.
This performance, based on statistics from the Central Bank’s mid-year
report, is a significant improvement, considering that the sector contracted by
0.2 per cent at the end of the corresponding period last year.
“This out-turn reflected a 23.1 per cent rise in output of ‘other’ manufacturing, and 3.1 per cent increase in rice manufacturing, which together offset
the decline of 17.2 per cent in the value-added of sugar.
“Other manufacturing industries registered increases in the categories of
alcoholic beverages by 48.0 per cent; paints by 34.3 per cent; Malta by 20.3
per cent; liquid pharmaceuticals by 10.4 per cent; nonalcoholic beverages by
9.4 per cent; and electricity by 3.8 per cent, as economic activity thrived due
to the reopening of the economy,” the Bank related.
While there is not always a direct relationship between an increase in output and an increase in exports, statistics from the Bank of Guyana show that
total earnings from all “other exports”, commonly referred to as non-traditional
exports, amounted to US$102.4 million, 14.4 per cent more than the value
recorded during the same period last year.
This improvement, according to the Central Bank, was primarily on account of higher receipts in the sub-categories of rum and other spirits, beverages, diamonds, re-exports and wood products by US8.7 million, US$8.2
million, US$5.1 million, US$4.9 million, and US$0.1 million respectively.
When consolidated, total export receipts increased by 63.6 per cent, or
US$786.9 million to over US$2 billion, compared to the US$1.2 billion earned
during the corresponding period last year.
Owing to the performance in the first half of the year, the Bank of Guyana
is optimistic that the high level of growth achieved will be sustained in the second half.
“This out-turn is expected, on account of higher output of oil, coupled
with improved performance in all other sectors, as the economy continues to
rebound from the COVID-19 pandemic. Notwithstanding, the end of year inflation rate is expected to remain at a low single-digit level, as supply shortfalls
following the May/June floods are reversed,” the Central Bank has reported.

1176 Morningside Ave, Unit # 1, Scarborough, ON. M1B 3A4
(Inside A2Z Dry Clean Store) Next to Charlie West Indian food (morningside & sheppard)

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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UAE’s Elite Agro LLC advances
interest in Guyana
EVEN with the emergence of a
thriving oil and gas sector, government’s
focus remains on the development of
Guyana’s non-oil economy. This was reiterated on Monday as Senior Minister
in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh
hosted yet another follow-up meeting
with representatives of Elite Agro LLC
of the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
The company’s Business Development Director, Chandra Pratap Singh,
and its Chief Operating Officer, Emil
Moukarzel were briefed on Guyana’s vision to expand the agricultural sector.
It was noted that currently, two big
streams of opportunities are available to
Elite Agro; either to be a direct investor,
or to facilitate trade in agricultural commodities to other export destinations.
“Guyana has vast expanses of very
rich and fertile land for agriculture,”
Minister Singh noted.
He continued: “We have been, for a
long time, a large-scale producer for specific agricultural crops such as sugar and
rice, but we are now exporting a number
of other commodities, which are ready
for large-scale cultivation, and other
crops that are poised for rapid expansion
as well.”
Dr. Singh also informed the men
that Guyana is the reliable producer of a
wide selection of livestock and meat.

The meeting was led by Finance Minister Dr. Ashni Singh

Also present at the meeting was
Agriculture Minister Zulfikar Mustapha,
who indicated that with the emergence
of oil and gas, it is expected that the oiland-gas sector will complement the nonoil sector. Minister Mustapha said that
government will invest in infrastructure
to support the development and expansion of the agriculture sector.
Meanwhile, the private sector representatives, who also attended the meeting, provided extensive and detailed
presentations to Elite Agro on the investment potential in specific areas of agriculture, including the large-scale
production of corn and soya bean, as

well as the development of the seafood
industry.
Wrapping up the meeting, Minister
Singh indicated that his government,
alongside the private sector, is aggres-

sively pursuing investment as quickly as
possible, as this will aid in the expansion
of Guyana’s economy, as well as facilitate job-creation.
“We are a very stable environment,
both politically and economically.
Guyana is now a place where we are
having conversations with all of the big
companies of the world, and not just in
agriculture, and this is a signal of how
attractive we are for investment,” the Finance Minister concluded.
In addition to Minister Mustapha,
Minister Singh was also accompanied by
Minister of Tourism Industry and Commerce, Oneidge Walrond; Chairman of
the Private Sector Commission, Paul
Cheong, and other private sector representatives, including David Fernandes,
who heads the consortium of local businessmen who have invested in a massive
$45 million trial farm for corn and soyabean production.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects

Inside Projects

* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223
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Sushant Singh — beloved actor died of a drug overdose

5 members of Sushant Singh’s
Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team

family
killed
in
car
crash
Shah Rukh Khan releases
At least 5 members of late actor Sushant Singh shifted to hospital in critical condition,” he added.
Two among the injured Balmukund Singh and
Rajput’s extended family were killed in a road accident on Tuesday morning when the vehicle they Dil Khush Singh have been sent to Patna for better
were travelling in collided with a truck on National treatment facilities, while the remaining two,
Highway number 333 in Bihar’s Lakhisarai district. Balmiki Singh and Tonu Singh,have been admitted
After the
famouswere
“Korbo
Lorbo Jeetbo
Due to
the ongoing
district
hospital.coronavirus
The bodiespanof the deThe family
members
returning
from at Lakhisarai
demic,
IPL
2020
is
being
conducted
in
UAEfor
Re,”
Shah
Rukh
Khan’s
IPL
team
Kolkata
Patna where they had gone to attend the last rites ceased have been sent to Lakhisarai hospital
Knight
(KKR)
has a Haryana
new fan anthem
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
of Geeta
Devi,Riders
the sister
of senior
police post-mortem.
titled “Laphao.” This is the first time that fans Rukh Khan, however, is in UAE supporting
The deceased have been identified as Laljit
officer OP Singh. OP Singh is the brother-in-law of
are getting to see SRK appear on-screen after his team Kolkata Knight Riders.
Sushant Singh Rajput who died on June 14, 2020 Singh (brother-in-law of OP Singh), his two sons
his 2018 film Zero.
Shah Rukh Khan said in a statement, “I
Amit Shekhar alias Nemani Singh and Ram Chanin suspicious circumstances.
have been attending the matches, and I truly
Composed and written by Badshah, the
Singh.
others
identified
as Baby
Confirming
thefeatures
accident,
which
place dramiss
music video
some
greattook
moments
theThe
energy
ofwere
our toofani
fans.
Since Devi,
we
Anita
Devi
and
the
driver
Preetam
Kumar.
Kumar’s
near the
upgraded
middle
school
at
Pipra
under
have to show our love to each other thoda
from the IPL tournament, the fan reactions
with
thewefamily
has
not anthem
been ascerHalsi police
and ofstation,
course,Lakhisarai
Shah Rukh.superintendent of relationship
door se this
year,
created
a fan
that
yet. the emotions of all our fans aptly and
police (SP) The
Sushil
Kumar
said,
“It the
wasmessage
a massive
music
video
sends
that tained
captures
Police
that the
was It
returning
to
collision
between
a truck
and a all
Sumo
SUV]
in
this
year, KKR
requests
their[an
fans
to show
was
evensaid
launched
by family
them today.
was
home
Bhandarwith
village
in Jamui
which ten
from
Patna.”
“Six their
great
fun at
to interact
the team
today,district
and
thepersons
love forwere
theirreturning
team with
social
distancing
mind.
we their
hope vehicle
to keep making
proud.”
crashedour
intofans
a truck
coming
personsinincluding
the driver of the Sumo were when
killed on the spot while four injured have been from the opposite direction.

‘Laphao’ anthem for KKR

World Famous Lady M
A superior PSYCHIC
in the MERCHANT FLEA MARKET
(Aisle 7)
• Card and Palm Reading
• Crystal ball READING
• 100% accurate
solves all problems of life
• JUST ONE VISIT & you'll be glad
you did
Come to LADY M
open from 9 am to 9 pm
176 Eglinton Ave, Toronto On. M4P -1A 2

416 480 1482

3160 Eglinton Avenue East (w of Markham Rd)
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Aries (March 21-April 19)
19) The
Get placement
to the bottom
of Moon
someof the
thing
related
to
inheritances,
wills,
estates,
taxes,
debt
or
sometoday creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
thing
to
do
with
the
wealth
of
your
partner.
You
might
discover
You want to do something different because you want life to
abesecret.
It might beand
about
a shared possession? relations
Whateverwith
the
more interesting
stimulating.Meanwhile,
situation
is,
clean
up
this
issue.
partners and close friends are solid.
Taurus
a frank
Taurus (April
(April20-May
20-May20)
20)Today
This you
is a might
good have
day to
deal
talk
with
a
partner
or
close
friend.
Perhaps
this
person
wants
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
to
get down
to the bottom
of something.
want toissues.
know
property,
inheritances,
taxes,
debt andThey
insurance
what’s
happening
and
they
want
to
know
where
you
stand.
BaThings will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
sically, they want the truth.
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) Look around your work place
(Mayyou
21-June
20) improvements.
Because the Moon
oppotodayGemini
to see how
can make
Thisisapplies
site
your
sign
today,
you
might
have
to
go
more
than
halfway
whether you work at home or your work elsewhere. It’s a good
when
others, and
which
could
requirethat
extra
cooperday
todealing
clean upwith
confusion
solve
problems
have
been
ation andyou
accommodation
nagging
for a while. – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive
group 21-July
will be positive.
Cancer (June
22) Parents improve their rela(June
22) This
is a productive
for
tions Cancer
with their
kids 21-July
or help solve
a problem
with one day
of their
you. Make
To Do
and get
busy!toAsolve
boss,artistic
parent problems
or somekids.
Othersa will
uselist
today’s
energy
oneclean
in authority
might
direct your
activity
or vice versa,
you
or
up messy
situations
related
to a creative
project
or
might be intocharge
and
you’re telling others what to do.
something
do with
sports.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your
Expect
to havewith
a powerful
relations
femalesconare
versation
with
a
parent
today
or
an
older
family
member.
You
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
might
also get from
to theothers
bottombut
ofthis
a problem
to bathrooms,
your feelings
is not arelated
bad thing.
You also
laundry
areas
or
plumbing,
or
perhaps
something
to do trips
with
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short
recycling
or
garbage?
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.
Virgo
(Aug.23-Sept.
23-Sept.22)
22)This
You
convincing
today!
Virgo (Aug.
is aare
good
day to take
care
You’ll
have
no
trouble
persuading
others
to
go
along
with
your
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
point
of
view,
which
means
if
you
work
in
sales,
marketing
or
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
teaching
and
acting
–
you
will
be
powerful.
Use
your
persuawardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
sive talent to benefit others.
prefer to cocoon at home today.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Today you might see new ways
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
to make money, or a better paying job or opportunities to make
energetic
intense
strong
with
Sun in
money on and
the side.
Youtoday.
mightYou
alsofeel
see new
uses
forthe
something
your
sign
plus,
you’re
keen
to
enlighten
others
about
your
that you own because you’re in a resourceful frame of mind.
point
of
view
because
the
Moon
is
in
your
House
of
CommuThis is also a good day to cleanup messy areas.
nications.
Today
your
discussions
will aberealistic
open and
down
to
Scorpio
(Oct.
23-Nov.
21) Take
look
in the
earth. and ask yourself what you can do to improve the image
mirror
Scorpio
23-Nov.
Financial– matters
willget
interest
that you
offer (Oct.
to your
world. 21)
Remember
you never
a secyou today.
you amight
moneyIdeas?
to you Haircut?
or some
ond
chanceIntofact,
make
first attract
impression.
kind of financial
advantage.
could
relate
to matters
Wardrobe
change?
Shoes or This
boots?
Think
about
this. from
the past
that you’re
trying
to wrap
or ability
something
that is
Sagittarius
(Nov.
22-Dec.
21) up,
Your
to research
and
dig
up
solutions
to
old
problems
or
answers
to
old
quesback on your plate again?
tions Sagittarius
is excellent today.
You
might
come
across
some
secre(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
tive,
sensitive
information.
so, beand
discreet.
Don’t
use this
your or
sign
dancing
with Mars,IfVenus
the Sun.
Basically,
information
for
power
over
someone
else.
Be
kind.
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
Capricorn
(Dec.
22-Jan.
19) Today
you might
to
However,
you will
be more
emotional
or excitable
thanhave
usual.
confront
the
power
of
a
group
or
a
collective,
which
means
You also might feel more protective about someone.
you toe
the party(Dec.
line or
realign19)
your
intentions
on how
you
Capricorn
22-Jan.
Because
the Moon
is hidcan
best
work
with
others.
Your
best
success
will
be
if
everyden in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
one’s
energy
is focused
general
profile.
You might
preferontothe
work
alonegood.
or behind the scenes?
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) You might encounter a powYou might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
erful boss or someone in authority today. Possibly, others see
friends are back in your world again.
you in this role? Either way, try to use today’s energy to make
Aquariusin(Jan.
18) surroundings
A discussion with
female
improvements
your20-Feb.
immediate
or in athe
sociacquaintance
or
friend
might
be
important
to
you
today.
This
ety around you. Focus on what others need.
person
might
help19-March
you sort out
better
define
somewill
future
Pisces
(Feb.
20)orAny
kind
of study
go
goalstoday
that you
have you
in mind.
well
because
have a penetrating mind and a strong
Pisces
(Feb.what
19-March
20)You
Personal
about
your
curiosity
to find
you seek.
might details
convince
others
to
private
lifeSome
seemof
to you
be public
People
help
you.
mighttoday.
want to
probeare
thetalking
secretsabout
of a
you or something
political
process. related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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Food import bill to hit record
high in Guyana: FAO
Global food trade has accelerated
and is poised to hit an all-time record in
both volume and value terms, according
to a new report released last week by the
Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO).
hile global food trade has shown
“remarkable resilience to disruptions
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic”,
rapidly rising prices of food commodities and energy pose significant challenges for poorer countries and
consumers, who spend large shares of
their incomes on these basic necessities,
FAO says in its new Food Outlook.
Back in September last year, Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha told
a forum that Guyana produces 59% of
the food for consumption, which means
that food import dependence is at 41%.
He further explained that Food Import
Bill stood at GUY$45Billion.
Last Friday President Dr. Irfaan Ali
warned citizens to brace for an increase
in cost of living as a result of the global
supply chain crisis. The President said,
“What are we doing today is presenting
you with the facts, with reality, with
what the government is doing to address
issues that are global in nature, how we
are defining policies to address these issues, the impact global challenges is
having on our economy, and the way in
which the government is addressing
those challenges.”

Local produce being sold on the streets of Georgetown

To this end, he added that he believes that it is very important for all
Guyanese to understand that “We do not
live in an isolated environment and we
are part of the global community.” The
President said that Guyanese are part of
the process of globalisation and what occurs globally; while highlighting that the
country is also affected by global challenges.
Pointing to the impact of the pandemic, which caused tremendous increases in cost of living, the President
noted that the closure of major players in
international markets, factories, terminals, and port facilities has created severe backlogs for shipping.
According to President Ali, the
delay costs are then translated into new

prices that consumers are facing globally. He said, “So the net effect of all of
this is increased costs at the production
level and increased costs at a logistics
level and that combined increase is what
is driving up prices globally, and Guyana
is not excluded from this phenomenon.”
“This situation, as I speak to you, is
compounded and the forecast suggests
that the supply chain prices” are underpinning “the widespread hype and
freight increase is expected to last a bit
longer.”
Meanwhile, the FAO said in the report that the global food import bill will
reach an all-time high in 2021 and surpass US$1.75 trillion, marking a 14 percent increase from the previous year and
12 percent higher than earlier forecast in

June 2021. The increase is driven by
higher price levels of internationally
traded food commodities and a threefold
increase in freight costs.
Developing regions account for 40
percent of the total and their aggregate
food import bill is expected to rise by 20
percent compared to 2020. Even faster
growth is expected for Low-Income
Food Deficit Countries, due to higher
costs more than higher food import volumes. Developing regions are facing
sharp increases in the prices of basic staples such as cereals, animal fats, vegetable oils and oilseeds, while high-value
foods, such as fruits and vegetables, fishery products and beverages are driving
the bulk of the increases for developed
regions.
Issued twice a year, Food Outlook
offers FAO’s reviews market supply and
demand trends for the world’s major
foodstuffs, including cereals, vegetable
oils, sugar, meat and dairy and fish. It
also looks at trends in future markets and
shipping costs for food commodities.
World output prospects for major
cereals remain robust, with record harvests expected in 2021 for maize and
rice, although cereals utilization for
human consumption and animal feed is
forecast to grow faster. Following a tight
balance in 2020/21, preliminary forecasts for the 2021/22 season point to
some improvements.

Guyana begins import of shrimp, ﬁsh
Amid a shortage of fish in Guyana,
supermarkets are now stocking their
freezers with imported fish and shrimp
from Florida and Jamaica.
And while local fishermen have
sought to blame the situation on ExxonMobil’s ongoing oil operations in
Guyana’s waters, the American oil giant
has downplayed this, saying impacts
from its operations on marine life is
minor to negligible.
Visits to supermarkets in the City
have revealed that a number of supermarkets are stocked with imported
seafood. When the first six months of
2019, 2020 and 2021 were compared, it
was revealed that for the past two years,
fish and shrimp production has been declining. This was seen in the recent
Bank of Guyana (BoG) Half-Year Report.
According to that report, the fishing industry recorded mixed output performance and this resulted in a smaller
reduction of 6.6 percent compared to the
12.1 percent recorded in June 2020. It
was also stated that there was a decline
in catches of fish and shrimp by 22.1
percent and 11.8 percent, respectively,
due to a reduction in the number of fishing vessels operating.
A table in the report illustrated the

fish and shrimp production as follows:
fish (tonnes); 2019 – 10,378, 2020 –
9,509 and 2021 – 7,406, and for shrimp
(tonnes) 2019- 10,046; 2020 – 9,259
and 2021 – 8,171.
Similar to what was reported in the
Half-Year Report, the Ministry of Finance’s 2021 Mid-Year Report mirrored
the data that was in the BoG report.
Both reports highlighted the decline in
fish and shrimp production in the country.
According to the Mid-Year Report,
the chemical changes in Guyana’s
coastal waters have caused a significant
decrease in shrimp production. It was
also underlined that Guyanese fishermen recorded lower catch rates for
white belly shrimp and finfish, and
when compared to the same period for
the previous year, there was a significant decrease in the production of white
belly shrimp and finfish by 75.5 percent
and 26.3 percent, respectively.
The significant reduction in the
production of white belly shrimp was
caused by a change in salinity of coastal
waters. Salinity is the degree of saltiness
of the water.
Interviews conducted by this publication revealed that our fishermen
have been “catching hell”.

A bag of imported shrimp

There have been numerous reports
of a rapid depletion of fish in Guyana’s
waters and that a number of fishermen
have blamed poor regulations by the
Government for issuing too many fishing licences, thereby causing the sea to
become overcrowded with fishing
boats.

On the other hand, others believe
that it might be as a result of the ongoing exploration, drilling and production
of crude by ExxonMobil. In light of this,
no independent study has been made
public by the government about the effects these oil operations have on the nation’s marine life.
However, during the recent Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
consultation for the fourth oil project in
Guyana waters, the American oil giant
company stated that the possible environmental impacts to marine fish, their
operations might have is negligible to
minor. They presented to the forum that
the changes in fish distribution due to
altered water quality, is negligible to
minor, while they reported that the
changes in distribution and habitat
usage, loss of fish eggs and larvae due
to entrainment of immature life stages,
loss of fish eggs and larvae due to entrainment of immature life stages and
exposure to artificial light and sound are
negligible. The American oil giant also
presented that their offshore structures
create artificial habitat for marine fish
and that they are adhering to international standards for treatment of discharges to water.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 18 2021

24

‘African Swine Fever’ outbreak
triggers ban on imported pork
The importation of pork and pork
products have been put on an immediate
ban, following an outbreak of African
Swine Fever (ASF) in the Caribbean.
ASF differs from Swine Flu as it
does not pose risk to human health but
can infect pigs, if they are exposed to
contaminated pens, trucks, clothing or
feed, whereas Swine Flu can be passed
on to humans and is spread from direct
and indirect contact with pigs infected
with the virus. Pigs can also be vaccinated against Swine Flu but not against
ASF.
Already over 2,000 pigs have already been killed, according to JAVMA
News, owing to at least 24 outbreaks of
the disease in the Dominican Republic.
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations
(UN) reported that the first case of ASF
in the Region was discovered in domestic pigs in the Dominican Republic on
July 28, 2021.
It is also the first confirmed case in
the Western Hemisphere since the 1980s.
The Guyana Livestock and Development Authority (GLDA), the organization that oversees and manages
livestock related matters locally has
since put local farmers on alert for the
disease.
In addition to the host of other
measures, the Livestock Authority said,

A pig infected with African Swine Fever (ASF)

“In light of the recent outbreak of
African swine fever in the Dominican
Republic, the Ministry of Agriculture
wishes to advise the general public to not
visit pig farms while in ASF affected
countries (and) when returning from
overseas do not bring pork and pork
product”.
Additionally, “Remember to properly clean, wash and disinfect your clothing and footwear prior to returning or

visiting Guyana,” the GLDA warned.
The Authority also noted that travellers arriving from countries infected
with the African swine fever, will be required to report same to the Customs and
Quarantine Officers.
Furthermore, such travellers are encouraged not to go near pig farms for
seven days.
While ASF is a highly contagious
viral disease of domestic and wild pigs,

it poses no risk to human health, but can
have devastating impacts for our livestock sector.
The disease causes diarrhea, vomiting, loss of appetite and weakness,
heavy discharge from eyes and nose,
high temperature, respiratory distress
and reddening of the skin in tips of ears,
snout, tail, extremities, chest and abdomen of an affected swine.

CRIME & COURTS

Accused to face trial 14 years on remand
Neville Chandrawattie, the man
accused of the murder of gold and diamond dealer, Dharamchand Mangra in
2007, has been scheduled to begin trial
in the Georgetown High Court, next
Wednesday.
Chandrawattie called ‘Sunil’ of
Sparta, Essequibo Coast, had evaded
the police for six years after the crime
was committed. He was eventually arrested and charged in 2013 for murder.
According to reports, in 2007
Chandrawattie was employed by the
gold dealer as a General Manager of the
El Dorado Trading in Port Kaituma,
when he along with others planned a
robbery on the company.
It was reported that during the robbery, Mangra was shot and killed as the
robbers escaped with cash and a quantity of raw gold valued at some $93
million.
The police reportedly failed to arrest anyone for the robbery up until,
2013 when Chandrawattie, was caught
executing another robbery in the gold

mines.
It was after his arrest, Chandrawattie reportedly admitted to the
crimes.
The accused remained on remand
until his case came up in the Magistrates’ Court. Following a preliminary
Inquiry (PI) in the Magistrates’ Court,
the accused was remanded to prison to
face a trial in the High Court.
When he appeared at the High
Court for a virtual hearing yesterday,
Chandrawattie pleaded not guilty to
crime.
He is being represented by Attorney-at-Law, Siand Dhurjon, while the
case for the prosecution is being led by
State Counsel, Cecilia Corbin.

Brazilian wanted for
murder in Guyana
Brazilian national, Genelson
Alves Oliverais, is wanted by the police
in relation to the murder of his countryman, Gilson Carlos Da Cruz Carvahloc
called “Negung” a gold miner who was

stabbed to death a month ago following
a dispute over gold.
It was reported that ‘Negung’ was
allegedly murdered on October 21, last,
following a drinking spree at a location
in Central Baramita, Region One.
Information had revealed that
around 20:30hrs that day, the men who
are known to each other were imbibing

alcohol in the vicinity of Johnny
Phillips Hotel, when a heated argument
ensued between them.
The argument related to a quantity
of gold that one of them had brought
back from working on a mining operation located at the Guyana/Venezuela
border.
During the argument, the suspect
reportedly armed himself with a knife
which he used to inflict the fatal injuries on ‘Negung,’ who according to
detectives, was stabbed several times to
his chest and rib area.
According to police reports, while
the men were working at the border
area, the deceased and the suspect had
an ‘old grievance’ over some raw gold
which led them to frequently threatening each other.
Those incidents however, were
never reported to the police before.
‘Negung’ was taken to the
Baramita Health Center, where he was
officially pronounced dead.
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Trinidad: 96% of COVID
fatalities were unvaccinated
Epidemiologist Dr Avery Hinds
confirmed yesterday that 56 of 1,437
people who have died from the Covid19 virus since vaccinations started in
April were fully vaccinated.
This means that at the time of their
death, more than two weeks had elapsed
since their vaccination regime was completed, he said at yesterday’s Covid-19
virtual news conference hosted by the
Ministry of Health.
“So that’s 3.8 per cent or four per
cent at most. So 96 per cent of the fatalities that have continued to occur continue to be among the unvaccinated,” he
added.
Hinds said a further breakdown of
this data showed that most of the 56
fully vaccinated patients had underlying
medical conditions, already diagnosed in
some instances, that compromised their

Dr Avery Hinds

body’s ability to respond to the virus.

“There are sometimes instances in

which individuals do not know that they
have known underlying conditions that
would have contributed to death. But
what the advice would be to everyone is
yes, make sure to get vaccinated,” he
said.
“Also what we are noting is that, in
some cases, after individuals are diagnosed with Covid and they are deteriorating, there is still some hesitancy to
actually access the healthcare system. So
when an ambulance is called, there’s
hesitancy to use that service to go and
get additional higher-level care.
“So we want to encourage persons
that when there is a need to step up your
care that you do it as early as possible,
as opposed to waiting until there is very
little that can be done. This is a trend that
we have noticed and I think we’ve spoken about it previously,” Hinds added.

New Public Health regulations coming to T&T
With the State of Emergency nearing its end, T&T Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh says the government
will be updating the Public Health regulations very soon.
Speaking with the media, Deyalsingh did not disclose what would change
once the SoE comes to a premature end
on Wednesday.
“As we always do the new regulations will be made public ASAP,” he
added.
The first set of public health regulations restricting certain measures came
into effect on March 19, 2020. Since
then the regulations have been varied
from time to time, dependent on how
bad the COVID-19 situation was in the
country.
The SoE, though, came into effect
on May 15, this year to bolster the regulations.It was extended for three months
on May 24 and expired at midnight on
August 29. However, Parliament approved a second extension which was
supposed to run until November 29.
Meanwhile, the coordinator of the
Confederation of Regional Business
Chambers Jai Leladharsingh said the
SoE achieved nothing except to stifle
business.
“The existing State of Emergency,
upon hindsight, served very little or no
purpose whatsoever. The lockdowns
proved disastrous for businesses, especially the Small and Medium Enterprise
sector (SME) as well as family-based
businesses,” he said.
He added, “From an economic
standpoint the whole situation was
grossly mismanaged, resulting in business closures, persons being displaced

Trinidad and Tobago Minister of Health Terrence Deyalsingh

and left unemployed. It was a shattered
dream for the upper-middle class and the
middle class. For the poor, it just got
worse. Nonetheless, it is a welcome
move to lift the SoE.”
Leladharsingh said the TT$250
million spent on the wasted project of
Train 1 project by the National Gas
Company could have been used to assist
SMEs.
“The Business Sector has received
little or no support from the Government. The SME Loan was very ineffective and was only accessed by just a
small number of business owners. It did
not fulfil its purpose and the payment of

VAT returns remain a sore issue,” Leladharsingh said.
He said with the lifting of the SoE,
bars and restaurants should be able to
fully operate and people will have access
to more jobs.
Leladharsingh expressed hope that
the existing safe zones will continue to
operate with rigorous compliance. Fines
for existing Public Health violations:
* Failure to wear a mask while in a
vehicle- $5,000
* Having a child over the age of
eight in a vehicle without a mask$5,000
* Businesses that are allowed to op-

erate under 50 per cent capacity as safe
zones. Any business that violates safe
zone restrictions - $50,000
* An unvaccinated person who enters a safe zone is liable on summary
conviction to a $10,000 fine and a term
of three days imprisonment.
* Someone who willingly submits
a fraudulent vaccination card is liable on
summary conviction to a $50,000 fine
and five years imprisonment.
* Private medical laboratory, medical practitioner or person who fails to
report COVID results to the Chief Medical Officer is liable to a $250,000 fine
and six months imprisonment.
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T&T to pay $800K to Antiguan
who couldn’t afford ticket home
A HIGH COURT judge in Trinidad
has awarded compensation to an Antiguan man who was detained for 145
days because the Ministry of National
Security could not buy an airline ticket
for his deportation.
Justice Avason Quinlan-Williams
ordered the State on Friday to pay Troy
Thomas compensation of $700,000 in
general damages and $100,000 in exemplary damages.
Thomas filed a false-imprisonment
claim for the time he spent in detention
while waiting for the State to effect his
deportation before the court ordered his
release.
On two occasions in 2016 and
2019 two different judges ordered his
release on a writ of habeas corpus after
immigration officials detained him.
According to the evidence in the
case, Thomas was first detained by immigration officials and ordered to be deported on March 2, 2007.
With his appeal against the decision pending, Thomas was released on
a series of supervision orders from the
Immigration Division.
While on the orders, Thomas allegedly committed fraud and larceny offences and was released on bail pending
the trials of the cases.
In October 2018, immigration officials detained him again and sought to
immediately enforce the previously
stayed order, based on his repeated noncompliance.
However, they opted not to deport

him until they received advice from the
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) on the criminal charges.
In his claim, Thomas’ lawyer Gerald Ramdeen contended that Thomas
should not have been detained based on
the criminal charges. He also contended
that Thomas should have been deported
by the Immigration Division and then
extradited by the DPP’s Office to face
trial.
Justice Vasheist Kokaram, in his
2019 ruling, agreed and ordered
Thomas’s immediate release, saying immigration officers did not have the
power to delay the deportation because
he had pending criminal matters.
“If indeed it was evident to the authorities that his deportation could not
be effected within a reasonable period
of time as a result of his pending criminal charges then he ought to have been
released,” Kokaram said.
In his submissions before QuinlanWilliams, the lawyer said the facts of the
case were troubling and disturbing because it concerned the manner and treatment of citizens of member states of the
Caribbean Community (Caricom) and
the clear absence of any existing mechanisms for their removal and repatriation when they were found to have
overstayed their time in Trinidad and
Tobago.
“The more troubling aspect of this
claim is the nature of the conditions that
the claimant was subject to while awaiting deportation and the unchallenged

Justice Vasheist Kokaram

fact that his deprivation of liberty was
principally due to the shortage of funds
by the Ministry of National Security to
purchase an airplane ticket to secure the
return of the claimant to Antigua.”
He said that proposition was irrational and absurd and pointed to the administrative bureaucracy that plagued
the operations of state machinery.
Thomas also complained of the
conditions at the Immigration Detention
Centre. He said in his evidence he
stayed in a crowded dormitory with 17
others and had to sleep on a mattress on
the floor.

On the odd occasion he got a bed
when detainees left the dormitory, he
said the experience was not much more
pleasant since the beds smelled of perspiration and were stained with urine
and other bodily fluids.
“…This made the experience of
sleeping on the bed unhygienic, unsanitary, and foul.” He also developed back
pains as a result of sleeping on the floor.
Thomas said the ventilation in the
dormitory was poor and he only got to
go outside for an hour and a half for six
days a week. When there were staff
shortages, he did not go outside for
days.
There were also frequent fights and
he said he kept to himself mostly for
fear of being attacked by other detainees.
In his submissions, Ramdeen said
the court would have to determine an
appropriate figure to representing the
suffering Thomas endured.
“This is not a case where the
claimant has been convicted of any
criminal offence, but one where the executive is authorised to deprive the
claimant of his liberty for the sole purpose of effecting his deportation.”
Ramdeen said it was unfortunate
and unforgivable that the court had to
preside over a claim for false imprisonment which only came to an end on the
intervention of Kokaram in the second
habeas corpus proceedings.
Also representing Thomas was attorney Dayadai Harripaul.

Trinis fear crime surge as SOE ends
BUSINESS groups in Trinidad are
calling for joint army and police patrols
as they are fearful of a crime surge when
the state of emergency comes to an end
Wednesday, especially with the Christmas season around the corner.
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley
announced at the Covid-19 news conference last Saturday that Parliament will
meet tomorrow to bring an end to the
SoE, as it had achieved its objective. The
SoE was scheduled to end on November
29.
Speaking to reporters, Ricardo Mohammed, vice-chairman of the Confederation of Regional Business Chambers
and president of the Eastern Business
Merchants Association (EBMA), expressed concerns relating to the anticipated increase in crime coinciding with
the lifting of the SoE.
“There will be an increase in crime,
there is no doubt about that. Hence, I advise that all business chambers and associations within the confederation meet
with the senior members of the Police
Service who operate within their districts
with the aim of mapping out a joint strategy to mitigate any possible spike in
crimes and present a safe shopping experience for potential customers,” said Mohammed.
Penal Debe Chamber of Commerce

T&T Prime Minister Keith Rowley

president Mootilal Ramsingh, who noted
that crime is always an issue due to
heighten economic activities like Christmas shopping, told the Express yesterday:
“Since the National Security Minister announced that there is a manpower

problem in the TTPS, then the Government should consider joint army/police
patrols to be instituted in almost every
district within Trinidad and Tobago and
present a safe shopping atmosphere for
consumers.”
And Fyzabad Chamber of Com-

merce president Clint Arjoon said the
TTPS has to resume issuing firearms licences to business people, as he anticipates there will be an escalation of crime,
murders and kidnapping in the next few
months.
“Consequently, joint patrols should
be the order of the day and be given the
highest priority. In addition to this, dialogue between the TTPS and the business community is a must, and hotlines
and regular street/foot patrols must be set
up as well.”
Siparia Chamber president Unan
Pustam is also calling for immediate
joint patrols to arrest crime. He said it is
critical for meetings to take place between the TTPS and the respective business chambers aimed at working out an
action plan to collaborate to deal with the
anticipated crime wave.
Chaguanas Chamber of Industry
and Commerce (CCIC)president Richie
Sookhai said while the ending of the SoE
and the lifting of the curfew hours (currently 10 p.m. to 5 a.m.) should augur
well for restaurants, bars, and stores in
the retail sector as they try to recoup
losses through extended opening hours,
more focus should be placed on the borough security-wise, especially as Christmas is known for an increase in petty
crime.
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'I could have won Tokyo
Olympics 100m,' says retired Bolt
Sprint legend Usain Bolt said he
could have emerged from retirement to
win a fourth-straight Olympic 100m title
in Tokyo this year, insisting the winning
time was within his reach.
Bolt, 35, told AFP that it was frustrating to watch the delayed 2020 Games
from his home in Jamaica as his male
countrymen flopped and Italy's Lamont
Jacobs claimed a shock victory.
“I really missed it. I was like, I wish
I was there,” he said in an interview at
the Dubai offices of his sponsor PepsiCo
on Sunday.
“Because for me, I live for those
moments. So it was hard to watch.”
Bolt dominated sprinting for a generation, winning eight Olympic gold
medals and only losing a ninth when his
2008 4x100m relay teammate Nesta
Carter failed a retrospective drugs test.
The first Olympic 100m final since
the great showman's departure was a
subdued affair, with Jacobs clocking
9.80sec at a COVID-emptied Tokyo National Stadium.
“My coach said something to me at
the end of my career. He said, 'People are
not getting faster. I was getting slower.' I
never looked at it that way,” said Bolt.

“And it's the facts because a lot of
guys don't really get faster. Because I
have pushed the barrier so far and then I
started going backwards time-wise, so
for me 9.80 was possible to get done.”
But Bolt, who has dabbled in football and music since retiring, said it was
“all about motivation” when he was considering a potential comeback in Tokyo.
“For the Olympics, it was gonna be
different,” said the father of three.
“I always show up ready because I
think this is the highest level, but I've already done everything in the sport so it
was all about motivation.”
With a rueful shake of the head,
Bolt said it was “not looking good” for
Jamaica's men's sprinters after they failed
to reach the Tokyo 100m final and were
fifth in the 4x100m relay.
And he said none of the current athletes looked capable of beating his 100m
and 200m world records of 9.58 and
19.19, rarely threatened since he set them
in 2009.
“I don't think I've seen anybody in
this generation right now which I personally feel will break the records,” he said.
“So I think I have a couple more
years before somebody will actually

Usain Bolt: wanted to emerge from retirement

break my world records.”
Bolt, instantly recognisable worldwide, said he'd “love” to help World Athletics promote the sport and had
approached its leader, Sebastian Coe,
about a formal role.
But he said he had no designs on the
presidency.
“No, I don't want that job. That's a
lot of stress and a lot of work,” he said.
He added that he would “definitely”
have taken the knee to protest against
racism on the Tokyo podium, where it

was banned under International Olympic
Committee rules.
“I understand what it's about.
Racism, we've been through it so I understand the necessary aspect of it and
what is needed,” he said.
But he revealed that after years of
striking the 'Lightning Bolt', his signature pose was beginning to grate.
“Sometimes it gets a little bit, I
wouldn't say annoying. But I understand
that I've done it to myself,” he said with
a chuckle.

Klansman witness bleached skin as disguise
The prosecution's second witness in
the trial involving 33 alleged members
of the St Catherine-based Klansman
gang this morning said he changed his
appearance in the time that he started
working with the police to turn in the
gang.
The witness, who was being crossexamined by Keith Bishop, attorney for
the accused Lamar Simpson, had been
asked by Bishop about his self-description in a statement to the police in which
he referred to himself as "dark" skinned.
“I bleach and grow my hair and disguise from the gang," the witness explained.
The witness has several times during his testimony referenced being traumatised in “trying to keep safe”, as he
worked alongside undercover cops to
help them gather evidence against the
gang.
He has also rebuffed suggestions
from defence attorneys that he had deliberately doctored the information he
gave the police and the court to sink
members of the gang, insisting that details he might have omitted at points and
included at others, could be because of
the stress brought on by “being hunted”.
“I’ve’ been hunted, hunted down to
kill mi, I have been through a lot,” he
told the court recently.
"Over the few years I’ve been

There is a heavy police presence outside the court for the Klansman Trial

through a lot, keeping myself safe, I’ve
been traumatised,” the witness, whose
riveting testimony over the past two

weeks have detailed the operations of
the deadly gang. Earlier this month, the
witness said he had helped investigators

get guns and ammunition from the hands
of the gangsters without their knowing
that he had switched allegiance.
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West Indies, USA to co-host 2024
Cricket World Cup
The 2024 International Cricket
Council (ICC) T20 World Cup will be
hosted, for the first time, in the United
States.
On Tuesday, the sport’s governing
body announced a joint bid made by
Cricket West Indies (CWI) and USA
Cricket to host the prestigious tournament was successful.
A statement issued by CWI said,
“This strategic partnership and vision of
CWI and USA Cricket for the 2024 T20
World Cup is geared towards growing
the game in the Americas by re-energising the sport with a new generation of
fans in the West Indies and unlocking
cricket’s potential in the USA.”
CWI president and ICC board
member Ricky Skerritt welcomed the
opportunity for the Caribbean to host a
premier world cricket event.
“This time it will be in partnership
with our neighbours to the north USA
Cricket, led by my colleague Paraag
Marathe.
“We know that our strategic partnership has helped ICC to accept our
bid, and we must soon get to work to
make this exciting ICC decision a truly
successful one for all concerned,” Skerritt said.
This will be the fourth occasion
that the West Indies will be hosting a
global ICC cricket event.
The 2024 ICC T20 World Cup will
be the ninth edition and the first to fea-

West Indies' captain Kieron Pollard plays a shot against Sri Lanka

ture 20 teams, competing in four

groups. The third edition was hosted in

the Caribbean in 2010.

Taylor leads WI to ODI sweep over Pakistan
WEST Indies women's captain
Stafanie Taylor struck a century on Sunday to lead her team to a six-wicket win
over Pakistan, in the third and final
One-Day International (ODI) in
Karachi. West Indies took the series 30.
Taylor slammed 102 not out off
117 deliveries as West Indies scored
226/4 in 44 overs, after limiting Pakistan to 225/7 in 50 overs.
Taylor, who belted 12 fours,
shared an unbroken fifth-wicket partnership of 128 runs with Chedean Nation.
Nation ended on 51 not out off 67
balls with seven fours. Earlier in the innings, Hayley Matthews made 49 off 58
balls.
Anam Amin was the most successful bowler for Pakistan with 2/45 in ten
overs.
Batting first, opener Muneeba Ali
hit 58 off 88 balls with eight fours to
guide Pakistan to 225/7 in 50 overs.
Aliya Ruiz scored an unbeaten 44 off
57 deliveries to help get the home team
past 200. Shakera Selman (2/40) and
Aaliyah Alleyne (2/41) were the best

Stafanie Taylor - struck a centry to lift West Indies to victory

bowlers for West Indies, with two wickets apiece in their ten-over spells.
Taylor was the player of the match
and all-rounder Matthews was the
player of the series.

SUMMARISED SCORES
PAKISTAN WOMEN 225/7 (50
overs) (Muneeba Ali 58, Aliya Ruiz 44;
Shakera Selman 2/40, Aaliyah Alleyne
2/41) vs WEST INDIES WOMEN

226/4 (44 overs) (Stafanie Taylor 102
not out, Chedean Nation 51 not out,
Hayley Matthews 49; Anam Amin
2/45) West Indies Women won by six
wickets
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New shipment
just in time for
Christmas
The NEW breed of
WORLD CLASS
harmoniums
"BHASKAR"
Only $1599.00 each. Check it out.
Call Bhaskar 647 216 2359
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS

BAIN THOMPSON
Sales Representative

You will enjoy our professional and
enthusiastic style of doing business and our
knowledge of the real estate market.

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Let us teach
you how to
make money
in real estate

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

