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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.
NEW AIRPORT SCANNERS: Minister of Public Works, Bishop Juan
Edghill (in blue) on Saturday commissioned several new state-of-the-art scanners valued $400 million at the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA).
During the commissioning, he said the machines were obtained in keeping with
the PPP/C Government’s plan to ensure that airport security is at the highest
standard. The scanners would replace the current decades-old equipment,
which would better enable the Customs Anti-Narcotics Unit, and airport security to identify those who seek to traffic illegal and illicit items out of Guyana.

Record Covid numbers in T&T
Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Keith Rowley (at podium) has announced
a shutdown of the country until May 23 to deal with an outbreak of the new Brazilian
variant of the Covid 19 virus. All restaurants, non-essential stores and even street
food vendors have been ordered closed as the country recorded 185 deaths and the
highest number of cases since the pandemic began 14 months ago.
Since the start of April 2021, T&T began to record a spike in cases and by midmonth, the spike in deaths started. From April 15 to the present, T&T has recorded
39 deaths, with 16 of those occurring in the last four days since the start of May.The
current death toll stands at 185.In the last 24 hours, 235 cases were reported, marking
the fifth-highest jump since the pandemic began.Notably, the top five highest jumps
in daily reported cases have occurred in the last week. These cases have brought the
total number of people infected by the
disease to 11,706. Of this total, active
REACH THE RICHEST GUYANESE
cases stand at a record high of 2,689. ProDIASPORA IN NORTH AMERICA.
jections are the twin-island nation faces
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a potential shortage of hospital beds if the
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East Coast Demerara
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Hundreds fined for failing to
quarantine in gov’t hotels
By Niraj Sharma
Hundreds of people have been
fined by the federal government since
February 22 for failing to quarantine at
a designated hotel on arrival in Canada.
The total number is unknown,
however, but each would have faced
fines of up to $3,000 each, reports said.
The law says that every person
must be subjected to a Covid 19 test on
arrival in this country, and then must
quarantine at a designated hotel while
waiting for their results.
While fines have been doled out in
Toronto and Vancouver, there is no evidence that any passengers flying into
Calgary or Montreal faced the same
punishment.
The Public Health Agency of
Canada (PHAC) said last week it was
"aware" of 513 tickets being issued to
air passengers who arrived in Toronto or
Vancouver between Feb. 22 and April
25 and refused to go to a quarantine
hotel. The agency said that in those
cities, both PHAC officers and police
can issue tickets.
PHAC said the rules are different
in Calgary and Montreal, so to check
with local authorities for statistics on
tickets. CBC did and found no indication that any had been issued.
But that doesn't mean all travellers
arriving in those two cities obeyed the
rules. CBC News interviewed several
passengers who said they recently
landed in Montreal or Calgary, refused
to quarantine in a hotel and have yet to

Allan Prout, of Saskatoon, said he refused to quarantine in a hotel

be hit with a fine.
"I'm sure the [police] have better
things to do," said snowbird Allan Prout
of Yorkton, Sask., who flew to Calgary
from Puerto Vallarta on April 26. "I
mean there's real criminals out there. I'm
not a criminal."
Prout said he refused to check into
a quarantine hotel because of the price
— up to $2,000 — and because he

wanted to do his full 14-day quarantine
at his house.
"I think I'm just as safe to get my
ass home and sit here for two weeks,"
he said.
Prout said he was informed by a
government official at the airport his
name would be passed on to the RCMP,
but that no one has issued him a fine, so
far.

The federal government's hotel
quarantine requirement went into effect
on Feb. 22 to help stop the spread of
COVID-19.
Passengers can leave the hotel and
finish their 14-day quarantine at home
when and if their COVID-19 test results
come back negative. Those with positive results are relocated to another
quarantine hotel.
Between Feb. 22 and April 23, 1.9
per cent of the 168,887 air passengers
who took COVID-19 tests after entering
Canada tested positive, said PHAC.
Synthia Vignola flew to Montreal
from Colombia on March 21. Vignola
said she refused to go to a quarantine
hotel because she felt safer quarantining
at her home in Sainte-Marthe, Que.
"I don't have any reason to go in
the hotel with other people when I live
in the country[side], alone," she said.
In a video Vignola shot at the Montreal airport, a man — whom she identified as a PHAC officer — told her in
French that she'd receive a fine by mail
for refusing to quarantine in a hotel.
Six weeks later, Vignola said her
fine has yet to arrive.
"I'm not surprised," she said. "It's
my right to go back in my country without any restriction."
Meanwhile, several passengers
who landed in Vancouver and Toronto
have reported they were immediately
ticketed at the airport for refusing to
quarantine in a hotel.
-- with files from the CBC

Covid cases linked to quarantine hotel
Toronto Public Health (TPH) is investigating COVID-19 cases linked to
a quarantine hotel.
TPH confirmed to CP24 Saturday
afternoon that the cases are connected
to the Crowne Plaza Toronto Airport,
near Highway 27 and Dixon Road.
"We have assigned staff to initiate
an investigation and to work with the
facility to identify all cases, and review
and advise on all appropriate public
health measures and infection prevention and control measures," Dr. Vinita
Dubey, the city's associate medical officer of health, said in a statement to
CP24.
TPH did not disclose how many
confirmed coronavirus cases are associated with the hotel.
"While we appreciate the desire
for more information, we must balance
the public health reason to release the
information requested and the individual's right to the protection of personal
health information and right to privacy.
TPH does not disclose personal health

The Crowne Plaza Toronto Airport Hotel

information related to individual cases
and their contacts, including informa-

tion related to sources of exposure and
acquisition."

Crowne Plaza Toronto Airport is
one of the 20 government-approved
quarantine hotels in the city.
Travellers entering Canada from
abroad must stay at one of the hotels
for three nights while they wait for the
result of the COVID-19 test they have
to take on arrival at the airport.
Those with negative test results
can continue their 14-day quarantine at
home.
On Saturday, Toronto reported
1,050 new cases of COVID-19.
According to a federal government website, travellers who fail to
meet the quarantine restrictions on arrival in Canada is an offence under the
Quarantine Act. It could lead to a fine
of up to $750,000 or up to 6 months in
prison.
If a person breaks mandatory
quarantine or isolation requirements,
and causes the death of or serious bodily harm to another person, they could
face a fine of up to $1,000,000, or up to
3 years in prison
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Hate
and rhetoric
Stop the
games,
AG Williams

While there are some who, for political
purposes
tryGuyana
to minimize
the
The
decision by
Attorneyit,Genimpact
of
East
Indian
migration
on
the
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
Caribbean
has
been
enormous.
the decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
Indeed, in countries like Guyana
George-Wiltshire’s findings that last Deand Trinidad, the Indo populations have
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
become the largest ethnic groups; and
government
wasevery
constitutional,
the
impact on
segmentisofgrasping
life is
at
straws.
tangible.
“The
Chief Justice
RoxYet inHonourable
both countries,
the Indo
populations
have been bombarded
what
anne George-Wiltshire
erred andwith
misdiGuyana
president
calls that
“hate
rected herself
in lawIrfaan
when Ali
she ruled
filled,
rancorous
rhetoric”. Ali
the
the motion
of no-confidence
uponmade
a diviobservations in his speech to mark Arsion vote of 33:32 members of the National
rival Day in Guyana, in honour of the
Assembly
was validly
as the requifirst
immigrants
of passed
all ethnic
backsite
majority
of
all
the
elected
members
of
grounds to land on those shores.
the National
pursuant
to article
“Today Assembly,
we are faced
with
challenges,
if we
work together
in unity
106 (6)but
of the
constitution,”
the Attorney
and
love,contends
regardless
of ethnicity,
General
in his
appeal. lineage,
or political
affiliation,
we are bound to
In her decision,
CJ George-Wiltshire
overcome these challenges,” Ali said in
explained that in getting a majority, one
his message on Tuesday
side must acquire one more than the other
“Let us, therefore, pool our ideas
side.
An absolute
majority,
she said, elimias
and resources,
and
work towards
specified
by
the
constitution,
is
a
majority
nating some of the ills, such as suicide,
domestic abuse, poverty, ignorance, substance abuse and the COVID-19 pandemic. All of these have the potential to
inflict disaffection, discomfort, and distress in our society. Let us also reject
Dear Friends,
hate-filled, rancorous rhetoric aimed at
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years
dividing
our people.”
ago Over
to tryinand
be of service
Bahá’í
Trinidad
where to
thethe
popula-

tion has been severely divided along
racial
lines, hate-filled
rhetoric
against
of all Members
of Parliament
present
reIndos
has
been
the
order
of
the
day.
gardless if they are present or not. The One
could
look atconcluded
any social
platform
chief justice
thatmedia
an absolute
mato
see
supporters
of
the
ruling
PNM
jority is 33.
spewing hate at the Indos, who are traAs such, she ruled, the motion was conditionally supporters of the opposition
stitutionally
allowed, and therefore legal.
UNC.
This To
means
that the
be fair,
theGranger
reversegovernment
is also true,
must UNC
abide by
the constitution,
which
with
supporters
returning
thesays
sentiment.
they must step down and call elections
And
it allofcomes
down
within
90 days
the date
of thetonopolitics,
confiand
seems
to
be
encouraged
by
the
leaddence vote, which was December 21, 2018.
ership of both parties in an effort to play
It is reasonable to expect that the
to their base support.
Granger
administration,
which
is swornHinto
In both
Guyana and
Trinidad,
uphold
constitution,
abidehardship.
by it,
dus
in the
particular
are will
facing
now that its was,
bid to of
overturn
the brought
vote has to
Hinduism
course,
both
nations
by the East Indians who
been found
lacking.
wereIffooled
end
it fails into
to doindentureship
so, it becomes at
an the
illegal
of
slavery. The migrants held on to their
administration.
beliefs, and often had to vigorously deThe move by Williams, therefore,
fend their religion against attacks from
seems to us just another attempt to forestall
Christian
missionaries determined to
the
inevitable
a desperate
covert them tointheir
flock. bid to hold on
to power.
While you think that might be history, think again. Hindus in Trinidad are
being told they worship idols and their
religion mocked by those intent on
building support for their own political
agendas, without a peep of concern from
great amount of time and effort has now been
the leadership.
devoted to my own care in one of the very
We’re told that in Guyana today, a
good hospitals
in Georgetown.
But,
of
similar
occurrence
is happening,
with

much of the vitriol coming from disenchanted
of the APNU
regime
Legalsupporters
minds everywhere
have said
that
which
lost
the
election
last
year.
the government has no ground to stand on
This
is appeal.
happening
today,
200
via this
latest
All it is
doing not
is dragyears
ago. It would seem we’ve come
ging the country through political uncerfull circle, and we call on the leaders of
tainty at a time when clear leadership is
the major parties in both countries to
needed to
move thesuch
nation
forwardasinatterms
openly
condemn
actions,
least
of
dealing
with
its
own
fledgling
oil
econAli has done in his Arrival Day message.
omy, The
as well
as the
crisis
in
truth
is,international
without East
Indians,
neither
of these
countries
Venezuela,
right next
door. would be able
to offer
today
the at
diversity
ofalso
culture
Security
issues
home are
para-and
food
that
wecrime
see. Farms
bean
almost
mount,
with
seemingwould
to be on
non-existent, and small businesses
ever-increasing trajectory that includes the
would be few and far between.
shooting
week communities
of one of Guyana’s
ThelastIndo
in most
both
celebrated
expatriates,
Dr
Brian
O’Toole,
countries are the backbones of the
and murders that
are happeningthem
almost
economies.
To marginalize
is to do
irreparable
every day. harm to both nations.
And
all forand
what?
Political
power.
AG
Williams
President
Granger
In
both
nations,
the of
major
push
might
also
be accused
tryingparties
to buy time
the ethnic divide because this is where
to use the offices they hold to try to disthey get their support.
credit any opposition they may face at the
In Trinidad’s case, we can only
polls,
using
the state-controlled
shakeincluding
our heads
in wonder
as the leadermedia
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tacticsand
to
ship there seems to be both blind
deaf to the situation.
For example, just last week the
government there chose to appoint
Fitzgerald Hinds as the new National Security Minister, when Hinds has openly
whether here or in other countries, are a
and repeatedly made racist comments
symptom of the breakdown in society and as
against
the country’s Indo population.
such we
address social
Heneed
has radical
called steps
themto “alligators
in

the swamp,” referring to their gardens

and farms
in the
plains of Caroni, and inbring
them into
disrepute.
vited
supporters
his PNM
to kill UNC
They
may thinkof
these
are strategic
supporters,
who
are
traditionally
moves, but the drama is being seen by Indos:
the
"Kill
them
dead.
I
want
you
to
drive
a
international community for what it is: a
PNM balisier deep into the hearts of the
desperate attempt to hold onto power. The
wicked UNC vampires. Take a stake
global
hastop
communicated
with acommunity
balisier on
and drive itasdeep
much
to the
Guyana
within
their
heartgovernment.
and finish them off
To and
add to
woes, the Guyana Eleconce
fortheall."
Hinds even headed
went sobyfar
in Novemtions Commission,
a geriatric
ber
2011
as
to
publicly
condemn
chairman who has been in ill health, is now a
Rastafarian
forwill
showing
respect to
saying
that thechild
agency
not be prepared
then Prime Minister Kamla Persad
to hold elections until July – four months
Bissessar.
after itTo
is constitutionally
due.
quote him directly:
"I saw an
Since
the
chairman
of
the
agency
idiot little rasta boy kissing thewas
Prime
handpicked
the That
Granger
administration,
Minister's by
palm.
made
me sick. And
if Ihave
hadtomy
way,wonder
I cut every
we
openly
whetherdreadlock
this,
off
his
head,
every
one,
madame
Vice
too, is another delaying tactic by the govPresident, that idiot boy, what a rude liternment.
tle dreadlock."
It’s time to stop the games and call the
Yet this is the man that the Prime
elections now.
Minister saw it fit to name him in charge
democracy,
fought
for, can
is
of Guyana’s
the security
of all thehard
people.
How
atIndos
stake.expect to be equally served by a
Minister is is so openly against them?
So many centuries later, it is tragic
that this could all still be part of the national conversations in Guyana and
Trinidad.
gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
It tells us that we haven’t come far
sport, and drama to facilitate these discusat all.
sions. And that’s just sad.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

Surely now part of our conversation has
community. As we have no clergy in the course, the other major priority has been the issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari- safety of the school community. Our team at sharing now is the solution across George- got to be how do we address the social issues
ous fields of education. 21 years ago we Nations has been working tirelessly to ad- town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup- and definitely at the same time take the necstarted School of the Nations which began dress thatand regain the peace and compo- port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and vioEditor,
ontook
Maya 5.
In fact,
thereThese
wereactivities
expressions
indi2003 to
lence.
havefrom
proven
really
had at(No.12
Nationsof
for2003)
moreApril
than 14,
students
in establish
Nations. I the
recently
group
withDear
5 children
and has now grown to a com- sure we havelution
May 5 was officially designated a Public Holi- Committee declared that it should review as a possi- viduals from those communities expressing disagreeof sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
day “Arrival Day” in 2004 but before then and since, ble public holiday “Arrival Day that is to say, the 5th ment that their arrivals should be conflated or
This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
it has been commemorated across Guyana as “Indian May, or, if that day is a Sunday, the following day.”
subsumed with a date that clearly marked the Indian
over
this country and indeed all over the
public
is totally newIninits
Guyana
and unpreceemy in Stratford,
Ontario forIndentured
8 days to learn
London,Day.”
Bedfordshire
and
with
ABE in thecome
Arrival
How did
this
dichotomy
about?
arrival
to Guyana.
conclusions
the Committee
noted, “While
world. We
haveGranger
been veryestablished
fortunate ina this
power
of thebe
arts but more
impor-President
UK
that allow
us to the
offerPPP
internationally
ac-established
dented. But
would
appear that
it has been about
On
April
14, 2003,
government
a itthe
In 2017,
David
aforesaid
recommendation
(onthethe
holiday
tantly
to
learn
about
social
issues
and
what
process
to
have
had
youth
from the
media
where
initial
comcreditedSelect
undergraduate
and graduate
pro- offuelled
Special
Parliamentary
Committee
whichbyI social
Jan-UK,
named “Arrival Day”) is in keeping with our man- precedent when he issued a public notice in early
was
a member,
“To Review
the has
Public
uary
to theCanada
effect and
thatother
Jan countries
12 was henceforth
date, the
Committee
wishes
notecan
thatdoall
the sub-them.
to help develop
by a handful
students
in Guyana
has toyouth
to address
This2017
has been
grammes.
The School
of Nations
beenHolidays
a mentsAct,
Chapter
19:07.”
More
specifically,
it
was
to
consider
designated
as
“Chinese
Arrival
Day”
but
not
a Public
missions
favouring
5th
May
as
a
Public
Holiday
of sharing
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea
making
May
26
a
permanent
Public
Holiday
(IndeHoliday.
Later,
on
February
27,
2017,
he
proclaimed
recommended
that
it
be
designated
“Indian
Arrival
graduates serve in important capacities in group of students in North American and Nations and indeed at our house on this re- this message is simply to explore one rependence Day) and May 5 to commemorate the Ar- Day” as is the case in Trinidad and Tobago.” It was 3rd May each year as Portuguese Arrival Day. The
sponse to the growing violence in our socigrew into aggressive and dangerous state- flective process.
Guyana and other part of the world.
rival of Indians to Guyana.
resent to the National Assembly on April 29, 2004 and days have since witnessed commemorative activities
Several months ago , we started a weekly ety.
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
The rationale for considering the holiday was approved. The first “Arrival Day” as a Public Holiday by those communities. It is my considered view that
programme
with 6th Formers
stu- community
In the final
analysis
theseuniversally
challenges can
very
real
dangers
of
social
media
which
draday
when
I
was
shot
outside
my
home
by
stated in the introduction of the Report of the Special was officially observed on May 5 of that year.
thehelping
Guyanese
would
almost
byname
us all working
together.
matically
to the
shooting
on clearly
Sun- dents
fromby
Forms
1, 2, of
and 3support
get together
to only be addressed
what many
people believe
may beofsomeone
Select
Committee,
“Guyanese
Indian origin
whoescalatedThe
the reconsideration
of the
of the May
decision
was
actuated
a desire
Heartfelt
study material
related
to the5th
purpose
of life
fromathe
Nations
community.
I was informed
day night.
on PPP
the one
hand we arenot
now
form
large
portion
of the country’s
population,
had Sothe
holiday
as “Indian
Arrivalgreetings
Day.” And I submit that
government
to possibly
alienate
other
for
a period
of that
in excess
ofhas
thereached
past forty
the timelives
hasascome for
the government
to officially
groups
who hadtoalsoand
arrived
indentured
how toaslead
moral and fulfilling
Dr. Brian
O’Toole, MBE
tryingbeen
to lookGuyanese
at the physical
challenges
only
yesterday
this news
the years
calling
for
5th
May
to
be
declared
a
statutory
public
rectify
the
anomaly.
servants.
But
in
the
years
since,
none
of
the
other
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charholiday,
in observance
the arrival of the first
groups
such
aschallenge
Portuguese
Chinese,
whose
ar-whether in Guyana
acteristic
of youth
today
safe batch
for everyone.
But–the
other
is and
such wanted
to share thisofupdate.
of Indian
indentured labourers who came to the then rival dates were respectively on May 3 and Jan 12,
Yours truly,
Since one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
British Guiana in 1838.” Yet the government’s Reso- took the opportunity to commemorate the occasion
Ravi Dev
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

Officially name May 5 as Indian Arrival Day
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Geopolitics wreaks havoc with Modi’s challenge
By
Cliff
Rajkumar
R E A L LY !
Why is anyone
surprised by the
current cold relationship between
the USA and
India when Modi called Trump his friend
to the chagrin of Biden and Harris.
The Modi/ Trump alliance was, no
doubt, intended to be a tactical political
move by Modi to cement a better relationship with the USA. After all, the
president of the USA is believed to be
the most powerful man in the world;
and, to be in good standing with such a
powerful leader could certainly be beneficial to any developing nation.
However, had trump won, India
would have been able to make beneficial
bilateral trade agreements and, more importantly, strengthen India's strategic
military ties with the USA... given that
China wants to grab and integrate more
territories from India in the Himalayan
regions. Covid-19 came and, not surprisingly, Trump lost his way by his abysmal
misunderstanding and ignorance of the
dreadful and deadly contagious nature of
Covid-19.
To date, since it sprung upon the
world in March 2020, as a pandemic,
Covid19 is proving to be a mutating purveyor of death wreaking havoc with devastating consequences to its victims and
the global health care facilitation to deal
with this scourge. Sadly, despite our
medical advances and technological capabilities, our world leaders and the

WHO were miserably unprepared and
unready to deal with the virulent and
contagious nature of Covid -19 that resulted in crippling lockdowns and the
closure of numerous businesses. Here in
Canada, we are still in the midst of this
crisis with the federal government
pumping endless subsidies to keep the
economy afloat and relief sustenance for
the unemployed who qualify for federal
financial asistance.
Further, it should not come as a surprise to anyone that Modi is a Hindu advocate who seeks to rebuild India on the
foundation of the ancient traditions and
inherent dharmic values of his ancestors.
He, rightfully so, is not abashed about
this since India still constitutes a majority Hindu population. Albeit, a civilization that fostered a way of life that was
uniquely different by embracing a belief
that the creator and its creation are indivisible. This inference is similar to gold
and the many derivatives forms that
could be fashioned, yet retaining its constituent attributes of being nothing else
but Gold, under heat.
Around 1079 AD India succumbed
to the scourge of being plundered by foreign invaders who horrifically battered
and ravaged his native homeland with
indiscriminate atrocities and terror. Since
then, the Turks, Mongols, the British,
and the Portuguese coupled with other
colonial powers carved up India and enforced their religions, beliefs, and way
of life by subjecting the native population to be vassals of their feudal lords.
Modi, a tea seller's son became a
sanyasi and roamed the high Himalayas
as a wandering seeker to find his calling
and
pur-

Calling all Foodies!

Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

Indian PM Narendra Modi with US President Joe Biden

pose. His rise to leadership was not accidental or coincidental, given his unwavering discipline and commitment to
cause and purpose. He is not grandiose
with extravagant materialistic desires
seeking to fill his pockets with unbridled
corruption and cunning, but rather, is imbibed with a fervent desire to reclaim
and preserve a timeless tradition, culture,
value system, and a way of life that once
characterized his native land and people.
To effectively govern and lead over
1.3b people with India's diverse secularism and democratic process is a humongous challenge unlike any on this planet.
Modi does have an unenviable task that
is filled with unimaginable challenges,
risks, and the possibility of making mistakes. After all, he is still human and is
subject to mis-step as we all do.
Like all leaders, Modi is certainly
not faultless but is definitely not a hypocrite or a crook. Indeed! he did underestimate and misstepped with the
management of Covid-19 as many other
world leaders have also done. He was
well-intended with his generosity and
benevolence to reach out and share
India's Vaccine production with many
desperate countries to the dire detriment
of his own population who are now in
the throes of a horrific and deadly catastrophe. However, I do believe that the
people of India are resilient and sufficiently resourceful to harness the
courage and means to overcome and
subdue this disastrous and seemingly unstoppable contagion.
Further, given that Hindus are still
being bombarded with incessant proselytization propaganda and relentless conversion pressures. Modi seeks to rebuild
a dream where Hindus can stand up and
be respected as proud people with the
goodwill and wisdom of their ancient
civilization that have stood the test of
time for thousands of years with many
notable accomplishments and progressive initiatives to their credit. The unjust
and narrow-minded characterization of
Hindus being dogmatically labeled as
being idol worshippers reflects the lack
of understanding of the broader dimen-

sions of Hindu forms of worship. Hindus
subscribe to the belief and understanding
that the one -omniscient and omnipotentBrahman is the absolute empowering
embodiment of the manifest universe.
The many symbolic deities and rituals
provide a metaphorical gateway for
channeling their pleadings to the unseen
indivisible and absolute causative authority we commonly define as GOD.
Hindus subscribe to the belief that there
is profound and undisputed unity of the
creator with every aspect of the creation
and existence; and, for that matter, every
atom conveys this truth.
Notwithstanding, now that Biden is
the President of the USA he has demonstrated and conveyed guarded wariness
of the people who had established close
ties with his arch-rival, Donald Trump.
We know that President Trump used
every possible opportunity and occasion
to malign the democrats and especially
Biden and his son, Hunter.
No doubt, however, Modi's political
alliance with Trump did not bode well
with Biden. Yet, we see that even the
UK's Boris Johnson, Crown Prince
Muhammad Bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, and many other world leaders also
catered to Trump's whims in order to win
his favor as the head of the most powerful economic and military nation of the
world. Hopefully, Biden's distrust of
Modi will not now ease as they look to
the future with optimism by forging beneficial cooperative developments and
positive bilateral relationships for both
countries.
A wonderful world, no doubt, but
filled with the intrigue of our human predisposition and tendency to see the
world and evaluate situations through
the lens of our subjective perceptions
and conditioned self-interest.
Vande Mataram echoes and projects emotive sentiments for cohesion and
homage-not only for India, but also for
mother earth and all of humanity as we
strive to coexists in the spirit of peaceful
and cooperative harmony as one human
family.
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Vaccines roll out in Scarborough
By Marie Sharma
All Scarborough COVID-19 vaccination clinics are now fully operational,
according to a release from the City of
Toronto.
Based on the increased vaccine allocations expected in May, the province
will increase the supply of COVID-19
vaccines to hot spot communities.
During the week of May 10, 50 per
cent of the province's vaccine allocations
will be allocated to hot spots communities in 13 public health regions across the
province, including 15 postal codes in
Scarborough.
Ramping up vaccination in one of
Ontario's hardest hit communities will
ensure vaccines are targeted to those
who are at greatest risk.
Through its joint partnership, and
with the relentless advocacy of Scarborough's provincial representatives, Scarborough Health Network ("SHN") and
its partners will operate three community
clinics at TAIBU, CareFirst and 'The
Hub' by Scarborough Centre for Healthy
Communities.
They will also relaunch their mass
vaccination clinics at Centennial College
and Centenary Hospital. This is on top
of upcoming pop-ups across Scarborough hot spots and the continuation of
mobile vaccination teams into congregate care and homeless settings.
While a limited and unreliable supply of vaccines has impacted communi-

People line up outside a Scarborough school waiting on their vaccines

ties across Ontario in recent weeks, the
province is committed to ensuring Ontario's vaccine rollout continues to focus
on supporting the communities hardest
hit by COVID-19.
"Vaccines are a vital part of the
world response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In collaboration with Toronto
Public Health and Scarborough Health
Network, Scarborough Agincourt residents will be able to book their vaccine
appointments and visit our own pop-up
centre to be vaccinated, ' said Aris
Babikian, MPP for Scarborough-Agin-

court
"We know that vaccinations are key
to overcoming this terrible pandemic.
Our government is taking decisive action
to make sure that we bring vaccines to
those who need them most in Scarborough," MPP for Scarborough North Raymond Cho said.
"I am glad to see more vaccines
being allocated to Scarborough so that
those who want a vaccine are able to get
one in a timely and dignified manner.
There is a clear need here and our government has shown that they are fully

committed to the people of Scarborough
by ensuring we get more doses fast,"
added Christina Mitas, MPP for Scarborough Centre.
MPP for Scarborough-Rouge Park
Vijay Thanigasalam also commented on
the rollout.
"Scarborough needs more vaccines
as it has been one of the hardest hit regions. Our government is working with
Scarborough Health Network and other
local partners by increasing the
province's vaccine allocation to target
those that are at greater risk in Scarborough and other hotspots."
"We are extremely grateful that
through our ongoing efforts and the support of our government partners, Scarborough will receive the vaccine supply
it needs to fight the pandemic. As a majority hot spot community, it is critical
for us to vaccinate our residents," said
Liz Buller, President and CEO, Scarborough Health Network.
The Ontario Health Minister said
her government’s focus is getting vaccines into the arms of people in areas
with the highest risk.
"Ontario's vaccine rollout is continuing to focus on getting vaccines to
those most at risk. With a stable and reliable supply of vaccines on the way, we
will continue expanding access to the
vaccine to communities hardest hit by
COVID-19 including Scarborough,"
said Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier
and Minister of Health
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Man pleads for girlfriend’s return
after burying her in backyard
Three days after shooting his 20year-old companion Shonette Dover in
the face, then burying her in a shallow
grave in the back yard of his Canvas
City, Linden home, Shaquan Alleyne
was busy posting numerous heartfelt
messages on Facebook, urging citizens
to assist him in finding the love of his
life. He even went as far as to offer a reward to anyone who could provide him
with information about her whereabouts.
But that veil of innocence, which
he used to mask his gruesome actions
before the unsuspecting public was soon
removed after police acting on informa-

tion from one of Dover’s relatives on
Friday, last, were able to locate the
young woman’s decomposing body that
was buried in a four foot grave. Though
the discovery has thrown the Dover
family into a deep state of emotional
distress, it has however, brought an end
to assumptions that the young woman
who was missing for 27 days, was perhaps abducted by another lover. That rumour was fuelled in particular by
Alleyne, mere days after his girlfriend
was killed.
Alleyne, 21, had also worked quite
hard to ensure that Dover’s family could
not detect a whiff of foul play on his

Shaquan Alleyne, left, and victim Shonette Dover
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part. As part of his act, the young man
ensured that he was the one who encouraged Dover’s family to file a missing person report with Linden police.
The 21-year-old who is currently on the
run also assisted his girlfriend’s family
in every search that was conducted.
Alleyne also expressed on his
Facebook page, the pain he felt from
being supposedly clueless about
Dover’s whereabouts. On April 6, 2021,
for example, Alleyne on his Facebook
account under the name “Iswe Boss”
posted, “She left the house afternoon
hours to go work on Saturday 3 April
but she never arrived at work she was
last seen by her big brother on Mackenzie shore that said day with a female the
brothers says he doesn’t know the female he said Shonette asked him for
some money and he gives her 2 thousand dollars and that was the time she
was seen …anybody with info I begging u to please come forward I willing
pay any amount of money just know
that she is fine …if you’re out there just
make contact with us and let us know u
r fine we are worrying sick.”
On the same date, Alleyne shared
a post with a missing teen twice and
captioned it, “Wuh de mother sk@nt really going on banna,” and “Me girl first
now somebody else.” Alleyne also
shared another missing person’s post,
but this time, expressing concern about
the prevalence of missing persons.
On April 13, 2021, Alleyne then
shared a missing person’s post of his
girlfriend and captioned it, “11 days
now,” followed by tearful and sad
emoticons. Alleyne even shared a post
warning females to be wary of their environs.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 6 2021

11

Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team

Shah Rukh Khan releases
‘Laphao’
anthem
for KKR
Dia
writes letter
of support
to Indian frontline workers
Dia Mirza: I can’t imagine what you must be going through

After the famous “Korbo Lorbo Jeetbo
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, IPL 2020 is being conducted in UAE
Re,” Shah Rukh Khan’s IPL team Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) has a new fan anthem
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
titled “Laphao.” This is the first time that fans Rukh Khan, however, is in UAE supporting
While Bollywood celebrities are extending to each of you. GRATEFUL.”
to see
after hisDia
team
Kolkata
Knight
Riders.
is quite
actively
sharing
several informasupportare
to getting
the people
inSRK
needappear
duringon-screen
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his
2018
film
Zero.
Shah
Rukh
Khan
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a statement,
“I
surge
in COVID-19
pandemic, actor Dia Mirza took to her Twitter han- tion and updates related to the in
have
been
attending
the
matches,
and
I
truly
Composed
and
written
by
Badshah,
the
dle to revealed that she is grateful to the frontline cases across the country. On Earth Day, she
music
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someofgreat
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miss the
energy
of our toofani
fans.has
Since
we us
tweeted,
“The
#COVID19
pandemic
given
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in thevideo
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the country.
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each
other thodaof our
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IPLdoctors,
tournament,
the and
fan reactions
evidence
consequences
Thanking
nurses
everyone heartbreaking
and
of
course,
Shah
Rukh.
door
se
this
year,
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created
a
fan anthem
that
suffering
else who are grappling with the deadly virus every- broken relationship with nature. Human
The
music
video
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message
that
captures
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emotions
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all
our
fans
aptly
and
day, she wrote, “Witnessing this tragedy & trying can and will be reduced only and only if we come
year,from
KKR
requests is
allso
their
fans
to show together
was even
launched by themWe
today.
It was
for #ClimateAction
can and
must reto helpthis
people
a distance
hard,
I cannot
great
fun
to
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with
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today,
and
the
love
for
their
team
with
social
distancing
imagine how tough this must be for doctors, nurses, store our Earth’s health.”
in
mind.
we
hope
to
keep
making
our
fans
proud.”
Meanwhile, the actress is expecting her first
ward attendants, ambulance drivers and all those
working in the health care sector. My heart goes out

child with husband Vaibhav Rekhi.

World Famous Lady M

COME FLY WITH US!
A superior PSYCHIC
in the MERCHANT FLEA MARKET
(Aisle 7)
• Card and Palm Reading
• Crystal ball READING
• 100% accurate
solves all problems of life
• JUST ONE VISIT & you'll be glad
you did
Come to LADY M
open from 9 am to 9 pm
176 Eglinton Ave, Toronto On. M4P -1A 2

The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
416 480 1482
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Female ministers call on women
to leave abusive relationships
IN view of the most recent cases of
women being murdered by their partners, Guyana Minister of Education,
Priya Manickchand, and Minister of
Human Services and Social Security,
Vindyha Persaud, recently took to their
social media platforms to call on women
and society, to be more proactive in eradicating domestic abuse and violence
against women.
Since 2019 it was revealed in a
UNDP study that more than one in three
Guyanese women experienced intimatepartner violence (IPV) and some 20 per
cent of women in Guyana have experienced non-partner sexual abuse (NPSV)
in their lifetimes.
In recent days, two women were
killed at the hands of their partners. On
Saturday, 43-year-old Nicola Wilson was
stabbed to death by her partner who later
committed suicide, while on Friday, the
body of 20-year-old Shonnette Dover
was discovered in a shallow grave after
it was revealed that she was allegedly
shot dead by her boyfriend before he
buried her in his backyard.
In her post, Minister Manickchand
pleaded with women to get out of abusive relationships and not wait in the
hope that things would get better.
“If you are in an abusive relationship you need to get help to get out. They
can and often do escalate and become
fatal. In any event, living in fear, worry,

under control, is not living,” Manickchand declared.
She added: “If you had asked
Nicola the day before he knifed her to
death, whether he would kill her, her answer most likely would have been something along the line of ‘he does want
knock, knock meh but he won’t kill me.’
If you were to ask Shonette whether her
partner would do that, up to the day before he did, she most likely would have
told you ‘nah man’.”
Reminding women that they deserve to “live a beautiful life,” Manickchand highlighted that unless an abusive
partner commits to getting “serious mental health interventions,” he “will not
change,” no matter what a woman does
to try to please him.
“You can’t love him hard enough.
You can’t serve him hard enough. You
can’t behave hard enough. Him beating,
cursing, belittling you has nothing to do
with you and your behaviour. It is about
him and what is in his head. And unless
that changes you can become Nicola and
Shonnette. So get help and leave.
Please,” she said.
Minister Persaud in her plea reminded women that “each of their lives
is priceless” and she called on men to refrain from preventing women from leaving a relationship when they want to, and
to stop abusing women.

Vindhya Persaud

“The continuing horrific murder of
women in Guyana by their husbands and
partners needs to stop. If there is an argument, do not use your fists or weapons
or words to harm or kill. She is not your
property to be used and abused. Her life
matters to all of us in this country,” Persaud underscored.
She reminded that children also
carry the scars when they grow up in
such situations where domestic abuse is

prevalent in homes. She called on persons to continue to utilise the ministry’s
914 Domestic Violence hotline number,
and noted that her ministry is ready and
willing to help wherever necessary.
“If it’s your family member or
friend, call, report or encourage them to
call 914. We are ready to help with shelter or whatever is needed to get them out
of the abuse that turns deadly quickly,”
she added.
She also noted that her ministry
continues to also work along with the
Guyana Police Force (GPF) to improve
systems they use to handle reports of domestic violence.
“The law has the provision for
harsher penalties and must be used as it
was intended to stop this violence. When
women and girls continue to be murdered, the entire country is in pain,” she
said.
She noted that her ministry will
continue to work to improve its systems
until the scourge of domestic violence is
completely eradicated.
“Join me and help us to stop this
senseless slaughter of our women by
their significant others, report it, encourage them to leave and get to safety and
call 914. No system is perfect, but we
must keep on trying and working together until we save each life. This fight
requires all the people, the law and all
the agencies to work together,” she said.
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Guyanese travellers owed
millions in refunds: Minister
THE Ministry of Public Works and
the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority
(GCAA) on Monday convened a meeting with local travel agents to address issues of outstanding refunds to Guyanese
travellers. The engagement, hosted at the
Arthur Chung Conference Centre at
Liliendaal, was led by subject minister
Juan Edghill and the GCAA’s DirectorGeneral Lieutenant-Colonel (ret’d) Egbert Field.
During the discussion aspect of the
forum, representatives of various travel
services steered clear of assuming responsibility for the unsettled payments.
On the contrary, the travel agents registered complaints relating to airlines failing to honour their responsibility of
refunding passengers in a timely manner.
Blame was particularly attributed to
regional airlines namely Fly Jamaica,
LIAT and Caribbean Airlines (CAL). In
2019, Fly Jamaica exited the local market and filed for bankruptcy, following
the 2018 crash-landing of one of its aircraft at the Cheddi Jagan International
Airport (CJIA). The accident resulted in
six persons being injured. It was reported
that the Toronto-bound airplane had suffered hydraulic complications.
As for CAL, travel agents are complaining of the drawn-out process of refunding customers who were affected by
the closure of operations during the
onset of the coronavirus pandemic in
2020. The meeting also heard complaints against Eastern Airlines, which
has allegedly failed to compensate customers who were affected early last year.
In some instances, airlines have issued

Public Works Minister, Juan Edghill

vouchers, but failed to process cash payments in a timely manner. This was one
of the complaints against LIAT.
Field told the forum that efforts
have commenced to engage some of the
errant airlines, particularly authorities in
Jamaica. The GCAA head informed attendees too that local regulations do not
require scheduled carriers to lodge
bonds. Minister Edghill has expressed
the commitment of the GCAA to address
the issues.
Additionally, Edghill said that gov-

ernment would be instituting new regulations to more effectively guide the operations of local travel agencies,
especially as the local aviation sector
continues to expand.
The minister, in acknowledging the
importance of the aviation sector to the
economy, pointed to the need for more
internationally recognised regulations,
where the rights of consumers are protected.
“Our government is pro-business.
We want to improve the environment for

business development, the ease of doing
business, we don’t want to put burdens
on people, but we want to ensure people
are in compliance,” he said.
Edghill noted too that the existing
legal framework under which travel
agencies operate is very vague. However, the Sale of Travel Tickets Act empowers him as the minister responsible
for the sector, to implement regulations
as he deems fit.
To this end, the Public Works Minister said that consultations are expected
to commence shortly among representatives of the Ministry, GCAA and travel
agents, regarding the specific regulations
that are to be implemented.
“So, the conversation about the
minister making regulations to ensure
that we are properly regulated, I don’t
want it to be a ‘top down’ where I sit in
my office with some legal people and
write regulations,” Edghill noted.
He said that consultations must be
done to ascertain the areas that need be
regulated, and the systems and procedures that require strengthening. “…and
what needs to be changed,” Edghill
added.
The minister noted that the consultations must, however, result in the creation of a draft regulation, along with a
compliance document that will reflect
the input of all relevant stakeholders in
the industry. “So, we are not going to encourage monopoly. We are not going to
encourage elitism and we are going to
keep the door [of] business open, but we
also want everybody who is in practice,
in compliance… “

Two new airlines given green light to service GT
THE Government of Guyana has
granted approval for Caribbean airline
carrier, InterCaribbean Airways, to operate the Georgetown, Guyana route, joining the Surinamese airline carrier, Fly
All Ways, which was granted approval
in March this year.
This announcement was made by
Minister of Public Works, Juan Edghill,
on Monday at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre (ACCC) during an engagement with travel agents.
This marks an inaugural venture for
the Turks and Caicos Islands-based InterCaribbean Airways as the aircraft has
never plied the Georgetown route. Fly
Allways airline, however, had first entered the local market in August 2016,
but its service lasted for less than a year.
InterCaribbean Airways, which
touts the slogan “Connecting you and the
Caribbean”, offers flights to 27 cities
within the Caribbean region, with plans

for expansion of its network. The cities
include Havana, Cuba; San Juan, Puerto
Rico and Kingston, Jamaica.
The Public Works Minister, during
the engagement, also announced that the
government is currently in talks with
other airline carriers in a bid for them to
operate here. One such airline is Britishbased carrier, Virgin Atlantic.
“We are engaging new airlines to
come to Guyana. We have just approved,
at the level of Cabinet, two new airlines,
FlyAllways and InterCaribbean Airways. There are applications of other airlines that we are considering,” Edghill
said.
He is optimistic that with the expansion of the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA), Guyana will
attract much more flights from across the
globe and becomes a hub for regional
travel.
“We still want to ensure that we can

Map showing the flight routes from Guyana to the Caribbean

bring in the wider body jets, carry more
passengers with capacity for greater
cargo, to being cost down from the economy of scales, and perhaps when they

get here, shuttle them to French Guiana,
Brazil, Trinidad back into the
Caribbean,” he said.

20

THURSDAY MAY 6 2021

EQUALITY NEWS

Kamla foresees ‘economic pandemic’
Trinidad and Tobago Opposition
Leader Kamla Persad-Bissessar has extended an olive branch to the Government, offering to work with it to find a
solution as she foresees an "economic
pandemic" in the aftermath of covid19.
With thousands more workers unemployed as non-essential services remain closed for at least three weeks,
Persad-Bissessar called on the Prime
Minister to say what his plans are to pre-
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vent mass business closure.
“If we do not protect the economy,
when we exit this pandemic, we will
enter another – a pandemic of economic
turmoil,” Persad-Bissessar predicted as
she addressed the United National Congress (UNC) Virtual Report on Monday
night.
She urged the Government “to stop
playing petty political games with citizens’ lives and work with stakeholders,

including the Opposition, to develop a
real, workable plan to address the issues
affecting people, national issues, with
political maturity and bipartisanship.”
Among alarming pronouncement
by health officials that the parallel
healthcare system is on the brink of collapsing, Persad-Bissessar advanced, “We
are not saying, 'Do not lock down,' or,
'Don’t take measures to protect our citizens,' but do it with a plan that protects
people.”
She said the additional restrictions
the PM announced on Monday will further decimate micro, small and mediumsized businesses, and lead to greater job
losses.
She was critical of the short notice
given to lock down businesses, especially the food sector, which would have
invested in perishables.
She questioned the lack of support
for the private sector and called for immediate measures to ease the burden,
such as a loan deferral scheme, lowered
rates and debt-work-out scheme for
companies which have fallen below
“bank risk,” in consultation with the
Bankers Association and the Central

Bank, as well as VAT rebates.
She also called on Dr Rowley to
say what his plans arefor the vulnerable
who have lost their jobs.
She said politicians had a reponsibility to protect the people of TT not
only from covid19, but also from starvation and from being thrown out from
their homes, and to ensure they can buy
medication for a sick child or relative.
Referring to Government’s stated
difficulty in providing the same relief
grants to the vulnerable as this second
wave hit TT, Persad-Bissessar called for
an audit of money actually spent on
covid relief thus far.
“In the last lockdown, the Rowley
Government spent billions on election
gimmicks. They claimed billions were
spent on covid relief. But where did the
money go?”
She said money was withdrawn
from the Heritage and Stabilisation
Fund, “And then we found out it was to
pay contractors, to pay your friends,
your family and your financiers. Not one
cent from those billions was spent on
covid. Where has the $18 billion gone?”
she asked.
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Windies slump to 10th in
latest ICC T-20 rankings
West Indies have slumped to tenth
spot in the latest International Cricket
Council’s Twenty20 rankings, just six
months before they defend their title at
the T20 World Cup in India.
Following the annual update Monday which saw results from 2017-18
eliminated, West Indies found themselves on 222 ratings points but still
within striking distance of the three
teams immediately ahead of them.
Bangladesh are ninth on 225 points,
Sri Lanka lie eighth on 227 points while
Afghanistan are seventh on 236 points.
England, meanwhile, remain the
top side in the rankings with 277 and
have extended their lead over second
placed India to five points.
New Zealand also gained in the
rankings, leaping two places to third on
263 points with Pakistan two points back
in fourth and Australia fifth on 258.
South Africa are in sixth, 10 points
back.
West Indies have experienced a
topsy-turvy run of form in the shortest
format in recent years, with only four se-

West Indies down to tenth in T20 International rankings

ries wins in the last 12 while losing 14
of their last 23 games inside the last 2-½
years.
In their last series in March, the

Caribbean edged Sri Lanka 2-1 in a
three-match series to make up for their
2-0 thrashing in New Zealand last December.

West Indies won the last T20 World
Cup staged in India five years ago and
are currently gearing up for their title defence under white-ball skipper Kieron
Pollard, recently named Wisden’s Leading T20 Cricketer in the World.
In the One-Day International format, West Indies climbed one place to
eighth, overtaking Sri Lanka to be on 82
ratings points.
They swept Sri Lanka 3-0 last
March in the Caribbean but that was on
the back of successive whitewashes at
the hands of Bangladesh earlier this year
and Sri Lanka back in 2020.
New Zealand have meanwhile replaced reigning world champions, England, as the top-ranked side in ODIs with
121 ratings points, with Australia second
on 118 points after jumping two places
and India slipping one place to third on
115 points.
England now lie a decimal point behind in fourth with South Africa fifth
(107), Pakistan (97) sixth and
Bangladesh seventh on 90 points.

Lawyer knocks ‘trial by media’ in Maradona’s death
A defense lawyer involved in the
case around the death in Argentina last
year of soccer star Maradona slammed
what he called a “trial by media” on
Monday after the leak of a report last
week alleged “deficient and reckless”
behavior by the footballer’s medical
team.
Maradona, the revered former Boca
Juniors and Napoli star who had battled
alcohol and drug addiction for many
years, died last November from heart
failure after undergoing brain surgery
earlier that month.
According to the report, a medical
board formally appointed to investigate
his death concluded that several members of his medical team acted in an “inappropriate, deficient and reckless
manner,” and said he was not properly

monitored before he died.
That report, shared with Reuters
and other media outlets last week, is due
to be presented to prosecutors in Buenos
Aires on Monday.
No charges have yet been brought
in the case and the lawyer for
Maradona’s psychiatrist said selective
leaking was undermining the legal
process.
“The evidence that was leaked, as
well as the audios and witness testimony,
the extracts, including edited audios and
chats, involve less than half of the defendants, is not that striking?” Vadim Mischanchuk told reporters.
“It would seem there is an intention
to produce a trial by media, a trial prior
to the delivery of justice, and that is not
good at all.”

Diego Maradona -- died last November after surgery

Maradona’s death rocked the South
American nation, prompting a period of
mourning and angry finger pointing
about who was to blame.

A lawyer for Maradona’s son Dieguito said the report showed “criminal
conduct” in the case, adding he would
press for full accountability.
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