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mainly feminist activists and non-governmental organisations. That former
Dutch colony had lobbied Guyana,
among other sister-CARICOM member states, to support her.
Dr. Barnett succeeds Ambassador
Irwin La Rocque, who is not eligible
for a third term
OFF TO TOKYO: Andrew Fowler and Jamila Sanmoogan (above) are
heading to the Tokyo Olympic Games where they will represent Guyana. This is
according to Guyana Amateur Swimming Association President, Dwayne Scott.
The Tokyo Games are scheduled to start July 23.
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Gov’t committed to professional development of media workers

Tribute to journalists
GOVERNMENT’S principles and
commitment will remain steadfast, even
as it expects that the Guyanese media
fraternity to do likewise and recommit to
raising the bar of professionalism and
ethics with due regard to the ‘public
good’ that information should serve, said
Minister within the Office of the Prime
Minister, Kwame McCoy, who holds the
portfolio for Public Affairs.
In a message to mark World press
Freedom Day today, Minister McCoy
said training of new journalists and
broadcasters, including women, for absorption across both the public and private media spectrums will be
undertaken.
He noted that capacity-building
through industry training and international scholarships, including for online
work, is being facilitated for direct benefit to members of the Guyanese media
fraternity and indeed all Guyanese.
These awards, the minister noted, form
part of a five-year programme that will
facilitate 20,000 scholarships across a
wide array of academic and skill-based
disciplines.
A Broadcast Academy will be established to facilitate world-class industry professional training and exposure
for current and new broadcasters, he
said, while pointing out that the government is facilitating full access to the free
press on a regular basis on state matters
and those related to the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, he said, steps have already been taken to strengthen relations
and build capacity with the Guyana
Press Association (GPA).
“As a nation committed to a free
press and a signatory to the declarations
of Chapultepec and Windhoek, the Government of Guyana remains therefore
unequivocally committed to upholding
the constitutional rights of its citizens to
freedom of information as a public good,
and will continue to actively pursue, develop, consider and support reasonable
measures that protect and guarantee access to, or the dissemination of information in all forms and across all media
platforms. I therefore take this opportunity to salute all professional media
workers in good standing, particularly
the veterans and stalwarts with 30 years
and over of diligent, exemplary experience in using information as a public
good. Again, congratulations and best
wishes on behalf of President Ali and my
Cabinet colleagues, and indeed, on behalf of all Guyana,” Minister McCoy
said in his message.
European Union Ambassador to
Guyana, Fernando Ponz Cantó, in a
video message underscored that freedom
of the press and media is a key component of preserving democracy, and commended Guyana’s press for the role it
played in the country’s 2020 elections.
Canto highlighted the EU’s commitment to contributing to the protection
and promotion of press freedom, be-

Honorable Kwame McCoy-MP, Minister within the Office of the Prime Minister Portfolio-Public Affairs

cause of the significance it plays in keeping citizens informed.
“Freedom of expression and information, as well as freedom of the press,
provides the most powerful platform for
contributing significantly for the formation of public opinion. This allows people to make informed choices in political
decisions, and daily lives,” Canto said.
“These freedoms are therefore essential for democracy, which is one of
the fundamental values common to all
the EU members states and to most of
our partners and those are the very values on which the EU is founded.”
World Press Freedom Day was established in 1993 by the UN General Assembly following a recommendation
adopted at the 26th session of UNESCO’s General Conference in 1991.
Celebration of the day is particularly aimed at reminding governments of
the need for the commitment to respecting press freedom, and is also a day of
reflection among media professionals
about issues of press freedom and professional ethics.
This year the day is being celebrated under the theme, “Information as
a public good.”
“The title is self-evident. We want
to affirm the importance of cherishing
information as a public good and exploring what can be done in the production,
distribution and reception of content to
strengthen journalism to advance transparency and to ensure empowerment,
while leaving no one behind,” Canto remarked in his address. He highlighted
that the EU continues to do its part to ensure the preservation of press freedom.
“Within the EU legal framework
press freedom is a fundamental right es-

tablished in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. With its provisions
closely resembling that on press freedom
in the EU Convention on Human Rights.
This is also reflected in other fundamental international provisions,” Canto said.
He stressed that the quality of democratic processes is linked to the state of
freedom of expression as well as media
freedom and pluralism.
“On World Press Freedom Day we
want to celebrate the essential role of
free press, not only as a conveyor or reliable and accurate news, but [also] as a
pillar of democracy. There is no democracy without a truly free press,” he said
He cited Guyana’s 2020 elections as a
leading example of how the free press in
Guyana played a critical role in ensuring
the preservation of democracy.
“I want to highlight and commend
the important role that press and the
media in Guyana played in particular
during and after the general elections of
2020. This was fundamental and essential in this important process, which led
finally to the declaration of results,” he
noted.
In 2020, the declaration of results
for Guyana’s General and Regional
Elections dragged on for some five
months following a number of irregularities, court cases, and a recount process.
Canto underlined the critical role the free
press is playing during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic before noting how
important responsible reporting has been
during this period.
“In the pandemic context, the
media has also a fundamental responsibility to play. I have to say that if the
media is disseminating the right messages success is almost guaranteed,” he

added. Canto pledged the EU’s commitment to continuing to tangibly and significantly
contributing
to
the
perseveration of press freedom.
“The EU continues to promote free
and fair media, not only at home but also
globally in relation with partner countries, including by providing funding for
targeted projects that enhance quality for
journalism. The EU reaffirms its determination to defend press and media freedom within its borders and worldwide,”
Canto assured.
Meanwhile, the GPA in its message
said this year’s theme ultimately means
that state parties have an important role
and responsibility, as do the disseminators to ensure that media workers serve
the public interest through their content.
“This task has become most important in the period of the pandemic when
the public depends on journalists to provide accurate information to counter not
only the anti-vaxers, but also those who
churn out misinformation and disinformation”, the statement said.
The association noted that states
such as Guyana have a critical role to facilitate this public good to the wider public. In this regard, the GPA urged the
Government of Guyana to create a
greater public awareness about the access to information mechanism so that
not only journalists but the wider public
can maximise its use.
It used the opportunity to urge the
media corps to dedicate journalists to research particular topics and utilise the
access-to-information mechanism that it
believes needs to be revamped and made
user-friendly in a simplified manner.
“In an age when some media practitioners are driven merely by a few lines
to catch Social Media eyes, we have to
be more aware of the information we put
in the public domain. We have to [be] respectful of persons faced with trauma,
our treatment of victims of sexual assault, abuse and human trafficking and
most importantly, understand our role in
the protection of minors and how they
are portrayed in the stories we write,” the
GPA said.
It noted that the most pressing issue
facing journalism is the viability of free
and independent media because advertisers and sponsors believe that they get
more returns on their dollars from social
media, which, for the most part, is “a
minefield of misinformation and disinformation.”
In this context, media houses have
a larger role to play by constantly educating the public that journalism standing on the pillars of fairness, accuracy,
credibility and verification is the basis
for informing and educating the public,
the statement said. The GPA saluted all
media workers, particularly the journalists and editors who continue to toil beyond hours to bring the news to the
public.
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Anti-maskers in Sasktaoon
fly the white supremacist flag
By Niraj Sharma
It was supposed to be a protest
against masks as required by Covid19
regulations in Sasktaoon on Sunday.
It has now turned into a debate on
racism, after a flag associated with
Nazis and white supremacists was flown
during the rally at a Saskatoon war memorial.
"I think it's totally inappropriate. I
just can't comprehend why people
would do this," said Al Boyce, president
of the Army, Navy and Air force Veterans Unit 38.
A man at the centre of the crowd
raised a large flag bearing a sun cross
symbol, also known as Odin's cross. It's
a symbol used for decades by neoNazis, skinheads, the Ku Klux Klan
"and virtually every other type of white
supremacist," according to the New
York-based Anti-Defamation League.
The man stood with the black,
white and red flag held high while
speakers, including federal political
leader Maxime Bernier, railed against
pandemic health measures.
Boyce, whose father and four uncles served in the Second World War,
said any symbols of hatred are wrong,
and the protest location disrespects the
memories of veterans who fought and
died to keep this country safe.
Boyce said wearing a mask and
distancing is a small price to pay for
your community, compared with the
sacrifices of veterans. Boyce said the
whole anti-mask movement is rooted in

Odin’s cross, a symbol of White Supremacy, at the Saskatoon protest

selfishness.
"You know, you've got to be concerned about your neighbour. They're
not helping their neighbour, not helping
their family," Boyce said.
"To me, health officials are trying
to keep us all safe, just like veterans."
Rhonda Rosenberg, executive director of the Multicultural Council of
Saskatchewan, said the use of the flag is

not an isolated event. Rosenberg noted
the increase in anti-Asian hate incidents,
as well as the racist attacks on
Saskatchewan's Chief Medical Health
officer Dr. Saqib Shahab. At a December anti-mask rally in Regina, a speaker
at the podium drew laughs when he
spoke of "these foreigners" and repeatedly made fun of Shahab's name.
"There's no question we've seen

racist undertones and overtones related
to the pandemic right from the beginning," Rosenberg said.
Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations vice-chief Heather Bear
called the flag "a slap in the face to all
veterans.
"Our veterans didn't have to go to
war, but they did. They fought for freedom, but they fought for equality and
justice," Bear said.
"To see that mentality now on display at a war memorial is ridiculous."
Concerns are growing across
Canada about both the subtle and overt
racism on display at the continuing antimask rallies. Calgary Mayor Naheed
Nenshi told Global News the rallies are
little more than "thinly-veiled white nationalist" events. Federal NDP leader
Jagmeet Singh called them gatherings
for "dangerous" extremists.
Al Boyce is president of the Army,
Navy and Air force Veterans Unit 38 in
Saskatoon. He says anti-mask protesters
disrespected veterans when they gathered at the Vimy Memorial in Saskatoon. He was particularly concerned
about the flag associated with white supremacists that was flown during the
event Saturday. (Stefan Nenson/CBC)
In Saskatchewan, opposition MLA
Nicole Sarauer said the rally's message
is offensive, but it's even worse that
they're hosting events in locations designed to honour veterans.
"It's disgusting, it's wrong and it's
an insult to those that fought for our
freedom," Sarauer said.

Border guards sued for racial profiling
Allegations of racial profiling at the
U.S. border are nothing new: A number
of reported incidents have made headlines, including last year's flood of detentions of Iranian-born travellers.
What's more unusual is how those
allegations are now coming from inside
the agency that oversees the U.S. border
— and they're from border officers
themselves.
They're contained in a lawsuit
against the U.S. government from three
officers stationed at a Michigan-Ontario
border crossing.
The officers are all Black men, all
U.S. military veterans and they're all employed by the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) agency at the Blue
Water Bridge crossing between Port
Huron, Mich., and Sarnia, Ont.
Their lawsuit coincides with the release of data on thousands of apprehension records that the American Civil
Liberties Union says proves blatant

racial profiling at the border in Michigan.
"I've seen it with my own two
eyes," said Mikal Williams, one of the
three officers who filed the lawsuit several weeks ago in the U.S. District Court
in eastern Michigan's southern division.
"Travellers of colour [are] receiving
more scrutiny."
The three officers filed the legal action against the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, which oversees the
border agency, and will ask a court to
grant exemplary and punitive damages
in a dollar amount not yet specified.
Their allegations have not yet been
tested in court.
The border agency has not yet filed
its response to the lawsuit, and a
spokesperson said its policy is not to
comment on matters of pending litigation.
The legal complaint recounts several anecdotes in which, the plaintiffs

say, their white colleagues were harsher
on people of colour entering from
Canada than on whites.
One example in the court filing involves 17 U.S. citizens, all Black men,
returning home from Toronto in SUVs
who were pulled over. "[They] were
treated without respect and were insulted
... only because of their race," the lawsuit
claims.
Another alleged episode involves a
Black family from Texas that accidentally turned onto the bridge toward
Canada and was stopped after turning
around the car to head back south.
The lawsuit says border officers
called the local police department when
they noticed the driver lacked a valid licence, which, it says, is not the way similar incidents are handled involving
white drivers.
A supervisor then threatened the
driver with arrest unless he had someone
come to the border to drive his vehicle

home — which, again, the lawsuit calls
unusual.
"Management went above and beyond in trying to get this person arrested.
He had no warrants, no criminal history,"
Jermaine Broderick, one of the plaintiffs,
said in an interview with CBC News.
"There was no reason to try to put
this person in jail."
Another family was stopped on
their way out of the United States. It was
an American family on the bridge, leaving the country and heading north toward Canada.
The lawsuit alleges that a supervisor called the family suspicious-looking
and says that opinion was based entirely
on the fact they were Black people in a
luxury vehicle.
"I was directed by a senior officer
to 'Stop that Black guy,'" Johnny Grays,
a 13-year veteran of the agency with
eight years' experience at the Port Huron
crossing, said in an interview.
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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Attack on Indian Guyanese Indefensible
Dear Editor,
The attack on Indian Guyanese by
PNC Member of Parliament Amanza
Walton-Desir that they are mentally lazy
and not as ‘democratically inquiring” as
African Guyanese is indefensible. No
ethnic group is inferior to another. No
party's support group is inferior to the
supporting group of another party. People are not mentally lazy or smart on account of their ethnicity but on their
ability. The opposition PNC should disassociate from that kind of comment and
admonish Amanza for believing and
spouting it.
Guyana is a democracy; people are
free to support whichever party they
choose for whatever reason. No party
has a right to rig an election; parties and
candidates should compete in free.
Open, democratic contests. No one
should attack people on account of their
race. Not this day and age and not from
the kind of response the world has seen
coming from America with the police
shootings of Blacks and the response
from Black Lives Matter Movement.
And no one should support this kind of
attack on Indians. Yet, this is exactly
what has happened -- Amanza’s PNC affiliated defenders have circled the wagon
giving credence that Indians are an inferior people. Indians feel that an Indian
Lives Matter Movement in Guyana, similar to BLM in America, is needed to
counter the kind of attacks launched by
Amanza.
What was Amanza thinking when
she decided to attack Indians saying they
are mentally lazy and can’t think for

themselves, and that Afrivcans are more
democratic than Indians. And what are
the defenders of Amanza of thinking
when they join her in solidarity. One defender said he did not listen to her rant
against Indians but that he accepts her
explanation in a PNC aligned on-line
paper. That defender comes across as
mentally lazy, to use Amanza comment
characterizing Indians.
He could easily access her remark
about Indians. Her original remarks are
available on the internet as well as in
several publications. For the benefit of
all, this is a transcription of Amanza’s remarks:
"PPP supporters (Indians) were not
seemingly free to decipher what’s wrong
or right, make decisions for themselves,
and were happy with not questioning the
various rationale put forward (to them)
by the PPP politicians. ... PPP supporters/members were ‘trapped, in bondage,
and mentally lazy’”.
Amanza ended her diatribe by comparing Indians to Africans whom she described as being “far more inquiring and
inquisitive than Indians and have far
more appreciation for the democratic
process…”.
One defender of Amanza praises
her courage to address race issues. Attacking Indians, for him, is displaying
courage. It is indeed courageous to attack a people. Had that occurred in the
USA, vast sections of the country would
have been set ablaze and a demand for
that woman’s blood.
Who would agree with that comparative description of Indians with

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

Amanza Walton-Desir -- called Indo Guyanese lazy

Africans. Which party rigged elections
in Guyana and which party attempted to
rig the 2020 election? Who supported
that party? Are they mentally inquisitive
for supporting rigging? If one race supports rigging and another race opposed
rigging, how can the race that endorses
rigging be more democratic than the race
that rejects rigging? What kind of backward thinking is that?
In this day and age, no one puts
down an entire group of people.
Amanza’s remark was un-intellectual
and it most certainly is not an expression
of courage. Putting down a race and
standing by your comment is not a display of courage. Amanza’s attempt to explain her comment and her refusal to
show remorse and contrition is an act of
cowardice, not courage. Courage us
when you accept you are wrong and you
apologize.
President Ali is a courageous leader
when he acknowledged an error and

apologized. The President expressed regret for his faux pas remark stating that
all groups came to British Guiana for
economic improvement as related to Indian arrival day on May 5. That apology
is an act of courage. Amanza should
have emulated President Ali and apologized to Indians for insulting them.
There are those who railed against
critics of Amanza describing them as unready for a discussion on our race conflict. Those who defend Amanza’s
remark that derogates Indians are the
ones showing they are not ready for a
civil discussion on race reality. They
come across as racist.
Amanza’s view of Indians must be
condemned. No race is smarter than another. No race must be put down. No
person is stupid or mentally lazy because
of their race.
Yours faithfully,
Dr Vishnu Bisram

Will the free press
stand its ground?
Dear Editor,
I AM reminded constantly of the saying of Nelson Mandela that “a free press
is a pillar of a democratic society.” Then I am also reminded of Barack Obama’s
saying before he left the Office of U.S. President that “we have to uphold a free
press and freedom of speech – because, in the end, lies and misinformation are no
match for the truth.” Mr Editor, this was my mood as I read that former President
David Granger has filed charges against the Guyana Times, Stabroek News and the
Kaieteur News for defamation and libel they allegedly published about him during,
and after the 2020 March 2 elections in Guyana.
I know that I can’t say much about the case because it is sub judice, but I
must say that this case cannot stand the test of reasonable scrutiny and facts.
The former head of state has made yet another mistake, perhaps the biggest –
to single-handedly sue the media in Guyana – and there is a plethora of evidence
to be called in support of the media’s case. I, like all Guyanese, will watch this
case closely as the media’s freedom to report and tell stories based upon what they
know to be factual is being attacked and threatened. The courts were assaulted first
and they stood their ground. The political party in power was attacked and they
stood their ground. Now, it’s the media – the fourth estate that has come under attack with allegations of spreading fake news, libel and defamation. Will they stand
their ground and deliver an unrestrained blow to the former President, or will they
break under pressure?
Yours truly,
Erin Northe
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SIU clears cop in knife incident
By Marie Sharma
A Toronto police officer who deliberately ran down a knife weilding suspect with his cruiser has been clared of
any wrongdoing by the civilian Special
Investigations Unit (SIU),which probes
any altercations between police and
civilians.
The knife-wilding suspect in
Toronto’s
downtown
core
last
spring,sustained a fractured wrist and
foot.
Police were initially called to a
store in the area of King and Bathurst
streets for reports of a robbery at around
6:10 p.m. on April 12, 2020.
When they arrived on scene they
immediately located the suspect in the
area and directed him to drop the large
knife he was holding.
The suspect refused to comply and
proceeded to walk southbound along
Bathurst Street.
In his report, SIU Director Joseph
Martino says that a number of officers
pursued the suspect. He said that a total
of seven different officers discharged
conducted energy weapons in an unsuccessful attempt to get him to stop.
However, Martino said that the suspect’s winter jacket “appears to have
prevented the probes that were on target

from penetrating through to his skin.”
Martino said that another officer
then intentionally bumped the suspect
with his vehicle on three separate occasions but each time the suspect only
stumbled and was able to regain his footing with “the knife still in his right
hand.” The incident finally came to an
end after the suspect turned onto Front
Street and started walking eastbound.
That is when an officer who had

just fired his conducted energy weapon
at the suspect twice hopped back into
their cruiser and started to follow him at
a slow rate of speed.
Martino says that the officer then
used the driver’s side front corner of his
cruiser to strike the suspect from behind,
causing him to land on the street. The
front wheel of the vehicle then drove
over the suspect before the officer was
able to stop.
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Children’s Homes in JA facing
shutdown for licensing breaches
Jamaica’s Child Protection and
Family Services Agency could serve closure notices on several children's homes
across the island because of the failure
on the part of their management to meet
licensing requirements outlined by The
Child Care and Protection Act.
Minister of State in the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Information
Robert Morgan made the disclosure in
Kingston.
Morgan said while more than 70
per cent of children's homes have met
the licensing requirements following an
ultimatum given by him in January, several are facing closure for failure to com-

ply with or meet set standards.
Homes were given three months to
complete the licensing process which requires, among other things, that the
home receives a certificate of clearance
by the police and one from a medical
practitioner, a food handler's permit, a
certificate evidencing training and other
qualifications, a detailed operational
plan, and authorisation from the Jamaica
Fire Brigade and the local planning authority.
“It is good now that over 70 per
cent of the homes have fulfilled the requirements. There are some outstanding
matters, though. So, for example, be-

A children’s home in Jamaica
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cause of COVID certain arms of the
State have not been able to complete
their obligations to the homes — the
health inspections, for example, [and]
fire safety.
“So, while the homes in some cases
worked hard in fulfilling their obligations for licensing, I could not blame
them 100 per cent – because if you make
a request to a government agency and
they take three or four months to do it,
then I couldn't necessarily blame the
homes for that,” Morgan commented.
He said, however, that there are
cases that give a clear indication that
some homes will not be able to fulfil licensing requirements.
“We're already in the process of
looking at certain homes that will not be
able to continue to function the way they
are functioning. We're always willing to
work with the homes but where we see
there are institutional problems as it relates to child abuse, as it relates to infrastructure, as it relates to whether or not
the home is fulfilling the needs of the
children, then you may see, over the next
couple of months, homes that are not
going to stay open.
“We've already closed one home,
which I will not name yet, and we're
looking at others to see whether or not
we can work with them – and if we are
not able to work with them then we're
going to have to close them,” said Morgan.

Advertising in
Equality News
works. Just ask any
of our clients!
647-216-2359
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Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Girl, 15, saves sister
from being killed
The actions of a 15-year-old girl
yesterday saved her elder sister, 17,
from being butchered to death, her actions can only be described as tremendous bravery.
Her sister was attacked by her 22year-old boyfriend around 11:45 hrs.
The two girls were reportedly travelling
in a boat from Hubu Koker to their
home located at Fort Island in the Essequibo River.
According to a police report, they
were half way through their journey
when the boyfriend pulled up beside
them in his boat. The man, armed with a
cutlass, jumped over into their boat and
said, “All the time you does fool me”
while he began chopping the 17-yearold girl to her head and hand.
Her sister, 15, intervened and reportedly pushed him overboard as they
tried to escape. But the man was able to
pull himself up again. This time, he
chopped the 15-year-old to one of her
hands but she did not give up as she
managed to push him over board again.

The suspect, this time around, lost grip
of his cutlass and it sank in the river.
The boyfriend then swam back to
his boat and escaped while the girls
made it to their home in Fort Island.
Relatives were informed of the incident
and they rushed the badly wounded 17year-old to the Leonora Cottage Hospital where she received treatment and
was later referred to the Georgetown
Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC).
Her condition has been listed as stable.
The attempted murder was subsequently reported to the Fort Island
Coast Guards and they began looking
for the boyfriend. They spotted his boat
at Morashie, Essequibo River located
opposite Fort Island and stopped there.
They found him minutes later hanging
from a tree.
The body was removed and transported to Parika where it was handed
over to the cops in Region Three. They
have since launched an investigation
into the attempted murder suicide.

MORE COVID VACCINES: Guyana has received another 83,000 doses
of the Russian Sputnik V vaccine Monday morning, pushing the total vaccines
received to date over 260,000 doses. During his COVID-19 update, Minister of
Health, Hon. Dr. Frank Anthony said 43,000 would be used as first doses while
the remainder will be kept for second doses. “Our plan has been and continues
to be that we are securing vaccines for every single adult in Guyana so that
there will be a vaccine for every single adult in Guyana. And while we secure
the vaccine, it is still voluntary, so people can decide whether they want it or
not. Of course, we would prefer that people come forward and get their vaccine
because this is what going to protect them from getting sick with Covid.” To
this end, plans are being made to purchase more of the Sputnik V vaccine to
boost the Government’s immunisation campaign. The latest shipment was the
third consignment from the 200,000 doses of the vaccine the Government purchased from Russia. The first shipment of 25,000 doses was received on April
2, followed by a batch of 30,000 doses.

CGX pledges Guyana assets for $19M loan
Canadian oil exploration company, CGX Inc.,
on Friday announced that it has secured a US$19M
loan from its joint venture partner offshore
Guyana.
The loan, according to the partners, is meant
to finance CGX’s share of costs related to the development of its Corentyne, Demerara and Berbice
oil blocks, its Berbice deepwater port project, and
other budgeted spending for the year.
The agreement with Frontera dictates that the
loan to CGX will be available for drawdown in
tranches on a non-revolving basis until October 31,
2021 or the date on which CGX enters, or its subsidiaries enter, into a binding transaction that provides funds to repay the amounts outstanding under
the loan.
It was noted by the joint venture partners that
the loan, together with all interest accrued, shall be
due and payable on June 30, 2022, or such later
date as determined by Frontera, at its sole discretion. Interest payable on the principal amount outstanding shall accrue at a rate of 9.7 percent
annually, payable monthly in cash, with interest on
overdue interest. Additionally, under the loan
agreement, if the loan is extended by Frontera past
June 30, 2022, at its sole discretion, the new interest rate will be 15 percent per annum.
The loan, according to the partners “will be
secured by all the assets of CGX.” The loan agreement also includes a standby fee of 2% multiplied
by the daily average amount of unused commitment under the loan payable quarterly in arrears by
CGX during the drawdown period.
It was noted too, that subject to the requisite
approvals, Frontera in its sole discretion, may elect
to convert all or a portion of the principal amount
of the loan into common shares in the capital of
CGX at the conversion price per common share.
The maximum number of common shares which
may be acquired by Frontera upon the conversion

CGX operations in Guyana waters

of the loan, is 26,685,393 common shares, which
represents approximately 9.28% of the currently issued and outstanding common shares of CGX. The
loan remains subject to customary conditions, including the negotiation and execution of definitive
agreements between Frontera and CGX and obtaining regulatory approvals.
Chief Executive Officer of Frontera, Orlando
Cabrales, in making the joint announcement noted,
“Our joint venture with CGX represents a significant growth opportunity for both companies and is
rooted in a commitment to the Guyanese government to develop these world class assets with a
focus on local engagement and the development of
infrastructure. Completing the loan agreement with
CGX is an important step forward and the Joint
Venture remains firmly on-track to spud its first

offshore Guyana well as planned in the second half
of this year.”
Executive Co-Chairman of CGX, Professor
Suresh Narine, in his remarks said, “These are exciting times for CGX, the Joint Venture and our
stakeholders as we get closer to spudding Kawa-1.”
He said, “we have exciting exploration plans
for the Kawa-1 and Makarapan-1 wells on the
Corentyne and Demerara Blocks and, as importantly, we are developing the infrastructure necessary to support and enhance broader energy and
trade industry activity through the Berbice Deepwater Port Project.”
According to Professor Narine, the companies
are looking forward to executing on their programs
and creating value and opportunity for stakeholders.
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ExxonMobil announces 19th
oil discovery at Uaru-2
ExxonMobil said on Tuesday it
made an oil discovery at the Uaru-2 well
in the Stabroek Block offshore Guyana.
Uaru-2 will add to the previously announced gross discovered recoverable
resource estimate for the block, which is
currently estimated to be approximately
9 billion oil-equivalent barrels.
Drilling at Uaru-2 encountered approximately 120 feet (36.7 meters) of
high quality oil bearing reservoirs including newly identified intervals below
the original Uaru-1 discovery. The well
was drilled in 5,659 feet (1,725 meters)
of water and is located approximately
6.8 miles (11 kilometers) south of the
Uaru-1 well.
“The Uaru-2 discovery enhances
our work to optimally sequence development opportunities in the Stabroek
Block,” said Mike Cousins, senior vice
president of exploration and new ventures at ExxonMobil. “Progressing our
industry-leading investments and wellexecuted exploration plans are vital in
order to continue to develop Guyana’s
offshore resources that unlock additional
value for the people of Guyana and all
stakeholders.”
In January 2020, ExxonMobil announced that Uaru-1 was the 16th discovery in the Stabroek Block. The well
encountered approximately 94 feet (29
meters) of high-quality oil-bearing sandstone reservoir and was drilled in 6,342
feet (1,933 meters) of water.

Minister of Natural resources Vickram Bharrat

In March 2021, ExxonMobil secured a sixth drillship, the Noble Sam
Croft, for exploration and evaluation
drilling activities offshore Guyana. A
fourth project, Yellowtail, has been identified within the block with anticipated
start up in late 2025 pending government
approvals and project sanctioning. This
project will develop the Yellowtail and
Redtail fields, which are located about
19 miles (30 kilometers) southeast of the
Liza developments.
ExxonMobil anticipates at least six
projects online by 2027 and sees potential for up to 10 FPSOs to develop its
current recoverable resource balance.
The start-up of Liza Phase 2 remains on target for 2022, as the Liza
Unity FPSO prepares for sail away from

Singapore to Guyana later this year. The
Unity FPSO has a production capacity of
220,000 barrels of oil per day at peak
rates. The hull for the Prosperity FPSO
vessel, the third project at the Payara
Field, is complete, and topsides construction activities have commenced in
Singapore with a startup target of 2024.
These new projects continue to
drive investment in the Guyanese economy. More than 2,300 Guyanese are
now supporting project activities on and
offshore, which reflects a more than 20
percent increase since the end of 2019.
ExxonMobil and its key contractors have
spent approximately US$388 million
with more than 800 local companies
since 2015.
The Stabroek Block is 6.6 million

acres (26,800 square kilometers).
ExxonMobil affiliate Esso Exploration
and Production Guyana Limited is operator and holds 45 percent interest in the
Stabroek Block. Hess Guyana Exploration Ltd. holds 30 percent interest and
CNOOC Petroleum Guyana Limited, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of CNOOC
Limited, holds 25 percent interest.
Minister of Natural resources Vickram Bharrat welcomed the discovery,
saying, “The Uaru-2 discovery will add
to the previously announced gross discovered recoverable resource estimate
for the block, which is currently estimated to be over 9 billion oil-equivalent
barrels. Drilling at Uaru-2 encountered
high-quality oil-bearing reservoirs including newly identified intervals below
the original Uaru-1 discovery.
“This new development in Guyana
increases the potential to as many as 10
floating production storage and offloading vessels (FPSO) with an increase of
the estimated recoverable resource given
by operator, Esso Exploration and Production Guyana Limited (EEPGL).
“As such the Government of
Guyana welcomes the Uaru-2 discovery
and remains committed to the sustainable development of Guyana’s Oil and
Gas Resources to ensure that the benefit
from this sector transforms all traditional
productive sectors to enhance the lives
of all Guyanese.

Omai to start production as early as next year
Despite only recently returning to
Guyana, Omai Gold Mines Limited
(OMGL) can see itself kick starting production at its Wenot Pit operations in Region Seven (Cuyuni-Mazaruni) as early
as next year. This was revealed by the
Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram
Bharrat who spoke with Kaieteur News
over the weekend. However, he stated
that it is highly dependent on how things
go with the company.
As previously reported by this publication, the company had operated from
1992 up until 2005, when it closed up
shop. When it departed, its holdings
passed from the Canadian company,
Cambior Resources, to its parent company, IAMGOLD, and then made its
way into the hands of Mahdia Gold Corporation. However, a new company,
Avalon Private Investment Holdings,
whose Guyanese subsidiary is Avalon
Gold Exploration has been named as the
contractor for the operations in Region
Seven, and Omai has also boasted of its
good prospects, which includes highgrade gold finds since returning.
Just last week the company an-

An Omai pit in Potaro, Region Seven

nounced that there is high mineralization
continuing below the Wenot pit, at least
100 metres down. It also announced a

high-grade gold find at two holes,
“21ODD-001” and “21ODD-002”.
Before that announcement, on De-

cember 16, 2020, the company had announced a massive high-grade gold discovery originating from unassayed core
from a 2012 drilling programme. A hole,
’12WED11′ that was drilled indicated
highest assay values of 29.19 g/t Au and
another hole ’12WED13′ 4.5 meters of
2.93 g/t Au were found.
According to Minister Bharrat,
even though there is a possibility that
production can start as early as next year,
it will be until year-end.
Nevertheless, as the company gears
up to once again capitalize on its Wenot
Pit operations, the question regarding
what benefits Guyana will reap remains
unanswered, since the contract it signed
with the government upon returning is
yet to be revealed. With that in mind, it
must be noted that over its years’ operating in Guyana, Omai has managed to
cart off around 3.7 million ounces of
gold with Guyana only raking in a mere
five percent in royalties.
Also, the company benefitted from
lucrative tax, fuel and vehicular concessions worth millions of Guyanese dollars.
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team

Shah Rukh Khan releases
Hollywood,
Bollywood
‘Laphao’ anthem
for rally
KKR
to help during Covid crisis
Amitabh Bachchan: raised money for hospitals and adopted 2 kids

After the famous “Korbo Lorbo Jeetbo
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, IPL 2020 is being conducted in UAE
Re,” Shah Rukh Khan’s IPL team Kolkata
Knight Riders (KKR) has a new fan anthem
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
update
fans and
inform
that they
After
long list ofThis
Hollywood
stars
Rukh
Khan,with
however,
is in
UAE them
supporting
titleda “Laphao.”
is the first
timeand
thatonfans citing
collected
Rs
5
crore
through
their
recent
donation
screen are
superheroes
joining
hands
to
contribute
to
getting to see SRK appear on-screen after his team Kolkata Knight Riders.
drive.
"A
big
thank
you
to
all
the
people
varioushiscovid-19
relief
efforts
in
India,
'Justice
2018 film Zero.
Shah Rukh Khan said in a statement, “Iwho
reach
this milestone,"
Anushka
League' director
Zack Snyder
stepped
in to do his
haveus
been
attending
the matches,
and I said
trulyin a
Composed
and written
by Badshah,
the helped
post. of our toofani fans. Since we
part. The
steppedsome
up great
to back
Huma social
musicdirector
video features
moments
missmedia
the energy
Meanwhile,
Bollywood
megastar,
Amitabh
Qureshi's
initiative
building
a temporary
have
to show our
love to each
other thoda
from
the IPL towards
tournament,
the fan
reactions
Bachchan
shelled
out
2
crore
for
the
cause,
adhospitaland
facility
in
the
national
capital
that
will
have
of course, Shah Rukh.
door se this year, we created a fan antheminthat
to writing
off farmers'
loans
donating
hos100 beds along
anvideo
oxygen
plant.
supThe with
music
sends
the"Please
message
that dition
captures
the emotions
of all
ourtofans
aptly and
pital
equipment
in
rural
areas,
privately
arranging
port #BreathofLife,"
Snyder
wrote
in
the
tweet
this year, KKR requests all their fans to show was even launched by them today. It was
ventilators
and oxygen
Heand
also
while encouraging
otherteam
starswith
andsocial
fans todistancing
help in forgreat
fun to interact
with thecylinders.
team today,
the love for their
adopted
2
kids
who
recently
lost
both
parents
any way
they
can.
in mind.
we hope to keep making our fans proud.” due
Talking about fundraisers, Anushka Sharma to covid-19 and will be covering all their needs inand hubby Virat Kohli were happy to share an ex- cluding education, stay, higher education and more.
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19) Today
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especially
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all of us.)
You
are life
a freebe more
interesting
andyou
stimulating.Meanwhile,
dom
-loving
sign, and
need space to move!relations
Define with
your
partners
and
close
friends
are
solid.
boundaries but be polite.
Taurus (April
(April20-May
20-May20)
20)Today
This you’re
is a good
day
deal
Taurus
eager
fortosomewith financial
to You
the wealth
others
shared
thing
fresh andissues
new torelated
happen.
want toofmeet
new– people,
property,
inheritances,
taxes,
and insurance
issues.
see
new places,
hear new
ideasdebt
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for
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is
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friends are back in your world again.
yourself enough time so that you have wiggle room to cope
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dle. But then “Nobody expects the Spanish Inquisition!”
person might help you sort out or better define some future
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goals that you have in mind.
todayPisces
because
this19-March
is an accident-prone
daydetails
for your
kids.
No
(Feb.
20) Personal
about
your
matter
what
their
age,
know
where
they
are
at
all
times.
Meanprivate life seem to be public today. People are talking about
while,
occasions
might
havepersonal
last-minute
you or social
something
related
to your
life. changes.
Be awareYou
of
might
receive
a
fun
invitation
out
of
the
blue.
Yay!
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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Man surrenders to police after
fatally stabbing brother
A 32-year-old labourer was fatally
stabbed and his brother injured during a
drunken brawl at their mother’s Fairfield, Essequibo Coast home, on Sunday
night.
Dead is Ganga Persaud called
“Toney” of Fairfield. His brother,
Muneshwar Persaud, a fisherman of
Wakenaam Island received injures to the
head during the incident. The suspect
who is their brother, is in police custody.
The police in a statement issued on
Monday said that investigations revealed
that around 15:00hrs, the suspect, the deceased, and Muneshwar were imbibing
when there was an argument between the
suspect and Ganga.
“The suspect dealt the victim a lash
to his head with a rum bottle. The third
relative pushed the suspect away. Both
the suspect and victim exited the house
via the back and front doors respectively,” the statement said.
It added that Muneshwar later noticed the suspect standing at the side of
the house shouting, “He dead! He dead!”
According to the police, Muneshwar further claimed that about 10 feet away
from the suspect, he saw the deceased in
a pool of blood bleeding from a wound
to his left side under the arm.
He and a neighbour rushed Persaud
to the Suddie Hospital where he was examined by a doctor on duty who pronounced him dead. The suspect made

good his escape, but was brought to the
police by his mother early Monday
morning. He was promptly arrested and
is assisting the police with their investigation.
The police statement differed from
the accounts of relatives and made no
mention of Muneshwar being injured.
Relatives told the Guyana Chronicle that
Muneshwar, Ganga and the 22-year-old
suspect who is their brother were drinking at their mother’s house round
22:00hrs when Muneshwar and his wife
had a misunderstanding.
They claimed that Ganga armed
himself with a rum bottle and dealt
Muneshwar a lash to the head. The suspect who was armed with a knife then
stabbed Ganga in the chest.
Muneshwar related that after his
wounded brother dropped to the ground,
he took two deep breaths and died. “He
dropped to the ground and then dead. He
just died,” the teary-eyed man said.
The suspect fled to the backlands
but later returned home, relatives said,
adding that his mother immediately took
him to the Suddie Police Station.
The men’s mother, Margret Gouvia,
told this publication that at the time of
the incident she was resting in bed as she
was feeling unwell. She said her pressure was high and the brothers were
drinking outside.
She related that her husband died

The house where the stabbing incident took place

17 years ago and the suspect and Ganga
were living with her. Ganga spent most
of his time working in the interior, while
the suspect was the sole breadwinner for
the household.
“He came this morning home, he
was crying and said he was sorry and
said his brother was going to stab him. I
told him to stop crying and let me take
you to the police,” she said sadly, before
expressing disbelief that he could wilfully stab his brother.
Meanwhile, the men’s sister Lisa
Prashad spoke with this publication. She
was not around at the time of the inci-

dent but said the suspect is the one
brother who would usually take care of
her 58-year-old mother.
She said she is very shocked over
the entire incident, adding that the deceased who was the second of five children for his parents, was a very caring
person.
“Is five ah we and he was the second one. I have four brothers now he is
dead. I don’t know what to say, the situation is sad and my mother is sickly,” she
said. Police visited the scene and cordoned off the area to prevent persons
from entering the house.
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Over 150 U.S. companies
‘eyeing’ Guyana’s ‘agri’ sector
GUYANA’S ideal tropical climate,
and vast expanse of freshwater as well
as tracts of productive land, all buttressed by plans for infrastructure development and a burgeoning petroleum
sector, create the right conditions for further advancement, particularly in agriculture, a sector which has attracted the
attention of over 150 U.S. companies.
Those companies which are interested in doing business in Guyana, learnt
about the country’s potential and available opportunities during an ‘agribusiness’ webinar hosted by the U.S.
Department of Commerce’s International Trade Administration, and the
U.S. Embassy here in Guyana on Monday.
Interested investors heard directly
from President Dr. Irfaan Ali, who, in his
address during the forum, spoke extensively about the Government’s plans to
facilitate growth and development in the
agriculture sector.
“I welcome you to a country that is
open to doing business; that is ready to
facilitate growth and development, and
that is ready to help private investment
to ensure that you have a decent return.
A country and a market that believe inherently in the participation of the private sector,” President Ali said.
In emphasising the importance of
the sector, he told the U.S. companies
that agriculture accounts for 21.7 per
cent of Guyana’s non-oil Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
In terms of agriculture trade, the
country’s export earnings are about
US$370 million, which primarily comes
from rice, fish, sugar, and some amount
of non-traditional produce. The sector,
he said, also accounts for 12.1 per cent
of local employment.
Although employment in the sector
is highest in the rural areas, a lot of investments have been made in research,
technological advancement and skills
development, which have produced a
very competent skill base in terms of
available human assets.
He divulged, too, that about five per
cent of the country’s national budget has
been allocated to agriculture.
While contributing significantly to
the local economy, President Ali said
there is more that could be achieved
through the sector at reference, especially considering Guyana’s potential to
produce a large portion of the food requirement for CARICOM, as well as its
proximity to one of the most dynamic
and robust agricultural sectors by diversification in the world, Brazil, and the
under-investment in the sector.

Guyana President Irfaan Ali

The Head of State was quick to distinguish between under investment and
underdevelopment.
“Why I would not say underdevelopment is because you have a government that is ready to put in the necessary
infrastructure investment to facilitate the
private investment in the sector to realise
the potential we’ll talk about,” President
Ali related.
In speaking about the potential for
advancement in the sector, the president
said: “So those who have experience in
agriculture would know when you hear
vast tracts of productive land and freshwater coming together, you get excited,
because the natural environment with the
tropical climate allows for the development of the sector.”
As further encouragement, he also
informed the prospective investors that
the country only produces 59 per cent of
its internal demand.
“This is some of what Guyana offers: 215,000 square kilometres of coastline, an ideal location to access global
markets, attractive fiscal incentives for
investment, a private sector-friendly
government, and, of course, a country
with diverse people,” President Ali said.
Specific to opportunities in the sector, he related that companies could invest in rice, sugar, corn, soya, coconut,
spices, fruits and vegetables, agro-processing, agrochemical, the livestock sector (poultry, beef, dairy, sheep, and goat)
and fisheries-agriculture and shrimp.
In pointing to Guyana’s productive
capacity within CARICOM, the Head of
State said that the potential is about

US$25 million in poultry alone, 90 per
cent of which is imported.
“Guyana has the potential of satisfying all of CARICOM’s food requirement for poultry products, eggs, beef,
aquaculture. We have the land; we have
the freshwater, but what we don’t have
is the investment. What we don’t have
are the large-scale mega-farms that
would allow us to produce; that would
allow us to facilitate the type of growth
that will help us to enter this natural market in CARICOM,” President Ali said.
While the potential is there, there is
a need for mega investments in the agriculture sector to bolster Guyana’s ability
to satisfy the regional market.
“What we need, as I said, are the investors who are ready to make the investments
into
large-scale
mega-facilities that will support the
growth and development of these different sub-sectors. In terms of land availability, in every one of these areas, we
have lands that are available.
“We have freshwater; and we have
the critical infrastructure link that will
allow you to move your produce from
the field to the market, or to the export
facility as it is now,” President Ali said.
On the subject of aquaculture, the
president said that the government will
be developing this sector in the shortterm to service potential markets, including those of CARICOM, the U.S.,
Mexico, and the European Union (EU).
“The USA, for example, imported
over 550,000 tonnes of frozen shrimp
and prawns valued at US$4.8 billion. So
here is an opportunity for us to work to-

gether with the local private sector and
the U.S. investors to meet the demand in
the United States. And what do we have
for the aquaculture industry? We have
the brackish water; we have freshwater
and salted water, all of which are distinct
and comparative advantages in the aquaculture industry,” President Ali related.
“Again, like the other sectors, Government provides a comprehensive list
of tax breaks, fiscal incentives, drainage
and irrigation support, infrastructure
support; these are things that Government assists with,” the President said, as
further encouragement to the potential
investors.
President Ali also spoke about investment opportunities in the traditional
sectors, including rice, sugar and coconut, while pointing to the tremendous
opportunities in corn and soya production.
“I want to say to you that Guyana
has also taken back the lead role in agriculture for the region; that is the CARICOM region. And for the purposes of
moving forward, we welcome you and
your investment to a safe investment
destination,” the President said.
Following his presentation, President Ali personally took questions from
potential investors on several key areas
of his presentation, including access to
freshwater resources, electricity cost reduction, the use of agro-technology, and
access to electricity for the agriculture
sector.
“Historically, this has been one of
the most inhibiting factors for us to develop our country; the cost of electricity.
Right now, all of our electricity is supplied through heavy fuel oil (HFO). That
will change tremendously over the
medium to long-term,” President Ali
said.
“We are now developing an energy
mix that will include natural gas, solar,
wind, and the plan is to have an energy
strategy that would create a new energy
corridor between Guyana, Brazil and
Suriname. So, you will see the cost of
energy reducing, because of the investment we will be making,” the President
said, adding: “This is priority for my
Government, agriculture and food production is priority; once there’s an interest.”
President Ali was joined by Foreign
Secretary Robert Persaud and representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture
at State House, while Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha and United
States Ambassador to Guyana, SarahAnn Lynch joined the session virtually.
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Five jailed for breaching Covid rules
Five men from Sangre Grande have
become the first Trinidadians to be jailed
for breaching Public Health Regulations
for the COVID-19 pandemic.
The men, who were among a group
of nine people who were charged with
gathering in a group of more than five in
breach of the regulations, were sentenced to between seven and 14 days in
jail, on Monday afternoon.

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

Jerrod Thomas, Michael Monroe,
Derrick Andrews, Kevon Bengochea,
and Nikel Williams received the sentences after pleading guilty to the offence during a virtual hearing before
Magistrate Sarah Da Silva, on Monday.
Thomas, Andrews, and Bengochea
were each sentenced to 14 days in
prison, while Monroe and Andrews received seven day sentences.

The other four who were also arrested - Leon Williams, Kerion Pereira,
Kurt Richards and O’Neil Campo, attempted to plead guilty to the offence but
sought to give an explanation.
After telling the men that they
could not enter a guilty plea and then
challenge the charge through an explanation, Da Silva entered not guilty pleas
on their behalf.
She then adjourned their case to
June 7.
According to a release issued by the
T&T Police Service (TTPS) on Monday,
the group was held as police officers allegedly found them congregating outside
a parlour along Quash Trace in Sangre
Grande on Sunday morning.
They were charged under Section
3(1)(b) of the regulations, which carries

a maximum penalty of a $250,000 fine
and six months in prison.
One additional person was held in
the exercise and was ticketed for littering
and for failing to wear a mask in a public
space.
Seven public health notices were
also issued.
The members of the group were between the ages of 21 to 56-years-old.
While hundreds of persons have
been charged for breach of the regulations that have been in place since, last
year, the group was the only one to be
imprisoned as most cases are yet to come
up for hearing or ended in persons being
fined or getting not guilty verdicts.
The case was prosecuted by police
prosecutor Nicholas Ramdeen.
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Ambrose: players need to find
balance between clubs, team
SIR Curtly Ambrose said while he
fully endorses regional players plying
their trade across the world to secure
their financial futures, he believes those
players should equally make themselves
available to play for the West Indies.
There have been several instances
in the past few years where players have
declined invitations to represent the West
Indies but then jet off to destinations
across the globe to play in T20 tournaments.
The issue was brought into sharp
focus recently when several West Indies
players declined to tour Bangladesh citing the pandemic and their related safety
concerns. However, some of those players later went on to play for T20 franchises in countries that were also
experiencing spikes in the number of
Covid-19 infections.
During an interview on Talk Sports
Live with Michael Bascombe on Saturday, the West Indies bowling icon, said
the players need to do a better job of
striking a balance between playing franchise cricket and representing the West
Indies.

“The game has evolved. There is a
lot more cricket being played now and
many different T20 tournaments around
the globe and there’s lots more money as
well, so guys are going to go where the
money is and I have no issues with that,”
Ambrose said.
“A cricket career can be a very
short one, once you have injury it could
be all over for you so with guys going
around plying their trade with different
franchises making money to set themselves up financially, I have no issues
with it.
“However, I think it needs to strike
a balance somewhere because most of
these guys who are playing their trade
around the world, it’s because they
played for the West Indies team why
people saw them and gave them contracts.
So for me, you need to find a balance somewhere where you can give
back to West Indies cricket. You need to
give back to West Indies cricket at some
point as opposed to abandoning West Indies cricket.”
This is not the first time that Am-

Curtly Ambrose

brose has expressed these sentiments.
In December 2020, he publicly crit-

icised Andre Russell, who after declined
an invitation to play for the West Indies
against New Zealand but later went to
play in the Sri Lanka Premier League
T20 tournament.
Chief selector Roger Harper told
media that Russell declined the West Indies invitation citing the need to clear his
mind after being in quarantine lockdown
for both the Caribbean Premier League
(CPL) in Trinidad and Tobago where he
played for the Jamaica Tallawahs franchise and then, the Indian Premier
League (IPLl) in Abu Dhabi where he
played for the Kolkata Knight Riders.
Ambrose poured cold water on the
explanation.
“Because he wants to clear his head
for a while to get his mind together, I
have no problem with that because
cricket is a high-pressure game,” he said.
“So if you want to clear your head
for a while, take your mind off cricket I
have no issues with that, but if you are
going to reject playing for your nation,
your country, and then two weeks later
you’re playing for somebody else, that
to me is a no-no.”

Carifta Games 2021 cancelled due to Covid19
THE 2021 edition of the Carifta
Track and Field Championships, scheduled for Bermuda, has been cancelled.
This is the second straight year that
the premier regional junior track and
field meet has been scrapped. Bermuda
was due to stage the 2020 Carifta
Games, but it was delayed by a year due
to the covid19 pandemic.
According to a media release from
NACAC (North American, Central
American and Caribbean Athletics Association), the decision to cancel the 2021
Carifta Games was “based on the
covid19 regulations outlined by
Bermuda.”
The Bermuda Government “has
maintained that the 14-day quarantine
for unvaccinated visitors is non-nego-

tiable, making it highly impractical for
there to be an Under-17 category as is
the norm, and for NACAC to stage the
region’s premier junior track and field
meet.”
The meet is usually held during the
Easter weekend, but this year’s edition
was initially postponed to July 2-4 and
then to August 13-15. “Now, Carifta
2021 has been struck from the NACAC
calendar,” the media release said.
“To the region’s young athletes,
keep training,” the NACAC release
added. “For those who are eligible for
the July 9-11 NACAC Under-18 and
Under-21 Championships in San Jose,
Costa Rica, we encourage you to maintain focus on this competition.”

Savion Joseph in the boys Under-20 long jump during the Carifta trials,
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