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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

Carlos St John Phillips, a.k.a. SAINt JHN: won two Grammys

MEETING THE PM: Equality Publisher Bhaskar Sharma, who is currently on business in Guyana, met with the country’s Prime Minister,
Brigadier Mark Phillips, earlier this week. The PM noted that the
Guyanese Diaspora in Canada and the USA which comprised Equality’s audience was of great interest to his administration, and promised that they will reach out via the paper to invite interested
Guyanese to return home to be part of the country’s massive growth.

Guyanese rapper wins two
awards at annual Grammys
GUYANESE-born singer, rapper,
Carlos St. John Phillips, better known by
his stage name, SAINt JHN, copped not
one, but two wins at the 63rd Annual
Grammy Awards held Sunday night. The
artiste’s popular hit song “Roses – Imanbek Remix” claimed the award for Best
Remixed Recording, while his “Brown
Skin Girl” collaboration with Beyoncé,
Wizkid and Blue Ivy Carter from The Lion
King: The Gift Album secured Best Music
Video landing him the two wins.
Phillips, who reacted on twitter said,

REACH THE RICHEST GUYANESE
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Advertise in Equality
EqualityGroup@rogers.com
or call Marie at 416 282 3802
In Guyana call Guyenterprize at
226 9874
Present this ad 30% off our local
GUYANESE rates

The NEW breed of WORLD CLASS
harmoniums "BHASKAR"
Check it out. Call Adam 416 289 1722
or Bhaskar 647 216 2359

“Two songs I wrote won Grammys today
in real life,” he wrote to his 80,000 followers. “Imagine not believing in me a year
ago.”
The 3x-platinum, “Roses – Imanbek
Remix,” peaked at No. 4 on the Billboard
Hot 100 chart in 2020 and soared to No. 1
in countries such as the UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. The song also has
over a billion Spotify streams, with its
music video boasting 145 million views
on YouTube.
The 33-year-old artist said that
Guyana helped him get to where he is.
“This is part of my story. If I was a kid,
and I was 12 years old, I wouldn’t have
known that it was possible. But I promise
you, the next 12-year-old kid, now they
know it is possible. Now they know they
have a personal example of how it could
happen,” the artist said during an interview.
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Rental residential building
deemed unsafe, tenants vacated
By Niraj Sharma
Tenants of a residential building on
Bloor Street West in Toronto were given
just 24 hours notice to vacate their units
after a high level of carbon monoxide
was detected.
The move by City officials came as
a surprise to the property manager after
residents of 1407-1409 Bloor Street
West were left scrambling to find a
home.
Earlier last week, emergency crews
were called twice to the building due to
the detection of high levels of carbon
monoxide. Subsequently, the city found
that the four units located on the second
floor of the property managed by Brad
J. Lamb Realty were built without a permit.
“Much to our surprise, the City of
Toronto issued a notice to vacate the
premises by Friday, March 12 at 12 midnight, giving our tenants less than 30
hours to leave their units,” property
manager Brad J. Lamb told CTV News
Toronto in an e-mailed statement.
On Monday morning, former tenant Gina Shkeda was moving out the
last of her things while she still had access.
“It’s just been so last minute because they didn’t even give us a week or
anything to move our stuff. 24-hours is
very short,” she said.
The Vancouver-native hired
movers to help haul her stuff into a new
apartment. She signed a new lease
within hours of being evicted.
Tenants say the only carbon
monoxide detector that went off that
night was the one neighbours Miles
Gertler and his partner installed — not
the ones provided by the landlord.

“Once I realized what the actual
problem was…it was terrifying,”
Shkeda said.
The City of Toronto found more
problems. The apartments are above an
auto repair shop, which is not allowed.
There aren’t enough fire exits and the
building was constructed without a permit, meaning they were never allowed
to be rented for residential use in the
first place.
Tenants have been advocating for
relocation costs to be reimbursed.
“On Friday morning, we issued a
rebate of all prepaid rent and balances
of March rent to the tenants. The balances varied from $2,140 (for a tenant
previously scheduled to move out) to
$8,278. This allowed the tenants to have
access to funds immediately,” Lamb
said.
“Today, we notified the tenants of
our intention to reimburse any and all
reasonable expenses related to this terrible situation,” the e-mail said.
The City of Toronto told CTV
News Toronto that it sympathizes with
the tenants and is working with them to
find accommodations.
“The city understands how challenging it can be for tenants to be asked
to leave their homes in such a short period of time and truly sympathizes with
these tenants. However, given the serious life safety issues at this location, it
was imperative that the residents not remain there,” said Will Johnston, a chief
building official and executive director
with the City of Toronto.
"The city is also undertaking a
number of steps to support tenants facing eviction and more importantly to
help stop evictions, as much as possible,
in the first place. C-O detectors are

Tenants were given 24 hours to find a new place to live

mandatory if your home has fuel-powered appliances."
Toronto Fire Services' Marla
Friebe said the law requires people to
have a carbon monoxide detector in
their homes and in their sleeping quarters.
"If your bedrooms are all upstairs,
install that alarm on the second floor,”
said Friebe, the acting division chief of
public education and professional standards.

Friebe recommends having an exit
plan in place in case your device is triggered.
Meanwhile, Shkeda said she has
scrambled to sign a new lease.
“I’m just ready to not be here anymore, to be in a new spot and not think
about,” she said.
The other tenants said they too are
still looking for permanent accommodations.

Mechanic, wife win $70M Lotto jackpot
A 60-year-old retired mechanic from northern Ontario checked his lottery ticket nearly a dozen times before he started to believe he won the $70-million
jackpot prize from a Feb. 26 Lotto Max draw.
The morning after Marc Meilleur drew the winning ticket, he checked his OLG Lottery app when he
saw the grand prize of “$70-million” displayed on the
screen.
Still not convinced he had won the jackpot,
Meilleur went to get his wife Dorothy-Ann to tell her
he thought he had the winning ticket.
“My wife thought I was joking,” he said in a statement. “I scanned the ticket again to show her the $70million win on the screen.”
Dorothy-Ann then checked the numbers herself
before the couple drove to the Mayer Services Esso on
David N. Street in Noelville, Ont., where Meilleur
bought the ticket.
The owner of the Noelville gas station, who is also
a friend of the Meilleurs, waited until all customers had
left the store before validating the ticket, prompting an
OLG representative to call the store owner and

Mark and Dorothy Ann Meilleur: millionaires

Meilleur.
“I started crying tears of joy,” Dorothy-Ann said.
The couple shared the news with their family —
the first call was to their daughter in the Sudbury area,
followed by texts to their two sons.

Meilleur and Dorothy-Ann also have seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren.
“As a parent, you want to provide the best for your
children, and now we can take care of them without
worry,” Meilleur said.
“We want them to be able to buy new homes and
vehicles, but we also have a great team of financial advisers helping all of us set up the grandchildren and
great grandchildren for future success.”
The couple also plans to buy a new truck and RV,
and to travel across Canada when it’s safe to do so.
They hope to buy a new home in the Sudbury region
and to help different charities and institutions that are
close to their hearts.
“I am not a big fan of flying across the ocean, so
I want to drive and see all of the country which I love,”
Meilleur said. “Starting on the east coast, there are so
many beautiful areas to discover all over this amazing
country.”
Meilleur and his wife have been lottery players for
years, and each buy their own tickets to make sure they
don’t miss a draw.

THURSDAY MARCH 18 2021

6

EQUALITY NEWS

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

StopRoll
the up
games,
Williams
yourAG
sleeves
The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

it’s atoscary
time,
withof
eral We
Basilknow
Williams
file two
appeals
theuncertainty
decision by Chief
Justice
Roxanne
the
of new
strains
of CovidGeorge-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

19 still spreading rapidly, leaving us to

of all Members of Parliament present re-

Legal minds everywhere have said that

bring them into disrepute.

older
population,
this
could
lead
gardless
if they aresince
present
or not.
The

This is worrisome
as developing
the government
has no ground
to stand on

vaccinations
continue,”
organizaThey may think
these arethe
strategic

justice
concluded
absolute matochief
stroke,
heart
attacksthat
andandeath.

via this
latest appeal.
All it is doing
dragherd
immunity
is dependent
on aisma-

moves,
butin
thea drama
is being seen by the
tion said
release.

ging the country through political uncer-

international community for what it is: a

jority is 33.

More than a dozen European

jority of people taking the vaccine. If a
tainty at a time when clear leadership is

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

wonder
if we’re
going to isbeat
this
government
was ever
constitutional,
grasping

countries
have
suspended
use of legal.
the
stitutionally
allowed,
and therefore

significant
portion
of anyforward
country’s
needed to move
the nation
in terms

at straws.
virus.

This means
the amid
Granger
government
vaccine
thisthat
week
concerns.

of dealing with
its own
fledgling
oil econpopulation
refuse
to take
the vaccine,

that iscommunity
being largely
distributed viaasa
global
has communicated
much
the Guyana government.
WHOtoprogramme
to poorer nations

cember’s No-confidence vote against the

“The
Honourable
RoxJust as
we cameChief
out ofJustice
the lock

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

mustThe
abidenews
by the
constitution,
which
just
adds to the
fearsays
sur-

This particular vaccine is the one

omy, aswill
wellremain
as the international
Covid
a threat. crisis in

To add
to world.
the woes,
thenewer
Guyana
Elecaround
the
The
Johnson

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdidown zones in the Greater Toronto
rected herself in law when she ruled that

they must step down and call elections
rounding about taking any Covid-19
within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

Venezuela, right next door.
This is why today we are siding
Security issues at home are also para-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric
& Johnson (J&J) vaccine will now be
chairman who has been in ill health, is now

Area
comesofnews
that the new
the motion
no-confidence
uponstrains
a divi-

vaccines
at which
all. Many
people are21,wary
dence vote,
was December
2018.

with
the
World
Organization
mount,
with
crimeHealth
seeming
to be on an

addedthat
to those
shipments.
saying
the agency
will not be prepared

ever-increasing
trajectory that
includes
the
(WHO)
in encouraging
all our
readers

to holdThis
elections
July – four
months
mightuntil
encourage
some
peoafter it is constitutionally due.

sion
vote ofa33:32
of the National of the
It isshots
reasonable
to expect
that the
are
causing
rapidmembers
rise in infection
since they
believe
they
Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

Granger administration, which is sworn to

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

numbers, which may threaten our lives

were developed too quickly, and thus

to take whatever shot is available as

and
once again.
the freedom
National Assembly,
pursuant to article

may
we the
stillvote
don’t
now have
that itsside
bid effects
to overturn
has

protection
19. almost
The WHO
and murdersagainst
that are Covid
happening

been found
know
about.lacking.

everydeemed
day. the AstraZeneca vaccine as we
have
to openly
wonder
whether
this,
has
echo
Prime
Minister
Justin
Trudeau’s

site majority of all the elected members of
106 Added
(6) of the
the Attorney
toconstitution,”
that is the latest
news

General contends in his appeal.
that
one of the vaccines being offered
In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal
In the US alone, some 33 percent
administration.

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

AG Williams and President Granger
safe,
saying it has had adverse effects
might also be accused of trying to buy time

as protection against the virus -- the

of men -- who identified as Republi-

only in 30 of the some 5 million people

AstraZeneca
shot one
-- might
havethe
un-other
side must acquire
more than

cans
poll
have said
theytowill
reseemsintoa us
just--another
attempt
forestall

who
it. they may face at the
creditreceived
any opposition

side. Anside
absolute
majority, she said, as
wanted
effects.

the inevitable
in a desperate
bid to ahold
on
fuse
any vaccine.
This is likely
result

polls,We’re
including
state-controlled
sureusing
our the
readers
will agree
media as well as law enforcement tactics to

explained that in getting a majority, one

specified by the constitution, is a majority

According to reports, some people

The move by Williams, therefore,

to power.

of the Trump effect, since many of the

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

that this means the risk is very low.

ple to seek the J&J shot as opposed to
Since the chairman of the agency was

the AstraZeneca
one, butadministration,
we would
handpicked
by the Granger
too, is another delaying tactic by the govcaution to “take the first shot you’re ofernment.

fered.”

It’s time to stop the games and call the

Thenow.
protection of any shot against
elections
democracy,
hardthan
fought
for, at
is
theGuyana’s
deadly Covid
is better
none
at stake.
all.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

who have taken that particular vaccine

former US President’s supporters still

have experienced blood clots, a fright-

believe his claim that the virus was a

the benefits of the AstraZeneca vaccine

your shots. For the sake of all of us,

ening development especially in the

hoax perpetrated by China.

outweigh its risks and recommends that

wherever we may live.

great amount of time and effort has now been
Dear Friends,
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years devoted to my own care in one of the very
ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of
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Former President Ramotar wins
$20M libel suit against paper
High Court Judge Navindra Singh
on Friday awarded $20 million in
damages to former Guyana President
Donald Ramotar, who successfully
mounted a defamation lawsuit against
Kaieteur News, its publisher Glenn
Lall, and former Editor-in-Chief Adam
Harris. Apart from damages, Ramotar
was also awarded $2.4 million in
costs.
The lawsuit for the tort of
defamation stemmed from publications made in the Kaieteur News and
broadcasts on Kaieteur Radio during
June 2019, which suggested that the
former President corruptly signed and
granted two Petroleum Prospecting Licences to carry out prospecting operations in the Kaieteur and Canje
Blocks.
Following a trial, Justice Singh
rendered a written judgement in which
he recapped the evidence led on behalf
of Ramotar and Kaieteur News. The
Judge related that it was clear that
while he was President, Ramotar
signed the agreements granting two
Petroleum Prospecting Licences. According to Justice Singh, Ramotar in
his testimony explained the various
reasons and thought processes that
guided the signing of the agreement.
Among them included the fact
that there was a territorial dispute by
Venezuela over the area and the fact
that there was difficulty historically in
generating interest in oil companies in

the area, and the agreements were
signed following applications by those
companies being approved by the
Guyana Geology and Mines Commission.
Though the reasons for signing
the agreements granting the Petroleum
Prospecting Licences may not appear
material to the libel suit, Justice Singh
noted that the existence of such facts,
which could have been discovered by
Kaieteur News, ought to have guided
the newspaper’s publications and
broadcasts.
Kaieteur News in defence
pleaded justification and fair comment. But Justice Singh noted that
both defences were not established. In
fact, the Judge held that the newspaper
failed to lead any evidence or establish
that the signing of the agreements
granting the licences was done clandestinely by Ramotar.
The Judge held, too, that Kaieteur
News failed to prove that the entities
that received the Petroleum Prospecting Licences were connected in any
way to Ramotar, much less corrupt.
According to the High Court Judge,
the newspaper also failed to prove that
the former President benefitted financially from any sale/transfer of the licences by those entities, which
justifies such statements and inferences that were conveyed in the publications.
The Judge pointed out that a press

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

Former Guyana President Donald Ramotar

statement released by Ramotar concerning the granting of the licences
should have caused Kaieteur News to
verify the truthfulness of the publications before publishing same multiple
times.
“[Kaieteur News has] failed to
produce one iota of evidence to support the intended and conveyed message of the publications and
broadcasts, to wit, that [Ramotar]
signed the agreements to corruptly
benefit and in fact did corruptly benefit,” the Judge underscored in the 22page decision.
Justice Singh said that how Kaieteur News pleaded its defence, further cast aspersions on Ramotar’s
character, knowing very well that the
newspaper did not have evidence to
substantiate the pleadings. For instance, the Judge said that the newspapers never issued an apology or
expressed any regret over the libellous
publications.
According to Justice Singh in his
testimony, Lall attacked the former
President’s character, when he said, “I
am saying that Donald is a corrupt
man” and “I am calling for Ramotar to
be investigated for corruption and
crime against the people of Guyana.”
“The publications unmistakably
convey the impression that the oil
blocks were sold and/or disposed of
and no longer the property of Guyana
when in fact the agreements signed by
[Ramotar] only granted Petroleum
Prospecting Licences for the purpose
of carrying out prospecting operations

in what is known as the Kaieteur and
Canje Blocks, a fact that must have
been known to [Kaieteur News] or
easily discoverable by examining the
contracts.”
“The Court finds that the publications clearly attacked [Ramotar’s]
character, labelling him as a dishonest
person that engages in fraudulent or
criminal practices and further that he
engaged in such conduct when he was
the President of Guyana thereby stealing from the people [citizens] of
Guyana,” Justice Singh held.
Moreover, the Judge concluded
that the libel attacked Ramotar’s integrity and professional reputation and
him being a very public figure at the
time, serving in the highest office of
the land, indeed made the libel very
grave. “The nature of the libel was
bound to cause distress, hurt, and humiliation to [him].”
Taking this into consideration, the
Judge found that Ramotar was defamed by the publication and awarded
damages and costs against the newspapers. “On the evidence, the publications and broadcasts cannot possibly
be considered to be justified,” the
Judge further noted.
Concerning the $20 million
awarded for damages, the Court ordered that interest be paid at the rate of
six per cent per annum from June 26,
2019 – the date the claim was filed to
March 12, 2021 – the date the judgement was delivered and at four per
cent per annum thereafter until the
sum is fully paid.
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AstraZeneca benefits outweigh risks
By Marie Sharma
In spite of fears that the shots are
causing blood clots in some people, experts are insisting that the AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccine is worth the risk.
This is according to Europe's medicines watchdog who on Tuesday said
the benefits of AstraZeneca's COVID-19
vaccine continue to outweigh the risks
after several countries halted its use due
to concerns about blood clots.
The European Medicines Agency's
Executive Director Emer Cooke said it
was carrying out a case-by-case evaluation of incidents and was expected to
complete a review on Thursday.
The update from Cooke came after
a French official expressed hope that European medical experts would clear up
questions over the safety of AstraZeneca's coronavirus shot this week,
as experts warned the decision by major
European states to stop using it posed a
greater risk to public health.
In a co-ordinated step, the European Union's largest members — Germany, France and Italy — suspended the
use of AstraZeneca's vaccine on Monday
pending the outcome of an investigation
by the bloc's medicines agency into isolated cases of bleeding, blood clots and
low platelet counts.
They were joined by Sweden and
Latvia on Tuesday, bringing to more
than a dozen the number of EU countries
that have acted since reports first
emerged of thromboembolisms affecting
people after they got the AstraZeneca

has gathered that ExxonMobil was

AstraZeneca vaccine is safe for use, say experts

shot.
The World Health Organization and
European Medicines Agency have
joined AstraZeneca in saying there is no
proven link.
"The choice is a political one,"
Nicola Magrini, the director general of
Italy's medicines authority AIFA, told
daily la Repubblica in an interview.
Magrini called the AstraZeneca
vaccine
andas
said
its benefit-to-risk
as early
possible.
In that enthe road safe

ratio was "widely positive." There have
been eight deaths and four cases of serious side-effects following vaccinations
in Italy, he said.
Trudeau says AstraZeneca vaccine
is safe after some European countries
suspend its use
AstraZeneca says its vaccine review found no evidence of increased
blood clot risks
MobilFrench
is eager Health
to moveMinister
along and Olivier
from

Veran also told reporters that the risk-reward ratio for the vaccine remained positive.
"We expect some kind of verdict
from the European scientific community
by Thursday afternoon, allowing us to
resume the campaign," Veran said.
France's vaccination chief Alain Fischer
said he expected the suspension to be
temporary.
Governments say they acted out of
an abundance of caution, with German
Health Minister Jens Spahn stating on
Monday that the decision to suspend AstraZeneca was not political but based on
expert advice.
He acted after Germany's vaccine
watchdog identified an unusual number
of cases of a rare cerebral vein thrombosis. Out of 1.6 million people in Germany who had got the AstraZeneca shot,
seven fell ill and three died.
The risk of dying of COVID-19 is
still orders of magnitude greater, especially among those most vulnerable such
as the elderly, said Dirk Brockmann, an
epidemiologist at the Robert Koch Institute for Infectious Diseases.
"In the risk groups the risk of dying
of COVID is much, much higher. That
means one is probably 100,000 times
more likely to die of COVID than because of an AstraZeneca vaccine,"
Brockmann told ARD public television.
National Advisory Committee on
Immunization chair Dr. Caroline QuachThanh said Tuesday the panel is continually studying new reports and studies
on the vaccines.
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GO-Invest keen on Guyana-UK
sugar and forestry trade
Guyana Office for Investment (GOInvest) Chief Executive Officer Peter
Ramsaroop says the agency is keen to facilitate the export of sugar and forest
products to the United Kingdom to capitalise on the trade agreements already in
place.
In a recent interview with the Department of Public Information (DPI),
the CEO said revenues from these commodities would be reinvested in the
economy to support its expansion and
growth. As such GO-Invest’s export unit
is examining the possibilities closely.
“The bilateral agreements are there,
the Caricom treaties are there. We be-

lieve that export is a key component of
the development of Guyana as it brings
in foreign currency. We have to
strengthen that export arm and our office
is a part of that process, working along
with the Foreign Ministry and the Ministry of Tourism,” he said.
The Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Ministry has already
reported the high demand in the UK for
Guyana’s wood and sugar.
Director of the Ministry’s Foreign
Trade Department, Dr Dianna Glasgow
stated back in January that Guyana could
take advantage of the UK market given
the demand.

Head of GO-Invest,
Peter Ramsaroop
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During a virtual meeting with Great
Britain’s Minister of International Trade,
Ranil Jayawardena in late January, Minister Hugh Todd noted the importance of
the sugar industry here, and relayed that
investments were being made to increase
the efficiency of the sector.
Meanwhile, Ramsaroop also reported on his briefing session with UK’s
Commonwealth Caribbean Trade Envoy,
Darren Henry and some 550 UK companies last week.
During that meeting, the CEO
noted Guyana’s readiness for partnerships and investments in the agriculture,
tourism, technology and other sectors.
“They are free to come into
Guyana. We have the best investment
climate, the best trajectory with 40-plus
per cent growth for 2020, a significant
growth in 2021 and beyond, with a President that believes in democracy and
Guyana and has a plan and a vision and
an execution measurable plan that will
create results. That makes it exciting to
them,” he said.
Ramsaroop also said more investors were coming in.
“It is fine investors are willing to
come into Guyana, looking for local
partners. I think it is the most rewarding
part of my job when I see that happen
and knowing for a fact that the Government has outlined their framework and
they believe the action plan and want to
be part of the action plan,” he said. Following the UK’s referendum to exit the
European Union (EU), the UK and
CARIFORUM embarked on rolling over
the CARIFORUM-EU agreement’s
terms into the CARIFORUM-UK EPA,
signed by Guyana in March 2019 and
ratified by Ministerial Order in December 2020.
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Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Grace
Festival Mix
270 g

Lucozade
Glucose Drink

2
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Orange Juice
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Flake Light Tuna
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$
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Multi Surface Cleaner
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Green Pigeon Peas
425 ml

¢

TMPR
Hydrogen Peroxide

¢
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Milo
Malted Chocolate
Drink Mix 400 g

McVities’s
Digestive Biscuits
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Grace
Sundried Sorrel
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26 g
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e
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Corn Meal
2 kg
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69 Face Mask
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$
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473 ml
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Store
Store H
Hours
ours

Monday-Friday
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y-Friday 9 am
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Saturday
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Finch A
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v
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Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra
Cawtra R
Rd.
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Martin
M
Ma
r t in
i G
Grove
r o v e Rd.
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6HDZDOOVDQG%H\RQG« 9ROXQWHHU*URXSKHOSLQJ

WRSUHVHUYHDHVWKHWLFVRIWUHDVXUHGODQGPDUN
%\5HKDQQD5DPVD\
7KH*HRUJHWRZQVHDZDOO
LVEH\RQGTXHVWLRQRQHRIWKH
FLW\¶V PRVW WUHDVXUHG
ODQGPDUNV  7KH PDVVLYH
VODE RI FRQFUHWH ERUGHULQJ
WKH FRDVWODQGV ZKLFK KDV
EHHQ SURWHFWLQJ LWV
LQKDELWDQWVIURPWKHURDULQJ
$WODQWLF RFHDQV ZKLFK OLH
EH\RQGVLQFHWKHPLGV
LV DOVR RQH RI WKH KRWWHVW
KDQJRXW VSRWV LQ WKH FLW\
HVSHFLDOO\ RQ 6XQGD\
HYHQLQJV
+RZHYHU VRFLDO
DFWLYLWLHVKDYHUHVXOWHGLQWKH
VHULDO GXPSLQJ RI ZDVWH
DORQJ WKH SRSXODU VLWH
OHDGLQJ WR PDMRU FRQFHUQV
DERXWSROOXWLRQ
:LWKLQ WKH SDVW PRQWKV
WKH RQH VPDOO YROXQWHHU
JURXSGHGLFDWHGLWVHQHUJLHV
WRZDUGV FOHDQLQJ XS DQG
EHDXWLI\LQJWKH*HRUJHWRZQ
VHDZDOOV %XW LWV QREOH
HIIRUWV KDYH QRW JRQH
XQQRWLFHG 7KH\ PRUSKHG
LQWR D SRSXODU IHDWXUH RQ
VRFLDO PHGLD JHQHUDWLQJ
PXFK QHHGHG SXEOLF
DWWHQWLRQDQGSUDLVH
8QGHU WKH RIILFLDO SDJH
QDPH6HDZDOOVDQG%H\RQG
VHYHUDOSRVWVKDYHFLUFXODWHG
RQ)DFHERRNXUJLQJFLWL]HQV
WR GR WKHLU SDUW WR NHHS WKH
VSDFH IUHH IURP OLWWHU
JDUEDJH SLOHV DQG RWKHU
XQVLJKWO\PDWHULDOV
$FFRUGLQJ WR 'ZD\QH
+DFNHWWRQHRIWKHIRXQGLQJ
PHPEHUV RI WKH
HQYLURQPHQWDO JURXS WKH
LGHD LV WR JHW *X\DQHVH WR
EHFRPH PRUH FRQVFLRXV RI
WKH EHDXW\ RI WKH VHDZDOOV
DQGLWVSRWHQWLDODVDWRXULVW
DWWUDFWLRQ
+DFNHWW H[SODLQHG WKDW
WKH XOWLPDWH JRDO LV WR JHW
FLWL]HQV WR FKDQJH WKHLU
EHKDYLRXU DQG VKRZ PRUH
FDUHIRUWKHDHVWKHWLFVDORQJ
WKH VKRUHOLQHV RI FRDVWDO
*HRUJHWRZQ
³:H DUH QRW PHUHO\ D
YROXQWHHU FOHDQXS FUHZ EXW
DOVR D QDWXUHORYLQJ
FRPPXQLW\ WKDW VHHNV WR
GHPRQVWUDWH HGXFDWH DQG

9ROXQWHHUVRI6HDZDOOVDQG%H\RQGIROORZLQJDVDQLWDWLRQH[HUFLVH
DGYRFDWH :H KDYH EHHQ
XUJLQJ SHRSOH WKURXJK RXU
HIIRUWV WR VKRZ VRPH PRUH
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ IRU WKH
VHDZDOOV WR WDNH ZLWK WKHP
ZKDWHYHUOLWWHUWKH\EURXJKW
WR WKH VHDZDOOV ZKHQHYHU
WKH\ YLVLW DQG KHOS XV WR
SUHVHUYH DQG LPSURYH WKH
EHDXWLIXOVWUXFWXUHWKDWZHDOO
HQMR\DWVRPHSRLQWVRIRXU
OLIH´+DFNHWWVDLG
+H H[SODLQHG WKDW WKH
EHDXWLILFDWLRQ LQLWLDWLYH ZDV
ELUWKHG IURP D SODFH
SDWULRWLVPDQGJHQXLQHFDUH
IRU WKH HQYLURQPHQW
$FFRUGLQJWRKLPZKDWZDV
D VLPSOH FRQYHUVDWLRQ
EHWZHHQ YLUWXDO VWUDQJHUV
ZLWKFRPPRQHQYLURQPHQWDO
FRQYLFWLRQVODVW-XO\OHGWKH
ODXGDEOH FLWL]HQV¶ LQLWLDWLYH
QRZNQRZQDV³6HDZDOOVDQG
%H\RQG´
³,WZDVQRWVRPHWKLQJZH
SODQQHG ,W MXVW KDSSHQHG ,
ZRXOG XVXDOO\ YLVLW WKH
VHDZDOOVZLWKP\VRQLWµVD
SODFH O OLNH WR JR DQG ,
EHFDPH D PRUH IUHTXHQW
YLVLWRUGXULQJWKHORFNGRZQ
GXH WR WKH SDQGHPLF 7KH
VHDZDOO LV DOPRVW DOZD\V
OLWWHUHGZLWKJDUEDJHZKLFK
DOZD\V ERWKHUHG PH« 2QH
GD\VRPHWLPHPLGODVW\HDU
, ZDV RXW WKHUH DQG VDZ D
JHQWOHPDQFOHDQLQJWKHDUHD
E\KLPVHOIDQGZHVWDUWHGWR
WDON DERXW LW« , HYHQWXDOO\

³:HDUHQRWPHUHO\DYROXQWHHU
FOHDQXSFUHZEXWDOVRDQDWXUHORYLQJ
FRPPXQLW\WKDWVHHNVWR
GHPRQVWUDWHHGXFDWHDQG
DGYRFDWH«´±OHDGYROXQWHHU

SHU PRQWK WR PDLQWDLQ WKH
HIIRUWV
³:H KDG KHOS IURP D
QXPEHURIRUJDQL]DWLRQVDQG
LQGLYLGXDOV :H KDYH KDG
KHOS IURP WKH /LRQ¶V &OXE
WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI *X\DQD
UDQGRPLQGLYLGXDOVDQGHYHQ
MRLQHGKLPDQGWKDW¶VKRZWKH PDLQWDLQ WKH FOHDQOLQHVV RI IDPLOLHV ZRXOG OHQG D
JURXS JRW VWDUWHG´ DGGHG W K H  V H D Z D O O V  D Q G  L W V  KHOSLQJ KDQG IURP WLPH WR
+DFNHWW
VXUURXQGLQJVSDFHV
WLPH´+DFNHWWH[SODLQHG
(YHUVLQFHWKDWPHHWLQJ
+H H[SODLQHG WKDW ZKLOH
+H DGGHG WKDW WKH )LUVW
+DFNHWWVDLGWKHUHKDYHEHHQ WKH ILUVW VDQLWDWLRQ H[HUFLVH /DG\ RI *X\DQD $U\D $OL
VHYHUDORWKHUPHHWXSVZLWK E\WKHJURXSZDVPRUHRI³DQ ZDV DOVR LQVWUXPHQWDO LQ
PDQ\ OLNHPLQGHG FLWL]HQV HPHUJHQF\ LQWHUYHQWLRQ´ KHOSLQJ WR SURPRWH WKH
ZKR MXVW ZDQW WR KHOS YROXQWHHUV VWLOO PHHW RQFH LQLWLDWLYH
³7KH )LUVW /DG\ ZDV

UHDOO\ KHOSIXO LQ VSUHDGLQJ
DZDUHQHVVDERXWZKDWZHGR
7KHUHDUHDOVRWKRVHSHUVRQV
ZKR KHOSHG E\ PDNLQJ
GRQDWLRQVWKH\JLYHXVLWHPV
OLNHJORYHVDQGJDUEDJHEDJV
DQG RWKHU EDVLF FOHDQLQJ
VXSSOLHVWRKHOSXVFOHDUWKH
JDUEDJH´+DFNHWWDGGHG
'XULQJWKHLQWHUYLHZWKH
6HDZDOOV DQG %H\RQG
UHSUHVHQWDWLYH VWUHVVHG RQ
EHDXWLI\LQJWKHDHVWKHWLFVRI
WKH VHDZDOOV JLYHQ LWV
SRWHQWLDO DV D FKDUPLQJ
GHVWLQDWLRQIRUHFRWRXULVP
+H QRWHG WRR WKDW
6HDZDOOV DQG %H\RQG
XQGHUVWDQGV WKDW
HQYLURQPHQWDO FOHDQOLQHVV
DQG EHDXWLILFDWLRQ FDQ RQO\
EHDFKLHYHGDQGPDLQWDLQHG
LI DOO VWDNHKROGHUV DUH
$UWZRUNPDGHIURPUHF\FODEOHPDWHULDOLV
DFWLYHO\LQYROYHG

QRZDFRPPRQIHDWXUHDORQJWKHVHDZDOOV

$VHFWLRQRIWKHVHDZDOOVDIWHULWLVFOHDUHGRIJDUEDJH
E\WKHYROXQWHHUVRI6HDZDOOVDQG%H\RQG

³:HMXVWZDQWSHRSOHWR
XQGHUVWDQG RXU YLVLRQ DQG
FKDQJH WKHLU EHKDYLRXU
WRZDUGVOLWWHULQJVRWKDWZH
FDQUHDOL]HWKHIXOOSRWHQWLDO
RI RXU EHDXWLIXO FRXQWU\´
+DFNHWWVWUHVVHG
$V VXFK +DFNHWW VDLG
WKDWWKHJURXSLVRSHQWRWKH
LQSXW RI FLWL]HQV DV ZHOO DV
6WDWH DXWKRULWLHV DQG
DJHQFLHVWRGRWKHLUSDUW
0HDQZKLOH LQ D UHFHQW
SXEOLFDZDUHQHVVFDPSDLJQ
WKH JURXS KDV HPSKDVL]HG
WKDWGXPSLQJRIVROLGZDVWH
LQWR ZDWHUZD\V VXFK DV
GUDLQVWUHQFKHVFDQDOVDQG
ULYHUVGLUHFWO\LQWRWKHRFHDQ
LVSRVLQJDGDLO\SUREOHP
6HDZDOOV DQG %H\RQG
QRWHGWRRWKDWVXFKDFWLYLWLHV
SRVH D JUDYH GDQJHU WR DOO
PDULQH OLIH ZKLOH DGGLQJ
WKDWWKH\DUHDWKUHDWWRWKH
ILVKHULHVVHFWRULQSDUWLFXODU
2Q RQH KDQG WKH JURXS
FDOOHG IRU DOO FLWL]HQV WR EH
UHVSRQVLEOH LQ WKHLU UROH LQ
NHHSLQJ WKH HQYLURQPHQW
FOHDQ E\ WDNLQJ KRPH WKHLU
JDUEDJH DIWHU RXWLQJV
SLFQLFV SDUWLHV HWF XVLQJ
ZDVWHFROOHFWLRQUHFHSWDFOHV
ZKHUH DYDLODEOH UHGXFLQJ
WKH DPRXQW RI ZDVWH
JHQHUDWHG VWRSSLQJ WKH
GXPSLQJ DQG OLWWHULQJ RI
VROLG ZDVWH LQWR ZDWHUZD\V
DQGRQSXEOLFVSDFHVDQGE\
SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ LQGLYLGXDO
DQG FRPPXQLW\ FOHDQXS
DFWLYLWLHV
2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG
6HDZDOOV DQG EH\RQG
DSSHDOHG WR WKH &HQWUDO
*RYHUQPHQW /RFDO
*RYHUQPHQWV DQG DOO
UHOHYDQW 6WDWH$JHQFLHV  WR
ODXQFK DQG PDLQWDLQ
FRXQWU\ZLGH SXEOLF
HGXFDWLRQ DQG DZDUHQHVV
FDPSDLJQV RQ VROLG ZDVWH
PDQDJHPHQWLVVXHVWRHQVXUH
WKDW ZDVWH GLVSRVDO DQG
FROOHFWLRQ V\VWHPV DUH
DGHTXDWH DQG IXQFWLRQLQJ
HIILFLHQWO\+HDOVRFDOOHGIRU
WKHP WR DFWLYHO\ SXUVXH WKH
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI SODVWLF
UHF\FOLQJ IDFLOLWLHV LQ
*X\DQD WR EXLOG VWURQJ
UHODWLRQVKLSVZLWKWKHSULYDWH
VHFWRU ZLWK WKH DLP RI
VROYLQJ ZDVWH
PDQDJHPHQW DQG
HQYLURQPHQWDOLVVXHVDQG
WRHQIRUFHWKHDQWLOLWWHULQJ
DQG DQWLSROOXWLRQ ODZV
WKDW DUH DOUHDG\ LQ
H[LVWHQFH
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Qatar Petroleum in joint venture
in Orinduik Oil Block
The Guyana Government has
signed off on the transfer of share ownership, with regards to the ongoing
working interests (WI) in the Orinduik
Oil Block in the country’s Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ).
The development comes, as the
Joint Venture partners for the Orinduik
Block offshore Guyana have had their
Petroleum Prospecting Licences renewed.
That agreement had been initially
inked on January 14, 2016 with the
Guyana Government.
The share ownership transfers, according to Eco Atlantic, provided final
approval for the transfer of the Total Exploration and Production Guyana’s 25
percent working interest in the Orinduik
Petroleum Agreement, to a new company, jointly owned by Total (60 percent) and Qatar Petroleum (40 percent),
named TOQAP Guyana BV (TOQAP).
Accordingly, the Joint Venture partners now comprise Eco Atlantic (15 percent WI), Tullow Guyana BV (the
operator, 60 percent) and TOQAP (25
percent).
According to a public statement by
Eco Atlantic, the First Renewal Period
sees the JV Partners maintain control of
the licence through to January 13, 2023
and until the second renewal period.
Colin Kinley, Chief Operating Officer and Co-Founder of Eco Atlantic, in
his remarks providing an update said,

Qatar Petroleum headquarters in Doha

“…as a group, the JV Partners continue
with advanced reprocessing of the geophysical data, in combination with the
additional information obtained from regional drilling results, and further evaluation of the Joe and Jethro discoveries.
The partnership, he said, is focused
on its multiple light sweet oil prospects
on the Orinduik Block, and “we are
high-grading candidates for the next
drilling programme, with the Operator

expected to select targets later this year.
“
According to Kinley, “we will update the market on further drilling plans
in due course on our opportunity and
prospects in this prolific oil basin” and
added “we very much appreciate the
Government of Guyana’s continued support of our exploration and expanding
partnership on the Orinduik Block.”
Eco Atlantic holds an interest in the

1,800 square kilometer Orinduik offshore block in close proximity to the
Exxon Mobil Corporation’s recently announced “Liza” discovery holding multi
million barrels of oil.
The Orinduik Block is estimated to
hold some 5.1 billion barrels of oilequivalent, according to a recent Competent Persons Report contracted by Eco
Atlantic Oil and Gas.
The firm, Gustavson Associates
LLC, conducted the report, updating the
gross prospective resource previously
estimated in March 2019 to be four billion barrels of oil-equivalent.
Two discoveries have been made so
far in the Block, Jethro-1 and Joe-1.
The Jethro-1 well is estimated to
hold 208.3 million barrels of oil-equivalent, while the Joe-1 well is estimated to
have 104.4 million oil-equivalent barrels.
These have been reported as heavy
oil finds, which are more challenging to
produce.
Those two finds had formed part of
the Block’s tertiary leads, which now
amount to an estimated 1.2 billion oilequivalent barrels.
The joint venture partners have
since identified some 22 prospects on the
Orinduik Block including 11 leads in the
Upper Cretaceous horizon, with two of
the targets in that horizon identified to
have in excess of 725 million oil-equivalent barrels.
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Trinidad & Tobago suffers big
decline in tourist arrivals for 2020
ACROSS the Caribbean, the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the
travel and tourism industry has been
very apparent and Trinidad and Tobago
is no different as from January to August
2020, there was a 65.2 per cent decrease
in tourists’ arrivals, due to the closure of
the borders.
According to the latest tourism performance report, released by the
Caribbean Tourism Organsation (CTO)
yesterday, 93,147 tourists visited T&T
between January to August as compared
to the same in 2019, which saw 388,576
stop-over tourists from January to December.
Some 45,580 visitors arrived in
T&T on cruise ships last year compared
to 91,423 visitors in 2019.
Arrivals from the United States for
the period January to August amounted
to 43,111, which represents a 65.2 per
cent decrease.
While arrivals from Canada stood
at 14,417, representing a 67.6 per cent
decline.
Tourists from other markets stood
at 20,728, a decline of 71.5 per cent.
The report further stated that tourist
arrivals in the Caribbean fell by 65.5 per
cent in 2020.
The CTO said the impact of the
pandemic on the travel and tourism industry was particularly evident during
the period of April to mid-June, when
there was literally no activity in some
destinations.
“This was characterised by empty

Cruise ship passengers in Port of Spain in 2020

hotels and restaurants, deserted attractions, shut borders, laid-off workers,
grounded airlines and crippled cruise
lines. While we saw some fluctuations in
the levels of visitors for the remaining
months of 2020, the influx of visitors has
not reached levels even closely comparable to those being experienced prior to
March 2020,” it said.
“In fact, some destinations remain
closed to visitors, with limited airlift primarily for repatriation of locals and
cargo.”
The CTO noted that with government restrictions both in the Caribbean

and globally reducing and, in many
cases, preventing travel for large periods
of time, tourist arrivals to the region in
2020 fell to just over 11 million, a decline of 65.5 per cent when compared to
the record 32 million tourist visits in
2019.
The CTO report indicated that a period of virtually no tourism began in
mid-March, and the second quarter was
the worst-performing with arrivals down
by 97.3 per cent.
Tourists began visiting again in
June as the sector began to reopen.
“The fall-off in stayover arrivals

continued through to September—when
a gradual reversal began—and continued
right up to December. Destination initiatives such as the long-stay work programmes, other promotional activities
and efforts of regional organisations
such as the CTO, the Caribbean Hotel
and Tourism Association and the
Caribbean Public Health Agency, contributed to the gradual rise in arrivals,”
the report said.
Like stayover arrivals, cruise was
buoyed by the performance in the first
three months of 2020, particularly the
month of February, when there was a 4.2
per cent rise in visits.
However, a 20.1 per cent fall in the
first quarter was followed by no activity
for the remainder of the year as ships remained non-operational.
The overall result was a 72 per cent
slide to 8.5 million cruise visits, when
compared to the 30 million visits in
2019.
The limited travel beyond the first
three months of the year, resulted in difficulties in compiling visitor expenditure
numbers in 2020.
In its forecast, the CTO noted that
the Caribbean’s performance in 2021
will depend largely on the success of the
authorities in the marketplace and the region in combatting, containing and controlling the virus.
“Already, there are some encouraging signs like the vaccine roll-out taking
place in North America, Europe and the
Caribbean,” it said.

Yachties waiting on gov’t exemptions
With no confirmation from the Ministry of National Security, the Yacht Services Association of
Trinidad and Tobago (YSATT) continues to wait to
find out whether foreign yachts will be given exemptions to enter T&T waters.
Speaking at Monday’s Ministry of Health virtual news conference, Health Minister Terrence
Deyalsingh, in response to a question posed by the
Express on whether exemptions are being considered for the yachties, said he could not state when
this will be possible but outlined that the decision
will be jointly made between National Security and
the Health Ministry.
“All rollbacks are also decided by the Prime
Minister who then makes an announcement to the
public. I do not make policies, just because a question is posed to me on air. I understand and empathise with the few sectors that are still closed due
to the pandemic but the issue of variants around the
world has thrown a spanner in the works,” he said.
Deyalsingh stressed not because the country is
now recording 3, 4, 5, 6 daily Covid-19 positive
cases means the Government can now lose all the
gains that it has achieved thus far.

Ice, one of the Super Yachts that called on Trinidad in 2020

“I empathised with everyone who still cannot
open as they would like, but we have to protect the
gains the country has made. I myself spoke to a senior official at YSATT, but at this point in time I cannot make a decision on air,” Deyalsingh lamented.
Last month, National Security Minister Stuart
Young said at a news conference that he has heard
the plight and the situation is being looked at as this
country’s borders remain closed.
“What YSATT is requesting is for the exemptions of foreigners to come in so the whole logistics
of quarantining has to be looked at in the coming

weeks on whether the request can be accommodated. I will also meet with them in the coming
weeks, but I cannot give a commitment that the exemptions will be granted,” Young said.
In response to the Health Minister’s statement,
YSATT said it found the comparisons made to be
confusing as other industries have already been
given exemptions for foreign nationals to enter.
YSATT has been pleading with the Government to give it some idea as to what they intend to
do with the industry and this comment made by
Deyalsingh brings about further uncertainty.
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Jamaica gets 14,400 Covax doses
Jamaica yesterday received 14,400
doses of COVID-19 vaccines through
the COVAX Facility, a global effort between the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), Gavi, the
Vaccine Alliance Gavi, UNICEF, the Pan
American Health Organization (PAHO)
and the World Health Organization
(WHO).
The arrival marked a historic step

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

toward ensuring the equitable distribution of COVID-19 vaccines worldwide,
in the largest vaccine procurement and
supply operation in history. The delivery
is part of the first phase of deliveries for
Jamaica and more vaccines are expected
to arrive successively during 2021.
According to the first round of
COVAX allocations, Jamaica is expected to continue receiving doses

through May until it reaches 124,800,
the amount specified by COVAX.
PAHO’s Revolving Fund, which is
responsible for the procurement of
COVID-19 vaccines for the countries of
the Americas under the COVAX Facility,
sent
14,400
doses
of
the
AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine, manufactured by SK Bioscience of South Korea.
The vaccines arrived at Kingston’s
international airport.
“Seeing this arrival is very reassuring and it means that more people will
be able to be protected from COVID19,” said Dr Bernadette TheodoreGandi, PAHO/WHO Representative in
Jamaica.
“We will continue to work with the
country to support vaccination along
with the entire package of known public
health and social measures that we know
can help stop the spread of COVID-19,
protect health services, and save lives.”
The arrival of these first vaccines
will serve to protect priority groups and
those most at risk, such as health workers and older adults.
“We are pleased that Jamaica is the
first country in the Caribbean to receive

vaccines under the COVAX Facility.
Vaccination has proven an undeniable
success in the public health toolkit to reduce the burden of infectious disease and
vaccines under the COVAX facility represents a key part of our response to this
global pandemic. The amount received
will be used to inoculate our healthcare
workers and other frontline workers,
who have been at the core of our
COVID-19 response,” noted Dr Christopher Tufton, Minister of Health and
Wellness of Jamaica.
Since the first case of COVID-19
was reported in Jamaica, the country has
recorded 31,305 confirmed cases and
492 deaths as a result of the SARS-CoV2 virus, according to official data from
the country.
“Every dose arriving in Jamaica
brings the promise of protection for
more families from COVID-19 infection. Over time, this will bring the pandemic to an end and reduce its harmful
secondary impacts on children. They can
return to school, access critical services
and reduce their vulnerability to violence,” said Mariko Kagoshima,
UNICEF representative in the country.
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TT captaincy brought maturity
to Windies performance
WEST INDIES batsman Darren
Bravo linked a more mature approach to
his recent performances in the Regional
Super50 Cup, and the three-match OneDay International (ODI) series against
Sri Lanka, to his appointment as TT Red
Force captain in 2019.
Bravo was named captain of the TT
Red Force for the 2019-2020 Regional
Four-Day Tournament, after he was
dropped from the WI Test team for their
overseas series against Afghanistan.
During last month’s Regional
Super50 Cup, where TT Red Force prevailed after winning all seven of their
matches, the left-handed batsman compiled 195 runs in five games at an average of 65.0.
And, in the ODI series against Sri
Lanka, Bravo tallied 149 runs in three innings, at an average of 74.5, with a topscore of 102 in Sunday’s third and final
match.
During an online media conference
on Monday, the 32-year-old Bravo said,
“I think the level of responsibility has
helped me improve as a player. Ever
since I got the opportunity to captain TT
in the Four-Day tournament, it allowed
me to see things from a different perspective.”

Kieron Pollard (L) and Darren Bravo (R) of West Indies celebrate

Bravo was recalled to the WI Test

team after missing February’s two-match

series against Bangladesh. He was one
of many WI players who declined to tour
due to covid19 fears.
“Leadership is not really a problem
but I believe it has helped me to go the
extra mile, to (take) the extra step,”
Bravo added. “It’s a blessing in disguise
for me and I’m really happy about that.”
Bravo, who has played 56 Tests and
116 ODIs since making his international
debut in 2009, also spoke about his
fourth ODI century on Sunday.
“It’s always good to get runs under
your belt,” he said. “It’s always good to
spend time out in the middle, more so
just before the start of a Test series. At
the end of the day, it’s a totally different
format.” The WI defeated Sri Lanka 2-1
in the three-match T20 series and swept
the visitors 3-0 in the ODI series.
According to Bravo, “As a team,
we definitely need to believe in ourselves. The team is riding on some sort
of confidence after doing well against
Bangladesh in their home country. As
long as we do that, we should be able to
come out on top. We’re not taking anything for granted. We’ve won the two series with the white ball, the T20s and the
ODIs, but it’s important that we plan
well and we execute well.”

Batting execution crucial in series victory — Pollard
Captain Kieron Pollard has
pointed to West Indies’ efficient batting
as a key component in their one-day series win over Sri Lanka.
Speaking after West Indies beat
the visitors by five wickets in Sunday’s
third ODI, Pollard said solid starts
combined with a century in every game
from the top order, had provided the
batting with a high level of stability.
“We identified at the start of our
tenure what we needed to do and I
think that was getting a start, getting
guys to bat and bat 50 overs and bat

long,” Pollard explained.
“And we’ve identified Hopey
(Shai Hope) and he’s done a fantastic
job for us and that has laid the foundation for us more often or not, allowing
the guys in the middle to come and
play their natural games.”
Hope produced yet another sublime series, striking 110 in the opening
ODI which West Indies won by eight
wickets last Wednesday before following up with knocks of 84 and 64.
The right-hander finished the series with 258 runs at an average of 86

and was at the centre two record opening stands – 143 in the first ODI and
194 in the second – with left-hander
Evin Lewis who hit a hundred and a
century to end with 181 runs an average of 60.
In the third match, Darren Bravo’s
102 – his fourth ODI hundred but first
in five years – spearheaded another
successful run chase.
“These guys have been working
really, really hard. There’s competition
for places and guys want to stick their
necks out,” Pollard stressed.
“We have spoken about one guy
batting through the order, batting deep
as possible and it was nice to see that in
each and every game we got a hundred
…
“That means the guys are really
focussed on what they want to do and
what they want to achieve, and it’s just
for the [batsmen at the] back end to try
and finish it off.”
While also praising the effort from
the bowlers, Pollard said whenever
they had stumbled, the batting had
picked up the slack.
“It’s been a total team effort from
us. The guys bowled well,” he noted.

“I thought we weren’t executing
our yorkers and our deliveries at the
back end of the innings [in the final
game] and it cost us about 25, 30 runs
so that wasn’t good for us going into
the half.
“But the guys came and we really
played as a team – when the bowlers
falter the batters take up the mantle.
”The series was the first one at
home for West Indies in over a year due
to the disruption caused by the global
COVID-19 pandemic but is expected to
kick off a heavy schedule with the likes
of Pakistan, South Africa and Australia
expected to arrive.
And Pollard said it was important
West Indies built on the Sri Lanka series result for the upcoming assignments.
“We have to use our home advantage. We are accustomed to playing in
the Caribbean and once we come and
we prepare as a team and do what is
necessary, the sky is the limit for us,”
he contended.
“We’ve got to build on this. And I
will encourage the guys to go back and
work so that when we come back, we
don’t have to start over.”
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