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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Investment increased
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

Canadian firm
ups ante in
Guyana oil
substantially. Story, Page 18

Guyana PM Mark Phillips and his wife Mignon show off their vaccine cards

Indian vaccines arrive in Guyana
Guyana Prime Minister, Brigadier
(Ret'd) Mark Phillips and his wife, Mrs
Mignon Bowen-Phillips, this morning at
their official residence, were administered
their first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.
The PM, who heads the COVID-19
Task Force, used the opportunity to reassure the public that there is nothing to fear
about the vaccines. He noted that on
Wednesday the Ministry of Health commenced the vaccination process for members of the public 60 years and older.
The Indian Government has donated
to Guyana, 80,000 doses of the OxfordAstraZeneca vaccine – COVISHIELD,
which were produced in that country.
The vaccines arrived at the Cheddi
Jagan International Airport (CJIA) on
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Monday and were immediately handed
over to the Prime Minister by High Commissioner of India to Guyana, Dr K.J
Srinivasa.
The Prime Minister said that the vaccines would assist Guyana greatly in phase
two of the fight against COVID-19.
“The vaccination will help us in a
substantial way as we continue the recently started phase two of dealing with
COVID-19. You are aware that in phase
one we were able to put measures in place
and fortify our health systems to deal with
not only the spread, but the tracing and
treatment of people who would have contracted the disease… phase two is the vaccination”.
The Prime Minister added that the
Government would prioritise the vaccination of frontline workers, the elderly,
members of the Joint Services and teachers. The vaccination process in Guyana
commenced on February 11, with the distribution of the AstraZeneca (ChAdOx1
nCoV-19) vaccine, to healthcare workers
at the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation, after Guyana received 3000 doses
as a donation from Barbados.
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Booze at 7-Eleven? Not so fast,
says union for LCBO workers
By Niraj Sharma
The plan to give you the ability to
buy booze at your neighbourhood convenience store is running into opposition.
A union representing public sector
employees, including roughly 13,000
LCBO workers, is reportedly attempting
to thwart a series of liquor licence applications made by 7-Eleven.
The convenience store chain has
applied for liquor licences at 61 of its
Ontario locations, including 14 in
Toronto.
But on Monday the Ontario Public
Service Employees Union confirmed
that it has filed an official objection with
the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of
Ontario on the grounds that convenience
stores should not be permitted to serve
alcohol as if they were a restaurant or
bar.
“We'll find ourselves going down a
dangerous path if the AGCO lets this
multinational corporation squeeze
through a loophole and bring alcohol
sales to convenience stores,” OPSEU
President Warren (Smokey) Thomas
said in a press release. "7-Eleven says
it's trying to make its stores into restaurants where alcohol can be served, but
we all know the truth: kids and teens
will find themselves shoulder-to-shoulder with intoxicated people washing

down a Twinkie with a six pack.”
7-Eleven Canada has said that
trainer servers would offer alcoholic
beverages in designated consumption
areas of its stores during “limited
hours.”
The chain, however, has not released any information about what that
might look like.
For example, whether there will be
a bar that is separate from the main
counter.
In their release, the OPSEU
warned that permitting 7-Eleven locations to sell alcohol, even if it is only for
in-store consumption, could eventually
lead to alcohol sales in all Ontario convenience stores, something it said would
be “a disaster.”
“What about all the home-grown
small businesses and restaurants that are
already struggling so much during the
pandemic – why would we allow this
massive multinational to hurt them even
more?" Thomas asked in the release.
"This scheme must be stopped before it
starts, and I encourage everybody to file
their own objections with the AGCO."
The sale of beer and wine in convenience stores was one of Premier
Doug Ford’s high-profile campaign
promises; however his government has
not taken any steps to implement that
other than a mention in a 2018 Speech
from the Throne.

7-Eleven has applied to sell beer and wine at their Toronto stores

If approved, the liquor licences
would not allow 7-Eleven to engage in
the retail sale of beer and wine.

Ryerson Journalism school
heads quit amid calls to
address systemic racism
The heads of a prestigious journalism program at
a Toronto university have stepped down amid calls for
sweeping changes at the school to address systemic
racism and discrimination.
Janice Neil, the chair of the Ryerson School of
Journalism, and Lisa Taylor, associate chair and the
school's undergraduate program director, resigned on
Sunday.
Both noted in their resignation letters that they
had worked to address issues of systemic racism and
discrimination at the school during their years as leaders.
On Monday morning, Ryerson journalism students issued a public letter accusing the school of failing to represent and support Black, Indigenous, people
of colour and LGBTQ students in the program.
The letter said the school has contributed to an
unsafe learning environment rife with discrimination
that has left students traumatized.
In an email to The Canadian Press on Monday
evening, Neil said that under her leadership, the school
had increased diversity of the teaching faculty, intro-

duced new courses about reporting on race, Indigenous
issues and the LGBTQ community, and offered mental
health supports for students.
But Neil also acknowledged that many students
think change has not come fast enough or is broad
enough to make an impact,.
"One of the things I've learned as a leader is to
recognize when it's time for a major reset and that time
is now," she wrote. "To get to the next level will require different leadership."
In her resignation letter, Lisa Taylor explained her
reason for stepping down.
"Some students don't believe that I'm in their corner, which means they may not turn to me if they're in
need, and having an undergraduate program director
who is a trusted resource for only some students is
truly inequitable," she wrote.
A spokeswoman for Ryerson said the school
"continues to acknowledge the work that needs to be
done to address systemic racism" and will continue to
take concrete steps to address the students' concerns.

The AGCO is accepting public
feedback on the applications until
March 11.

Guyanese educator
passes on in BC

Mr. Ongkar Narayan, a brilliant teacher and
lifelong educator passed away in British Columbia
in December 2020 at the age of 94. He is survived
by his wife, four children and seven grandchildren.
Ongkar was born in Essequibo, Guyana and was an
ardent cricketeer and represented the county on
multiple occasions. He earned several degrees
studying in the United States including a Bachelor’s degree and Masters degree in English from
Missouri State University. Also, a Master’s degree
in Secondary School Administration. Subsequently, in 1972, he earned a Doctorate from Penn
State University. He will be sadly missed by all
who had the good fortune to know him. He was always willing to assist people and assisted his students to attain opportunities to study abroad. He
was a true son of the soil. A friendly, affable,
jovial personality. Truly his was a life well lived.
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Stop
the games,our
AGwomen
Williams
Celebrating
As decision
the world
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InternaThe
by Guyana
Attorney
Gentional
Women’s
Day
on
Monday,
it
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals was
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at straws.
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arethefinding
site majoritytogether
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themselves
home members
more often
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
than
not, which could lead to dangerous
106 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney
domestic situations in cases where the
General contends in his appeal.
marriage or partnership has been in
In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire
rough waters.
explained that in getting a majority, one
A national survey late last year by
side must acquire one more than the other
Women’s Shelters Canada offered a
side. An absolute majority, she said, as
glimpse into the experiences of women
specified by the constitution, is a majority
fleeing violence during the COVID-19
pandemic, with reports of them facing
more violence that is also increasing in
severity.
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that
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of
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also happening
more
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to expect
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Granger
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is sworn to
ters Canada.
uphold
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constitution,
will abide
by it,cent
The
also found
37 per
now that its bid to overturn the vote has
of
shelters reported changes in the type
been found lacking.
of violence clients faced, including inIf it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal
creased physical attacks resulting in broadministration.
ken bones, strangulation and stabbings.
The move by Williams, therefore,
The situation is so severe that exseems to us just another attempt to forestall
perts who work with domestic abuse victhe inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on
tims are calling it the “shadow
to power.
pandemic.”
“Isolation is almost like a gift for an
abuser,” Nina Gorka, a director with
YWCA Toronto, said. “When you re-
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leaving them more vulnerable than most
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

whether here or in other countries, are a gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
symptom of the breakdown in society and as sport, and drama to facilitate these discussuch we need radical steps to address social sions.
Surely now part of our conversation has
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the President has taken measures to uplift the national prestige of the
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Elections petition destined to
fail, says Guyana AG Nandlall
THERE is the absence of material
facts, and no foundation is laid in the
Elections Petition, 88 of 2020, to establish any grounds upon which the
March 2, 2020, Elections can be vitiated, and, in that regard, the petition is
destined to fail.
This was submitted and expounded upon by Attorney-General
and Minister of Legal Affairs, Anil
Nandlall, S.C, in his submissions to
the High Court of the Supreme Court
of Judicature in the matter of the Elections Petition, 88 of 2020.
Petitioners Claudette Thorne and
Heston Bostwick, in their submissions
in the matter, contended that Section
22 of the Election Laws (Amendment)
Act 2000 is unconstitutional and Order
60 of 2020 which authorised the recount process, is invalid, null, void
and of no effect.
They are also contending that the
Returning Officers’ Electoral District
Declarations could not have been set
aside and the Guyana Elections Commission’s (GECOM) actions were unlawful and encroached upon the High
Court Jurisdiction under Article 163 of
the Constitution.
Order 60 was created by virtue of
Article 162(1) of the Constitution and
Section 22 of the Election Laws
Amendment Act 2000 in order to resolve irregularities, anomalies and discrepancies before declaring the results
of the elections.

“As I apprehend it, Learned
Counsel posits that Parliament, in enacting Section 22, so far as it confers
law-making powers on GECOM, it offends Article 65 and Article 170 of the
Constitution,” Nandlall submitted to
the court.
The Attorney-General listed a
plethora of legal precedents and authorities to explain that, in enacting
Section 22, the Guyana Parliament exercised a long-established legislative
power and the contention that it violated the separation of powers doctrine
is untenable and without basis.
“The Petitioners contend that
Section 22 of the Election Laws
(Amendment) Act offends the doctrine
of separation of powers because it
conflicts with Article 170 (1) and (2)
of the Constitution,” Nandlall submitted.
The Attorney-General went on to
explain that Article 170 (1) stipulates
that Parliament is to make laws by
bills, which are to be assented to by
the President. Article 170(6) dictates
that a bill shall not become law unless
it has been duly passed and assented
to.
He noted, however, that Section
22 of the Election Laws (Amendment)
Act speaks to an order, which is not, in
practice or law, established by bills.
Further, they do not require the assent
of the President before becoming law.
“It is therefore submitted, that the

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

Guyana Attorney General Anil Nandlall

Parliament of Guyana, when acting
within the limits of the Constitution,
has, and was intended to have, plenary
legislative powers, which permits it to,
when it decides, to authorise public
authorities to amend primary legislation by Order,” Nandlall submitted.
In addressing the issue whether
the Returning Officers’ Electoral District Declarations could have been set
aside, the Attorney-General noted that
this issue is premised on a supposition
that Order 60 is ultra vires and that
Order 60 cannot collide with the Representation of the People Act 1964
(ROPA).
In his comprehensive submission,
Nandlall sought to establish that Order
60 is not ultra vires and that a combination of Article 162 (1)(b) and Section 22 of the ELAA aggregate to
confer power upon GECOM to depart
from the ROPA, and even amend the
ROPA in certain instances.
He further noted that to construe
Order 60 as trespassing on the exclusive jurisdiction of the High Court to
determine whether an election has
been lawfully conducted, or affected
by any unlawful act or omission as
provided for by Article 163 of the
Constitution, is simply and manifestly
wrong.
Article 163 (1) of the Constitution speaks to the jurisdiction of the
High Court to determine questions relating to membership of the National
Assembly and elections.
Citing the case of ‘Esther Perreira
v Chief Elections Officer et al 1998

No.36-P’ Nandlall noted that in the
case Justice Singh (ret’d) formulated
that there is a two- pronged approach
in determining whether an election
should vitiated.
In the case, Justice Singh (ret’d)
explained that a distinction must be
made between the unlawful conduct of
an election and an unlawful act or
omission which has affected or may
have affected the result of the election.
“It cannot be disputed that the
conduct of the March 2nd, 2020, Election is not being challenged by this Petition. This Petition, therefore, falls
within the second category of challenge … That unlawful act, is Order
60 and the re-count process which
flowed therefrom,” Nandlall submitted.
He explained that the petition
failed to establish any satisfactory evidence that Order 60 and the re-count
process affected the result of the elections as all that the re-count did was to
re-count ballots casted on voting day.
“There is no evidence before this
court impugning those ballots so as to
discount them from being re-counted.
There is no evidence of any variation
between the first count which took
place at the end of poll and the count
which took place under Order 60,”
Nandlall submitted.
“Indeed, even if it is found that
the re-count and Order 60 are unlawful
there is still no evidence that either or
both of them materially affected the
results of the elections,” he added.
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Local pharmacies now giving Covid shots
By Marie Sharma
If you’re wondering when your turn
will come to receive the Covid19 vaccine, the answer might just be at your
local pharmacy.
The province of Ontario has announced that a number of local pharmacies have been authorized to administer
the vaccine.
It means that older Ontarians could
soon be rolling up their sleeves to receive the life-saving jab.
The province received a shipment
of 194,000 doses of the recently approved Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine on
Tuesday.
Health Canada has recommended
against using the vaccine on those above
the age of 65, so the plan in Ontario is to
administer it mostly to those between the
ages of 60 and 64.
Speaking during Question Period at
Queen’s Park on Tuesday, Health Minister Christine Elliott said that the
province plans to unveil a list of more
than 300 pharmacies that will be administering the AstraZeneca vaccine by tomorrow. She said that qualifying
members of the public would then be
able to book appointments to receive
their shots at those pharmacies by the
end of the week.
“The 190,000 vaccines that we are
expecting to receive today (Tuesday) are
time limited and we want to make sure
they can be delivered quickly and effi-

has gathered that ExxonMobil was

A patient receives a jab of the AstraZeneca vaccine

ciently through the over 300 pharmacies
that have been identified,” she said.
“This plan is ready to go and we will be
receiving applications and online bookings as of Friday.”
The doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine that Ontario will receive were
shipped from the Serum Institute of
India earlier this month and are set to expire on April 2.
the road as early as possible. In that en-

That means that there is a time
crunch to get them into people’s arms.
Elliott, however, said during Question Period that she is confident that all
of the doses will be administered prior to
their expiry thanks to the use of hundreds of pharmacies.
“We will be able to and have been
ready to receive the AstraZeneca vaccines and will be able to deliver them be-

Mobil is eager to move along and from

fore their expiry. And we can quadruple
the level of doses we are doing each day
in very short order but what we need are
the large doses of the vaccine to come
in,” she said. Ontario has administered
just under one million doses of COVID19 vaccines so far but has said that it
hopes to reach an additional 7.5 million
people in the second phase of its rollout,
scheduled for April to July.
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Japan to assist Guyana, Caricom
with treatment for COVID patients
Japan is to assist Guyana and three
other CARICOM countries with the
treatment of COVID-19 infected patients.
Personal protective equipment and
medical supplies will be provided
under the arrangement through the
United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS).
Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony has expressed his appreciation.
According to a release today from
UNOPS, Dr Anthony said: “The Government and people of Guyana wish to
express profound gratitude to the Government and people of Japan for this

generous donation which will aid in acquiring personal protective equipment
and other medical supplies. This gesture is a great symbol of our solidarity
and the value placed on our strategic
partnership and robust diplomatic ties.
With cases of COVID-19 spreading
across the world and claiming thousands of lives and huge resources, doctors, nurses and other healthcare
workers are on the frontlines of the
pandemic as they care for critically ill
patients. Facing enormous challenges,
they are responding with courage, resolve and exemplary professionalism.
Your donation is therefore extremely

Guyana Minister of Health
Dr Frank Anthony

0
0VS'BNJMZ
VS'BNJJMMZ

$BSJOHGPS:PVST
$
BSSJJJO
OHGPS:PV
VSST
'SPNUIFGGMMPXFSTPOUIFGSPOUMBXOUPUIFQBJOUJOHTPOUIFXBMMT XFBU0HEFOTBMXBZT
DPOTJEFSUIFDPNGPSUBOEOFFETPGUIFGBNJMJFTUIBUXFTFSWFGJSTU8FPGGFSTFSWJDFT
BOEQSPEVDUTUIBUBSFNFBOJOHGVMBOEGJUDPNGPSUBCMZXJUIJOZPVSCVEHFU+VTUTPNF
PGUIFXBZTUIBUXFBTBGBNJMZDBSFGPSZPVST
'BNJMZPXOFEBOEPQFSBUFETJODF

416-293-5211
4
3-5211
4164 Sheppard
Sheppard A
Avenue
veenue
enu East
Scarrb
borough, Ontar
io M1S 1T3
Scarborough,
Ontario

w
www.ogdenfuneralhome.com
w w.ogden f u ner a l home.com

important to our cause and will definitely contribute to not only their protection but also their patients
well-being, as they continue to provide
the highest standard of care. Thank you
so much for this generous donation,
and we look forward to the implementation of this project.”
An edited press release from
UNOPS follows:
The Government of Japan and
UNOPS join efforts to strengthen public health systems and provide life-saving treatment to COVID-19 infected
patients in Belize, Guyana, Suriname
and Trinidad & Tobago
The Government of Japan will
contribute USD 4.8 million towards a
Project managed by the United Nations
Office for Project Services (UNOPS)
for Enhancing the Healthcare System
through the Provision of Medical
Equipment in Belize, Guyana, Suriname and Trinidad & Tobago. The
agreement for this collaboration was
signed today in a ceremony held at the
UNOPS office in San José with the participation of Hon. KOMATSU Shinjiro,
Ambassador of Japan in Costa Rica;
Mr. Alejandro Rossi, Director of the
UNOPS Multi-Country Office for
Costa Rica, Panama and the English &
Dutch Speaking Caribbean; and Ms.
Anesa Ali-Rodríguez, in representation
of the Embassy of Trinidad & Tobago
in San Jose.
The COVID-19 pandemic has hit
every country differently, but it has
equally showcased the importance of
strengthening public health systems. In
order to provide an efficient and effective COVID-19 response, governments
focus a great part of their efforts towards ensuring solid healthcare systems to safeguard the population.
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Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.
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Three new tourism circuits to be
developed in Guyana this year
GUYANA’S ecological construct,
which includes an expanse of greenery,
fresh water and natural beauty, has
served as an attraction for tourists from
across the world, but, with the country’s
true potential still being somewhat
undiscovered, the Ministry of Tourism,
Industry and Commerce will be looking
to expose this nation’s full wonders
through the development of three new
tourism circuits.
Being revered as the number one
destination for eco-tourism in the world,
the country already has a solid foundation to further build on as it moves to
capitalise fully on its natural patrimony.
The three new circuits will serve as a
catalyst in this regard, as the targetted
areas are Moruca in Region One
(Barima-Waini), Essequibo and South
Rupununi.
A tourist circuit is defined as a route
in which at least three major tourist destinations are located so that none of these
is in the same area. At the same time,
they are not separated by a long distance.
The circuit should have well-defined
entry and exit points. A tourist who enters at the entry point should get motivated to visit all the places identified on
the circuit.
The objective of having a tourist
circuit is to increase the total number of
visits to all the destinations on the circuit
and to also provide tourists with the attractions of all the destinations located
on the circuit. Attracting tourists is already within Guyana’s reach, as the
country is in the spotlight on the international stage because of its oil wealth and
other productive sectors. This alone cre-

An aerial view of the Rupununi

ates many opportunities for Guyana to
further develop its tourism product, raise
service and infrastructure standards and,
most importantly, drive socio-economic
benefits to its citizens.
Already there has been increased

Sod turned for new hotel
Chief Investment Officer and CEO of Go-Invest, Dr. Peter Ramsaroop, joined
His Excellency, President Irfaan Ali and other Ministers of the Government at
the Sod Turning Ceremony for a new Boutique Hotel - Aiden Hotel.
GOINVEST PHOTO

travel to Guyana despite the pervasive
novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, and with the world anticipating
an end to this scourge in near term,
Guyana plans to lay the foundation to
ensure that when the ports are reopened
fully, it will be a destination of choice for
adventure and leisure. The total contribution of travel and tourism to Guyana’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is estimated to be 7.8 per cent.
Minister of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Oneidge Walrond, has said
that the government is already partnering
with regional tourism communities to
improve the sector and increase its contribution to local advancement by developing niche tourism products in every
Administrative Region.
This effort will be supplemented by
the development of the three new circuits, as they will create opportunities
for adventure/nature-based products
such as mountain biking, river rafting
and a multi-sport expedition (canoeing,
hiking, biking). Nature-based tourism
activities also include bird-watching,
wildlife spotting, photography, camping,
hiking and visiting protected areas,
which
directly
or
indirectly
promote/support conservation of the natural environment.
According to information from the
Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA), adventure travel is treated as a subset of nature-based tourism, since it embraces
outdoor recreation activities that take
place within the natural environment.

The overarching aim of the government,
through the establishment of those circuits, is to empower communities to develop such tourism products, conduct
capacity building programmes and promote their destinations.
Part of the plan too is to operationalise the Regional Destination Management
Organisations/
Tourism
Associations by developing a comprehensive business plan, prioritising product development opportunities, hosting
train the trainer programmes and creating a distinctive brand. Specific to the
South Rupununi, the primary beneficiaries of the new circuit will come from 11
indigenous villages, namely Rukumuta
Village, Sand Creek Village, Aishalton
Village, Shulinab Village, Ariwa Village,
St. Ignatious, Quarrie Village, Rupaunau
Village, Maruranau Village, Masekenari
Village, and Shea Village.
In addition, there are five private
enterprises that act as anchor accommodations in the region, which employ individuals
from
neighbouring
communities, and those are Saddle
Mountain Ranch, Wichabai Ranch &
Guest Houses, Waikin Ranch, Manari
Ranch, Dadanawa Ranch. The current
offerings in the South Rupununi primarily include hard adventure (survival experiences, trekking); soft adventure
(ATV riding, horseback riding, rafting,
hiking, ranching activities); nature-based
activities (birdwatching, wildlife spotting); and cultural experiences like the
vaquero and ranching lifestyle.
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Exxon seeks private partners
for onshore bases
ExxonMobil Guyana, in light of its
accelerating operations locally, is currently looking for more shore bases here
in order to meet its growing demands.
According to the company, Esso
Exploration & Production Guyana Limited (EEPGL) — its Guyana Subsidiary
— it plans to put in place “an enabling
agreement for project shore base facilities, equipment and services to support
future Guyana projects.”
As such, the company said, the
scope for its Request for Information
(RFI) is to identify Contractors who can
provide a fully functional, fit for purpose
shore base located in Guyana to support
the needs of future Guyana projects
starting in 2023.
According to ExxonMobil, this RFI
“seeks detailed operational and technical
information from suppliers for meeting
EEPGL’s bid selection requirements for
shore base services in Guyana.”
The stipulated criteria as publicized
by ExxonMobil calls for potential contractors to have “Documented proof of
lease/land ownership; Berthage capacity
and capability to support a range of vessels; Dedicated area for storage and staging of materials and equipment;
Dedicated area for fabrication; Dedicated office and warehouse space; Dedicated material/cargo handling and
equipment.”
This is in addition to personnel,
plans, and procedures required to support and operate the shore base.
Included in ExxonMobil’s demand
for another shorebase operator are stipulated birthing requirements up to 100
metres load out berth with a minimum
draft of six metres and must be able to
support 80 tonnes per square inch. Also
requested are detailed specifications for
a 110m wide x 140m deep fabrication
pad with direct access to quayside,
perimeter security and ancillary equip-

The existing on shore base for Exxon Mobil, operated by GYBSI

ment, including cranes capable of hoisting up to 400 tonnes.
According to the company in its invite to potential contractors, “we may
use responses from you and the other
participants to validate and further develop our team’s recommendations for
inclusion in the Request for Proposal
(RFP) for shore base services in
Guyana.”
The company said that the RFI
process effectively “allows us to seek
your input and develop a list of qualified
bidders before structured bid rules take
effect.”
Guyana currently hosts one shorebase operations, the Guyana Shore Base
Incorporated (GYBSI), and it serves as

ExxonMobil’s sole Guyanese Tier 1
Contractor.
Following this move by ExxonMobil, a motion was tabled in the National
Assembly by Member of Parliament
(MP) and shadow Minister for the Natural Resources sector, David Patterson,
for the formulation of a land use policy.
That motion also calls for the establishment of a multi-agency taskforce and
mandates that all future shore bases be
state-owned, but leased to private operators.
Patterson’s motion is purportedly
premised on the growing need for shore
bases to service the needs of the local industry.
GYBSI does not have the capacity

to handle Guyana’s shore base needs,
and certainly will not be able to handle
the growing need on its own, according
to Patterson.
The former Public Infrastructure
Minister said that while additional shore
bases are needed, they must be developed as part of a macro-development
plan, and not solely driven by the demand forces of the sector.
He is of the view that the Central
Housing and Planning Authority
(CHPA), the Guyana Lands and Surveys
Commission (GLSC), and other relevant
agencies should undertake a holistic land
use and zoning policy, with key considerations made to facilitate industrial activities of the oil sector.

Minister celebrates
Int’l Women’s Day
Minister within the Office of
the Prime Minister, Hon.
Kwame McCoy along with
the female members of staff
of his Secretariat. On Monday, the world observed International Women's Day
under the theme, "Women
in leadership: Achieving an
equal future in a COVID-19
world."
DPI PHOTO
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Canadian firm increases its
investment in drilling in Guyana
Oil exploration in Guyana continues apace and despite a recent run of dry
wells by ExxonMobil and its partners in
the Stabroek Block, Canadian-based oil
and gas firm, CGX, is gearing to spend
some $90M to spud an exploration well
in its Corentyne block in the second half
of 2021.
In a recent update, CGX Energy
said the Kawa-1 exploration is expected
to be drilled to a depth of approximately
6,500 metres in a water depth of approximately 370 metres and is slated to be
drilled in the second half of 2021.
According to the Company, the primary target for the exploration well is a
Santonian age, stratigraphic trap (referencing the depth), interpreted to be analogous to the discoveries immediately to
the east on Block 58 in Suriname.
The prospect is named after the
iconic mountain overlooking the village
of Paramakatoi in the Pakaraima Mountains of Guyana.
The Company has since announced
too that another well, the Makarapan1exploration well on the Demerara
block, is currently expected to be drilled
to a total depth of approximately 3,500m
in a water depth of approximately 1,000
metres.
The primary target for this exploration well is an Aptian age, sandstone
reservoir. The prospect is named after
the Precambrian mountain overlooking
the Rupununi Savannahs of Guyana.

CGX drilling platform in Guyanese waters

CGX did not say when this well is
expected to be spudded.
“The Company expects, based on
presently available information, that the
total cost of the Guyana exploration programme in 2021 will be approximately
C$90 million (G$14.8B),” the company
said.
CGX is a Canadian oil and gas exploration company that holds three licences in the Guyana – Suriname basin,

formed in 1998 by John Cullen and
Guyanese, Edris Dookie (who is no
longer with the company).
The Company said it is fully funded
for two offshore wells that will test
multi-billion barrel potential.
The three licences held are “New
Demerara Petroleum Agreement,” “New
Berbice Petroleum Agreement” and
“Corentyne Petroleum Agreement” acquired in 2012 and 2013 from the Gov-

ernment of Guyana.
Two wells were drilled on the
Corentyne block licence, however were
later abandoned as a dry hole and for
safety concerns.
The company is currently surrounded by oil majors and are operating
on the Corentyne and Demerara block
offshore Guyana in close proximity to
the Liza discovery made by oil giant
ExxonMobil.
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Scotiabank sells Guyana bank to
T&T, but Finance Minister concerned
First Citizen’s Bank has acquired
Scotiabank’s banking operations in
Guyana.
Scotiabank announced the sale of
its operations in a press release on
Wednesday whilst also stating, “The
agreement is subject to regulatory approval and customary closing conditions.”
The release said, “This transaction
supports Scotiabank’s strategic decision
to focus on operations across its footprint where it can achieve greater scale
and deliver the highest value for customers. Scotiabank’s current operations
in Guyana encompass four branches and
approximately 180 employees. Following closing, all employees will continue
to support the business.”
Scotiabank stated in the release,
“Until regulatory approvals are obtained
and the transaction closes, Scotiabank’s
operations in Guyana will continue as
usual. First Citizens and Scotiabank will
work together to facilitate a smooth transition for the business.”
However, the announcement was
met with some bewilderment by
Guyana’s Senior Minister with the responsibility for Finance Ashni Singh,
who described the announcement as premature.
“It has just been brought to my notice that a press release was issued just a
few minutes ago announcing the sale of
the operations of Scotiabank Guyana to
a Regional Bank, a Trinidadian Bank in
particular. I wish to say that the govern-

ber

The First Citizens Bank in Port of Spain -- now the owner of Scotiabank Guyana

ment of Guyana considers it extremely
unfortunate,” said Minister Singh, who
explained that under Section 12 of
Guyana’s Financial Institutions act such
a sale would require the approval of the
Bank of Guyana.
“We consider it premature to announce a transaction of this nature par-

ticularly given that the regulatory
process to consider. The request for any
such transaction is yet to be initiated
much less to be concluded,” he said.
The Central Bank of Guyana had
previously blocked the sale of Scotiabank to another Trinidad and Tobago
Bank Republic Bank Limited in Septem-

2019.
Should the sale go through, First
Citizens would add to its international
operations which currently are established in Barbados, Costa Rica, St.
Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines
and T&T.

New T&T ferry starts journey from Australia
The newest ferry in the national fleet—the Buccoo Reef—has recommenced her journey home to
Trinidad and Tobago and is expected to arrive in one
month’s time.
According to a news release from the National
Infrastructure Development Company Limited
(NIDCO), the vessel set sail for T&T from Brisbane,
Australia, on Monday 8th March 2021, on its 8,914
nautical miles (nm) journey home.
NIDCO says the voyage is scheduled to take 31
days, fair weather permitting.
Problems presented during the earlier start of
the delivery voyage back in January, which caused
the vessel to return to Hobart, have all been investigated and corrected by the shipbuilder, INCAT, and
engineers from the Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEM).
Repairs were impeded due to delays encountered with the supply of parts and replacement units
from Germany and USA. However, the vessel is
now expected to provide the trouble-free service for
which it was built.
The Buccoo Reef will make two scheduled
stops on her long journey home: firstly, at Pape’ete

The new high speed inter-island ferry, the Buccoo Reef

in French Polynesia; and then at the Panama Canal
in Panama, before docking in T&T.
As with the APT James, NIDCO has promised
to share periodic updates on the progress of the Buccoo Reef’s homeward journey.
The vessel was built by Australian shipbuilder
INCAT Tasmania at its shipyard in Hobart, Australia.INCAT began construction on Buccoo Reef in
2019. The company says the new 100-meter, high
speed ferry (Wave Piercing Catamaran) has been
retrofitted with state-of-the-art electronic systems.
The ship will have an operating speed of over

40 knots, which reduces the sailing time with an increased number of crossings per day, and allowing
for same day travel, thus improving inter-island access.
The Buccoo Reef—named after Tobago’s
largest and most popular coral reef—will have capacity for 1,000 passengers in three lounges, which
will include a range of bars and food service
areas. The vehicle deck will have 175 truck lane
metres and capacity for 182 cars, or 239 cars, if
trucks are not carried. In addition, citizens will be
able to enjoy comfortable coach style travel.
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Banned from going home for a year
THE closure of Trinidad and Tobago's borders at midnight on March 22
last year caught many people off guard.
Almost a year later, not being able
to return home without an exemption
granted by government still plays on the
minds of many.
Those repatriated recalled their fear
and the mental toll the process took on

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

them.
There were even more profound results, too. Richard Broadbelt, who was
stuck on board the Vision of the Seas
cruise ship, owned by Royal Caribbean
Cruises, told Newsday he was traumatised after hearing about the death of two
of his co-workers who committed suicide.

He explained that although they
were not TT nationals, the grief made it
more difficult to get by. “I became mentally and emotionally frustrated and
stressed, and this carried on even after I
was allowed back into the country. The
process was long and tedious. But the
lack of information from government
was really the icing on the cake.”
He recalled his stay at the Couva
Hospital and Multi-Training Facility,
which is being used as a quarantine facility. Broadbelt said the infrastructure
was accommodating and nice, but the
quarantine system implemented by the
Ministry of Health was flawed.
“They quarantined four people in
one room and gave us one washroom to
share. How can this be effective? They
put us in a more compromising position
than before. We were unable to get our
medical records, so we did not know if
we were positive or negative for the
covid19 virus.”
Broadbelt believes government’s
handling of the covid19 pandemic has
been hypocritical and untrustworthy.

“I can never trust this government
or any politician. They played with and
continue to play with the population’s
health. I believe the covid19 statistics are
flawed and it's just propaganda.”
Former attorney general Ramesh
Lawrence Maharaj, contacted for comment, said government has a responsibility to provide assistance to those
nationals stuck outside.
“You cannot leave citizens at the
mercy of a foreign country through no
fault of theirs stranded with no help. To
impose a 14-day wait and provide no assistance – I think that is not right. I think
Government has a duty to assist citizens
in that situation," he said.
To date, the borders have not been
reopened and nationals wishing to come
home now have to apply for exemptions
via an online platform. As at January 21,
there were 19,941 exemption applications and 11,682 had been granted. With
the new online system, the exemptions
granted rose to 12,338, but no one could
say how many people have actually returned.
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Allen smashes Windies to
T20 series win vs Sri Lanka
A comprehensive performance
with the bat (21 not out) and ball (1/13)
from Fabian Allen powered West Indies
(WI) to their first T20 International series win at home in almost three years
after defeating Sri Lanka by three
wickets at the Coolidge Cricket Ground
in Antigua on Sunday.
The maroon had a nervy ending to
the series although the visitors were restricted to 131 for four wickets. In
reply, late batting theatrics from Allen
and a brazen stance from Jason Holder
(14 not out) saw the hosts reach a victorious 134 for seven with just one over
to spare.
After winning the toss and opting
to bat first, Sri Lanka’s opening batsmen Dhanushka Gunathilleke (nine)
and Pathum Nissanka (five) started
slowly against opening bowler Fabian
Allen.
In the second over, Guyanese
spinner Kevin Sinclair was pulled over
short midwicket by Gunathilaka for
four. Sinclair had a chance to get his
man, the very next ball, but a wayward
throw from the bowler prevented a potential run out.
Allen took sweet revenge in the
first ball of his second over as he had
‘Guna’ caught and bowled. He made
way for Dinesh Chandimal. Sinclair returned with the ball and was soon rewarded as Niroshan Dickwella (four)
sent a top-edge into the hands of Bajan
Jason Holder (15/2).
Holder was introduced to the attack and sent Nissanka packing in the
final ball of his first over, caught by
Sinclair, who took a tumble. New batsman Angelo Mathews got off to a good
start by cutting through backward point
for four.
With just 11 runs coming off the
following two overs, pacer Obed
McCoy struck in the ninth as Mathews
(11 runs) was caught behind by
Nicholas Pooran.

Fabian Allen of West Indies celebrates winning the final T20i match

At 54/3 after ten overs, Chandimal
settled and smacked McCoy through
fine leg for a welcomed boundary.
Against Holder, Chandimal hit over the
top for another four and then slapped
Dwayne Bravo for the same amount
behind point.
Ashen Bandara then launched
McCoy for a maximum behind square
and a four over short third man the very
next ball. With three overs to go at
105/4, the pair continuously rotated the
strike and piled on runs.
In the final over, against Bravo,
Bandara blasted over his head for six
and then struck a boundary off the following ball. With two runs coming off

the final two balls, Sri Lanka closed on
a gettable 131/4.
Allen topped the bowling with his
one wicket for 13 runs while Sinclair
(1/19), Holder (1/27) and McCoy
(1/29) also contributed nicely.
In their turn at the crease, opening
batsmen Lendl Simmons (26) and Evin
Lewis (21) had a strong start. The latter
showed early intent by cutting Akila
Dananjaya between cover and point for
four in only the second ball of the first
over. Three balls later, Lewis lay back
and pulled the spinner for a huge six.
Four leg-byes and four runs off
Dushmantha Chameera in the second
over easily aided the chase. Lewis took
a liking to Dananjaya once more as he
pulled and beat short fine leg for a
boundary.
Chameera, however, would not go
unpunished as Lewis and Simmons hit
him for two fours in the same over, one
over mid-off and the other clearing
mid-on respectively.
Wanindu Hasaranga then entered
the Sri Lankan bowling attack and almost had Simmons out on his first delivery but he was dropped by
Dhanushka Gunathilleke. Three balls
later, Lewis was trapped leg before and

made way for big-hitter Chris Gayle
(38/1).
Simmons continued to distress
Dananjaya as he hit a four, a six and
another four consecutively to end the
fifth over. Wicketkeeper Niroshan
Dickwella returned Simmons to the
stands in the next over, stumped off
PWH de Silva (54/2).
WI skipper Kieron Pollard entered
but surprisingly lasted only three balls
as he was caught behind by Dickwella
courtesy Chameera’s spell (61/3). The
captain’s dismissal brought Pooran to
the forefront but slowed the chase.
With just 13 runs coming from the
following three overs, WI were pushed
further back with Gayle’s (13) dismissal by Lakshan Sandakan. He was
bowled.
Pooran brought life to the topsyturvy innings by hitting Sandakan over
long-on for six and then another over
long-off. With 38 runs to go off the
final six overs, Pooran was bowled by
Chameera on 23; WI now uncertain at
95/5.
Rovman Powell came to the middle and hit Sandakan for six over longon before he had his off stump shaken
by Sandakan’s witty spin. Bravo lasted
one ball, caught by Dananjaya without
scoring (105/7).
With Holder and Allen at the
crease, the former swung his bat in the
17th over to smash a maximum and
send WI needing 27 runs from the final
18 balls. Holder hit another off a free
hit in the 18th over and set up Allen to
chase the remaining runs.
Against Dananjaya, Allen struck a
six off the first ball, two runs off the
second and another maximum. He
struck a single to bring Holder on
strike, who returned the favour with
two balls to go.
Allen, however, made no mistake
and launched Dananjaya high into the
night, for six, to lead a remarkable fight
back for the men in maroon.
This was the WI’s second consecutive T20 series win against Sri Lanka
in the past two years.
Scores:
SRI LANKA 131 for four off 20
overs (Dinesh Chandimal 54 not out,
Ashen Bandara 44 not out)
WEST INDIES 134 for seven off
19 overs (Lendl Simmons 26, Nicholas
Pooran 23, Evin Lewis 21; Lakshan
Sandakan 3-29, Hasaranga de Silva 213, Dushmantha Chameera 2-23)

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MARCH 11 2021

23

THURSDAY MARCH 11 2021

24

EQUALITY NEWS

'
'  "'
" '
 

  #%)*+,
#%)*+,
-,./(0/(+1+.
-,./(0/(+1+.
&  &
&
         & 
2
2  
 


 

  
  
 
  

  

 
 
 
 

  
 !


 
 
 
 
! 
   




"
"   
 ## 
 
 
 $
  $  %
% 
  ##

 
 

   

 
 
 &"
&"   #
#

 

 %#
%# %%
  
  
 
 
  


 
 &

  #
 # 
 
 
 
 &
'


%

'
 
 
( 
 

 (
 
% 

