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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.
AT THE TOKYO GAMES: Guyanese boxer Keevin Alicock (l) spars
with Alex Miguel de la Cruz Baez of Dominican Republic during the Men's
Feather (52-57kg) on day one of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games on July 24.
Alicock lost the bout 0-5, but he is one of a large contingent of 34 Guyanese
in Tokyo for the Games.

KISSOON AND
KISSOON CHAMBERS
Your one stop shop for
all legal issues in Guyana

592-227-1182
(ask for RENNIE KISSOON )

SERIES RESCHEDULED: West Indies and Pakistan have agreed to play a revised four-match Twenty20 (T20) series, Cricket West Indies (CWI) has announced. The
two boards were forced to alter the scheduled tour dates after West Indies' current OneDay International series against Australia was rocked by a positive COVID-19 test, which
saw Thursday's second match suspended. It was finally played on Saturday, with the
third and final match pushed back to Monday — one day before the scheduled opener
against Pakistan. The revised dates allow for an opener in Barbados on Wednesday, with
three further matches in Guyana. Above, players get ready for their third ODI.
More cricket news on Page 28

Now available!

Bhaskar’s Vedic Bhajans
The remastered original first
Arya Samaj Music of Bhaskar
Sharma
Order your copy today by calling 617-216-2359 or email
Equalitynews21@gmail.

BHASKAR'S VEDIC BHAJANS
The first Arya Samaj Music of Bhaskar Sharma
Remastered original music composed and sung by Bhaskar (1979)
More info Bhaskar Sharma 647 216 2359 http://www.EqualityNews.ca

See our ad on
Page 3
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Foot 1lb

Grace
Flavoured
Syrup
750 ml

2

$ 29

2

King Fish
Steak
1 lb

$ 88

Grace
Peanut
Punch

EA

7

$ 99

Mr Goudas
All Purpose
Flour 8kg

from

4

$ 99

0

$ 98

Gloria
Sweetened

Jamaican
Pride
Coconut
Milk

$ 98

Genera
Mills Lucky
Charms
Cereal 300g

$ 98

0

Mr Goudas
Long Grain
8kg

2

Old Duch
Laundry
Detergent
2l

Snapper
Fish 1lb

Grace
Chicken
Vienna
Sausages
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5
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0

$ 98
EA

0

Nutrament
355 ml

9

Mr. Goudas
Par-boilded
Rice 8kg
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2

$ 88

Jamaican
Cooking
Green
Banaanas
1lb

1

Grace
Corn
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9
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Orange
Juice
1.75l
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Wings
1lb

2
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2

$ 49

6
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2

1

Jamaican
Yellow
Yam 1Lb

$ 98

3

Jamaican
Excelsior
Water
Crackers

$ 98

$ 88

0

Jamaican
Cranberry
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600ml

2

Jamaican
Pride
Cornmeal
4lb

$ 98

$ 69

Fruitopia
1.75l

Oxtail
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$ 88

0

0
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1
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At Better Bargain We Treat Your Better!
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BARGAIN
BBB$

271 Glidden Road, Unit 2 Monday - Saturday: 9:00am to 8:00pm
Brampton ON L6W 1H9
Sunday: 10:00 to 6:00pm
(Kennedy Rd. & Glidden Rd.)

TEL: 905-451-5114

@BBB$

@MrSaversSupplies
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Doctors warn of respiratory virus in
children as a result of the ﬂu
Pediatricians are warning of a potential resurgence of a certain respiratory virus in kids that could appear this
summer following an abnormally quiet
2020 flu season.
A letter written by medical experts
at the BC Children's Hospital Research
Institute and published Monday in the
Canadian Medical Association Journal
says Canada could see a rise in respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) in infants and
young children, similar to summer
waves seen in Australia and the United
States as those countries lifted pandemic
restrictions.
Dr. Pascal Lavoie, a co-author of
the letter, said COVID-19 safety measures, including physical distancing and
hand-washing, substantially limited the
spread of RSV and flu last season.
RSV is one of the most common
cold viruses that circulates widely in
adults and children in winter, Lavoie
said. Most kids are exposed to the virus,
which typically presents as a mild cold,
by the time they're two years old and
build up immunity.
The CMAJ commentary says there
were 239 positive tests for RSV in
Canada last season, from 339,627 tests
administered. The 2019-20 season, by
comparison, had 18,860 positive results
from 412,861 tests.
Lavoie said that because there were

so few cases of RSV over the winter, babies born during the pandemic may not
have developed antibody immunity to it
and could be less protected.
"In Australia, they not only saw a
resurgence of RSV but they saw more
cases in older infants than we normally
see, which suggests that there's a shift in
susceptibility," Lavoie said.
Still, he added, RSV is not cause
for alarm for most parents.
"For most healthy-term babies, it's
just a cold for them," Lavoie said. "A
small per cent might need to be hospitalized because they're so congested that
they either can't eat or need a bit of oxygen, but that's not the majority."
The virus can be life-threatening
and require intensive care when it infects vulnerable babies, however, including those born extremely premature
or those with chronic lung or heart conditions, Lavoie said.
Doctors typically offer antibody
therapies to vulnerable babies in the
winter months when RSV is widely circulating, allowing them to built up immunity to the virus.
But Lavoie said that since it's rare
to see infections emerge in the summer,
his team published the letter to make pediatricians aware that a resurgence could
happen.
While flu infections also decreased

Dr Pascal Lavoie: co authored letter about the flu season

considerably over the pandemic, Lavoie
said not having kids exposed to the influenza virus over the fall and winter
won't affect their immunity to it.
"In a healthy child, you would ex-

pect that once they get exposed to the
virus (again), they will catch up," he
said. "There's no weakening of the immune system from not being in contact
with viruses."

COVID-19 cases on the rise globally, WHO says
COVID-19 deaths and cases are on the rise
again globally in a dispiriting setback that is triggering another round of restrictions and dampening hopes for an almost normal summer of fun.
The World Health Organization (WHO) reported Wednesday that deaths climbed last week
after nine straight weeks of decline. It recorded
more than 55,000 lives lost, a three per cent increase from the week before.
Cases rose 10 per cent last week to nearly
three million, with the highest numbers recorded
in Brazil, India, Indonesia and Britain, the WHO
said.
The reversal has been attributed to low vaccination rates, the relaxation of mask rules and other
precautions, and the swift spread of the more-contagious delta variant, which WHO said has now
been identified in 111 countries and is expected to
become globally dominant in the coming months.
"It's important that we recognize that COVID
has the potential for explosive outbreaks," warned
Dr. David Dowdy, an infectious disease specialist
at Johns Hopkins University.
Sarah McCool, a professor of public health at
Georgia State University, said the combination
amounts to a "recipe for a potential tinderbox."
Amid the surge: the death toll in hard-hit Argentina approached 100,000; daily deaths in Russia hit record highs this week; and, in Belgium,
infections, driven by the delta variant among the

Cases rose 10 percent globally

young, have almost doubled over the past week.
Britain also recorded a one-day total of more than
40,000 new cases for the first time in six months.
As troubling as the figures are around the
world, they are still well below the alarming numbers seen earlier this year.
Seven months into the vaccination drive,
global deaths are down to around 7,900 a day,

after topping out at over 18,000 in January, according to Johns Hopkins data. Cases are running
at around 450,000 a day, down by half since their
peak in late April.
The WHO acknowledged that many countries
are now facing "considerable pressure" to lift all
remaining precautions but warned that failing to
do it the right way will just give the virus more opportunity to spread.
Pressure is growing worldwide to boost vaccination rates to counter the rise.
According to the latest figures, Canada has
reported 1,421,831 confirmed cases of COVID-19,
with 4,830 considered active. The country's
COVID-19 death toll stood at 26,458. More than
43.6 million COVID-19 vaccine doses have been
administered so far across the country, according
to a CBC News tally.
In Quebec on Wednesday, health officials reported no new deaths and 75 additional COVID19 cases.
In the North, Nunavut says it will begin testing waste water for COVID-19 in Iqaluit and
Rankin Inlet, while Yukon is expanding the number of people allowed to gather.
Ontario on Wednesday reported 153 cases of
COVID-19 and seven additional deaths. The
province, which is still seeing cases at some longterm care homes, also announced changes around
entry to long-term care homes on Wednesday.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

Is onus for relations solely on Cuba?
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$14B being spent to make new
housing schemes accessible
Guyana’s Ministry of Housing and
Water is currently executing a series of
infrastructural works totalling $14 billion, according to subject minister,
Collin Croal.
The minister explained that the
works were mainly being executed as a
means of enhancing about 18 to 22 new
and existing housing schemes across the
country. He said that the scope of works
included the construction, and in some
cases, the rehabilitation of roads, bridges
and drainage infrastructure, as well as
the installation of facilities to accommodate utility services such as water and
electricity. “It is an ongoing process,” the
minister noted
He said, too, that the ministry has
been placing particular emphasis on ensuring that all new and upcoming housing schemes are accessible and outfitted
with the requisite amenities for new land
owners to commence construction of
their homes.
The
People’s
Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) Government had
complained that, even though the previous A Partnership for National Unity +
Alliance for Change (APNU+AFC) administration did distribute some house
lots, those could not be accessed due to
poor preparatory works that caused

An artist’s impression of the Eccles to Mandela Avenue four-lane road

many of the schemes to become inaccessible.
When the PPP/C government assumed office in August 2020, it pledged
to open up a number of new housing developments to ensure that more
Guyanese are able to own their own
homes. The areas currently being devel-

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

oped include Little Diamond/Great Diamond, Prospect and Providence, on the
East Bank Demerara, as well as a massive “opening up” of the Cummings
Lodge housing scheme on the outskirts
of Georgetown, as well as the expansion
of several East Coast Demerara communities, namely Mon Repos, Vigilance,
Bladen Hall and Strathspey, along with
Experiment in Region Five and No. 79
Village, Ordinance Fortland and Hampshire/Williamsburg in Region Six.
The ongoing developments within
the housing sector are components of
what has been described as one of the
largest investments in the housing sector
in just one year, with thousands of house
lots already being distributed. Access to
adequate housing has long been viewed
as a basic human right, and is considered
an integral factor for the enjoyment of
other economic, social and cultural
rights. And, with Guyana’s economy
poised to quadruple in the coming years,
the government has started establishing
the conditions for Guyanese, especially
from the low and middle-income brackets, to have access to adequate housing.
As a matter of fact, some 50,000 house
lots are expected to be distributed over
the next five years, averaging 10,000
house lots per year. In addition to developing the housing schemes, Croal also
emphasised the government’s efforts to
ensure adequate interconnecting road
networks. He made specific reference to
the ongoing construction of the Eccles to
Mandela four-lane road, which is slated
for a November 2o21 completion. “That

is ongoing, we also have a bridge that is
being constructed for the Mocha access
road from Herstelling [East Bank Demerara],” minister Croal noted.
He said that once the new roadways
are opened up, Guyanese will benefit
from a number of alternative routes that
connect communities and regions.
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, had also
emphasised the need for modernised
roadways, particularly along the East
Bank Demerara thoroughfare and “super
highway” leading to the Cheddi Jagan
International Airport (CJIA).
The Head of State even went as far
as to propose the erection of technologically-outfitted police towers as an innovative means of monitoring and
maintaining law and order along the
roadways, “We will have tower-to-tower
connection, so if someone is speeding at
tower one, that person would be caught
on camera and can be stopped by police
at tower two. We need to look at smarter,
safer and more modern ways going forward,” the President previously insisted.
Dr. Ali, himself a former Housing
Minister, had underscored the need for
road networks to be created as a means
of alleviating traffic congestion that currently plague most of the main carriageways.
The construction of a new, state-ofthe-art Demerara River Crossing will
also add to those efforts, owing to a free
flow of traffic that would derive from a
bigger bridge, and several of the new interconnecting roads to which it would be
linked.
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Ontario facing driving test backlog
Ontario's Ministry of Transportation says there's a backlog of 700,000
road tests just over a month after DriveTest centres resumed in-vehicle driver
exams.
The province resumed the exams
on June 14, which were shuttered beginning in early April when the third wave
of COVID-19 forced a lockdown.
That closure, as well as earlier pandemic-related closures, caused more
than 400,000 appointments to be cancelled across Ontario.
Would-be driver Bruce Wood had
that happen to him twice in Ottawa. Now
he can't find any availability before
2022.
"I've been looking at everything
within about a 100-kilometre radius.
From Hawkesbury in the east, Renfrew
in the West, Cornwall in the south,
Smiths Falls, all over the place ... nothing," Wood said.
He said he's even timed out the
prompts on DriveTest's phone tree and
calls every morning to try to speak to an
agent.
"It's easily the most broken system
I've ever dealt with in any corporate
world. Even banks do better than this
and that's going a long stretch," Wood
said.
Wood would like the Ontario government to prioritize drivers who need

their G-licence for working or insurance
purposes, as well as hire more examiners. Mariya Zayats, a 20-year-old from
Kingston, Ont., hasn't been able to book
a test either and wants the government to
create a wait list.
"A driver licence ultimately means
moving forward in your career, moving
forward in life," Zayats said.
Ontario's ministry of transportation
said licences that expired on or after
March 1, 2020 will remain valid until

further notice and the additional time G1
and G2 drivers need to book road tests
will be considered in how long that extension lasts.
The ministry said it's spending $16
million to increase road testing capacity
at existing centres, as well as opening six
additional temporary testing centres —
though none are in eastern Ontario:
Hamilton and Niagara.
North York and Durham.
Mississauga Brampton.

Eastern Durham Region.
Guelph, serving Kitchener-Waterloo and Milton.
Toronto.
The ministry also said it's hired 35
of the planned 84 temporary driving examiners it announced last fall, and is recruiting to hire 167 more by September.
The ministry is encouraging people
to check DriveTest.ca regularly for when
new blocks of appointments are released.

Canada
Do you want to learn the Bible and go into the Ministry?
Enroll now for a Diploma Program in
PASTORAL MINISTRY OR CHRISTIAN COUNSELING
(Through Distance Learning Education)
Affordable Low Tuition Fee
A Bible College incorporated to train and equip laborers
for His harvest and for the work of our Lord Jesus Christ
ONLINE APPLICATION: www.harvestbiblecollege.ca
Email: harvestbiblecollege2002@yahoo.ca
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T&T PM: Schools could reopen even
if children unvaccinated
The Trinidad and Tobago Prime
Minister says plans to reopen schools in
September remain on track.
He was optimistic this can happen
even if students are unvaccinated by the
time the new school year begins.
At the post-Cabinet news conference at the Prime Minister's official residence in Blenheim, Tobago, Dr Rowley
said, "We are keeping our eyes fixed on
the school year in September, hoping to
manage our affairs both in the vaccination programme and the other restrictions that are personal."
He said, "If we are in a position like
this in September, we will open our
schools, even with the children not being
vaccinated." Rowley reiterated that
Pfizer is the only covid19 vaccine which

has been approved by the World Health
Organization.
He said once Government can procure this vaccine, "We will take steps to
vaccinate as many of our children as
possible."
Rowley was concerned about reports that some teachers did not want to
be vaccinated.
"I hope that is just a temporary setback there. I would like to have as many
of our teachers vaccinated as we go forward."
He also said the risk of the delta
variant entering Trinidad and Tobago is
real and this is one of many reasons why
people who have been not been vaccinated against covid19, should be encouraged to do so.

in

Schools in T&T will reopen in September, says PM Rowley

With TT's borders reopened, Rowley said, 'It is quite possible that that
virus could end up among our population
because the population of TT is mixing
with the population of the United States
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particular and other areas.
"We would be fooling ourselves to
believe that we will go through the rest
of the pandemic without any chance of
the delta variant getting among us."
He reiterated that the best way to
cater for the variant "if it comes our way,
is to meet a vaccinated population."
Rowley said in other countries science is confirming vaccinated populations stand a better chance of protecting
themselves once they are fully vaccinated.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has come to the attention of the
publishers of Equality News that certain persons are removing bulk copies
of this newspaper from stores where
they are being distributed for your
convenience, and then destroying
them.
This illegal practice seems to be designed to stop Equality News from
reaching readers and advertisers, and
is being carried out with the clear intent to discredit our efforts to prove to
our clients that our paper is being
properly circulated weekly.
We are seeking the cooperation of
the public at large and store owners
and their staff to alert us if they see
our paper being removed in bulk from
places of distribution, and if possible,
to provide photographic evidence of
such a crime to us as we fully intend
to pursue such illicit activity to the
fullest extent of the law.
Readers and clients will understand
that we print and distribute Equality
News at significant cost each week in
order to meet our mandate of keeping
people of Caribbean descent informed
of events and happenings in their former homelands.
As well, we provide a weekly opportunity for readers to support community-owned businesses by shopping
locally.
Illegal activities such as the bulk removal of our paper from places of distribution hurt not just us, but our
readers and our clients who depend
on our readership for business, especially in these difficult times.
Please report any such illegal acitivity to us by calling 647-216-2359.
We appreciate your cooperation in
this very serious matter.
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Opposition questions TT gov’t
over mystery helicopter
After the Opposition raised that
question last week, T&T Prime Minister
Keith Rowley said a statement will be
made on the controversial Sikorsky
S76D helicopter by the relevant minister
when Parliament resumes in September.
The helicopter was leased by the
PP Government in 2014. The UNC alleged it was later left unused by the
PNM Government for five years,
grounded at Camp Cumuto.
It was the subject of court battle between the PNM Government and American helicopter supplier, Vertical
Aviation LLC who had sued Government for (US)$13million for breach of
contract for the helicopter which the
Persad- administration PP obtained.
Government filed defence in the
US courts on the matter and moved to
write the US Justice Department and
FBI on its procurement.
Last week, a video was shown on

social media showing a covered helicopter on a long trailer being moved alongside a ship with containers on it. At that
time security officials confirmed no new
helicopter had been acquired.
UNC MP Roodal Moonilal subsequently sent a photo of a covered helicopter and called for National Security
Minister Fitzgerald Hinds to give the
current status of the Sikorsky, querying
if it was moved at night from Camp Cumuto to Point Lisas port.
Moonilal said: “If so, for what purpose, and whether Government has adhered to the lease stipulations. And
whether it’s being returned to its supplier or being reduced to scrap.”
He added: “The minister must also
indicate whether or not Government has
fulfilled the terms and conditions of the
helicopter’s lease and also disclose any
agreement and terms with the supplier
following any court proceedings in New

The helicopter photographed on a transport truck

York on what quantum of monies taxpayers must expend.’’
Rowley, responded: “The Opposi-

tion would do well to keep quiet on this
(matter) because that is one of the albatrosses we found around our neck. ”

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

Order now at

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Health Minister Anthony: 50% of
Guyanese vaccinated against Covid
Guyana’s Health Ministry has been
making strides since commencing the
COVID-19 vaccination campaign.
Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony, reported on Monday that 49.9%
of the adult population has received their
first dose of either the Russian-made
Sputnik V, Oxford AstraZeneca, or Chinese Sinopharm vaccine.
This translates to 242,991 persons.
On the other hand, 128,252 persons, or 26.3% of the population is considered fully vaccinated, having received
both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.
There are currently over 100 fixed
vaccination sites across the country with
the Ministry of Health working along
with non-governmental organisations
and faith-based groups to host special
vaccination outreaches.
Further, Dr. Anthony reported that
with vaccination numbers looking up in
Guyana and across the globe, the government is considering adding vaccination as a requirement for entry into the
country.
“We are currently reviewing our

There are over 100 fixed vaccination sites in Guyana

protocol and we have a team that is currently reviewing that based on people
now getting vaccinated to see how we
can do both PCR and vaccination as a requirement,” the Health Minister explained.
As it stands, Guyana’s travel requirements mandate that a person must
submit a negative molecular biological
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test result recorded within 24-72 hours prior to
arrival.
If the PCR test is more than 72
hours, the traveller will be required to do
a second PCR test on arrival to Guyana.
Currently, the country only accepts
the PCR test despite other countries accepting the antigen test, deemed the
“gold standard.”
“The reason being is that antigen
testing, they are not as sensitive as the
PCR. With PCR testing, if somebody is
positive, you can know within a short
period of time, but with antigen, it takes
a long time, people generally will have
to be symptomatic before you see a positive result,” Dr. Anthony explained.

Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com
We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

2/

Cool Runnings
Honey Ginger Drink

5

The Great Jamaican
Bitter Lemon Drink

2

49

French's
Ketchup
1L

2

each

50
2/

Titus Sardines
In Soya Bean Oil
125 g

$

2/

360 g

2

Carnation
Evaporated Milk

$

Supligen
Instant Breakfast
Beverage 250 ml

Sunlight
Dishwashing Liquid
Lemon Fresh 800 ml

1

each

99
each

2% ONLY 354 ml

99

each

250 ml

$

3/

Guyana Gold
Demerara Cane Sugar
1 kg

2

1

69

$

Dunn's River
Lima Beans

3/

394 ml

each

2
each

99

Fresh O Bowl
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
85 g

¢

¢

each

Grace
Festival Mix
270 g

2

Cool Running

2

Royalty
Digestive Biscuit

50
2/

Dole
Pineapple Juice
1.36 L

29

Pickapeppa
Original Sauce

2

Cedar
Yellow Corn Meal

1

148 ml

4 lbs

Castile
Beauty Soap With
Olive Oil 110 g

each

99
each

69
each

99

400 g

Grace Creamed
Coconut
170 ml

Par Excellence
Parboiled Rice
15 lbs

¢ Face Mask

each

.99

Sweetened Condensed
Whitener 300 ml

3 ply pkg of 10

each

$

2/

3

2

2/

20

7

99

1

each

99
pkg
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Delicious Jamaican Dish
Frozen Beef
White Feet

Best Quality
Easy Cook Oxtail
DON’T PAY FOR FAT!!

7

Burned
Cow Skin (Mask)

Fresh
Beef Kidney

1

1

Salted
Pig Tail

1

7

99 $ 49 $ 99 $ 99
$
$ 99
lb
lb
lb
lb
lb
Frozen or
Previously
Frozen

Frozen
Conch Meat

Frozen
Lobster Tail

13
Equal

99
lb

69.95/5 lb Box

Frozen 21-25
Headless Tiger
Shrimps 400 g

19
48
6

19

99
99
$
lb
ea.

$

Fresh Chicken
Leg Quarters

Frozen
Chicken Drumsticks

99

99

18 kg box

10 kg box

with purchase of 2 cases or more
Thursday to Sunday Only

with purchase of 2 cases or more
Thursday to Sunday Only

Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh
Land or Yellow Tail
Snappers

Fresh
Croaker
(Golden Snapper)

Fresh Brazilian
Red Snapper

6

4

6

Frozen
Grey Snapper
Steak

Fresh
Grunt Fish

3

6

99
99
99
$
$
$
$ 99
lb as is
lb as is
lb as is
lb as is

$ 99
lb as is
From

Fresh Jamaican
Coco

Fresh Jamaican
Bananas

Jamaican
Sweet Potatoes

1
2
4
Six Locations To Serve You Better
99

99

¢

99

99

lb

Fresh Cho Cho
(Chayote)

lb

lb

lb

Specials in Effect Thu. July 29th
until Wed. August 4th, 2021.

Store Hours

Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Lawrence Ave. E .

Store Hours

Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Finch Ave. E.

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 8:30 am to 8 pm
Fri.-Sat. 8:30 am to 8:30 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Dixie Rd.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Stafford Dr.

Rutherford Rd. South
.

Finch Ave. W .

Bloor St. E.

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

d

Steeles Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
3051 Pharmacy Ave
North Finch
416-490-9219

Pharmacy Rd.

Roa

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

ion

Martin Grove Rd.

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.
A l b 416-740-9870

D r.

Keele St.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Sheppard Ave. E .

Steeles Ave. W.

Si lv er st on e

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Kennedy Rd. Soith

Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy Road
South
289-298-0399

Glidden Rd.

Store Hours

Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm
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Impacted by COVID-19?
Confused about what to do?
Roots Community Services provides support for
Black African Caribbean communities with:
• Food and meal assistance • Mental health services
• Facts about COVID-19 • Self-isolation and quarantine support
Ŏomm;1ঞomv|o1ollmb|u;vou1;v
And much more!

Call us at

647-812-8545
9am-7pm Weekdays
Visit our website at www.rootscs.org
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Guyana to receive Johnson &
Johnson vaccines in August
COME next month, August 2021,
Guyana will be expecting a quantity of
the single-dose Johnson and Johnson
vaccine being manufactured by the
United States. This acquisition is being
pursued by way of an agreement made
with the African Union through the
Caribbean Community (CARICOM),
said Health Minister, Dr. Frank Anthony.
“We have already paid the African
Union to store some Johnson and Johnson vaccine so those would be coming in
August,” Dr. Anthony said on Thursday,
during his daily COVID-19 update with
the Department of Public Information.
It was announced in May that the
government would be making a down
payment of approximately $7.5 million
to the African Union, for 150,000 doses
of the vaccine; once they are received,
the Johnson and Johnson jabs would be
the only single-dose vaccine that Guyana
has been able to purchase.
As it is, the country’s robust vaccination programme has comprised of AstraZeneca, China’s Sinopharm and
Russia’s Sputnik V vaccines, all of
which require a booster shot, before
being administered with the vaccine.
Dr. Anthony had previously related
that once the vaccine arrives, its use
would most likely be directed to persons
residing in the hinterland regions of

Guyana Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony

Guyana, since many of those communities are more difficult to reach.
It was explained then that when

health workers are going into those
areas, they have to remove the vaccines
from its regional storage facilities, then

travel for miles into remote villages to
ensure that the vaccines are administered. This tedious exercise would then
have to repeat itself a few weeks later,
once the second doses of the vaccines
are due.
Since the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) took office in August 2021, it has embarked on an aggressive vaccination effort, which has so far
seen 244, 365 persons receiving their
first jabs of the COVID-19 vaccines; this
accounts for some 50.2 per cent of
Guyana’s entire adult population. As it
is, some 129, 361 persons have been
fully immunised with both doses of the
vaccines; this represents 26.6 per cent of
the country’s adult population.
Dr. Anthony in his update said that
Guyana currently has available, both
doses of the AstraZeneca and the
Sinopharm vaccines; however, it is
awaiting the arrival of another shipment
of the second doses of the Sputnik V.
Notwithstanding this, the first jabs of the
same vaccines continue to be administered. “Once we get those, we will roll it
out, but we expect that once we get it, we
would be able to have a continuous supply,” Dr. Anthony posited.
Even amid the challenges, Guyana
has one of the most robust COVID-19
vaccination programmes in the region.
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Don’t let this happen to you!
A low cost ad in Equality News can
change the message in 2021.
CallD&S
our Ramdeholl
ad department
today for a
& Son Jewellery
Tel: 592-226-2415
no-obligation
quote.
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
647-216-2359
https://www.ramdeholljewellery.com

T°Í6¬¡ÛÉæä°
ňħĢħŉŊĤġĠŊĦĠħĥ
Þ°ÍŲÁĊļÍÈ
Þ°ÍÛ¡ÃäÍÛļÍÈ
>Í³Ã¡ØØĶ
°ääØĶłłØØļÁĊļÍÈł
8fĢĠħ896Ģ

0LQXWHVIURP%HDFKHV

°Í««³¡³Þ³É¡Ø¡É¡ÉäÃČÍĊÉ¡ÉÍØ¡Ûä¡


  
 
  
v

v

v

v

&217$&7
0()25
025(,1)2



22

THURSDAY JULY 29 2021

Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
Raj Kundra and Shipla Shetty

Shah Rukh
Khan Shetty’s
releases
Lawyer
for Shilpa
husband:anthem
he’s innocent
‘Laphao’
for KKR
Shilpa Shetty’s husband Raj Kundra was pro- tion 67a. Rest of the section applied are bailable.
After the famous “Korbo Lorbo Jeetbo
Due to the ongoing coronavirus panduced before the Magistrate Court on Friday, July The Supreme Court had earlier released Munawar
Re,” Shah Rukh Khan’s IPL team Kolkata
demic, IPL 2020 is being conducted in UAE
23, after he was arrested by the Mumbai Crime Farooqui on the same grounds.” According to ANI,
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
Knight Riders (KKR) has a new fan anthem
Branch in connection to a case related to the pro- the Mumbai Police told the court that they suspect
titled “Laphao.” This is the first time that fans Rukh Khan, however, is in UAE supporting
duction of pornographic films. Police have been Raj Kundra indulged in online betting from the
are getting to see SRK appear on-screen after his team Kolkata Knight Riders.
granted custody of the 45-year-old businessman till money he earned from pornography, which is why
his 2018 film Zero.
Shah Rukh Khan said in a statement, “I
July 27.
they are keen to investigate transactions between
Composed and written by Badshah, the
have been attending the matches, and I truly
Speaking to ETimes about Raj Kundra’s ar- Raj Kundra's Yes bank account and United Bank of
miss the energy of our toofani fans. Since we
music video features some great moments
rest, his lawyer, advocate Subhash Jadhav stated Africa account.
have to show our love to each other thoda
from the IPL tournament, the fan reactions
they will move High Court in the matter. Tagging
Raj Kundra’s name was linked to this matter
door se this year, we created a fan anthem that
and of course, Shah Rukh.
the businessman’s arrest as illegal, he added, “Raj when a UK production company, Kenrin, whose
captures the emotions of all our fans aptly and
The music video sends the message that
Kundra’s arrest is illegal. There is not a single video executive, Umesh Kamat was arrested by the pothis year, KKR requests all their fans to show was even launched by them today. It was
which can be called pornographic. A 4000 page lice. The cops had raided a bungalow in Madh Isthe love for their team with social distancing
great fun to interact with the team today, and
charge sheet has been filed but the police were not land in February and busted a live porn video
in mind.
we hope to keep making our fans proud.”
even able to point out any sexually explicit act in filmmaking racket. Kamat was accused of uploadthe video which demonstrated illegality under sec- ing at least eight "pornographic” films.
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Only Parliament can ﬁx death
penalty’s constitutional issues: AG
Attorney General (AG) and Minister of Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall, SC,
last week submitted to Judges of the Appeal Court that the issue over the constitutionality of the death penalty can only
be fully remedied by Parliament.The Attorney General was at the time addressing the Court in the case of three
coastguards who are appealing the death
penalty sentence they were given for the
2009 murder of gold miner, Dwieve
Kant Ramdass.
The case relates to Devon Gordon,
Deon Greenidge and Sherwyn Harte,
three former Guyana Defence Force
coastguards, who were found guilty of
the robbery and murder of Ramdass in
2013.
They were given the death penalty
but have since applied to the Appeal
Court to overturn their sentences by
challenging the constitutionality of the
sentence.
In his capacity as the State’s legal
representative, the AG noted his contentions over the arguments of the attorneys of the appellants that essentially
dubbed the death penalty unconstitutional.
Nandlall noted that while there are
many civil arguments about the human
rights as it relates to the death penalty, it
is still legally a part of Guyana’s legal
framework and constitution.
The AG noted that the remedies
sought by the appellants could not be addressed via the Appeal Court.
“It is the duty of the judges to interpret the law not see what is good for society or not… your function primarily is
that of interpreting the law and giving effect to that interpretation,” the AG said

AG Anil Nandlall

Murder convicts Devon Gordon, Deon Greenidge, and Sherwyn Harte. Appealing death sentences

as he emphasised that the Court’s first allegiance is to the Constitution which is
the supreme law of the land.
Further, the AG said that the Constitution, as is, gives protection to citizens against inhumane treatment. He
said therefore, if the Constitution is to be
amended, it must be done through the
course, which is recommended by law.
“What they are asking for your honours, is for this hounourable court to
step into the realm of Parliament and do
what only Parliament can do and that is
amend the Constitution – the supreme
law – which cannot be done by the judiciary,” Nandlall stated.
The AG’s submission, which was
also supported by Director Public Prosecutions (DPP), Shalimar Ali-Hack,
comes weeks after the Death Penalty
Project, a London-based legal action
charity sponsoring the legal team for the
coastguards’ appeal noted the domino effects of the case, should the death
penalty be declared unconstitutional.
The group which has provided free
legal representation to those facing the
death penalty in the Caribbean and
around the world, believes that that if the
landmark hearing is successful, it could
not only see capital punishment abolished in Guyana, but has the potential to
spark a domino effect across other countries that still retain the death penalty.
“A successful appeal will make
Guyana the final country in South America to abolish the death penalty and influence other retentionist countries in the
Caribbean and the wider Common-

wealth,” the group said in a statement
posted on its website.
Additionally, the group said that the
case could lead to the removal of the
death sentences of the fourteen other inmates on death row. The group predicts
that these sentences will likely be replaced with lighter penalties.
So far, lawyers for the appellants,
Nigel Hughes and Douglas Mendes, SC,
from Trinidad & Tobago, have submitted
that the death penalty is unconstitutional;
and the punishment is arbitrary, irrational, disproportionate, and contrary to
the constitutional principle of the rule of
law.
The Death Penalty Project has facilitated the submission of expert reports
from leading academics Carolyn Hoyle,
Professor of Criminology at the University of Oxford, William Schabas, Professor of Law at Middlesex University; and
Jeffrey Fagan, Professor of Law at Columbia University. They have provided
evidence on the unavoidable risks of arbitrariness in any capital punishment
system; that the imposition of the death
penalty has no bearing on homicide
rates; and that Guyana’s international
obligations prohibit the state from resuming executions.
In one of its recent web postings on
the matter, the Death Penalty Project
outlined a number of factors surrounding
the historic case, including the fact, that
although no executions have been carried out in Guyana since 1997, the State
continues to impose death sentences.
Saul Lehrfreund, Co-Executive Di-

rector of The Death Penalty Project,
said: “This is a hugely significant case –
the first challenge to the constitutionality
of the death penalty in the Commonwealth Caribbean that could pave the
way for abolition across the wider Region. It had previously been assumed
that the constitution protected the death
penalty itself from judicial challenge, but
the appellants now contend that the
death sentence violates core principles of
the constitution and cannot be imposed
on anyone for any crime. We hope the
judges will grasp this opportunity to consign capital punishment to history.”
In 2013, the three former Guyana
Defence Force Coast Guard ranks, Gordon, Greenidge and Harte, were found
guilty of the robbery and murder of
Ramdass. Following a trial, the judge exercised the discretion available to him
and imposed death sentences on all three
defendants.
The men had challenged their sentences and convictions at the Court of
Appeal on January 11, 2021, the Court
of Appeal granted the appellants leave to
introduce fresh evidence at the hearing
of their appeals.
The case is being heard by Justice
of Appeal and Chancellor of the Judiciary, Yonette Cummings-Edwards; Justice of Appeal, Dawn Gregory; and
Justice of Appeal, Rishi Persaud, and is
set to come up for its next hearing at the
Court of Appeal in Kingston, Georgetown, on October 20 and October 21,
2021.
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18 years jail for man found
guilty of sodomising boy, 12
Wazir Potter, a 49-year-old resident
of Garden of Eden, East Bank Demerara
(EBD), who was found guilty of raping
a 12-year-old schoolboy last month, has
been sentenced to 18 years in prison.
The sentence was imposed at the
Georgetown High Court by Justice
Brassington Reynolds, on Potter, who attended court virtually via Zoom from the
Lusignan Prison. He was remanded to
prison, pending sentence last month.
He was found guilty of the crime
committed on August 8, 2018. Potter had
maintained he was not guilty of the
crime throughout the trial in the Georgetown High Court. “I done no wrong and
if I do it, let God come down and cripple
me right here,” the man said in response
to the guilty verdict.
Potter was represented by Attorney,
Everton Singh-Lammy, while the case
against him was presented by State
Counsels, Nafeeza Baig, Sarah Martin
and Latifah Elliot. According to reports,
on the day in question, the victim was
walking along a track located at Garden
of Eden, when Potter snatched him and
took him to a house where he committed
the act.

Wazir Potter: sodomized 12 year old boy

In his impact statement submitted
to the court yesterday, the victim said
that he would feel safe and secure knowing that Potter is behind bars. Before im-

posing the sentence, Justice Reynolds
told Potter that he should be separated
from the rest of society, whose values
and norms he goes against with his

beastly actions.
The judge told Potter that he did not
find any mitigation factors in his favour
and sentenced him to 18 years imprisonment. According to information, the boy
felt someone grab him from behind by
his shirt, put a hand over his mouth and
carried him into the house through the
side door. The report indicated that the
victim only recognised the perpetrator
when he reached into the living room of
the house, and saw that it was Potter.
Potter removed his shirt and his
pants and underpants and took him into
the first bedroom, where he was put to
lie on his belly on a queen-sized bed.
The boy related that Potter undressed in the living room and recalled
that the side door was locked and that it
had a “press in” lock.
After committing the act, Potter reportedly threatened the child to kill him
if he walked through the track again. The
child made a complaint to his relatives
about what Potter had done to him.
The matter was reported and Potter
was arrested. In his defence, Potter had
pleaded not guilty, claiming instead that
the victim’s story was fabricated.

CRIME & COURTS

Venezuelan gangs attack Guyanese miners
Attacks by Venezuelan gangs
on Guyanese – most of them miners
– plying their trade in the Cuyuni
River, Region Seven, have increased
to the point where they are reportedly being threatened to make forced
payments.
Commander of the Region
Seven district, Dion Moore, during
an interview on Tuesday with the
Deputy Director of the Corporate
Communications Unit (CCU) of the
Guyana Police Force (GPF), Stan
Gouveia, said that the gangs “would
stop Guyanese vessels and demand
payments.”
Moore mentioned too that on
some occasions, “they would
threaten them as well” to make the
payments.
The Commander revealed that
the two gangs involved in the attacks
on Guyanese are the Sindicatos and
the Guerrillas. These two gangs operate from the Venezuela shore
mainly in the Eteringbang, Makapa
and Kuruchi areas along the Cuyuni

River.
In order to counter the attacks,
the Commander detailed that joint
river patrols conducted by police
ranks and members of the Guyana
Defence Force (GDF) have been increased in the area.
Based on credible information
received by this media house, one
gang commonly known as “Los
Sindicatos” has been operating in the
area for the last six years. Its base,
according to sources, is located in
the Venezuelan Mining town of El
Dorado.
The gang’s operation in the
Cuyuni district commenced after
they invaded a Venezuelan mine
called Botanamu. During the
takeover of that mine, they had reportedly slaughtered members of a
rival gang that was working there
and took full control of the area extending their territory with checkpoints along the Cuyuni River on the
Venezuela shore.
Their checkpoints are located in

the Makapa and Kurichi areas.
Members of this gang have been accused of harassing and robbing
Guyanese miners working in these
areas. Some of them had in the past,
invaded Guyanese mining camps
and carted off many ounces of gold,
this publication was informed.
Apart from this, they would
also attack Guyanese vessels that refuse to stop at their checkpoints.
In 2018, they had attacked a
vessel and shot a police rank,
Quincy Alexander, who was a passenger on board. That police rank
was airlifted to a city hospital by
helicopter from a nearby mining
camp.
A few years ago, the other gang
known as “los Guerrilleros” or “las
Guerrillas” entered the area and had
setup its base in the Eteringbang
area. Kaieteur News was told that
one of its checkpoints on the
Venezuela shore is located not too
far away from the Guyanese military
base and the Eteringbang Police Sta-

tion.
Both gangs in their respective
territories along the Cuyuni River
are said to be involved in fuel smuggling activities and would harass
Guyanese miners who use the river
to transport their fuel.
They would demand that the
miners pay ‘tax’ on each barrel.
Based on recent information received, the rate is 0.2 to 0.3 grams of
gold on each drum of fuel.
Moreover, if a miner or businessman passes through the territory
of both gangs, then he has to pay
double ‘tax’ – to the Guerrillas and
Sindicatos.
According to information
shared with this newspaper, a
Guyanese who had refused to pay
his ‘taxes’ was attacked by members
of the Guerrilleros gang who tied
him up and threw him into some
bushes, leaving him there all day
without food and water until he decided to pay.
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British city to honour Jamaican
anti-racism activist Campbell
The British city of Bristol is honouring Jamaican-born Princess Campbell, one of the first black hospital ward
sisters there and anti-race activist, by
naming new student halls after her
posthumously, Businesslive has reported.
“The old Royal Infirmary site,
being built for Unite Students, will be
named after Princess Campbell, who
helped lead the city's fight against racial
discrimination,” the news outlet said.
Campbell House, as it will be
called, will have 431 beds when completed and is costing £45m to build. It is
due to open in the summer of 2022, representing it will be Unite Students' 15th
property in the city.
Princess Campbell, who was born
in 1939 and died in 2015, challenged
prejudice in nursing and housing in the
city after she arrived from Jamaica in
1962. She trained as a nurse and became
a ward sister, working at Glenside Hospital in Fishponds, Businesslive said.
She received an MBE for services
to the community in 2011 having campaigned for black people and disadvantaged communities. She was also a
founder member of the Bristol Black
Archives Partnership.
Work on site, which fronts onto
Marlborough Street, was paused during
the early months of the novel coronavirus pandemic, after planning permis-

Princess Campbell: building being named in her honour

sion was granted in February 2020. Construction restarted on site in November.
The former Bristol Royal Infirmary
building and listed chapel at the rear are
both being restored for residential and
community use as part of the redevelop-

ment.
Matthew Loughlin, group development director at Unite Students, said:
“Once complete, Campbell House will
be the jewel in the crown of our properties in Bristol,” said the news outlet.

“The mixed-use development will
create unique space, sensitively combining new with old, in a prime city centre
location. We hope it will become a real
asset for both the city of Bristol more
widely, and for the local community.”

Bob Marley UK home for sale for J$349M
The home where Jamaica's international reggae superstar Bob Marley
first lived when he went to London,
England, to seek fame and fortune is
now up for sale at the whopping ask of
£1.65 million, or about J$349.8 million.
Ridgmount Gardens, located in a
popular Victorian mansion block in
Bloomsbury, the four-bedroom, entrance floor apartment was home to
Robert Nesta Marley in 1972, then not
the reggae icon he later became, London's Metro news reported.
The news outlet said Marley, the
Third World's first megastar, was invited by American soul singer Johnny
Cash to support his UK tour. Marley
and his band, the Wailers, played gigs
around the capital to try and land a big
record deal.
“They ultimately met Chris
Blackwell, owner of independent Island Records which led to international
success and fame for the reggae stars,”
Metro said.
Marley and his Wailers — also
comprising Peter Tosh, Bunny Livingstone, backed by the I-Three — are
most credited for taking reggae from
the sprawling slums of western
Kingston to lofty places like Bucking-

The home where Bob Marley lived when he first went to London, England

ham Palace in England.
“In 2006 for Black History
Month, a blue cultural heritage plaque
for Marley was unveiled at Ridgmount
Gardens by The Nubian Jak Community Trust and Mayor Ken Livingstone,
celebrating it as the first London home
of the “singer, lyricist and Rastafarian
icon,” Metro reported.
“The block, regarded as one of
Bloomsbury's finest, has a red brick

façade typical of the style from when it
was built in the 1890s. Over the years
it's held onto many original features including period fireplaces and windows.
“The flat benefits from access to a
communal resident's garden, as well as
the right to apply for access to Bedford
Square Gardens. Ridgmount Gardens
also has a resident porter. Although the
property is quiet, it's just off Tottenham
Court Road and Goodge Street Sta-

tions, as well as the amenities in the
area.”
Metro quoted Alison Battrick of
the Dexters Marylebone office, which
is handling the sale, as saying: “Ridgmount Gardens has a great history,
once home to the reggae superstar Bob
Marley, and now has a cultural blue
plaque, making it a highly desirable
home.”
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Guyana to get tough on
unvaccinated persons
PROTECTING the lives of every
Guyanese, no matter the cost, remains
the mandate of the Government of
Guyana in the fight against the COVID19 pandemic, President Dr. Irfaan Ali
said while exuding the same tenacity
when speaking about the possibility of
stricter measures against unvaccinated
persons.
“… this is a pandemic; this is not a
joke, and you have to get tough sometimes,” President Ali said in response to
questions from the media on the sidelines of an event at State House on
Thursday. With over 21,733 infections,
and more than 515 deaths since the detection of COVID-19 here in March last
year, the government has intensified efforts to immunise persons against the
deadly malady.
Based on the latest information
from the Ministry of Health, some
244,365 persons, or 50.2 per cent of the
country’s adult population, have taken
the first dose of a COVID-19 vaccine,
while 129,361 persons, or 26.6 per cent
of the adult population, have been fully
vaccinated.
The overarching goal of the government’s intense vaccination drive is to immunise enough persons so that the
country could achieve herd immunity,
and practically overcome the pandemic.
But with there still being a long way to
go, President Ali believes that measures
instituted to combat the disease need to
be balanced so that no one is placed at
risk.
To further emphasise his point, the
Head of State said: “If my friend here has
the vaccine, and I understand different
people have different positions, but if my
friend took this vaccine to protect himself and his family, and Nazima [hypothetically speaking] decides she is not
taking a vaccine, what gives her the right
to put my friend at risk?”
He went on to say: “So, whatever
measure we bring in place has to be a
measure that balances that equation, so
that the responsible act he [the hypothetical friend] made by taking the vaccine
is not subjected to the Nazima’s irresponsibility.”
On the topic of stricter measures
against unvaccinated persons, the Private
Sector Commission (PSC) has already
recommended that its member companies stipulate that their employees who
refuse to be vaccinated provide evidence
of a “medically-current COVID-19 negative test” from infection before reporting to work.
Further, the PSC has urged that the
government makes it mandatory for all
medical and security personnel in frontline contact with other persons to either
be vaccinated or provide evidence of a
medically-current COVID-19 negative
test.
“… and that all places providing
hospitality and entertainment services,
including restaurants, require evidence

Guyana President Irfaan Ali

of either vaccination or a medically-current COVID-19 negative test from its
customers in order for them to receive
service,” the PSC advised.
Referring to the proposals from the
PSC, President Ali said: “At some point,
in order to protect the people, you may
see us raise the level for social places
like restaurants from 40 per cent to 60
per cent, but we add another tier and say
that in order to be in there, you have to
be vaccinated.
“So, if you want to go to Palm
Court, you want to go to the movies, you
want to go to these places, then you have
to be vaccinated. If you are not vaccinated, then you will have to wait a bit.”
The measures being considered are
not unique to Guyana, as the global private sector is also keen on employing
stricter measures against unvaccinated
persons.
In some cases, international businesses have made it mandatory for unvaccinated persons, at their own cost, to
produce a negative polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test.
“So, these are all different models

that the world is looking at in grappling
with a situation, but we have to find the
balance,” President Ali related.
Locally, while mandatory vaccination is still being contemplated on a national level, the Chief-of-Staff of the
Guyana Defence Force (GDF), Brigadier
Godfrey Bess and President Ali defended
a decision to order the compulsory vaccination of soldiers.
Speaking on the side-lines of the
same forum on Thursday, Brigadier Bess
said: “We have a responsibility to ensure
that our soldiers are fit to defend this
country at all costs. There is a saying in
GDF and our soldiers know that once
you join the Guyana Defence Force, it is
service first. Our bodies belong to the
State of Guyana.”
Since the order was issued, 70 per
cent of the soldiers and 100 per cent of
several units have been vaccinated
against COVID-19.
As it is now, three COVID-19 vaccines are available to Guyanese, and
those
are:
Oxford-AstraZeneca,
Sinopharm, and Sputnik V.
In responding to a question on the

price attached to the Sputnik V vaccine
sourced through the United Arab Emirates (UAE), President Ali said: “My
only focus, and the focus of the government, is the protection of the lives of the
people of Guyana. And I’ve made it clear
from Day One, that I’m going after the
vaccines; that we are going after the vaccines. There is no price when it comes to
the life of the people of this country; we
tried every single source.
“We tried every single manufacturer; we tried every single embassy, ambassador, country, state, to get the
vaccine. And the only thing that matters
to me is that we were able to get it. And
I know, I know that it has helped us
tremendously in the fight against
COVID-19.”
The President further affirmed that
despite the challenges, every effort is
being made to source vaccines.
“Some came in last week… we’re
hoping very soon another set will be
coming, and then it will be coming in
batches after that,” the Head of State related.
Specific to the younger generation,
President Ali reiterated that once Guyana
gets the Pfizer vaccine, it will be going
to children.
In May, U.S. President Joe Biden
announced that he will share 80 million
vaccines with the rest of the world. Last
month, he disclosed that of the first 25
million tranches of doses to be sent overseas, seven million of those will go to
Latin America and the Caribbean.
The White House had stated that the
initial 25 million doses will be shipped
from existing federal stockpiles of Pfizer,
Moderna and Johnson and Johnson vaccines.
A research from a 2000-plus sample
size in 2020 had shown that the PfizerBioNTech vaccine is 100 per cent effective in preventing the COVID-19 virus
in children ages 12 through 15.
In late 2020, the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) allowed emergency use of the vaccine from age 16.
This year, the vaccine was given to children in the US from ages 12 to 15.
Should Guyana receive those vaccines soon, it would be a major boost, especially in the country’s efforts to reopen
schools and reignite the education system.
“The medium to long term impact
of COVID-19 will be felt after you have
an assessment of the impact on the education system. Many countries are already getting frightening reports in terms
of the impact. “I’ve been travelling
around this country. And I know I’ve
seen children who ought to have been in
school, they’re out of the system. So, we
have to get back to school,” President Ali
related.
To this end, the President said that
teachers and parents need to be vaccinated so that the conditions could be created for the physical return to school.
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Refugee represents T&T in Tokyo,
but may not be able to return
ELDRIC Sella’s Olympic dream
will become a reality as he left Trinidad
on Tuesday for Tokyo, but it is uncertain
when the boxer will return to this country as he did not get the necessary approval to return.
For the last few weeks, there has
been a level of uncertainty surrounding
Sella’s appearance at the 2021 Tokyo
Olympic Games. Sella, who was born in
Venezuela, was chosen to represent the
Olympic Refugee Team as a middleweight (75kg) boxer.
This is the second time an Olympic
Refugee Team will compete at the
Olympics.
Sella left Trinidad on Tuesday for
Guyana which will be his first stop on
his way to Japan.
Sella, 24, is set to be one of 29 athletes competing in 12 disciplines in the
Olympics which run from July 23 to
August 8. Sella has been living in TT
since 2018.
As a refugee living in Trinidad
Sella required an exemption from the
Ministry of National Security to leave
Trinidad and return.
Despite leaving for Japan, Sella
has not received approval from the Government to return to TT. On Wednesday,
Minister of National Security Fitzgerald
Hinds confirmed this.
Asked if everything is in place for
Sella to return to TT, Hinds said, “No I
don’t think his documents are in order
to come back to Trinidad. He did leave
Trinidad yesterday (Tuesday) as far as I
learnt...I, therefore, wish him well and
every success in his endeavour.”

Eldric Sella: representing Trinidad even though he’s a refugee

Explaining what is required of
Sella to return to TT, Hinds said, “If he
wants to return he makes an application.
We now have a visa requirement in
place with Venezuela which we introduced pretty recently because of the
heavy number of Venezuelans coming
here. We had no restrictions, but now
we have a visa requirement. Any
Venezuelan wanting to come into
Trinidad now must of course apply for
a visa as we do when we go to other
countries and it will be considered and
granted or not granted as the authorities
think fit.”

Hinds said he is uncertain if Sella
had a passport when he left Trinidad.
Sella’s relationship with TT began
in 2017 when he travelled to TT for
multiple boxing events. He was then invited by the World Boxing Council
(WBC) to complete two short courses
under the council’s programme to enhance his boxing skills.
He later applied to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
to stay in TT.
Chairman
of
the
WBC’s
amateur/world youth professional programme for Central America and the

Caribbean Buxo Potts believes Sella has
the potential to medal at the Olympics.
In an interview in early July, Potts
said, “When he came here to box he
came here on a WBC card and I saw the
potential in him.”
Potts, a boxing promoter in TT,
said Sella made an immediate impression.
“He was sparring with (TT boxer)
Sheldon Lawrence and he was beating
the life out of Sheldon Lawrence. He
was really giving Sheldon Lawrence a
rough time.
“I said, ‘You are definitely special.’”
Potts said once Sella’s conditioning is up to standard he could deliver in
Tokyo. “I am thinking that the talent he
has, (as) long as he could make the condition that is required to execute on his
talent, he could definitely medal.”
Potts said Sella’s father was integral in his success.
“He is a very skilful trainer.”
Describing the Venezuelan’s boxing style, Potts said, “Sella can mix it up
and he can be technical, and that’s some
of the attributes that he can bring to the
ring. He can read a fighter’s move and
skilfully counter move. He is a good
counter puncher…he can brawl if it
comes to that and then he can step back
out and box.
“I think they will have a lot of
problems with him out there…he is a
good fighter.”
Potts said on Wednesday he is disappointed Sella had to leave Trinidad so
late and he may suffer from jet lag.

The Hundred opener breaks crowd records
THOUSANDS of ticket sales for
the 100-ball competition have seen
The Hundred off to a successful start.
A terrestrial audience of 1.6 million watched the opening game of The
Hundred, making it the most watched
women’s cricket match ever televised
on the BBC.
Oval Invincibles beat Manchester
Originals at the Kia Oval on Wednesday.
In a game streamed live 180 000
times on iPlayer, Invincibles’ captain
Dane van Niekerk hit 56 not out, sealing victory with two balls remaining.
The Originals had set the hosts a
target of 136 to win. Broadcast simultaneously on BBC Two and Sky
Sports, the peak combined viewing
figures of 1.95 million meant the
game broke UK viewing records for
women’s cricket – surpassing the peak
audience of 1.24 million who watched
last week’s England v India T20.

More than 3.8M people watched
at least three minutes of the game
across all channels and nearly 35% of
the audience was female.
The crowd of 7 395 in attendance
at the Oval also broke the modern-day
record for a domestic women’s match.
They saw the Invincibles lose
four early wickets in their run chase,
with the home side 36-4 before van
Niekerk and Marizanne Kapp put on a
partnership of 73.
The Hundred’s managing director, Sanjay Patel, said the new format’s debut was “a thrilling match”
with “a brilliant atmosphere inside the
crowd with lots of families and children”.
“The Hundred is all about throwing cricket’s doors open for everyone,
and the response to last night’s game
has been remarkable. We know this is
only the first game and there is a still a
lot of hard work ahead,” he added.

Thousands of people bought tickets for The Hundreds series
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Put former
immigration
officers to
work for you!

905-949-0663

For all your catering
needs please call
905-949-0663 or
email us at
charliescaribbeancuisine@hotmail.com
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Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Buying or selling real estate is a very important decision, probably the largest financial commitment you will ever make with a lasting impact on your life.
Whether you are purchasing for the first time or planning to sell your existing home, we will
help you navigate through the entire process as simply and stress free as possible to help
you achieve your goals.
We are well supported by a team of financial and legal experts, qualified home inspectors, appraisers and other professionals if needed. We are confident you will enjoy our professional
and enthusiastic style of doing business and our knowledge of the real estate market.

BAIN THOMPSON

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

