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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
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celebrated his
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Covid? What Covid? Canadian
groundhogs call for an early Spring
By Niraj Sharma
It would appear that the Covid 19
pandemic currently raging across the
country mattered little to two Canadian
groundhogs.
The creatures both predicted am
early Spring on Tuesday -- February 2,
better known as Groundhog Day.
The weather-predicting groundhogs delivered their annual forecasts
over video due to the COVID-19 pandemic, though one was missing in action.
Nova Scotia's most famous
groundhog, Shubenacadie Sam, was
the first to make his prediction, hesitantly emerging from his pint-sized
barn and apparently failing to see his
shadow.
At exactly 8 a.m. local time, the
door to Sam's enclosure was opened,
but the pudgy rodent refused to come
out at first.
With a winter storm descending
on the Maritimes overnight, there was
a steady snowfall as Sam emerged
from his den and waddled a few paces
from the front door.
The annual tradition at the Shubenacadie Wildlife Park north of Halifax
usually attracts scores of schoolchildren, but not this year. There were few
onlookers Tuesday as the event was

broadcast live on Facebook to comply
with COVID-19 health protocols.
As usual, Shubenacadie Sam was
the first groundhog in North America
to make a prediction.
In Val d'Espoir on Quebec's
Gaspe peninsula, Fred La Marmotte
was also reluctant to leave his miniature cabin.
When the rodent did finally
emerge during the livestreamed event,
his handler held him to his ear and said
he had predicted an early spring.
In Wiarton, Ont., the community's
famous albino groundhog, Wiarton
Willie, was nowhere to be seen as officials called an early spring after throwing a fur hat into the air -- a move they
said hearkens back to the tradition's
first edition more than 60 years ago.
“The committee decided to pay
tribute to the first prediction (which
did not include a groundhog, only a fur
hat) because it was the 65th anniversary this year and we were not able to
host a live event due to COVID,” the
town's deputy clerk said in an email.
The spring forecast was delivered
by Janice Jackson, the mayor of the
Town of South Bruce Peninsula, in a
pre-recorded video that also included a
brief history of the event.
Meanwhile, those south of the
border were told to expect six more

Wiarton Willie says we’re in for an early Spring

weeks of winter as Pennsylvania's
Punxsutawney Phil emerged from his
burrow.
The critter performed his Groundhog Day duties over livestream, with
more than 15,000 viewers tuning in at
one point. No spectators were allowed
in person due to the pandemic, but
cardboard cutouts were included to
mimic their presence.
A member of Phil's “inner circle”
noted the uniqueness of the past year.
“People have been referencing
Groundhog Day. It has felt like at
times we're all living the same day

over and over again,” one of the members said. “Groundhog Day also shows
us that the monotony ends. The cycle
will be broken.”
According to folklore, if a
groundhog doesn't see his shadow on
Groundhog Day, spring-like weather
will soon arrive. However, if the pugnosed critter spots his shadow, winter
will drag on.
Folklorists say the Groundhog
Day ritual may have something to do
with Feb. 2 landing midway between
winter solstice and spring equinox, but
no one knows for sure.

Guyana 2020: The positives
By Freddie
Kissoon
On the positive side of 2020,
Guyana is not
likely to see the
repeat of Burnhamism. This
country defeated
PNC dictatorship for the second time –
once in 1992 and August 2020. We
have no evidence to go on but we
would like to think that Guyanese in
and out of this land have internalized
the meaning of the defeat of rigged
elections.
Had the PNC succeed in its rigging, we were going right back to the
“invincible” mentality of Burnham.
Guyana would have had policies enacted that came out of the head of its
maximum leader even though they
were irrelevant to the country (like
mass games and compulsory national
service) just as it happened with Forbes
Burnham. The year 2020 must always
be remembered for the final exposure
of the PNC. That has to be the biggest
positive of last year.
Secondly, I believe in 2020 we
had seen the last of the Carter-Price article in the constitution that dictates the
present shape of the election commis-

sion. Fifteen years ago, organizations
like the OAS warned Guyana about the
format of the elections commission. It
was an enduring obscenity, never seen
in another country. GECOM is effectively administered by the representatives of two political parties only – PPP
and PNC. Nothing in politics could be
more sickening.
Here now is a story about the inherent evil of the current shape of
GECOM that happened last year that
has never been given publicity because
the then opposition PPP, the other small
opposition parties and the press did not
know about it. Lips remain tight in the
PNC and AFC since July last year on
this story. I doubt they will ever talk
about it. I got it from inside the war
room of the APNU+AFC. I assert that I
trust my source deeply.
There was a plan to thwart a declaration based on the CARICOM observed recount should the Court of
Appeal sustain the decision of the
Chief Justice (ag) that the recount issue
was settled by a higher court – the
Caribbean Court of Justice. The three
GECOM commissioners from APNU
would resign together. With that occurrence, GECOM could not have convened to formally issue the election
results. Granger would have taken his
sweet time to nominate their replace-

ments.
What this decision shows it is the
congenital insanity that lie at the core
of GECOM. If you have party personnel that administer a national election,
why anyone thinks they are going to
continue to administer the process
when their party is losing? The year
2020 marked the final rites of GECOM
as we know it. One would like to think
that there cannot be a sane person anywhere in the world that would continue
to support the election body of a country run by persons placed there by their
respective political parties.
But there are more related positives to take from 2020. It is inevitable
that election laws will change so as to
make post-voting tampering almost impossible. One can anticipate two new
directions. One is that all accredited
observers will be allowed to be present
during the counting, and two, statements of poll (SOPs) will be given to
all observers, contestants and the media
right after they have been signed off.
GECOM of course will immediately
upload those SOPs to its website.
One of the optimistic trends that
we observed in 2020 was the non-political role of the army. Under Forbes
Burnham, the army was reduced to a
goon squad for Burnham’s insane politics. There is now concrete evidence

that the army was part of the planning
of the assassination of Walter Rodney.
Former army boss, Godwin Mc Pherson, admitted that to a certain pro-PNC,
racist trade union leader that the army
was involved. David Hinds has betrayed Rodney because he was privy to
that information. Let him deny it, and I
will get more specific.
As the election rigging was taking
place, the police force became compromised. Its involvement on the side of
APNU+AFC was on full display. But
the army maintained its distance during
those five months. There were reports
that the army displayed professional
ethics in September after Indians were
attacked, robbed and beaten in Region
Five. There were several reports that
army ranks came to the rescue of many
victims.
Finally, the maturing of the young
people of Guyana was definitely a plus
for this country in 2020. They were
part of several political parties that contested the elections and chose their
country’s survival over ethnic loyalty.
One hopes that this rise of consciousness will concretize in their psyche and
shape a humane Guyana that will never
see again what we saw in Region Five
last September.
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Stop
the games,
AGDiaspora
Williams
Tapping
into the
It isdecision
welcome
news indeed
The
by Guyana
Attorneythat
Genthe
Government
of
Guyana
is
moveral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
ing
establish
a critical
with
theto
decision
by Chief
Justice link
Roxanne
the
diaspora
in
an
effort
to
integrate
George-Wiltshire’s findings that last Deoverseas
Guyanese
into the
cember’s based
No-confidence
vote against
the
development
plans
of
the
country.
government was constitutional, is grasping
In a panel discussion earlier
at straws.
this week, President Irfaan Ali said
“The Honourable Chief Justice Roxhis government
intends to “harness
anne
George-Wiltshire
misdi-rethe innovative ideas,erred
and and
human
rected herself
in law
when
she ruled
that
source
capacity
that
reside
in the
dithe
motion
of
no-confidence
upon
a
diviaspora, through the formation of a
sion vote of
33:32 members of the National
Diaspora
Committee.”
Assembly
wasthat
validly
passed
the requiHe said
while
theasnew
oil
and
industry
provided
many opsite gas
majority
of all the
elected members
of
portunities
for
people
in
the
Diasthe National Assembly, pursuant to article
pora
to get
involved
in the
106 (6)
of the
constitution,”
the Attorney
development
of
the
homeland,
that
General contends in his appeal.
is not
only area
focus for the
In the
her decision,
CJ of
George-Wiltshire
innovation.
However,
he
said the
explained that in getting a majority, one
revenue from oil and gas will proside must acquire one more than the other
vide the funding for new opportuniside. An absolute majority, she said, as
ties
in which the Diaspora could
specified
by the constitution, is a majority
participate.
Of course, we’ve been hearing

for
decades
now
from successive
of all
Members
of Parliament
present regovernments
in
Guyana
about
plans
gardless if they are present or not. The
to
establish
meaningful
links
withmachief
justice concluded
that an
absolute
the
Diaspora.
None
have
really
jority is 33.
panned
out.she ruled, the motion was conAs such,
This
time, however, Ali seems
stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.
to be genuine. He gave similar asThis means that the Granger government
surances to our publisher, Bhaskar
must abide by the constitution, which says
Sharma,
during the latter’s visit to
they
must
step down
electionsreGuyana, where
heand
wascallwarmly
within 90
the date ofand
the no
conficeived
bydays
theofPresident
other
dence vote,
which was December 21, 2018.
senior
ministers.
ItThey
is reasonable
to expecta that
the
all indicated
willingness
Granger
is sworn
to
to
work administration,
with Equalitywhich
News,
as the
weekly
voice
for Guyanese
uphold the
constitution,
will abideinbyNorth
it,
America,
in
developing
the
Diasnow that its bid to overturn the vote has
pora
link, and
among the areas disbeen found
lacking.
cussed
with
Sharma
were an illegal
If it fails to do so, it becomes
opportunities
administration. in the tourism sector.
For us, this was welcome news.
The move by Williams, therefore,
As our readers know, Equality
seems to us just another attempt to forestall
News has been engaged in the prothe inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on
motion
of tourism in Guyana for
to
power.
decades, with the travel arm of our
group producing six high quality

videos
Guyana’s
eco-atLegalpromoting
minds everywhere
have said
that
tractions
in
association
with
Disthe government has no ground to stand on
cover
WorldAll
Canada.
via this Your
latest appeal.
it is doing is dragThe
proposed
Diaspora
Comging the country through political uncermittee
harness
the innovatainty at will
a timealso
when
clear leadership
is
tive
ideas,
and
human
resource
needed to move the nation forward in terms
capacity that reside in the diaspora,
of dealing with its own fledgling oil econAli said.
omy, as well as the international crisis in
He added that there was “great
Venezuela,
next door.
potential”right
in skills
in the Diaspora
Security
issues
home are
also parawhich
could
be at
tapped
to develop
mount,
with crimeinseeming
to be on
an
the
homeland
new ways,
includever-increasing
that includes
the
ing
leadershiptrajectory
in economic
transforshooting last
week oftransformation,
one of Guyana’s most
mation,
political
social
transformation,
environmencelebrated
expatriates, Dr Brian
O’Toole,
tal
transformation
and
human
transand murders that are happening almost
formation.
every day.
HeWilliams
pointedandtoPresident
the importance
AG
Granger of
the
Government’s
might
also be accused development
of trying to buy time
plans
and indicated that its ultimate
to use the offices they hold to try to disgoal is to create a better life for all.
credit any opposition they may face at the
In order to create the enabling
polls, including using the state-controlled
environment
that will take the counmedia
as
well
as
law enforcement
to
try into the future,
President tactics
Ali said
that his administration will work on

fixing
theinto
current
hindrance
bring
them
disrepute.

Dear Friends,
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years
Dear Editor,
ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í
community. As we have no clergy in the
According to reports in the press reBahá’í Faith we found employment in varicently, the Government of Guyana has
ous fields of education. 21 years ago we
announced that it shall be undertaking
started School of the Nations which began
the enormous task of completely rehabilwith 5 children and has now grown to a comitating and restoring the now very demunity of more than 3,500. We have partnercrepit and ramshackle City Hall building
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
in Georgetown to its former beauty.
London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the
This initiative is most commendUK that allow us to offer internationally acable, timely and magnanimous and
credited undergraduate and graduate propoints
to the consistency of the President
grammes.
The School ofinNations
has been
and
the Government
honouring
thea
source of great
joygave
to us in
as their
we have
seen our
commitment
they
manifesto
graduates
serve
in
important
capacities
of enhancing Georgetown. It is a well-in
Guyanafact
and that
otherthe
partcurrent
of the world.
known
opposition
then agarners
new chapter
opened
SunpartyBut
always
more
than last
double
day
when
I
was
shot
outside
my
home
by
the votes than those obtained by the
what many
people believe
may be someone
party
in central
government,
which
from the
community.
I was informed
shows
theNations
altruism
of the government.
onlyThis
yesterday
that structure
this news has
reached
the
iconic
which
was
Daily Mail and
the1889,
Times and
in the
UK and
constructed
since
which
wasas
such
wanted
to
share
this
update.
scrupulously maintained for more than a
Sincebyone
the bullets
shattered my
century
theofvery
City Council,
to
bone and
damaged proudly
the arteryserved
in my arm
which
it belongs,
as aa

great amount of time and effort has now been
devoted to my own care in one of the very
key
tourist attraction and hosted many
good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of
concerts, recitals and other cultural accourse, the other major priority has been the
tivities including civic receptions for vissafety of the school community. Our team at
iting heads of state and government.
Nations has been working tirelessly to adWhy the Council just sat over the
dress thatand regain the peace and compolast 25 years or more and did virtually
sure we have had at Nations for more than
nothing to maintain the structure, but
two decades.
rather opting to just sit inside and squabThis violent action from a member of the
ble over very frivolous matters, is just
public is totally new in Guyana and unprecebeyond everyone’s wildest imagination.
dented. But it would appear that it has been
Were they just Philistines who had no
fuelled by social media where initial comappreciation
for historical or artistic valments
by athey
handful
students
in Guyana
has
ues,
were
cultural
barbarians
or was
commentsWhatever
from a small
itbeen
justtransformed
irrationalbypolitics?
it
group
of
students
in
North
American
and
was, it is clear that the Council preferred
intosome
aggressive
and dangerous
statetogrew
await
fairy godmother
to come
ments.and
It was
a dramatic
example to usofofthe
the
along
fund
the preservation
very
real
dangers
of
social
media
which
drabuilding that they own and occupy,
matically
escalated
the this
shooting
whilst
they
chose totouse
timeon
to Sunilleday night.
So on hundreds
the one hand
we are now
gally
give away
of millions
of
trying
to
look
at
the
physical
challenges
to
dollars in interest waivers to delinquent
overcomeowners
to make
ourfound
schoolfavour
community
property
who
with
safe
for
everyone.
But
the
other
challenge
is
them, money which they could have
to tryon
to reflect
on the source
of such actions.
used
the building’s
upkeep.
InThe
the final
analysisexcuse
these terrible
actions,
whimsical
always
pro-

whether here or in other countries, are a
symptom of the breakdown in society and as
vided
for not maintaining that and other
such we need radical steps to address social
municipal buildings in the city, is that
issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
they were cash strapped, a most imprusharing now is the solution across Georgedent justification given when everyone
town or Guyana we wanted to share the supis aware of the lavish spending that was
port and training we are giving to our
undertaken on overseas travel, on the
students in Nations. I recently took a group
purchase of fancy vehicles, on pointless
of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister
projects such as constructing an unfinschool in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acadished presidential park on Merriman’s
emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn
Mall, attempting to convert a recreabout the power of the arts but more imporational space in Bel Air Park into their
tantly to learn about social issues and what
private
housing estate, on contracting out
youth can
do to address
This
has been
refuse
collection
andthem.
other
municipal
part of anrather
ongoing
programme
training
at
services
than
doing theofjobs
themNations
and
indeed
at
our
house
on
this
reselves as they once did, etc. during this
flective process.
period.
Several
agoadvice
, we started
A bit months
of sound
to thea weekly
central
programme
with
6th
Formers
helping
government as they embark on stuthis
dents
from
Forms
1,
2,
and
3
get
together
to
mammoth project is that they ensure that
study
material
to the
life
the
role
of therelated
Council
be purpose
nothingofmore
and
how
to
lead
moral
and
fulfilling
lives
as
than mere spectating, as it is public
well as how tothat
deal with
the is
turbulence
charknowledge
there
a complete
acteristic
of
youth
today
whether
in
Guyana
dearth of transparency and accountabilor any
in the world.
There are now
ity,
andcountry
competence
and professionalism
seventeen
6th Formers
at
City Hall.
This is supporting
evidencedthis
byprothe

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
sport, and drama to facilitate these discusfact that they even botched the only
sions.
maintenance work that they did to the
Surely now part of our conversation has
building when they replaced the original
got to be how do we address the social issues
wooden windows with PVC windows, a
and definitely at the same time take the neccomplete no-no in heritage building conessary steps to deal with threats and vioservation, using dissimilar architectural
lence. These activities have proven really
surfaces and fittings.
stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
Preserving historic buildings is vital
some of the challenges the youth face all
to understanding our nation’s heritage,
over this country and indeed all over the
and therefore I would like to recommend
world. We have been very fortunate in this
that the Government puts in place a speprocess to have had youth from the UK,
cial team to manage this project with
Canada
and other
countries tosuch
help as
develop
competent
personalities
memthis
intervention.
Partly
the
idea
of
sharing
bers of the National Trust, Guyana Herthis
message
is simply
explore one
itage
Society,
formertoengineers
of rethe
sponse
to
the
growing
violence
in
our
sociCity Council, Berkley Wickham, Egbert
ety.
Carter, Cephas James and Lloyd AlIn theengineers
final analysis
challenges
canof
leyne,
thatthese
have
a wealth
only
be addressed
by us all working
together.in
knowledge,
experience
and prowess
Heartfelt greetings
conservation
and restoration of cultural
Dr.
Brian
O’Toole,
MBE
heritage, and other personalities
such as
Director,Joao
School
of the
Nationson the St.
Carleton
who
worked

to development,
such
as
lack
of
transforThey may think these are strategic
mativebutinfrastructure,
modernised
moves,
the drama is being
seen by the
healthcare
system
and
modernised
international community for what it is: a
education
system
among
others.
desperate
attempt
to hold
onto power.
The
We
know
that
many
Guyanese
global community has communicated as
in the Diaspora are anxious to be a
much to the Guyana government.
part of the pivotal development in
To add to the woes, the Guyana Electheir
homeland, and would be
tions
Commission,
by a geriatric
pleased to take headed
advantage
of any opchairman
who
has been
ill health,
is now
portunity
offered
tointhem
to lend
saying
that thein
agency
will not be prepared
their skills
that regard.
to holdWe
elections
until July
– four months
trust that
President
Ali will
after
it is constitutionally
do one
better than hisdue.
predecessors
and
seethe
thischairman
plan through.
Since
of the agency was
Guyana
is
one
of the
few counhandpicked by the Granger
administration,
tries
intothe
world
where
its Diaspora
we
have
openly
wonder
whether
this,
is
so
patriotic
to
the
homeland.
This
too, is another delaying tactic by the govis a vast resource of untapped poernment.
tential,
people who are ready to do
It’s time to stop the games and call the
their part if only they are given the
elections now.
chance.
Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is
Let’s hope that door is opened,
atand
stake.
quickly.

Open
Letter:
Violent
act
won’t
stop
me
Preserving historic buildings is vital to our heritage

Equality

GUY-TRINI

& South Asian News

Publisher:
BhaskarBhaskar
SharmaSharma
Editor-in
Chief:
Bhaskar
Sharma
Editor-in-Chief:
Equalitygroup@rogers.com
EqualityGroup@rogers.com
Editor:
Nishad Sharma
Co-Publisher:
Nishad Sharma
Annual subscription: $104.00 (including postage)

Co-Publisher: Nishad Sharma
Youth & Sport: Avishkar Sharma

George’s Cathedral restoration project.
Yours truly,
Jermain Johnson

Equality News is the largest weekly newspaper serving Guyanese and
(416-759-2359)
Equality@idirect.com
Contributors: Niraj Sharma, Freddie Kissoon,
Contributors:
Bobby Verra,
USARajkumar, Dr Kumar Mahabir, Dr Vishnu Bisram
Donald Ramotar,
Cliff
Legal Advisor: Kawal Totaram (USA)
Leon Saul, Parvati Persaud (Guyana)
Jailal Kisoon
For
advertising
in
Ontario
or
nationally,
call(Guyana|)
Marie Sharma 416-759-2359
Gideon Hanooman Singh (T&T)
Roop Sharma (Canada)
Jai Maharaj 868 762-4549 (Caribbean) or 647 -216 2359
Chet Sharma (Canada)
jainarinemaharaj@gmail.com
View
Equality
News
every
week online (ads included)
Ramko Kalicharan (Florida)
Creative
Solutions & Layout:
Niraj Sharma (Toronto)
Advertsing:
Marie Sharma
Chief Photographer: Narad Prashad
(USA) readers
Caribbean
in Canada.

www.EqualityNews.ca
www.equalitynews.ca

Vishnu Bisram (New York)

Equality News International is published by Equality News Incorporated.
1560
Brimley Rd;
Suite- 206,
Scarborough,
Ontario,
M1P 3G9
Canada,
20 Moeller
Court
Toronto,
Ontario,
Canada
--M1E
5B9
Tel: 416-759-6397,
Fax: 416-759-5359,
Email:
EqualityGroup@rogers.com
DIRECT
647 216 2359
• 416
759 2359

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4 2021

7

MORTGAGE



IN



ANY

SITUATI
T ON









Ê

Ê







 

















 







 









THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4 2021

8

EQUALITY NEWS

Guyana government to adjust
debt ceilings: Dr Ashni Singh
In a bid to regularize several issues
unearthed after assuming office in 2020,
as well as to facilitate new financing for
a transformative development agenda,
government has moved to increase the
ceilings for domestic and external debt.
Earlier this week, Dr. Ashni Singh,
Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with Responsibility for Finance, tabled two orders in Parliament
proposing adjustments to the two ceilings.
It was proposed that the domestic
debt ceiling be increased to $500 billion, almost 3 decades after the last upward revision to $150 billion, in 1994.
Additionally, a new external borrowing
ceiling of $650 billion was proposed,
three decades after its last increase to
$400 billion.
The move to increase the domestic
debt ceiling was influenced by several
factors, one of which is the existence of
a large Consolidated Fund overdraft at
the Bank of Guyana, accumulated over
the last 5 years.
Government is now seeking to
remedy this situation through the issuance of appropriate instruments.
However, if the overdraft were to be addressed under the existing ceiling for
domestic debt, a breach would result. In
addition, government would require the
issuance of new domestic instruments,
in future, to finance various policy initiatives, and to stimulate development

of the domestic financial market.
Meanwhile, the move to increase
the external debt ceiling is to accommodate the existing level of external debt
contracted, plus anticipated new borrowing to fund government’s development agenda.
Importantly, these revisions to the
external and domestic debt ceilings do
not threaten Guyana’s long-term debt
sustainability, given the substantial economic progress made since the early to
mid-1990s (when the ceilings were last
revised) and the country’s robust economic outlook. At the time of the last
revision in 1991,
Guyana’s external debt ceiling was
set at more than 1,000 percent of GDP.
In contrast, the new proposed external
debt ceiling would amount to less than
60 percent of GDP, using the latest 2020
GDP estimates. On the domestic side,
when last revised in 1994, Guyana’s domestic debt ceiling was set at almost
200 percent of GDP. In stark contrast,
the revised domestic debt ceiling would
amount to less than 50 percent of GDP.
The above-mentioned comparisons
clearly depict that Guyana’s current
debt carrying capacity could safely accommodate the proposed ceiling increases.
In sum, this landmark move serves
to regularize and accurately reflect significant liabilities accumulated over the
last five years and harness Guyana’s

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've
a cooking channel called
“From Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being added so be sure to check me out
on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and
Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

debt-carrying capacity to finance government’s transformative development
agenda. This latest move is consistent
with the incumbent administration’s

sterling track record of prudent debt
management in the course of safeguarding Guyana’s long-term fiscal and debt
sustainability.

Parsuram Sharma lived
life on his terms
Parsuram (Sharo) Sharma passed on
January 24, 2021 in Orlando, Florida at
age 74.
Sharo was born in Triumph Village,
Guyana to the late Pandit Ramnarine and
Mrs Gomti Sharma. He grew up with
brothers Krishna, Pandit Chidanand,
Bhaskar and sister Rani. As he got older,
he attended Sawmi College at Cove and
John High school where he met a beautiful girl that sparked his passion for family, marriage and children.
Sharo went on to a career in management at the famous Mecdeci in
Georgetown where he became a valued
employee. As he settled in his career he
then proceeded to the next phase in life
which is marriage and family. He did join
hands in marriage with his love, Soorsatti
(Dolly). His other accomplishments was
being a father. He always wanted children and considered himself lucky to
have two, son Deepak and daughter
Mala.
Sharo and his loving wife decided
that life in Guyana left a lot to be desired
and sought greener pastures, and higher
education. The United States seems like
the destination to make that a reality. He
applied to Brooklyn College there and
later graduated with a BA (Hons). After
achieving all he wanted, destiny played
another role. He remained a loving father,
and taught his children to enjoy every
moment life has to offer.
He is pre-deceased, by former wife

Soorsatti (Dolly) and mother of his loving children, Deepak and Mala, brother
of the late Krishna, Pandit Chidanand,
Bhaskar, sister Rani and wife Debbie.
Grandchildren Luke, Anjali, Archana and
Jaden Sharma.
An ocean of ink can be written about
the life and death of Sharo, but he was an
individual who lived life by his own values, and shared memories by his loving
family who will forever miss his love,
and kindness that was so spectacular even
from a distance. His love for family was
his greatest gift and never failed from expressing it in the simplest of ways.
One of his life’s lessons to his children and many nieces and nephews was
to always give the benefit to others without regard to their actions. He was indeed
a beneficiary of many such misguided
sentiments, but always resorted to his famous last words that laments, they are
writing their own book. In those words,
he was trying to say that he longed for an
understanding heart, but the notion of
“Que Sera Sera”prevailed. He indeed had
a gift of saying so much with so few
words.
His love for music, in particular, his
mastery of the harmonium, will be forever remembered and remain close to the
heart strings of his family, especially son
Deepak and daughter Mala. He left us
broken but we pray that his soul attains
Moksha.
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Caribbean, Mexico slapped with travel restrictions
By Marie Sharma
New travel restrictions announced
by the Federal government on the
Caribbean has left many people stranded
in the region.
The travel restrictions are meant to
discourage Canadians from taking vacations in sunnier destinations, but they
are now a major roadblock for those with
loved ones in the Caribbean and Mexico,
which was also included in the restrictions.
The federal government announced
Friday morning that Canada's major airlines are suspending services to some
sun destinations, including the
Caribbean and Mexico. The restrictions
will run to April 30.
The government is also introducing
mandatory testing at airports for people
returning to Canada. Travellers will then
have to wait up to three days at an approved hotel for their test results, at their
own expense, which is expected to be
more than $2,000.
The measures are an effort to curb
the further importation of COVID-19
cases, but some say it leaves them with
no options to see loved ones back home
in case something happens.
"I think it's a serious worry, a serious concern for me," said Leslie KumarMisir, executive director of the Canada
Caribbean Society of Ottawa.
Like thousands of people in the National Capital Region, Kumar-Misir is

has gathered that ExxonMobil was

Travel restrictions will be in effect until April 30

from the Caribbean and has family still
living there. He said with some in his
family getting older, not having the option to see them at all is troubling.
Hugo Crespo, president of the Mexican-Canadian Cultural Association of
Ottawa-Gatineau, said "it's a worrisome
situation."
"If anything happens, what can we
do? I mean, [I'm] heartbroken, but this is
the road as early as possible. In that en-

where we are," Crespo said.
"I still have brothers and sisters and
my mother living in Mexico ... and my
grandmother. My grandmother is 105years-old."
Crespo said he believes families
should still be able to fly home easily to
see family if need be, and that it's unfortunate that government has taken such an
extreme approach to international travel.

Mobil is eager to move along and from

Others think the restrictions are a move
in the right direction.
"I think that the government is taking the right measures to stop the spread
of the virus here in Canada," said Alicia
Mayer with UNAM-Canada, a Mexican
university in Gatineau. Mayer said if
there was anything urgent that required
her to fly back home, she would try to
make other arrangements.
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Man under probe for murder of second
wife charged with murder of first wife
After 12 years, a case the police say
had gone cold has been revived and a
charge laid yesterday against Portland
businessman Everton “Beachy Stout”
McDonald for the murder of his first
wife, Marlene McDonald.
The charge comes even as he faces
prison time for allegedly plotting the
death of his second wife, Tonia McDonald, who was brutally stabbed on Monday, July 20, 2020.
McDonald’s first wife, Marlene,
was shot dead outside her home in
Boundbrook, Portland, in 2009.
The announcement of the charge
for the first crime was made during a Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) press
conference on Monday afternoon by
deputy commissioner in charge of the

crime portfolio Fitz Bailey, who sounded
a warning to contract killers.
“That was a cold case that was
under investigation. It might take a while
[but] if you get involved in contract
killing, we are going to find you,” Bailey
said during the conference attended by
Police Commissioner Major General
Antony Anderson and which was
streamed via Zoom and various social
media platforms.
In September last year, the Home
Circuit Court in downtown Kingston
was told by Denvalyn Minott that he participated in murder of Tonia McDonald,
who had trusted him. For his confession,
Minott was sentenced to 19 years in
prison.
He also told the court that he was

Everton McDonald with wife #2 Tonia McDonald, killed in July 2020
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to carry out the hit on his wife, with direct instructions that she was to be
stabbed and her body burnt. Minott also
told the court that he subcontracted the
hit to Aska Barnes, as he watched.
Minott, who is a fisherman, added
that he took advantage of the trust Tonia
McDonald had for him and lured her to
her demise. He told the court that after
instructing her to pick up Barnes, whom
she believed to be a friend of his, he
watched Barnes repeatedly stab her and
slash her throat.
Her partially burnt body was found
outside her razed Toyota Axio motor vehicle along the Sherwood Forest main
road in the parish that same night.
Deputy Commissioner Bailey revealed that a special team is being formulated to specifically tackle cases that
have gone cold.
“There are several cold cases and
we intend to identify those that have
solvability factors and then we assign
them,” he said.
According to Commissioner Anderson, technology will play a vital role
going forward in the police’s investigation of murders and other serious criminal activities.
Anderson said that over 30 technology programmes are being fine-tuned for
roll-out, including a station management
system that is expected to be launched
this
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647-2162359
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Illegally detained Guyanese fishermen
on way home from Venezuela
The 12 Guyanese fishermen who
were detained by the Venezuelan military on January 21, along with their
respective fishing vessels, Sea Wolf
and Lady Nayera, will finally return
home.
This is according to Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Hugh Todd, who said
on Tuesday night that the men and
their vessels have been released earlier in the day.
He revealed that the men will
depart Port Guiria, Venezuela, this
morning and are expected to arrive in

The detained Guyanese fishing Vessels released on Tuesday

Guyana Foreign Affairs Minister
Hugh Todd

Georgetown on Friday.
The fishermen’s release has
come after Guyana supported by the
international community which included Caricom, the Organization of
American States (OAS), Canada,
among others, called for their immediate release.
The Venezuela Navy Comandante Hugo Chavez GC 24 had illegally detained the men in Guyana’s
waters which is part of the Essequibo
territory that Venezuela wants to
claim.
The men were at the time fishing
in Guyana’s Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) just off the coast of

Waini Point.
The Guyana Government had
promised that it will take a path of
diplomacy to negotiate immediate release of the abducted fishermen; on
January 26 that the Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza promised
to pursue the early release of the
crew. It took Arreaza seven days to finally keep his word by releasing the
men his country had illegally detained.
The detention of the fishermen
and their vessels came after aggressive moves and statements were made
by the Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro and his regime regarding the

territorial controversy over the Essequibo, Guyana’s largest county.
The matter has been brought before the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), where it ruled on December 18,
2020 that it has jurisdiction to resolve
the issue. Guyana’s argument is that,
it has sovereign rights over the coast
and land territory because it was
awarded to the then British Guiana in
the 1899 Arbitral Award.
Since the ruling, Maduro has
been on the offensive on all fronts.
His move of aggression has since
been condemned by the international
community and Guyana who called
on him to obey the rule of law.

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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AG promises residents: we will
not neglect Essequibo region
(DPI) Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, Hon. Mohabir Anil
Nandlall S.C., has assured residents of
Pomeroon-Supenaam (Region Two) that
the PPP/C Government would not neglect them like the previous Government.
The AG made this commitment
during an outreach held at the regional
State House where he had one-on-one
interactions with residents.
They raised several concerns, particularly about housing.
“We are told by the residents here
that Lands and Surveys simply stopped
processing their applications and
stopped addressing their matters, that
much was made clear. Also, almost
every area on the coast was neglected.
So, what you have now is a preponderance of issues being raised and the constant complaint is that for five years
people did not see a Minister other than
election time,” the AG said.
The Attorney General assured the
residents that since the PPP/C administration took office things are starting to
change.
During his engagement with Ms.
Rookmin Roopchan, who has a disability, AG Nandlall advised them that they
could access support from the Ministry

of Human Services and Social Security.
Ms. Roopchan’s husband, Mr.
Teekarran Rebai said, “Today we came
to see what kind of assistance we can receive because she is someone who is disabled. He told us we can go to the
welfare office in Anna Regina and see
what best they can do for us.”
Ms. Roopchan said she was grateful
for the AG’s intervention. “We are very
happy and it motivates us a lot and we
are thankful for the help and the advice
that he gave us because I was awaiting
this for about three years now in this
chair, and awaiting help so he gave us
advice and it will be beneficial to us.”
The Attorney General also committed to examining a matter of non-payment for services offered since March
2020. Mr. Roy Griffith brought to the
AG’s attention that he, along with others,
were hired by the Guyana Police Force
‘G’ Division, Anna Regina for services
on Elections Day, for which they are still
owed.
“I am very grateful and thankful because it is very beneficial to me as I can
go home and say that my Minister have
spoken the words I want to hear,” Mr.
Griffith said.
AG Nandlall is on a two-day out-

AG Nandlall (r) meets with Essequibo residents

reach exercise in the Region. He is accompanied by Regional Chairperson,
Ms. Vilma Da Silva, Regional Executive
Officer, Mr. Devanand Ramdatt, Vice
Chairperson, Mr. Humace Odit and
Prime Minister’s representative, Mr.
Arnold Adams.
The outreaches to communities, led
by President Dr. Irfaan Ali, are the ful-

filment of another manifesto promise to
ensure continuous engagement with the
people. Since August, the President has
held two massive outreaches to the Region, which was followed by engagements with the Ministers of Housing and
Water, Local Government and Regional
Development, Agriculture, Public Works
and Culture, Youth and Sport.

Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
Sophie Choudry is stunning in her bikini in a shot taken in the Maldives
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Taurus (April
aside
minutes
(ordeal
30)
with
financial
issues
related
to
the
wealth
of
others
–
shared
to tidy up your scene. You might tidy up the back seat of your
property,
inheritances,
taxes,things
debt from
and your
insurance
issues.
car.
Perhaps
throw away three
medicine
cabThings
willthe
flow
smoothly.
You
also be
involved with
inet?
Tidy
boots
and coats
bymight
your front
door.
an ex-partner
or an 21-June
old friend20)
from
your
past. theme today
Gemini (May
Your
underlying
Gemini
(May
21-June
20)
Because
Moon
is pleasure and play! Therefore, set a littlethe
time
asideistooppohave
site
your
sign
today,
you
might
have
to
go
more
than
halfway
some fun. You might socialize with someone? You might
enjoy
when dealing
with
others,
couldlike
require
cooperplayful
activities
with
kids?which
You might
a crispextra
Chardonnay
ation
and
accommodation
–
no
biggie.
Your
involvement
with
and watch a guilty pleasure on Netflix?
a competitive
group
will
be
positive.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) A conversation with a female
Cancer
21-Julytoday.
22) This
productive
day for
relative
could (June
be significant
Evenisifa this
doesn’t happen,
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or someyou will enjoy a chance to cocoon at home and “hide.” It will
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
please you to relax among familiar surroundings and avoid the
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.
busy-ness of the world around you.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) You’re eager to communicate to
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
others
today. For
example,
youthis
willisenjoy
a heart-to-heart
talk
your feelings
from
others but
not a bad
thing. You also
with
a
sibling,
relatives
or
neighbour.
However,
you
want
to
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
talk
things
that areyour
real. world
You don’t
to spend time in
and about
a chance
to expand
will want
be exciting.
idle chitchat.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
Virgo (Aug.
23-Sept.
You have
moneybanking,
issues ondebt,
your
of financial
matters
related22)
to shared
property,
mind
today
as
you
think
about
earnings,
assets
and
what
you
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
own.
Do a goodies
reality check.
Once you
know how
much
wardrobe
for yourself.
However,
some
of you
youhave,
will
and
also
how
much
you
owe
—
you
will
get
a
more
accurate
prefer to cocoon at home today.
picture
of what
your
financial
Information
is power.
Libra
(Sept.
23-Oct.
22)scene
Your is.
relations
with others
are
Libra
(Sept.
23-Oct.
22)
Today
the
Moon
is
in
your
sign,
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun
in
which
makes
youyou’re
a bit more
than
usual.about
However,
your sign
plus,
keen emotional
to enlighten
others
your
for
two
month,
whenisthe
MoonHouse
is in your
sign, it
point
of days
viewevery
because
the Moon
in your
of Commualso
bringsToday
you a your
little discussions
bit of extra good
luck.
nications.
will be
open and down to
earth.Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Today the Moon is “hiding”
Scorpio
21) Financial
matters
will ainterest
in your
chart, (Oct.
which23-Nov.
means that
in turn, you
will feel
strong
you today.
youThis
might
attract
you or
need
to hideInasfact,
well.
is why
youmoney
mighttoprefer
to some
work
kind of
advantage.
This
could
relate
matterswhich
from
alone
orfinancial
behind the
scenes. You
will
value
yourtoprivacy,
thecourse,
past that
to wrap
up,watch
or something
is
of
youyou’re
alwaystrying
do. Chill
out and
the worldthat
go by.
backSagittarius
on your plate
again?
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21) A conversation with a fe(Nov. 22-Dec.
Today thetoMoon
is in
male Sagittarius
friend or acquaintance
could21)
be important
you today.
your
sign
dancing
with
Mars,
Venus
and
the
Sun.
Basically,
For starters, you might feel protective about someone or espeit’s a positive
day for
you and
things
will tendyou
to go
your
way.
cially
supportive
to them?
This
is because
feel
a warm
However,
you
will
be
more
emotional
or
excitable
than
usual.
bond with someone today.
You also
might feel
more
protective
about someone.
Capricorn
(Dec.
22-Jan.
19) Personal
details about your
Capricorn
(Dec.
22-Jan.
19)
Because
theabout
Moonyou;
is hidprivate life are public today. People are talking
and
den
in
your
chart
today,
likewise,
you
will
want
to
keep
a low
they will notice you more than usual. Therefore, be aware
of
profile.
You
might
prefer
to
work
alone
or
behind
the
scenes?
this in case you have to do any damage control. As you well
You might
even discover
a secret? This is likely because old
know,
appearances
are everything.
friends are back in your world again.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Today you have a strong deAquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
sire to do something different! You want a change of scenery!
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
You want some excitement in your life – a bit of stimulation.
person might help you sort out or better define some future
You might travel or go someplace you have never been before.
goals that you have in mind.
Pisces
Pisces (Feb.
(Feb. 19-March
19-March 20)
20) Personal details about your
Your
emotional
experiences
might
be more
intenseabout
than
private life seem to be public today.
People
are talking
usual
In part,related
this could
be because
youlife.
are Be
encountering
you ortoday.
something
to your
personal
aware of
people
with
different
values.
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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Exxon boasts of spending $77
billion on Guyanese businesses
EXXONMOBIL reports having
spent $77.5 billion on Guyanese-owned
businesses since 2015, and grown its
workforce to reflect a local-content capacity of over 56 per cent.
That’s according to Company officials during the virtual opening ceremony of the “Guyana Suppliers Forum
2021” on Monday.
Of the total sum expended on
Guyanese-owned businesses thus far,
Exxon says, approximately $31 billion
was spent in 2020 alone on some 806
companies, representing an approximate
29 per cent increase on the over $24 billion it had reportedly spent in 2019.
“We are very proud of the progress
that we have made with local content.
Over time, we have progressed efforts
with continued growth in hiring and development of personnel, and expansion
in the area of supplier utilisation in three
years, growing from less than 500
Guyanese personnel to over 2300, and
from less than 100 vendors to over 800
vendors in 2020,” Company Production
Manager Mike Ryan shared during his
video remarks at the Forum.
According to Ryan, notwithstanding the constraints of dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic, which greatly affected the economy in 2020, the ‘Exxon’
workforce grew to over 4100. The over
2300 Guyanese at the company, he said,
represent a 21 per cent increase in
Guyanese labour when compared with
the 1900 that were on the team in 2019.

Much of the growth in terms of
local-business involvement has been
credited to the Centre for Local Business
Development (CLBD), established in
2017 by Esso Exploration and Production Guyana Ltd, an affiliate of Exxon
Mobil Corporation in collaboration with
DAI Global, LLC.
Monday’s Forum, which was a
CLDB initiative, was aimed at providing
a unique virtual platform for Guyanese
suppliers to receive up-to-date information on the procurement process, key
contacts, upcoming and longer-term tenders directly from ExxonMobil Guyana
and its leading prime contractors.
“For ExxonMobil, it is important
that we have, and that we continue to
grow our local supply chain, and that
local businesses get a chance to participate in the development of Guyanese oil
and gas,” ExxonMobil Guyana President, Alistair Routledge said during his
presentation. “This Forum is an opportunity for us to explain our business;
show you the progress we are making,
and for you to engage us,” he added.
Routledge commended the strides
that the company has been making in
catering to local content.
“I am delighted with the progress
we’ve made to date, spending over $77.5
billion on over 800 local companies,” he
said, adding: “But this is only the start,
and this is the opportunity for them to
continue to grow and be part of the development of Guyana oil and gas re-

Mike Ryan

Alistair Routledge

sources.”
Also making remarks at the Forum
was Minister of Natural Resources Vickram Bharrat, who disclosed that his ministry
will
be
establishing
a
Local-Content Secretariat to look at the
sustainable management of the local
supply chain between the oil-and- gas
companies and local businesses.
“The Ministry of Natural Resources
will be establishing a local-content secretariat to coordinate all activities on
local supply chain management at a national level,” Minister Bharrat said,
adding: “This will be complementary in
our efforts to understand local authority
and oil-and-gas companies, concerns,
motivation and strategies in dealing with

local content policies.”
The minister was at pains to emphasise that it is vital that the country has
a proper business policy to address gaps
and identify internal factors, and explore
relationships with the sustainable supply
chain management (SSCM) strategies.
“Guyana’s current development of
the oil and gas which will allow for improved economic growth and social activities necessitate that there be better
standards and procedures that provide
for the sustainability of the industry’s
supply chain. Hence, SSCM practices
must include firm internal factors that affect the sustainability strategies employed by different functional areas of
its supply chain,” the Minister said.

hÍæÛ?¡Ċ(ÍÈ¡Ċ³äÞ
673(7()/
1$0('723&,7<
729,6,7),1'
<2859$&$7,21
+20(:,7+/2:
,17(5(675$7(6 'RZQWRZQ6W3HWH
T°Í6¬¡ÛÉæä°
ňħĢħŉŊĤġĠŊĦĠħĥ
Þ°ÍŲÁĊļÍÈ
Þ°ÍÛ¡ÃäÍÛļÍÈ
>Í³Ã¡ØØĶ
°ääØĶłłØØļÁĊļÍÈł
8fĢĠħ896Ģ

D&S Ramdeholl & Son Jewellery
Tel: 592-226-2415
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
https://www.ramdeholljewellery.com

0LQXWHVIURP%HDFKHV

°Í««³¡³Þ³É¡Ø¡É¡ÉäÃČÍĊÉ¡ÉÍØ¡Ûä¡


  
 
  
v

v

v

v

&217$&7
0()25
025(,1)2



EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 4 2021

19

Covid-19 vaccine will be available
to all when it comes: Anthony
The roll-out of COVID-19 vaccines, once they arrive in Guyana, will
not be limited to the public health system. Moreover, private hospitals and
health institutions will be involved. At
least this is according to the Minister of
Health, Dr. Frank Anthony.
During last Saturday’s Presidential
Briefing, the Health Minister stated that
the government has already started engaging the private sector on the national
vaccine rollout. “In terms of the private
sector’s involvement, certainly we want
them to be on board with the vaccine and
our intention is to, once we get the vaccine in Guyana and even before we get
the vaccine…conduct training with
them,” Dr. Anthony stated.
He added that the government will
get the private hospitals to dedicate special staff to work with the Ministry of
Health and they will be trained to properly administer the vaccine to Guyanese.
Private physicians will also be engaged
and will receive the training so that the
vaccines can be swiftly rolled out upon
its arrival.
Minister Anthony noted that before
private hospitals/health institutions receive vaccines for the roll out, they will

The Eureka Medical Laboratories Inc., a local health institution.

President regarding a study conducted

eral engagements and already had pro-

20,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines to

by an economist indicating that Guyana

ductive discussions with the Govern-

Guyana. As the government continues to

will only achieve full vaccination cover-

ments of India, China, and Russia for the

engage with the countries, the discus-

age by 2023. The president in response

supply of vaccines. So far, the Chinese

sions to acquire more vaccines are ex-

explained that the government has bilat-

government has committed to donating

pected to be finalized shortly.

have to meet certain requirements. He
highlighted that they will have to make
copious records and have them submitted to the National Vaccine Programme;
they will also have to do some level of
monitoring and the data recorded from
the monitoring will need to be presented
to the Ministry.
President Mohammed Irfaan Ali,
who also addressed the issue at the briefing, stated that Guyana is set to receive
3,800 vaccine doses between February
and March this year from the COVAX
facility, which is made up of organizations like the World Health Organization,
the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness, and Innovations and GAVI – the
Vaccine Alliance. The facility will be
giving Guyana vaccines for 20 percent
of the population free of cost, but it will
not be enough to immunize at least 80
percent of the population to achieve herd
immunity, according to President Ali.
Nevertheless, the President said
that the government is hoping to accelerate vaccination this year once the vaccines arrive. A question was posed to the

Brothers killed in late
night domestic dispute
erable amount of blood splattered on a
Two brothers were killed Sunsection of the public road located just a
day night, and their mother and anfew feet away from the house of the
other relative were injured, during a
victims and the suspect. According to
domestic dispute at No. 43 Village,
police, housewife, Mellissa RamperCorentyne, Berbice.
saud, 22, of No. 43 Public Road, disDead are Surendra Raghunanclosed to them that the suspect was
dan called “Ranga”, 25, and his
imbibing at his sister’s house (opposite
brother Mahendra Ramotar called
the deceased’s home) in celebration of
“Sunny”, 23.
a marriage.
Hospitalised with serious inRampersaud told the police that
juries is their mother Sukmattie
Randolph Richmond and Sukmattie
Richmond, 40, while a fourth perRichmond were “having a heated arguson Anthony Persaud, a construcment” and the suspect (brother of Richtion worker, was treated and sent
mond) became annoyed and armed
away for an injury to his hand. The
Dead:
Mahendra
Ramotar
himself with a knife, exited the yard
stepfather of the dead men, Ranand confronted the now-deceased men
dolph Richmond, also sustained a
minor cut to his forehead. Police have since arrested the who were said to be standing on the public road.
She said the suspect dealt Surendra and Mahendra
suspect, Vernand Ravi Ragadoo, 49, the brother of Randolph Richmond, and a knife, suspected to be the murder several stabs about their bodies and went away. At some
point, Sukmattie Richmond and Persaud were injured.
weapon, has since been recovered.
The brothers were rushed to the hospital but were
Police were on the scene interviewed residents and
eyewitnesses to the deadly incident. There was a consid- pronounced dead on arrival.
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Exemption required to leave T&T, says CAL
You now need an exemption from
the Ministry of National Security if you
want to be able to leave Trinidad and Tobago on a Caribbean Airlines plane.
In a release issued on Monday,
CAL advised that effective immediately,
“all persons departing the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago must adhere to the
new online exemption process imple-

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

mented by the Ministry of National Security, Government of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago.”
“Prior to their date of travel, persons wishing to depart Trinidad and Tobago for any international or regional
destination, must apply for a travel exemption via the website https://services.mns.gov.tt/travelexemption,” CAL

stated.
The airline stated that customers are
reminded that their exemption approvals
are applied against the respective passports submitted on their exemption request forms, and they must present the
same travel documents used with the request forms at check-in.
“Passengers may obtain online exemptions up to the time of check-in,”
CAL stated.
Caribbean Airlines also encouraged
all passengers to verify the entry requirements and other important travel information for their intended destination
using the Caribbean Airlines Sherpa
Tool.
CAL said sherpa˚– a self-service
online tool – would allow customers to
search for up-to-date information about
entry into a country.
“Customers can access the latest information on entry requirements, travel
restrictions, quarantine policies, visa and
e-visa conditions, and various health

declaration forms to CAL destinations in
one convenient virtual location,” the
company said.
CAL CEO Garvin Medera said this
has empowered the airline to provide details for a seamless, worry-free and safe
travel experience as travel resumes in a
post covid19 environment.
“Caribbean Airlines is always looking for meaningful ways to improve the
customer experience.
“This innovative sherpa˚ tool is like
a virtual travel adviser where, in one
place, passengers can know first-hand
what are the entry requirements, visa,
health and other regulations being enforced by governments worldwide.
“This will reduce anxiety and ensure that they are properly prepared for
their trips,” Madera said.
There are an estimated 11,000
Trinidadians stranded abroad for more
than 11 months since the country closed
its borders due to Covid 19. They all
need exemptions to return home.

Order now at

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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