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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Stories
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

Guyana delivers

HOPE

in national budget
inside. Editorial on Page 6

Wife who hired hitman to kill
husband jailed for 68 years
Some two weeks after they both
pleaded guilty to the crime of
manslaughter in the death of Nathan Persaud, his wife Beverly Persaud and a
hired hotman Oswald Junior Yaw, have
been handed a combined 68-year jail
term for the crime.
The sentence was imposed by Justice Navindra Singh, who ordered that
they each serve 20 years before they become eligible for parole.
In 2015, Beverly Persaud hired Yaw
and offered to pay him $1.7 M to murder
her husband. Yaw, who was known to the
couple and reportedly visited their home

See our ad on Page 10

The NEW breed of WORLD CLASS
harmoniums "BHASKAR"
Check it out. Call Adam 416 289 1722
or Bhaskar 647 216 2359

frequently, committed the act on September 10, 2015.
The woman and her hit man were
both charged with murder, but pleaded
guilty to the lesser count when they appeared at the High Court, last month.
Their sentence was however deferred
until Tuesday to facilitate a probation report.
Prosecutors allege that Nathan Persaud was preyed upon by Mrs. Persaud, a
much older woman, who toyed with his
emotions.
Her lawyer Ravindra Mohabir on
the other hand claimed that his client was
the victim in the situation. He told the
Court that Persaud’s husband had beaten
her severely, which resulted in her suffering a miscarriage four months before the
incident allegedly took place.
Nathan Persaud was reportedly
beaten to death by Yaw with a hammer
and two rocks, which were found at the
crime scene.
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Trudeau govt’s new Bill would allow
municipalities to ban handguns
By Niraj Sharma
Following a call from Toronto
Mayor John Tory last summer for handguns to be banned in the city, it seem
that one powerful person is listening.
Newly tabled gun legislation
would allow municipalities to ban handguns through bylaws restricting their
possession, storage and transportation.
The Liberal government said Tuesday the measures would be backed up
with serious penalties to enforce these
bylaws, including jail time for people
who violate municipal rules.
Many gun-control advocates have
pressed for a national handgun ban,
warning that leaving it up to municipalities would create an ineffective patchwork of regulations.
As expected, the long-promised
bill also proposes a buyback of a wide
array of recently banned firearms the
government considers assault-style
weapons.
Owners could turn in their guns for
compensation but would also have the
option of keeping them as long as the
owners abide by strict conditions, including secure storage.
Under the rules, these guns could
not be legally used, transported, sold,
transferred or bequeathed by individuals
in Canada.
"They cannot be used legally as

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau: the right time is now

firearms," Public Safety Minister Bill
Blair said at a news conference, calling
the federal plan "overwhelmingly the
most effective way" to deal with the out-

lawed firearms.
Some groups have urged the government to make the buyback mandatory — like programs in Australia and

New Zealand — to ensure as many
banned guns as possible were turned in.
Some gun owners strongly oppose
the ban and seek to overturn it through
the courts.
The bill would also:
— Introduce new "red flag" and
"yellow flag" laws that would allow
people, such as concerned friends or relatives, to apply to the courts for the immediate removal of a person's firearms,
or to ask a chief firearms officer to suspend and review an individual's licence
to own firearms;
— Target gun smuggling and trafficking by increasing criminal penalties,
and by boosting the capacity of the
RCMP and the Canada Border Services
Agency to combat the illegal importation of firearms;
— Create new offences for altering
the cartridge magazine component of a
firearm and depicting violence in
firearms advertising;
— Introduce tighter restrictions on
imports of ammunition, and ensure the
prohibition of imports, exports, sales
and transfers of all replica firearms.
In Canada, no one should ever
have to be afraid and action must be
taken to prevent more tragedies, said
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.
"The right place to act is here, and
the right time is now."

No government is going to listen if you aren’t an example
By Freddie
Kissoon
There isn’t
anything in this
country that surprises me. Because of that
attitude I just
laugh at civil society in Guyana. Civil society has been
reduced to clownish perambulations
that cannot miss the eyes of the nation.
Governments are not inclined to
embrace the criticisms of civil society.
But it is not an open and shut case. If
your credibility is nationally recognized; if you have standards that are
high; if you are not overtly barefaced in
your double standards, there are endless possibilities that a government as a
collective entity or ministers in their individual capacities will listen to you
and act on the plausible alternatives
you proffer.
I laughed when I read in this
newspaper the remarks of the Guyana
Press Association (GPA) at the recent
media brunch hosted by President Ali;
only laughs could have been my reaction. The GPA stated that the role of the
media is “to provide factual and unbiased information to our readers and audience,” but the GPA departed from

that tradition during the five months of
election rigging.
The GPA issued a statement that
was not only inaccurate but contextually dangerous. In condemning the very
press statement in my column of Monday, February 1, 2021, “Guyana 2020:
The negatives,” I wrote the following,
“In 2020, it (GPA) was ignorant of
what technology has brought to journalism. In the kitchen while cooking,
your cousin with his/her smart phone
can receive a live feed of John punching Mary in another county. Any denial
of that action by the reporter will reveal
the journalist’s unprofessional conduct.
There are dozens of images of
APNU+AFC thugs attacking journalists at both the Command Centre and
head office of GECOM during the election rigging, yet the GPA issued a press
release saying that political party supporters were assaulting journalists. The
GPA cannot provide any footage of
such assaults. It was one of the most
egregious displays of the GPA since its
birth. Political parties should call on it
to apologize.”
It was really amusing to hear those
words from the GPA at the media
brunch. I remember when the GPA’s
statement came out I was in the studio
at Kaieteur Radio. Disbelief was the reaction by the journalists. There was no

footage of any members of the opposition parties attacking the media. Like
the racist basis for the killing of the two
cousins in Cotton Tree by the PNC and
AFC, the GPA’s cry did not make
sense.
It was insulting to PPP supporters
of Indian extraction to accuse them of
killing two African youths out of the
joy of election victory. From the time
the cousins were murdered, my
columns rejected that sermon. It did not
make sense and it will not make sense
in the future in any country. Angry supporters of parties that lose elections
will target their opponents and do harm
to them. Why would the victorious
groups go out killing people when their
party won?
During the five-month election
imbroglio, there were four daily newspapers. Of the four, only the stateowned Chronicle denied that there was
a conspiracy between elements in
GECOM and APNU+AFC to tamper
with the counting process. The other
three were carrying daily descriptions
on the shape of the rigging. These three
newspapers were a source of relentless
reporting that any foreigner could have
relied on to understand how the election count at GECOM was being derailed.
It made no sense for PPP support-

ers to attack the reports of Kaieteur
News, Stabroek News and Guyana
Times. I don’t believe there can be located any footage of such incidents.
But could PPP groups outside the command centre have attacked the Chronicle journalists? This would be
self-destructive public relations. But it
could have happened. If it did happen,
why then did the Chronicle not report
it?
So the GPA was doing for the
Chronicle what the Chronicle was helpless in doing. There is video footage of
two Kaieteur News’ journalist explaining to Leonard Gildarie how
APNU+AFC supporters assaulted them
after they left GECOM’s head office on
Friday March 13. Both said they went
back to their office and cried. The two
young ladies were interviewed by
Leonard Gildarie on his radio show on
the last day of 2020. I was a guest on
that programme and I asked both of
them if they accepted that they were assaulted by thugs from different political
parties. Their answer was no but thugs
from APNU+AFC.
I believe the GPA is not biased in
favour of any political party. But fear
was the reason for the slanted press release. They did not want to invoke the
anger of the PNC. But that is still unprofessional journalism.
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Stop
the games,
AG Williams
Guyana
delivers
hope
It was
one ofbythe
mostAttorney
anticipated
The
decision
Guyana
Gennational
budgets
in
Guyana’s
history,
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
and
it was
delivered
Senior
the when
decision
by Chief
Justiceby
Roxanne
Minister
in
the
Office
of
the
President
George-Wiltshire’s findings that last Dewith
responsibility for finance, Dr
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
Ashni Singh on Friday, it did not disapgovernment was constitutional, is grasping
point.
at straws.
It was highly anticipated because
“The Honourable Chief Justice Roxit was
the first full budget to be delivanne
George-Wiltshire
erred
andinmisdiered by the PPP since its
win
last
rectedelection
herself in--law
she ruled
that
year’s
andwhen
because
it would
the motion
of no-confidence
upon
a divisignal
to Guyanese
just where
the
econsionstands
vote ofat
33:32
members
National
omy
a time
when of
allthe
they’ve
been
hearing
good news.
Assembly
wasisvalidly
passed as the requiit isofgood
news.
The
$383 bilsite And
majority
all the
elected
members
of
lion
budget,
the
largest
in
the
country’s
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
history,
oil windfall
ac106 (6) takes
of the the
constitution,”
the into
Attorney
count,
butcontends
the government
is being cauGeneral
in his appeal.
tiousInwith
the
money,
which
is a good
her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire
sign. In other words, this wasn’t a free
explained that in getting a majority, one
for all.
side must acquire one more than the other
It instead provided a comprehenside. An absolute majority, she said, as
sive
picture of the Government of
specified by
the constitution,
is a majority
Guyana’s
shortand medium-term
vision to propel the economy towards a
more resilient and diversified growth
path. It was good to see that the government remains focused on diversify-

ing
theMembers
economy,
and not making
deof all
of Parliament
presentitrependent
on
oil
and
gas,
as
many
nations
gardless if they are present or not. The
before
it have
done to that
theiranfolly.
chief justice
concluded
absolute maIn
its
analysis
of
the
budget,
the
jority is 33.
American
Chamber
of
Commernce
As such, she ruled, the motion was connoted, “The increase in investment and
stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.
spending in the health, education, secuThis means that the Granger government
rity, and public infrastructure sectors
must abide by the constitution, which says
are
commendable. The allocation of
they
must to
step
down and
elections
G$235M
improve
thecall
Ease
of Doing
within 90 rankings
days of theisdate
of the no
Business
essential
forconficondence vote,
which was
DecemberThe
21, 2018.
tinued
investment
in Guyana.
It is reasonable
to expect
that thewith
Chamber
welcomes
partnerships
the
Guyana
Government
on programs
Granger
administration,
which
is sworn to
geared
improving
the business
uphold towards
the constitution,
will abide
by it,
climate
and
strengthening
trade
now that its bid to overturn the votebehas
tween
Guyana
and the United States of
been found
lacking.
America.
If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal
“AmCham is especially pleased
administration.
and encouraged by the allocation of
The move by Williams, therefore,
G$250M to assist micro businesses and
seems to us just another attempt to forestall
aid in their growth. The continued supthe inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on
port
to SMEs is critical as it will help
power. the economic downturn
toto mitigate
from COVID-19 and contribute to
faster and stronger economic recovery.”
Dr Singh projected a growth of the

economy
of 20.9%
-- not surprising,
Legal minds
everywhere
have said that
given
the
new
oil
and
gas
industry
the government has no ground
to stand -onof
which
growth
6.1%.
latvia this non-oil
latest appeal.
All is
it is
doingThe
is dragter
number
is
significant,
as
it
means
ging the country through political uncerthe
government will not lose focus in
tainty at a time when clear leadership is
areas such as agriculture and manufacneeded to move the nation forward in terms
turing.
of dealing with its own fledgling oil econAdded to the 43.5 per cent GDP
omy, as well as the international crisis in
growth
last year, this makes Guyana
Venezuela,
next door.
the fastest right
growing
economy in the
Security
at home
areon
also
world,
and issues
a glittering
star
theparaintermount, with
crime
to be on
an of
national
stage,
anseeming
outstanding
nation
ever-increasing
trajectory
includes the
the
21st century
global that
village.
With
global
pandemic
affectshooting
lastthe
week
of one
of Guyana’s
most
ing
economies
negatively
around
the
celebrated
expatriates,
Dr Brian
O’Toole,
world,
Guyana
remains
one
of
the
and murders that are happening almostfew
countries
every day. with strong growth projections.
AG Williams and President Granger
It is interesting to note that a lot of
might also be accused of trying to buy time
energy and resources will be directed to
to use the offices they hold to try to disresearch and development in key areas
credit any opposition they may face at the
such as healthcare, technology, finance
polls, including using the state-controlled
technology
and cybersecurity, which
media
well where
as law enforcement
tactics to
are
allasareas
we are certain
Guyanese in the Diaspora will find opportunities.
Guyanese on the home front, and
across the world in the Diaspora, may

Dear Friends,
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years
ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í
community.
As we have no clergy in the
Dear Editor,
Bahá’íThere
Faith are
we found
employment
in varimassive
protests or
vigils
all over
Trinidad 21
over
the ago
senseous
fields
of education.
years
we
less
murder
of
Andrea
Bharrat
who
started School of the Nations which began
has become
household
name,tonow
with
5 childrenaand
has now grown
a comadopted
as
everyone’s
daughter
or
sismunity of more than 3,500. We have partnerter. There
are Universities
lessons for Guyana
in
ships
with the
of Cambridge,
the
peoples’
response
and
what
govLondon, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the
ernment
should
do.
UK
that allow
us to
offer internationally acThis
beautiful
young
lady, de- procredited undergraduate
and graduate
scribed as an angel, had just begun to
grammes. The School of Nations has been a
live her life. As aptly stated on social
source of great joy to us as we have seen our
media by a restaurant owner in
graduates serve in important capacities in
Florida, “She is a pretty flower that
Guyana and other part of the world.
did not get to bloom because of the
But then a new chapter opened last Sundastard act of evil minds”. Andrea’s
day when I was shot outside my home by
cultural passion and “Trininess” was
what
many people
believe
may be someone
admirable;
she made
a fantastic
video
from
the Nations
community.
I was
of a typical
Hindu
wedding
thatinformed
has
only
yesterday
that
this
news
has
reached
the
gone viral.
Daily That
Mail type
and the
in can
the UK
and as
of Times
murder
happen
such
wanted
to
share
this
update.
in Guyana. Haven’t we experienced
Sincecrimes
one ofinthe
bullets So
shattered
my
similar
Guyana.
there are
bone
andfor
damaged
theAartery
in girl,
my arm a
lessons
Guyana.
young

great amount of time and effort has now been
devoted to my own care in one of the very
good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of
course, the
major home
priorityfrom
has been
merely
23,other
returning
her the
safety
the school community.
job
at of
a magistrate
court, wasOur
kid-team at
napped,
abused,
andto adNations has
been soiled,
workingkilled,
tirelessly
dumped
overboard
down
a
ravine
of
dress thatand regain the peace and compolabyrinth
depth.
re-than
sure we have
hadAathelicopter
Nations forwas
more
quired
to
stoop
down
and
recover
her
two decades.
broken
to this
Thisbody.
violentWhat
actionhappened
from a member
of the
young
lady
is
indescribable.
It
was
a
public is totally new in Guyana and unpreceheinous,
most
brutal,
inhumane
act.been
dented. But
it would
appear
that it has
There
is
much
media
publicity
fuelled by social media where initial comover the murder and spontaneous pubments by a handful students in Guyana has
lic protest with everyone calling for
been transformed by comments from a small
justice. Some sections of the media
group of students in North American and
were insensitive and heartless – ingrew into aggressive and dangerous statestead of focusing on the murder; they
ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
were focusing on “belly” and corpovery real dangers of social media which drarate
income. For example, one talk
matically
the shooting
show
hostescalated
opted totoshare
a recipeononSunday night.
So ondhal”
the one
handthan
we proare now
“how
to make
rather
trying
to
look
at
the
physical
challenges
to
vide comfort to people who were
overcome to
make
our school
protesting
and
in distress
overcommunity
the
safe
for
everyone.
But
the
other
challenge
is
rape and murder.
to tryThis
to reflect
on the source
of such
actions.
prompted
a social
commenfinalthis
analysis
these“Why
terriblehave
actions,
tatorIntothepen
critique:

whether here or in other countries, are a
symptom of the breakdown in society and as
such we need radical steps to address social
issues.
Whilst
we don’t
pretend
we
grown
so cold
blooded
thatwhat
a we are
sharing
the solution
Georgecrime
ofnow
this is
magnitude
is across
not given
the
prominence
it deserves
the the suptown
or Guyana we
wanted toin
share
media?
It
seems
that
when
it’s
our to our
port and training we are giving
child
or sibling
or parents
thattook
only
students
in Nations.
I recently
a group
then
are
we
moved
to
express
our
of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister
feelings.
AndreaNancy
were aCampbell
celebrityAcador
school inIfCanada,
the
daughter
of
a
prominent
politician,
emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn
the
headlines
would
been
splurgabout
the power
of thehave
arts but
more
imporing
nonstop
with
the
story.
There
is what
tantly to learn about social issues and
one justice for the well-to-do and the
youth can do to address them. This has been
connected and another for the poor.
part of an ongoing programme of training at
The hypocritical adherence to our
Nations and indeed at our house on this relaws must be exposed. Are we in a
flective process.
state where, according to the famous
Several months ago , we started a weekly
Christian philosopher St. Augustine
programme with 6th Formers helping stuthat true justice could only be realized
from Forms
2, and 3 get together to
indents
the kingdom
of1,heaven?”
studyWhat
material
related to
to Andrea
the purpose
happened
canof life
and
how
to
lead
moral
and
fulfilling
lives as
happen to another person in an enviwell as how
to deal
withhas
the skyrocketed
turbulence charronment
where
crime
acteristic
of
youth
today
whether
Guyana
including in Guyana. Thus, the in
public
anyorcountry
in theshould
world. not
There
areilnow
inorTT
in Guyana
take
seventeen
6th Formers
this prolusory
comfort
in theirsupporting
home or office

take them
a while
get used to the new
bring
intotodisrepute.
frontier
opening
and
not be as
They may
thinkup,
these
aremay
strategic
excitedbut
asthe
nationals
home
who
moves,
drama isatbeing
seen
by are
the
brimming
with
excitement
and
optiinternational community for what it is: a
mism over the big visions and massive
desperate attempt to hold onto power. The
goals, because they see what is happenglobal community has communicated as
ing for the country.
much to the Guyana government.
But we think the Diaspora too
To add to the woes, the Guyana Elecfeels
the pulse of this new era. They
tions
Commission,
headed by
a geriatric
understand the dynamic
opportunities
chairman
has been
in ill health,
is now
that havewho
opened
up with
such incredisaying
that the agency will not be prepared
ble speed.
to holdAt
elections
Julyday,
– four
the enduntil
of the
wemonths
are assured
that
the vision ofdue.
the new Guyana
after
it is
constitutionally
projected
the 2021ofbudget
willwas
beSince theinchairman
the agency
come
reality,
because
historically,
the
handpicked by the Granger administration,
People’s
Progressive
Party/Civic
we have to openly wonder whether this,
(PPPC)
Government
has proved
to be
too,
is another
delaying tactic
by the govbetter
managers
of
national
assets
than
ernment.
the previous Coalition government.
It’s time to stop the games and call the
It is the State’s job to make sure
elections now.
that this new era of Guyana’s glitzy rise
democracy, hard fought for, is
be Guyana’s
maintained,
well managed, and maratketed
stake.for sustainable, continual development and growth. This is the start of
a new era and a new society and a new
mandate to maintain, manage, and sustain the new Guyana.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
sport, and drama to facilitate these discussions.
Surely
now this
part problem.
of our conversation
and wish
away
A critic has
got to advise:
be how do
we must
address
the social
wisely
“We
recast
our issues
focus
on the gravity
of such
and definitely
at the same
timecrime,
take the necjust
imagining
if
Andrea
was
one
of vioessary steps to deal with threats and
our
own”.
lence.
These activities have proven really
There
for TT
stimulatingare
andcalls
uplifting
andgovernare addressing
ment
take
more activist
approach
sometoof
theachallenges
the youth
face all
toover
bringthis
thecountry
plottersand
andindeed
perpetrators
all over the
toworld.
justiceWe
or have
else been
people
will
lose
convery fortunate
in this
fidence
in
government
to
protect
process to have had youth from the UK,
them. People may take the law in their
Canada and other countries to help develop
own hands.
this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
Contrary to what some may feel,
this message is simply to explore one recapital punishment is a deterrent. The
sponse to the growing violence in our socideath penalty sends a strong message
ety.
against would-be criminals.
In the final analysis these challenges can
The
country demands justice for
only
be
addressed
us all
working
together.
Andrea and othersbywho
were
victims
Heartfelt greetings
of crime.
Dr. Brian
O’Toole, MBE
Yours
truly,
Director, Bisram
School of the Nations
Vishnu

Lessons for Guyana over murder in Trinidad
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Letters to the Editor

A clear sequence of the events related
to the Water Street property
THE EDITOR:
The Guyana media including state
media have reported that BK bought a
valuable piece of property worth 5 Billion for 20 Million by improper means.
It is completely false.
The response from a former Director on the Privatization Board that top
Guyanese businessman, Brian Tiwarie,
used political connections to enrich
himself prior to the March 2, 2020 general elections in Guyana.
Reports in some sectors of the
Guyana press have tried to link the past
APNU government to a deal inked by
Tiwari which saw him buy valuable waterfront property, suggesting that the
deal is somehow suspicious.
But the National Industrial and
Commercial Investments Limited
(NICIL) document on the deal in detail
2006- 14 years ago proves that the deal
was sealed by NICIL since 2006.
Also adding his version of the
events is Lincoln Lewis, the former
Trade Union representative on the
board.
NICIL confirmed that a lease
agreement was subsequently entered
into between NICIL and BK International Company Inc. with an option to
purchase.
NICIL was keen to point out that
this Agreement was signed by former
Head of NICIL, Winston Brassington, a
key player in the previous PPP government.

The disputed Water Street property

BK International Inc. submitted an
offer to purchase based on the terms and
conditions of the 2006 deal on November 19, 2009. It was explained that this
offer was under active consideration by
the then Head and Board of NICIL
Eventually. NICIL subsequently began
legal proceedings against BK. in June
2013 to recover rental arrears owed.
This action was later set aside instead and the judge ordered that the dispute be settled by arbitration as
provided for in the agreement. He also
ordered that certain arrears of payments
In late 2019, NICIL resubmitted its
request for approval for transfer of sale.

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've
a cooking channel called
“From Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being added so be sure to check me out
on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and
Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

Cabinet returned its approval and
NICIL and BK Inc completed the transaction just days before the March elections. This execution of sale was
gazetted on March 28, last using the option price of $110 Million as set out in
the 2006 deal as per the price for the
property.

Lincoln Lewis, who was a representative on the NCIL's Privatization
Board during the previous PPP government under Bharrat Jagdeo, confirmed
that.
He states that "the entire board, appointed by the PPP/C government,
agreed to recommend to Cabinet for the
property to go to BK."
Lewis said he did not at the time
know BK at all.
The aim of the PPP now is to attempt to embarrass BK by claiming
somehow that the APNU transferred the
property to BK by improper means.
The bottom line is that the deal
was done since 2006 during the PPP
Administration and finalized during
APNU.
BK should defend itself with a lot
of energy and all those involved in the
deal in 2006 will have an opportunity to
explain to the judge how the deal went
down in 2006.
It is my opinion the efforts by the
current administration to embarrass BK
will fail.
Ramon Gaskin,
Georgetown

2021 Budget is a
comeback for Guyana
Dear editor,
I predicted on my Facebook page a few days before the original presentation,
will be one of the best or another great budget from the PPP to the people of
Guyana — all the people of Guyana and not some.
As the Hon. Dr. Singh was presenting his budget in the House, to all Guyanese
and the world, I was saying to myself: where have I gone wrong in my predictions?
There is something for everyone, no matter what the opposition says. They will also
benefit tremendously because there is no new taxation that will be added to the citizens of this land that will cause hardship and be a burden on them. I see all benefiting in a massive way, including the children who are attending public schools,
through the rise in the school grant to every child, irrespective of race or which political party their parents are supporting. The APNU+AFC had taken this away and
parents were left feeling the hardship.
There is so much good in Budget 2021 that will generate major development in
all sectors, which I won’t touch on because of limited space that will be granted to
me. But I must say that this budget is one that was well put together and more over
it was crafted with the Guyanese people in mind. This budget is a comeback for
Guyana economically because of the hundreds of opportunities that will be created
through both private and public investments in our land by more businesses expanding and opening new doors, small-business grants; job creation; youth empowerment and training; public sector investment in upgrading the standard of our public
service; better health care; quality delivery in the education sector; major investments in sports and culture; massive improvement and investments in the agriculture sector; more scholarships to our children to study locally and overseas, etc.
After five years Guyanese now have the opportunity to see who are the ones who
care for the Guyanese people. We have the opportunity to see what a caring government does for their betterment and moreover, helping to create a better life for
all. Budget 2021 is a people’s budget and it will open the avenues to a better life for
every Guyanese. Congrats once more to Hon. Dr. Ashni Singh and team, along with
the PPP government for a well-crafted people’s budget and for the vision of a better
and brighter Guyana headed by H.E. Dr. Ali.
Guyana is on the rise.
Regards,
Abel Seetaram
Region Five
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Guyana backs Canada to stop arbitrary detentions
By Marie Sharma
Guyana is one of 58 nations that has
joined a Canadian initiative to stop the
arbitrary detention of people for diplomatic gain.
Canada launched the initiative
Monday, and it was endorsed by 58
countries as well as the EU.
Arbitrary arrests and detentions violate international human rights law, including the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Canada’s declaration is intended to
“enhance international cooperation and
end the practice of arbitrary arrest, detention or sentencing to exercise leverage over foreign governments.”
The initiative does not mention it,
but currently two Canadians have been
held in a Chinese prison for almost 800
days in what Canada says is in retaliation
for action taking against a Chinese executive wanted on a US warrant.
That executive, Huawei’s Meng
Wanzhou, was arrested in 2018 on US
charges of wire fraud.
She remains under house arrest in
Vancouver as she fights extradition to
answer the charges.
Immediately following her detention by Canada, China arrested Michael
Kovrig and Michael Spavor on what
Canada says are trumped up charges just
to give China leverage in the Wanzhou
case.

has gathered that ExxonMobil was

Guyana is among the 58 countries that include the USA and the EU backing the Canadian initiative

Experts say that this is the reason
why Canada is leading the arbitrary detention initiative.
The Declaration Against Arbitrary
Detention in State-to-State Relations
reaffirmed that arbitrary arrests are “contrary to international human rights law
and instruments.” The declaration expressed concern over the arrests and over
their impact on the “development of
friendly relations and cooperation between States.” The initiative urged all
nations to refrain from arbitrary detenthe road as early as possible. In that en-

tions and to take concrete actions to prevent harsh conditions in detention.
On the initiative, Minister of Foreign Affairs Marc Garneau stated:
Today, a quarter of all countries,
from all continents, come together to tell
those who are being arbitrarily detained
for diplomatic gain that they are not
alone. We stand with them. This illegal
and immoral practice puts citizens of all
countries at risk and it undermines the
rule of law. It is unacceptable and it must
stop.”

Mobil is eager to move along and from

Guyana’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Hugh Todd issued a statement in
support of Canada’s initiative.
He noted that small states like
Guyana remain most vulnerable if the
practice of arbitrary arrest, detention and
sentencing prevails.
The declaration is non-binding, and
it is not aimed at any particular country.
Foreign ministers from countries including Japan, Britain and Australia have
signed it, and it remains open for endorsement.
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JetBlue employee claims she is being
held hostage in Jamaica after Covid test
JetBlue Airways, the employer of
American Kalina Collier, who reported
that she was being held hostage in Jamaica after testing positive for COVID19, says the company will be conducting
an investigation into her actions.
In a statement today, JetBlue said it
has full confidence in Jamaica’s health
protocols and urged the public to follow
the rules.
“We hold each JetBlue crewmember to the highest standards when it
comes to personal integrity and we are
conducting an urgent investigation into
the actions of our crewmember,” the
statement read.
Collier arrived in Jamaica on January 28, and was scheduled to depart February 1.

On Saturday, January 30, Collier
did an antigen test that returned a positive result; another test an hour later was
negative.
Owing to the uncertainty surrounding the two tests, the Ministry of Health
and Wellness recommended a PCR test
on February 2, which came back positive.
She was given a 14-day quarantine
order by the health ministry.
Moreover, US COVID-19 protocols would not allow her entry into the
country with a positive result.
Collier made headlines after convincing social media influencers, including Amanda Seales, an US activist, that
she was being held against her will.
Collier departed Jamaica Monday.

Family questions
woman’s death in crash
While clutching her five-year-old
grandson in her arms, Cherry Anderson muttered, “Jay, a me a your mother
and grandmother now, mommy gone
to rest.”
Anderson couldn’t hold back her
tears as she thought of her only daughter, Sashane Berry, 27, who died last
Friday in what police say is a motor
vehicle crash in Jamaica.
Reports from the Shady Grove
police in St Catherine are that sometime after 11 p.m., they received phone
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Sashane Berry

calls about a crash along the Lluidas
Vale main road. Officers who responded observed a grey Nissan motor
car, which appeared to have run off the
road. Berry was seen alone inside the
vehicle. She was then assisted to the
hospital where she was pronounced
dead.
“When me come home in the
night me nuh see her and me ask me
grandson and him say, ‘Mommy gone
on the road’; and me say to myself, a
where Sash gone and a corona time?
That night was the first me ever go in
and search for my daughter, because
me just never feel right,” she said.
Anderson said that to her knowledge, her daughter had left home to attend a party with friends, so they are
puzzled how she was the only one
found in the car.
“Me nuh know how me a manage,
me just a tremble from it happen. Me
go doctor yesterday and get some
sleeping pills and them barely a work.
Me can’t sleep because every time me
shut me eye a me daughter me see a
say, ‘Mum’,” Anderson said.
The 51-year old was in bed at
their Orange Field, Linstead home
when she received the devastating
news from a caller.
“Me say ‘Don’t tell me no foolishness’, and me hang up the phone,”
said Anderson. “About 20 minutes it
take me to really come to me senses.”
Berry and Anderson shared a
tight-knit relationship. She described
her daughter as her “heartbeat”.
“Anywhere you see me you see
my daughter, anywhere me go people
ask if we a sister to how we mesh. If
me have a money and me hide it, a she
me tell; she is like my right hand,” she
said. “Me nuh know how me a go do
without me baby; only God understands.”
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Guyana gov’t to conduct
comprehensive assessment of NIS
THE Guyana government is expected to undertake a comprehensive
assessment of the National Insurance
Scheme (NIS) this year and examine
recommendations made in previous actuarial reports to determine a way forward for the entity.
This was highlighted by Senior
Minister with responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, when he made
several declarations during his speech
on the 2021 National Budget, on Friday last, at the Arthur Chung Conference Centre.
“Successive actuarial studies conducted over the years on the NIS have
highlighted the need for significant reforms to address issues related to the
viability of the scheme. Many of these
reforms require serious review and
consideration,” Dr. Singh remarked
during his address before the National
Assembly.
Dr. Singh said that the government is cognisant of the numerous
complaints being made by contributors
about the scheme’s quality of service,
and missing documentation and
records. As such, the scheme has been
tasked with setting up a special project
to address these operational issues.
“The scheme must ensure that
these concerns are addressed with the
utmost urgency,” Dr. Singh said.
Established in 1969, the NIS is a
social security organisation which pro-

The NIS Headquarters on Brickdam, Georgetown

vides social insurance coverage on a
compulsory basis, to all persons between the ages of 16 and 60 years who
are engaged in insurable employment.
Coverage is also extended on a voluntary basis to persons who cease such
employment before reaching the age of
60 years, until the attainment thereof.

Deductions for the scheme are
made from employees’ salaries by their
employers and then remitted to the
scheme. However, a common occurrence over the years is employers making deductions from employees
without paying the money over to the
scheme.

“Even as we undertake analytical
reviews, we must ensure that the NIS
addresses the operational inefficiencies
that currently obtain. Contributors’
records must be updated promptly and
accurately. A priority of this administration is to ensure that the NIS brings
contributors’ records up to date and
that they receive their benefits in a
timely manner,” Dr. Singh said.
The scheme is managed by a government-appointed board. A new board
was appointed last December, headed
by Chairman, Ramesh Persaud. The
current General Manager is Holly
Greaves.
The scheme has been operating
with a deficit for some years now, with
the shortfall being shouldered by the
National Insurance Fund, which has
just over $31.731 billion. In 2019, the
NIS ended the year with a deficit of
$1.5 billion, with an income of
$24.864 billion, but expenditure of
$26.367 billion.
The bulk of the scheme’s revenue
comes from contributions made by
registrants, however, just 22.7 per cent
of scheme’s registrants, and 26.6 per
cent of the employers registered with
the Scheme are active.
In 2019, the NIS registered 9,502
new registrants, but added 2,856 new
old age pension claimants, paying a
total of 38,175 old age pensions at an
average of $31,642 per claimant.

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Parasram Padmanand Sharma, 1946-2021

A peaceful, loving simple man
Eulogy delievered by his children
Deepak and Mala for the late Parasram Sharma, who passed on January
24 in Orlando, Florida
The Late Parasram Padmanand
Sharma (Sharo), our Dad, held many titles. He was blessed as a Son, Brother,
Husband, Father, Grandson, Uncle, &
Grandfather....
He is the son of the late Pandit Ji
Ramnarine Sharma & his wife, Shrimati Gomti Sharma.
Grandson of the late Vyas Ji Maharaj/Pandit Ji Ramanand Baba & his
wife, Shrimati Ramanand Ji (Father’s
lineage) & Vyas Ji Maharaj, DhanSingha Tiwari (Pandit Ji Sarda Tiwari) &
his wife, Shrimati Dahlia Tiwari
(Mother’s lineage).
Loving Father of Deepak & Vyjayantimala (Mala) Sharma.
Grandfather of Churamanand
(Luke), Anjali, Archana & Devraj
(Jaden) Sharma.
Beloved Brother of the
late RamKrishanand Sharma, Vyas Ji
Maharaj/Pandit Ji Chidanand Sharma,
Bhaskaranand Sharma, & HansKumari
Khan (Rani).
Husband of Sohanti (Debbie)
Sharma.
Loving Uncle/ChaCha/Mamoo to
his many nieces & nephews.
Our Dad, Parasram Padmanand
Sharma was fondly known to many as
“Sharo or Bhai Sharo.” He was born to
proud parents in a tiny, but beautiful
village on the East Coast of Demarara
in Guyana called Triumph Village.
This little village held his heart
and soul. This little village that he’s
the proud son of, gave rise to his
strength in character, fostering in him
his fire and zeal for life. All of his
dreams began their roots in this very,
little, village. Dad also spent many
years making memorable moments in
his life with his Massi, Moussa and
cousins in Pomoroon. He would often
speak fondly with a mischievous glint
in his eyes of the shenanigans he gladly
was a part of there with his cousins.
Our Dad was a peaceful, humble,
very simple man and chose to live his
life in that very way. Many moments
throughout his life he willingly choose
to remain quiet simply to avoid arguments or confusion of any kind which
many times resulted in others taking
advantage of his humble nature. He
believed in only doing good to others
and chose to never speak ill, hence he
kept mum knowing fully well others
saw this as his weakness. THIS however is what's is called strength in character. THIS is what is called class.
THIS is not weakness, this was true humility and it was our Dad’s greatest
strength. His famous words that we’ll
forever have etched deep within our
hearts is “They are writing their own
book.” He later explained that he
meant “to leave it all to karma as that
very karma is being created by each of

us via our deeds.”
Our Dad was a gentle, jolly fellow
that showed the utmost respect to
everyone his path crossed irrespective
of their class or status in life. He gave
the same respect to a beggar as he
would to a King. This humbleness
was imparted to him by the upbringing
of his parents especially his mother
Gomti Sharma, whom he revered as his
first Guru. Dad was never a boastful
or gamandi man. Anyone that knows
him knows that you’d be hard-pressed
to hear a word about any of his many
accomplishments from his own mouth
even though he had so many to be
proud of.
In his younger years as he grew up
and matured into a young man, he attended the then famed Hindu College,
Cove and John, one of the top five
schools in the country at that time. He
cleared all if his exit examinations with
distinction in each subject. During the
after hours of school, Dad taught Hindi
classes at the village temple. Dad continued teaching for many years. He
had a wide variety of students and a
few even became Pandits. After completing his education at Cove and John,
he later went on into a career in management at the famous Mekdeci in
Georgetown, Guyana. Here he excelled in his career and became an invaluable employee. As he settled into
his career, he then proceeded to the
next phase in his life. This was the
phase he most valued ... his life of marriage and the starting of his family.
While attending the then famed
Hindu College, Cove and John, his love
story / saga began. He met his beloved,
his first love there, our late Mother,
Soorsatti, known to many as “Dolly”
(Pre-deceased, by former wife Soorsatti
(Dolly) and mother of his loving children).
Their love story bloomed thanks
to the many stealthy love letters that
passed from a few chosen friends, all
willing liaisons, until they finally found
themselves into the fingertips of our
beloved Mom. The flame of passion
raged within Dad’s heart as one beauti-

ful evening he stood gazing at our
Mom as she lit diyas and set them
afloat into the canal/trench in front of
our Nana & Nani’s (maternal grandparents) home. It was that very night that
he decided to entwine their fates. He
bravely tightened up his belt buckle,
straightened his stance and with quiet
determination, approached our Pa/Nana
(Shivnandan Singh) to ask for his
youngest daughter's hand in marriage.
This was indeed a most memorable Diwali night for them both. Pa/Nana
adored Dad and knew his family well.
Everyone knew the Sharmas and the
kind of class, humility and lineage that
family hailed from. Pa/Nana instantly
agreed but told Dad to go talk to his
Matashri/Mata/Mom first before he
came home to speak to her and meet
with the family. A short three months
later, they were engaged and married.
They joined their hearts and souls into
holy matrimony, by full Hindu rites,
witnessed by the sacred fire, Agni Dev.
Dad and Mom were known as Triumph
Village’s most handsome couple.
Shortly after their marriage, they were
blessed with a beautiful baby boy, my
eldest brother Deepak, whom was the
apple not only of his father’s eyes, but
of those of the entire village as well.
He dotted on his son and would sing
him to sleep nightly in his sweet, soulful, God gifted, melodious voice. Yes,
yet another accomplishment of our
Dad... a gifted voice used to sing beautiful bhajans to Bhagwaan/God and
hands that played the keys of the harmonium to perfection. Our Dad was
an accomplished musician in his own
right but chose to only use that talent
for faith and never for profit. He
humbly displayed his talent after much
persuasion only in temples, and for his
family and close friends.
Three years after the birth of their
son Deepak, together with our Mom,
they decided that a brighter future for
their growing family was to be had
abroad. Mom was now six months
pregnant with me, his baby girl, Mala.
The new land chosen was the United
States. Dad left the shores of Guyana

for New York where he attended university and graduated with his multiple
degrees. After this other milestone
achievement, and along with the birth
of his second child, me, his daughter
Mala, the hands of destiny forged another path into their lives.
Dad has touched the lives of so
many... To recount it all,, we’d have to
write a book. He has left an indelible
mark in the hearts and souls of all of
his loved ones. Dad’s cherished memories will forever be imbued into the
hearts of his loving family whom simply adored him. We will forever miss
his love, his kindness, his humility, and
his spectacular cooking. Yup. You
guessed it again, yet another talent of
our amazing Dad. He had an aptitude
for creating some of the most spectacular and mouth-watering dishes. Even
the term “finger licking good” could
hardly suffice as justice for his many
culinary creations and delights. No one
ever left his home without first eating a
meal. Between both Dad and Mom, I
think I got my knack for cooking
thanks to them. Dad’s love for his
family knew no bounds. This was his
greatest gift to us all and and now a
huge part of his legacy.
Dad, if there is but one life lesson
we've learnt from you, it's how to show
humility and how to be humble.
You’ve lived your life in such a manner
that quietly you taught us to treat others
with respect and to turn the other
cheek, not in weakness, but in humility,
for the greater good. Dad, life has been
both beautiful and truly unkind to us as
a family. You have sacrificed much in
your young life, all in the name of
being humble, for the sake of your children. You have suffered in quiet dignity with a broken heart that none
could ever mend. We want you to
know Dad, that your sacrifice, your
broken heart, your torn soul, will never
be in vain. Deepak and I, your children, will forever carry your love as a
torch, deep within our hearts. We fully
understand the true depths of your love
and the personal sacrifices you've made
for us. We know Dad that you never
chose your own happiness, you simply
accepted what life dealt you, and that
too without complaint. Daddy, sadly as
children we were never afforded the
opportunity to freely express and show
our love to you…. It’s truly a pity that
other forces have always conspired to
break us and keep us apart. Nonetheless, they were not successful in eliminating us as your children, nor you as
our Father. The world knows this undeniable truth. Dad, you are sorely
missed by us all. Your siblings are beyond heartbroken. Even though we are
devastated as a family that you're no
more, we take quiet comfort in knowing that you are finally free and at
peace now. Your cherished memories
are a blessing that will forever reside
within our hearts. We pray that your
soul attains sadgati (salvation) and
Moksha(freedom from rebirth).
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Financial institutions apply to
open merchant banks in Guyana
IMPROVED access to financing is
anticipated, as several financial institutions have submitted applications to the
Bank of Guyana to establish merchant
banks here.
A merchant bank is defined as a
bank dealing in commercial loans and
investment; officials of these banks are
experts in international trade, which
makes them specialists in dealing with
multinational corporations.
Access to financing has been a
much-talked-about hurdle for stakeholders in the private sector, especially now
that Guyana is on the cusp of economic
transformation and presents a plethora of
investment opportunities.
“Cost of capital is a big hurdle,
compared to the cost of capital you are
competing against… so, definitely, to
level that, it requires some work… already we are looking to expand the depth
of the financial system,” Vice-President,
Bharrat Jagdeo said during the commencement of a one-month stakeholder
engagement on local content, at the
Arthur Chung Conference Centre, on
Monday.
He confirmed that authorities have
received a few applications for new merchant banks, noting, however, that those

The Guyana Bank for Trade and Industry will soon get competition

are non-depository institutions, so locals
can be liberal once the banks have completed their due diligence and so forth.
It was reported in October that economic advancement on all fronts is expected in the near future, as several
United States (US) agencies have offered, collectively, US$200 billion (approximately G$42 trillion) in financing
for businesses interested in investing in
Guyana.
To aid in Guyana’s progression, the
United States of America (U.S.A) had

sent a team of persons representing six
agencies, including the Department of
Treasury, the Export-Import Bank of the
United States, the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation, the Department of State, the Department of
National Security and the Department of
Homeland Security.
Members of the U.S. team had met
with representatives of the local Private
Sector Commission (PSC) and other
stakeholders in the commercial sector,
during their one-day visit here. They also

met with President Irfaan Ali, the Prime
Minister, Brigadier (ret’d) Mark Phillips,
Vice-President Jagdeo and other government officials.
“We looked at the quantum of funds
they can lend…and from all the agencies
in the room, we would be able to access
US$200 billion,” Chairman of the Private Sector Commission (PSC),
Nicholas Boyer had said following discussions with the delegation.
A member of the U.S. delegation,
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the
U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation (DFC), Adam Boehler, had
said that, from his end, they are able to
back both US-based and Guyanese companies with financing.
Based on discussions with the private sector, Boehler said areas of focus
include reducing the cost of electricity;
investments in small and medium size
businesses and investments in agriculture and farmers.
The agency, through these projects,
is looking to increase the amount of jobs
and improve the livelihood of every
Guyanese, while at the same time focusing on major infrastructural development.
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
Jaya Bachchan -- making a return to the Silver Screen
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thatfamous
she is, Jaya
Bachchan
has
After the
“Korbo
Lorbo Jeetbo
Due
to the
coronavirus
panand
The
Silence
being
critical
and
commercial
largely Re,”
stayed
away
from
the
arc
lights
after
her
demic, IPL 2020 is being conducted
in UAE
Shah Rukh Khan’s IPL team Kolkata
marriage
to Amitabh
apart
Knight
RidersBachchan
(KKR) hasina1973,
new fan
anthem successes.
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
Ahire
will direct
Jayaji
in UAE
Marchsupporting
in a
from a stray
Silsila
here
and
a
Hazaar
Chaurasi
Ki
Khan,
however,
is in
titled “Laphao.” This is the first time that fans Rukh
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Composed and written by Badshah, the
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miss the energy of our toofani fans. Since we
with Naseeruddin Shah for the first time. The film husband Amitabh Bachchan in the R. Balki direchave to show our love to each other thoda
from the IPL tournament, the fan reactions
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and of course, Shah Rukh.
door se this year, we created a fan anthem that
It was after starting a political career in the
Now she is back in front of the camera and
The music video sends the message that
captures the emotions of all our fans aptly and
early 2000s that she took a sabbatical of sorts
that too for the first time in Marathi cinema. The
this year, KKR requests all their fans to show was even launched by them today. It was
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fun
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term
as an
MP.
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Trade Unions: 2021 budget will
enhance life for all Guyanese
The Federation of Independent
Trade Unions of Guyana (FITUG) having considered the 2021 National Budget
is most pleased with several measures
proposed. In a release it said, “We believe that the policies and programmes
outlined by the Government through the
Budget will redound to the benefit of
Guyanese from all walks of life.”
FITUG said too that it has taken
note of the several initiatives to put more
monies in the hands of “our people and
ease the burdens placed on their backs
by the former Coalition Administration.”
The increase in the school grant, reduction in water tariffs, hikes in old age
pensions and public assistance, removal
of VAT on internet and data services, and
the expanding the list of zero-rated products, FITUG said, can well translate into
thousands of dollars remaining in the
pockets of the working-people. “Indeed,
these are most welcomed more so in
view of the several challenges that still
confront our people, especially our vulnerable population. On this score, we
must express our dismay regarding the
absence of any improvement in the income tax threshold though we recognise
several other measures will have similar
effect,” it was noted.
To this end, “we urge our business
community to pass the savings to the
consumers to ensure that the full benefit
of the Government’s initiatives are felt
and seen.”
The Federation notes as well the

significant allocations to the health and
education sectors. It speaks, in a tangible
way, of the Government’s commitment
to “safeguarding our people” and “building a knowledge-based economy.”
These two fundamental policies,
FITUG noted, play a seminal role in the
ongoing development and the massive
sums earmarked could see much transformation in these two important areas.
FITUG added, “Significant efforts, we
recognised, have been placed on enhancing national infrastructure and may certainly ease the many woes our people
have in getting from place to place.
Modern and efficient infrastructure is
desperately needed and the Budget we
see makes a significant first step to correcting many of the maladies that prevail.”
FITUG has identified, too, policies
to increase the nation’s housing stock,
adding, “Indeed, it is a cherished dream
of many Guyanese to have their own
homes. These aspirations were dashed
over the last five years and we see clear
efforts to bring this back onto the front
burner. Several supportive policies to
bring down the cost of ownership were
unveiled, allowing many Guyanese to
become closer to transforming their
dreams into reality,” FITUG added.
The Budget, it noted, also spoke to
the exciting economic times that has
gripped the country. Underscoring that
there is a great deal to anticipate, the
union body said that, “In as much as the

Guyana Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh

times are bright, we recognise the Government laying a foundation for the period ahead. We find this commendable
as such policies augur well for this and
future generations of Guyanese.”
Guyana, it stressed, is known to
have great untapped potential and thus,

“It is heartening to see some of this potential being unlocked through the transformative agenda laid out by the
Government.”
It is against this background that the
FITUG said that it welcomes Budget
2021.
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Suriname wants Guyana to
partner in bringing oil to shore
Rudolf Elias, the Chief Executive

since December 2019. ExxonMobil’s

Officer (CEO) and Managing Director of

Guyana President, Alistair Routledge,

Suriname’s state oil company Staatsolie,

has said that the company can bring as

has posited that Guyana and Suriname

much as 50 million cubic feet of gas to

should work together with the objective

shore per day, more than Guyana needs.

of bringing its natural gas to shore.

The government has received calls

Elias shared these and other critical

from sections of the media and trans-

points during his debut appearance on

parency advocates to prove the eco-

Kaieteur Radio’s Guyana’s Oil & You,

nomic soundness of the project, by

on January 4.

releasing studies on its feasibility.

The Suriname Oil Boss reminded

“So several studies are in the

that oil companies around the world are

process of being contracted,” he said

not interested in selling the natural gas.

during a press conference at the Arthur

Instead those companies, he said, pro-

Chung Conference Centre. “There is a

pose that they set up the necessary infra-

geophysical study, a geotechnical study,

structure to bring the gas to shore for

a lidar study, and an environmental im-

cheaper and cleaner electrical consump-

pact study.”

tion.

The results of those studies, which
With the aim of capitalizing and

prudently managing this type of project,
Elias posited that Guyana and Suriname
should be interested in partnering to
bring the natural gas to shore, while noting that both countries “cannot force”
the oil companies to do the same on a
commercial basis.
He went on to explain, “We should
look at ways how we can explore and develop the gas that is offshore Suriname
and Guyana together and bring it on-

Guyana Vice President Bharrat
Jagdeo

he said, should have been done since

CEO of Suriname’s Staatsolie, Rudolf
2016 under the David Granger adminisElias

shore in order to build industries, clean

studies into the proposed gas-to-shore

industries. And gas is an awful lot

project before it moves to implement its

cleaner than oil, so they build clean en-

construction plans. This, the VP had

ergy producers together for the future of

said, while noting that there have been

both countries and then we will get a lot

adverse comments in the press that the

of more sustainable development in

government may be rushing forward

businesses.”

without ensuring the project’s feasibility.

Meanwhile, Vice President, Dr.

The project would utilize associated

Bharrat Jagdeo, had said last Tuesday

gas from ExxonMobil’s Liza Phase One

that the government will conduct four

project, which has been in operation

tration, are expected to inform the design
of the pipeline. The Vice President said
that the pipeline construction is expected
to last 18-24 months, which is why the
government has set a target of mid to end
of 2023. He considers this a realistic projection. The government hasn’t yet decided where the pipeline will terminate
but when it does, it will go to tender for
the construction of the power plant.

Guyana at high risk for Covid transmission
Guyana has been listed among the countries
with Level Four COVID-19 transmission by the
United States’ Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). In layman’s terms, this means that
Guyana is a very high-risk country for transmission.
Guyana was listed as a Level Four: High-Risk
country on the CDC’s travel advisory dated February 2, 2021.
Among the other levels noted by the CDC are:
High Transmission – Level Three; Moderate Transmission – Level Two; Low Transmission – Level 1
and Level Unknown.
Given its high-risk status, the CDC has advised
persons against travelling to Guyana, stating that
“Travellers should avoid all travel to Guyana.”
According to the Centre, travel increases a person’s chances of getting and spreading COVID-19
thus the ‘no travel’ recommendation to this South
American territory.
It has noted, however, that if it is mandatory to
travel to Guyana, persons should obtain a viral test
one to three days before their scheduled trip. For
those who must travel, the CDC urges that they, “Do
NOT travel if you were exposed to COVID-19, you
are sick, or you test positive for COVID-19. Learn
when it is safe for you to travel. Don’t travel with

someone who is sick,” the CDC warned.
The CDC has also advised that all travellers
follow all entry requirements for the destination and
provide any required or requested health information
to the authorities. It went on to reiterate the importance of adherence to airplane protocols such as
“wearing a mask, avoiding crowds and staying at
least six feet from people who are not travelling with
you, often use of hand sanitizers, practising hand
washing and keep a steady watch for symptoms.”
The CDC also noted that before travelling back
to the US, persons coming from Guyana should get
a viral test no more than three days before the flight
departs, bearing a negative result. Persons are also
required to keep a copy of their test results during
travel in case it is asked for. “After you travel, get
tested three – five days after travel AND stay home

to self-quarantine for seven days after travel. If you
don’t get tested, it’s safest to stay home to self-quarantine for 10 days,” the CDC further stated.
Notably, Guyana would have adopted strict
measures for incoming passengers. Persons coming
into the country are required to take a second Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) test in Guyana, if
their first test has exceeded 72 hours.
Incoming passengers are usually required to
take a PCR test in their country of origin (the country they are currently in) at least seven days leading
up to their flight.
When boarding a flight, these persons are required to show their PCR test results and if it would
have exceeded a week, they will not be allowed to
board that flight.
Additionally, persons who would have produced their PCR test results that do not exceed 72
hours will not be required to take another test when
they arrive in Guyana.
Guyana up to yesterday had recorded more
than 8,000 cases with 187 fatalities.
Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony, had earlier made it clear that a surge in cases was likely following mass social engagements and persons not
adhering to the mandated COVID-19 regulations.
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CoP launches probe into death of 2 suspects
A “full-scale” police investigation
has been launched into the deaths of two
suspects – Andrew Morris and Joel Balcon – in police custody. Trinidad & Tobago Commissioner of Police Gary
Griffith made the announcement on
Monday through a press release.
Griffith says his track record speaks
for itself in that there will be no cover-
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up.
He noted since he became CoP, in
2018, 96 police officers were charged
with various offences including kidnapping, human trafficking, robbery with
aggravation and assault, while another
86 were suspended. The Police Complaints Authority (PCA) launched an investigation into the men’s deaths last

week.
They were held for questioning
over the kidnapping of Andrea Bharatt
on January 29. Bharatt, who was a clerk
at the Arima Magistrates Court, was reported missing after she got into a fake
taxi in Arima and never made it home.
She was found dead on February 4 at the
Heights of Aripo.
Morris was arrested on January 31
and died on February 1 during emergency treatment at Arima General Hospital. Balcon, who was also arrested,
died at the ICU at the Eric Williams
Medical Sciences Complex, Mt Hope on
February 8.
Autopsies conducted on the men revealed they died of blunt force trauma.
While the investigations are ongoing, Griffith cautioned members of the
public to be wary of making premature
conclusions on social media without
knowing what happened.
He said these comments could be
damaging and misleading.
Griffith also charged, “It is inappro-

priate for people to be making accusations and who by their accusations, have
already found police officers guilty without getting the facts. These would include the Law Association, an
Opposition Senator, and a person who
received one per cent of the votes in an
area he contested in an election.
He also said, “I have heard comments about a prisoner dying after
falling from a chair. At no time did any
police officer or myself, say that an individual died because he fell from a
chair.
That never took place.”The CoP
asked the public not to lose sight of the
police efforts to apprehend suspects and
charge two people for Bharatt’s murder.”
He said, “What we do know as a
fact was the excellent work done by the
various units of the police in the way
they conducted the investigations by
finding the four persons responsible for
the kidnap and death of Bharatt, and they
should be commended.”
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Da Silva hails historic win:
My best moment in cricket
WICKET-KEEPER Joshua Da
Silva described the West Indies series
win over Bangladesh as his best moment in his brief cricket career after the
regional team achieved a rare accomplishment – a Test series win on their
opponent's soil.
On Sunday, West Indies clinched a
2-0 series win over Bangladesh in exciting fashion with a 17-run win.
Bangladesh needed 231 for victory, but
were dismissed for 213.
It was the regional team's first Test
series win in their opponent's backyard
in four years and only their second in
the last nine years. The two opponents
were Zimbabwe (1-0) in 2017 and
Bangladesh (2-0) in 2012.
West Indies got past Afghanistan
1-0 in 2019, but the lone Test match
was played at a neutral venue in India.
Da Silva, who went into the series
with only one Test match under his
belt, demonstrated his quality.
Da Silva, 22, ended the series as
the third-best West Indies batsman,
scoring 174 runs at an average of
43.50.
He dedicated his score of 92 in the
first innings of the second Test to Andrea Bharatt and other women lost to
violence.
Da Silva, responding to questions
via WhatsApp voice notes, said, "This
series win is the best achievement in
my cricket career so far. Having a part
to play in the win as well, contributing
to the team (and) scoring some runs.
It's a good feeling and it will definitely
be up there for sure at number one in
my achievements."
Over the last two years, Da Silva's
career has taken off, as he has established himself as a key member of the

West Indies' Joshua Da Silva plays a shot

TT Red Force four-day team. In 2019,
he was a member of the West Indies
Emerging Players team which won the
Regional Super50 tournament and last
year he represented St Kitts and Nevis
Patriots in the Hero Caribbean Premier
League. At the end of 2020, Da Silva
scored a half-century on his Test debut

on the West Indies tour of New
Zealand, before the tour of Bangladesh.
He said, "The past year or two has
been really, really good for me, from
winning with the emerging team in
Super50, then going back to first-class
(cricket) with Red Force scoring a
maiden hundred, then going to England

(with West Indies). Coming back from
England (and) playing CPL was a huge
stepping stone, to mix with the likes of
Chris Lynn and Ben Dunk and all of
those foreign players helping me advance my game."
He hopes it continues "and I keep
working hard and putting in the work
on and off the field so I can succeed."
Several players on the West Indies
tour of Bangladesh were given the opportunity because 12 players declined
to tour owing to covid19, personal
fears or personal reasons. Shane
Dowrich, who has been the first-choice
West Indies wicketkeeper for years,
opted not to travel, because of personal
reasons, which gave Da Silva the opportunity.
Asked if he thinks he has cemented his place on the team, Da Silva
said, "I am controlling what I could
control – scoring runs, wicket-keeping
well (and) working on my fitness
etcetera. If I am selected for the next
series I will definitely put my best foot
forward and always give 110 per cent
for the team."
West Indies were not thought to
have much of a prospect of defeating
Bangladesh. Da Silva said winning was
always on the team's mind.
"We came to Bangladesh to play
cricket and we all know that we are a
strong team and we are not coming
here just to play cricket, we coming
here to win. The result was what we
came here for. We did not think of what
people were saying...we just wanted to
go out there, put our best foot forward
and give 110 per cent and play cricket
as we know and we came out with the
victory, thankfully."

Test team’s success puts pressure on players
WEST Indies head coach Phil Simmons said the exceptional showing by
his players on the tour of Bangladesh
will create a competitive environment
for selection when players return to the
West Indies set up.
West Indies completed a 2-0 sweep
of Bangladesh in a two-match Test series, which ended on Sunday. The regional team went to Bangladesh as
underdogs as many did not give them a
chance to emerge victorious. A total of
12 players decided not to tour because of
covid19, personal fears or personal reasons. Test captain Jason Holder, Darren
Bravo, Roston Chase, Shane Dowrich
and Shai Hope were among the players
who declined to tour leaving room for
other players to fill the gap.
The West Indies selectors, led by
Roger Harper, will have a larger group
of players to choose from for future tours
with so many players performing in

Bangladesh and the return of experienced players.
On having an expanded pool to
choose from, Simmons told Cricket West
Indies media, “It is good for us. It puts
things in perspective that it is not just
one or two players that can play this
game and it gives us the opportunity to
pick who is doing well, but it also puts
pressure on people to do well because
there are other people to come in, so it
goes both ways in what it is good for.”
Kraigg Brathwaite captained the
West Indies to the series victory with the
trio of Nkrumah Bonner (player of the
series), Kyle Mayers and Joshua Da
Silva leading from the front in the batting department. Bonner and Mayers
made their debut on the tour and Da
Silva went into the series with only one
Test match under his belt.
Mayers was the best batsman overall in the series, scoring 261 runs at an

average of 87.00. In the opening Test,
Mayers scored 210 not out on debut to
help West Indies chase 395 to win. Bonner was more consistent than Mayers
ending as the second-best batsman with
231 runs at an average of 57.75. Da Silva
was sixth overall with 174 runs at an average of 43.50.
Off-spinner Rahkeem Cornwall and
left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican were
the most successful West Indies bowlers,
combining to grab 24 wickets in the series. Cornwall took 14 wickets including
match figures of 9/179 in the second
Test. Warrican grabbed ten wickets including match figures of 7/190 in the
first Test.
Speaking more about the selection
headache, Simmons said, “That is what
you want. As coaches, as selectors that
is what you want. You want people fighting for their position, you want when
you pick people they know that they

have to perform because people are waiting to come in if they don’t. That is when
your cricket starts moving upwards, so
let’s hope this is the start of the upward
movement.”
Discussing the performance of his
spinners, Simmons said, “I think he
(Cornwall) was outstanding. I think his
ability to bowl long spells for the captain
helped us a lot in this series and just his
ability to put people under pressure and
get wickets. For him to get 14 wickets
and the most wickets with so many more
experienced spinners in the other team it
is good to see and it is good for him and
for West Indies cricket.”
He added, “Fortunately there is still
some experience around them in (Jermaine) Blackwood and Kraigg batting
wise. It was good for them to have the
pressure, but also have somebody to turn
to for advice.”
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