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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

40 YEARS OF PUBLISHING Equality News
this week marks its 40th year
of publishing, with our very
first issue hitting the streets
on December 10 1981. Over
the last four decades, we’ve
kept readers abreast of the
latest news from Guyana and
the Caribbean, and have become the go-to source for
news and information for
readers across Canada and
the USA. As we celebrate
our milestone 40th, we look
forward to continuing to
serve you, our readers, each
and every week faithfully.
Here, copies of Equality roll
off the press for delivery, as
they have done for the last
40 years.

MORE VACCINES: Guyana has received an additional 42,120 doses
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine from the U.S. as part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s commitment to fighting the pandemic, as the leading financial
donor to COVAX. The donated doses of vaccine arrived in Guyana on Monday. This brings the total number of vaccines donated to Guyana through the
COVAX facility to 308,340. This is in addition to the 143,250 Pfizer vaccines
donated directly from the U.S. to Guyana. “This is the fifth donation of
COVID-19 vaccines to Guyana through COVAX. There should be no doubt
how seriously the United States takes the health and welfare of the Guyanese
people, and I hope everyone takes advantage of this and gets the jab,” said
U.S. Ambassador Sarah-Ann Lynch said in a release. Picture above shows
Guyana government officials and Ms Lynch receiving the shipment.
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Need booze for Christmas?
Better shop early, says LCBO
The Liquor Control Board of Ontario (LCBO) is advising Ontarians to
start their holiday alcohol shopping
early as ongoing global supply chain issues may cause shelves to be emptier
than usual this year.
Shortages of certain alcohols and
aluminum are just a few fallouts of a
long line of supply chain issues across
the country.
According to the LCBO, transportation issues, an imbalance of equipment, congestion in ports, and blank
sailings are resulting in an average
three-week shipping delay, with some
locations experiencing up to a six-week
delay.
This accounts for approximately a
third of LCBO’s stock shortages, they
say. The remaining shortages have been
prompted by suppliers’ inability to keep
up with continued changes in consumer
demand amid the pandemic, they say.
“We encourage customers to shop
early this year for the best selection of
gifts and holiday favourites, be flexible
about choice, and take the opportunity
to try something new if a particular
brand or product favourite is not avail-

Supply chain issues could cause a shortage of popular drinks at the LCBO this Christmas

able,” an LCBO spokesperson said in a
statement to CTV News Toronto on Friday.
The LCBO has identified certain
products that have been impacted more
significantly by global supply shortages
and shipping delays, including “some
champagnes and sparkling sets, new
world wines (New Zealand, Australia,
South America), import spirits (particularly tequila and scotch), and international beer/cider.”

The LCBO has provided some key
dates and deadlines for home delivery,
delivery to local stores and same-day
pickups.
If you would like products delivered to your home, the LCBO is asking
that customers place their orders online
by Dec. 15 for delivery by or before
Christmas Eve. For delivery to a local
branch, they are asking customers to
place their orders online by Dec. 12 for
pickup by Dec. 24. For same-day

pickup, orders must be placed at least
three hours before closing on Christmas
Eve and New Year’s Eve.
“We appreciate our customers’
continued patience as we navigate
global supply issues facing the international beverage alcohol industry,” the
company said.
The LCBO said they're expecting
some of the shortages to last into the
new year and that they "appreciate [customer's] continued understanding."

Ontario extending pause on capacity limits
The Ontario government is extending its pause
on lifting capacity limits in remaining higher-risk
settings where proof of vaccination against COVID19 is required as case counts have been steadily rising across the province for the past month.
On Tuesday, the government, in consultation
with Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Kieran
Moore, said it will not lift capacity limits for the time
being in these settings “out of an abundance of caution.”
These settings include food and drink venues
with dance facilities such as night clubs and wedding
receptions, strip clubs, sex clubs and bathhouses.
“In line with Ontario’s cautious approach to
date, as public health and medical experts learn more
about the Omicron variant, we are continuing to take
a deliberate pause in reopening to protect our hardfought progress against COVID-19,” Health Minister Christine Elliott said in a statement.
According to the government’s reopening plan,
capacity limits in these higher-risk settings were supposed to be lifted on Nov. 15, 2021 but that was
paused less than a week beforehand due to an increase in COVID-19 cases.

The government did not give a date for when it
plans to lift capacity limits in these settings but said
it will continue to monitor trends in key public health
units and the emergence of the Omicron variant that
was first detected in South Africa two weeks ago.
Current restrictions limit nightclubs and bathhouses to 250 patrons or 25 per cent of pre-COVID
capacity, whichever is less, while strip clubs can

admit as many people as they can fit while still maintaining two metres of distance between all occupants.
The reopening plan also called for the lifting of
vaccine certificates in some settings, such as restaurants, gyms and casinos, starting on Jan. 17, 2022
but yesterday Elliott said the system will likely stay
in place for a while longer.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stop
the games,
AGdecades
Williams
Celebrating
four
The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

This week, Equality News marks its
eral
Basil Williams to file two appeals of
40th anniversary.
the decision
by Chief
Roxannefor 4
Yes, we’ve
beenJustice
publishing
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since December
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when
George-Wiltshire’s
findings10
that
last Deour
very
first
issue
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cember’s No-confidence vote against the
While there
have been many
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government
was constitutional,
is grasping
along the way, we’ve survived, no small
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thatfor
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a paper
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Its special
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due
to
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sion vote of 33:32 members of the National
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clearer picture
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what
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happening
was validly passed as the requiin that country at the time.
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ofarticle
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constitution,”
the
Attorney
tor Forbes Burnham, and his total control
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field
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were fairly represented in the media, at
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ed pieces for us knowing they will be
the inevitable
in space
a desperate
bid widest
to hold on
given
an equal
and the
auto
power.
dience of any community newspaper in
North America.
In our decades of existence, we’ve
covered some of the major events in the
region, being the first in North America,
for example, to report on the renegade
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a commitment
we conevery
day.
tinue to make with each and every issue
we AG
publish.
Williams and President Granger
Our
know
wheretothey
have
might alsoreaders
be accused
of trying
buy time
to
turn
to
get
the
real
news.
to use the offices they hold to try to disA few weeks ago, Equality began a
credit any opposition they may face at the
new chapter by publishing a US edition
polls,
including
using the state-controlled
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This isn’t our first rodeo into something new. In the 1990s, we began producing a series of documentaries on
Guyana to highlight the country’s beauty
whether here or in other countries, are a
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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Guyana and other part of the world.
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Talk to your children about sexual abuse
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Babies can be anonymously surrendered at Alberta ﬁrehall ‘drop box’
A community fire station in Strathmore, Alta., believes it will soon be the
first in Canada to offer a safe place for
parents to surrender their newborn babies.
Hope's Cradle is similar to initiatives like Angel Cradles at two Edmonton hospitals and Safe Haven Baby
Boxes in the United States. But the
Hope's Cradle in Strathmore, a town 50
kilometres east of Calgary, is the first in
Canada that's attached to a fire station,
organizers say.
Right now, there's a simple, small,
square metal door on the outside of the
station, which will eventually have a
decal marking it as Hope's Cradle.
When opened, the door gives access to an enclosed, heated bassinet for
the baby. When the door closes, it locks
and a silent alarm goes off to alert fire
department staff.
Shift captain Eric Alexander is
happy to see the project close to being
fully operational.
"We're really excited to be able to
offer this service to our community and
the surrounding communities as well,"
Alexander said. "It's pretty special to be
the first one in Canada."
He hopes it catches on at stations
across the country.
Alexander started working on
Hope's Cradle after a baby was found
dead in a Calgary dumpster on Christmas Eve in 2017.
As a new father, the story stuck in
his mind. As a firefighter with a priority
of saving lives, he wanted to ensure that
didn't happen again.
"I just couldn't imagine the pain of
having to make that decision as a new
parent," he said.
While Alexander was working on
the project, a Calgary-based charity

A plain grey metal door outside the fire station in Strathmore will soon be a safe place for parents to surrender
their newborns, says Eric Alexander, shift captain of the Strathmore Fire Department

called Gems for Gems was working on
a similar idea.
Four months ago, they partnered to
come up with Hope's Cradle and split the
$20,000 cost of construction.
"For this first one, we've partnered
with Strathmore but we want to partner
with several all across Alberta and all
across Canada," said Jordan Guildford,
CEO and founder of Gems for Gems, a
charity that aims to end domestic abuse.
In the U.S., Guildford explained,
Safe Haven Baby Boxes are used more

in rural locations, because people living
in cities have the perception that
anonymity is higher in rural areas. So
they will drive to surrender their newborn.
Gems for Gems is working with
partnerships with the Calgary fire department as well, she said.
Anonymity will be protected unless
child shows sign of abuse or neglect
Unless the child is injured, leaving
a baby in a safe place will not result in
criminal charges.

The goal of the program, he explained, is to provide a safe place for
newborns to go to a caring home and get
the support they need.
"We want to ensure that expectant
mothers know that their anonymity will
be protected and will not be released
under any circumstances, as long as the
child is surrendered without signs of
neglect or abuse," Alexander said.
Hope's Cradle has no religious or
political affiliation, Guildford said.

Omicron: Canadians bracing for the worse
Since the announced detection of
the Omicron variant of COVID-19, a
new poll suggests Canadians bracing
for the worst.
More than four in five respondents to an online survey by Leger and
the Association for Canadian Studies
said they support closing the Canadian
border to travellers coming from specific countries where the variant is already present.
In response to the detection of
Omicron, Canada quickly put in place
travel measures, including banning visitors who have recently travelled
through 10 African countries, to curb
the spread.
The poll of 1,547 Canadians was
conducted Dec. 3-5. It cannot be assigned a margin of error because internet-based polls are not considered truly

random samples.
Based on respondents' feedback
on the potential impact of Omicron,
Leger executive vice-president Christian Bourque said people are expecting
the new variant to be as bad if not
worse than the Delta variant.
Forty-four per cent of respondents
said Omicron would have a worse impact on case counts than Delta while
43 per cent said the impact would be
the same.
“Expectations aren't overly optimistic,” said Bourque.
Sixty-eight per cent said they
would approve of reintroducing restrictions like social distancing and temporary lockdowns in Canada for certain
public places and certain activities.
Bourque said the approval rate for
restrictions has waned somewhat com-

pared to previous polls, in which more
than 80 per cent were in favour of
these safety measures.
“I don't think Canadians are looking forward to having to go back
there,” he said.
A majority of respondents said
they are in favour of possibly closing
Canada's border with the United States
for a period of time.
“We were kind of surprised to see
that almost two out of three Canadians
are saying we should consider closing
back the border with the U.S. although,
and for many months, a lot of Canadians were waiting for the day the border
would open back,” said Bourque.
Seventy-eight per cent said they
would support accelerating plans to introduce a “booster” or third dose of approved COVID-19 vaccines to certain

populations.
“I believe if the government was
to say, `This is our policy about the
booster shot moving forward,”' that
Canadians will be largely responsive,
and it would not be an issue at all,”
said Bourque.
Since the COVID-19 pandemic
hit in Canada, Leger has asked respondents to describe their opinion about
the state of the pandemic in the country.
The latest poll showed the a significant drop in the share of respondents who believe the worst of the
crisis is behind us.
“Since Omicron has been announced, then we see really a dip in
Canadians that are optimistic about
where we are in the pandemic,”
Bourque said.
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Homegrown Canadian Covid vaccine
shows positive results
Canada's first homegrown COVID19 vaccine has shown high efficacy
against infection during Phase 3 clinical
trials, the drugmakers behind the plantbased shot reported Tuesday, fuelling
hopes it could soon get a stamp of approval for use.
Medicago, a biopharmaceutical
company headquartered in Quebec City,
and British-American vaccine giant
GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) are now gearing up for their final regulatory submission to Health Canada.
The vaccine's overall efficacy rate
against all virus variants studied was 71
per cent, with a higher efficacy rate of 75
per cent against COVID-19 infections of
any severity from the dominant delta
variant, the companies said in a news release.
The results followed a global,
Phase 3, placebo-controlled study of the
two-dose vaccine that was launched last
March. The newly discovered omicron
variant — recently confirmed in various
countries around the world, including
Canada — was not circulating during the
trial period.
If licensed in this country, the shot
would be the first COVID-19 vaccine

using virus-like particle technology and
the first plant-based vaccine ever approved for human use, Brian Ward, medical officer for Medicago, said during a
recent interview with CBC News.
"This would be a first for the
world," he added, "not just for Quebec
and Canada."
The shots use Medicago's plant-derived, virus-like particles — which resemble the coronavirus behind
COVID-19 but don't contain its genetic
material — and also contain an adjuvant
from GSK to help boost the immune response.
In the vaccine's Phase 3 trial, no severe cases of COVID-19 were reported
in the vaccinated group, the release
notes. No related serious adverse events
were reported either, and reactions to the
shots were "generally mild to moderate
and transient," with symptoms lasting,
on average, only one to three days.
"I think there will be an important
need for our vaccine, both to increase the
number of doses available for those who
haven't had any vaccines yet, but also
possibly for those who need a booster
dose," Ward said.
National Advisory Committee on

Canadian vaccine is being made by Medicago in Quebec City

Immunization working group member
Matthew Miller, an immunologist at McMaster University in Hamilton who is
working on developing a different type
of vaccine for COVID-19, said the Medicago trial results are promising on both
efficacy and safety.
He noted that the public information was so far limited to a news release,
much like previous announcements from
other vaccine manufacturers.
The trial itself was also hindered by
time constraints and didn't specifically

break down the level of protection
against severe illness. That's because
there were too few serious COVID-19
cases in the placebo arm and none in the
vaccine arm, limiting the ability to draw
strong conclusions, Miller said.
"Nevertheless, I think we can expect that with 75 per cent protection
against any infection, you would expect
even stronger protection against severe
illness; that's been universally true of
every single other vaccine," he added.
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Trinidad to recall 700,000 drivers’
permits to crack down on fraud
The Licensing Division in Trinidad
and Tobago is moving to implement new
drivers’ permits (DPs) by month’s end.
The initiative is aimed at stopping
false drivers’ licenses from being produced by fraudsters and which are now
widely used by Venezuelans and T&T
nationals. It is unknown how many of
these fake DPs are in the hands of nonnationals.
However, Transport Commissioner
Clive Clarke confirmed that some of the
holders of fraudulent permits are
Venezuelans while some bogus licenses
have been engaging the attention of the
T&T Police Service.
Speaking in the presence of Works
and Transport Minister Rohan Sinanan,

Clarke said one way of stopping the
forged permits being used was by issuing new permits with security features
and hidden markings by the end of this
year and recalling the over 700,000 valid
permits in the coming months.
Clarke made it clear that the fake
permits were being replicated by individuals outside the ambit of their offices.
Since his appointment in March
2020, Clarke said Licensing Division
has picked up a number of false permits
containing names, addresses and dates of
births of legitimate drivers, while the
photograph bears the image of someone
else.
False permits tend to carry the same
numbers as legitimate permits.

Police and licencing officials check driver’s permits in T&T
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“We have seen an upsurge in duplicate numbers where persons are having
false driver’s permits being created on
the outside. In order for that to look as
close as possible to our records, they are
basically using what we call our number
range. But that is in no way on our
records,” Clarke said.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has come to the attention of the
publishers of Equality News that certain persons are removing bulk copies
of this newspaper from stores where
they are being distributed for your
convenience, and then destroying
them.
This illegal practice seems to be designed to stop Equality News from
reaching readers and advertisers, and
is being carried out with the clear intent to discredit our efforts to prove to
our clients that our paper is being
properly circulated weekly.
We are seeking the cooperation of
the public at large and store owners
and their staff to alert us if they see
our paper being removed in bulk from
places of distribution, and if possible,
to provide photographic evidence of
such a crime to us as we fully intend
to pursue such illicit activity to the
fullest extent of the law.
Readers and clients will understand
that we print and distribute Equality
News at significant cost each week in
order to meet our mandate of keeping
people of Caribbean descent informed
of events and happenings in their former homelands.
As well, we provide a weekly opportunity for readers to support community-owned businesses by shopping
locally.
Illegal activities such as the bulk removal of our paper from places of distribution hurt not just us, but our
readers and our clients who depend
on our readership for business, especially in these difficult times.
Please report any such illegal acitivity to us by calling 647-216-2359.
We appreciate your cooperation in
this very serious matter.
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Covid booster shots available to all
Guyanese adults by Christmas
Guyana Health Minister Dr Frank
Anthony announced on Monday that
COVID-19 booster shots are now available for all adults.
This is a reversal of previous health
ministry guidelines which established
criteria for who can access COVID-19
booster shots.
With the Christmas season already
here, family and other types of gatherings could result in a spike of COVID19 cases.
“We have to be careful as we go
forward during the Holiday season with
how we interact with each other. We will
have a lot of cases… and these are persons who have been confirmed with a
COVID-19 test,” Dr Anthony said during his daily COVID-19 press briefing.
Dr Anthony cautioned there are
persons who have milder forms of the
COVID-19 virus who would not have
been tested because they have not presented symptoms.
This, he said, means there are persons who could be exposed to COVID19 once they are exposed to persons
who do not know they have the virus.
The potential of death is high for

Guyana Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony

persons with underlying conditions who
are exposed to these persons who have
not tested, do not show symptoms but
have COVID-19, the Health Minister
reasoned.
Guyana recorded 57 new cases as
of December 5, Dr Anthony confirmed.
The majority of these cases are in Re-

gion 4 (Demerara-Mahaica).
He asked for persons to be cautious
in how they meet with their friends and
family as they should continue to wear
their mask and practice physical distancing. “If we don’t, these gains that we’ve
made over the last couple of weeks can
be quickly eroded and you can see new
cases coming up, new hospitalizations,

and new deaths,” Dr Anthony continued.
Guyana has administered over
738,000 COVID-19 vaccines. These include booster shots. “Those persons who
received their second dose but now we
are almost six months after the second
dose, they can come back and get a
booster,” Dr Anthony said.
The concern shared by Guyana’s
Health Minister was also shared by the
Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr Carissa Etienne
during a virtual press conference last
month on the situation in Latin America
and the Caribbean.
“Our region witnessed a large jump
in new cases following last year’s holiday season. And it took months for
countries to reduce the incidents of new
cases,” Dr Etienne lamented during that
press conference.
She said we now have more tools
to protect ourselves from the virus as she
urged persons to get vaccinated and to
observe COVID-19 emergency measures including wearing masks and
avoiding large gatherings.
“These vaccines have helped to
lower the hospital bed occupancy,” the
PAHO Director added further.

Teleperformance Guyana urged to expand
TELEPERFORMANCE Guyana
has been urged to expand its operations
beyond the boundaries of Georgetown,
Region Four.
The invitation was extended by
Senior Minister within the Office of the
President with Responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh.
Dr. Singh was delivering the feature address at the Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO) company’s fifth
anniversary observance in Guyana.
Minister Singh said government’s
liberalisation of the telecommunications sector has made expansion for
BPOs much easier. He said he would
like to see the company leading regional expansion in places such as Essequibo and Berbice.
“I would like to encourage you to
consider those destinations because we
want those jobs. The tremendous
growth that you have achieved here
thus far can be replicated and expanded
upon elsewhere. So, as you consider
that Caribbean expansion, I would urge

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

you to consider regional expansion
within Guyana to other towns beyond
Georgetown.”
By August 2020, the BPO industry in Guyana had in its employ some
2,906 persons. From then to now, the
sector has seen an increase of 1,229
persons, taking the total to 4,135.
The Finance Minister said government welcomes the advancement of
more value-added services.
“We would like to see more valueadded services and within the sector,
there is tremendous potential for valueadded services to be delivered. We
know we have a sufficiently talented
pool of people in Guyana to be able to
adapt to the delivery of the more valueadded services that BPOs can deliver,”
Minister Singh stated.
He said government is committed
to working with BPOs in their expansion and development.
“You have in this government, a
partner that recognises the vastness and
potential of the BPO sector. We view

Dr Ashni Singh

the sector in an extremely positive light
and you can be assured that we are
committed to continue working with
you very closely… we see the BPO
sector as a sector that has more poten-

tial than most other sectors to create
jobs for young Guyanese,” Dr. Singh
reminded.
Meanwhile, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Teleperformance Guyana,
Luis Barreto, said the company has had
five exceptional years of operating in
Guyana. He noted that Teleperformance Guyana will be expanding its
services in the country.
The CEO said the company will
create “a 1,000 plus new jobs in 2022.
That is the number that we are committing to the company; that is the number
that I am committing to Guyana and
that is the number that I am committing
to all of you… with 1,000 new jobs,
we are going to be creating 100 or
more staff supervisory management director positions in the next 12 months.”
The company plans to expand its
operations in Georgetown by establishing a new facility that could house 800
work stations. In Guyana, the company
employs 1,200 staff serving seven
clients in the United States.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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GECOM completes interviews
for new chairman
THE Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM) will meet on Tuesday
for deliberation after successfully completing interviews for Chief Elections
Officer on Monday afternoon.
It is expected that after Tuesday’s
statutory meeting, a report will at some
point be submitted to GECOM Chairman Justice (Ret’d) Claudette Singh.
The two candidates, Vishnu Persaud and
Leslie Harrow were interviewed virtually between 13:00hrs and 16:25hrs.
GECOM Commissioners Sase
Gunraj and Bibi Shaddick confirmed
this. According to Shaddick, the evaluation criteria for some commissioners
focused on academic qualifications, but
other criteria were explored including
training, professional qualifications and
knowledge of Guyana’s electoral system
including applicable laws.
The Guyana Chronicle recently reported recently on the shortlisting of the
two candidates. Commissioner Shaddick said Harrow was questioned on a
recent imbroglio involving his placement at the country’s disaster management agency after he was seconded for
six months from his substantive position
in the electoral office of Jamaica.
Harrow served as director-general
of the disaster management agency and
opted not to renew his secondment after
the six months, thus returning to the
electoral body.
The Jamaica media carried headlines that Harrow resigned from the position of director-general because of the
treatment he received while working at
the body and also because he reportedly
did not appreciate the political directives
handed to him.
Harrow has since denied the allegations made by the Jamaica Observer
and Jamaica Gleaner newspapers. In a
letter sent by Harrow and published by
the Observer, Harrow wrote: “I came to
the agency on November 1, 2020, on a

GECOM has short-listed two candidates for the post of Chairman

six-month secondment [sic] from my
substantive position at the Electoral Office of Jamaica, with an option to seek
an extension at the end of that period.
“This period ended on April 30,
2021, and I wish to state publicly that
my decision to return to the EOJ has
nothing to do with any unhappiness with
or interference from the minister, ministry or the agency, as is being implied
and stated in media reports. I had and
still have a cordial relationship with the
honourable minister [of local govern-

ment] and the permanent secretary and,
indeed, other members of the ministry.”
The Jamaica media, however,
maintained its position, citing a reliable
confidential source connected to the
government of Jamaica.
While Harrow remains on the job
at Jamaica’s electoral body, Commissioner Shaddick said he understands the
urgency of the placement and if he were
successful, he would be prepared to be
in Guyana by the end of December as
his superiors have been notified of his

interest in the senior election position
for Guyana.
Now that the interviews for chief
election officer have been completed,
GECOM moves closer to filling a number of vacancies at the body following a
massive overhaul of its operations resulting from the prolonged General and
Regional Elections in 2020, which saw
three former top elections officials being
hauled before the courts for electoral
fraud.

Call 647-216-2359 for rates
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Gov’t keeps its promises, says
Minister as cash grants handed over
Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha, M.P, said with the PPP/C in
Government, Guyanese are assured of
advanced living standards, noting that
the administration intends to fulfil all
promises made.
The minister delivered the message Friday, when he engaged a number of farmers at Paramakatoi, Region
Eight. Almost $29 million in flood relief cash grants were disbursed to farmers in the village.
“This is a fulfilment of a promise,
one that was made by the President. As
agriculture minister and as a government, we take our commitment to the
people very seriously, we ensure that
we deliver,” the minister said to loud
applause.
Cassava farmer, Julia John was
among the scores who received the
grant. Speaking with DPI, John could
only say, “I am proud of the government,” as she stood smiling happily.
Also excited for the assistance
was Doreen Edwards. The woman explained that due to the flood, her cassava plants were damaged. With the
help from government, Edwards said
her family is now certain about something to eat.
“With the plenty rain fall all of my
cassava spoiled. I am glad that the government gave me money, so I can get

some of the little things that I needed,”
she relayed.
Another farmer, Silverene Gomes
expressed, “I am really happy and
thankful for this relief and I am happy
that the government remembered us.
This is a very great help to my family.”
Minister Mustapha said the devastating flood following the May/June
rains had affected all 10 administrative
regions, with the agriculture sector
being impacted by almost 95 per cent.
“People’s crops were damaged,
livestock died, others suffered losses in
their household. At the time of the
flood, government’s aim was to ensure
that we get the water as quickly as possible off the lands to relieve the people,
taking them to higher grounds and ensuring they have something to eat,” the
minister explained.
He said the cash grants distribution is not a compensation, but government’s gesture to bring some level of
relief to flood affected citizens. He underscored the importance for farmers to
return to their livelihood early.
“This shows that we as a government want to invest in the people of
our country, and I could say over the
last months, since we assumed government in August 2020, government implemented a lot of measures for the
Guyanese people.”

Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha hands over flood relief cash grants

These measures, the minister
added, includes the $25,000 COVID19 cash grants for every household, the
$19,000 ‘Because we care’ uniform
and school supply cash grants for public and private school students and the
$25,000 one-off cash grant for pensioners.
The minister explained that the investments created a significant boost
for the local economy.
“Because when you get this
money, not you alone will benefit. The
entire village, community, region benefits, because you use the money to pro-

cure services at the shop etcetera, and
the money is circulated.”
Minister Mustapha told the villagers that they can expect more support during the government’s tenure.
Approximately $173 million in
flood relief grants were distributed to
residents in the Potaro–Siparuni.
Apart from Minister Mustapha,
Amerindian Affairs Minister, Pauline
Sukhai, M.P, and Local Government
and Regional Development Minister,
Nigel Dharamlall, M.P, spearheaded
distribution exercises in other communities within the region.

Guyana seeking eco-lodge, resort proposals
The Government of Guyana
through the Ministry of Tourism, Industry and Commerce is seeking proposals for the development of eco
lodges and resorts in various regions
countrywide.
The ministry said “Guyana has
been recognised as a premier ecotourism destination with much potential for further development.”
According to a statement by the
ministry, the government, “is prepared
to offer attractive incentives for the development of the eco lodge and the resort industry, including fiscal
incentives.”
In a recent interview with members of the media minister Oneidge
Walrond had noted that there is need
for upgraded facilities.
“To have facilities that cater to
different taste, different needs, different budgets, depending on what you
would like to spend and what we found
is that there has been a gap in luxury
rooms. Some people just like to come
with their hammocks and throw and
camp, some people like air-conditioned
experience,” Minister Walrond said.
“We have invited people in the
private sector to come and develop the
different areas, the falls, there are many
falls there are many places that eco
lodges would work in terms of being
economically viable, will be a thriving

Guyana Tourism Minister Walrond answers questions from the media at
Kyk-Over-Al.

business. We’ve seen a lot of

Amerindian villages that would like to

have their guest houses restored. So,
there are lots of opportunities for eco
lodges.”
The minister said there is currently no large eco-friendly resort in
Guyana.
“We don’t just want to put down a
mass hotel or a mass development, it
has to be…that’s why we coined it the
eco lodge, because there are certain requirements and stipulations that have
to go into it when you (are) building an
eco-lodge. So, it remains sustainable, it
remains beneficial to the environment
and it does not harm the environment
and also takes into account the community which it’s being built in, but it’s
still a lovely comfortable experience,”
Minister Walrond said.
The ministry said the objective of
the project is to generate employment
by engaging the local communities,
create business opportunities through
collaboration and partnership by engaging local communities, to expand
the country’s accommodation selection
and room stock and to encourage the
participation of the private sector to
have co ownership of the tourism product.
The request for proposal can be
downloaded from the ministry’s website. Deadline for submission is January 30,2022.
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Ghanian Vice President, the Honourable Dr Mahamudu Bawumia addressing the conference in Guyana

Guyana-Ghana discussions will improve
relations, generate investment: Ali
Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali
said that the ensuing discussions at the
Government and private sector levels
between Guyana and Ghana are aimed
at bolstering bilateral relations and generating business investment opportunities.
The President made these remarks
at the official meeting between the delegations of government and private sector
representatives from Ghana, led by the
country’s Vice President, the Honourable Dr Mahamudu Bawumia, at the
Arthur Chung Conference Centre
(ACCC) today.
“This morning is about building relationships, opening up doors and examining possibilities.”
The Head of State said that the
Government of Guyana is pleased to be
part of the process that not only seeks to
integrate the people of the two countries
but, more importantly, to integrate the
two local private sectors.
This linkage, the President added,
will be important in finding common
ground where mutual opportunities can
be examined and joint strategies built.
He noted that from the level of both
Governments, there has been clear direction and agreement that their private sectors will be the “engines that will drive

the process forward”.
The President also explained that
present bureaucratic red-tapes would be
removed in order to expedite business
opportunities.
“Both Governments agree to make
the functionaries of government and the
system of government accessible to the
private sector of both countries.”
President Ali stated that while the
Government is responsible for creating
the policies and the environment conducive for business development and investment, it is the local private sector
that will execute the activities.
He implored representatives from
both private sectors to have direct and
meaningful engagements that would advance the opportunities that they are
seeking to pursue.
“Make good use of this opportunity
that exists on both sides. It is not only
about an opportunity that exists in
Guyana or opportunities that exists in
Ghana; it is how we combine the power
of the twin opportunity to become a dynamic and major player. And this is the
level of engagement and thinking we
want at the private sector.”
The President stressed that the intention should not only be growing a
business in Guyana or Ghana but com-

bining efforts and economies to become
a more significant player on the international market.
Natural resources, agriculture (particularly in food production and food security) and infrastructure were listed as
some of the investment areas by the
President, who assured that both governments are ready to “listen, engage and
work with you in making things happen”.
“So my encouragement to the private sector is to think at a higher level
too, at the more macro level. Be innovative in your approach. It is not about
an opportunity; it is about sustaining industries and sectors and combining efforts that would bring real value out of
this engagement.”
The Head of State also underscored
the importance of following through
with the agreements and indicated that
Dr Bawumia and Vice President, the Honourable Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, will work
on a framework agreement that examines how engagements, which includes
shared prosperity and common outlook,
are going to be made.
“How do we work on core initiatives like reducing disparity, inequality,
removing hunger, building our capacity
to enhance infrastructure, reducing the

cost of energy, improve trade?”
The government’s role, according
to the President, is to open the door, create the environment and put the necessary fiscal and other policy
arrangements in place.
Vice President Bawumia also delivered remarks at the meeting and expressed Ghana’s intention to improve
bilateral relations with Guyana. He
noted that the recent upsurge in economic growth for both countries has
provided a new opportunity and enabling environment for their private sectors to enhance commercial ties.
He added that there is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
the Guyana Office for Investment (GoInvest) and the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre to train agencies in
Ghana to provide services for Guyanese
investors and to assist prospective
Guyanese investors with specific information, especially relating to key sectors.
Additionally, he pointed out that
the Ministry of Trade and Industry in
Ghana will liaise with its local counterparts to establish a Ghana-Guyana
Chamber of Commerce.
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Re
egular
g
ONL
LY
Y 25 g

Ca
arita
Ch
hicken Soup
50
0g

Ro
oyal Danish
Bu
utter Cookies
34
40 g

Grrace
Ins
stant Oats
1 kg
k

TM
MPR
Allcohol Solution

$

1

2//

$

1

2//

1

99

each
each

1

69

each
each

$

2/

5

Five Location To
50 sqf
s

500 ml

47
73 ml
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Delicious Jamaican Dish
Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Goat Me
Goat
Go
M
Mea
Meat
eaat

DON’
DON’T
ON’T PA
PA
AY
Y FOR
FOR FA
FA
FAT
ATT!!
!!

Beeest
B
st Qual
st
Quality
Quaalitty
Eas
Ea
asy
syy Coook Ox
Oxt
xta
taail

3

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Chicken
hicckeen
Leeg QQuuarters
Leg
uarteers
ua

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Chicckeen Drums
Chicken
Drumssticks
ticcks

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Loobsteer TTai
Lobster
ail
ai

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Grey
Gre
rey
ey
Snaapper Steak
Snapper
Ste
St
teeak

3

2

3

6

Frroze
ozen or
Prev
reviou
usly
sly
Frroz
ozen

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Headless
Heeaddleess
Baang
Bangam
nga
gaam
maary Fish
mary
Fissh

Jamaica’
Ja
amaicica
ca’
a’’s CChoice
hoic
ho
hoice
oicice
ce
Double
Do
l Smo
moked
oke
kedd
ked
Chrisstmaas Haam

49
$
9
99
99
9
$
$
$ 99
lb
lb
b
lb
b
lb

$ 99
lb

7

Frroz
Frozen
Fro
oze
zeen
Burneed Cow
Burned
Bu
CCoow Foot
Foot
Fo

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh
Beeff Blade
Beef
Be
Bl
Bla
llad
ade
dde Ste
St
Ste
teaks
eaks
k

99
99

34
3
4
24 19
24
9

6

95
5
lb
b

99
$
$ 99
$
lb as is
lb as is

9
99

1 kg box
10
ox

8--10
-10 oz

18 kg box
ox

with purchase
with
purc
rchasse of 2 cases
cases
es or more
re
Thurs
Thursday
rssday
ay to Sunday
ay Only
ly

Frrre
F
esh
sh Sea
Seaf
affo
afo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes
FFrreesh
Fre
Reed Laanne Snaappers

Frroz
Fro
oze
zeen
Heerrin
ing
ng Spraat

Frreesh
Fre
YYeel
ello
low
ow TTaai
ail
Snaappers

Frreesh
Fre
Sttra
raw
aw
wberry Grooupers

Frreesh
Fre
Atlaantic Whoole
Salmo
moon

9
$ 99 $ 99 $ 99 $7999 $399

5

lb as is

6

2

lb as is

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Green
Greeen
or R
or
Ripe
iipe
ippe
Plaanta
Plantai
nttaain

Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet
Suga
Sugar
uggaar Mang
Mango
Ma
nggo

99
99

lb a
as is

lb as is
is

Fresh
reesh
Jamaican
Ja
amaaica
icca
can D
Da
Dasheen
ashe
hee
een
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lb
b

lb
b

Dry Co
Dry
Cocon
ocoonuts
utts

99
99

1

99
99

4
1
3
Fivve Locationss To
Five
To Serve
Serr ve You Betteer

lb
b as is

lb

e
each

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Store Hours

y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Monday-F
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Dixie Rd.

Kennedy
K
y Rd
d. Soith

Finch A
Av
ve. W .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

R

Stafffford Dr
D.

Bloor St. E.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

i

D r.

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.
A l b 416-740-98700

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shep
pp
pard A
Av
ve. W .

Sheppard Av
ve. E .

Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.

Silverstone

Keele St.

F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W.
Daanforth
Fo
ood Market
3701 Keele St.
416
416-398-812
398 8123

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Danforth Food Market
y Road
144 Kennedy
South
289-298-0
0399

Glidden Rd.

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Serve You Better

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Specials
p
s in Efffeect Thu. Deec. 9th
til Whileddd.,
until
,D
December
15
thh, 2021.
Although we strive
ve for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occu
urr, we reserve the right to correct any
a errorr. Specials Available While
Q
Quantities
titi L
Last.
t W
We
e reserve the
th righ
i htt to
t limit
li it quantities.
t
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We offer restorative
e
herba
al
treatments
s for metabolic
illness such
h as...

My name is Marliin Marsh, I have
workked as a herba
h balist
li and
dh
homeopathic
hi
consultant for oveer 24 years,
thrro
oughout many clinics in the GT
TA
A.
I am now ex
exclusivvely working and
consulting thrro
ough my own clinic,
Marlin Herbs.
I am a health and
d wellness educator
trreeating thrro
ough herbs
h
and dietary
support for you to
o live your best life.

Cancer Support

Tuber
u rc
colosis

Diabetics

Prostate Support

Fatty Liver

PSA Lowering

Arteriosclerosis

Erectile Dysfunction

Arthritis

Endometriosis

Gout

Fibroid/Heavy Bleeding

Heart Circulation

Digestion

Lupus

Gerd

HPV
V,, HERPES

Constipation

EBV CMV HSV HCV
V

Diverticular Disease

Bacterial STD

Acne

Viral Infections

Multiple Sclerosis

Piles/ Hemorrhoids

Nerve Damage

Parasite Infection

Mental Health

Parkinson

Alzheimers

B
Hepatic Infections B/C
PCOS Polycystic Ovary Syndrome
Pelvis Infla
ammation Disease PID

416
4
41
1616
1
6---2
6
-28
28
2
81
81
1-HERB
11-H
-H
-H
HE
HER
ER
RB
B
(4372)

marli
mar
m
arl
arli
rlinher
rrl
linher
li
lin
inhe
nh er
erbs@
eerb
rbs@
rrb
b
bs@
s@g
ss@
@g
gma
gm
ma
ail.com
a
ai
i .c om
m

89
8
9 Tho
Thor
Thornm
hornm
o moun
mou
mo
un
ntt D
n
Drriv
rive U
Unit
Uni
Un
niiitt #
n
#7
7
Sccarbo
S
rbo
borough
bo
oug
ug
gh
h,, O
h
ON
N M1
M1B
M
1
1B
B5
5V
5V4
V4
4

Colitis And
A
Crohn’s Disease
Irritable
e Bowel Symptoms
Dialysis, Prevention
P
and Support
COPD Chronic Ob
bstructive Pulmonary Dise
Ostherroclosis Bone Loss

89 Thornmo
unt Drive
2370
MIDLAND
AVE.Unit
Unit#7c8
Scarborough,
on. M1B
MIS-5C8
Scarboroug
gh, ON
5V4
416-281- HERB (4372)
marlinherb
bs@gmail.com

Restorative
Restora
ative healtth
h,
that is what
Marlin Herbs is
always about.

Restorative healtth, that is what Marlin Herbs is alway aboutt.
Health is not the absen
nce of Disease.
IT IS A ST
TA
AT E OF PHYSICAL,, MORAL AN D SPIRITUAL WELL BEING.

There are four main types of disease: infe
ectious diseases, deficiency diseases, hereditary
diseases (including both genetic disease
es and non-genetic hereditary diseases), and
physiological diseases.

INFECTIOUS

DEFICIENCY

HEREDITAR
TARY
Y

PHYSIOLOGICAL
L

Organs, standard
cleanses
l
and
d tonics
t i s
are offffered.
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

The lungs
The liver
The bladder
The kidneys
The heart
The stomach
The intestines

Glandular system customise treatmentt of
herbs are offered.

Our Goal is Curative
Therapeutive Corrective
Health
Therapeutic treatments herbal and
nutritional support is offered for all the
major organ systems in the human body,
which include the circulatory, respiratory,
digestive, excretory, nervous, endocrine
lymphatic systems, immune, integumentarry
(includes hair and
d nail), skeletal, muscle an
nd
reproductive systems.

! 416 281
2
HERB (4372)

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

hypothalamus
pituitary
thyroid
d
parathyyroid
adrena
al
pineal body
the ova
aries
the tesstes

 mar

rlinherbs@gmail.com
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Guyana could earn US$3.5 billion
from oil and gas sector by 2025
REVENUE generated from the
local oil and gas sector is expected to
catapult Guyana to the ranks of wealthiest countries in the Western Hemisphere,
thereby increasing the government’s fiscal space to invest in initiatives geared
at expanding the economy and improving the overall welfare of citizens.
“Guyana is now poised to be one of
the wealthiest countries in the hemisphere… [we intend to] employ the
gains from exploiting these deposits into
initiatives geared at expanding the economy, improving competitiveness, giving
people the best social services, increasing productivity, enhancing food production and building new sectors,” President
Dr. Irfaan Ali said in his keynote address
during a virtual faculty workshop on the
microeconomics of competitiveness,
hosted by Harvard Business School, on
Monday.
In painting a vivid image of what is
expected from the oil and gas sector in
the near term, Dr. Ali said that by 2025,
operating cash flow, based on total investment, is expected to reach US$3.5
billion.
The performance of this sector is

expected to improve even further as the
years go by, since the success rate is 80
per cent and there are already 26 commercial discoveries.
ExxonMobil’s
first
offshore
Guyana project, Liza Phase One, began
producing in late 2019, well ahead of the
industry’s average for development time.
Liza Phase Two remains on track to
begin producing oil by early 2022.
Liza Phase Two will produce up to
220,000 barrels of oil per day at peak
rates, using the Liza Unity FPSO. Late
last year, the oil giant, following an
agreement with the Government of
Guyana, decided to proceed with the Payara field development offshore Guyana.
Payara is ExxonMobil’s third project in the Stabroek Block, and is expected to produce up to 220,000 barrels
of oil per day, after start-up in 2024. The
US$9 billion development will target an
estimated resource base of about 600
million oil-equivalent barrels.
And even as the industry gears up
for further production, there are six drill
ships operating offshore Guyana,
namely the Stena Carron, the Stena
DrillMAX, the Noble Bob Douglas, the

Noble Tom Madden, the Noble Don Taylor and the Noble Sam Croft.
Westmount Energy had said that
Guyana, with its positive prospects and
vast potential, remains one of the few
areas of “blue-chip” interest in high-impact exploration. Investopedia defines
blue-chip stocks as secure investments
because they pay out dividends as well
as consistently and steadily grow over
time.
As it is now, Guyana is expected to
end the year with over US$600 million
in its Natural Resource Fund (NRF).
Revenues reaching close to US$70
million could be earned from the sale of
the country’s final oil lift for this year,
which was completed a few days ago.
Guyana had earned close to US$80

million from the sale of its penultimate
lift for 2021, taking the total earnings in
the NRF to over US$534 million.
According to the Bank of Guyana’s
monthly report on the NRF, the aggregate
sum
moved
from
US$436,132,855.53 in September to
US$534,016,987.03 in October.
This is as a result of the country
earning G$16,757,920,000 from “profit
oil” and G$3,647,083,000 (approximately US$17 million) in royalties from
ExxonMobil.
A report compiled by the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB)
early this year showed that earnings
from Guyana’s oil and gas sector could
reach US$31 billion (roughly G$6.7 trillion) by 2035.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects
* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

Inside Projects
* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Katrina Kaif and her husband Vicky Kaushal

Katrina Kaif, Vicky Kaushal tie
the knot in big, fat wedding

Katrina Kaif and Vicky Kaushal never really
admitted to being in a relationship, nor made their
love Insta official. But now, the private couple is
tying the knot in a big, fat wedding in Rajasthan.
The exclusive event will be attended only by the
couple's close friends and family, who have started
gathering at the venue for three days of wedding
revelry.
A source close to the couple reveals, "Katrina
and Vicky will celebrate the mehendi ceremony
with both sides of the family. Vicky has a big, loving and warm Punjabi family on his side and his
chacha, chachi, mama, mami are all looking forward to officially welcome Katrina into the fam-

ily". The wedding preparations have been in full
swing on the groom's side for quite some time now.
"It's going to be a joyous occasion for both sides
with both their friends and family getting together
to celebrate the couple's special day!" adds the
source.
Katrina's family--mom, sisters and brother,
and her close group of friends--has also specially
flown down from London for the occasion. The
source further says, "While it's going to be a private, intimate affair, the celebrations are still going
to be grand. They have spared no expense to ensure
that they make their special day a memorable one!"

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Tourism sector to market
Guyana with US$1M app
The Ministry of Tourism in collaboration with the Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA), on Thursday last,
launched the US$1M ‘Beyond Tourism’
application (app) which was funded by
the Inter-American Development Bank
(IDB).
The IDB project, aims to reverse
the 42 percent decline, which the
tourism sector faced as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, while at same
time, advancing digital transformation to
boost economic growth through technology and maintaining a safe eco-tourism
amid the pandemic.
The first mobile application, ‘Discover Guyana’ was designed specifically
for persons travelling to, and around the
country, in order to provide real time information on safeguards, standards and
certified providers at each stage of their
inbound travel to the region.
The system involves two key components geared towards promoting and
protecting the health and safety needs of
the Rupununi’s eco-tourism industry,
namely a series of protocols tailored for
that locale and the two mobile apps—developed by local technology company
V75 Inc.
Using the app, tourists can plan
their trips by viewing the GTA’s certified
tourism establishment profiles, communicate directly with tourism providers,
and add required health records for easy

The Discover Guyana Application

screening during travel.
Meanwhile, the second mobile application, ‘Discover Guyana Tourism
Service Providers’ allows tourism service providers to create profiles for their
establishments, demonstrate their
COVID-19 certification information to
travellers, respond to inquiries, and access up-to-date health information to
keep both their staff and visitors safe.
The ‘app’ also boasts a check-in
system that will require travellers to
check in and out of lodges and answer
periodic questions about their health in

order to track a visitor’s travel history in
the event of a positive COVID-19 case.
IDB
country
representative,
Lorenza Salazar, during the launching
ceremony observed, “…At the IDB, we
embrace the digital transformation. It is
an easy development priority and a key
pillar of the bank’s vision 2025, to help
to stimulate economic recovery and foster inclusive growth.”
She said, “I am particularly delighted to be here at the launch of this
beyond tourism, safe lodges, safe guests,
safe communities’ initiative and I would

like to congratulate the team effort of the
GTA, the IDB , DIA Global and of
course, Wilderness Explorer, for your
commitment to this project of safe travel,
and safe communities and bringing this
concept into fruition.’
Tourism Minister, Oneidge Walrond was also on hand for the launch,
said the app does show agility and resilience and that initiatives “like this,
represent the kind of assurance that our
visitors will have when they come to
Destination Guyana…”

CCJ allows Neesa Gopaul’s Mom to appeal
Special leave has been granted to
Bibi Sharima-Gopaul, the woman who
was convicted and sentenced for the
murder of her 16-year-old daughter,
Neesa Gopaul, in 2016.
According to documents seen by
this newspaper, Gopaul through her attorney Arud Gossai have approach the
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) in a
bid to overturn her conviction which
was upheld by the Guyana Appeal Court
last August.The murder convict has
been granted special leave to appeal the
conviction and her jail sentence by the
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ).
The court’s decision was based on
a Notice of Application for Special
Leave to appeal the decision of
Guyana’s Court of Appeal of Guyana,
which on August 31, 2021, upheld the
convictions of Sharima-Gopaul and her
co-accused, Jarvis Small. The two had
their sentences significantly reduced
from the collective 206 years sentence
to 45 years each.
Last August, the Appeal Court
bench led by Chancellor of the Judiciary
(Ag) Justice Yonette Cummings-Edwards, Justices of Appeal Rishi Persaud
and Dawn Gregory, delivered the ruling
on the duo’s application to have their
conviction and combined 206 years jail

Bibi Sharima-Gopaul, right, was convicted in the murder of her daughter Neesa, left

sentence set aside.
While the Court found no reason
upon which their conviction could be set
aside, it held that Trial Judge, Navindra
Singh, erred in imposing the lengthy jail
sentences. As such, the court substituted
the 106 years jail sentence handed to
Gopaul, 50, and the 96 years jail sentence imposed on her younger ex-lover,
Small, to 45 years imprisonment each.

Additionally, the murder convicts
were given no credit for time spent in
pre-trial custody given the aggravating
circumstances in the case. Rather, Justice Cummings-Edwards, underscored
the gruesome manner in which the victim who was only 16 when she met her
demise, this included the extent of the
injuries she received, the manner in

which her body was disposed of and the
fact that she was killed by persons close
to her.
On October 2, 2010, the partially
decomposed body of the teenager who
attended Queen’s College was found
stuffed into a suitcase, which was anchored in a creek with several dumbbells at the Emerald Tower Resort at
Madewini, Soesdyke-Linden Highway.
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Harmon must come clean on the
2% Exxon deal: Jerry Jailall
With the Guyana government coming out with a definitive pronouncement
that it will not be renegotiating its contract with Esso Exploration and Production
Guyana
Limited
(EEPGL)—ExxonMobil Guyana—it is
now time for each of the contenders
vying to lead the People’s National Congress Reform (PNC/R) to make a public
pronouncement of their positions on the
matter.
This more so, with Opposition
Leader and contender for the leadership
position in the PNC/R leadership race,
Joseph Harmon, who in a recent Sunday
Kaieteur News publication, was pictured
wearing a t-shirt saying, “Demand 50%
royalty.”
Additionally, Harmon must also
now come clean with the nation, and divulge who instructed the Minister of
Natural Resources, Raphael Trotman, to
sign the contract with ExxonMobil
Guyana.
The sentiments were recently expressed by Canada-based Guyanese, Dr.
Jerry Jailall, who suggested that the position postulated by Harmon, “seems to
be clear support for the renegotiation of
the oil and gas contract as any increase
in the two percent paltry royalty, which
we get now, would require renegotiation.”
According to Dr. Jailall, “Harmon’s

Guyana opposition leader Joseph Harmon

call for a 50 percent royalty now sets an
interesting stage.”
This since, the Exxon Chief had
said both the People’s Progressive Party
Civic (PPP/C) and PNC/R promised during the election, that the contracts will
not be renegotiated.
As such, Dr. Jailall was adamant,
Harmon must now explain clearly, “If he
and his PNC are now supporters of a better, fair deal for Guyana.”

To this end, he also quipped, “…we
also need to hear from Mr. Harmon’s
challengers where they stand on renegotiation and whether they also would wear
the T-shirt.”
According to Dr. Jailall, “if Harmon
stands solid, this changes the political
dynamics in Guyana and spells trouble
for the PPP/C’s engine room, which
milked the Global Witness report to say
the PNC/R sold out the country; that we

stand to lose US$55 billion and the
PPP/C will renegotiate the contract if
they win.”
To this end, Dr. Jailall used the occasion to also remind, that the Alliance
For Change’s (AFC) David Patterson, is
getting ready to challenge the gas-toshore project seeking full disclosure of
information.
Conversely, he noted that right now,
the PNC/R is in disarray, “having failed
in its attempt to rig the 2020 election
Burnham style; it has no message or
platform beyond racial incitement, gives
tepid support for vaccination that
amounts to non-support, refuses to
recognise a duly elected PPP/C Government, while the PPP/C basks in its multitudinous development projects all
across the country.”
To this end, Dr. Jailall, questioned,
if Minister Raphael Trotman, who
signed “the bad Exxon deal that sold out
the national patrimony said he was told
to sign the contract, who told him to
sign? The PNC side, Dr. Jailall noted,
has not said anything but the only “two
people who were above Mr. Trotman and
could have hypothetically told Mr. Trotman to sign, would have been the President and Mr. Harmon; Mr. Harmon was
the number two man in the Granger
Government so we need Mr. Harmon to
clear the air on this.”

CRIME & COURTS

Nurse pockets $3M selling vaccine cards
A Guyana nurse last week admitted to police that she had sold some 50
Covid-19 vaccine cards at a price of
$65,000 each and that 12 of her colleagues at the Ministry of Health had
sold some 500 as well at the same price.
She along with another nurse were
nabbed by police last week during separate ‘sting operations’ selling the cards
on the East Coast and East Bank Demerara.
The first was caught in the East
Coast Police District last week. She
was arrested and taken to the Sparendaam Police Station and spent some
three days in the Beterverwagting Police lock-ups.
Commander of East Coast police
district, Khali Pareshram, said that she
has since been released on bail and the
case file has been sent to the Director
of Public Prosecution (DPP) for legal
advice. The second nurse was reportedly caught on Saturday last at a snackette on the East Bank of Demerara
(EBD).

This media house was told that
they are being accused of facilitating
individuals who do not want to take the
Covid-19 vaccines by selling them the
vaccine card. Police reportedly set up
undercover operation posing as one of
these individuals to trap the nurses.
Kaieteur News was told that on
Saturday a female police rank contacted a nurse and told her that she
would like to purchase some vaccine
cards. The nurse then reportedly told
the rank that it will cost her $65,000.
The serial numbers of the cash were
recorded and the female rank agreed to
meet with the nurse at the snackette.
She paid for the Covid-19 booklets and
then called in her colleagues to intercept the nurse.
The police ranks arrested the nurse
and took her to Golden Grove Police
Station where she admitted to selling
50 Covid-19 Vaccine Booklets. She has
also named 12 other medical personnel
working with the Ministry of Health
who are allegedly selling vaccine cards

also. According to the detained nurse
the 12 have allegedly sold some 500
vaccine cards. The nurse has also
agreed to assist investigators in going
through the records to identify the buyers of the COVID-19 booklet. Investigations are ongoing.
Back in August this year, in wake
of concerns about the possible forgery
and selling of fake COVID-19 vaccination cards, Minister of Health, Dr.
Frank Anthony, had said that his ministry is working on a system to generate
digital versions of the COVID-19 vaccination card.
Anthony had told the media that
digital document and a corresponding
digital database would help ease the
concerns about possible forged documents, as well as help give persons easier access to show proof of vaccination
when visiting businesses and government ministries and agencies. While Dr.
Anthony gave no definitive timeline for
the completion and release of a digital
card, he noted that employees of the

Ministry are in the process of creating
electronic copies of the cards as part of
the first step towards digitising the system.
“We are digitalising our records
right now, and we have a few options
that we are looking at right now on how
we can do this,” Dr. Anthony said, emphasising that the new system would be
calibrated in a way to detect cases of
forgery, given that there have been reports of persons attempting to forge the
cards and corrupt the process.
“We have had reports of persons
who are forging the card, and if we find
anyone forging the card they will face
the law, because we have a law that
deals with forgery…In Section 240 of
our criminal law, our Criminal Offences Act, Chapter 8:01, forgery is an
offence and you can be prosecuted for
forgery.….If you didn’t get vaccinated,
why would you get a card to say that
you’re vaccinated? The vaccines are
free. It’s there, go get it,” Minister Anthony said.
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Tobago voters ditch PNM after
21 years, PDP now in charge
A majority of Tobagonians opted
for change yesterday when they elected
the Progressive Democratic Patriots
(PDP) headed by Watson Duke and Farley Augustine to run their Tobago House
of Assembly affairs until 2025.
Preliminary results indicated a PDP
milestone with a majority of Tobago’s
15 seats - breaking People’s National
Movement’s 21-year management of the
THA.
“This is a Tobago dream come
alive. We start a new day for Tobago, we
wake up (this morning) resolved to
change,” PDP deputy leader Augustine
in an address to jubilant supporters at
10.45 pm.
Augustine lauded PDP leader Duke
- and warned the PNM Government and
Prime Minister Dr Keith Rowley that his
party’s victory meant that Tobago had
rejected bullying and other tactics.
Augustine said at that time the PDP
was uncertain what was the exact number of winning seats but it was apparent
the PDP won anywhere from 12 seats
and upward.
“Whatever the final count is
(today), we’re grateful for whatever opportunity God has given us,” Augustine
said.
PNM Tobago Council leader Tracy
Davidson-Celestine, who lost her seat,
conceded at a subdued Shaw Park location before Augustine spoke.
She said Tobagonians wanted
change and had voted for the other side.
“I congratulate the PDP and its
leadership Farley Chavez Augustine and

PDP supporters celebrate in Scarborough, Tobago

Watson Duke for winning. I wish them
all the best in the upcoming term of the
THA,” Davidson-Celestine said.
“We are saddened by the situation
but it’s an opportunity for us to regroup
and do introspection ... the PNM is still
here to represent you.”
Prime Minister Rowley had been in
Tobago since last Friday but wasn’t seen
at the location.
Up to press time, the margin stood
at 12-3 but the Elections and Boundaries
Commission will announce the official
results this week.
The outcome broke the 6-6 tie between PNM and PDP which resulted

from the January THA poll. Then, PNM
had lost four of its 10 seats to PDP.
On Monday, preliminary results indicated the PNM slid further behind.
Forty-five candidates from five political parties contested Monday’s elections. The PDP and PNM contested in all
15 electoral districts.
The Innovative Democratic Alliance, led by former PNMite Denise
Tsoiafatt-Angus, contested in 13 of the
15 – mainly in south and central Tobago
held by PNM.
IDA didn’t contest in the East districts of Belle Garden/Glamorgan and
Roxborough/Argyle held by PDP.

The Class Action Reform Movement and Unity of the People each
fielded one candidate in Buccoo/Mt
Pleasant – the only district contested by
five candidates.
PDP’s Duke and Augustine won
their seats in Roxborough/Argyle and
Parlatuvier /L’Anse Fourmi/Speyside respectively. Preliminary figures indicated
PDP also retained Belle Garden, Mason
Hall-Moriah, Bethel/New Grange and
other seats.
PDP supporters began celebrating
as early as 8.30 pm after the PDP
showed early leads in a number of seats.
PDP votes in its heartland Eastern seats
crossed the 1,000s by 9.30 pm. By 10
pm, hundreds of PDP supporters in
Duke’s Roxborough seats celebrated so
energetically that riot police had to be
called to caution them on social distancing. Preliminary results indicated the
PNM won the three new seats which
were created by the Elections and
Boundaries Commission to break the 66 tieThose were Darrel Spring/Whim
(Kelvon Morris), Lambeau/Lowlands
(Kino Mckenzie) and Mt St
George/Goodwood (Charles Adams).
Apart from PNM Tobago leader
Davidson-Celestine, several other PNM
candidates who won in January appeared to have lost this time.
PNM Tobago Council Election Officer Huey Cadette, admitted the situation wasn’t what the PNM had been
looking forward to.
The new THA is expected to be
sworn in on Thursday.

Farley: Tobago result a rejection of Rowley
Deputy political leader of the Progressive Democratic Party (PDP) Farley
Augustine on Monday night said the
party’s resounding victory in the Tobago
House of Assembly election stood as a
rejection of Tobagonian-born Prime
Minister Dr Keith Rowley.
Augustine, who was always in PDP
gear on the campaign trail, said he deliberately wore plain white on Monday to
toast the victory because the campaign
was over and now was the time for the
business of running the country.
The PDP is now set to be sworn in
on Thursday.
“We wake up tomorrow with new
resolve. We wake up tomorrow ready for
change. We cannot behave like those we
replaced tonight, we have to do better,
we are required to do better, the standard
is higher for us and it is important that
that standard be raised high enough that
even our friends and family in Trinidad
could look on and begin to envy what
we can accomplish on our small democ-

racy,” Augustine said.
“A party of just about five years old
was able to do what parties older than us
could not do,” he added.
Augustine also called on the Prime
Minister to not “penalise” the Tobago
people.
“This win should also be a solid
message to the Central Government
being led by a Tobago-born Prime Minister. You cannot treat Tobagonians the
way you want. We will reject that and
we have rejected that,” Augustine said.
“Let this win be a strong message
that Tobago has rejected your incomplete autonomy bill and we demand
more. Let this be a resounding message,
a strong message we have rejected your
notion that we are only good enough to
earn $200 million per year and we must
resort to being beggars of the national
purse.”
Augustine was referring to a statement during the campaign from Rowley,
who told Tobago that it contributed

some $200 million to the coffers and
salaries alone under the THA was more
than that.Tobago receives over $2 billion
in budgetary allocations every year.
“Let this be a strong message, Mr
Prime Minister, that we in Tobago have
rejected your bullying tactics and that
the kind of bullying that is part of the political culture in Trinidad is not welcome
in Tobago,” he said.
Despite those strong words, Augustine said he hoped that he and the Prime
Minister could have a “cordial relationship.”
“Because country must come before party and country must come before
self. I urge you, do not spite Tobago because the Tobagonians I know are
mighty enough to also get rid of you,”
Augustine said.
“Let that be a warning that you
ought to respond to us in a dignified
manner and that we are willing to work
with you to see this island developed.”
Augustine said the Tobago people

would not accept any bias from the
Prime Minister.
He also commended the people
who came out to vote.
“You have looked at both political
parties, the two major parties and you
weighed us, you found one wanting and
you have decided to invest in the PDP,
you decided to give us an opportunity,”
he said and promised, on behalf of his
colleagues, to not disappoint.
“Tobagonians have been disappointed after 21 years and we don’t need
21 years to fix it but we need to begin
post-haste to remedy the problems that
we have cited all these years,” he said.
Augustine reinforced the party
promises made on the campaign trail
and said he would abide by the
“covenant” they made to the people.
He called on the PDP and its supporters to now “settle down,” as Tobago
was depending on them to have a good
Christmas and an even better New Year.
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Jamaica starts work on moving
island away from the Queen
Attorney General Marlene Malahoo Forte says an announcement is expected by the end of the second quarter
next year in relation to Jamaica's way
forward to becoming a republic.
“A document is currently being
prepared for the prime minister and I do
believe that, in due course, perhaps early
in the new year [an announcement will
be
made],”said
the
attorney
general.”When we go into January the
time is going to be taken up with the
budget process to come and then, by the
time the budget debate and the sectoral
debate are over, something concrete will
be announced by then,” she said.
Last week Monday at midnight, Jamaica's fellow Caribbean island Barbados became the world's newest republic
by removing Britain's Queen Elizabeth
II as head of state. Besides, the country
also inaugurated a president during a
ceremony that coincided with its 55th
year of Independence.
While former Jamaican prime ministers have given a commitment to start
the process for the past four decades,
nothing substantial has happened. However, following Barbados's move, calls

became louder by Jamaicans, including
former Prime Minister PJ Patterson,
who wrote an open letter to Prime Minister Andrew Holness and Opposition
Leader Mark Golding, beseeching them
to ensure that Jamaica is a republic by
the time the country observes 60 years
of Independence in 2022.
Malahoo Forte told the Jamaica
Observer, following a graduation for
300 students of the Montego Bay Community College in St James on Sunday,
that Holness has already given instructions for the constitution to be amended.
“He has given instructions to myself as attorney general and Minister of
Justice [Delroy Chuck] to immediately
commence the work of advising on the
work of reforming the constitution,”
stated Malahoo Forte, adding “the work
had actually commenced before, and it
is going to be done. It is going to be an
involved process, but I am happy that it
will begin in earnest”.
The last major review of the constitution took place in 2010. At that
time, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms was amended.

Jamaica Attorney General Marlene Malahoo-Forte

Mia Mottley gets top UN award
Prime Minister of Barbados Mia
Mottley has been named among those to
receive the Champion of the Earth
Award, the United Nations’ highest environmental award.
Mottley becomes the second
Caribbean leader to receive the award
after Guyana’s Bharrat Jagdeo received
the award in 2010.
Mottley is this year honoured in the
Policy Leadership category for her powerful voice for a sustainable world from
the global south, consistently raises the
alarm about the vulnerability of Small Island Developing States due to the climate emergency.
“The Prime Minister is a driving
force for climate action across the Latin
American and the Caribbean region – the
first to agree on the Action Plan for the
UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration,”
the United Nations Envionment Programme (UNEP) said in announcing this
year’s awardees.
“Under her leadership, Barbados
has adopted ambitious renewable energy
targets, committing to a fossil-fuel free
electricity sector and transport by 2030.
At the same time, Barbados is implementing numerous conservation and
restoration projects, from forests,
through cities, to the coastline and the
ocean. She also co-chairs the One Health
Global Leaders’ Group on Antimicrobial
Resistance,” UNEP stated.
The award comes weeks after the

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley addressing the UN Climate Change conference in November

Prime Minister’s hard-hitting address at
the UN Climate Change conference
(COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland, last
month, in which she hammered the G20
countries for having contributed 80 per
cent of greenhouse gases while con-

tributing “virtually nothing” to help finance mitigation efforts.
Since its inception in 2005, the annual Champions of the Earth award has
been awarded to some of the world’s
most dynamic environmental leaders.

So far, it has been awarded to 101
laureates, including 25 world leaders, 62
individuals and 14 organizations.
Other 2021 awardees include, SeaWomen of Melanesia, Dr Gladys
Kalema-Zikusoka,
and
Maria

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY DECEMBER 9 2021

27

Cruise shipping resumes at all
ﬁve ports in Jamaica
Wednesday's arrival of the cruise
vessel Carnival Glory at the Montego
Bay port in St James not only signalled
the resumption of cruise shipping in the
parish, but the return of cruise shipping
to all five major ports across the island
since the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic in March of last year.
The vessel arrived with roughly
2,500 passengers and cruise members on
board.
Cruise has also returned to the Falmouth, Ocho Rios, Port Antonio and Port
Royal ports.
"We have covered all the ports, this
is the fifth and final port to open,"
William Tatham, Vice-President of cruise
shipping and marina operations at the
Port Authority of Jamaica (PAJ). told reporters shortly after the Carnival Glory's
arrival in Montego Bay.
The Ministry of Health and Wellness established the safety guidelines for
the PAJ, which was responsible for dispatching the passengers.
"It's been a real challenge but we
have had the support where it’s needed
and the Ministry of Health has been very
cooperative and supportive in meeting
objectives. We worked very closely with
them to ensure that we can deliver a
guest experience that is worthwhile, and
the ships were able to come in effi-

A cruise liner docked at the Montego Bay port last week

ciently," said Tatham.
"The health and safety guidelines
are absolutely critical. What we have realised in the whole process is that it is all
about control, and it’s been able to ensure
that we can deliver locations and attrac-

tions and ground transportation in a way
that protects the guests and locals at the
same time. And that has been our guidance throughout this process," he added.
Thatham expressed confidence that
cruise visits will get into high gear by

February. "This is the start because we
think that by spring early in the winter
season by February or so we will really
start to see things ramping up and we
will see some normalcy by the end of the
winter season," he stated.

Booster shots for Jamaicans coming
HEALTH and Wellness Minister
Dr Christopher Tufton on Monday night
revealed that Jamaicans will begin receiving COVID-19 vaccine booster
shots within another week.
“We will give the specific date but
basically what we're saying is that, having looked at the information, we're now
at the stage where we can allow for
boosters,” Tufton said,
“We'll apply a booster of Pfizer
vaccine for persons who have taken two
doses of AstraZeneca. This is after a period of six months of having taken the
second shot of AstraZeneca,” he explained, adding that people who took the
single-dose Johnson & Johnson (J&J)
vaccine will be eligible for a booster
shot of that brand or Pfizer after two
months.
“Right now we're going to allow it
for health-care workers and people 60
years and over, which is the most vulnerable community, then depending on
availability of stocks we can take a decision otherwise later on,” Tufton said.
He said the island received additional supplies of Pfizer vaccines a few
days ago and should receive some more
in another week.

A senior citizen receives his Covid 19 vaccine in Jamaica

The announcement comes after the
National COVID-19 Vaccination Operationalization Task Force, in its second

report, released last weekend, urged the
Government to provide booster shots for
Jamaicans who have already taken the

recommended doses of COVID-19 vaccines, including AstraZeneca.
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Ireland to play three ODIs, one
T20I in Jamaica next month
CRICKET West Indies (CWI) announced the match schedule for the Ireland men’s tour of the West Indies.
On Monday, a CWI media release
said, “Ireland will play three CG Insurance One-Day Internationals (ODI), to
be followed by a one-off T20 International (T20I) at Sabina Park, Jamaica
from Saturday January 8 to Sunday January 16.”
This will be Ireland’s second full
white-ball tour to the West Indies. Ireland previously toured in 2020 which
included a thrilling one wicket, last over
win for the West Indies in the second
match of the 2020 CG Insurance ODI
series.
“We are looking forward to welcoming Ireland back to the West Indies
in January. They last visited the
Caribbean in 2020 and we had some exciting encounters, so we can anticipate
a competitive series to start the new
year,” said Johnny Grave, CEO of CWI.
“This will be the start of a very
busy year for us at CWI, as we host several international teams as well as the
ICC Men’s Under-19 Cricket World
Cup. We want to thank the Government
of Jamaica and our colleagues at the Jamaica Cricket Association, who have
been working closely with us to make
sure that the tour can take place safely
and smoothly. We’d also like to thank
title sponsors CG Insurance for their ongoing support and investment in cricket,
especially during the covid19 pandemic,
as it has been vital funding to help us to
sustain the sport across our Caribbean

Members of the Irish national team on the field

countries and communities.”
Naz Farrow, CEO of CG Insurance
said, “When we first began our partnership a few years ago, we would have
never imagined that the teams, and the
world, were about to face one of the
biggest challenges of this generation.
Throughout the pandemic, we have
been thrilled to see the players and
teams work through the various obsta-

cles to constantly deliver world-class
cricket. Even now, as Ireland joins to
play the ODIs in January, we are proud
to continue to support CWI, and this series, and look forward to these exciting
matches in 2022.”
The CG Insurance ODI series between West Indies and Ireland will be
West Indies fifth ODI series out of 12 in
the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup

Super League, in which the top seven
teams can secure automatic qualification for the ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup 2023 in India.
All matches will be available in
Ireland and the United Kingdom on BT
Sport on its sport channels and across its
digital platforms.

Pollard out of Pakistan tour due to injury
WEST Indies white ball (One Day
International and T20 International)
captain Kieron Pollard will miss this
month's tour of Pakistan due to a hamstring injury, which he sustained during
the recent ICC T20 World Cup in the
United Arab Emirates and Oman.
The WI will play three T20Is and
three ODIs, from December 13-22, at
the National Stadium, Karachi.
The Cricket West Indies (CWI) selection panel has named the experienced Devon Thomas, as the
replacement in the One-Day International (ODI) squad while allrounder
Rovman Powell, is the replacement in
the T20 International (T20I) squad.
The CWI, in a media release, said,
"Pollard will undergo rehabilitation
work in Trinidad, under the supervision
of CWI’s chief medical officer, Dr. Israel Dowlat, and will be reassessed in a
few weeks ahead of the forthcoming
home tours against Ireland and England
in January 2022.
"With Pollard ruled out, Nicholas
Pooran will lead the team in the T20Is.
He was stand-in captain when West Indies beat Australia 4-1 in the five match

keeper and part-time medium pacer, has
played 21 ODIs and scored 238 runs, at
an average of 14.00, since making his
debut against Bangladesh, in Dominica,
in July 2009. He makes a return to the
WI squad since the 2013 tour of Australia.
Powell, a hard-hitting middleorder batsman and medium pacer, have
scored 344 runs, at 18.10, in 30 T20Is,
since his debut against Pakistan, in Barbados, in March 2017. He last featured
for the Windies T20 squad against Sri
Lanka, in Antigua, in March.

Kieron Pollard — suffering from a hamstring injury

CG Insurance T20I Series in St Lucia
earlier this year. Shai Hope will captain
the team in the ODIs for the first time.

Pooran is vice-captain for the ODIs and
Hope the vice-captain for the T20Is."
Thomas, who is also a wicket-
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
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