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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.
BABY BOOM: Guyana First Lady, H.E. Arya Ali, on Christmas morning visited the maternity ward of the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation
(GPHC), bearing gifts for the 10 babies born on Christmas day, and their mothers. The First Lady presented gifts to the ‘Christmas babies’ and interacted
with their mothers and staff of the hospital’s maternity ward. Robbie Rambarran, Chief Executive Officer of the hospital told reporters that this year, five
boys and five girls were born in the first hours of December 25, 2021. The
First Lady’s traditional Christmas Day visit is a much-anticipated activity.
“It’s been a tradition for as long as I can remember. I have been affiliated with
this hospital for almost two decades, and it’s something that has always been
done, the families...: Full Story on Page 25
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Investment Projects

Incentives

Minerals

Industrial Minerals

•

Gold (Au)

•

Koalin

•

Ilmenite

Fiscal incentives for the mining
industry General Incentives

•

Diamond - Bauxite
(Tarakulli and
Bonasika deposit)

•

Silica Sand

•

•

Kyanite

Columbitetantalite

•

Feldspar

•

Manganese

Quarry Stone

Mica

•

Soapstone

Sand and Loam

•

•
•

The Mining and value
added production of
semi-precious stones:

•

Copper

•

Molybdentie

•

Lead

•

Tungsten

•

Zinc

•

Nickel

Laterite

•

Amethyst

•

Green Quartz

•

Black Pearl

•

Energy

•

Agate

•

•

Jasper

Potential
Refinery

•

Manganese

•

Kaolin

•

Sand resources

•

Radioactive

Petroleum

Copper
Molybdenum

•

Tungsten

•

Iron

•

Nickel among

•

Exemption from customs duty on raw
and packaging materials used in the
production of goods by manufacturers

•

Exemption from customs duty and
zero rate of Value-Added-Tax on
raw materials and packaging for
manufacturers who export 50% or
more of their products

•

Unlimited carryover of losses from
previous years

•

Accelerated depreciation on plant and
machinery for approved activities

Ferrous Metal
•

Iron as magnetite
and laterite

Energy
Materials

Support
Services:

•

•

Processing labs

•

Drilling companies

Uranium

minerals

•

Exemption from customs duty on
most plant machinery and equipment

Base Metal

•

•

•

others

•

Full and unrestricted repatriation of
capital, profits and dividends

•

Benefits of double taxation treaties
with the UK, Canada, Kuwait and
Caricom countries

•

Exemption from customs duty and
zero rate of Value-Added-Tax on
items approved under an investment
agreement between the government
and the business

•

Exemption from excise tax on items
approved under an investment
agreement between the government
and the business

•

Zero rate of Value-Added-Tax on
exports

•

•

Removal of police clearance
requirements for miners to transport
fuels in their own vehicles

Tax Holidays for projects that meet
the requirements specified in the InAid of Industry Act
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Extractive Industry
Mining Prospectus

Sector Incentives
•

Exemption from customs duty on a
wide range of mining equipment – for
sorting, screening, separating, washing,
crushing, grinding, mixing or kneading
earth, stone, ores or other mineral
substances; rock drilling or earth boring
tools; furnaces and ovens for roasting,
melting or heat treatment of ores,
pyrites or of metals.

•

Exemptions from duties and taxes for
items covered under an investment
agreement.

•

Tax exemptions are normally granted
with specific conditions that cannot
be breached. In instances where these
conditions are breached, then the
Guyana Revenue Authority is legally
authorized to undertake seizure of the
equipment /machinery/ vehicle and
request payment of all duties and taxes
that were waived.

The normal primary conditions that
are applied to tax exemptions on
vehicles/machinery/equipment are:
•

The tax exemption must be utilized for
the purpose that the waiver was granted
for.

Removal of VAT on machinery and
equipment

•

It must NOT be rented; therefore, only
used for the operations of the applicant.

•

Concessions on ATV

•

•

Removal of VAT on hinterland travels

It must NOT be sold/transferred/gifted
to any other party within three years.

GUYANA OFFICE FOR INVESTMENT
Guyana...the Gateway to Opportunities

190 Camp & Church Streets, Georgetown, Guyana, South America
Tel: +592-225-0658, 227-0653 | Fax: +592 225 0655

Hon. Vickram Bharrat, MP

Dr. Peter R. Ramsaroop, MBA

Minister of Natural Resources
Co-operative Republic of Guyana

Chief Investment Ofﬁcer and
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, G-Invest

Investments in Guyana's traditional sectors
and the need for economic diversity remain
paramount, even as the country moves forward
with its new-found "oil wealth."
As it relates to the mining sector, the various
sub-sectors within the mining industry which
includes gold, bauxite, sand, aggregates
and diamond, continue to be the industry's
strongholds. In contrast, the non-traditional
minerals sector remains underdeveloped.
Much efforts will be made to repair, restructure,
and strengthen the Guyana Geology and
Mines Commission (GGMC) to become
more pro-active than re-active. The reformed
organization will be more environmentally
friendly, technologically advanced with
experienced leadership to deliver its mandate.
"In 2020 – 2021, the Ministry of Natural
Resources will task the Guyana Geology
and Mines Commission with identifying
the legislative gaps and prioritize those
amendments that will address the loopholes
and challenges facing the industry. As a high
priority, "the Ministry of Natural Resources
intends to re-focus its attention on Hinterland
Road Development to ensure operators
have access to their mineral properties with
their equipment and supplies, thus reducing
operational costs."
The government also took further steps to
encourage investments in the mining sector,
with the removal of value added tax (VAT) on
machinery, equipment, the removal of police
clearance requirements for miners to transport
fuel in their vehicles, and the provision of
concessions for ALL-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs),
among others.

Mining is an important, long-rooted sector of
the Guyanese economy that plays a vital role in
Guyana's social and economic development.
This sector contributes significantly to the
country's GDP and is a significant source
of foreign exchange. Our country is richly
endowed with mineral resources such as gold,
diamond, bauxite, uranium, manganese, oil,
etc. These deposits represent significant
opportunities for potential investors and
the country to derive optimal benefits from
extracting, processing, and exporting these
minerals. To realize these opportunities, the
Government has committed itself to create
the right environment to convince investors
to take that great leap to invest in a sector. An
environment where international investors
can be confident that they will have the
Government's support to navigate the pitfalls
and take advantage of creativity and innovation
opportunities.
The Government will reinvigorate, energize,
and incentivize this sector and put our people
back to work. This sector will benefit from
reduced capital costs, upgrading of mining
roads, and the reversion to a 2% royalty rate.
The Government is reviewing the mining
policies and laws to establish a comprehensive
governance framework for the mining sector
to ensure a win-win situation for the mining
companies, local communities. So I take this
opportunity to extend an open invitation to
Investors to come to Guyana and get the unique
experience of doing business in a friendly and
stress-free environment.

 goinvest@goinvest.gov.gy  www.goinvest.gov.gy  goinvest

ABOUT GUYANA’S
MINING SECTOR

GUYANA’S COMPARATIVE
ADVANTAGE

Guyana has a long history and tradition of mining and remains one of South
America’s largest mineral producers and exporters

•

GDP

The mining sector contributed 16% of Guyana’s
GDP

Export
Earnings

The mining sector contributes 56.4% (US$1,017.1
million) of Guyana’s export earnings.

Job
Creation

The mining and quarrying sector employs an
estimated 12 -18,000 Guyanese (approximately 4%
– 6% of Guyana’s total workforce).

Value of
Output

In 2019, value of output from the mining sector
was approximately G$211.1 billion

Mineral
Exploration

Gold, diamond, bauxite, loam, uranium,
manganese, oil, sand, etc.

Extractive
Industries

The extractive industries accounted for approx.
52% of Guyana’s total exports in 2016

Gold

Gold production as of July 2020: 357, 603.42 oz.

Oil Blocks

Approximately, 9 billion oil-equivalent barrels of
recoverable resource from the Stabroek Block

Bauxite
Industry

The Bauxite industry has averaged 1.6 million
tonnes over the last 6 years, ranging from 1.5 to 1.9
million metric tonnes and created employment for
535 persons

Benefits

•

A world class mineral producer
of bauxite

•

Guyana’s unique geographic
positioning and its sociopolitical heritage puts it at the
gateway of South America and
the Caribbean.

•
•
•
•

•

Mining sector benefits over 200, 000 Guyanese.
•
•
•

•

•

Improve inafrastructure

•

•

Work with miners and their
organization to remove obstacles for
their development

Protect the rights and conditions of
service for workers in large mining
communities

•

Job creation & provide training

•

Establish a fairer and more
transparent system for allocation of
mining concessions

Land based assets
Growing domestic and export
markets
Pro ‐ mining government
Perfect geological environment for
large deposits
Westminster -style parliamentary
democracy
English language and British law
Government has followed a freemarket model for development with
a policy for economic liberalization
and promotion of direct foreign
investment
Right geological environment for
discovering large new deposits such
as columbite ‐tantalite, uranium,
copper, nickel and PGM in the
Precambrian granite ‐ greenstone
belts, etc
Long history of bauxite, gold and
diamond production
Three current major bauxite mines
(Rusal, Bosai and GINMIN)
Historically Omai Gold Mine
produced approx. 3.6 million ounces
(closed in 2005)
Stable Mining Act

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•

Gold (Au)

Duty free market access

•

Guyana is the only Englishspeaking nation in South America.

Gold extraction and exploration has been reported in the Guiana Shield since the
colonial expansion of the 16th Century. Gold is mainly found in areas of greenstone
belts of Guyana.

•

Openness to investment

•

•

Affordable labour

Zero rating on all equipment,
process materials and spares used for
surveys, exploration or mining by
licensee or his contractor(s)*. Food
and beverages are not included.
Security of title and property rights
with 100% foreign ownership of PL’s
& ML’s
Ease of doing business
Repatriation of funds
Highly prospective, yet underexplored region. Gold proterozoic
belt spanning from Venezuela
through the Guianas to Ivory Coast
and Ghana
Relatively low risk on community/
environmental issues
Real GDP growth in excess of 3%
annual average in recent years.
Significant part of GDP is based on
the extractive industries
Mineral exploration: 25+ Canadian,
American and Australian companies
Current large scale producing
mines: Aurora Gold Mine (Guyana
Goldfields) & Karouni Gold Mine
(Troy Resources)

Placer Gold Placer deposits are observed on
most of the main rivers draining
the greenstone terrain, which
hosts the majority of the primary
gold.

•

Lode Gold Lode gold is frequently found in
Precambrian terrains (notably
the greenstone belts of the
Barama-Mazaruni Group).

Diamond
Diamonds are only found in placer deposits in many of the main rivers of northwest
Guyana. The alluvial diamonds seen in northern Guyana are thought to be derived
from the Pakaraima Mountains, although the primary source of the diamonds is
unclear.

WHY INVEST?

•
•

Government will implement measures to:

A

•

B

•

MINING OVERALL STRATEGY

Richly endowed with natural
non-renewable resources

Minerals

C

Bauxite (Tarakulli and Bonasika deposits)
Bauxite extraction is a major mining industry in Guyana and the country is one of
the main world producers of bauxite. The town of Linden in north Guyana is the
principle centre for bauxite mining.

D

Quarry Stone
Guyana’s history in quarry stone stretches back decades with the industry providing
the materials for buildings, the distinctive sea defense structures, roads, bridges and
other infrastructure.

E

Sand and Loam
Sand and Loam-Silica sand is abundant in Guyana and found as the PliocenePleistocene, “white sand” deposits which form a cover in many regions, notably the
coastal area. Guyana possesses an abundance of white sand which is mainly used in
the construction sector, and in the preparation of mortar for domestic, commercial
and industrial purposes.
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Visits to long-term care homes put
on hold as Omicron spreads
The Ontario government is putting
visits on hold at long-term care homes
amid a worsening fourth wave of the
pandemic but will continue to grant access to designated caregivers.
Minister of Long-Term Care Rod
Phillips made the announcement during
a news conference on Tuesday.
He said that unlike in the first wave
of the pandemic when all visitors were
prohibited from entering long-term care
homes, the government is taking a “fundamentally” different approach this time
by allowing designated caregivers to
continue to visit their loved ones so long
as they are fully vaccinated.
In Ontario every long-term care
resident can have up to two designated
caregivers.
“We are fundamentally taking a
different approach than what was taken
in the past and I think there was a lot of
good advice from medical professions
but more importantly from families,”
Phillips said. “There are 45,000 caregivers across the province. Those are the
people who are day to day most frequently into homes and we are ensuring
that they can still have access. That is

As it was, now it shall be: visiting loved ones through the outside window of a long-term care home

fundamentally a different approach to
make sure that those vital connections
to family and friends are still available.”
Phillips said that approximately 84
per cent of long-term care residents and
43 per cent of long-term staff have already received their booster dose.
But he said that the “single biggest
factor” when it comes to outbreaks in
long-term care homes is the “prevalence

of community spread,” making additional caution at this time appropriate.
There are currently 70 Ontario
long-term care homes with active outbreaks, up from 25 at this time last
week.
“The rationale behind the limitations on visits is that more people coming in from community when there is
more COVID in the community in-

evitably will lead to more spread,”
Phillips said.
The new restriction on general visitors at long-term care homes will take
effect at 12:01 a.m. on Thursday. The
only exception will be for general visitors who are visiting someone in a palliative situation. Day absences for all
residents for social purposes are also
being suspended at the same time.

Canadian house prices set to surge again
Canadian housing prices are set to surge again
in the coming months as investors and first-time
buyers scramble to buy before interest rates go up,
ignoring a warning from the Bank of Canada that
there is a high risk of a sudden price drop.
Central bank Deputy Governor Paul Beaudry
told would-be home buyers on Tuesday to consider
if it is a "good time to buy or not," pointing to market
frothiness in certain cities and renewed investor activity.
Those conditions could "expose the market to
a higher chance of a correction," he said.
The Bank of Canada last month signaled the
overnight rate, currently at a record low 0.25%,
could start rising in the "middle quarters" of 2022.
Another rush to buy is probably already under way,
analysts said.
"Whenever interest rates start rising, people get
into the market, including investors. So you will see
an acceleration in activity over the next few months,"
said Benjamin Tal, deputy chief economist at CIBC
Capital Markets.
Canadian house prices skyrocketed 31.6% yearover-year in March to hit a record high before soft-

ening a bit over the summer. Prices are now accelerating again, with October's average price barely
below the March peak.
Ratings agencies are taking notice. Fitch has
pegged Toronto's housing market at 32% overvalued
and Vancouver's at 23%. Moody's Analytics also has
Vancouver 23% overvalued, Toronto 40% and
Hamilton, Ontario, 73%.
The average price of a home in Toronto,
Canada's biggest city, hit C$1.2 million ($947,493)
in October, up 19.3% from the previous year, and detached homes now average C$1.5 million.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has
pledged to act on the runaway market, but critics
note prices have climbed 77% nationwide since he
took office in 2015.
Toronto mortgage broker Ron Butler says he is
getting busier by the hour with clients desperate to
get into the market.
"We see it, literally, hourly here ... people who
have simply given up and say: 'The prices are going
to go up forever, I have to buy now,'" he said.
Butler said he is working with one longtime
Toronto renter who has been waiting years for prices

to fall so he could get into the market. Now he is
buying an hour's drive west in Hamilton because he
is worried he will never own a home otherwise.
Fear "is not a good motivator when you're buying a house," said Butler, adding that investors too
are increasingly gripped by the "fear of missing out,"
or FOMO.
Butler estimates that investors - those who buy
properties to rent out or to hold for speculative gains
- make up about 25% of housing demand at this
point, with that number far higher in major cities and
particularly in pre-sale condo markets.
The Bank of Canada said investor buying has
doubled since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic,
but economists see demand holding up.
"We don't expect a collapse. But we see prices
being close to flat next year," said Jimmy Jean, chief
economist at Desjardins Group in Montreal, adding
that demand is expected to remain "pretty decent,"
pointing to strong immigration.
Doug Porter, chief economist at BMO Capital
Markets, also expects a short-term "rush to beat rate
hikes," but then only a moderate pullback in markets
that were supercharged by the pandemic.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stop
the
games,
AG
Williams
Looking back ... and forward

The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

eral Looking
Basil Williams
fileshould
two appeals
back,towe
have of
suspected
that 2021
would
not have
been an
the decision
by Chief
Justice
Roxanne
ordinary
year.
George-Wiltshire’s
findings that last DeAfter all, we entered it with the
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
weight
of a major global pandemic on
government
wasshould
constitutional,
is grasping
our
backs. We
have expected
the
at straws.
worst.
AndHonourable
2021 didn’t
disappoint.
Just
“The
Chief
Justice Roxsix
days
in,
we
saw
the
country
that
touts
anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdiitself as the world’s greatest democracy,
rected
herself in law
when
she ruled
our
neighbours
to the
south,
end that
up on
theverge
motionofofa no-confidence
upon
a divithe
civil war when
pro-Trump
supporters
the nation’s
Capitol
sion vote ofstormed
33:32 members
of the National
inAssembly
a scene was
thatvalidly
could passed
only be
described
as the requias chaotic.
site majority of all the elected members of
We looked on in horror as the
the National
Assembly,
pursuant to article
USA’s
very core
was threatened,
as po106
(6)
of
the
constitution,”
Attorney
lice officers defending the the
country’s
honour
werecontends
beaten in
onhis
live
television, with
General
appeal.
someIn her
being
killed,
as a noose was
decision,
CJ George-Wiltshire
erected on the lawn of the Capitol with
explained that in getting a majority, one
the hope of hanging the country’s Vice
side must acquire one more than the other
President.
side.As
An absolute
majority, she
as
this happened,
thesaid,
outgoing
President
who
encouraged
this
specified by
theallegedly
constitution,
is a majority
hooliganism with his lies that the 2020
election was stolen stayed quiet in the
Oval Office. Donald Trump never once
acted in his capacity as President to lead
the nation out of crisis, but instead gave
thoseDear
whoFriends,
would overthrow democracy
tacitMy
approval
byI his
silence.
wife and
came
to Guyana 41 years
That crisis averted, it seemed that

of all Members of Parliament present re-

Legal minds everywhere have said that

gardless
they
present
or not.the
The
2021
hadifset
thearepace.
Around
world,
people
began
availing
to
chief justice
concluded
that themselves
an absolute maCovid
19
vaccines
in
an
effort
to
built
jority is 33.
herd immunity to the deadly virus that
such, she ruled, the motion was conwasAscrippling
the world economy and
stitutionally
allowed, and therefore legal.
killing millions.
This But
means
the Granger
government
ofthat
course,
the year
being what
itmust
is, that
couldn’t
go
smoothly,
could
abide by the constitution, which
saysit?
Instead,
millions
of
people
around
the
they must step down and call elections
world, from the US to Europe to the
within 90 daysbegan
of the date
of the no confiCaribbean,
mounting
violent
dence vote,
whichthe
wasvaccine,
December
21, 2018.it
protests
against
claiming
wasItais conspiracy
control
our freereasonable toto
expect
that the
doms.
Granger administration, which is sworn to
As the year comes to a close, that
uphold the constitution, will abide by it,
battle is still raging, and people continue
now
thatInitsTrinidad
bid to overturn
the vote for
has exto
die.
and Tobago,
been
found
lacking.
ample, vaccine hesitancy has led to the
deaths
of more
than
600 people
in a
If it fails
to do so,
it becomes
an illegal
country
of
just
1.2
million
in
December
administration.
alone.
The move by Williams, therefore,
For the most part, however, 2021
seemsfairly
to us just
another in
attempt
forestall
went
smoothly
most toplaces.
In
the inevitable
in a desperate
bid to hold onof
Guyana,
for example,
the government
the
day continued to lead from the front,
to power.
showing a steady hand on the wheel in
one of the world’s most watched countries and by diversifying the economy,
ensuring they do not make the same mistakes of other oil rich nations .
Barbados,
thateffort
country
took
great In
amount
of time and
has now
beena
step
into
the
21st
century
by
deciding
it
devoted to my own care in one of the very
was time to manage its own fate. The is-

bring them into disrepute.

the
government
no ground
stand on of school
They sites,
may think
are of
strategic
and these
in spite
this obvious
land,
proudly has
wearing
the tomoniker
crime but
andthe
thedrama
ongoing
debacle
over
Little
for decades,
shrugged
off moves,
via
thisEngland
latest appeal.
All it is doing
is dragis being
seen by
the the

treatment of
native children
Canada,
the Queen
as Head
of State
anduncerbecame international
ging
the country
through
political
community
for whatin
it is:
a
a Republic.
Jamaica has since started making
needed
to move
the nation
in terms
some noise
about
goingforward
the same
route,
of
with its
fledglingto
oilwatch
econ- in
butdealing
that might
beown
something
the next
year.
omy,
as well
as the international crisis in
Around
the world, police and race
Venezuela, right next door.
relations went under the spotlight as
Security issues
at home
areDerek
also paraMinneapolis
police
officer
Chaumount,
with
seeming
to be on
vin went
to crime
trial for
the murder
of an
a black
man, George Floyd,
who
killed
ever-increasing
trajectory
thatwas
includes
the in
full
public
glare
when
Chauvin
knelt
on
shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most
his neck for 9 minutes, strangling him.
celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,
Chauvin was found guilty of murand
that are happening
almost
der murders
and sentenced
to 22 years
in prison
every
day.
in a crime that shocked the world, and
which
brought and
thePresident
police treatment
AG Williams
Granger of
blacks
and
minorities
into
focus.
might also be accused of trying to buy time
Just months later, racism was again
to use the offices they hold to try to disthe focus in another trial when three
credit
opposition
theyguilty
may face
at the
whiteany
men
were found
of hunting
polls,
state-controlled
downincluding
a black using
joggertheand
killing him in
the streets
ofasa law
Georgia
neighbourhood.
media
as well
enforcement
tactics to
On this side of the border, racism
was also in focus but alas, 2021 has concluded without a resolution to the horrific crimes committed against
Indigenous children through the Indian
School system.
whether
here or in other countries, are a
Theofbodies
of hundreds
of children
symptom
the breakdown
in society
and as
have been dug up at former residential
tainty at a time when clear leadership is

we’re no closer to any resolution. The
main perpetrators of the crime, the
global
community
as for
Catholic
Church,hasiscommunicated
yet to apologize
much
to the
Guyana government.
its role
in it.
As
we
look
towards
2022, Elecwe hope
To add to the
woes,
the Guyana
that
is
a
matter
which
is
finally
resolved
tions Commission, headed by a geriatric
so the indigenous peoples can start to
chairman
who
been in
ill health,
is now
heal from
thehas
horror
done
to them.
sayingBut
that the
agency
not be prepared
given
the will
experiences
of the
last
two
years,
forgive
us
for
looking
to hold elections until July – four months forward
with
some trepidation.
We’re still
after
it is
constitutionally
due.
in the middle of a pandemic, one that is
Since the chairman of the agency was
getting for and more transmissible as we
handpicked
Granger
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Over $13 billion in contracts signed
for new highway construction
OVER $13 billion in contracts were
signed for the construction of the Eccles
to Great Diamond, East Bank Demerara
four-lane Highway, as the subject ministers charged the contractors to complete
the project in an efficient and timely
manner.
The signing of the contracts was
done on Wednesday at the Arthur Chung
Conference Centre, Georgetown.
The contracts have been awarded to
12 contractors by the National Procurement and Tender Administration Board
(NPTAB), following the national competitive bidding process.
Permanent Secretary, Andre Ally;
Central Housing and Planning Authority’s Director of Operations, Denise
King-Tudor and Director of Projects,
Omar Narine were also at the signing.
Minister Croal, in his message, said
that the project was critical to the reduction of the daily traffic woes faced by
commuters as a result of increased commercial activities along that belt.
On its completion, he explained
that more than 22,000 households will
directly benefit, as well as the growing
volume of commercial users.
“This project will also add to our
government’s infrastructure portfolio
and will see the input of skills, experience and knowledge of local and international contractors who I hope would
use this opportunity to help each other,”
Minister Croal noted.
Underscoring the value of the project, he noted that it covered a number of
works and had a time line of 18 months.
“I want to implore you to be innovative and strategic in your approach.
Time is of essence. So ensure you put in
place systems so that work can continue
beyond the usual 08:00 hrs to 16:30 hrs.
Since you are using the local labour
force, be sure to impress on them the importance of punctuality, avoid absenteeism and other unnecessary delays,”
Minister Croal emphasised.
He continued: “I also want to remind you to treat your employees with
respect, follow the labour laws and ensure that they are comfortable. Be mindful of the pandemic, make sure that all
of them are vaccinated and observe all
of the COVID-19 protocols. Remember,
it is your duty to provide the necessary
sanitisers, protective clothing and gear.
To skimp on these can be to the detriment of the project and the welfare of
your workers. Be sure to cultivate a
working relationship with the residents
and communicate any inconveniences
that may occur as a result of the work
you are doing, in a timely and respectful
manner.”
The government, he noted was fully
committed to bringing relief to the resi-

The Eccles ti East Bank Demerara Highway will ease transportation woes

dents within the catchment area in the
shortest time possible. Therefore, contractors are expected to work within their
timelines and complete the works to the
best of their ability.
“Be assured that the officers of the
Ministry and CHPA stand ready to assist
you with any challenges you may encounter along the way. Should you adhere to these guidelines, I’m confident
that you will have a successful project
and the communities and citizens will be
better for it,” he added.
Meanwhile, in acknowledging the
feedback the Housing Ministry has received since the opening of the interlink
road, he said the interlink road from Eccles to Great Diamond was not intended
to function as a main road.

“It is an access road that can be
used to ease some of the traffic challenges that commuters face; it will not
solve all of the traffic woes, at least not
immediately. The infrastructural projects
undertaken by the Ministry of Housing
and Water are designed to match housing
developments and communities with the
accompanying infrastructural interventions. And therefore, it requires more
time, more planning and a lot of patience, so I’ll beg your indulgence for
now,” he explained.
The project was advertised using
the National Competitive Bidding
(NCB) process, where 34 bidders expressed an interest.
However, the project was opened

on November 4, 2021 and the Evaluation
Report was completed and submitted to
NPTAB for award of contracts.
Prior to the award of contract, Cabinet also granted its no-objection.
The 12 projects are a total of GY
$13,327,912,019.00. The awarded contractors are Guyamerica Construction
Inc, V. Dalip Enterprise, (joint venture)
Colin Talbot Contracting Services and
Eron Lall Civil Engineering Works, S.
Jagmohan Construction and General
Supplies Inc, H. Nauth and Sons, JS
Guyana Inc, (joint venture) VALs Construction and AJM Enterprise, China
Railway First Group Company Limited,
Aronco Services Inc, Ivor Allen, Puran
Brothers Disposal Inc and Khemraj
Nauth Contracting Services.
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Ali: Outlook for 2022 exciting but
not without challenges
THE outlook for 2022 is exciting
but will not be without challenges as
Guyana continues to face a worsening
global supply chain crisis, said President, Dr Irfaan Ali.
The consequence of the global supply chain crisis has seen rising prices for
imported goods, supplies and transportation services.
“This, coupled with climate change
and the pandemic, would require robust
and strategic policymaking to mitigate
against the full consequences of the challenges, both social and economic, as I
outlined before.
“Notwithstanding our challenges,
this season and Christmas itself teaches
us the lessons of hope over despair, sac-

rifices in overcoming challenges, faith in
overcoming obstacles and trust in God
as a means and source to achieving all
things. It is the combination of faith,
trust and hope that must ignite us into the
future,” said the President in his Christmas message.
Every Guyanese, he noted, must resolve to be stronger, better, and more
committed to individual, family, community, and country development.
“Let these holidays be reflective of
the life we have lived versus what elements are missing in making it better,
and more importantly, the commitment
to fixing those elements,” the Guyanese
Head of State urged the nation.
Meanwhile, the holidays remain

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali
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curtailed as Guyana, like the rest of the
world, continues the relentless battle
against the COVID-19 pandemic.
The President lamented the loss of
lives due to the pandemic but encouraged all Guyanese to take strength and
be hopeful in the countess human sacrifices and the sense of community the
pandemic has generated.
He is also thankful to Guyana’s bilateral and international partners, all
frontline workers and members of the
government, the National COVID-19
Task Force and the Joint Services, for
their selfless work in keeping the country safe.
“I will endeavour to do everything
I can in supporting and implementing a
balanced and strategic approach in the
continued fight against this pandemic.
“I, however, ask each of us to do
our part by getting vaccinated, taking the
booster shots and wearing a mask when
in public,” the President appealed in his
message.
He said too that as Guyanese celebrate these holidays, they must be aware
of the countless initiatives that have contributed to a positive outlook for the
country.
Despite the ravages of the pandemic and its consequences on the
global economy, Guyana can still be
proud of a robust economy, positive
growth, enhanced social services and
greater benefits, in cash and kind, being
passed down to the population, he said.
“Indeed, many of these measures
do not go unnoticed, and I have received
positive reviews from international bodies.
“As ‘One Guyana’, we will continue to move forward from strength to
strength in building a prosperous
Guyana, and in whose prosperity all will
be a part of. As we celebrate the holidays, we must also be thankful that our
country has been able to attract major
foreign and local investment, and these
investments, no doubt, would lead to the
creation of sustainable jobs and the further expansion of our economy.”
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Low vaccination rate will not
stop schools from re-opening
EVEN though vaccination numbers for adolescents, aged 12 to 18, remain low, Minister of Education, Priya
Manickchand, has made it clear that
government has no plans to continue
keeping children out of school and will
be moving ahead with the commencement of face-to-face learning for Grades
8 to 13 on January 03, 2022.
Minister Manickchand, at a media
engagement on Monday, disclosed that
the vaccination rate for this age group
remains at just over 30 per cent. She emphasised that government does not intend to allow these numbers to hinder
the safe return to face-to-face learning.
“My thinking behind reopening
fully in these levels is whoever was
going to take the vaccine could have
taken it by now… if persons are not
going to take the vaccine, then we cannot keep our children out of school and
it is unfair to the children who took the
vaccine that they’re unable to access
schooling,” said Minister Manickchand.
Government began the roll out of
the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for children aged 12 to 18 on August 26, 2021. The target was some
50,000 students in the secondary school
system.
Schools in Guyana had first closed
their doors in March 2020, as a result of
measures implemented by the government to curb the spread of the virus. The
closure and the subsequent partial reopening of school have severely affected education delivery in Guyana.
Public schools in Guyana are currently using customized rotational openings, which started in September. Before
this, schools were closed for a lengthy
period, and learners were exposed to virtual learning.
“We intend to vigorously get back
to a level of normalcy that we have still
not been able to do. So except we are
otherwise advised by the Ministry of
health, all students from Grades 8 to 13
will be expected to go back to school
full time,” said Minister Manickchand.
Meanwhile, the Education Minister
stated that she is confident that an overwhelming majority of secondary school
teachers are ready to resume face-to-

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Schools in Guyana will re-open on January 3 as scheduled, says education Minister

face learning.
She disclosed that over 70 per cent
of teachers in the school system are already vaccinated against COVID-19,
signalling their readiness to engage their
students.
“We expect that we are going to see
a very high turnout of both students and
teachers and we are saying, at the same
time, that while we are asking students
to return that we are not mandating it.”
Minister Manickchand further reminded that, once schools reopen on
January 3, 2022, all resources inclusive
of worksheets and tutorials will remain
on the ministry’s websites for students
whose parents do not wish for them to
return to the classroom.
“All of the resources we have will
remain online for any student who
chooses not to come to school for faceto-face learning. We have been fully
opened for face-to-face learning for
Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Forms, and students, with and without the vaccine,
have been coming to those classes and I
suspect that same position will be mirrored from Grade Eight upward,” said

Minister Manickchand
According to a World Bank, UNESCO, and UNICEF a report released
on December 8, 2021, this generation of
students now risks losing $17 trillion in
lifetime earnings in present value, or
about 14 per cent of today’s global
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), as a result of COVID-19 pandemic-related
school closures.
The new projection reveals that the
impact is more severe than previously
thought, and far exceeds the $10 trillion
estimate released in 2020.
In addition, ‘The State of the
Global Education Crisis: A Path to Recovery’ report shows that, in low- and
middle-income countries, the share of
children living in learning poverty – already 53 per cent before the pandemic –
could potentially reach 70 per cent,
given the long school closures and the
ineffectiveness of remote learning to ensure full learning continuity during
school closures.
Simulations estimating that school
closures resulted in significant learning
losses are now being corroborated by

real data, the report noted. For example,
regional evidence from Brazil, Pakistan,
rural India, South Africa, and Mexico,
among others, show substantial losses in
mathematics and reading.
Analysis shows that, in some countries, on average, learning losses were
roughly proportional to the length of the
closures. However, there was great heterogeneity across countries and by subject, students’ socioeconomic status,
gender, and grade level. For example,
results from two states in Mexico
showed significant learning losses in
reading and in mathematics for students
aged 10-15. The estimated learning
losses were greater in mathematics than
reading and affected younger learners,
students from low-income backgrounds,
as well as girls disproportionately, according to the report.
Barring a few exceptions, the general trends from emerging evidence
around the world align with the findings
from Mexico, suggesting that the crisis
had exacerbated inequities in education.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Nice Gift for the Holidays
Buy 3
copies
for $20
Call Bhaskar at
647 216 2359
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National Task Force Head and other
members visit areas impacted by ﬂoods
Members of the National Flood
Taskforce, including its head Prime
Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark
Phillips, today visited several locations
across Georgetown to assess the impacts of floods.
According to Taskforce assessments, pumps and sluices at Cowan
Street and the Forestry Commission,
Kingston; Water Street; Princess Street;
Sussex Street; Ruimveldt; Kitty; and
Liliendaal were all inspected and are
functioning optimally. Residential areas
such as Albouystown; West, East,
North and South Ruimveldt; Bel Air
Park; Wortmanville and downtown
Georgetown were once inundated but
the waters are receding in most parts.
The Engineers and Pump Attendants indicated that there were minor obstacles

to overcome but all Flood Reduction
Assets are in place and operating at full
capacity.
Rainfall in Georgetown has measured a total of 3.5 inches from 8am to
2pm today.
The Hydrometeorological Service
forecasts frequent rainfall along the
coastland over the next 12 hours and as
such, all relevant agencies are on
standby to respond to any impacts or
hindrances.
Residents countrywide are advised
to remain observant and take all necessary precautions during this time. All
impacts should be reported to local authorities or the National Emergency
Monitoring System (NEMS) on 6007500 at any time.

Flooding at Camp and Market Streets

Spreading
Christmas
cheer in GT
Minister within the Office of the
Prime Minister with responsibility for
Public Affairs, Hon. Kwame McCoy, has
spread a little Christmas Cheer to the children of Rasville, South Georgetown.
The Minister visited the community
and distributed toys to the young ones
around noon on Christmas Day.
"It is for us a joy to be able to share
with you these toys, and we want to wish
you all a very Merry Christmas and we
look forward to seeing all of you in the
New Year," the Minister said.
He told residents that Government is
working continuously to improve the
quality of education in Guyana, and to
make their lives better.

...and in Dharm Sala
His Excellency Dr Irfaan Ali celebrated Christmas
with residents of the Dharm Shala in Albouystown.
The Guyana Head of State commended the extraordinary job of the charitable establishment, which
observed its hundredth anniversary in April. He also
contributed $1m to help offset expenses.
The President said that he was honoured to again
join the residents on Christmas and said that the holiday tells "the story of hope, the story of faith, the story
of strength, the story of a sense of character, and more
importantly, the story of us, giving more of ourselves in
service to others”.
The President said those tenets are what the
Dharm Shala and its caretakers emulate and what creates a beacon of hope for persons who benefit from
their services.
He said too that the country must celebrate the
people and institutions that give selflessly in service of
humanity.
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THE NEW NATURAL RESOURCE FUND (NRF) BILL
is vital to improving transparency and accountability
in Guyana’s petroleum revenue management

The People’s Progressive Party Civic Government has laid in the National Assembly A NEW
NATURAL RESOURCE FUND (NRF) BILL in keeping with its campaign promise, to improve the management, accountability and transparency of Guyana’s petroleum revenues. This
monumental legislation will align itself with the country’s developmental objectives and priorities to generate wealth for the present and future beneﬁt of ALL Guyanese.
This Bill seeks to replace the ILLEGAL 2019 Natural Resource Act which was piloted
through the National Assembly by the ‘caretaker APNUAFC government’ which had lost
the legitimacy to govern, as a result of a successful No-Conﬁ dence Motion.
Furthermore, the APNUAFC version did NOT conﬁ rm to the established international guiding
principles, as it also lacked the inputs from stakeholders, including the parliamentary opposition
which was absent from Parliament.

FATAL DESIGN FLAWS OF THE NRF ACT OF 2019
The ILLEGAL NRF Act of 2019 OMITTED critical governance structures, including a governing
body such as a Board of Directors, as required by the 24 Generally Accepted Principles and Practices for sovereign wealth funds, usually referred to as the “Santiago Principles”.
It vested ALL the powers in the hands of the Minister of Finance without checks and balances,
among which; to unilaterally approve and determine the withdrawal of money from the fund and
oversee its management.

LIMITING AND RESTRICTING THE POWERS OF THE MINISTER
OF FINANCE
The NEW NRF BILL is an enhanced version that allows for greater scrutiny, accountability and
transparency in the management of the Fund, by LIMITING and RESTRICTING the powers
of the Minister of Finance.
These powers will now be transferred to a Board of Directors to be appointed by the President,
with wide-ranging qualiﬁcations, and national representation, including from parliament, labour
and private sector interests.
The formula to be used to determine maximum withdrawals from the Fund also removes the
ability of the Minister of Finance to manipulate the withdrawal process.
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“

I want to assure you that the Natural Resource Fund will be
managed in the interest of every Guyanese and in the interest
of all Guyana....We have outlined very clearly the type of
expenditure: people-centred, people-oriented, to add disposable
income to people’s pocket, to give them the best possible social
services, to enhance their livelihood, to improve their lives, to
change the image of Guyana and to transform our country.”

PARLIAMENTARY APPROVAL AND OVERSIGHT FOR THE
WITHDRAWAL OF MONEY FROM THE FUND
The NEW NRF BILL makes it compulsory for the Government to obtain Parliamentary approval
for withdrawals from the Fund for all expenditure, as part of the established budgetary process.
All expenditure will be subject to audits by the Auditor General. These audited reports will go
before the Public Accounts Committee (PAC), for another round of scrutiny.
It also sets out new, simpliﬁed calculations needed for ensuring that the Fund achieves its purposes.
In addition, it explicitly requires the Minister of Finance to publish in the Gazette, information
on all receipts into the Fund within three (3) months and to table this information in the National Assembly subsequently. Failure to conform with this requirement could see the Minister facing up to ten years (10) imprisonment.

The PPP/C Government has maintained its promise to ONLY spend Guyana’s oil revenue until
after the provisions governing the management, accountability and transparency of the Fund are
amended.
Monies will be used for accelerated transformation aimed at improving the lives of all Guyanese
including Infrastructure development (better roads, drains, recreational facilities, improved
housing and water); greater support for security sector; diversiﬁcation and support to non-oil
sectors (agriculture, manufacturing, tourism, mining, services etc); social services including
health care and education and major investment in human capital.
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94% of Guyanese with Covid have
recovered, says Health Minister
HEALTH Minister, Dr. Frank Anthony, has said that 95.4 per cent or
37,366 persons of the 39,151 persons
who tested positive for COVID-19
since it was first detected in Guyana in
March, 2020, have recovered.
Dr. Anthony made this disclosure
during his COVID-19 update with the
Department of Public Information
(DPI), on Tuesday.
During the programme, the minister said that the latest statistics show
that from the 418,178 COVID-19 tests
conducted, 9.3 per cent were positive
cases.
Of the positive cases, 1,050 persons succumbed to the deadly virus,
representing 2.6 per cent of the persons
who were infected. Further, 571 or 54.4
per cent of the deaths were males while
479 or 45.6 per cent were females.
“Males tend to be more outgoing
and they are involved more in practices
that can put them at risk, so you would
find more young men in bars, most of
the time they are not aware of the person’s vaccination status … they might
be in close proximity to others who are
unvaccinated or infected,” Dr. Anthony
said.
He added: “So, because of this
high-risk behaviour of not wearing
masks, being in close proximity with
possibly persons who are infected with
COVID, I would want to believe that
we would see a higher amount of cases
among young men and obviously if we
are getting more cases among that
group of people then ultimately we
would see more deaths.”
The Health Minister said that

Guyana Health Minister Dr Frank Anthony

based on the cases, most of the persons
who have died were suffering from underlying conditions, with most victims
from the older population suffering
from diabetes, hypertension, cardiovascular disease and human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).
“And similarly in the paediatric
group, most of the patients who have
died again had varying comorbidities…
we had a few cases of children that had
different forms of cancer, so these children on there on without COVID-19
had very bad prognosis and this was
just compounded by COVID-19 and,
therefore, we would have seen these

deaths occur,” he said.
The latest COVID-19 statistics
show that some 410,181 adults and
30,214 adolescents have received their
first dose of one of the vaccines the
country has made available to citizens.
Those numbers, when broken
down, mean that 80 per cent of the
country’s adult population and 41.4 per
cent of its adolescent population or persons between the ages of 12 to 18
years, have received their first shot of a
COVID-19 “jab.” In terms of second
dose, statistics show that 57.2 per cent
of the adult population is fully vaccinated, representing some 293,601 per-

sons, while 21,527 adolescents received their second shot, representing
29.5 per cent of that population.
“Booster doses are going up gradually. We have had 10,708 persons receiving their booster dose and again I
want to encourage persons to take their
booster doses to get protected against
Omicron,” Dr. Anthony said.
With the exception of the Johnson
and Johnson vaccine, for persons to be
considered fully vaccinated with the
available vaccines, namely, AstraZeneca, Sinopharm, Sputnik V and
Pfizer for adolescents, they must be administered both components of those
vaccines.
The Health Minister reminded that
COVID-19 is spread by people’s behaviour, so if persons are not adopting
safe practices, there is a high possibility of them being infected, with some
suffering mild consequences while others could die.
“Different individuals will have
different vulnerabilities and we can’t
say well this person will get a mild
form and that one will get a severe
form and that is why everybody needs
to really protect themselves,” Dr. Anthony said.
He added: “If you are going to
play hide and seek and have parties because you think that’s the right thing to
do, you might get away with it because
the task force cannot monitor everything. But think about this, you are putting yourself, your friends, your family
in danger of getting a deadly disease
and is that really necessary.”

CDC warns Guyana to prepare for more rain
AS Guyana continues to experience heavy rainfall, the Civil Defence
Commission (CDC), on Tuesday, urged
persons in low-lying and flood-prone
areas to take precautions in the coming
days.
In a weather update, the commission related that precautions are necessary because rainfall could reach up to
three inches along the coast and inland
areas.
The CDC said: “Frequent and
continuous rainfall will occur over the
coastland and some inland locations.
All other areas will see scattered showers throughout the period. One inch of
rainfall could be expected in other parts
of the country.”
Heavy and prolonged downpours
on Monday resulted in flooding in several communities across Georgetown,
but the heavy water accumulation
quickly receded after the authorities
took swift action to ensure that all city
pumps and sluices were in operation.
In what has become a common occurrence, many persons in Georgetown
woke up on Monday morning to water

in their yards and lower flats, in the
streets and on the roads, due to the
heavy rains which began in the wee
hours of the morning. High levels of
water were evident in several city
streets and walkways.
On Monday, Agriculture Minister
Zulfikar Mustapha, in an invited comment to the Guyana Chronicle, said
that the pumps and sluices across the
city were in operation and were being
closely monitored to drain the excess
water from the city.
“We have 13 pumps in the city
and all are operable; we had 91.1 mm
of rainfall between 8:00am and 2;00pm
and it was very high-intensity for a
short period of time. That is why the
water accumulated,” he said.
At the time of the interview, the
minister assured citizens that the water
level in the city was slowly lowering. It
was observed on Tuesday that water
had receded almost completely in some
areas.
He said: “The water in the lowlying areas is draining off because the
pumps have been working in the morn-

ing. We are monitoring the pumps on a
24-hour basis. Operators are at the site
to give whatever assistance to the National Drainage and Irrigation Authority.”
Additionally, the NDIA said that
the kokers/sluices were opened from
14:00hrs to 18:30hrs to ensure the
speedy drainage of floodwaters.
Meanwhile, members of the National Flood Taskforce, including its

head, Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret’d)
Mark Phillips, had visited several locations across Georgetown to assess the
impact of the water build-up.
On Tuesday, the water levels in
areas such as Albouystown; West, East,
North and South Ruimveldt; Bel Air
Park; Wortmanville and downtown
Georgetown were receding rapidly.
Residents countrywide are advised
to remain observant and take all necessary precautions during this time and
report incidents of flooding to the National Emergency Monitoring System
(NEMS) on 600-7500.
It was previously reported that
there will be a high chance of wetter
than usual (above-normal) conditions
across all 10 administrative regions of
Guyana for the period of December
2021 until early February 2022.
According to a seasonal forecast
and advisory for the secondary rainfall
season issued by the Ministry of Agriculture, rainfall amounts and frequency
are expected to increase as the season
progresses.
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Harmon says ﬁrm no to stepping
aside as Opposition Leader
NO longer an executive member
of the People’s National Congress/Reform (PNC/R), while losing the recent
race to be leader of the party to Aubrey
Norton, Opposition Leader Joseph Harmon is fighting to keep his seat in Parliament as his support base quickly
dwindles outside and inside the party.
Harmon, at the recent PNCR Congress, secured 245 votes compared to
Norton who scored 967.
Outside of the Georgetown Magistrates Court on Tuesday in support of
Former Minister of Finance, Winston
Jordan, who was released on $3M bail
for the offence of alleged misconduct in
public office, Harmon told reporters
that Norton’s landslide victory will not
affect his position as Opposition
Leader.
“The aftermath doesn’t change
anything basically, it’s the same decision as we had before is the same situation we have after, the fact of the matter
is the Constitution provides for the position of the Leader of the Opposition
and there is a process by which any

change of that position can take place,
and this is a constitutional process,” he
told reporters.
He continued: “So the elections in
the PNC/R does not change the setting,
does not change the arrangement in
Parliament itself; you will recall that
the Leader of the Opposition is representative of over 280,000 persons who
went to the electorate and voted, and so
that is my mandate and the mandate of
the leader of the PNC is a separate
mandate altogether.”
This statement by Harmon is false
as only 217,000 persons voted for the
APNU+AFC in the 2020 General and
Regional Elections which comprises
several small parties and not the PNC/R
alone.
Harmon also stressed that the
leader of the PNC/R and the Leader of
the Opposition is separate and both parties can work together.
However, in November last during
the build-up to the PNC/R elections,
Harmon had categorically stated that
the Leader of the Opposition and leader

of the PNC/R should be held by one
person.
Tracing the history of the PNC/R,
Harmon had noted that throughout, the
leaders of the party were also always
the Opposition Leader.
“There is a pattern of these two
positions merging,” he had said during
the campaign, noting that the two positions being held by the same person offers strength and power in moving the
party ahead.
Harmon, on Tuesday, also told reporters issues of recalling Member of
Parliament is dealt with constitutionally
and this also involves representatives of
the party’s list, along with a recommendation made to the National Assembly.
“I will only support a recall on the
basis of performance of the MPs in Parliament. Right now I think the MPs are
doing a great job. I think that they have
performed well and they continue to
perform and they have my support,”
Harmon said
In accordance with Article 184 of
Guyana’s Constitution, there are a num-

ber of ways in which a member can be
removed from the National Assembly,
including a no-confidence provision for
removing the Leader of the Opposition.
The provision, as reported previously, reads: “Where one-third of the
non-governmental members of the Assembly represent to the Speaker that the
Leader of the Opposition no longer enjoys their confidence, the Speaker shall
call a meeting of all the non-governmental members at which it shall be decided whether the Leader of the
Opposition shall be removed from office.”
The provision continues: “The removal shall be effected by the votes of
a majority of all the non-governmental
members.”
This means that if there is a
PNC/R parliamentary shake-up, then
persons in favour of Norton’s leadership could be positioned to account for
that majority, which could eventually
pave the way for him to ascend to the
Opposition Leader’s chair.
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$400-$500 million to be invested to
upgrade healthcare infrastructure
THE government is looking at upgrading Guyana’s healthcare system so
that each Guyanese, irrespective of their
locality, can benefit from world-class
healthcare services.
Vice-President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo,
during an interview on Friday last, disclosed that the government will be investing around $400 to $500 million on
public infrastructure alone, to facilitate
the upgrading of the healthcare system.
This could see some six new hospitals being constructed across the country,
including a new state-of-the-art children
and maternal hospital, new psychiatric
hospital, and upgrades to the existing
health facilities, Jagdeo said.
“We’re working on the plans now,”
he related, while highlighting that
healthcare is “crucial” for the nation. He
explained that the aim is to ensure
Guyanese in Essequibo, Linden or
Berbice can have access to quality services, and without having to travel to
Georgetown for those services.
“We are not just looking at access,
but quality of care,” the Vice-President
said, noting that the government is looking at procuring quality equipment,
which is built to last, from well-known
manufacturers.

In November this year, President
Dr. Irfaan Ali, along with Vice-President
Jagdeo and Minister of Health Dr. Frank
Anthony met with an executive team
from the renowned New York-based
Mount Sinai Health System at the Arthur
Chung Conference Centre, where discussions centred on the modernisation of
Guyana’s healthcare system.
In New York, the hospital network
is structured around eight hospital campuses, and includes more than 6,600 primary and specialty care physicians, and
13 ambulatory surgical centres.
The visiting delegation included
Mount Sinai’s international President,
Szabolcs Dorotovics; Senior Vice-President of Medical Affairs Richard Amiraian; Executive Vice-President Arthur A.
Klein; and Manager Amar Dhanraj.
“One of the most sophisticated investments the country needs to make in
its people is healthcare, and we are here
to work with the President in defining a
plan in the development of more sophisticated healthcare, also healthcare access
improvement; what we can do not only
in Georgetown, but in the rest of the
country,” Dr. Klein said at the meeting.
Since assuming office in August
2020, the government has already taken

steps to upgrade the legislation governing the health sector. The government
has since presented the Human Organ
and Tissue Transplant Bill to the National Assembly, a revolutionary piece of
legislation to enable organ transplantation in the country.
If passed in the National Assembly
when it comes up for debate this week,
the legislation will provide the regulatory framework which will enable
Guyana to perform cadaveric transplantation. This is the transplant of tissue
from brain-dead individuals, or cadavers
as they are referred to, to living persons.
“This legislation is very significant
for the entire country in terms of everyone who has kidney failure,” Dr. Kishore
Persaud, Head of Department, Multi-

Organ Transplant and Vascular Access
Surgery at the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) said last
week. Earlier in the year, Health Minister Dr. Frank Anthony related that several pieces of legislation tailored for the
enhancement and modernisation of the
public health sector have been submitted
to Attorney-General and Legal Affairs
Minister Anil Nandlall, SC, for revision.
The Antibiotics Act is also up for
revision. Dr. Anthony had explained that
there are many provisions within the said
legislation that are no longer in use, and
the government is looking to develop a
Pharmaceutical Act that would look at
the current types of medication that are
in use.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects
* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

Inside Projects
* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Amitabh Bachchan: Big Bi tipped to play the legendary Dilip Kumar

Amitabh likely to play Dilip
Kumar in planned biopic
The trend of biopics seems to be unstoppable
in Bollywood. Just a few moments ago we heard
that Rajesh Khanna’s biopic is on the cards. Now,
the news of Dilip Kumar’s biopic is in full force.
Dilip saab is amongst the greatest actors of all
time in Bollywood, and his legacy will only grow
with time. While his fanfare needs no introduction,
the actor’s off-screen story too is very interesting
and deserves to be told through movies. If you want
to know about his inspiring stories, you may get a
chance very soon. As per the report in Bollywood
Hungama, Subhash Ghai is planning to make a
biopic based on Dilip Kumar’s life. And to essay
such a legendary actor, Ghai wants another legend
to come on board, and that’s Amitabh Bachchan.

A source close to the development states, “He
(Ghai) feels there is a very inspiring story to tell on
how a fruit seller’s son became India’s most
revered actor. Subhash Ghai wants Amitabh
Bachchan to play Dilip Kumar,” reads a report in
the portal. On the work front, Big B is jam-packed
with some exciting projects. He has Brahmastra,
Runway 34, Project K, Jhund, The Intern remake,
Goodbye, and other films in his kitty.
Bachchan recently received praise for backing
out of endorsing the pan masala brand, due to its
harmful effects on health. Even the National Organisation For Tobacco Eradication had welcomed
his decision to withdraw from surrogate ads promoting tobacco products.

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Thirteen left homeless after
three Christmas Day ﬁres
The Guyana Fire Service (GFS)
today said that 13 persons are homeless
after three Christmas Day fires.
At 8:50am, Water Tenders 102, 105
and 107 from Central and West
Ruimveldt Fire Stations responded to a
house on fire at Lot 169 Rose Street,
West Ruimveldt, a release from the GFS
said.
The structure was a one-flat
wooden and concrete building owned
and occupied by Jewel Anderson and her
family of three.
The purported cause of the fire was
a lit mosquito coil left unattended and
which ignited a window curtain and
spread to the entire building.
The building and its contents were
completely destroyed leaving four persons homeless.
Meanwhile, at 17:14pm, the GFS
said that Water Tender 86 from the Corriverton Fire Station responded to a fire
at Lot 193 Ankerville, Port Mourant,
Corentyne Berbice.
The structure was a two-storey
wooden building occupied by Ravi
Rashaney and his family of four.
The building and its contents were
completely destroyed leaving five persons homeless.
The GFS said that a one-flat
wooden and concrete building located at
Lot 166 Ankerville, Port Mourant,
Corentyne, Berbice owned by Chandrawattie Deokharan was also affected
by the blaze.
Six louvre panels and ten meters of
PVC guttering were slightly damaged

The site of the Company Road fire

due to radiated heat from the fire.
Also affected by the blaze was a
one-flat wooden and concrete building
located at Lot 195 Ankerville, Port
Mourant, Corentyne Berbice occupied
by Andy Dhanessar and his family of
five.
Five louvre panels on the northern
side of the building were completely destroyed due to radiated heat.
Investigations are underway to ascertain what caused the fire.
Further, at 21:32 pm Water Tenders
103 and 106 from the Melanie and

Campbellville Fire Stations responded to
a fire at Lot 45 Company Road, Friendship, ECD.
The structure was a two storey
wooden and concrete building.
The GFS said that the top floor was
occupied by Estwick Leitch and Edorl
Leitch, while the ground floor was occupied by Carlton Leitch and Odette Cummings. The purported cause of the fire is
said to be an overloaded electrical circuit
which fed back to the distribution panel
and which arced and sparked and ignited
nearby combustible materials.

The building and its contents were
completely destroyed leaving four persons homeless.
One silver grey Honda with registration number PMM8427 owned by
Carlton Leitch was completely destroyed
while a red and black Honda CG150
bearing registration number CE4927
owned by Lincoln Leitch suffered severe
damage to the seat and electrical wiring.
The GFS is urging citizens to be
extra careful during the holiday season
and to take the necessary precautions to
avoid these tragedies.

Learning Channel to broadcast on 99.9FM
THE Ministry of Education (MoE)
is expected to launch its education radio
station, 99.9FM, early next year, as another avenue of getting learning content
out to learners in varying parts of the
country.
The channel will be entirely dedicated to providing educational and
teaching material, and, like the Guyana
Learning Channel (GLC), will be managed by the National Centre for Educational Resource and Development
(NCERD).
“We will launch, shortly, 99.9 FM’;
that will be a radio channel dedicated to
educational content, that is currently
being set up with a new studio, as well
as the technical and logistical arrangements that have to be made. But we’ve
already bought those services,” Minister
of Education Priya Manickchand said
Monday, while speaking at a media
brunch.
The coming on stream of the radio
station, she explained, will supplement
the simultaneous expansion of the GLC,

which is being expanded to include five
additional channels, all of which will be
dedicated to 24-hour educational content.
The development of unconventional means of teaching has been fasttracked over the past few months as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic,
where mandated school closures highlighted the need for alternative modes of
education delivery outside of the traditional face-to-face classrooms.
After schools were closed in
March 2020, in September of that year,
the ministry began utilising the GLC as
part of a multifaceted educational delivery approach that allowed for schools to
be reopened virtually.
Timetable teaching for all the
grade levels were being delivered on the
GLC, however, the ministry ran into issues with having to provide teaching
material for the varying subject areas
across the 11 grade school levels, and
two nursery school levels.
Additionally, the existing facility

Guyana Education Minister Priya Manickchand

had proven to be somewhat deficient in
terms of accessibility to children across
the country, particularly those in the hinterland and riverine communities.
As such, the ministry took a decision to expand the Learning Channel to

better cater for the different levels of
learning, and the more far-flung locales.
Some $664.697 million was
catered for in the 2021 Budget to go towards the roll-out of the expansion of
the Learning Channel.
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All Guyanese teachers to be
licensed from 2022: Minister
The Government of Guyana in its
commitment to strengthening the education sector is aiming to have all teachers
in the system licensed beginning from
next year.
This was announced on Monday by
Minister of Education, Priya Manickchand during a media brunch at the Cara
Lodge Hotel, Georgetown. The Minister’s announcement comes after she
made it clear that all educators in the
system must be trained or be in training
by next year.
“You are more likely to do well as
a trained teacher and teachers who do
continuous learning,” she stated.
Minister Manickchand stressed too
that the teaching profession is equally
important as doctors, and so teachers
must be licensed to carry out the job.
“Beginning next year, we have to license our teachers; this is one of the
most important professions. Doctors
have to be licensed and re-licensed every
year because you know we have to make
sure they have the skills. Teachers across
the Caribbean, teachers in North America, they hold a licence and if you don’t
engage in a certain number of professional development courses, that speaks
to the level of commitment and what you
might be able to know and learn; we
can’t progress,” the Minister asserted.
She noted too that for years now,

Minister of Education, Priya Manickchand

the rate of trained teachers across the
country have been at a stagnant 70 percent and this is partially due to the number of enrollment, which the Cyril Potter
College of Education (CPCE) can facil-

itate and the fact that teachers retire
every year.
“The highest level of trained teachers we have is at primary, and has never
reached 80 percent. We don’t have any

level with 80 percent trained teachers, it
has all been at the 73, 71, 75, 77, and the
reason for that is simple, some teachers
have retired every year and we have only
ever been able to put 535 (at a time) in
training,” Manickchand revealed.
The Minister mentioned too that the
Ministry has recorded a drop in hinterland teachers being trained. Though it
was worrying at first, she disclosed that
what they found is that these teachers
preferred to do the two-year Associated
Degree programme instead of the full
four-year certificate programme. Although noting that this is commendable,
she encouraged them to pursue the profession further.
For those teachers in the system
who are untrained, the Education Minister assured that come next year, her Ministry will be working closely to upgrade
them.
While, disclosing the plans the
Ministry has for next year and beyond,
the Minister noted that the CPCE will be
expanded.
“The Cyril Potter College of Education is the only teaching training centre in the country. Usually, about 535
students are accepted for face-to-face
learning every year, this year because we
have gone online, we have more than
2,500 students who have begun their
first year learning,” she related.

CRIME & COURTS

Man executed during Christmas robbery
Moments before families were
about to celebrate Christmas, the relatives of Deon Charles, 28, and Garfield
Newton, 36, were thrown into a state of
mourning, after they were killed separately, an hour apart in the Albouystown community, Georgetown.
Newton, a bodyguard attached to
Beharry Group of Companies, was shot
dead during the course of a robbery just
about 22:00hrs Christmas Eve night at
Campbell Street, Albouystown, while
Charles, of Middle Road, La Penitence
was killed execution-style, about
23:50hrs at James Street, Albouystown.
According to police reports, moments before Newton was killed, he
visited a goldsmith in the Campbell
Street area, where he collected a silver
hand band, a gold chain and two gold
rings which he had taken to be cleaned
earlier.
It was while heading back to his
company’s vehicle—which was parked
on Sussex Street—that the fatal incident occurred.

The goldsmith told police that
about five minutes after Newton left to
go to his vehicle, a teenager came and
informed him that that the person
(Newton) who came to collect the jewelry was shot and lying on the street.
Immediately after hearing this, the
goldsmith reported that he went out to
the street and saw Newton lying motionless on his abdomen.
The Emergency Medical Technicians that were summoned to the scene
pronounced Newton dead on the spot.
His body which bore a gunshot
wound to his chest was taken to the
Memorial Gardens Funeral Home,
where it awaits a Post Mortem examination.
According to reports, detectives
on the scene found that the jewelry
Newton reportedly had in his possession, a firearm and ammunition, property of the company and a cell phone
were all missing.
Information reaching investigators
has since revealed that three men in a

motorcar were seen This publication
was yesterday reliably informed from
sources close to the investigation that
two suspects were apprehended and are
in police custody.
Meanwhile, just about 23:50hrs
that same night on James Street, police
said Charles was gunned down.
According to police reports,
Charles was seen standing on the southern side of the street when a white
‘Axio’ motorcar came from the eastern
direction and stop in front of him.
It was reported to the police, that
two men exited the car and approached
Charles, after which a loud explosion,
suspected to be that of a gunshot, was
heard.
Police revealed that the young
man fell to the ground and the two men
re-entered the car and made good their
escape.
A wounded Charles was picked up
by public-spirited citizens and taken to
the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC), where he was pro-

Killed: Deon Charles

nounced dead on arrival.
The dead man’s body was examined and a gunshot wound was seen on
the left side of his head. His body was
removed and taken to the mortuary. Police noted that efforts made to locate the
suspects have so far proven futile. Nevertheless, investigations into the men’s
killings are ongoing.
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Pandemic baby boom: 30 Christmas
babies born in Guyana
More than 30 bouncing babies were
delivered this year in Guyana on Christmas Day, amidst the global COVID-19
Pandemic.
The country’s first set of Christmas
babies, a boy and girl were born at the
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) at exactly 12:15am. This
year, the GPHC saw a total of 10 babies
being born, five girls and five
boys.Given its usual Christmas Day tradition, the hospital’s maternity unit was
visited by First Lady, Arya Ali, where
she delivered care packages to the mothers of the newborn.
Alexandra Jerry of Jawala village,
Region Seven, who was the first to give
birth to the first boy at the GPHC, said
that she was never expecting to give
birth on Christmas Day.
Jerry related that she was expecting
to give birth a day or two, before December 25. Nevertheless, the first-time
mother said, she is very much thankful
and happy to deliver a healthy baby boy.
Mother of the first baby girl to be
delivered at the GPHC, was Natasha
Richards, of Region One. Richards
noted that to give birth on Christmas
Day was no surprise because she was
expecting to deliver anytime during the
holidays.The elated woman shared that
her bouncing baby girl, who weighed little over eight pounds is the 10th child
she have given birth to.
In Region Three, the West Demerara Regional Hospital welcomed a total
of seven babies, four boys and three
girls.

Some of the Christmas babies born at the Balwant Singh Hospital

The first to be born was a girl at approximately 05:28hrs to mother—Basmattie Sukhdeo.
The second baby was at 06:38hrs to
mother, Naomi Ramdeholl, the third was
at 08:30hrs to mother Linda Elizabeth,

the fourth was at Shona Gibson at
11:05hrs, the fifth was at 17:35hrs to
mother Natasha Dass.
Dass’s baby was the special delivery of the day, given she was the first delivery of a severe preterm (premature

baby).
After a history of infertility, Dass at
the age of 37 welcome her first live
baby.The sixth baby to be delivered at
the hospital was at 21:20hrs to mother
Tiffany Wilson while the last of the day
was delivered to mother Karren Andries
at approximately 23:15hrs.
Over in Region Six, at the New
Amsterdam Hospital, its maternity ward
welcomed a total of five bundles of joy,
three boys and two girls.The first to be
born were twins, to mother Ruth McCalman, 31, of Tucber Park, New Amsterdam.
Via a C-section operation, McCalman gave birth to a bouncing baby boy
at exactly 07:26hrs while her baby girl
was born at 07:27hrs.
The other deliveries at the New
Amsterdam hospital was another baby
girl who was born at 14:00hrs to mother
Ashmetha Satrohan, a 17-year-old of
Number 19 Village, a baby boy at
15:38hrs to mother, Beyonce Britney
Sooklall, 19, of Hopetown and lastly a
baby boy at 19:15hrs to mother Ravina
Hardar of Canefiled, Canjie.
Still in Region Six, the Skeldon
Hospital welcomed two baby boys, first
being born at 05:50 hrs to mother,
Michelle Roy and the second at 07:00hrs
to mother, Farzana Ali of Number 76
Housing Scheme.
Meanwhile, via its Facebook page,
privately owned Dr. Balwant Singh Hospital announced the birth of 11 angels
born on Christmas Day at the institution.

Granger pledges support for new PNC leader
Former leader of the Peoples National Congress Reform, David
Granger—currently in Cuba undergoing
medical treatment—has not only congratulated the newly elected party
leader, but has since pledged his continued support.
Granger in a message to the party
and its new leadership assured the new
leader of his continued contribution to
the party, of his commitment to the satisfactory conclusion of the party’s reform process, of his support for the
party’s programme and, also, of his adherence to the party’s principles.
The former leader expressed satisfaction that the process, “initiated by the
presentation of the report of the ad hoc
Advisory Committee on Congress to the
Central Executive Committee in April
2020 led to the convening of a safe and
successful Congress in December.”
Aubrey Norton was elected as the
fifth leader of the PNC/R on Saturday
last, when the party ran off its 21st Biennial Delegates Congress, concluding

with the results being announced the following day.
In a formal statement on the results
of its Congress, the party reiterated that
the activity was conducted over a oneday period at Party Congress Houses
and approved venues in the respective
regions, as well as the North American
Region (NAR).
The first session consisted of the
Opening Ceremony of the Congress,
which was held virtually and was
chaired by Volda Lawrence, the then
party chairperson, performing the duties
of leader of the party, and chair of the
then Central Executive Committee
(CEC).
The second session dealt with the
election of leader, chairman, two vice
chairpersons, treasurer and fifteen members of the Central Executive Committee
for the next biennium under the supervision of the Chief Elections Officer, Vincent Alexander, and other members of
his team.
The results of the recent Congress

Aubrey Norton

confirm Aubrey Norton as the clear winner securing 967 of the 1,280 votes cast,
while Shurwayne Holder was elected
chairman and Elizabeth Williams, vice
chairman.
The post of second vice chairman—incorrectly reported as vice chairman in yesterday’s publication—will be
determined via a by-election between
Christopher Jones and Vinceroy Jordan,
both of whom secured 381 votes.
The treasurer for the party is now
Mohamed Faaiz Mursaline.

With regard to the new CEC, the
party reported that 123 party members
contested for the 15 positions.
Those elected are: Gary Best,
Christopher Jones, Jermaine Figuiera,
Edward Collins, Dawn HastingsWilliams, Geeta Chandan-Edmond,
Hazel Pyle-Lewis, Kirk Fraser, Samuel
Sandy, Amanza Walton-Desir, Ganesh
Mahipaul, Coretta McDonald, Troy Garraway, Riaz Roopnaraine and Annette
Ferguson.
According to the party, 10 more
members of the Central Executive will
be co-opted, five by the party leader and
five by the Central Executive Committee, “and this is likely to be done when
the Executive holds its first formal meeting.” Further, each of the eleven Party
Regions is entitled to elect one representative from their region to sit on the
CEC, which will be completed with the
appointment of the General Secretary—
to be done by the party leader, and the
Principal Political Secretaries, which
will be by the CEC.
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Caribbean US legislators pay
tribute to Bishop Desmond Tutu
Two Democratic Caribbean legislators have paid tribute to the late South
African born Nobel Peace Prize-winning Anglican cleric, Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, whose civil and human
rights work helped to end apartheid –
the system of racial separateness – in his
country.
“Archbishop Desmond Tutu was
the global ambassador of humanity and
human rights who helped usher in an era
that united the world in a common
cause: ending apartheid in South
Africa,” said Yvette D Clarke, adding
Tutu was “the global ambassador of humanity and human rights”.
Clarke, who represents the primarily Caribbean 9th Congressional District in Brooklyn, lamented to Caribbean
Media Corporation (CMC) “what a
great loss for the world and mankind”
Tutu's death was.
The congresswoman said the 1984
Nobel Peace Prize winner was the commencement speaker at her graduation
from Oberlin College, a private liberal
arts college and conservatory of music
in Oberlin, Ohio.
She said Tutu was “a leader and
true inspiration in the global racial justice movement.
“I have powerful and indelible

memories of Archbishop Tutu's passion
for justice as commencement speaker,”
said Clarke, noting that it was the first
of several encounters with him over the
year.
“He was truly an inspiring leader.
He is leaving behind a legacy that will
not only shape generations to come but
continue to be transformative as we advance the movement for a more just and
equitable world,” Clarke said.
New York City councilman, Haitian-born Dr Mathieu Eugene described
Tutu as “a true spiritual icon”, and that
Archbishop Tutu was “a leader in the
anti-apartheid movement and a true spiritual icon who, despite many obstacles,
dedicated his life to the fight for freedom and justice for all of humanity.
“Bishop Tutu will be remembered
as a tireless advocate and voice for those
who lived under systematic oppression,
and a trusted source of wisdom who understood the need for unity and peace in
the face of intolerance and discrimination,” said Eugene, representative for
the predominantly Caribbean 40th
Council District in Brooklyn.
“His legacy will live on in all who
believe in the value of partnerships and
respect that help us work together towards the common good as human be-

Archbishop Desmond Tutu: died on Boaxing Day

ings,” he told CMC. “May God bless his
family during this very difficult time.”
New York City Mayor-elect Eric
Adams, who will assume office on January 1, 2022, said the passing of Archbishop Tutu is “a heartbreaking loss for
our global community.
“A champion of civil rights whose

voice brought down apartheid in South
Africa and advanced the fight for human
and economic justice throughout the
world, Archbishop Tutu's advocacy resonated across generations, cultures and
communities,” said Adams, who will become the second black mayor of New
York City after the late David Dinkins.

Omicron has little effect on Negril bookings
Hoteliers in the Jamaican resort
town of Negril say they have not seen
bookings being cancelled at an alarming
rate due to a surge in the Omicron variant
of the novel coronavirus across the
globe. The new variant comes at a time
when the tourism industry is experiencing its best Christmas and winter season
since March 2019 when Jamaica
recorded its first case of COVID-19.
“[It is] not [alarming] at this point.
There have been cancellations, but we really don't know if this could snowball
into more cancellations, or if people will
start to see that they can still travel despite the presence of the Omicron,”
stated Ann Chen, president of the Jamaica Hotel and Tourist Association Negril chapter.
The managing director of the
Boardwalk Village resort in Negril,
Richard Wallace, said his entity has been
impacted by cancellations. However, he
noted that because of overbooking, he
can fill his rooms.
“Yes, there are cancellations and
they are last-minute cancellations, because even this morning I got some cancellations, but the bookings were good
enough that we can say that we are having a good season, even though we had
some cancellations,” said Wallace, who

Vacationers enjoying Negril’s famous beaches in earlier times

emphasised that, for him, the situation is
not alarming. Even though Health and
Wellness Minister Dr Christopher Tufton
had reported last week Wednesday that a
British national who was staying at a

hotel in Jamaica had tested positive for
the Omicron variant on arrival back in
the UK, the reasons for the cancellations
are varied and have nothing to do with
the possible presence of the virus in Ja-

maica, Chen and Wallace said.
According to Chen, people are testing positive for the virus before travelling, and others are being cautious about
any form of travelling at this time.
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Mottley calls snap election for
January 19 in Barbados
Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley yesterday called a snap general election for Jan. 19, just weeks after the
Caribbean country became a republic
and said goodbye to the British monarchy.
A former British colony that gained
independence in 1966, Barbados in October elected Sandra Mason as the country’s first-ever president to replace
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth as head of
state. Mason was sworn in as president
on
Nov.
30
https://www.reuters.com/world/princecharles-travels-barbados-celebrate-creation-republic-2021-11-29.
In a 37-minute, political address
broadcast on her social media accounts,
Mottley listed her government’s economic and financial achievements and
said the economy was recovering despite
damage to the tourism industry by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Arguing that the country was in the
grip of a “silly season” as critics attacked
her government’s response to COVID19, Mottley said it was time to put aside
partisan squabbling.
“I need for us to unite around a
common cause, unite behind a single
government, unite behind a single
leader,” she said, pledging to support
whoever emerged victorious.
Mottley, the leader of the Barbados
Labour Party and first female prime min-

Mia Mottley calls a snap election to seek new mandate after taking the country to a Republic

ister of her country, won election in May
2018 for a five-year term. The new ballot
would be held on Jan. 19 with nomination day earmarked for Jan. 3, she said.
“We have, my friends, a country to
build out, and we have a people to
mold,” she said. “Let us go on confident
that if we can do so united as a people,

there is no major challenge that can
knock us down for the count fully.”
In an apparent attempt to deflect
potential criticism that she was moving
opportunistically to consolidate power,
Mottley pointed to her party’s overwhelming majority in parliament and
noted she still had much of her first term

left to serve.
“Were I motivated solely by the
need to survive,” she said, “we could
bask, my friends, in the glory of a 29-1
parliament and ride COVID out for the
next 18 months.”

T&T records 610 Covid deaths in December
Trinidad and Tobago registered 610
deaths so far this month from the novel
coronavirus pandemic, making it so far
the worst month since the first case was
registered here in March last year.
Last month Trinidad and Tobago
registered 425 deaths and the Ministry
of Health, in its latest bulletin on Sunday, noted that 30 people died from the
virus, pushing the death toll to 2,768.
In addition, Trinidad and Tobago
registered 465 new confirmed positive
cases from samples taken during December 22 to 25, and so far this month a
total of 18,468 people have tested positive for the virus. The country has registered 89,829 infections and 70,220
recoveries since March last year. In November, the country registered 14,032
infections.
The authorities said 473 patients
were hospitalised as of Sunday.
The ministry said that so far,
659,477 people have received the first
dose of a two-dose vaccine regime and
47,921 have received a shot of a singledose vaccine. It said 66,979 people have
received an additional primary dose or
booster shot. A total of 664,699 people
are now fully vaccinated.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Dr

Covid cases are putting a strain on T&T’s emergency services

Keith Rowley has acknowledged that in
this pandemic all citizens, both vaccinated and unvaccinated, hold rights and
responsibilities for the care and safety of
each other in this country.
“Even as we do this, let us spare a
moment of reflection to remember all
those families and communities who
have experienced the loss of loved ones

along the way and for whom the pandemic is more than the daily news but
the source of the pain that they would
continue to suffer.”
Rowley reminded citizens that
human civilisation was built on the basic
values of love, compassion, decency,
morality, and that the Christmas season
“is that moment we can renew those val-

ues and reveal further our true strengths
within”.
The Administration has said it intends to go ahead with the plan to require all government workers to be fully
vaccinated if they want to continue
being paid, despite calls from trade
unions to have the plan scrapped.
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West Indies fall to South Africa
in Under-19 World Cup prep
THE West Indies Under-19s lost
by 18 runs in the first practice match
against South Africa, despite a fourwicket haul from spinner Anderson Mahase at the Cumberland Playing Field in
St Vincent and the Grenadines, on Sunday.
Both teams are preparing for the
International Cricket Council Under-19
World Cup, which will be held in the
Caribbean from January 14-February 5.
West Indies and South Africa will
play in a four-match warm-up series.
Mahase, a player from TT, grabbed
4/33 with his left-arm spin to help dismiss South Africa for 146 in 34.2 overs.
Off-spinner Onaje Amory was also
among the wickets snatching 3/34.
Jade Smith led the way for South
Africa with 34 and Ethan Cunningham
struck 30.
In reply, West Indies vice-captain
Giovonte Depeiza lashed 39 and captain

Ackeem Auguste contributed 27.
Teddy Bishop, who has been one
of the leading batsmen for West Indies
in the build up to the world cup, pitched
in with 24.
Dewald Brevis was the chief destroyer for South Africa with 3/36. The
second match between the teams will be
played on Tuesday at Arnos Vale Stadium. The third match will be contested
on Thursday at Cumberland and the
fourth and final match will be played at
Arnos Vale Stadium on January 3.
SUMMARISED SCORES
SOUTH AFRICA 146 (34.2 overs)
(Jade Smith 34, Ethan Cunningham 30;
Anderson Mahase 4/33, Onaje Amory
3/34) vs WEST INDIES 128 (34.3
overs) (Giovonte Depeiza 39, Ackeem
Auguste 27, Teddy Bishop 24; Dewald
Brevis 3/36) South Africa won by 18
runs
West Indies' batsman Teddy Bishop plays a shot

T&T Bobsledders hope for good showing
WHEN you say the word bobsled
or bobsleigh most people in Trinidad
and Tobago will think about the popular
1993 movie Cool Runnings which
highlighted Jamaica’s journey to the
1988 Winter Olympics.
Trinidad and Tobago has been represented in the sport at the Winter
Olympics in the past, but after a 20-year
hiatus Trinidad and Tobago is in contention of qualifying for the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympic Games.
TT has been competing in the
North American Cup tour to seal a place
at the Olympics, which will be held
from February 4-20.
TT’s best seven races out of eight
in recent months will count towards
their Olympic qualification. The team
must wait until the European Cup and
the World Cup end to confirm their
qualification for the Olympic Games.
Driver Axel Brown said TT’s
chances “look good.”
Brown explained that TT must
stay ahead of countries such as Italy,
Croatia, Israel and Jamaica to qualify.
“We are currently comfortably ahead
(of them), but it is elite sport (and) anything could happen.”
On January 16, TT will know if
they have earned a place at the Winter
Olympics.
The TT bobsleigh team includes a
two-man team and a four-man team
with the two-man team eyeing Olympic
qualification.
The team comprises TT Summer
Olympic hurdler Mikel Thomas, track
and field sprinter Andre Marcano,

Trinidad and Tobago bobsled team in action during training

Brown and the John brothers Shomari
and Shakeel. Tom Harris is the coach of
the team.
“I understand that a lot of people
were not aware (TT had a bobsleigh
team), but it only happened realistically
three months before the start of the season so this has only existed in a tangible
form since July,” Brown said.
Brown said they tried to put a TT
team together in 2020, but because of
the covid19 pandemic, it did not develop.
Brown, born to a TT mother and a
British father, is elated that a TT team
has been created. His mother is from
Pointe-a-Pierre.
Brown is overwhelmed by the response from the TT public. “It feels
great (to form this team). I am really ex-

cited over not only what we have been
able to do on the ice, but also the reception that it’s had. It’s been incredible.”
The TT Olympic Committee is
supporting the TT bobsleigh team.
Brown, who has been involved in
the sport for the past decade, represented Great Britain in the past.
“To be doing what I am doing still,
but having such a warm welcome and
such an excited kind of fan base is honestly so validating and lovely…it is exciting that now all of a sudden the TT
population is kind of embracing us and
what we are able to do. That’s again, so
nice.” Brown is hoping TT bobsleigh
continues to thrive beyond this squad.
“Going forward into the next four
years…hopefully, it is not just me (and
my team), hopefully, there are other TT

teams that are inspired by what we are
doing, but I think we certainly have the
athletic pool from which to choose
great athletes from but also the four that
we’ve got at the moment are doing incredibly well and I am really excited to
see what they can do.”
Brown believes in his squad.
“I always knew conceptually the
athletic ability that exists in TT (with)
obviously a deep history of track and
field athletes…we’ve got four really
solid athletes now. I am excited about
how everyone is progressing. I think we
can do something really special.
“My athletic profile matches really
well in bobsleigh terms with fast,
sprinter types. I am more of a short,
burst power so someone that could then
add leg speed to that is really good.”
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
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