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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.

OH CHRISTMAS
TREE: Guyana’s Minister
of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Oneidge Walrond, on Sunday urged
Guyanese to stay true to their
loving and welcoming nature
during the Christmas season.
She made this comment
while speaking at the ‘Annual Christmas Tree Lightup’ at Rahaman’s Park. This
marks the 17th year of the
Rahaman family tradition,
which signals the start of the
Christmas season in Guyana.
Police officials in the country are also gearing up to increase patrols in the city and
other shopping areas to ensure a safe and happy Christmas season for all Guyanese.

From Queen to Republic
Prince Charles formally greets new Barbados President Sandra Mason
as the island nation said goodbye to the Monarchy on Monday to become the
world’s newest Republic. The Prince of Wales flew into Barbados for Monday's handover ceremony in National Heroes Square as a representative of the
Queen but also in his role as her successor as head of the Commonwealth as
Barbados will remain in the Commonwealth. Republicanism has been rumbling for some time in Barbados. Prime Minister Mia Mottley described it as
a chance for the island to assert itself and show greater self-confidence. "It
was time," she said, "to fully leave our colonial past behind." Stories, Pg. 26
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My name is Marliin Marsh, I have
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h balist
li and
dh
homeopathic
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A.
I am now ex
exclusivvely working and
consulting thrro
ough my own clinic,
Marlin Herbs.
I am a health and
d wellness educator
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ough herbs
h
and dietary
support for you to
o live your best life.
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Colitis And
A
Crohn’s Disease
Irritable
e Bowel Symptoms
Dialysis, Prevention
P
and Support
COPD Chronic Ob
bstructive Pulmonary Dise
Ostherroclosis Bone Loss
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AVE.Unit
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Scarborough,
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416-281- HERB (4372)
marlinherb
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Restorative
Restora
ative healtth
h,
that is what
Marlin Herbs is
always about.

Restorative healtth, that is what Marlin Herbs is alway aboutt.
Health is not the absen
nce of Disease.
IT IS A ST
TA
AT E OF PHYSICAL,, MORAL AN D SPIRITUAL WELL BEING.

There are four main types of disease: infe
ectious diseases, deficiency diseases, hereditary
diseases (including both genetic disease
es and non-genetic hereditary diseases), and
physiological diseases.
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The lungs
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The bladder
The kidneys
The heart
The stomach
The intestines

Glandular system customise treatmentt of
herbs are offered.

Our Goal is Curative
Therapeutive Corrective
Health
Therapeutic treatments herbal and
nutritional support is offered for all the
major organ systems in the human body,
which include the circulatory, respiratory,
digestive, excretory, nervous, endocrine
lymphatic systems, immune, integumentarry
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d nail), skeletal, muscle an
nd
reproductive systems.
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Quebec cop loses case of racially
proﬁling black man in Laval
A Laval, QC police officer racially
profiled a Black man during a stop at a
gas station in 2017 and violated the
ethics code by shoving him and deleting
the man’s cellphone recording of the interaction, Quebec’s police ethics committee has ruled.
In a blistering decision released
last week, the panel chastised officer
Michael Boutin for knocking the man’s
Samsung phone out of his hand and then
getting him to unlock it so that he could
erase the footage.
At the end of the May 14, 2017 altercation at the Laval gas station over an
alleged distracted driving violation, the
police officer told Pradel Content, who
is Black, that he’s lucky to live in Quebec rather than the United States “because they shoot people like you there,”
the committee's written decision quoted
the officer as saying.
At a virtual news conference Friday, Content said it’s been a “hard and
grueling” road to hold the officer accountable but is happy with the decision
rendered by the committee.
“It's not something you'd like to
hear. I wasn't frightened — I was

Pradel Content, left, with race relations activist Fo Niemi

shocked,” Content said of the officer’s
“condescending” comments to him that
day.
He acknowledged that if it weren’t
for the surveillance footage from the gas
station on des Laurentides Boulevard,
the case could have had a very different
outcome.
“The gas station footage saved me
because the footage I originally had, he
deleted it. So that leaves me with noth-

ing, which is terrifying,” he said.
The officer handed Content a $127
traffic ticket after the 2017 encounter.
Not only did he contest the ticket — and
win — he also filed complaints with the
Quebec Human Rights Tribunal, the
Quebec Human Rights and Youth
Rights Commission, and the province’s
Police Ethics Committee over his treatment four years ago.
While his case is still before the tri-

bunal, he already won the case with the
human rights commission in October
2020 and was awarded $24,000 in damages. In a second victory, the police
ethics committee said in its Nov. 18 decision that it upheld six of the 12 violations against Boutin.
Content testified that he only
pulled out his cellphone to film after
getting out of his Cadillac Escalade at
the gas station because he noticed that
Boutin had been following him briefly
in his police cruiser, but Boutin alleged
that the man had started filming him before he got out of the car, thereby violating the Highway Traffic Act, and
arrested him for refusing to identify
himself. However, the committee didn’t
buy the officer's version of events and
painted most his testimony as not only
uncredible but also “ridiculous” and
“implausible.”
For example, the officer told the
committee that Content was shoving the
cellphone in his face while recording,
but surveillance footage showed Content was holding it at chest level and
was not “gesticulating.”

Unvaccinated barred from planes, trains
Unvaccinated travellers over the age of 12
won't be able to board a plane or train in Canada beginning today, and a negative COVID-19 test will no
longer serve as a substitute for most people.
The policy came into effect on Oct. 30, but the
federal government allowed a short transition period
for unvaccinated travellers who could board as long
as they provided a negative molecular COVID-19
test taken within 72 hours before their trip.
The stringent new requirement comes into effect as Canada reacts to the emergence of the new,
highly mutated Omicron variant of COVID-19.
The discovery of the new variant has prompted
border closures and heavier screening in Canada and
abroad over fears it could prove more transmissible.
The risk related to the Omicron variant is very
high, according to the World Health Organization,
but there is still a lot public health officials and scientists do not know about it.
While anyone coming into Canada or boarding
a plane or train inside the country must be vaccinated, there are currently no quarantine measures in
place except for people who have recently transited
through southern Africa.

While many airlines have so far been doing random spot checks to ensure travellers are vaccinated,
Air Canada and West Jet have confirmed they will
ask for proof from everyone boarding in Canada as
of Tuesday.
Other measures, like masks and health screenings, will still be mandatory.
“If you indicate to your airline or railway company that you're eligible to board, but fail to provide

proof of vaccination or valid COVID-19 test result,
you won't be allowed to travel and could face penalties or fines,” the government's website states.
The government has issued warnings on social
media that even Canadians and permanent residents
abroad will not be able to return home without a full
slate of approved vaccines. There are some exceptions, including valid medical exemptions, travel to
remote communities only accessible by plane.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

StopDitching
the games,
Williams
theAG
Queen
The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

The concept of being part of the
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
British Empire is one long discarded by
the decision by Chief Justice Roxanne
many countries that were colonies and
George-Wiltshire’s findings that last Desubsequently
enriched their master’s cofcember’s No-confidence vote against the
fers.
government was constitutional, is grasping
Indeed, countries of the Caribbean,
inat straws.
particular, provided most of the
“The Honourable Chief Justice Roxwealth
the British used to impose its
anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdibrand of Imperialism on the world,
rected herself in law when she ruled that
whether
to willing or unwilling subjects.
the motion of no-confidence upon a diviThis explains why most left the fold
sion vote of 33:32 members of the National
at the first opportunity. The idea of exAssembly
validlyto
passed
as the
requiporting
its was
resources
sustain
a master
site imposed
majority ofthe
all horror
the elected
membersand
of
that
of slavery
the National Assembly,
to article
indentureship
on thempursuant
was distasteful.
106
(6)
of
the
constitution,”
the
Attorney
Most took off at the first opportunity,
General
contends
in histhe
appeal.
like
teenagers
fleeing
home of conIn
her
decision,
CJ
George-Wiltshire
trolling parents at the first chance they
explained that in getting a majority, one
get.
sideThis
mustisacquire
more than the
why itone
is surprising
thatother
Barside.
An
absolute
majority,
she
said,
as
bados took so long to do so. Decades
specified
a majority
after
manybyoftheitsconstitution,
Caribbeanisneighbours
shrugged off the cloak of colonialism,
the island -- which took pride in being
known as Little England -- finally took
the plunge to total self government by
Dear Friends,
becoming
a Republic on Tuesday.
My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years
It was a move that was long com-

of all Members of Parliament present re-

ing, with current Prime Minister Mia
gardless if they are present or not. The
Mottley advocating the move from
chief justice concluded that an absolute macolony to Republic since 2006, when she
jority is 33.
was
deputy Prime Minister.
As such, she ruled, the motion was con“We feel that it is the right thing to
stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.
do to have a Barbadian head of state. We
This means that the Granger government
accept
that there was a concern that the
must abide by the constitution, which says
Government alone should not make that
they must step down and call elections
decision
in this day and age and we are
within 90 days of the date of the no confitherefore
committed to expressing our
dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.
views to the public and having them pass
It is reasonable to expect that the
judgement
on it,” she said at the time.
Granger
administration,
which
is sworn
Barbados
was due
to vote
on to
the
uphold
the
constitution,
will
abide
by
it,
issue in 2008 but then the financial crisis
now
that
bid to overturn
the vote too
has exhit
and
theitsmatter
was considered
been
found
lacking.
pensive to stage a referendum.
IfBut
it fails
so, it becomescontinued.
an illegal
theto do
conversation
administration.
Today,
many Barbadians are upset that
The
byto
Williams,
therefore,
they didmove
not get
voice their
opinion via
seems
us just
another
to forestall
vote
ontothe
decision
toattempt
ditch the
Queen.
the inevitable
in
a
desperate
bid
to
hold
on
It was not until 2018 that when
to
power.
Mottley led the Barbados Labour Party
to a landslide victory, giving her control
of all of the island’s 30 seats, that the
idea took hold again.
This time, because of her secure pogreat
of time and effort
has now
sitionamount
in Parliament,
Mottley
did been
not
devoted to my own care in one of the very
need to put the issue to a vote. The BLP

Legal minds everywhere have said that

decided unilaterally to move ahead with
the government has no ground to stand on
the plan that culminated on November
via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag30 when the sun set on Barbados as part
ging the country through political uncerof
the British Empire for the last time.
tainty at a time when clear leadership is
From all reports, some Barbadians
needed to move the nation forward in terms
are not happy with the idea of ditching
of dealing with its own fledgling oil econthe
Queen, even though the island reomy, as well as the international crisis in
mains part of the Commonwealth.
Venezuela, right next door.
Indeed, they see it as part of MottSecurity issues at home are also paraley’s
larger agenda to commit to the
mount, with crime seeming to be on an
global Black Lives Matter movement, by
ever-increasing trajectory that includes the
making
sure Barbadians, the majority of
shootingare
lastblack,
week of
onehave
of Guyana’s
whom
will
the finalmost
say
celebrated
expatriates,
Dr
Brian
O’Toole,
in their own destiny.Barbados remains
andisland
murders
that are
almost
an
where
thehappening
race conversation
is
every
day.
awkward, since the majority of its
AG Williams
and President
Granger
wealth
are controlled
by non-blacks.
mightBarbados’
also be accused
of trying
to prompt
buy timea
decision
could
to
use
the
offices
they
hold
to
try
to
dis- to
wave of other countries deciding
credit any
may face
at the
adopt
the opposition
republicanthey
model.
In Jamaica
state-controlledna–polls,
the including
largest ofusing
the the
Commonwealth
media
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tactics
to
tions in the region – both political
parties
have spoken in favour of becoming a republic. In 2003, the then prime minister,
P.J. Patterson of the centre-left People’s
National Party, pledged to abolish the
whether here
in other
countries,
a
monarchy
byor2007,
telling
a partyare
consymptom of the breakdown in society and as
ference: “I love the Queen dearly, but the

bring them into disrepute.

time has come when we must have a
They may think these are strategic
head of state chosen by us.”
moves, but the drama is being seen by the
Jamaica is one of the last independinternational community for what it is: a
ent hold-outs to the Monarchy in the
desperate attempt to hold onto power. The
Caribbean, and it might very well follow
global community has communicated as
the rest of its neighbours like Trinidad
much to the Guyana government.
and Tobago and Guyana, and now BarTo add to the woes, the Guyana Elecbados,
in seeking autonomous self rule
tions Commission, headed by a geriatric
sooner than we expect.
chairman who has been in ill health, is now
In Canada, another independent
saying that the agency will not be prepared
realm of the British Empire, the question
to hold elections until July – four months
of ditching the Queen might be a long
after
is constitutionally
due.show that the
wayitaway.
Recent polls
Since the
of the
agency
majority
of chairman
Canadians
-- 55%
-- was
favour
handpicked
by
the
Granger
administration,
keeping the Queen as Head of State. This
we
havebe
to because
openly wonder
whether
might
Canada
neverthis,
suffered
too,
is
another
delaying
tactic
by
the
from the indignity of slavery andgovindenernment.
tureship that most of the Caribbean
It’s timedid.
to stop the games and call the
colonies
elections
now. expect those numbers in
However,
Guyana’s
hardtofought
for, isas
support
of democracy,
Her Majesty
dwindle
atCanada
stake. evolves and more and more diverse people call the country home.
To the brand new Republic of Barbados, all the best in your evolution as a
truly independent state. We’re glad
gramme.
In addition,
theyoff
usethe
art,shackles
music,
you’ve finally
shucked
sport, and drama to facilitate these discusof colonialism.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of such we need radical steps to address social sions.
Surely now part of our conversation has
community. As we have no clergy in the course, the other major priority has been the issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari- safety of the school community. Our team at sharing now is the solution across George- got to be how do we address the social issues
town ortoGuyana
we wanted
the supand definitely at the same time take the necous Dear
fieldsEditor,
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the Igovtheafacts
launching
on socialhave
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theofincrease.
cise
I saw and
thatuplifting
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Formers
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sister stimulating
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We haveannounced
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cent
salary
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I will keep
main
issue
the pandemic
and the
impact on
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members
like Duncan,
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to name
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the youth
face all
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a member
of the school
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Cambridge,
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possible and
straight
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the point.
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especially
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so forth.
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this comparisons
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see
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also
had
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say
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even
though
those
countries
this
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate inrechallenges
that were brought
about by
the pandemic,
gle media
with salary
increases
oflearn
the pandemic.
ceived
Guyana,
they from
pay higher
tantly to
about social issues
andlower
what increases
process than
to have
had youth
the UK,
fuelled by social
where initial
com-because
credited undergraduate
and graduate
prothere is a growing need for more disposable income Reports from the Jamaican government as well as the wages and as such the people have more spending
grammes. The School of Nations has been a ments by a handful students in Guyana has youth can do to address them. This has been Canada and other countries to help develop
to reach the people. People need more money so that Jamaica Gleaner publication outlined that workers power. Even though that may be true, every single
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
they can survive at a time when prices are rising. We will receive a four per cent salary increase come 2022 country struggled to settle at a specific percentage begraduates serve in important capacities in group of students in North American and Nations and indeed at our house on this re- this message is simply to explore one reexamine
the situation in our neighbouring countries but they will be getting retroactive payment from cause of the pandemic. They could not give their
sponse
to the
violence
our socigrew
into aggressive
dangerous
flective
process.
and other partcountries
of the world.
orGuyana
even CARICOM
and we see how
people
April 1,and
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figures,
it is clear that workers anything
sizable
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agocent
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But then
chapter
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last something
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the context
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Heartfelt greetings
Nations community. I was informed day night. So on the one hand we are now study material related to the purpose of life
did somethat
research
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salary
increases
in other
Dominica
Online
publication
and how
to lead
moral and fulfilling lives as
Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE
to lookin
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to News
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this news
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and
what
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something
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that
public
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will
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Director, School of the Nations
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wanted
share
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end. In Antigua, the government has been what Guyana’s public officials are getting in addition
Since one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

Public servants seven per cent better this Christmas
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Climate Change impacts could
cost oil rich Guyana US$800M
Since the 1960s, increases in temperature, sea level and extreme rainfall
have exposed just how vulnerable
Guyana is to climate change. This frightening global phenomenon has resulted in
more than US$600M in losses. That figure could however see an alarming spike
as two government reports predict that
more climate woes of potentially catastrophic proportions lie ahead for the
world’s latest oil exploration hotspot.
According to the 2015 Climate Resilience Strategy and Action Plan for
Guyana, climate change will no doubt
alter the characteristics of hazards
Guyana is exposed to (e.g. average annual rainfall) and the nature of variability
(e.g. more intense storms, irregular seasonal rainfall), which will hamper the
nation’s socio-economic development
objectives. The report further notes, “It
is estimated that by 2030 Guyana could
be exposed to cumulative annual floodrelated losses totalling US$150 million
and that an extreme event similar to the
serious flooding in 2005, which resulted
in losses equivalent to 60% of GDP,
could result in some US$0.8 billion in
losses and harm more than 320,000 people.”
The report also states that Guyana’s
vulnerability to weather and climate-related impacts is partly as a result of inherent characteristics of the country’s
geography and socio-economic development profile. It says these factors interact

Some of the homes that were almost submerged in water during the May-June 2021 flooding

with the climate hazards to which
Guyana is exposed and result in a range
of climate impacts. The document says
they include ageing and inadequately
maintained critical infrastructure, limited

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

access to the latest knowledge and technology, and wider poverty and development challenges. Unless addressed, the
2015 government report warned that
these factors will increase Guyana’s sensitivity, and in turn vulnerability, to future climate impacts.
The recently launched draft of the
PPP/C Government’s Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030 also
acknowledges the foregoing findings
while expounding on the extent of climate change impacts on the nation.
The draft LCDS states that the effects on Guyanese people, society, economy and the environment during
flooding events in 2005, 2006, 2008,
2010, 2011, 2013, 2014 and 2015 and
the droughts of 1997-1998, 2009-2010
and 2015-2016 are poignant examples of
the devastation climate change may
cause.
It pointed out that flooding in 2005,
for example, caused damage estimated
at US$465 million (60% of GDP at that
point). This event is reported to have affected close to 275,000 people (37% of
the population). It was caused by a combination of a wetter than average December (2004), which left the ground
saturated, followed in January 2005 by
some of the heaviest rainfall the country
has experienced since records began in
1888. Kaieteur News understands that
some areas reported as much as 120150cm of standing water, which remained for several days. The heavy
rainfall also caused an increase in the
water levels of the East Demerara Water
Conservancy Dam (EDWC), which

came close to a critical breaching level
(59ft) and could have resulted in the failure of the dam wall. A socio-economic
assessment of the damage and loss
caused by the 2005 flood revealed major
impacts to the agriculture sector, particularly in the regions of West
Demerara/Essequibo Islands, Demerara/Mahaica and Mahaica/West Berbice.
Region Four was most severely affected,
experiencing close to 55% of the total
damage, followed by Regions Two
(23%) and Five (19%). Considerable
losses were recorded in the sugar, rice,
livestock and other crop (fruits, vegetables, roots and tubers, and herbs and
spices) subsectors.
For the floods experienced earlier
this year, President Irfaan Ali described
it as unprecedented and one of the worst
disasters in the country’s history. The
draft LCDS states that the social and
economic damage is likely comparable
to the 2005 flood which affected close to
37% of the population and caused economic damage equivalent to 60% of
GDP.
In his address to the nation, the
President said that in May alone, Guyana
had experienced its second highest rainfall in 40 years. He said the resulting impact saw massive flooding across all 10
Administrative Regions with over 300
communities directly affected for a protracted period of time. Furthermore, the
President said that the Agriculture Sector
suffered the greatest loss with 92,000
acres of farm and farmlands completely
affected.
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Hundreds tried to enter Canada
with fake Covid tests: CBSA
The Canada Border Services
Agency (CBSA) says it has intercepted
hundreds of suspected fake COVID-19
test results and vaccination records from
people trying to enter the country.
As of Oct. 31, border officials had
encountered 374 suspected falsified
COVID-19 test results at ports of entry
— 160 at airports and 187 at land crossings — and intercepted 92 suspected
fake proof-of-vaccination credentials, a
spokesperson for the agency told CBC.
The agency did not provide a breakdown of the cases, the specific ports of
entry or the possible countries of origin
of the fraudulent documents.
Because they have right of entry,
Canadians who enter with fake COVID19-related records are still allowed into
the country, but border officials then
pass on their information to the Public
Health Agency of Canada (PHAC),
which has ability to investigate and issue
fines. Non-Canadians could be denied
entry.
A number of cases are being investigated by PHAC, which issued seven
fines for suspected falsified or fraudulent
COVID-19 test results between Jan. 6 to
Nov. 12, that agency said. PHAC said it

also issued two fines for suspected falsified or fraudulent proof of vaccination
credentials between July 6 and Nov. 12.
International travellers who wish to
enter Canada and are not exempt from
vaccine requirements must show proof
of vaccination and, unless they are re-entering the country within 72 hours of
leaving, a negative COVID-19 molecular test result.
Lorian Hardcastle, a health policy
expert at the University of Calgary, said
she's glad the CBSA is picking up on
fake documents at the border but still has
concerns.
"I do wonder what percentage that
segment represents of the total number
of people who are coming in without
being vaccinated and/or tested," Hardcastle said.
She said it's important to have a
clear sense of the vaccination status of
people entering the country as new variants continue to emerge.
Canada has imposed travel restrictions on seven southern African countries in light of the omicron variant. As
of Monday morning, two cases had been
detected in Ottawa and one case was reported in Quebec.

People cross the U.S.-Canadian border

Epidemiologist Cynthia Carr with
Winnipeg-based EPI Research Inc., said
the CBSA numbers are problematic.
"For every person that is not protected, they are creating enhanced risk
for themselves, obviously," Carr said.
"But not protected and then travelling to
other countries — you're bringing that
risk back and forth."
Shabnam Preet Kaur, a forensic
document examiner with Toronto-based
Docufraud Canada, said technology can
easily allow people to create a falsified

document.
"You just have to download these
softwares, for example, Photoshop, and
you can just do all the editing as per your
convenience," she said.
"Whatever you need to change in a
document, you can do it in less than five
minutes."
Kaur said it is not difficult to manipulate PDF vaccine certificates.
"I would suggest [the] QR code
method is really safer as compared to the
PDF of certificates," she said.
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Locals account for majority of
private investments in 2021
WITH Guyana positioned to become a hub for major investments, the
government is keen on keeping its promise of allowing locals to benefit from the
vast opportunities available here.
Reflective of this commitment is
the fact that 65 per cent of the private investments made this year were from locals.
Speaking during a recent interview
on Globespan, Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Guyana Office for Investment (Go-Invest), Dr. Peter Ramsaroop
said that even as the economy continues
to grow, President Dr. Irfaan Ali, and, by
extension, the government is committed
to having Guyanese benefit from the investment opportunities that are available

locally.
“So, when people think the foreigners are coming in and benefitting, I can
say that 65 per cent of my signatures on
investment opportunities this year
through the Senior Finance Minister, Dr.
Ashni Singh, have been local businesses,” Dr. Ramsaroop said.
“We’ve got another 10-20 per cent
from CARICOM, which we are proud
of, too, and then the rest come from the
rest of the world. But it will change over
time,” he added.
In March 2021, Guyanese-owned
Cardinal Investments Inc. positioned itself to absorb the imminent opportunities
by completing arrangements with Marriott International for the construction of

The Go Invest team with investors at a meeting in Georgetown
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a US$20 million Courtyard by Marriott
Hotel, next to the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA).
The agreement, which was signed
by the company’s owners Roy and
Denise Bassoo, cleared the way for the
construction of the 140-room facility,
which, when completed, will be the second Marriott hotel brand in Guyana.
The six-story hotel will be a oneminute drive from the entrance of the
CJIA, and is expected to accommodate
airline crews and staff, business personnel, diplomats, and other travellers.
The Go-Invest CEO further said
that the government has been implementing systems to provide incentives to
all investors, whether large or small. He
reminded his audience that outlined in
the government’s plans are opportunities
for persons to become investors, and
benefit from opportunities across several
sectors.
“But what I want the smaller, middle-level businesses to know is that there
are incentives no different than what we
would give to large investors; you have
to study the President’s plan, and how he
outlines the initiatives.
“If you look at the first phase, it is
significant infrastructure; the second
phase is you bring energy. And if you
look at, for example, the manufacturing
industry, with cheaper energy coming to
our shores in two-three years, you could
now be able to have textile factories,”
Dr. Ramsaroop reasoned.
In October, Guyanese merchant
bank, Smart City Clearing Company
Limited, facilitated a partnership between Guyanese-based engineering, procurement, and construction firm, Global
Infrastructure Solutions Guyana Inc, and
Undiome Global DWC LLC, an Emirati-owned company, for a US$5 million
investment to develop a 20,000 square
foot manufacturing facility here.
The facility is intended to produce
biaxial voided slab technology in
Guyana.
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Montano family takes a sweet
gamble on chocolate business
The Montano family, one of the
biggest names in the local entertainment
industry, has added a new entity to its
business empire.
Montano’s Chocolate Co Ltd
(MCCL) has opened a chocolate factory
in Arouca, where it now manufactures
its chocolate bars — Machel Montano
60 per cent dark chocolate along with
cocoa butter, cocoa powder and cocoa
nibs.
The chocolate business was
launched in 2014 under the Xtatik banner and branded Montano chocolate, in
which soca superstar Machel Montano
was its brand ambassador and CEO.
The venture into the cocoa industry
and chocolate manufacturing came
when chocolatier Gillian Goddard approached the Montanos with a business
proposal to sell her chocolates at their
store in the airport.
Elizabeth “Lady” Montano, in an
interview with Business Day, said an opportunity presented itself and they purchased the chocolates for Machel
Monday that year, which fell on Valentine’s Day.
“My mind went straying and the
idea of having chocolates for Machel
Monday came about. We turned it into
Happy Nation, because that was the
theme that year for Machel Monday. It
did well, and we decided to make chocolate and put it in our store at the airport.”
Since its launch, Montano chocolate has undergone several packaging
and product changes to reflect its evolving branding concept and suitability for
the various markets it operates in.
“In doing market research we
found that we needed more colour, we
needed to change it, make it more formal. Some years passed again, and we
made another change.
“After more research we found that
the price point was not commercially viable, so we decided to modify the
chocolate bar which is now the Machel
Montano 60 per cent dark chocolate.”
Montano said at the beginning of
their chocolate venture, their bars were
made by Alliance of Rural Communities
(ARC) where Goddard was co-founder
and co-director, and the Trinitario cocoa,
produced by La Reunion Cocoa Estate
in Centeno, was used.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Singer Machel Montano shows off one of the Montano company’s chocolate bars

Although they have their own manufacturing facility, she said they continued to use Trinitario cocoa from La
Reunion because the quality, consistency and taste must be maintained.
The chocolate company has
evolved into a family-owned and operated business run by three generations
— Winston “Monty” Montano and Elizabeth “Lady” Montano, sons Machel
and Marcus along with their wives
Renee and Elisha, and six grandchildren,
Raylon, Nicholas, Meledi, Malaya, Marley and Micha.
Machel remains its brand ambassador and CEO, while Marcus, a captain
pilot with Caribbean Airlines, oversees
the operations of the factory. The remaining family members are involved in
marketing, promotions, logistics, accounting and other duties of the company.
Music and chocolate are just two of
the businesses the family is involved in.
“Monty” also created an eco-friendly
space called Almond Park in Toco, after
his retirement as a geologist in the oilfields in Siparia.

“This is a part of our legacy,” Montano said.
She said in order for the expansion
of the chocolate brand, they needed a facility of their own to meet the export
needs, but it was a lengthy process to get
things in motion and collaborations and
partnerships with ministries, ExportTT,
ARC, the Cocoa Development Company of TT and others were helpful.
“We decided we wanted to do
Montano’s chocolate factory and we
started to work again as a family where
Machel, Marcus and I took the lead.
“Marcus provided the facility and
we had to make financial investments.
Along the way we approached the Ministry of Trade and Industry to assist with
procuring equipment in a 50-50 partnership.”
Montano added their business
model also sought to revitalise the local
cocoa industry, assist farmers, entrepreneurs and create jobs.
“We wanted to become more involved in helping to revitalise the cocoa
industry and we wanted to diversify, and
we wanted to become involved in ex-

porting.
“We decided to expand and to do
this, we took the decision to have our
own factory, get trained, train our staff,
make our chocolates and build on our
capacity.”
Through the Machel Montano
Foundation for Greatness, she pointed
out cocoa producing communities have
been provided with the tools, equipment
and training needed to make their chocolates and successful business.
Adding that the covid19 pandemic
has had negative effects on everyone,
Montano said the foundation has been
assisting where possible as it did in the
past with soft loans to kickstart projects
in rural communities.
“Through Machel’s foundation and
collaboration with various stakeholders,
such as Unicomer and First Citizens’
bank, we able to help some rural cocoa
farmers make their own chocolates and
start their own businesses. We designed
it so that when their businesses flourished and they were able to pay back
their loans, that money would then be
reinvested in another community.”

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Guyana to end 2021 on a high
note with large $$ reserves
ALTHOUGH oil prices have
dipped because of a new COVID-19
variant which was detected in South
Africa, Brent – the benchmark Guyana
uses to sell its crude – still remains over
US$70 per barrel of oil, giving Guyana
an opportunity to end the year with over
US$600 million in its Natural Resource
Fund (NRF).
Revenues reaching close to US$70
million could be earned from the sale of
the country’s final oil lift for this year,
which was completed by the company
producing offshore Guyana, ExxonMobil, a few days ago.
Minister of Natural Resources,
Vickram Bharrat, confirmed on Sunday
that the country received its final lift and
it will soon be exported.
Even amid the fluctuations in market prices caused by the global response
to the new COVID-19 variant, Bharrat
is hopeful that oil prices will hold so that
Guyana could get the best price for its
commodity.
Guyana had earned close to US$80
million from the sale of its penultimate
lift for 2021, taking the total earnings in
the NRF to over US$534 million.
According to the Bank of Guyana’s
monthly report on the NRF, the aggregate
sum
moved
from
US$436,132,855.53 in September to
US$534,016,987.03 in October.
This is as a result of the country
earning G$16,757,920,000 from “profit
oil” and G$3,647,083,000 (approximately US$17 million) in royalties from
ExxonMobil.
Guyana sold its first one million
barrels of crude on February 19, 2020,
raking in nearly US$55 million.
In its second million-barrel sale,
the country received US$35 million, and
another US$46 million as proceeds from
the sale of its third million-barrel of
crude, and US$49.3 million from its
fourth oil lift.

Guyana could end year with over US$600M in NRF

?Further, the country, in March,
earned US$61 million from the sale of
its fifth oil lift, and an additional US$60
million from the sale of its sixth lift, before closing September with close to
US$80 million from its seventh lift.
A report compiled by the InterAmerican Development Bank (IDB)
early this year shows that earnings from
Guyana’s oil and gas sector could reach
US$31 billion (roughly G$6.7 trillion)
by 2035.
Guyana could begin facilitating up
to 50 oil lifts per year at one million barrels per lift, thereby producing 50 mil-

lion barrels of oil annually.
These increased lifts, Minister
Bharrat had indicated, are possible with
the intended arrival and operation of
three additional Floating Production
Storage and Offloading (FPSO) vessels.
Those include the Liza Unity, which is
expected to arrive in November; the
Prosperity FPSO which is currently
under construction; and the Yellowtail
FPSO which is slated to come on stream
by 2026. Further, with crude prices hovering at US$80 a barrel, Guyana would
earn as much as US$4,000,000,000
(GYD$836,902,800,000) each year for

its 50 oil lifts.
“So, when you crunch the numbers, 50 lifts at a million barrels, and
based on the oil price today, if it continues along that trend, you can see or get
an idea of the direct proceeds coming to
Guyana,” Minister Bharrat said in a recent interview with OilNow.
He also reminded that the aforementioned earnings are outside of other
benefits such as royalties, which could
see a mammoth increase in the country’s
overall oil earnings. “We are not even
talking royalties yet,” Minister Bharrat
related.

Call 647-216-2359 for rates
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Major review of JA
consitution in 2022
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Jamaica PM Andrew Holness

store not just dignity in education but
also the outcomes of education.
Additionally, he said the government will also table the full regulations
under the Road Traffic Act to bring effect to the parent legislation which was
passed by the Parliament in 2018 and
thus “begin the much desired process of
bringing order to our roads”.
Holness noted that apart from murders, “the next big complaint is the indiscipline on our roads. That legislation
will carry us one step further to bringing
order to our roads,” he stated.
And the Prime Minister said the
government will also bring the new
MOCA regulations, which he noted, are
part of efforts to strengthen the anti-corruption framework.
The last major review of Jamaica’s
independence Constitution of 1962 came
in 2010 with major amendments to the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
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Jamaica’s Prime Minister, Andrew
Holness has announced that there will be
a comprehensive review of his country’s
Constitution beginning in 2022.
He made the announcement during
his address at the Jamaica Labour Party’s
78th annual conference which was held
virtually from 10 satellite locations due
to the coronavirus pandemic.
In making the case for the review,
the Prime Minister noted that the pandemic has exposed gaps in the law and
these must be rectified.
“I have asked the Minister of Justice and the Attorney-General to advise
me on the process of reviewing the Constitution. We do intend to start next year,
the process for constitutional review and
the necessary reforms that may flow
from that,” Holness said.
In the meantime, he said the government intends to take several bills to
the Parliament, including the Jamaica
Teaching Council Bill, which he said,
has been “bouncing around for 10
years”.
The bill, which will establish professional codes and standards for teachers, will be brought to the Parliament in
early 2022.
According to the Prime Minister,
education “has suffered in the pandemic
and it has also suffered reputational damage and I don’t feel good about that”. He
said the Teaching Council Bill will re-
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Dutch forts to be restored
THE Ministry of Tourism Industry
and Commerce in collaboration with the
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport and
the National Trust of Guyana, will soon
kick start plans for the restoration of the
Dutch forts located on the Essequibo
River.
This was disclosed by Tourism Industry and Commerce Minister, Oneidge
Walrond during a media familiarisation
tour of two of the three forts over the
weekend.
Minister Walrond told reporters that
in the early part of 2022, the ministry will
be collaborating to plan a series of visits
to the historical sites and identify the
works needed to be done to restore them.
“The Minister Charles Ramson and
I, we are going to very early next year
along with National Trust, we are planning visits to all of the forts. We realise
that there is such keen interest in our history,” Minister Walrond said adding: “As
we step out, we already saw the kinds of
restoration works that has to be done and
we are going to be looking at that very
early in the year.”
As is told by the many history
books, the Dutch came to Guyana in
search of the golden city of El Dorado;
however, they found no such city in existence. Despite not finding the gold they
wished, they were not too keen on return-

The remaining structure of Fort Zeelandia located on Fort Island

ing to their mother land empty-handed.
They decided stay and establish settlements and traded in various parts of the
country, mainly in the Essequibo and
Berbice regions.
They began trading with the
Amerindians, Guyana’s first people. As
trading expanded, the first and oldest –
Fort Kyk-Over-Al, was built to protect
Dutch settlements.
FORT KYK-OVER-AL
This fort was constructed in 1613 at

the intersection of the Essequibo, Cuyuni
and Mazaruni rivers.
This fort, many moons ago, served
as the centre for the Dutch administration
of the Essequibo County, but now only
the ruins of a door frame is left standing
overlooking the mighty rivers.
FORT ZEELANDIA
This fort is located at the mouth of
the mighty Essequibo River on Fort Island. The island also houses the Court of
Policy or Dutch Church.

Fort Zeelandia was constructed in
1744 to protect the interests of the Dutch
West India Company from European rivals such as the English and French and
served as a stronghold against internal
forces such as rebellious slaves.
FORT NASSAU
Built in 1627, this fort was the capital of the Dutch colony of Berbice. It
was built with wood and enclosed with
palisades, an irregular rectangular redoubt and a barrack house.

Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc.
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Guyana, France seek to deepen
economic cooperation
SENIOR Minister in the Office of
the President with responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, on Monday met
with a delegation from the French Development Agency (AFD), France’s inclusive public development bank.
According to a release, the meeting
was held at the Ministry of Finance and
the aim was to re-establish and deepen
ties of economic cooperation with
France.
The French delegation comprised
Milena Valbuena, Director of AFD’s
Suriname-Guyana office; Nicolas Brun,
Project Officer in charge of Surinamese
operations and Tahiry Marcel, economist in the geographic department of
AFD’s headquarters in charge of Surinamese operations.
Minister Singh was accompanied
by Tarachand Balgobin, Director in the
Project Cycle Management Division
(PCMD) and Donna Levi, Head of the
Bilateral Division, Ministry of Finance.
The AFD team is in Guyana on a macroeconomic mission slated to conclude on
December 1.
The AFD Group is a French public
institution that implements France’s policy in the areas of development and in-

Dr Ashni Singh and team meeting with the delegation from the French Development Agency on Monday

ternational solidarity. The mission of
AFD is to contribute to the economic,
social, and environmental progress of

low and middle-income countries.
During the meeting, Minister Singh
welcomed the group and both sides dis-

cussed a number of areas for possible future collaboration, the release said.

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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3//

Guyana Gold
Demerara Cane Sugar
S
1 kg
g

Pearrdrax
Sparkling Pear Drink

49

69
each
a

2

Grac
ce
Lima
a Beans

1

Pure
est
Petrroleum Jelly

2//

50
50

39
9
3/

540 ml

170 g

3

3
39

5

each

99
9
9
each
each

99
99

¢

each
e

1

69

1

each
a

29
each
a

Mr. Goudas
Chinese White Rice
R
8 kg
g

Shavuot
Cerasee T
Te
ea
36 g

Lou & Nicky's
Lemon Juice
440 ml

Cedar
Ye
Y
ellow Corn Me
eal
4 lbs

Old Dutch
Liquid Bleach
1.89 L

8

99

1

each

7
79
each

89
89

¢

each
e

1

79

1

each

6
69
each

Big Foot
Cheese Snacks
Re
egular
g
ONL
LY
Y 25 g

Ca
arita
Ch
hicken Soup
50
0g

Tim Horton's
Ho
ot Chocolate
50
00 g

Mr. Goudas
M
All Purpose Flour
8 kg

Windsor Safe-T
T--Salt
Ro
oad Salt
10 kg

$

1

2//

$

1

2//

3

9
99

7

each

99

3

each

99
9
each
each
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Delicious Jamaican Dish
Beest
est Quality
Quaalitty
Easy
Eas
Ea
Easy
syy Cook
Cook Oxtail
Co
O
Oxt
Ox
xta
ttaailil
DON’’T PAY
DON’T
PA
AY
A
Y FFOR
OR FA
FA
FAT
ATT!!
!!

Burned
B
ur
urned
rneed
Goat
Go
oat Head
Heeadd

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh
Beef
B
eef Kidney
Kid
idn
ney

Jamaica
Ja
amaaic
ica
caa's Choice
Chooic
ice
ce
Doouble Smoked
Double
Smooke
ked
ed
CChhrisstma
mas
mas Ham
Haam

Jamaica's
Jamaic
Ja
aama
maaica
icca's CChoice
hooic
ice
ce
Double
Do
ouble Smookeed Tur
uurkey
rke
key
ey

4lb
99
9 $ 99
9lb $349
49
$
$ 99
$
ba
ag
lb
lb

7

Frroze
ozen or
Prev
revious
usly
Frroz
ozen

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Headless
Heead
adle
leess
Bang
Bangam
nga
gam
g
ma
mary
ary Fish
Fissh

9

1

Frozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen
Conc
Co
Conch
ncch Meat
Meeat

FFrozen
Fro
Fr
roz
oze
zeen Fu Y
Ya
ang
Cockt
Co
Cocktail
kta
ta
ail Shrimps
Shrrimp
ps
500 g

Buy 2 Pa
Pay
ay Only
lyy

3

$ 99
lb

5

3
9 13

9lb 9
99

69.95/
69.95/5
5/5 lb Box
ox

99
99

36
3
6
4

Equal

9
9
$ 99
e
each

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh Chicken
Chicckeen
Leg Qu
Leg
Le
Qua
uarters
uarteerrss

Best
B
est For
Fo
or S
Soup
oup
Ha
Hard
ard
d Chic
Chic
icck
keen
ken

9
99
2//

1 kg box
18
ox

wwith
itth purc
purchase
rchasse ooff 2 ccases
asses or mo
more
ore
TThhurs
Thursday
rssdday
ay tto Sunday
S day Only
O lly

Fresh
Fr
resh Sea
Seaf
affo
ood
od Ca
Cat
atche
hes
es
FFrreesh
Fre
Reed Sna
S appers
1//4/44--1//2 lb Siz
ize
ze

Frreesh
Fre
Mut
utttoon Snaappers

Frreesh
Fre
Parr
Pa
rro
root Fissh

6

6

FFro
Fr
rro
om
om

Frreesh Ja
Fresh
Fre
Jamai
ama
aic
ican
ica
ican
Yeellow
Y
e ow Y
Ya
ams
am

Frreesh Ja
Fresh
Fre
amaican
ama
aica
iccan
Sweet
Swe
Sw
weeet Y
Ya
am
mss

Frreesh Attlantic
Fre
Whoole Salmo
moon

99
9
99
$ 9
$
lb as is
lb as is

99
$
$ 99
lb as is
lb as is

6

FFrreesh
Fre
Do
oct
cto
to
or Fissh

6

Fresh
Fre
Fr
reesh B
Buttercup
uttteercu
rccup
Squa
S
qua
ua
ash
as
sh

Frreesh La
Fresh
Fre
Larg
Large
rge
ge
Eddoes
Edd
Ed
ddo
do
oes

69
69

99
99

9lbb 9
99

1

.9
.9
99
9
2
4
Fivve Locationss TToo Serve
Five
Servve You Better

l
lb

lb

3

9
$ 99
lb as is

lb

Specials in Efffe
ect Thu. De
ec. 2nd
until Wed
d. December 8th,, 2021.

Store Hours

Monday-F
y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Store Hours

Monday-F
y Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Store Hours

y riday 9 am to 9 pm
Monday-F
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Su
unday 9 am to 7 pm

Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

Dixie Rd.

Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy
y Road
South
289-298-0
0399

Glidden R
Rd.

Store Hours

Mondayy Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

R u t h e r f o r d R d . S o. u t h

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours

Kenn
K
nedy
y Rd. Soith

Lawrence A
Av
ve. E .

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

Cawtra Rd.

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.
416-439-6397

Markam Rd.

F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W .

M arr t i n G r o v e R d .

Shep
p
ppard
pp
Av
A
ve. W .

Danforth Food Markett
301 Silverstone Dr.

A l b 416-740-98700
i
R

D r.

Da
anforth
Fo
ood Market
3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Silverstone

Keele St.

Although we strive
e for accuracy in both copy & illustrration, unintentional error may occu
urr, we reserve the right to correct an
ny errorr. Specials Available While
hil Q
Quantities
ii L
Last. We reserve the
h right
i ht to limit
li i quantities.
Stafffford Dr
D.
Sheppard Av
ve. E .
F
Finch
Av
A
ve. W.
Bloor St. E.
Stteeles A
Av
ve. W.
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FLOR
RIDA
A
MES
HOM

Real
e Estate,
s , The Best
e of ALL
L Wealth
e !

Buying
or Selling
S lli g?

FREE
E

Propertyy
n
Evaluation
Guaranteed to
o Sell Your Home!

RAMK
KO
REAL
AL
LTY
TY
Y GROUP,
GROUP LL
LC
G.D.
Kalichara
an
LIC. REAL ESTATE BROKER
R

ramkorealty.com
m
Texxt 2244/77:: 4077- 452-4330
Calll:: 40
Ca
07
7-- 979 - 4500
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Swami visits Guyana AG
Guyana Attorney General Mohabir Anil Nandlall is pictured here (r)
with Swami Brahmrishi, who is on a visit to Guyana. Brahmrishi Shri
Kumar Swami Ji , known informally by his followers as Gurudev, is a religious leader from India. He is a scholar of classical Ayurveda, an Indian
system of alternative medicine and is also the founder of the spiritual organization Bhagwan Shree Lakshmi Narayan Dham with some 310 million followers worldwide. He travels to hold interfaith conventions both in
India and abroad. AG Nandlall thanked Equality’s Bhaskar Sharma, also
in the picture at left, for facilitating the visit of the Swami.

1176 Morningside Ave, Unit # 1, Scarborough, ON. M1B 3A4
(Inside A2Z Dry Clean Store) Next to Charlie West Indian food (morningside & sheppard)

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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WPA’s David Hinds called out for
racially insensitive remarks
A COMMENT which is seemingly
inconsistent with the social construct of
Guyana, a pluralist society, has landed
senior Working People’s Alliance (WPA)
member Dr. David Hinds in hot water,
with political scientist, Freddie Kissoon
even questioning whether the issue will
fall under the radar of the Ethnic Relations Commission (ERC) for further
scrutiny.
In a video circulating on Facebook,
Hinds appears to be inciting racial division by calling on a section of the population to undermine another.
The WPA member, who, through
his party, attempts to portray himself as
a vibrant “Guyanese leader”, could be
heard saying: “Undermine the enablers
of the government, the businesses; dem
does come with big truckload… Dem
from Black Bush, but dem come ah Plaisance Market fuh sell; dem ain’t from
here.”
He further extended his call for “the
enablers” of the government to be undermined, saying: “We cannot go to Mon
Repos Market and buy black pudding.”
Black pudding, as said by many
persons, is a delicacy enjoyed by
Guyanese of all walks of life.
This thought, however, reportedly
evaded the mind of Dr. Hinds, as he
sought to use the dish and the sale of it
to support his cause.
The WPA member said: “Me bin ah
Better Hope Market/Mon Repos Market
a couple years ago, and me see a crowd.

Me say eh eh, what a crowd deh… they
say is a lady selling black pudding; me
is a black pudding man, me go up and
say eh eh this black pudding ga fuh
sweet.
“When me go, is not a black lady
selling the black pudding; well, I almost
fall down dead. You left Plaisance, BV,
Buxton fa go Mon Repos Market fuh
buy black pudding.”
Asking the question which many
persons on social media have asked,
Kissoon said: “What is wrong with an
Indian woman selling black pudding?
“When my mother was pregnant
with me, she sold wood for the coal-pot
for a living, and my sister, Gwendolyn,
would cook and sell black pudding next
to her on Bent Street, Wortmanville, a
south Georgetown ward that was 99 per
cent populated by African Guyanese,”
Kissoon related.
He further questioned: “What is
wrong with Black Bush farmers sending
their stuff to Plaisance so that Plaisance
vendors could sell East Coast residents
vegetables, ‘greens’ and fruits at a cheap
price?”
Insinuating that Dr. Hinds’ comments were racially divisive, Kissoon
asked: “Will the Ethnic Relations Commission indict Hinds?”
He added: “The tape is there to be
viewed; it was pure racial incitement.
Hinds lives in the US, but he could still
be indicted, and when he comes to
Guyana, he could be arrested.”

David Hinds

Meanwhile, in responding to accusations of a similar nature, Minister of
Culture, Youth and Sport, Charles Ramson Jr., sought to clear the air on the matter by saying: “The APNU and their

media outlet tried to spin that I said that
there are no role models in the black
community, or that there is a lack of role
models in the Black community. I never
said that. Of course, there are many
Afro-Guyanese role models, and, in this
context, a role model is a law-abiding,
productive member of society who carriers himself or herself in a respectable
way.”
He went on to say that there are
thousands of Afro-Guyanese professionals like doctors, judges, lawyers, engineers, and men and women in the
disciplined and public services, who are
role models.
Referring to his remarks which
sparked the accusations, Ramson said he
was merely expressing how sad it was to
see “Black leaders” attack Statement Investment Inc., a company owned by
three Afro-Guyanese, for winning a contract to build a primary school in Region
10.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects

Inside Projects

* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223
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Don’t let this happen to you!
A low cost ad in Equality News can
change the message in 2021.
Call our ad department today for a
no-obligation quote.
647-216-2359
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
The house resembling the Taj Mahal was built over three years

Shah
Khanreplica
releases
IndianRukh
man builds
Taj
Mahal as
gift to his
‘Laphao’
anthem
forwife
KKR
TheDue
stunning
monument,
famed
A 52-year-old
Indian
businessman
has built
a
After the
famous
“Korbo Lorbo
Jeetbo
to themarble
ongoing
coronavirus
pan-for its
work,
is one
of India's
biggest
scaled-down
replica
of Khan’s
the iconic
Mahal
as a intricate
demic,lattice
IPL 2020
is being
conducted
in UAE
Re,” Shah
Rukh
IPLTaj
team
Kolkata
attractions.
Beforeinthe
it drew as
home for
his wife
of 27
years.has a new fan anthem tourist
Knight
Riders
(KKR)
without
any audience
thepandemic,
stadium. Shah
Rukh
is in UAE
titled Prakash
“Laphao.”
This is the
firsthis
time
that fansmany
as Khan,
70,000however,
people every
day - supporting
a list that has
Anand
Chouksey
built
"monugetting
to see SRKcity
appear
on-screen
after included
his team
Kolkataand
Knight
Riders.
celebrities
dignitaries.
ment ofare
love"
in Burhanpur
in the
central Inhisof
2018
film Zero.
Rukh Khan
said- in
a statement,
“I
Mr Shah
Chouksey's
replica
nestled
deep inside
dian state
Madhya
Pradesh.
have
been
attending
the
matches,
and
I
truly
Composed
and
written
by
Badshah,
the
"It was a gift for my wife but also for the town his sprawling 50-acre property, which includes a
video
features some
miss the
of our
toofania fans.
Since
weof
hospital,
hasenergy
also been
attracting
steady
stream
and its music
people,"
Mr Chouksey
said.great moments
have to show our love to each other thoda
from
the IPL
tournament,
fan reactions
The
house
cost
about 20the
million
rupees visitors.
and
of
course,
Shah
Rukh.
door
se this
year,
a fanclick
anthem
that
People
walk
in we
the created
lawns and
pictures,
(£199,000; $260,000) to build, he said.
The music video sends the message that
captures the emotions of all our fans aptly and
The Taj Mahal is a 17th Century mausoleum he said. "A lot of people have also started to do
this year, KKR requests all their fans to show was even launched by them today. It was
in Agra city. It was built by Mughal emperor Shah their pre-wedding shoots here," Mr Chouksey
great fun to interact with the team today, and
the love for their team with social distancing
Jahan in
in memory
mind. of his queen Mumtaz who died added.
we hope to keep making our fans proud.”
while giving birth to their 14th child.

World Famous Lady M
A superior PSYCHIC
in the MERCHANT FLEA MARKET
(Aisle 7)
• Card and Palm Reading
• Crystal ball READING
• 100% accurate
solves all problems of life
• JUST ONE VISIT & you'll be glad
you did
Come to LADY M
open from 9 am to 9 pm
176 Eglinton Ave, Toronto On. M4P -1A 2

416 480 1482

3160 Eglinton Avenue East (w of Markham Rd)
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Aries (March 21-April
21-April 19)
19)The
Thisplacement
is an excellent
day to
of the Moon
sit
down
with
partners
and
close
friends
to
discuss
practicalitoday creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
ties
future
plans. Note:
It’s because
a wonderful
to life
study;
Youand
want
to dotravel
something
different
youday
want
to
and
it’s
a
particularly
good
day
to
finish
a
paper
or
manuscript.
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
Taurus
(April
20-May
20) Discussions about shared
partners
and close
friends
are solid.
property,
debt,
taxes,
inheritances
and insurance
will
Taurus (April 20-May 20) This
is a good matters
day to deal
be
productive
today
because
people
are
in
a
practical
frame
of
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
mind.
They
want
to
get
the
job
done,
and
they
want
things
to
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
be
done
correctly.
Simple
Simon.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
Gemini (May 21-June 20) Today you will have a pracan ex-partner or an old friend from your past.
tical, serious discussion. This is a good idea! Make a point of
(Maysomeone
21-Juneto20)
Because
is opposittingGemini
down with
make
plans the
at aMoon
concrete
level
site
your
sign
today,
you
might
have
to
go
more
than
halfway
and figure out ways to execute them in a realistic way.
Listen
when
dealingofwith
others, which could require extra cooperto
the advice
experience.
ationCancer
and accommodation
no biggie.
involvement
with
(June 21-July– 22)
Today Your
you find
it easy to work
a competitive
positive.
and
get things group
done! will
Yourbemind
is focused, and you’re moti(June 21-July
is a productive
day
for
vatedCancer
to accomplish
as much22)
as This
possible.
Discussions
about
you. Make
a To related
Do list to
andteeth,
get busy!
boss,
parent
orbe
somehealth
(perhaps
bonesAand
joints)
will
proone in authority
might
your
ductive.
You might
alsodirect
address
petactivity
issues. or vice versa, you
mightLeo
be (July
in charge
and you’re
others
what
23-Aug.
22) If telling
you work
in the
artstoordo.
the entertainment
world,
this
is
an
excellent
day
to
study
with
a masLeo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females
are
ter
or
a
teacher.
It’s
the
perfect
day
to
practice
so
that
you
can
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
hone
your
technique
because
you
have
the
dedication,
patience
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
and
motivation
to do this.
might
feel protective
and nurturing to someone? Short trips
Virgo
(Aug.
23-Sept.
22)world
A parent
family memand a chance to expand
your
will or
beolder
exciting.
ber might
have
excellent
advice
for
you
today.
certainly
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day (It
to take
care
never
hurts
to
listen,
and
it’s
always
courteous
and
respectful.)
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
This
a good
day to issues.
discuss It’s
home
repairs
or how to
fixtosometaxesisand
insurance
also
an excellent
day
buy
thing
and
make
your
home
routine
run
more
smoothly.
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) You can plan and create schedprefer to cocoon at home today.
ules today. This is not the day to relax and kick back and have
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
a good time. Au contraire! Talk to others to learn ways of doing
energetic
andhave
intense
today. You
feel strong
with
the Sun
in
things so you
the practical
knowledge
to set
things
in moyour
sign
plus,
you’re
keen
to
enlighten
others
about
your
tion. Listen to the advice of someone older or more experipoint of view because the Moon is in your House of Commuenced.
nications.
Today
your
discussions
opengreat
and headway
down to
Scorpio
(Oct.
23-Nov.
21) Youwill
willbemake
earth.
in
financial matters today because you’re in a sensible, practiScorpio
(Oct.You
23-Nov.
matters
interest
cal frame
of mind.
might21)
seeFinancial
ways to cut
costs.will
You
might
you today.
In fact,for
youyourself.
might attract
money
you or
some
establish
a budget
You might
seetobetter
ways
to
kindyour
of financial
advantage.
couldof
relate
matters
use
resources
and makeThis
the most
whattoyou
have.from
the past
that you’re
trying
to wrap
or something
is
Sagittarius
(Nov.
22-Dec.
21) up,
Today
even if youthat
don’t
work,
you
will
spend
time
reflecting
about
serious
matters
beback on your plate again?
causeSagittarius
you’re in a (Nov.
serious22-Dec.
frame of
Take
of
21)mind.
Today
theadvantage
Moon is in
this
energy
while
it
lasts
so
that
you
can
get
as
much
done
as
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
possible.
(A
disciplined
mind
is
a
shame
to
waste.)
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
Capricorn
(Dec.
22-Jan.
19) Your
to do
research
However,
you will
be more
emotional
or efforts
excitable
than
usual.
or
study
history
or
get
information
from
the
past
will
You also might feel more protective about someone. produce
excellent
results (Dec.
today.22-Jan.
For starters,
you’re in
rightisframe
Capricorn
19) Because
thethe
Moon
hidof
mind.
You’re
serious.
You
won’t
overlook
details.
Your
apden in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
proach
to
everything
will
be
analytical
and
logical.
Bravo!
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with someone
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
older and perhaps more experienced will be beneficial for you
friends are back in your world again.
today. Even if this is not your first rodeo, there’s always someAquarius
18) Awho
discussion
with
a female
one who
knows(Jan.
more20-Feb.
or someone
has some
helpful
tips
acquaintance
or
friend
might
be
important
to
you
today.
This
you can use. Be open to hearing whatever comes your way.
person
might
help19-March
you sort out
better
define bosses,
some future
Pisces
(Feb.
20) or
Talk
to parents,
VIPs
goalsthe
that
you have
mind.
and
police
to getinthe
results you want today. People will
19-March
20)will
Personal
listenPisces
to you;(Feb.
and vice
versa, you
listen details
to them.about
Seekyour
their
privatebecause
life seem
to will
be public
areconcerning
talking about
advice
you
benefittoday.
fromPeople
guidance
the
you orworld.
something related to your personal life. Be aware of
larger
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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Guyana Appeal Court to rule on
jurisdiction in election petition
On December 21, 2021, Guyana’s
Court of Appeal (CoA) is expected to
rule as to whether or not the Full Court
of the High Court has jurisdiction to hear
the election petition case.
Yesterday the matter continued virtually and the judges that presided over
the matter are Chancellor of the Judiciary (Ag), Yonette Cummings-Edwards,
and Justices Dawn Gregory, and Rishi
Persaud.
The issue regarding the Full Court’s
jurisdiction to preside over the election
petition case was raised in a previous
hearing. This resulted in the matter being
adjourned to facilitate the lawyers laying
over submissions in relation to the aforementioned.
On October 26, last, Attorney General (AG) and Minister of Legal Affairs,
Anil Nandlall, SC, and Trinidadian Senior Counsel Douglas Mendes, had suggested to the Appellate Court judges that
they set a date for the ruling on the election petition mitigation.
During that hearing, Mendes indicated that he had no further submissions
to be made in the matter, and the AG also
disclosed that that hearing would be his
last participation in the hearing of this
matter. The AG had also put on record
that he disagrees that the Full Court has
the jurisdiction to hear the election mitigation and outlined reasons for his opinion.
According to reports, the first election petition #99 challenging the outcome of the March 2, 2020 elections was

The Guyana Court of Appeal

dismissed by Chief Justice (Ag) Roxane
George-Wiltshire, SC, on January 18,
last, while the remaining election petition #88 was thrown out on April 26,
2021, by the same judge. As such, both
matters were appealed by Monica
Thomas and Brenan Nurse, who on behalf of the A Partnership for Nation
Unity + Alliance For Change
(APNU+AFC) Coalition are seeking to

challenge the validity of the March 02,
2020, national elections.
Yesterday, in his address to the
court, Mendes pointed out that Opposition Member of Parliament (MP) and attorney-at-law Roysdale Forde, argued in
his submissions on the jurisdiction of the
Appellate Court instead of the jurisdiction of the Full Court.
Mendes then stated that he has

nothing further to submit to the court,
before asking the court to disregard the
submissions made by the Opposition
MP.
As such, December 21 was set for
ruling on the issue of jurisdiction. It
should be noted that the substantive appeal for the matter has not been heard, as
yet.

Guyana gov’t admits ﬁsh catch declining
Months after fishermen have been
complaining about low catch and other
ills in the industry, Agriculture Minister
Zulfikar Mustapha on Wednesday admitted that there has been a noticeable
decline in catches over the years and
that the government was in full support
of having the necessary analyses done
to determine the root cause of the issue.
Mustapha on Wednesday met with
stakeholders from the fisheries sector to
discuss some of the issues faced and
how government can assist with resolving those issues.
During the meeting, fishermen
raised concerns about the low catches
they are currently experiencing and how
it has affected their ability to provide for
their families. According to a Ministry
of Agriculture release, after listening to
the fishermen, Mustapha concluded
that, “indeed, there has been a noticeable decline in catches over the years
and that the government was in full support of having the necessary analyses
done to determine the root cause of the
issue.”
He added: “Let me make it clear,

this government will not let the fisheries
industry die. We agree that there have
been low catches but we have to shy
away from making assumptions without
proper first conducting a proper analysis. Guyana is not the only country that
is being affected by low catches. This is
a global phenomenon and the factors
will vary from country to country.”
Mustapha told the fishers that the
reason behind low catches in one country may not be the reasons behind low
catches in another. He said a number of
factors can be causing the low catches
and, as a government, “we are prepared
to work with you to do the work so that
we can have a solution to this issue,”
Minister Mustapha said.
Minister Mustapha informed the
fishermen that the government has since
engaged the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the United Nations’
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) to assist with conducting an
analysis to determine the reason behind
the low catches. He also told the fisher
folk that a collective effort between the
government and players in the fisheries

sector is needed to address the issue of
low catches in Guyana. The FAO, which
focuses on issues relating to food,
around the world has assisted governments with conducting similar analyses
in other countries.
Fishermen in Guyana are reporting
a rapid decline in catch, and predicting
that they may very well be out of jobs
in the next five years even as they attributed this to ExxonMobil’s operations
offshore.
A key report from the American
multinational has warned that there will
be significant impact on the nation’s
marine resources, due to the cumulative
impact of those oil related activities.
This disclosure was made in the project
documents for the Yellowtail development in the Stabroek Block, operated by
ExxonMobil’s subsidiary, Esso Exploration and Production Guyana Limited
(EEPGL).
The report, which formed the
premise for the recently concluded
countrywide consultations on the Yellowtail development, noted that there
are several exploration and development

activities planned or are already in operation by EEPGL. These include the
US$3.5B Liza Phase I Development,
the US$6B Liza Phase II Development,
and the US$9B Payara Development
projects.
EEPGL said, it is continuing with
a rapid exploration and drilling programme in the Stabroek Block alongside works on its fiber optic cable
installation project, an onshore Guyana
Office Campus, and the US$900M Gas
to Energy Project. It is also poised to
drill 24 wells across the Kaieteur and
Canje blocks, which border the
Stabroek concession.
It said too that the oil related activities will result in changes in marine nutrient cycle, resulting in localized and
temporary changes in phytoplankton (a
type of microalgae) species distribution,
and impacts on gene flow.
In spite of the foregoing, EEPGL
said citizens and local authorities ought
to be assured that the project will adopt
a number of embedded controls, mitigation measures, and management plans.
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Over 24,000 Venezuelan refugees
now calling Guyana home
The escalating refugee crisis in
Guyana involving people fleeing
poverty-stricken conditions in neighbouring Venezuela, making their way
into Guyana—sometime having to still
live in poor conditions, has been flagged
by the United Nations as concerning.
At least this is according to the UN
Refugee Agency (UNHCR), which in
highlighting the growing crisis in
Guyana pointed to the recent revelation
of scores of indigenous Warrau families
from Venezuela, living in malnourished
and unhygienic conditions at Anabisi in
the Port Kaituma locale.
UNHCR‘s Multi-Country Office
Representative in Panama, speaking to
journalists in Geneva on Friday last,
called for more humanitarian presence
and support from the international community.
According to the UN spokesperson,
an estimated 24,500 refugees and migrants from Venezuela are living in
Guyana, including some 2,500 indigenous Warao. “One meal a day, no shelter,
and no drinking water are only some of
the difficult living conditions that indigenous Warao families from Venezuela are
facing in remote locations across
Guyana,” UNHCR said.
According to the report, some of
the refugees have settled in hard-toreach areas near the Venezuelan border

Some of the Venezuelan refugees that were found at Anabisi, Port Kaituma, Region One

and others in or around the towns of
Mabaruma and Port Kaituma.
Since early 2020, the UN observed
that some 250 Warraus have found
refuge in Anabisi in northern Guyana
with more than half of this group being
children. According to UNHCR, these
communities have limited access to services and the delivery of aid is impeded
by remoteness, lack of transport infrastructure and distance.

Assessments conducted in October
and November show mounting needs,
aggravated by the economic downturn
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Last week, UNHCR said it received
reports that at least one of the children
found in the Anabisi community died
and several others were hospitalised, reportedly due to malnutrition and diseases
related to poor sanitation conditions.
Some have been discharged since.

Last week local health authorities
had to treat about 50 Venezuelan children who were found suffering from diarrhoea, skin rashes and other infections
at Anabisi, Port Kaituma, Region One.
The intervention came following
reports that a group of Amerindian migrants, including children, were found in
poor health and some severely malnourished at Anabisi.

CRIME & COURTS

Woman not guilty in rape of minor
A woman, who found herself before the Sexual Offences Court for allegedly facilitating the rape of a minor,
has been found not guilty of the charge.
Sherry Ann Bashier was acquitted
of the charge after she faced a trial before the judge and jury at the Suddie
High Court in Essequibo. According to
the indictment, which was presented by
State Counsel Tiffany Lyken, Bashier
between November 11 and 12, 2015
caused a 15-year-old girl to engage in
sexual penetration with a third party,
namely Nazim Paul.
Bashier had pleaded not guilty to
the charge before Justice Priya Sewnarine-Beharry. According to the facts of
the matter, the accused had accompanied a friend to the Charity Public Road
to look for decorative lights since it was
Diwali.
According to the facts of the matter, while at the Public Road, Bashier,
then 20 years old, met with another female friend and later they met her
nephew (Nazim). It was revealed that

the friends met with the 15-year-old
and they all visited a bar.
Afterwards the friends took the
teen to hang out at a house. It was reported that while at the house, the teen
was raped. The victim reportedly told
police that she was encouraged by the
adults to go to a house where they were
drinking. She said that she too was offered something to drink and she took
it.
Shortly after, the girl reported she
felt numb and fell to the floor. The victim was then led by Bashier into a bedroom while Nazim took off the teen’s
clothing.
The victim contended that the
woman held her down as the man raped
her. The victim claimed that after the
incident, the matter was reported to the
Charity Police Station but no action
was taken since this is where the perpetrator’s aunt worked.
After finding that there was no
progress, the matter was taken to the
Eve Leary Police Station where a report

was lodged at the Criminal Investigation Department (CID).
And on May, 29, 2017, Bashier
was contacted by a female special constable who told her of the allegation,
cautioned her and she agreed to give a
statement with regard to the matter.

Man facing trial in
murder of brotherin-law
Twenty-three-year-old
Martin
Blair was on Monday committed to
stand trial in the Demerara High Court
for the murder of his brother-in-law,
Daniel Boutrin, 23, of Lot 157 Guyhoc
Park, Georgetown.
Blair, a mason of ‘D’ Field,
Sophia, made his first court appearance
back in March of this year. He appeared
in the Sparendaam Magistrate’s Court
before Magistrate Rochelle Liverpool.
He was not required to plead to the
indictable charge which alleges that between March 13, 2021 and March 15,
2021 at ‘D’ Field, Sophia, he killed his

brother-in-law.
Following the conclusion of the
preliminary inquiry (PI) into the matter,
Magistrate Liverpool ruled that sufficient evidence was produced to the
court for the defendant to be committed
to stand trial at the next practicable sitting of the Demerara Criminal assizes.According to the facts of the
charge, during the latter part of 2020,
Boutrin reportedly borrowed a bicycle
from Blair, but he lost the bicycle.
On March 13, 2021, around
08:30hrs, Boutrin was at his in-law’s
home when he became involved in an
argument with Blair over the bicycle.
Sometime after the argument, as
Boutrin was about to enter a taxi, his
brother-in-law, who was armed with the
knife, confronted him and fired several
stabs at him. Boutrin was still armed
with the cutlass and in return, he fired
several chops at his brother-in-law, but
missed. The injured Boutrin managed
to run for some distance before he collapsed.
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Prison ofﬁcer gunned down in
front of three year old daughter
For the second time in three days,
a prison officer was killed in Trinidad
and Tobago.
On Monday afternoon, Prison Officer, Nigel Jones, who was assigned to
the Wayne Jackson building at the Maximum Security Prison at Golden Grove,
Arouca, was shot dead in Siparia.
The killing was captured on CCTV
Cameras set up in the area.
At 1:30pm Monday, Jones and his
three-year-old daughter were standing
on High Street near the Fyzabad taxi
stand when a silver Mazda 323 motor
vehicle pulled up alongside him.
At the time, he was holding the
hand of his three-year-old daughter.
An occupant of the car opened fire
on Jones as the vehicle pulled up next to
him.
Jones was shot to the head and fell
to the ground.
Thankfully, the toddler was not injured.

However, she witnessed the incident and could be seen frantically running away from her father, trying to
make sense of what she witnessed.
She ran into a car park where she
was held by someone who attempted to
comfort her.
Persons notified the police and officers of the Siparia CID and the SouthWestern Division Task Force responded.
However, the suspects made good
their escape.
Commissioner of Prisons Dennis
Pulchan, speaking with the media yesterday, condemned the incident.
“First allow me to extend my condolences to the friends and family of Mr
Jones. His death has hit our institution
very hard, especially following last
week’s killing with Mr Serrette. I’m not
comfortable that my officers are falling.
At the end of the day a prison officer is
there to do a job. He’s not there to fight
anyone. He’s there to maintain security.

Nigel Jones — shot dead

It’s his job. There are criminal elements
in the prison walls who take this differently, and seriously and go against them
for just doing their jobs. And this is un-

acceptable.
“This is an attack on the country, on
law enforcement. This is not a prison
issue, it’s a National Security. The
Trinidad and Tobago Prison Service is a
member of the National Security landscape and everything that can be done is
going to be done to bring an end to these
attacks and find those responsible. Being
a prison officer is one of the most highrisk jobs in the country right now and I
am urging all officers to be on the alert
and to be cautious. There are cold
blooded killers out there, who want to do
harm to prison officers for doing their
jobs,” Pulchan said.
On Friday, Prisons Officer II,
Trevor Serrette, of Valencia was gunned
down at a fruit stall near his home.
Serrette, a member of the Prison
Service for over 26 years, was also last
assigned to the Wayne Jackson Building,
Maximum Security Prison.

61 Covid patients in ICU in Trinidad
Sixty-one critically ill Covid-19
patients are currently in the intensive
care units of Trinidad and Tobago’s
parallel healthcare system.
And 21 who are too unstable to be
moved to hospitals are receiving ICU
care at accident and emergency departments in the traditional healthcare system.
This was disclosed on Monday by
Dr Maryam Abdool-Richards, Principal
Medical Officer of Health responsible
for institutions, at the Ministry of
Health Covid-19 virtual news conference.
She outlined that four out of five
ICU beds in Tobago were filled yesterday morning, 20 out of 28 beds were
occupied at Couva Hospital, 15 out of
16 at Arima General Hospital and four
out of six beds at St James Medical
Complex were filled.
She said all 12 beds at Augustus
Long Hospital in Pointe-a-Pierre and
all six at the Point Fortin Hospital were
occupied.
Of the 57 ICU patients in
Trinidad, 47 were not fully vaccinated.
All four ICU patients in Tobago
were not fully vaccinated, AbdoolRichards said.
Abdool-Richards said T&T’s
overall hospital occupancy stood at 70
per cent.
Further breaking down the rate,
she said 73 per cent of beds in the parallel healthcare system in Trinidad
were occupied while 47 per cent were
occupied in Tobago.
“I just like to reiterate that the 75

Patients stacked along the corridors of the San Fernando General Hospital

per cent marker is what we look at as a
critical threshold and it demonstrates
that we continue to see increasing numbers of severely and critically ill persons presenting into the accident and
emergency (A&E) units,” she said.
She indicated that 90 Covid-19
patients were receiving care in the

A&E departments of the traditional
RHAs, 21 of whom required ICU care.
She said none of the 21 patients
were fully vaccinated.
She noted that about 72 additional
ICU beds can be opened up for critical
ill Covvid-19 patients if needed.
“Based on the demand, we do up-

scale beds. So some beds are actually
HDU (high dependency level) but can,
as a contingency, be upscaled to an
ICU level bed,” Abdool-Richards
added.
She said four HDU-level beds at
Caura Hospital can be upscaled to ICU
beds.
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Rihanna named Barbadian hero
as island becomes Republic
Barbadian global superstar Robyn
Rihanna Fenty will be Barbados’ next
national hero.
At the installation ceremony of Her
Excellency the Most Honorable Dame
Sandra Mason, President of Barbados,
and the declaration of Barbados as a republic on Monday, Prime Minister Mia
Amor Mottley announced that “the girl
from Westbury” who used to "catch ZR
to Combermere School” and climbed to
the pinnacle of fame from Pon de Replay in 2005, would have the honour
conferred Tuesday at the national honours ceremony.
Rihanna, who was named a Cultural Ambassador back in 2017, is the
second living national hero presently
and the second woman to carry this title
ever. The first female national hero s
Sarah Ann Gill.
Now a billion-dollar household
name in fashion with Savage x Fenty
and Fenty and a mogul in the makeup
industry with FentyBeauty, Rihanna
now at 33 years will add another accolade.
Following the announcement by
Prime Minister Mottley, screams and
cheers echoed throughout the capital as
all Barbadians and visitors expressed
excitement and pride at Barbados’ latest

national hero.
“With her creativity, her discipline,
and above all else her extraordinary
commitment to the land of her birth pursuant to clause (b) of the Schedule [in
the Order of National Heroes Act] and
having satisfied that Ambassador Robyn
Rihanna Fenty has given service to Barbados which has been exemplified by
visionary and pioneering leadership, extraordinary achievement and the attainment of the highest excellence that is
redounded to the honour of Barbados, I,
my government has the distinct honour
of recommending to the president who
has kindly and graciously accepted that
Ambassador Robyn Rihanna Fenty tomorrow morning [November 30] shall
have conferred upon her the order of national hero.”
Mottley said that Barbadians were
asked to make recommendations for the
next national heroes to be added to the
original 10 and Rihanna's announcement is simply being made ahead of the
tallies and sifting through of the many
responses to select others. Suggestions
were sought last year, when the statue of
Lord Admiral Nelson was removed
from Heroes Square, and the prime minister assured the other responses will be
considered.

Rihanna at the ceremony declaring Barbados as a Republic

Barbados says goodbye to Queen
Barbados has officially removed
Queen Elizabeth II as its head of state
and become the world's newest republic.
In an overnight ceremony in the
capital on Monday, Bridgetown, Dame
Sandra Mason was sworn in as president.
The Prince of Wales and Barbadian
singer Rihanna attended the event, which
coincided with the country's 55th anniversary of independence.
In a speech, Prince Charles acknowledged the "appalling atrocity of
slavery" the Caribbean island suffered.
The new era for Barbados ends
Britain's centuries of influence, including
more than 200 years when the island was
a hub for the transatlantic slave trade.
To signify the official change of
power, a final salute was made to the
British monarchy and the Royal Standard
flag was lowered and replaced.
Speaking as the guest of honour at
the event, Prince Charles reiterated the
continuing ties between the two nations
despite the constitutional status change.
He described the moment as a new
beginning before being awarded the
prestigious Order of Freedom of Barbados by the new president.
The Queen sent the country her
"warmest good wishes" for "happiness,
peace and prosperity in the future" and
said the nation holds a "special place" in

Prince Vharles was on hand to witness the transformation of Barbados to a Republic on Monday

her heart.
Dame Sandra Mason, 72, the island's governor-general since 2018, was
named as president-elect of the nation
following a vote in parliament last
month. She now replaces the Queen as
the head of state.
"Vessel Republic Barbados has set
sail on her maiden voyage. May she
weather all storms and land our country
and citizens safely on the horizons and
shores which are ahead of us," she said
after being sworn in.

Barbados announced its plan to become a republic last year, but it will remain within the Commonwealth.
Formerly known as the British
Commonwealth, the Commonwealth of
Nations is a loose association of former
British colonies and current dependencies, along with some countries that have
no historical ties to Britain.
Leading national figures, including
Prime Minister Mia Mottley, swore allegiance to Barbados in front of the new
president at the ceremony, which lasted

for several hours.
She later announced that pop star
Rihanna would be named a national hero
by President Mason. The artist and businesswoman, whose full name is Robyn
Rihanna Fenty, was previously named an
ambassador by her home country in
2018.
"May you continue to shine like a
diamond and bring honour to your nation," Ms Mottley said, in reference to
one of Rihanna's songs.
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Kingston under strict curfew
after outbreak of violence
A 48-hour curfew has been imposed
in sections of Zimbabwe, Mexico and
Angola communities in the Kingston
Western Division commencing 6:00 pm,
on Monday, November 29.
The boundaries of the curfew are as
follows:
North:
Along 10th Street
from the intersection with Greenwich
Street onto 9th Street to the intersection
with Collie Smith Drive;
East:
Along Collie Smith
Drive from the intersection with 9th
Street to the intersection with 7th Street;
South:
Along 7th Street from
the intersection with Collie Smith Drive
to the Trench Town Primary School
perimeter wall;
West:
Along an imaginary
line from the Trench Town Primary
School perimeter wall to the intersection
with Greenwich Street and 10th Street.
During the hours of the curfew, all
persons within the boundaries of the curfew are required to remain within their
premises unless otherwise authorized in
writing by the ground commander.
In another development, investigators assigned to the Kingston Western
Police Division have listed several men
as persons of interest as they believe
these men can assist them in ongoing investigations in the division.

The men are being urged to turn
themselves in at the Denham Town police by 6:00 pm, Tuesday, November 30.
The Denham Town Police are asking anyone who can help them locate any
of the individuals listed, to contact them.
And in another development in the
division, Mayor of Kingston, Delroy
Williams, is once again warning residents of Shooters Hill in St Andrew to
desist from constructing buildings,
which goes against the orders of the
Kingston and St Andrew Municipal Corporation (KSAMC).
Some residents of Shooters Hill
have started reconstruction work on
premises that were damaged during
flood rains, which caused major landslides in October last year when 42-yearold Romeo Leechman and his
15-year-old daughter were killed.
The house the pair were living in
collapsed under a major landslide.
According to Williams, who was
speaking during a recent tour of the
neighbouring Habour Heights community, members of the KSAMC are not
aware that the residents of Shooters Hill
have started construction on their damaged property.
He said the engineering department
will make the necessary checks.
Heavy police presence in Kingston, Jamaica

Holness: Current COP doing a great job
Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew
Holness has insisted that the present Jamaica Labour Party Administration has
done more than any other Government
to build the country’s national security
architecture.
“And that is why you’re seeing
gangs being brought before the courts,”
he said.
Holness made the remarks on Sunday as he addressed the 78th annual conference of the governing party from the
National Indoor Sports Centre in St Andrew.
“So you hear them say, ‘Yuh [the
police] need more intelligence and yuh
need to do more investigation, ‘duh…”
said Holness in a swipe at the Opposition People’s National Party [PNP],
which has repeatedly said the intelligence-gathering capacity of the Jamaica
Constabulary Force (JCF) should be
strengthened for it to better solve major
crimes, in particular murders.
But Holness believes the JCF is
doing well on this front.
“When have you ever seen so many
gangs being brought before our courts to
face justice?” he asked, insisting that the
police force is breaking the backs of
gangs in intelligence-driven operations.

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness

He also lauded the under-pressure
Commissioner of Police, Major General
Antony Anderson, who he recently said

has been doing a very good job managing the country’s crime problem.
The prime minister told the JLP

conference that Anderson, the former
army chief, “has assembled a very impressive investigative capacity in our police”.
“And they have brought to the
courts, gangs which we could have dismantled 10 years ago if we had the willing cooperation of the Opposition,” he
remarked.
The reference to 10 years ago
speaks to 2010 when the PNP refused to
support an extension of the state of
emergency that was imposed by the JLP
Administration of then Prime Minister
Bruce Golding in the parishes of
Kingston and St Andrew, and St Catherine. This was at the height of the West
Kingston operation in search of the
country's then most wanted fugitive,
Christopher ‘Dudus’ Coke, and which
was credited for keeping the murder rate
relatively low up to 2014.
Holness has argued that the gangs
were on the run then, and the JCF was
able to resort to regular policing for several years. With the PNP last Thursday
refusing to support the extension of the
latest SOE imposed by the JLP on November 14, thus making it short-lived,
Holness said: “We’re back to square one
again”.
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West Indies women begin ICC
World Cup qualifying campaign
THE West Indies women’s cricket
team have left Zimbabwe and are on
their way back to the Caribbean. The
detection of a new variant of covid19
called omicron in southern Africa last
week virus brought an abrupt end to the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
Women’s World Cup qualifiers, on Saturday.
As a result, West Indies qualified
for the 2022 Women’s Cricket World
Cup in New Zealand which will be
played from March 4 to April 3.
The qualifiers would have decided
the final three spots for the world cup.
Bangladesh and Pakistan will join
West Indies as the other teams to qualify
for the world cup.
A Cricket West Indies (CWI)
media release on Saturday said, “The
ICC indicated that with the emergence
of the latest covid19 variant in South
Africa and the introduction of travel restrictions from a number of African
countries, including the host country
Zimbabwe, it has reluctantly decided to
call off the event.”
CWI CEO Johnny Grave told
Newsday via WhatsApp at 1.14 pm TT
time on Monday that the West Indies
players have left Zimbabwe. “They
have just landed on Oman,” Grave said.
Asked when they are expected to
arrive in the Caribbean, Grave said,
“Not sure yet…first priority was to (get)
them safely out of Africa.”
West Indies were scheduled to play
Sri Lanka on Saturday, but the latter had
a member of their support staff test pos-

WI women celebrate after a win at the Women’s World Cup qualifiers

itive for covid19 and the match was
abandoned. Prior to that six Sri Lankan

players tested positive for covid19. The
Covid-19 variant that emerged in South

Africa was named after the 15th letter
of the Greek alphabet.

Estwick to WI bowlers: remain disciplined
WEST INDIES bowling coach
Roddy Estwick is urging the WI bowling attack to remain disciplined and patient, entering the second day of the
second and final Test against Sri Lanka
at the Galle International Stadium,
Galle on Tuesday.
On a rain-hit opening day on Monday, Sri Lanka closed on 113/1 with
Pathum Nissanka unbeaten on 61, while
his opening partner and captain Dimuth
Karunaratne made 42. Off-spinner Roston Chase is the lone wicket-taker for
the West Indies.
During a post-day interview on the
Cricket West Indies' social media channels, Estwick said, "We've got to contain (the batsmen), we've got to make
sure that we get our field placings right.
We've got to be disciplined on this
pitch, even though it's spinning slowly."
The former Barbados fast bowler
continued, "We've got to make sure that
our planning is spot-on. We've got to be
patient on these kinds of wickets. We've
got to keep restricting them, because
there are wicket-taking balls around the
corner."
The West Indies made two

Roddy Estwick

changes from the squad which was
beaten by 187 runs in the first Test last
week, with Kemar Roach replacing fellow fast bowler Shannon Gabriel and
left-arm spinner Veerasammy Permaul

included at the expense of off-spinner
Rahkeem Cornwall.
This was the 32-year-old Permaul's first Test match since 2015,
against Australia, at Sabina Park in Jamaica. With the WI selectors retaining
Jomel Warrican in the starting XI, this
was also the first time that the Windies
had fielded two specialist left-arm spinners in a Test since April 1973, when
the Trinidad pair of Raphick Jumadeen
and Inshan Ali played against Australia
at the Queen's Park Oval, St Clair.
"When you look at the Sri Lanka
batting line-up, they're packed with
right-handers," said Estwick. "We
found that, with Roston already bowling off-spin, it would be wiser to go
with two left-arm spinners.
"I thought Jomel Warrican, in the
few overs he bowled, looked threatening. Permaul, coming back from being
out of Test cricket for a while, I thought
he looked good initially, but a change
of field meant he went a little bit wide.
He needed to be on the stumps a little
bit more."
Asked what Permaul offers that is
different from Cornwall, Estwick

replied, "Spinning (the ball) away from
the bat. With the (number) of right-handers in the Sri Lanka batting line-up, we
felt it would have been wiser to go with
a bowler spinning away from the bat.
The decision was based on that.
"We're looking to win this Test
match and we're looking at the best
combination possible."
About the bowling performance
on Monday, Estwick said, "I thought it
was good. We could have been better,
too many boundary balls, but I thought
Kemar and Jason (Holder), bowling 13
overs on the trot, they went past the bat
quite a lot."
Karunaratne made scores of 147
and 83 in the first Test. Estwick pointed
out, "Their captain is in good form. I
think we stuck to our plans well. We
wanted to take the stumps out of the
equation and make him hit the ball
through the off-side. I think we
achieved that.
"We could have gotten one or two
more wickets but that's how cricket
goes. We'll come tomorrow, we'll work
hard, we'll keep reviewing our plans
and trying to execute them."
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New shipment
just in time for
Christmas
The NEW breed of
WORLD CLASS
harmoniums
"BHASKAR"
Only $1599.00 each. Check it out.
Call Bhaskar 647 216 2359
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
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enthusiastic style of doing business and our
knowledge of the real estate market.

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Let us teach
you how to
make money
in real estate
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