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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.
CHRISTMAS CHEER: MORE than 500 children on the island of Wakenaam are beaming with joy after Guyana First Lady, Arya Ali partnered with
the Give Another Chance Foundation on Saturday to distribute toys to them
and light up a 12-foot Christmas tree. The visit on Saturday marked Mrs Ali’s
second appearance on the island since becoming First Lady. She had visited
earlier in the year to distribute hampers to approximately 100 senior citizens.
But on Saturday, it was about the children for Mrs Ali, a release from the Office of the First Lady said. “The Christmas season brings a kind of joy that
we cannot adequately describe and since this has been a difficult year for most
of us, including our children, it was important for me to bring hope and joy to
them,” the First Lady shared.

NO FOREIGNERS DISGUISED AS GUYANESE: Guyana Attorney
General Anil Nandlall has said that the government’s Local Content Bill is “fundamental to nationhood and to the interest of every single Guyanese.” The Bill seeks
to protect indigenous Guyanese businesses operating in the country from others that
might be registered in Guyana but are not owned by Guyanese, to prevent foreigners from disgusing themselves as locals to procure contracts, especially in the oil
and gas sector. The Bill is still to be debated in the National Assembly.
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INVESTMENT PROJECTS
Value Added Products of Timber
•

Logs •

Sawnwood

•

•

Splitwood - (paling staves and •
shingles)

Roundwood - (piles, poles, post, spars)
Fuel Wood - (charcoal, firewood)

Value Added Products

Non-Timber Products

•

•

Wattles

•

Manicole Palm

•

Mangrove
Bark

•

Latex
(Balata)

•

Kufa

•

Nibbi

Furniture - (hardwood
and wicker)

•

Plywood and veneers

•

Mouldings

•

Doors

•

Parquet

•

Floor tiles

•

Dimensional lumber

•

Pulp

•

Paper

Investment incentives
In addition to the general incentives that Guyana offers investors, this sector attracts special
incentives. These include:
•

Exemption from customs duty of a wide range of forestry and sawmilling equipmentskidders, band saws, chain saws, saw blades etc.

•

Exemption from customs duty on a wide range of wood working equipment-lathes, sanders,
routers, saws.

•

Exemption from duties and taxes for items covered under an investment agreement.

Classifications

Count

Area (Hectares)

Forest inventories

•

Forest plantations

PRODUCTION LANDS ending 2019 531

•

Environmental and social impact
assessments

Small concesssions

496

2,159,785

42.0%

AL and ML

12

6,019

0.1%

•

GIS

State Exploratory Permits (SFEP)

7

1,239,257

24.1%

Large Concessions

16

1,716,259

33.4%

Total Production Area Allocated

531

5,121,321

100.0

PERMANENT RESEARCH AND RESERVES

INCENTIVES

GFC Forest Reserves

12

17,924.92

Total Forest Allocated

5,139,245.644

Measures to Incentivize the Extractive Industries

Unallocated State Forest

7,426,754.36

Removal of VAT on machinery and equipment:

Total State Forest

12,566,000

•

Forestry operators can procure items such as chainsaws, tractors, skidders.

Iwokrama

1

371,681.00

•

Existing producers and new investors no longer have to waste valuable time to go
through G-iNVEST for VAT free approvals; the ease of doing business in Guyana
is immediately approved.

Kaieteur National Park

1

61,091.34

Other (Shell Beach, Kanuku)

2

730,300

•

Removal of VAT on all-Terrain vehicles

Total area size of Protected Area

•

ATVs to support mobility in the productive and service sectors and enjoy a 14%
VAT removal

•

Reversal of VAT on Exports

•

Change of log export policy to allow saw millers and timber dealers to export logs

1,163,072.34

Timber concessions in Guyana
Approximately fifty-two percent (52%) of the state forest estate have been allocated
to timber harvesting under sustainable forest management techniques to ensure the
sustainability of Guyana’s forest resources.

•

State Forest Authorisations- Large concessions- granted up to forty years for areas
in excess of 24,000 hectares.

•

These are renewable based on compliance with the terms and conditions of the
agreement

GUYANA OFFICE FOR INVESTMENT

•

State Forest Authorisations-State Forest Permission (SFP)- granted for a three
years’ period on no more than 8,000 hectares.

190 Camp & Church Streets, Georgetown, Guyana, South America
Tel: +592-225-0658, 227-0653 | Fax: +592 225 0655

Guyana...the Gateway to Opportunities

 goinvest@goinvest.gov.gy  www.goinvest.gov.gy  goinvest

for sawnwood US$18.8M
•

90% of the population lives on the
coast leaving the country’s lush
interior untouched

•

It is the only English-Speaking
country in South America

•

215,000 square kilometers (83,000
square miles)

Rainy Season (May-June,
Nov-Jan)

•

Dry/Hot Season ( July-October)

•

Hurricane Free

•

Tropical county with average
temperature of 27.5 °C

•
•
•

85.5% pristine, intact rainforest
cover
Population of approximately
737,718 with a diverse culture of
six (6) different ethnicities

FORESTED ECOSYSTEM
•

Closed forest formations

•

Open forest

•

Mangrove forest

•

Biological, soil, and water
resources of the ecosystem

•

Part of the Guiana Shield and the
Amazon rain forest

Added Value Exports - have ranged between US$5M and US$8M over the past 5
years.
Raw Materials - Availability of a wide range of prime and LUS species of raw materials
Job Creation - Employs approximately on average 22,000 of the Guyanese workforce
Global Level - At a global level, forestry is estimated to contribute some 2% of world
GDP and 3% of international merchandise trade
Contribution - The sector has contributed approximately US$36M-US$45M in export
value annually over the past 5 years, and has contributed production level
of timber and plywood of 400,000m3 to 500,000m3 annually
Export Products: Logs, round wood (piles, poles, posts), primary lumber, Split wood
(shingles & staves), fuel wood (firewood & charcoal), plywood and
veneer

Forest

Guyana's forestry sector, therefore, offers
significant openings for local and foreign
investors. Further, the Government of
Guyana provides attractive fiscal incentives
based on the type and level of the investment,
employment opportunities created, and other
factors. We are ready to partner with you
as together we further develop this already
established industry.

GUYANA’S COMPARATIVE
ADVANTAGE
•

Affordable and trainable labour
force

structural applications with little
required treatment

•

Attractive investment incentives

•

•

Availability of wide range of prime
and LUS species of raw materials

Strong environmental track record
for low deforestation

•

•

Species are of high density, tested
strength and high durability and
can be used in a broad range of

Proximity to Latin American and
Caribbean markets

•

Exemplary record of strong
legality standards

WHY INVEST?
international recognition
of Guyana as a source of
forest products from legal
sources

Security of title and
property rights

•

In the EU FLEGT
implementation process

Government will implement measures to

•

Competitive and
profitable industry

•

Guyana has vast forest
resources that cover
more than three-quarters
of its landmass and
contain over 1,000
different tree species

•

Provide marketing support including
bilateral arrangements to expand and
create new markets
Improve infrastructure (maintenance
of primary roads)

•

Reverse VAT on machinery and
equipment

•

Removal of Tax concessions on
all-terrain vehicles

•

Reversal of VAT on exports

•

Ease of doing business

•

Incentives

•

Environmental regulations;

•

Provide incentives for re-tooling and
expanding the industry

•

Removal of VAT on hinterland
travel

Other areas for Investment

•

Amend log export policy to
boost production and revenue

•

Investment in timber processing facilities both primary and secondary level.

•

Investment in furniture manufacturing using timber and non-timber forest products.

•

Investment in forest based eco-tourism this can be a combination of forest and other eco system products.

•

Investment in forest road infrastructure this can be forest roads through Government contracts or Government approval
to build/maintain and charge user fees.

•

Investment in forest area businesses hotels, shops, gas stations, restaurants, etc.

•

Investment in forest transportation services trucking, passenger transport, and vehicle rentals.

•

Investment in forest related consultancy services forest inventory, mapping, general forestry operation, special projects such as
Guyana’s MRVS work, etc.

•

Investment in reforestation programmer in forest degraded areas in mine out areas, etc.

•

Investment in forest plantations in approved abandoned agriculture and savannah areas.

•

Investment in forest products marketing business buying and selling forest products (consolidating hub).

Guyana comprises 12.1 million hectares of prime tropical forest which is
approximately 67.2 of the total forest estate

•

Promote the uses of lesser known
species

Total export value of primary exports has ranged between US$35M and US$42M
over the past 5 years with the largest percentage of the total exports coming from
logs and sawnwood with a peak export value for logs recorded at US$20.7M and

As an impetus to boosting the Forestry and
Mining Sectors, we have already restored
the zero-rating of machinery, provision
of tax concessions on ATVs, a reversal of
VAT on exports, well as the removal of VAT
on hinterland travel for these sectors. The
Government will be providing incentives for
the retooling and expanding of the Forestry
Sector as measures to allow companies to
recapitalize to improve efficiency in operations.

•

•

•

The Ministry of Natural Resources is
committed to strengthening the Guyana
Forestry Commission's competence and
expertise with an emphasis on enhancing its
monitoring and enforcement capabilities to
confront corruption and illegal logging.

While some of these are well known in the
local and export markets, the vast majority
are still thoroughly researched and marketed
effectively. The investment opportunities are
abundant: from harvesting to processing and
manufacturing high-end products, especially
using our lesser-used species.

FORESTRY OVERALL
STRATEGY

Recapitalize to improve efficiency in
operations

Guyana remains one of South America’s largest mineral producers and exporters

The government remains committed to
working with the stakeholders in this sector
to re-tool and re-capitalize their operations.
Additionally, to that measure, tax concessions
were granted on all-terrain vehicles (ATVs),
removal VAT on all exports, removal of VAT
on Hinterland Travel, all of which will benefit
the forestry sector. Further, the amendment
to the Log Export Policy allows sawmillers to
export logs, resulting in a significant boost in
production for the industry. The government
intends to maximize our value-added forests
products so that this initiative will ensure
exports of lesser-used species."

Guyana's forests are among the last remaining
intact tropical forests globally and one of
the world's four regions that makes up the
Green shield and has 18% of the world's
tropical forest. It is home to rich and varied
biodiversity, including over 1000 tree species.
In any single hectare, dozens of species can be
discovered.

Growing domestic and export
markets

•

•

Like the mining sector, the forestry sector is
also ripe with opportunities; the authorities
are looking to increase production, export, and
investments in value-added forest products.
The main aim is to place more emphasis on
value-added products rather than exporting
raw materials. A barrier to value-added
production over the years has been the cost
of electricity. However, the government is
committed to reducing this by 50 percent
within the next five years.

Land based assets

85.5% forest coverage

Export

Chief Investment Ofﬁcer and
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, G-Invest

•

•

GDP - Forestry (as a raw material) contributes to 1.42% of Guyana’s National GDP
(2021)

Dr. Peter R. Ramsaroop, MBA

Minister of Natural Resources
Co-operative Republic of Guyana

•

•

ABOUT GUYANA’S
FORESTRY SECTOR

Hon. Vickram Bharrat, MP

The investment opportunities in the forest
sector are abundant, from harvesting to
processing and manufacturing high-end
products, especially using our lesser-used and
known species. Several lucrative opportunities
exist for investors interested in working with
Guyana's wood industry.

Two types of concessions are awarded based on area size and duration
via a transparent, competitive process:

Guyana, country located in the
northern corner of South America

FORESTRY
INVESTMENT PROSPECTUS

% Total
Allocation

•

•

EXTRACTIVE SECTOR:

FOREST LAND ALLOCATION

Consultancies
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Buying or selling a home is the
largest financial commitment you
will ever make
TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS

BAIN THOMPSON
Sales Representative

You will enjoy our professional and
enthusiastic style of doing business and our
knowledge of the real estate market.

Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Let us teach
you how to
make money
in real estate

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA
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Small businesses struggle as Covid
restrictions imposed again
Surging COVID-19 cases brought
on by the spread of the Omicron variant
have put a damper on the “most wonderful time of year” for small business
owners, as multiple provinces reinstate
tough public health restrictions.
Dan Kelly of the Canadian Federation of Independent Business said that
last month, the organization surveyed
4,514 small business owners and found
36 per cent were back to normal sales.
But now, with capacity limits in
place, he says that “Any little glimmer
of hope that many businesses saw at the
end of this two-year tunnel are quickly
being extinguished.”
Last Monday, tighter gathering and
capacity rules were put in place in Manitoba, where health officials said climbing cases due to Omicron were expected
to exceed its resources for notifying
most close contacts.
Quebec has announced earlier closing times for bars, restaurants entertainment venues and movie theatres as it
reported a new single-day record of
4,571 COVID-19 infections.
Calling the situation “critical,”
Quebec Health Minister Christian Dube

Small businesses in Toronto face restrictions in the middle of the Christmas season

said the fast-spreading COVID-19 Omicron variant has changed everything, as
vaccines that offered 70 per cent protection against symptomatic infection from
the Delta variant are believed to offer 30
per cent protection against Omicron.
B.C. has limited capacity to 50 per
cent at venues that hold more than 1,000

people, but is extending its cap on fees
charged by food delivery companies in
an effort to help the restaurant industry.
Newfoundland and Labrador,
meanwhile, has limited bars to 50 per
cent capacity and restaurants to 75 per
cent with physical distancing. The
province also sent kids home Monday

as schools closed early in response to
rising caseloads.
Ontario implemented its new public health orders Sunday, which see
restaurants, retailers, gyms and other indoor settings operating at 50 per cent capacity.

Omicron: Non-essential surgeries on hold
A Toronto hospital network has put most nonessential outpatient care and non-urgent surgeries on
hold as it works preserve resources to respond to an
expected increase in COVID-19 patients.
Unity Health, which includes St. Michael’s
Hospital, St. Joseph’s Healthcare and Providence
Healthcare, made the announcement on Monday.
The network’s CEO Tim Rutledge said in a
memo that the change will impact “all non-essential
ambulatory care and surgical procedures” with the
exception of “urgent and emergent cases.”
Rutledge said that the hospital network is also
moving all non-essential outpatient visits from inperson to virtual where possible.
Ontario's fiscal watchdog has previously estimated that the cancelled surgery backlog from previous waves of the pandemic was on pace to reach
more than 419,000 procedures by this past September and would take three-and-a-half years to clear.
“We know that any change we make to our
services is distressing and challenging for our staff,
patients and loved ones, and we will ramp up as soon
as it’s safe to do so,” the memo from Rutledge states.
“Right now we need to focus all of our efforts, our

people and resources on caring for our patients and
keeping up with this deadly virus.”
COVID-19 case counts have grown exponentially in Ontario over the last week as the Omicron
variant has taken hold.
So far hospitalizations have not increased at the
same rate, though there are concerns that there will
eventually be a significant impact on the healthcare
system due to the high levels of transmission.
In fact, modelling released by Ontario’s Science

Advisory Table last week warned that ICU occupancy could reach “unsustainable levels” in early
January without “prompt intervention.”
“It has become very clear that we are facing another significant surge of COVID-19 in Toronto and
across Ontario. This new variant, Omicron is presenting all of us with a number of challenges and uncertainties. We are still learning about this new
variant, however, one thing that we have all seen is
the extremely rapid pace of transmission between
people. This variant is moving fast,” Rutledge said
in the memo. “We are taking steps at Unity Health
Toronto to protect your healthcare services so we can
make sure we are able to provide care to those most
in need during this wave of the pandemic.”
The University Health Network also announced
changes to its visitor policy amid the spread of the
new variant on Monday.
It says that as visitors will not be permitted for
inpatients who have been in hospital for less than
seven days. Outpatients can be accompanied by one
Essential Care Provider but only if they are deemed
essential to supporting their safety while in the hospital.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me

great amount of time and effort has now been whether here or in other countries, are a gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
Dear Friends,
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Guyana is gateway to South America
and the Caribbean, Ali says
PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali, has
told members of the South American
trade block MERCOSUR that Guyana
intends to bridge the gap between the
continent and the Caribbean and function as a new ‘energy pole’.
In his address to the 59th Summit
of the regional body, the President
pointed out that Guyana supports MERCOSUR’s efforts to foster infrastructure,
integration, and increase connectivity.
He said that the country would enhance development opportunities in the
continent’s northern flank through collaborations and joint partnerships.
“Along with Brazil and Suriname,
we hope to leverage our energy resources for energy security, agriculture
and food security and to potentiate
growth and development opportunities
in the northern flank of South America.”
To start the process, the Head of
State announced that there will be a summit between Guyana, Brazil and Suriname very early in the New Year to
discuss the development of the Corentyne frontier, the logistic importance of
a deep-water harbour and the energy corridor.
He said that Guyana is pleased to be
associated with MERCOSUR, with a
view to advancing its development and
integrating into the “South American fraternity as part of our continental destiny”.
The President told the outgoing rotational head of the block, Brazilian
President H.E Jair Bolsonaro and other
regional leaders that lessons from the
pandemic must serve as a guideline to
the future.
A healthy South America, he noted,
is critical to the resiliency and sustainability of the region.
“A strengthened multilateral system
is needed to ensure that every region,
every country, has more equitable and
ready access to deal with pandemics and
other threats to public health.”
He added that it is vitally important
to enhance the capacity and capabilities
of regional, sub-regional and national institutions in surveillance, research, and
production of vaccines and other vital
agents and technologies.
Although the focus was to ensure
that South American nations put measures in place to safeguard the health of
their people; the President pointed out
that it was also important to build resiliency and reorganise economic activities with the hope of stimulating
sustainable growth, improving public
services and social safety nets and expanding opportunities for trade and investment.
He said regional integration must
encompass a drive for sustainability and

Map showing Guyana’s position as an access point to the Mercosur Southern Common Market

pointed to confronting, head-on, the existential threat already posed by climate
change.
“The most vulnerable are at grave
risk if we do not act. It is imperative that
the global warming trajectory be contained within 1.5 degrees Celsius.”
The President also highlighted
Guyana’s Low Carbon Development
Strategy and pointed to its many benefits.

“This strategy aims to transform
Guyana’s economy to better deliver
socio-economic benefits to our people
by following a low carbon path while
mainstreaming climate resilience, providing a model to the world of how low
carbon, low deforestation, climate-resilient development can be possible and
beneficial for forested countries.”
He reminded the Heads of State that
as a block, South America should remain

focused on the elements of COP26, such
as the requisite mitigation ambition, adequate support for adaption and climate
finance.
Working together as a regional
block, according to President Ali, would
chart the way forward to ensure that as a
collective, the continent builds back
“stronger and safer, to create a more equitable, secure, resilient, and sustainable
future for our peoples.”
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52 years later, family seeks justice
for 11 year-old murder victim
From CBC News:
Ryan Settee never met his aunt, but
he has spearheaded the cause to bring
her justice.
Settee and a small gathering of their
Métis family and friends gathered on the
steps of the Manitoba Legislature on Friday still searching for answers stemming
from the 1970 slaying of 11-year-old
Geraldine Settee in Winnipeg's St. Vital
area.
Geraldine was last seen on New
Year's Day, walking from the family
home on St. Mary's Road.
She was on her way to a nearby
drugstore to buy pop and chips.
Geraldine didn't return home.
Early the next morning, one of
Geraldine's sisters and brother-in-law
found her body in an empty lot near Fermor Avenue.
She had been stabbed six times.
"It was a brutal crime, it never
leaves you," said Ryan's father, Glen Settee, one of Geraldine's nine siblings.
He was 17 years old at the time of
his sister's death and said the family has
never been able to find answers in his
sister's death.

No justice: Murder victim Geraldine Settee, killed in 1970

"We heard nothing from the police
or the justice department. Anything I

heard was from schoolmates at Glenlawn Collegiate or their siblings in

Windsor School, and it was all rumours
about one person ... who was a knife
freak."
News reports at the time said a 16year-old-boy was charged in her death
— nearly two years later — but the case
never went to trial.
This information was never relayed
to the family and they want to know
why.
Ryan Settee had an in-depth talk
with his father earlier this year about
what happened to Geraldine — a little
girl who enjoyed music, playing pranks
and was always smiling in photos.
That discussion stirred a fire in him
to push for answers on behalf of the family, as well as apprehensiveness.
"I swore to them that by doing this
we'll get answers here and we'll get
movement and it won't go away because
we're opening up pain for them one
again," Ryan Settee said.
He contacted the Winnipeg Police
Service, the Crown and Justice Minister
Cameron Friesen looking to meet to discuss what happened to Geraldine.
Settee says he's heard nothing back
from any of them.
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Ali says gov’t ofﬁcials, contractors
to be held accountable
Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali, on
Friday, said there was need for accountability by contractors and government
officials.
The call by the President was made
during a meeting held in Mara, East
Bank Berbice, where residents complained of negligence on the part of contractors and regional officials. During
the meeting which was held at Schepmoed Primary School, residents called
out a contractor who failed to undertake
rehabilitation works on three kilometres
of the Mara road.
Residents brought it to the attention
of President Ali that the contractor has
only worked three days in the month
thus far. The project is expected to be

completed by December 29.
“The government is investing in
these roads and you guys think you can
do what you want. This is your final
warning. I want you to write this engineer,” President Ali said to the contractor
who was present at the meeting.
He said the time for excuses is no
more. President Ali warned the contractor that if he does not finish the job on
the deadline, he would be exempt from
receiving any more contracts from the
government. Added to that, the engineer
attached to the Ministry of Public Works
who is supervising the project was ordered to move immediately to the community until the works are completed.
“I am not going to sit back and

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali in Mara last Friday
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watch people ride the system anymore.
There will be consequences,” the President warned. In another instance, President Ali scolded another engineer who
made promises to the people in the community to fix a dam by placing tubes
without there being funding or informing
the Ministers of Public Works.
“You cannot come here and be dishonest to people. If you do not have the
money in a budget or anywhere to buy
the tubing, on what grounds you made
the promise? Because you know what?
You guys do what you want on the
ground and the government gets the
blame at the end of the day,” President
Ali said to the engineer.
However, President Ali said systems will be put in place to install the
tubes soon.
“In this case I am going to ask the
Minister of Finance for us to find the resources before the end of the year to finance this project and have it
implemented. To finance this project and
implement it, we will be working with
people in the community to provide the
jobs right here in the community to do it.
So, if there are small skilled people in
the community, we will bring them together, work with them in completing
this project.”
President Ali said if government is
to be able to deliver to the people in an
efficient manner, the people entrusted to
do their jobs must be held accountable.
“It has come now to a time in this
country where we have to hold people
responsible. If we want to chart a future
that brings prosperity, a future in which
people can benefit from an efficient system, we have to ensure we build a system that is resilient and accountable and
that is what we are doing in government.”
In November, President Ali met
with contractors executing government
contracts and charged them to expedite
their work but to ensure that quality is
maintained as Guyana continues to go
through a revolutionary period of growth
and development.
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New Human and Organ Transplant
Bill will save hundreds: Dr Persaud
THE Human Organ and Tissue
Transplant Bill which was presented to
the National Assembly on Thursday last
will be of benefit to hundreds of
Guyanese who suffer from kidney failure and are currently on dialysis.
“This legislation is very significant
for the entire country in terms of everyone who has kidney failure,” Dr Kishore
Persaud, Head of Department, MultiOrgan Transplant and Vascular Access
Surgery at the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) told the Sunday Chronicle.
“We have hundreds of patients who
are on dialysis who are suffering because they have to do dialysis regularly.
It’s one of the most expensive treatments
and the morality and mobility of being
on dialysis is so severe, they cannot afford it, they live a poor quality of life,”
he explained.
If passed in the National Assembly,
the Human Tissue Transplant legislation
will provide the regulatory framework
which will enable Guyana to perform
cadaveric transplantation; this is the
transplant of tissue from ‘brain dead’ individuals, or cadavers as they are referred to, to living persons.
“What this legislation is going to
do, it’s going to allow people who are
willing to donate kidney after they die,

Dr Kishore Persaud and other members of his medical team

allow us under safe guidelines to transplant it into these patients so they can
actually live a normal and healthy live
afterwards,” Dr Persaud said.
Implementation of the new legislation will mean that persons in need of
organ donations would no longer be at
the mercy of just relatives and friends
who may or may not be matched, as they
would also stand the chance of being
saved by organs extracted from a ‘braindead’ patient.

The Bill caters for establishment of
the Human Organ and Tissue Transplant
Agency as the national regulatory body
for the donation and transplantation, as
well as a National Donor and Transplant
Registry, which will handle all matters
relating to the consent.
The registry will be responsible for
the establishment of a register of patients in need of transplants, as well as
the establishment of efficient storage facilities for organs, cells and biofluids.

It also provides mechanisms to protect against human-organ trafficking; it
prohibits the sale and/or trade of human
organs, tissues, cells or biofluids for
valuable consideration, specifying jail
time of five years as well as a fine of $5
million, and stipulates that removal of
organs shall not be done unless the
donor is pronounced dead by two medical practitioners.
Added to that, the proposed law
empowers the Minister of Health to
name any hospital, including a private
hospital, clinic, healthcare provider or
laboratory as designate facilities approved to function as transplant facilities.
Once enacted, the Human Organ
and Tissue Transplant law is expected to
result in many lives being saved, especially considering the growing number
of persons in Guyana awaiting organ
transplants; more prominently, patients
suffering from kidney failure who rely
largely on dialysis as a life-saving mechanism.
“It’s [the legislation] going to help
the citizens of this country who are suffering on a daily basis, this has no benefit to me or my unit, it’s more work for
us, this legislation is going to help the
people of this country,” Dr Persaud said.

Man arrested with $113M in cocaine
A TUSCHEN, East Bank Essequibo man was arrested on Saturday
after ranks of the Customs Anti-Narcotics Unit (CANU) discovered 15
brick-like parcels of cocaine valued
$113 million.
According to a CANU press release, the man who is currently in police
custody has been identified as Ryan Da
Silva.
CANU officers acting on information conducted narcotics operations in
the Tuschen-Parika area. During one of
the operations, a motor vehicle with a
sole occupant was stopped and searched,
resulting in the discovery.
At CANU headquarters, the substance in the parcels was tested and was
confirmed to be cocaine. The cocaine,
which weighed 17.4 kg (38.3lbs), has a
street value of more than US$552,000
(approximately GY$113,160,000).

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

Saturday’s bust is one of several
recorded in 2021. As at September 6,
2021, the Guyana Police Force (GPF)
seized about 1, 530 pounds (693.2 kg) of
illegal drugs, which include cocaine,
cannabis and ecstasy.
The drugs were seized between the
period of January 1 – September 6 during intelligence-led operations.
This information was contained in
a report released by the GPF. It was
stated that some 347.2 pounds (157.5
kg) of cannabis was confiscated up to
that point while in 2020, 1, 136 pounds
(515.3 kg) were seized.
The report also disclosed that the
seizure of cocaine recorded a slight increase this year as 1, 181 pounds were
seized compared to the 1, 180 pounds in
2020.
Approximately 2, 316 pounds (1,
050 kg) of illegal drugs were seized in

Ryan Da Silva

2020. When compared to illegal drugs

seized for the same period in 2020, a
33.9 per cent decrease was recorded.
Ecstasy recorded the lowest number of seizures for both years: 52.1
grams were seized this year and 54
grams were seized in 2020.
In September, the GPF and CANU
destroyed over 2,000 kilos of cocaine,
marijuana, methamphetamine, and other
illicit drugs. The GPF disclosed that the
narcotics destroyed were from operations conducted by the police and
CANU over the last two years.
Minister of Home Affairs Robeson
Benn in a recent interview had highlighted that there has been significant
success in the fight against drug trafficking in several communities across
Guyana; and that significant seizures,
destruction and the capture of planes and
persons transporting narcotics have been
recorded at Nine Miles, Potaro.

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Nice Gift for the Holidays
Buy 3
copies
for $20

Call Bhaskar at
647 216 2359
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Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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K.B Import & Export
West Indian Grocery Store
2655 Lawrence Ave East
#A2, Toronto
East of Midland. (416) 750-1064
For all your grocery needs.
Direct importer of fresh fruits and
vegetables. Well stocked with fresh
and frozen fish and meats
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Almost $28 billion committed for
new EBD housing development
COME 2022, the Government of
Guyana will be looking to expend close
to $28 billion on additional infrastructural works needed to further develop a
number of housing schemes along the
East Bank of Demerara.
This is according to Minister of
Housing and Water, Collin Croal, who
indicated that already, tenders have been
issued for works to be done in Plantation
Golden Grove and Little Diamond and
Great Diamond, respectively. “[This]
will form part of the 2022 budgetary programme,” Croal said during the commissioning ceremony of the Diamond to
Mocha interlink road on the East Bank
of Demerara.
According to the minister, the intended expenditure will also cover construction of the new Eccles to Great
Diamond four-lane highway.
Additionally, Croal said that works
are already being done to ensure that the
new housing areas are outfitted with the
requisite utilities, including especially,
potable water. “Drilling of a new well
has started in Providence and another in
Diamond, and the water networks in several other areas are being upgraded,”
Croal said.

He noted too that once completed,
those wells will result in some communities on the East Bank of the Demerara
River receiving potable water for the
very first time, while others will benefit
from improved service delivery.
“We are upgrading water-treatment
plants in Eccles, Covent Garden and
Grove to increase the treated-water coverage, and improving levels of services
in and around the surrounding areas, because we want you to be comfortable in
your homes when you build them,” the
minister posited.
Croal informed those gathered at
the commissioning ceremony of the new
interlink road that since assuming office
in August, 2020, the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) Government
has allocated some 10,000 house lots to
the people of Guyana.
As it is, Croal said that the work of
his ministry is well on track to ensure
that the government is able to fulfil its
manifesto promise of distributing at least
50,000 new house lots by 2025. “This
project is only one of the many interventions that our government has embarked
on to make the lives of citizens in this
area more comfortable,” Croal said.

Moreover, the minister went even
further to provide an update on current
housing projects: he indicated that in the
locality of Prospect, at least 50 of the
100 low-income houses being built have
already been completed, while construction works are in progress for the remaining 50. “… and in Little and Great
Diamonds, 522 similar houses are in various stages of preparation,” Croal said,
adding that works on these homes will
begin during the first quarter of 2022.
Croal noted too that mobilisation of
140 houses for young professionals has
also commenced in Prospect, while
works have started on 100 of the 200
homes projected for Providence.
Minister Croal said that previously
that for 2021, more than $14 billion was

being spent to develop some 22 housing
schemes across the country. The initial
infrastructural works include the construction, and in some cases, the rehabilitation of roads, bridges and drainage
infrastructure, as well as the installation
of facilities to accommodate utility services such as water and electricity.
This is to ensure that all new and
upcoming housing schemes are accessible and outfitted with the requisite
amenities for new land owners to commence construction of their homes.
It was noted that over the past couple of years, although house lots were
distributed, lack of preparatory works
prevented new land owners from moving forward with construction of their
homes.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects
* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

Inside Projects
* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Actor Ranveer Singh: Vicks has always been a part of my home

Vicks signs Ranveer Singh as its
new brand ambassador
Cough and Cold brand Vicks has announced
that it has roped in Bollywood superstar Ranveer
Singh as its new brand ambassador in India to build
a deeper youth connect and inspire youngsters to
speak confidently ‘khich khich’ free.
Today’s youth actively seek newer ways to express themselves in a way that is true to them without any 'khich khich' or irritation. Go-getter
Ranveer, with his mass appeal and strong youth
connect, is admired for his quirky style, infectious
energy, and his unwavering zeal to achieve what he
sets his mind to. Leveraging on Ranveer’s outspoken personality and cool quotient, the brand aims
to reinforce its message of urging the younger generation to bid farewell to khich khich and face the

world with confidence, resonating its ethos to a
wider audience. Sharing his thoughts on the new
collaboration, Ranveer Singh shared, "Vicks has always been a part of my home and growing up, I
have often turned to Vicks Cough Drops to get relief from a sore throat. I’m excited to associate with
a brand that has been a part of my childhood and
continues to be my go-to till date. I hope together
we can encourage the youth to speak khich khich
free, and to face the world in their best form."
Sahil Sethi, Senior Director at Procter and
Gamble added, "Vicks ki Goli is beloved for its
timeless and iconic communication, recognizable
across the country for relieving khich khich and enabling one to speak with confidence...”

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
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Parliamentary shake-up coming
as Norton elected PNC/R leader
IT would appear as though the majority of the membership of the People’s
National Congress Reform (PNC/R) is
in favour of recalling some of their parliamentary representatives now that they
have a new leader in party stalwart,
Aubrey Norton.
Norton was quoted by Demerara
Online News, on Monday, as saying that
his PNC/R party comrades who would
have elected him “seem to have suggested by the mandate that there is need
for change at the parliamentary level”.
Norton was officially declared the
new leader of the PNC/R, following the
party’s 21st Biennial Congress hosted on
Saturday last. When the votes were tallied, the results indicated a landslide victory for Norton who received 967 votes,
while his opponents Dr. Richard VanWest Charles and Leader of the Opposition, Joseph Harmon secured 64 and 245
votes respectively.
Norton, who joined the youth arm
of the then PNC at the age of 15 in 1972,
has served the PNC/R for 49 years. In
that time, he has faced expulsion and
years of being sidelined, largely, and in
recent times, by his predecessor and former President, David Granger, who still
leads the A Partnership for National
Unity + Alliance For Change
(APNU+AFC) coalition.
Despite his years of service to the
PNC/R, Norton was overlooked not just
once, but on several occasions, in recent
years, for a seat in the National Assembly; first, after the General and Regional
Elections in 2011, then in 2013 when

Newly Elected PNC/R Leader, Aubrey Norton

Richard Allen resigned from the House,
and again in 2014, when a replacement
was being sought to fill the chair of the
late Deborah Backer.
It should be noted that Norton is not
the only PNC/R veteran who was overlooked for positions in the National Assembly. On the contrary, when the party
lost the March 2, 2020 General and Regional Elections, Granger stepped aside,
allowing Harmon to be positioned as
Leader of the Opposition.
Now that Norton has clearly received the majority of support from his
comrades in the PNC/R, questions are
being asked as to whether, as part of the
parliamentary shake-up, he should also
replace Harmon as Leader of the Oppo-

sition, given that the PNC/R forms the
majority component of the A Partnership
for National Unity + Alliance for Change
(APNU+AFC) Coalition.
But even now that Norton is finally
at the helm of the PNC/R, he does not
have any legitimate say as who sits in the
National Assembly or who doesn’t; he
remains dependent on decisions made by
Granger.
In the meantime, however, Norton
has indicated to Demerara Waves that
once the PNC/R’s new 15-member central committee is in place, the party will
examine the possibility of having him be
named a parliamentarian, which could
essentially pave the way for Harmon to
be booted from the seat of the Opposi-

tion Leader.
It was previously reported that, in
accordance with Article 184 of Guyana’s
Constitution, there are a number of ways
in which a member can be removed from
the National Assembly, including a noconfidence provision for removing the
Leader of the Opposition.
The provision, as reported previously, reads: “Where one-third of the
non-governmental members of the Assembly represent to the Speaker that the
Leader of the Opposition no longer enjoys their confidence, the Speaker shall
call a meeting of all the non-governmental members at which it shall be decided
whether the Leader of the Opposition
shall be removed from office.”
The provision continues: “The removal shall be effected by the votes of a
majority of all the non-governmental
members.”
This means that if there is a PNC/R
parliamentary shake-up, then persons in
favour of Norton’s leadership could be
positioned to account for that majority,
which could eventually pave the way for
him to ascend to the Opposition Leader’s
chair.
Asked specifically whether this is a
course of action he intends to pursue,
Norton responded, “As leader of the
PNC, whatever functions has to be performed generally, I will perform them.”
Even if Norton could be successful
in making his way to the National Assembly, it does not appear as though
Harmon is willing to relinquish his leadership title.

Covid-19 cases tripled in the Americas in ‘21
While COVID-19 infections
tripled in 2021 and health systems struggled to cope, “we have learned what it
takes to bring this virus under control,”
and must urgently address gaps in vaccine access to ensure everyone is protected, the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO) Director Carissa
F. Etienne urged.
“When we compare 2020 to 2021,
this year was undoubtedly worse,” with
more than 98 million infections and 2.3
million lives lost, the director said in a
media briefing on Wednesday according
to the press release by the agency.
As the second year of the pandemic draws to a close, Dr. Etienne
called on the region to employ all resources available to bring the virus
under control, including vaccines,
masks, social distancing and surveillance. Today more than 1.3 billion
COVID-19 vaccine doses have been administered in the Americas, and 56% of
people in Latin America and the
Caribbean have been fully vaccinated.

But despite this coverage, the Director
warned that “millions in our region have
yet to receive a single dose.”
“Vaccine inequity continues to divide our region and if we don’t address
these glaring gaps, we’ll fail to bring
this virus under control,” she warned.
As we look forward to a new year and
promising developments in COVID-19
therapeutics that may help treat the
virus, curb hospitalizations and prevent
deaths, we should incorporate lessons
learned from vaccine rollout, Dr. Etienne highlighted.
Countries must “heed the advice of
the WHO, expert committees, scientists
and regulators whose jobs it is to carefully review the safety and efficacy of
drugs and recommend when, where and
how to deploy them.” But countries
must also start preparing now to ensure
timely and affordable access to such
new treatments.
The PAHO Director emphasised
the importance of expanding regional
production, “so countries don’t remain

Carissa F. Etienne

completely dependent on pharmaceutical imports.” The Region has the “technical expertise, a well-established
manufacturing capacity, strong regulatory infrastructure, and an effective
pooled procurement mechanism via our

Strategic Fund” that, if leveraged, will
help us accelerate access to COVID-19
technologies, she added. Most importantly, the region must continue to work
together.
Collaboration across borders enabled vaccines to be developed in
record-time, variants identified quickly,
and countries to adjust responses based
on latest evidence, the director added.
“Each time we worked together, we had
breakthroughs,” she said. “Sharing is
central to defeating this pandemic.”
Over the past week, the Americas
reported over 926,056 new COVID-19
infections – an 18.4% increase in
COVID-19 cases from the previous
week. The US and Canada are experiencing a resurgence in cases as Mexico
sees a steady decline. Cases are also
down in Central America, with the exception of Panama. In South America,
cases have dropped in Bolivia for the
first time since September, but increased
in Ecuador, Paraguay and Uruguay and
remained steady in Brazil and Peru.
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West Coast Demerara car
crash claims six lives

Six persons are dead and three others injured following a three vehicle accident on the Plantation Ross public
road, West Coast Berbice (WCB).
The dead persons have been identified as Joel Jacobs, 29, of Sophia,
Georgetown, Gary Blair of Turkeyen,
Greater Georgetown, Keanna Dow of
Belladrum, West Coast Berbice, Jamol
Lynch, 22, of Hopetown, WCB, Lindon
MacFarlane, 23 of Belair, WCB, and
Jashaun Saul of Belair, WCB. The injured persons have been identified as
Fiona Massiah, Akeem Solomon and
Brian Goodridge.
Police in a statement said that the
accident occurred sometime around
03:00hrs on Saturday. They said that motorcar PNN 3536, which caught on fire,
was driven by Lindon McFarlane, while
PYY 4293, a Nissan X-Trail, was driven
by Gary Blair. The third car with no fatalities, PWW 208, was driven by
Akeem Solomon, 30, of Lot 30 Number
4 Village, WCB.
Reports are that Blair and Solomon
were proceeding west, along the southern side of the road, at a fast rate while
MacFarlane was proceeding east at a fast
rate when a collision occurred.MacFarlane’s car burst into flames upon collision while the two other vehicles were
badly damaged.As a result of the collision, occupants Jamal Lynch and

The accident scene in which 6 people died

Jashaun Saul, who were both in MacFarlane’s car, were taken out of the vehicle
by public-spirited persons, along with
the driver, and taken to the Fort Wellington Public Hospital where they were ex-

amined by a doctor who pronounced
them dead on arrival.
The occupants of PYY 4293, Jacobs, Goodridge, Dow and Blair, were
removed from the vehicle and taken to

the Fort Wellington Public Hospital
where Dow, Blair and Jacobs were pronounced dead on arrival. Goodridge was
treated and referred to the New Amsterdam Public Hospital where he was further examined, treated and transferred to
the Georgetown Public Hospital.
The occupants of PWW 208, Massiah and the driver Solomon, were removed from the vehicle and taken to the
Mahaicony Public Hospital where it was
discovered that the driver sustained head
injuries, and the occupant, a fractured
leg.
Meanwhile, sister of Jamol Lynch
(deceased), Timika Williams, disclosed
that her brother had celebrated his 22nd
birthday yesterday. She said he left home
on Friday on his bicycle and sometime
around 21:00hrs MacFarlane and Saul
came to invite him to a bar-be-que in the
village. Williams said at some point, her
brother returned home and dropped off
his bicycle and then left with his friends
for another party at Lichfield, West
Coast Berbice. It was while they were on
their way there that the accident occurred.Mother of Jashaun, Marva Saul,
said that she received a call from her
daughter-in-law saying that her son’s
friend, Jamol Lynch, was in an accident.
Marva said that in her heart, she knew
that her son was also in the accident
since he was always with Lynch.

CRIME & COURTS

Rape: Woman waits ten years for justice
After almost ten years, a twentytwo-year-old woman finally received
justice last Monday, when a family
member who had repeatedly raped her
was sentenced to twelve years imprisonment.
The accused, who has been identified as Kemo Calvin Chase, 25, of Essequibo Coast, faced two counts of
rape. The matter was tried in the Suddie
High Court before Justice Priya Sewnarine-Beharry and a twelve member
jury.
At the conclusion of the trial, the
Jury returned a guilty verdict for the accused and he was later handed his 12
year-sentence.
During an interview with this publication, the young woman told Kaieteur News how being raped countless
times by Chase has scarred her for life.
She told this publication that as a child,
she moved around frequently with her
dad and stepmother. In 2011, however,
she moved in with an aunt; a decision
which will later have devastating con-

sequences.
As she began to chronicle the
events that will soon befall her, she
said, “I was happy until one night a
knife was put to my neck and I was
raped by someone, I called family; my
cousin.” She went on to say, “the rape
continued for countless times, if I was
to give an exact number of times I was
raped I would be lying. On my thirteenth birthday he raped me, saying he
had a gift for me… Sometimes I wish I
was never alive.”
The young woman also revealed
that her schooling was also affected, as
she went on to say: “I was taken out of
school because my school work was
never on time; I had these big dreams
of being a teacher or doctor when I got
big. Because of this crime, I never had
the opportunity, every day I lived in
fear. Some nights when anxiety attacks,
I can’t sleep, sometimes I wish I can
just forget everything.”
The woman said that though the
accused has been sentenced, nothing

can erase the pain she is left to endure.
“Even though today as he is being sentenced, no sorry or jail time can take
back the pain and the things he did. I
was just a child, I did not deserve what
he did, it’s a stain on my life.”

Fuel theft: GDF
ranks on bail
Two members of the Guyana Defence Force (GDF) along with a businessman were on Thursday released on
$300,000 bail each, after they were
charged for stealing some $745 million
worth of fuel from the Guyana Oil
Company (GuyOil).
The defendants, Delon Wilson, 34,
of Kuru Kururu, Soesdyke/Linden
Highway, Terry Milling, 35, of South
Cummings Lodge, Georgetown former
ranks of the GDF, along with businessman Gangadeo Sridat, 48, of New
Road, Vreed-en-Hoop, West Coast Demerara made their first court appearance
in
the
Grove/Diamond
Magistrates’ Court before Principle

Magistrate, Judy Latchman.
It is alleged that between January
1, 2015 and June 30, 2020 at the GuyOil Terminal, Providence, East Bank
Demerara, they conspired together with
persons
unknown
and
stole
$745,559,430 worth in fuel, the same
being the property of the GDF.
The court heard that between that
period Wilson and Milling were tasked
with procuring fuel on behalf of the
GDF, but it was never delivered. Following an audit, it was discovered that
over $745 million worth of fuel were
not received.
The GDF reported severe shortcomings with respect to the purchase,
reconciliation and storage of fuel, in
2019 but, on the other hand, a report by
Auditor General, Deodat Sharma found
that 887,800 litres of fuel, valued at
$181.5M, were uplifted by an unauthorised vehicle during the said year.
The men are expected to reappear
in court on January 27, 2022 for the
continuation of the matter.
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TT vaccination policy for gov’t
workers not a mandate: Minister
The Trinidad Government’s vaccination policy for public sector employees, which comes into effect from
January 15, 2022, is not a vaccine mandate.
This is according to Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh. Speaking during a Ministry of Health COVID-19
briefing on Monday, Deyalsingh said
vaccination is a life-saving mechanism.
He was asked by a reporter whether
officers from private security firms
would be required to be vaccinated to
work in public sector buildings.
“The Government has launched no
mandatory vaccine programme, there is
no mandate to be vaccinated, persons
make a choice, it applies to anyone on
the public payroll, in the public service
or a statutory agency- so at this point in
time, it does not apply to private security
workers,” Deyalsingh said.
He said the policy is an ‘expansion’
of voluntary vaccination and also applies to employees of state boards and
state entities.
Deyalsingh said the population has
become so immune to the high death
count from the virus that something
needed to be done.
“It is not to punish anyone, because
we can’t go on reporting 30 deaths per
day- 30 deaths a day no longer impacts
on the population, what is the tolerance
of the population before they act? Is it
50? One hundred? So 30 deaths a day
don’t seem to move the population
again. Reporting that the A&E’s cannot
cope doesn’t seem to move the popula-

T&T Health Minister Terrence Deyalsingh with a PAHO official

tion to want to assist us,” Deyalsingh
said.
He quoted the World Health Organisation (WHO’s) Director-General, Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus who
when speaking about the Omicron variant stated “The steps countries take
today and in the coming weeks will determine how Omicron unfolds. If countries wait until their hospitals start to fill

up, it’s too late. Don’t wait. Act now.”
Deyalsingh said Trinidad and Tobago must heed Ghebreyesus’ advice.
“That is what we are trying to prevent, we are trying to save lives, this is
a life-saving measure,” Deyalsingh said
of the vaccine policy.
As he urged citizens to get vaccinated or get their booster shots against
COVID-19, Deyalsingh added, “If we

do that, we can avoid the potential catastrophe that awaits that is already hitting
many parts of Europe and many parts of
the United States, where their regular
hospital systems are already challenged.”
However, the Health Minister said
there would be no additional lockdown
measures, such as those implemented in
countries across the world, ahead of the
Christmas holidays.
Deyalsingh said the business community and T&T’s economy cannot survive any additional lockdowns.
Meanwhile, the Ministry’s technical director of Epidemiology, Dr Avery
Hinds said the ministry has not detected
Omicron at community spread yet.
There have been five detected cases
of Omicron in the country, with the latest being a woman who had no recent
travel history or known contact with a
COVID-19 positive person.
“Now that would suggest that they
are not sure where they picked up this
particular infection and there may be
other individuals but at this point we
cannot yet confidently state that there is
established community transmission but
we would be continuing to look out,”
Hinds said.
He said the ministry will be vigilant
as the Omicron variant has the potential
to spread very quickly.
Dr Hinds said the Health Ministry
is hoping to avoid that potential for
spread with the Public Health measures,
currently in place.

454 Covid deaths so far in December in TT
A “female child” was among 32 additional Covid-19 deaths reported for the
24 hours preceding yesterday’s daily
clinical update from The Ministry of
Health.
This brings the death toll for December, 2021 to 454 people.
The total number of Covid-19
deaths since the pandemic started stood
at 2,612 people at the time of the update.
According to additional data provided
on the ministry’s website, the fatalities
reported yesterday were 14 elderly men,
seven elderly women, eight middle-aged
men, two middle-aged women and one
female child.
The ministry said 17 people had
“multiple co-morbidities including a
mix of diabetes, hypertension, heart disease, lung disease, Alzheimer’s Disease,
cancer, epilepsy and a history of
strokes”.
Seven each had only one co-morbidity already mentioned or Sickle Cell
disease, the ministry stated.

Eight people had no known medical conditions.
The ministry also reported 451 new
Covid-19 infections, based on samples
taken between December 16-19, 2021.
The total number of active cases now
stands at 15,610
This increased the total number of
cases since T&T recorded its first infection (March 12, 2020) to 85,873.
To date a total of 487,240 people
have been tested at private and public facilities.
A total of 509 people are in hospital, 209 positive patients are in stepdown facilities and 26 are in State
quarantine facilities.
A total of 14,441 people are in
home self-isolation.
Vaccinations:
A total of 660,103 people are now
fully vaccinated, of which 47,013 were
immunised with a single dose regime.
Caskets pile up at a funeral home in Trinidad
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Jamaica Receives EU Supported
COVID-19 PPE
In a handover ceremony, the European Union together with the Caribbean
Public Health Agency (CARPHA) provided the Government of Jamaica with
a donation of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and laboratory supplies. The
consignment included 12,500 N95 Respirators, 18,750 Isolation Gowns, and
60 Viral RNA Test Kits.
The supplies were procured
through the Programme of Support for
Health Security Strengthening for Prevention and Control of Outbreaks of
Communicable Diseases in the
Caribbean, which is being implemented
by CARPHA and financed by the European Union.
“We at CARPHA are pleased to
provide support to the Government and
People of Jamaica in their continued
fight against COVID-19. This ceremony
today signals our continued efforts to aid
the citizens of our Member States.
CARPHA works closely with Member
States to identify needs and provides
support, as necessary,” said Dr Joy St.
John, Executive Director of CARPHA,
who joined the ceremony remotely from
the agency’s headquarters in Trinidad.
“The European Union has provided
support to aid CARPHA Member States’
national COVID-19 preparedness and

response and has financed the procurement of much needed medical supplies,
inclusive of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and Medical and Laboratory equipment. The provision of PPE
and test kits to Jamaica would not have
been possible without this support. The
PPE will help frontline workers stay
safe while performing their duties amid
the COVID-19 pandemic. The test kits
capable of producing 15,000 tests (250
tests per kit) will go a long way to help
Jamaica conduct tests expeditiously,
thus contributing to detecting infections
early,” she added.
Mr. Fredrik Ekfeldt, Chargé d’affaires a.i. European Union Delegation to
Jamaica stated “This supply of equipment is only one of the many interventions supported through our grant
funding with CARPHA. Additional
equipment and technical assistance form
part of a shared strategic approach,
aimed at strengthening the capacity of
public health systems in the region to
deliver quality and efficient health services.”
“The scientists tell us that vaccination of the majority of the population is
an absolute certainty to reduce the effects of this pandemic. I would like to
thank CARPHA for their continuous

Jamaica official receives the donation of PPE

work in public health with the countries
of the Caribbean region, and the Government of Jamaica for affording the EU

this opportunity to partner on this and
other interventions as together we fight
against COVID-19,” he said further.

St Lucia announces Vaxxed Mas in ‘22
The Cabinet of Ministers in Saint
Lucia has decided, after several consultations, that Carnival 2022 will be hosted
and dubbed ‘The Vaxxed Mas’. Carnival
2022 in Saint Lucia is based on approval
from the Ministry of Health according to
existing protocols.
The aim of The Vaxxed Mas is to
create a bubble to ensure the safety of
everyone involved, the general public
and Carnival patrons alike. Everyone
participating — revellers, patrons, support staff, and service providers — must
be fully vaccinated.
Dr Ernest Hilaire, Minister for
Tourism, Investment, Creative Industries, Culture and Information, said that,
as a Carnival enthusiast himself, it is important to build on the hard work and
dedication started by the people who
brought Carnival to where it is now.
“We have to ensure that we preserve
the health of Saint Lucia while creating
an economic activity for our people to
benefit from,” Dr Hilaire said.
With Carnival being a major part of
tourism in Saint Lucia, it brings in thousands of visitors to the island.
Dr Hilare said that a lot of people
use the Carnival season to showcase their
talents, and it is even more important
after the two-year hiatus to encourage

St Lucia Carnival will be called the Vaxxed Mas in 2022

them to continue doing so.
While Carnival will not take place
in its usual form, every possible measure

is being taken to ensure it keeps its true
spirit.
Strict protocols and guidelines will

be implemented and further plans will be
announced at a later date to ensure the
safety of everyone for Carnival 2022.
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No end to labour shortage in
tourism sector soon: JEF’s Wan
The labour shortage in the Business
Process Outsourcing (BPO) and hospitality sectors will not likely end anytime
soon and pay hikes may need to be considered in any effort to attract workers to
both industries, says Jamaica Employers'
Federation (JEF) President David Wan.
“Let's put it this way, both industries are going to face a little more in the
medium term before they can resolve
this,” he said on Monday.
Last week, Business Process Industry Association of Jamaica (BPIAJ) President Gloria Henry sounded the alarm
that the sector was having a challenge
finding suitable employees. She was
concerned that there were not enough
high school students with the three
Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC)
passes, at minimum, needed.
On Monday Wan said at least one
major player in the sector is now asking
for five CXC passes as it moves operations up the value chain.
“They're having much less candidates to interview out of the high school
system,” he said. “Only about half of all
the high school grads get the three CXCs
or more. And then that half is now reduced in terms of our talent pool because
some companies have moved up to five
CXCs.”
With the wages being offered in the
sector not attractive enough to lure overseas talent, the only option is local
labour, Wan said. It will take time, he
noted, to see an improvement in students'
performance. With demand outstripping
supply, more attractive salaries would
help lure workers. But that comes with
its own set of challenges.
“They may have to raise their
wages a little more, but it's a balancing

Labour shortage is affecting Jamaica’s tourism sector

act. If they raise the wages for the incoming employees to get more, they will
have to raise it for those who are already
there. Otherwise, you're gonna find a lot
of disgruntlement. So, for them, I don't
see an easy way out,” he said.
Meanwhile, in the tourism sector,
which has more flexibility in its CXC
passes requirements, the challenge is in
finding skilled workers — also not an
easy fix.
Earlier this year Tourism Minister
Edmund Bartlett said 50,000 skilled
workers would be needed for the winter
season. The season began on December
15 and the complaints have started to roll

in about a shortage of workers with certain skill sets.
Bartlett recently announced a database that will make it easier for job seekers and employers in the hospitality
sector to find each other. It is supposed
to become available in early 2022.
Wan said that was a “good start”,
but again spoke of the need to explore
the level of remuneration being offered.
“They might have to raise the
wages that they're paying… to solve the
labour problem as one of the elements of
a strategy. That's my view,” he said. “The
problem gets worse as you have more
skills required.”

With the hospitality sector just trying to get back on track after being pummelled by the novel coronavirus
pandemic, any effort to move the needle
on salaries is likely to be a hard sell.
“They'll probably say that they cannot afford it right now. But if the customers keep coming in and… you keep
getting money from the customer, you're
going to find a way to increase your pay
so you can attract the workers that you
need. That's just my thinking,” said Wan.
“So what counts is the business coming
in the front door. If there's plenty of business coming in, I suspect that will help
to solve the problem.”

PM: Observe Covid protocols for holidays
Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew
Holness is warning Jamaicans to adhere
to the COVID-19 protocols throughout
the Yuletide season, as the Government
hopes to return the country closer to normalcy in January.
Arguing that some citizens are of
the view that COVID-19 is no longer a
serious threat, Holness pointed to the
new Omicron COVID-19 variant which
has been described as being more infectious than the other variants of the virus.
"It is imperative that during the
Christmas season that whilst we try to
relive some festivities, (and) we try to be
with families and friends and move
about, we do so bearing in mind that
there is a new variant that is very infective, (and) that the threat of the pandemic is not over," he cautioned.
Holness was speaking during the
handing over of 19 medical oxygen concentrators to the health sector on Thurs-

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness

day. For the yuletide season, the Government has reduced the nightly curfew
hours, which will run from 10 pm to 5
am the following day.
On Christmas Eve and New Year's
Eve, the curfew hours will start at 1 am.
And even as several other virus
containment measures were relaxed and
the Government continues to build out
its resources to manage any impending
fourth coronavirus wave, Holness is imploring citizens to continue protecting
themselves from the virus.
"We want to be able to, come the
first of January, move closer to normalcy
with our schools and get people back to
work. That's very critical," he stressed.
"So even though we want to be festive, it cannot be total abandonment during festive season because we also need,
come (the) first of January, to move
closer to normalcy in our daily lives,"
asserted the prime minister.
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Windies U19s to host S/Africa
in four-match ODI series
THE West Indies Rising Stars
Under-19 team begins a four-match
Youth One-Day International (ODI) series versus South Africa Under-19s on
Boxing Day.
The teams will play four 50-over
matches in St Vincent and the
Grenadines from December 26 to January 3 at Arnos Vale Stadium and Cumberland Playing Field.
Both teams arrived in St Vincent
on Monday. They are using the series as
preparation for the ICC Men’s Under19 Cricket World Cup which bowls off
in the West Indies from January 14 to
February 5 in Antigua and Barbuda, St
Kitts and Nevis, Guyana and TT.
West Indies head coach Floyd
Reifer believes the series serves as good
preparation ahead of the World Cup.
A statement issued by CWI on
Monday said, “It’s great for us to have
these matches as part of the build-up to
the World Cup. We are really looking
forward to this series against South
Africa, as we are at the stage where it is
important for the squad to play together,
to see players in various roles, see how
they respond to situations and how well
they execute the plans we put in place.”
He added, “It is for us to also make

West Indies Under 19 players celebrate a win recently

sure we get the team going well together
and have synergy, so the players fully
understand each other. This is very cru-

cial for us as we look to build the team
energy and the team culture. I can’t
stress enough how vital these matches

are, and we will be taking them very seriously.”
Harper thanked the government
and Cricket Association of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines for working with
their operations and medical teams over
the past week to put things in place for
them to get some much-needed playing
time in the middle.
The ICC Men’s Under-19 Cricket
World Cup will feature 16 teams in 48
matches. The teams include defending
champions Bangladesh, England,
Canada and the United Arab Emirates
(Group A), with debutants Uganda
placed in Group B alongside India,
South Africa and Ireland.
Group C comprises Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Zimbabwe and Papua
New Guinea and Group D sees host
West Indies, Australia and Sri Lanka
and Scotland.
Match Schedule
December 26: 1st Youth ODI at
Cumberland Playing Field
December 28: 2nd Youth ODI at
Arnos Vale Stadium
December 30: 3rd Youth ODI at
Cumberland Playing Field
January 3: 4th Youth ODI at Arnos
Vale Stadium

CWI to recruit new selection panel
CRICKET WEST Indies (CWI)
will begin a new recruitment process
for the new men's team selection panel
in January, as lead selector Roger
Harper and fellow selector Miles Bascombe would not have their contracts
renewed.
Harper, Bascombe and team coach
Phil Simmons formed the selection
panel for the past two years, but they
came underr fire from past players and
fans after the West Indies' disappointing
performance at the recent ICC T20
World Cup in the United Arab Emirates.
Harper, the former Guyana and
West Indies all-rounder, and Bascombe,
the ex-Windward Islands opening batsman, had their contracts extended until
December 31, 2021. But, in a media release issued on Saturday morning, CWI
announced that Simmons will head an
interim selection panel, along with the
captains in the respective formats.
CWI's Director of Cricket, Jimmy
Adams, who will oversee the recruitment process, said, “We want to thank
Roger and Miles for their work and
dedicated services to West Indies
cricket in the last two years, as members of the men’s selection panel.

West Indies selectors will be replaced under a new recruitment process

"Selecting West Indies teams for
international competition is a very challenging and assignment, and both gentlemen performed their roles with
transparency and dignity,” added the
former Jamaica and West Indies cap-

tain.
Harper, who also served as WI
team coach in the early-2000s, thanked
CWI "for the opportunity to serve West
Indies cricket in the role of lead selector
and I wish the organisation the very

best for the future. "I would also like to
thank all those whose efforts and cooperation helped me to perform my role
efficiently. Special thanks to Miles for
his professionalism and teamwork. God
bless.”
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December 2021

Dear Friends:
I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings and best wishes to
the readers of Equality newspaper.
For 40 years, Equality has been a trusted source of information for
the Caribbean, South Asian, and Guyanese communities. This
milestone offers a wonderful opportunity to reflect upon your achievements and to
set goals for the future. I would like to commend everyone associated with the
newspaper for their commitment to fostering fellowship in the community. You can
take pride in your contributions to our vibrant, pluralistic society.
I would also like wish you all happy holiday season. This time of the year, which is
filled with joy, light and love, reminds us to show kindness and compassion to our
fellow humans, both at home and around the world. Let us all give thanks for
everything that unites us as we look ahead with hope and optimism.
On behalf of the Government of Canada, my children and Sophie, I wish you all the
best in the coming year.
Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada
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