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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
Happy Birthday.
MORE VACCINES: Minister Hugh Todd and Major Matignol SaintLot, the Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army, hold one of the hampers distributed by the Salvation Army on Monday. The charity distributed
300 hampers to the less fortunate at its Alexander Street location and is planning to visit several institutions across the country in the coming days to spread
Christmas cheer. According to Major Matignol Saint-Lot, Divisional Commander of the Salvation Army, the COVID-19 pandemic has made it tough
for the charitable organisation to acquire funds. He said that despite the setback, they were still able to get enough to prepare the hampers. Minister of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Hugh Todd, who was the special guest speaker at the distribution exercise, took some time to share with
the attendees some background information about the organisation.

PRESIDENT FETES THE MILITARY: Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali is
pictured with members of the Guyana Defence Force at their annual Chirstmas
luncheon, where he told them his Government will make the necessary investments
in a number of army bases around the country to improve their technological capabilities, with the aim of advancing the educational development of the ranks.Since
becoming President last year, President Ali has been pushing tertiary-level educational development among the ranks. DPI PHOTO
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TAKUTU BASIN

SUBSECTOR BEST PROSPECT

Located in the southwestern area of Guyana and of which, CANACOL/TOGI, a
joint Canadian and Guyanese partnership has that concession. The CANACOL
comprises at least 75% of the Takutu basin. The Karanambo-1 well drilled there in
1982 by Home Oil Company, was the best prospect drilled within this basin. Located
in south western Guyana, a small amount of light crude was accrued. Tests conducted
on samples from Karanambo-1 found that the oil is of good quality (42API) and is of a
“sweet” variety, containing less than 0.5% hydrogen sulphide.

Oil and Gas exploration.

Development of wind and solar farms.

Development of micro grids for
outlaying regions.

Energy efficient technologies.

Development of hydropower.

Installation, extension and upgrading of
distribution networks or provision of electricity.

EQUALITY NEWS

ENERGY
PROSPECTUS

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT AND
INCENTIVES
It should be noted that fiscal incentives for developers, such as tax and excise duty
exemptions for renewable electricity equipment and corporation tax holidays for importers
of items for wind and solar energy investments have also been developed. Also, selective
renewable energy machinery and equipment have been exempted from import duty and
value-added tax (VAT).
Legislation has also been amended to remove import duty and (VAT) on compact
fluorescent lamps and LED lamps to incentivize and motivate energy efficient behaviour.
Several incentives have also been instituted to promote energy efficiency in the transport
sector including tax exemption and tax reductions on newer vehicles with smaller engines,
tax reductions for hybrid and electric vehicles, tax exemptions for the installation of electric
vehicle charging stations and for transporting biofuels.

OPPORTUNITIES

FISCAL REGIMES
1 Onshore and offshore oil exploration.

8

Development of “min and maxi
hydro-plants” and energy farms.

9

Significant potential for
hydropower.

10

Equipment for wind far
development.

2 Complete the Amaila Hydro-project.
Produce in excess of 200 MW in the
3 interim from natural gas (gas to shore
project).
Expand the hinterland electrification
program.

4

5 Replace and upgrade solar panels in
the hinterland.
Take urgent action to improve and
6
upgrade the national grid.
Develop micro grids for large
7
hinterland villages.

Other additional competitive fiscal incentives that may continue to feature within the
Petroleum Sharing Agreement are as follows:
Licence for its Liza Production Project in Guyana 75% cost recovery ceiling for
Contractor
50% profit share ceiling for Contractor

11 Importation and installation of
solar panels.

Major tax obligations of Contractor satisfied through government’s profit share

12 Provision of drilling and
seismological equipment.

Duty free concessions on certain imports and in particular, equipment for petroleum
operations during the exploration period.

13

Training on extractive industry
topics to GOG officials.

GUYANA OFFICE FOR INVESTMENT
Guyana...the Gateway to Opportunities

190 Camp & Church Streets, Georgetown, Guyana, South America
Tel: +592-225-0658, 227-0653 | Fax: +592 225 0655
 goinvest@goinvest.gov.gy  www.goinvest.gov.gy  goinvest

HIGHLIGHTS
To date, the gross recoverable resources now estimates more than 9.0
billion oil-equivalent barrels discovered offshore.

2

One of the most significant finds in recent years.

1

Over 92% of the country’s energy needs are met with imported fuel.

3

With the development of Guyana’s embryonic energy sector, a plethora
of opportunities are anticipated to emerge in 2021 and beyond.

2

The largest current renewable source of electricity is biomass from sugarcane.

3

Guyanese businesses to capitalize upon the formation of synergies
with other international and regional organizations.

Bio mass already accounts for significant electricity.

4

4

Petroleum products constituted about a third of total import bills between 2008-2017.

5

Guyana is poised to experience an economic ‘boom’ in the medium to
long term outlook.

5

Guyana’s energy generation is largely fossil fuel-based, coming from plants utilizing
heavy fuel oil.

6

Significant amount of direct employment for Guyanese by the
multinational oil companies such as ExxonMobil.

6

Cost of electricity is USD 0.32 per KWH.

7

There will be a surge in demand for support goods and services, and
thus the creation of indirect employment.

8

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in its 2019 Article IV report on
Guyana has projected a growth of 26 percent in real GDP for 2020 and
annual real GDP growth will be in excess of 13% over the next four (4)
years.

9

The increase in oil production estimates that government revenues
could start in the range of $270 million in 2020 and reach $10 billion
annually by the end of the decade.
The formulation of a local content panel was completed, which
includes and is led by private sector leaders.

11

Approximately 3739 persons employed in the oil and gas sector.

ENERGY
1

Estimated mean oil and gas reserves stand at more than 13.6 billion barrels of
oil and 32 trillion cubic feet of gas.

2

ExxonMobil made its first discovery in May 2015 and began oil production
in December 2019 from its Liza 1 development project.

3

In January 2020, ExxonMobil announced an increase from six to more than
eight billion oil equivalent barrels subsequent to its sixteenth oil discovery.

4

To date, a total of nineteen oil discoveries were made in Guyana’s exclusive
economic zone.

5

Hess Corporation revealed that the current break-even price for Liza 1 oil is
USD35 per barrel and is poised to decline.

6

Guyana’s offshore development remains competitive for the global market and
is an attractive investment opportunity.

7

Exxon’s Liza 1 has a designed production capacity of 120,000 barrels per day.

8

The proposed Liza 2 project has a designed production capacity
of 220,000 barrels per day with expected start-up
ranging from mid to late 2022. The Payara project,
Exxon’s third development project.

Dr. Peter R. Ramsaroop, MBA

Minister of Natural Resources
Co-operative Republic of Guyana

Chief Investment Ofﬁcer and
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer, G-Invest

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) 's
critical objective is to develop, implement and
oversee policies for the responsible exploration,
sustainable development, and utilization of
Guyana's natural resources to advance our
economic growth and national prosperity.
Under the new administration, the Department
of Energy is now being supervised by the
Ministry of Natural Resources. Although
oil exploration and production remain the
main focus for this emerging sector, the
Government of Guyana will be pursuing the
option of utilizing natural gas extracted from
the reservoirs as an alternative for power
generation on-shore.
Hence, under the guidance of the Government
of Guyana, the Ministry of Natural Resources
will continue to concentrate on strengthening
the sector's overall work and ease of doing
business. As it embraces the responsibility for
the new oil and gas sector, there is significant
focus on developing the legislative framework,
which would see every success for the country
and the citizens.
Therefore, as we progress, the Ministry of
Natural Resources is committed to ensuring
accountability and transparency within the
sector. Moreover, the Ministry remains
committed to engaging and supporting our
human resources, stakeholders, communities,
and investors in meaningful ways, while
considering avenues to expand the natural
resources' portfolio. The government aims to
strengthen local and international partnerships,
facilitating more vital collaboration and access
to training and capacity building to assist the
Ministry and potential investors in achieving
its goals and objectives, and ensuring that
all Guyanese can benefit from the Nation's
Resources.

The world is facing a growing energy
consumption, and fossil fuels will continue to
play a significant part in the energy mix for
many years to come. Guyana is positioned
as the newest oil-producing country globally
and is set to transform Guyana's economy.
ExxonMobil has made its 18th discovery
offshore Guyana at the Redtail-1 well, which
will add to the previously announced estimated
recoverable resource of more than 9 billion
oil-equivalent barrels on the Stabroek Block.
Oil and gas projects offer massive potential
in Guyana, not just in terms of production,
but in the wide variety of employment
opportunities, it creates for Guyanese citizens,
significant financial resources, and numerous
transformational opportunities for investors.
These investments' scale represents a significant
business opportunity, especially for businesses
involved in this sector and those providing
support services. We're seeking investors to
develop a mix of energy projects to generate an
additional 400MW of installed capacity. There
will be an installation of a natural gas plant,
pursuing hinterland electrification, including
through the provision of mini-grids for large
hinterland communities.
The Amalia Falls Hydroelectric Project
will commence. Guyana is one of the best
investment destinations globally and is looking
forward to partnering with the private sector,
including foreign investors, in these and other
energy projects. The time to visit Guyana
is now. We encourage you all to explore the
possibilities and become a part of this economic
transformation of Guyana.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
RENEWABLE

1

10

Hon. Vickram Bharrat, MP

COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGE
1

Guyana’s geographic location in
South America which places it at an
advantage in terms of access routes to
the rest of the world is an important
factor.

2

Additionally, Guyana has
good governance and strong
political leadership and stability.

3

Attractive Incentives.

WHY INVEST?
Vast Oil and
Gas Potential

Environmental
Regulatons

Attractive
Incentives

Digital Geological
data easily available

GOVERNMENT STRATEGY
A framework for proper management
of the resource

Securing benefits
for Guyanese

Transparency and accountability

ONSHORE GUYANA BASIN
The deepest part of the southern “boundary” is some 150 miles from the Guyanese coastline.
NABI Oil and Gas Inc. and ON ENERGY Inc. companies have concessions within this
part of the Basin. Thirteen (13) wells have been drilled within this part of the basin from
1916 to present day. Only Rose Hall-1 drilled in 1941 and Drill-1 in 1967 had oil shows.
The eastern part of the onshore Guyana basin has the largest thickness of sediments
reaching some 2,500 m. It should also be noted that the gas found on the coast is nearly all
biogenic, with a very small area yielding thermogenic gas. Areas within this part of the basin
are still available for exploration, and continues to attract prospective investors at this time.
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It’s a myth that Omicron is mild,
says head of Science Table
The head of Ontario's Science Advisory Table is urging people to stop
their "wishful thinking" when it comes
to the Omicron coronavirus variant,
adding that any suggestion that the
COVID-19 variant causes milder illness
is a "myth."
"This is historical. This is unprecedented. This week Omicron will become the dominant variant in the
province... People cannot imagine the
sheer scale of what we are talking about
here. It is really challenging," Dr. Peter
Jüni, the head of the province's Science
Advisory Table.
According to the science table, the
effective reproductive (RT) number for
Omicron in Ontario is now 4.1, meaning
that every 100 new Omicron cases will
go on to generate 410 secondary infections. All other previous variants of the
virus combined have an RT value of
1.32.
'I think those discussions need to
happen now,'
The doubling time for Omicron in
Ontario is now projected to be every
three days, according to the Science Advisory Table.

A child gets a Covid 19 vaccine at a clinic in Toronto

It is now estimated that about 30.8
per cent of all new cases involve the
Omicron variant.
"This variant here is so absolutely
infectious now... This will reach every
single person. Statistically speaking,
there will be very few lucky ones," Jüni
said.
"Once everybody has reached immunity, the game probably will change
a bit. I would expect 2022, somewhere
in spring, to change but first we need to

get there and right now it grows very explosively."
He called the suggestion that the
variant causes more mild illness than
previous strains a "myth."
"There is a myth out there that it's
mild. We need to address this myth
now," he said.
Jüni said some believe that early
data from South Africa indicates that the
variant of concern causes milder illness
but he was quick to point out some

major differences between South Africa
and Ontario.
"First of all, in South Africa, we
only have about seven per cent of the
population who are completely non-immune. All of those other people have either experienced infection, or
vaccination, or both. We have about 30
per cent of the adults there who are immunological super humans because they
actually were infected plus received two
doses of the vaccine," he said.
"When you think about our situation, we have about 20 per cent of the
population completely non-immune and
we only have very few people, 10 per
cent, who received their third dose or
two doses and an infection. That's the
difference we are talking about."
Jüni added that the median age in
South Africa is about 27, compared to
44 in Ontario.
“Age is the most important risk
factor,” he said. “So we need forget
about wishful thinking here with mild
disease. We simply don't know.”
Starting today, everyone aged 50
and older can book their third dose of a
COVID-19 vaccine.

Mel Lastman remembered fondly after passing
Former Toronto mayor and businessman Mel
Lastman was remembered Monday as a larger-thanlife man who loved his family, community and city.
Lastman, who had a career in municipal government that spanned three decades, died on Saturday at the age of 88. Family members paid tribute to
him at a funeral service in his beloved city.
His son, Dale Lastman, said his father's health
deteriorated greatly after his mother died on Jan. 1,
2020.
“I only know that my dad's love for my mom
was so strong, so powerful, that he really could not
bear the thought of living one single moment without
her,” he said at the funeral.
“My dad stopped living on Jan. 1. He was physically healthy, but his mental faculties began to deteriorate almost immediately and progressed with
alarming speed.”
Dale Lastman went on to describe his father as
“a largely uneducated man who started with absolutely nothing except a dream.”
Mel Lastman, a high school drop-out, owned
and ran Bad Boy - a furniture store known for its
tagline “Who's better than Bad Boy? Nobody!” - be-

Former Toronto Mayor Mel Lastman died on Saturday at the age of 88

fore he shifted his focus to politics in 1972.
His other son, Blayne Lastman, said Monday
even as a kid he long dreamed of reopening Bad Boy,
and 30 years after doing so, is happy that he did.
“I opened a new relationship with my dad that
I didn't know existed. He worked with me, gave me
hell many times and the odd time, compliments,”
Blayne Lastman said.

“He had an energy about him that was infectious and contagious.”
Blayne Lastman added that family came first
for his father, who shared several life lessons with
his children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
“My father taught us that nothing and no one is
too big or too small,” he said.

Guyana and the Caribbean
are open for visitors! Book
your travel now
Equality Travel 416-759-2359

THURSDAY DECEMBER 16 2021

6

EQUALITY NEWS

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stop the
games,
AG
Williams
Being cautious

The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

of all Members of Parliament present re-

eral We
Basilwere
Williams
to file twoweren’t
appeals of
all hoping,
the
decision
by
Chief
Justice
Roxanne
we, for a normal Christmas season

Legal minds everywhere have said that

gardless
they
are present
or not.
The
trust
in ifthe
scientists
and
follow
chief
justice
concluded
that
an
absolute
matheir instructions.
George-Wiltshire’s
that last
De-of
jorityWhat
is 33. they’re telling us is that
this
year, after thefindings
restrictive
one
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
Asifsuch,
she doubled
ruled, the motion
waswe
con2020.
even
we’re
vaxxed,
government
was
constitutional,
is
grasping
stitutionally
allowed,
and
therefore
legal.
With the vaccination rate above still need to add an extra layer of
at
straws.
This means that
Granger
government
80 % and the opportunity to achieve protection
by the
getting
a third
shot,
Honourable
Chief Justice
Roxmust abide bycalled
the constitution,
which says
herd“The
immunity
at hand,
we really
commonly
the booster.
anne George-Wiltshire
erred and
misdithey must
down
andway
call elections
thought
that 2021 would
be differThisstep
is the
only
we might
rected
herself
in
law
when
she
ruled
that
within
90
days
of
the
date
of
the
no confient.
be able to avoid getting infected
or
the motion
no-confidence
a dividence vote,
21, 2018.
Covid,ofhowever,
hasupon
other
really
sickwhich
fromwas
theDecember
new variant.
sion vote
33:32
members
National
ItYes,
is reasonable
to expect
that the and
ideas,
andofhas
forced
us of
to the
press
we know
it’s tiresome,
Assembly
was
validly
passed
as
the
requiGranger
administration,
which
is sworn
to
pause on any get-togethers for the
the idea of lining up for yet
another
site majority
all the elected
members of
uphold theisconstitution,
abide
it,
holidays
by of
sending
the Omicron
vaccine
somethingwill
that
notbya lot
the National
pursuant to article
now
its bid
hasto
variant
our Assembly,
way.
of
usthat
want
to to
do.overturn
But ifthe
wevote
want
106 This
(6) of variant
the constitution,”
the
Attorney
been
found
lacking.
is said to be the
stay safe and healthy, and enjoy our
General
contends
in
his
appeal.
If it fails
to doatso,
it becomes
an illegal
fastest spreading one yet, with an
holidays
with
least
our own
imIn her decision,
CJ George-Wiltshire
administration.
unusually
high infection
rate. This
mediate
families safely, it’s someexplained
thatthough
in gettingwe
a majority,
one
Thewe
move
by Williams,
therefore,
means
even
think we’re
thing
have
to consider.
side must acquire
moreOmicron
than the other
seemsAs
to usual,
us just another
attempt toare
forestall
untouchable
by one
Covid,
is
the naysayers
side. An in
absolute
majority,
said, as
the inevitable
a desperate
bid do
to hold
waiting
the wings
to she
remind
us
claiming
thatin the
vaccines
not on
specified
by
the
constitution,
is
a
majority
to
power.
we’re still in the midst of a global
work, that all sorts of unscientific
pandemic.
cures from bleach to horse medicine
As we’ve done before -- well,
provide better protection. And we
most of us anyway -- we have to
urge you to ignore this advice from

bring them into disrepute.

the
government
has noto
ground
to standtheir
on
people
who seem
be getting
via
this
latest
appeal.
All
it
is
doing
is
dragown from social media instead of

They hasn’t
may think
arethat
strategic
media
yetthese
gone
far, but
moves,
but
the
drama
is
being
seen
by the
its proponents are using basically

ging
countrywho
through
political
uncerfromthepeople
have
science
to

international
community
for what it is: a
the same scare
tactics.

tainty
a time
when clear leadership is
back atthem
up.

desperate
hold
power.
The
At attempt
the endtoof
theonto
day,
however,

needed
move thewe
nation
forward
terms
Ofto course
cannot
tellinyou
of
dealing
withbut
its own
oil econwhat
to do,
can fledgling
advise you
to

global
community
communicated
as
we must
brace has
ourselves
and do
much
Guyana government.
whattoisthenecessary
for the greater

omy,
well
the international crisis in
listenasto
theasexperts.

To add
themeans
woes, the
Guyana
Elecgood.
If to
this
taking
a third

Venezuela,
One right
onlynext
hasdoor.
to look at the toll
Security
issues
at
home
are the
also globe
paraother pandemics took on

tions
Commission,
vaccine,
then soheaded
be it.by a geriatric
chairman
who has
beengo
in ill
now
Indeed,
we’ll
sohealth,
far toispre-

mount,
crime seeming
to be on fightan
to see with
the difference
between

saying
that the
agency
willnot
notbe
be our
prepared
dict that
a third
will
last,

ever-increasing
thatinformation,
includes the
tobecause
hold elections
until
July
four months
ing back withtrajectory
educated
Covid
will
be– with
us for a
shooting
last
week
of
one
of
Guyana’s
most
after
it
is
constitutionally
due.
as opposed to street talk.
while and may require regular shots
celebrated
Dr Brianbetter
O’Toole,
The expatriates,
bubonic plague,

of like
the agency
was
to Since
wardthe
it chairman
off, much
the annual
and
murders
that areDeath,
happening
almost
known
as Black
killed
an es- handpicked
flu shot. by the Granger administration,
every
day.
we
have
openly is
wonder
whetherhowever,
this,
timated 50 million people in the
If tohistory
our guide,
AG Williams
and President
Granger
is another
delaying tactic
by the
govMiddle
Ages because
there
was no too,
Covid
will eventually
play
itself
might
alsoatbethe
accused
to buy time ernment.
science
timeoftotrying
understand
out, much like the plague did. And
to
use
the
offices
they
hold
to
try
to
disIt’s timejust
to stop
the games
what it was, and to fight back.
maybe,
maybe,
thenand
wecall
canthe
credit Street
any opposition
theyled
may
at the
now. look forward to normal
talk then
toface
many
in- elections
once again
polls,
including
the brutally
state-controlled
Guyana’s
hardand
fought
for, is
nocent
peopleusing
being
killed
times
withdemocracy,
our families
friends.
media
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tactics
to
at
stake.
because they were thought to be
In the meantime, as you get set
agents of the Devil who sent the
to celebrate the holidays, if you do,
plague on mankind.
please be careful and be safe.
Today’s street talk on social

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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Dear Friends,
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After success in Trinidad, Chuck E
Cheese expands to Guyana, Suriname
The success of the Trinidad operators of the Chuck E. Cheese franchise,
has encouraged the global family entertainment brand to expand into Guyana
and Suriname.
In a release last weekend, the franchise announced intentions to drive international
expansion
and
has
successfully signed development agreements in three new countries across
South America and in the Middle East.
“Investors and entrepreneurs continue to recognize Chuck E. Cheese as a
high ROI opportunity within their local
markets,” said Arun Barnes, COO &
SVP of international development for
CEC Entertainment in the release.
“With a unique business model that
is unmatched in the Family Entertainment Center (FEC) landscape, we are the
brand that can have an immediate impact
in almost any country around the globe,
while providing a reliable cash flow for
franchise partners who have a passion
for family entertainment,” Barnes added.
The release stated, “One of the
most effective avenues of growth is
through existing franchisees who see
success in their own regions, such as
franchise partner Joanna Rostant of Yay!
Entertainment in Trinidad & Tobago
who has signed to expand the brand
through sub franchising into Guyana and
Suriname.”
The franchise confirmed the first
site at Suriname is under construction
and scheduled to open in the first half of
2022.
Rostant said, “We are thrilled to
partner through a sub franchise arrangement with Sasja Lie Pauw Sam and his
team at Blue Falcon N.V. to bring the joy
of Chuck E. Cheese to families in Suriname. We note with confidence Suriname’s recent discovery of substantial

One of the Chuck E Cheese outlets in Chaguanas, Trinidad. The brand is opening soon in Guyana and Suriname

volumes of hydrocarbons, and in keeping with the recent IMF forecasts, believe that Suriname will experience
strong positive economic growth in the
next couple of years. For these and other
socio-economic reasons, we believe that
the world’s leading family entertainment
brand will be thoroughly enjoyed by
children and families in Suriname.”
Barnes added, “It makes sense for
Caribbean markets, and we are thrilled
that Joanna’s strong operating model has
positioned her company well to achieve
and lead this exciting expansion. We

look forward to her success in Suriname,
and later in Guyana,”
The expansion into these market is
part of the rapid ongoing international
expansion of the brand already announced in new regions like Egypt, Morocco, Romania and Kuwait, and sets
Chuck E. Cheese on track to have over
100 international locations by 2022.In
addition to the Caribbean, Chuck E.
Cheese has also partnered with new franchise partners, Benchmark Hospitality
Services, to expand new locations across
Qatar throughout the next few years.

“Working with the CEC International team is a pleasure,” said Yanni
Jouaneh, franchise owner and CEO of
Benchmark Hospitality Services. “They
have great systems and processes to support international franchising, and our
business feasibility survey of the brand
showcased a unique opportunity to bring
in a highly profitable brand into Qatar’s
exciting market landscape. There is no
other brand that offers a great mix of
games, food, entertainment and birthday
parties. Qatari families with kids will
soon experience the joy.”

Ontario recruiting immigrants for business
Ontario is recruiting 100 international entrepreneurs to start or grow
businesses in regions outside of the
Greater Toronto Area that have been
hit hard by pandemic job losses
through the Entrepreneur Stream of the
Ontario Immigrant Nominee Program
(OINP). This initiative will create
more local jobs in a variety of sectors
including information technology, life
sciences, and tourism while bringing
new investments to cities and towns
often overlooked by entrepreneurs.
Through this two-year project, international entrepreneurs will be able
to purchase or start new companies,
hire local workers and drive economic
growth in their new communities.
"As we continue to build back
better, we want people across Ontario
– no matter where they live – to find

rewarding, well-paying careers in their
communities," said Monte McNaughton, Minister of Labour, Training and Skills Development. "Our
government is working for workers
and spreading the jobs and opportunities that entrepreneurs bring to every
corner of our province, not just our big
cities."
Each entrepreneur who is selected
will be required to invest a minimum
of $200,000 into their business – generating at least $20 million for Ontario’s economy. The project will
prioritize applications from entrepreneurs looking to start or grow their
business outside of the GTA, especially in communities hit hard by job
losses resulting from COVID-19.
Although the Entrepreneur Stream
of the Ontario Immigrant Nominee

Program was initially established in
2015, only two nominations have been
made to date. To improve this program,
this project will better support entrepreneurs that apply and help connect
them with business opportunities that
best fit them.
In 2021, over 100,000 immigrants
have been granted permanent residency status by the federal government. Only 8,600 were nominated
through the Ontario Immigrant Nominee Program. To better fill critical
labour shortages and drive economic
growth, Minister McNaughton has
called on the federal government to
double Ontario’s allocation in 2022.
Through the entrepreneur project,
applicants will be able to be nominated
for permanent residence once their
business has been operating in Ontario

for 18-20 months.
Ontario has again requested the
federal government to double its current nomination allocation for 2022 to
support economic growth and drive
new jobs and investment to the
province.
This work builds on the government efforts to attract top talent and investment to the province by:
• improving the nomination
process for applicants to the Ontario
Immigrant Nominee Program with an
expression of interest system
• helping businesses in small and
rural communities attract and retain
skilled workers
• making it easier for internationally-trained individuals to practice in
regulated professions.
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Outrage after Quebec teacher
removed from class for hijab
The removal of a Canadian teacher
for wearing a hijab in the classroom has
sparked widespread condemnation of a
controversial law in the province of Quebec, which critics say unfairly targets
ethnic minorities under the pretext of
secularism.
Fatemeh Anvari, a third-grade
teacher in the town of Chelsea, was told
earlier this month that she would no
longer be allowed to continue in the role
because her headwear ran afoul of Bill
21, a law passed in 2019.
Under the measure, public servants
in “positions of authority” – including
police officers, lawyers, judges and
teachers – are barred from wearing religious symbols such as turbans, kippahs
and hijabs.
But the law has an outsized impact
on Muslim women and in schools in the
province, where 74.5% of teachers are
women.
“This is not about my article of
clothing. This is a bigger issue … I don’t
want this to be a personal thing because
that won’t do any good to anyone,” Anvari told CTV News. “I want this to be
something in which we all think about
how big decisions affect other lives.”
Anvari’s dismissal has prompted

protests at her school, where students
and staff put up green ribbons and
posters in support of her.
The decision to remove Anvari
from the classroom, and to reassign her
to a literacy project on diversity and inclusion, has also led to frustration from
federal politicians.
On Monday, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said no one should lose their job
because of their religion – but refused to
intervene, saying he didn’t want to create
a fight between Quebec and the federal
government.
Trudeau said it was important “to
ensure that it is Quebecers themselves
who deeply disagree with the fact that
someone can lose their job because of
their religion”.
New Democratic party leader Jagmeet Singh said Anvari’s abilities as a
teacher were never in doubt, but “because of the way she looked and they
way she dressed, she’s no longer able to
teach these kids. That is everything that
is wrong with this bill.”
Conservative MP Kyle Seeback described Anvari’s dismissal as “an absolute disgrace”.
While Conservative leader Erin
O’Toole said he disagrees with the law,

Students left a note of support for
Ms Fatameh

he told reporters he respects provincial
jurisdiction and believes Bill 21 is “an
issue that is best left for Quebecers to decide”.
Federal leaders have been wary of
angering voters in Quebec by taking too
strong a stand against the law.
In Quebec, where the measure has

popular support, political leaders defended Bill 21.
“The reason this teacher doesn’t
have a job is because she didn’t respect
the law,” said Pascal Bérubé, the Parti
Québécois’s critic on secularism. “The
law is for everyone. She tried to make a
statement wearing a hijab.”
Premier Francois Legault called
Bill 21 “a reasonable law” adding that
Anvari should not have been hired in the
first place.
Workers hired before March 2019
are still permitted to wear religious symbols at work. But because Anvari became a substitute teaching last spring
and signed a new contract in October,
she is barred from wearing a hijab in the
classroom.
Trudeau has said federal intervention would be unlikely to have much effect, given Quebec’s ability to invoke a
constitutional override power known as
the “notwithstanding clause” which protects the province from claims that it violates rights protected by Canada’s
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
English-language schools in the
province have fought the law and recently lost a court challenge preventing
the bill from going into effect.
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Opposition party welcomes choice
of Vishnu Persaud as GECOM boss
THE Alliance For Change (AFC)
has welcomed the selection of Vishnu
Persaud to be the new Chief Elections
Officer (CEO) at the Guyana Elections
Commission (GECOM).
“We thank the commission for
reaching a decision and appreciate that
the task must have been arduous, and the
process, divisive,” the AFC said in a
statement issued on Saturday.
The political party, which is part of
a coalition with the A Partnership for National Unity (APNU), said: “At the end
of the day, a decision had to be made so
that we can start the process of rebuilding trust and confidence in the electoral
system and Guyana’s democracy.
“As a prerequisite to rebuilding the

credibility of the system, we must have
a new voters’ list – purged of all the contaminants of the past, and then, go on to
hold Local Government Elections that
are truly representative of the wishes of
the people.”
Guyanese and people the world
over watched last year as the country’s
democracy, a sacred tenet of society, was
threatened by the actions of the
APNU+AFC coalition administration in
the aftermath of the March 2, 2020 elections.
The electorate, after casting their
votes on March 2, 2020, had to endure
an unimaginable wait for the results of
the General and Regional Elections, as
they witnessed alleged unlawful acts and
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a slew of legal challenges.
During this time, the patience of the
electorate was tested, as they observed
purported attempts by the then incumbent APNU+AFC coalition to rip the
democratic fabric of the nation with
“delay tactics” which were openly criticised by a wide section of society.
After the conclusion of the elections, which resulted in a victory for the
People’s
Progressive
Party/Civic
(PPP/C), GECOM dismissed several key
officers who were purportedly involved
in attempts to skew the outcome of the
elections. Among those who were dismissed were former CEO, Keith Lowenfield, and Deputy CEO, Roxanne Myers.
Persaud was selected to fill the vacant post during a meeting among the
GECOM commissioners, on Friday. He
bested Jamaica-born Leslie Harrow, who
was also interviewed for the top
GECOM post. The duo was extracted by
the commission from an initial shortlist
of six candidates submitted to GECOM
Chairman Justice (Ret’d), Claudette
Singh last week.
It was Justice Singh’s vote, on Friday, which effectively broke the inevitable tie between GECOM’s three
PPP/C-appointed commissioners and
three APNU+AFC-appointed commissioners.
“Chairperson of the Guyana Elections Commission, Justice Claudette
Singh, in justifying the reasons for endorsing the successful applicant, posited
that having heard the commissioners and
having read the endorsement of the former Chairman Dr. Steve Surujbally, she
is of the view that Mr Persaud has acquired institutional knowledge, having
been employed with GECOM for seventeen (17) years,” GECOM said in a release.
The release quoted Persaud’s extensive background with the elections body,
which began with his appointment as
Public Relations Officer in the early
2000s.
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Guyana surpasses WHO’s country
COVID-19 vaccination mandate
GUYANA has surpassed the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO) mandate
of inoculating 40 per cent of the population with a COVID-19 vaccine by December, 2021.
Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony, said Guyana has thus far fully
vaccinated 39.6 per cent of the population. That percentage is expected to increase by the end of the year.
“So, you have a percentage of our
population that we are not vaccinating
as yet because of one, unavailability of
the vaccine and secondly, in that low age
category there is no vaccine available.
Nevertheless, we’re at 56.3 per cent coverage for our population.”
So far, Guyana had been able to
vaccinate 435,085 people with a first
dose, representing over 56 per cent of
the population.
Even though Guyana’s vaccinated
percentage is relatively high, it is the en-

Guyana Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony

tire population of 772,975 people that is
being considered. However, vaccines

are only available for 512,983 people
due to age eligibility, which means only

107,547 individuals who are eligible to
take a COVID vaccine, have not.
The data shows that 79 per cent of
the eligible population have taken a
stance against the spread of COVID-19
and have gotten the first dose of a vaccine, while 55.7 per cent of that amount
have returned for the second shot.
To further protect the population
from the damaging effects of the disease, government has already begun the
rollout of booster shots for persons 50
years and older, those 18 years and older
with a comorbidity and other adults.
Meanwhile, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle
Bachelet said “inequalities have fuelled
the pandemic, and continue to do so,”
and further added that by December 1,
barely eight per cent of adults had received one dose of vaccine in low-income families, compared to 65 per cent
in high-income countries.

Trade between Guyana, Canada tops $400M
WITH the vast local resources
available, Guyana has continued to rake
in millions of dollars from the export
sector, which has significantly improved
not just the country’s economic activities, but also its relations with other
states.
Guyana and Canada, trade partners
since 1966, have continued to build a
mutually beneficial trade partnership;
this was evident by the CAN$477 million in trade between Guyana and
Canada in 2020.
This figure was disclosed by Chairman of the Canada-Guyana Chamber of
Commerce, Anand Beharry, during a
‘Cocktails and Conversations’ networking event at the Canadian High Commissioner’s
official
residence
in
Georgetown on Thursday evening.
According to Canada’s High Commissioner to Guyana, Mark Berman,
Canada is committed to benefitting from
the vast number of resources available
here and plans to continue investing in
Guyana through its investments and import sectors.
Guyana’s main exports are sugar,
gold, bauxite, aluminum, rice, shrimp,
and timber, and the main export partners
are Canada (28 per cent of total exports),
the United States (17 per cent), the

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

United Kingdom (11 per cent), the
Netherlands, Trinidad and Tobago, and
Jamaica.
According to an Observatory of
Economic Complexity (OEC) report,
Guyana in 2019 exported CAN$450M
to Canada. The main products exported
from Guyana to Canada were Gold
(CAN$421M), Precious Metal Scraps
(CAN$9.4M), and Hard Liquor
(CAN$7.83M). During the last 24 years,
the exports of Guyana to Canada have
increased at an annualised rate of 5.54%,
from CAN$123M in 1995 to
CAN$450M in 2019.
Even while the government has
been pushing Guyanese to invest locally,
the Canadian diplomat encouraged them
to also think international, stating that
there are investment opportunities in
Canada.
He noted that with the emergence
of the oil-and-gas sector and Guyana
being highlighted as one of the fastestgrowing economies globally, it is the opportune moment for Guyanese business
owners and investors to venture out and
expand the reach of their products and
services.
He stated that Canada has a business model that focuses largely on partnership and, as such, the Canadian

Mark Berman

government, Canadian investors and
business persons are open to partnering
with Guyanese who want to invest.
“While I have spoken extensively
about partnerships in Guyana, I want to
let you know that Canada is also open
for investments, and the High Commission in Guyana and the consul general in
Ottawa can also provide some forms of
trade- facilitation services,” said Commissioner Berman.

According to him, the presence of
Canadian companies in Guyana has
been more diverse, with world-class
companies conducting due diligence at
several large-scale infrastructural projects.
Berman also noted that companies
have been exploring tourism opportunities, educational partnerships, and capacity-building exercises relating to
public-private partnerships with the
Government of Guyana.
“Canada’s model of business is one
of partnership, where we look not just to
invest and partner with local companies,
but to help them grow their businesses
and also help Canadian partners with
knowledge in the market. We have seen
successful partnerships.”
He noted that while Canada is
renowned for its expertise in natural resources, specifically mining, the country
has vast experience in other sectors including infrastructure, technology,
tourism, and agriculture.
The High Commissioner further reiterated the quality of service that would
be provided from any Canada-Guyana
partnership, saying, “many of you have
had interactions with Canadian businesses, so you also know that we are a
trustworthy and reliable partner.”

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Retrenched workers rejoice
after getting gov’t cheques
THE distribution of the government’s $250,000 one-off cash grant to
retrenched sugar workers continued in
Region Six on Sunday with over 2,700
persons receiving their cheques, taking
the payout total to some $685M that is
expected to go back in the East Berbice
economy.
Following the closure of the estates
by the APNU+AFC administration during their tenure, many were placed on
the breadline. The situation plunged the
workers into a state of depression as
there was no alternative employment.
The money they received from
their severance quickly depleted due to
the unavailability of a steady source of
income and many only held on to the
hope that their situation would improve.
In 2020, after PPP/C administration returned to government, the plans
to reopen the closed sugar estates began
to materialise and in October 2021,
Vice-President Bharrat Jagdeo, during a
meeting with sugar workers, announced
that the government will be making a
one-off payout of $250,000 each to the
retrenched workers.
Some 2,740 retrenched workers,
910 from the Rose Hall Estate benefitted
from the exercise which represented a
payout of $227.5M to that community
while 1,830 from Skeldon Estate benefitted which amounted to $457.5 M
being injected into the community’s
economy.
On Sunday, many braved the rains
and went to the Rose Hall Welfare and
Skeldon Community Centre grounds to
receive their cheques. It was an atmosphere of festivity and happiness among
the former sugar workers as they heaped
praise on the Irfaan Ali-led administration for fulfilling its promise. Many expressed satisfaction at the timing, saying
it could not have come at a better time
as they shared their painful stories and
now plan for the spending of the grant.

Finance Minister Dr. Ashni Singh, hands over a cheque to Kowsilla Ramotar

Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with Responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, hands over a
cheque to Kowsilla Ramotar
Ava Smith, 62, of Ulverston Village was employed as a cleaner at the
Skeldon Estate for 27 years. She was
among the hundreds who received the
one-off payment on Sunday. Smith, who
was all smiles, said she was extremely
grateful.
She explained that, after being severed, she was unable to find a stable job

for quite some time. However, she eventually ventured into a small business
where she purchased used clothes from
the USA and sold it at the Port Mourant
Market.
She posited that she will use the
grant to invest and expand her small
business.
“I am very proud to have received
this and I know I will put it into good
use. I want to buy things for my stand. I
had grandchildren that I was helping
with school and had to throw box hand

to help them through school and look at
many other ways to get money to support them. This money will help not
only me but my entire family because it
will be reinvested,” she said.
For Parwanan Lachana, 35, of
Number 76 Village, being the main
breadwinner for his young family, it became very difficult after he received his
severance letter. Latchana worked at the
Skeldon Estate as an operator for 10
years. After the closure, he was forced
to do odd jobs around the community.
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Glidden R
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We offer restorative
e
herba
al
treatments
s for metabolic
illness such
h as...

My name is Marliin Marsh, I have
workked as a herba
h balist
li and
dh
homeopathic
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oughout many clinics in the GT
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A.
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consulting thrro
ough my own clinic,
Marlin Herbs.
I am a health and
d wellness educator
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ough herbs
h
and dietary
support for you to
o live your best life.
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Colitis And
A
Crohn’s Disease
Irritable
e Bowel Symptoms
Dialysis, Prevention
P
and Support
COPD Chronic Ob
bstructive Pulmonary Dise
Ostherroclosis Bone Loss

89 Thornmo
unt Drive
2370
MIDLAND
AVE.Unit
Unit#7c8
Scarborough,
on. M1B
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416-281- HERB (4372)
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Restorative
Restora
ative healtth
h,
that is what
Marlin Herbs is
always about.

Restorative healtth, that is what Marlin Herbs is alway aboutt.
Health is not the absen
nce of Disease.
IT IS A ST
TA
AT E OF PHYSICAL,, MORAL AN D SPIRITUAL WELL BEING.

There are four main types of disease: infe
ectious diseases, deficiency diseases, hereditary
diseases (including both genetic disease
es and non-genetic hereditary diseases), and
physiological diseases.

INFECTIOUS

DEFICIENCY

HEREDITAR
TARY
Y

PHYSIOLOGICAL
L

Organs, standard
cleanses
l
and
d tonics
t i s
are offffered.
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

The lungs
The liver
The bladder
The kidneys
The heart
The stomach
The intestines

Glandular system customise treatmentt of
herbs are offered.

Our Goal is Curative
Therapeutive Corrective
Health
Therapeutic treatments herbal and
nutritional support is offered for all the
major organ systems in the human body,
which include the circulatory, respiratory,
digestive, excretory, nervous, endocrine
lymphatic systems, immune, integumentarry
(includes hair and
d nail), skeletal, muscle an
nd
reproductive systems.

! 416 281
2
HERB (4372)

✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

hypothalamus
pituitary
thyroid
d
parathyyroid
adrena
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pineal body
the ova
aries
the tesstes
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rlinherbs@gmail.com

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY DECEMBER 16 2021

19

Guyana to receive €7.56m from the EU
ernment’s “strong commitment to ensuring we work within the framework as
approved by the European Union”.
The EU has remained one of
Guyana’s largest providers of grant resources towards development programmes.
The President said that this support
culminated in the funding of Guyana’s
multiannual sugar programme that followed the end of the country’s sugar
protocol with Europe, which saw the
loss of the preferential market for sugar.
President Ali explained that a multiannual arrangement was then reached,
whereby the EU supported the country’s
development agenda through budgetary
funding in various sectors such as cli-

mate adaptation and infrastructure—
with a large portion going towards sea
defences and the housing sector, among
other areas. He said that Guyana appreciates the “significant assistance” it has
received from the EU over the years.
“I take this opportunity to highlight
the strong support, and partnership with
the European Union that we have
forged, in the rebuilding of our fragile
sea and river defences.
“The Guyana Shore Zone Management Programme targeted the reconstruction of several kilometres of our
severely deteriorated sea defence systems along the coastline to protect lowlying areas which are prone to flooding
during high tide.”

President Ali greets the EU delegation

Guyana Presdient Dr. Irfaan Ali
has announced that Guyana will be receiving €7.56m (G$1.77bn) from the
European Union as part of its Budget
Support Programme.
The Head of State, after meeting
with a delegation from the EU’s External Action Service (EEAS), led by its
Deputy Managing Director for the
Americas, Mr Javier Nino Perez, also
disclosed that the two parties had exten-

sive talks on numerous areas for cooperation.
The announcement was made via a
joint press conference between President Ali and the EU representatives.
The disbursement, the President
noted, represents the last tranche of
Guyana’s Budget Support programme
with the EU and is indicative of the
decades-old EU-Guyana partnership.
He said that it also speaks to Gov-

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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High-level taskforce activated to
respond to future ﬂooding
GUYANA’S previous rainy season
took a massive toll on the country and its
people; it resulted in unprecedented
floods which saw waters surpassing 15
feet in some areas. As the country enters
its second rainy season, [December-January] President Dr. Irfaan Ali seems not
to be taking any chances. As a result, the
Head of State has moved to activate a
‘Cabinet Level Taskforce’ to respond to
issues brought on by the rains, especially
potential floods.
According to a statement issued by
the Civil Defence Commission [CDC],
the taskforce will be led by Prime Minister, Brigadier (ret’d) Mark Phillips,
who, along with his team, will work in
tandem with all local authorities to ensure that all response and mitigative systems are in place and are functional.
“These systems will include, but
are not limited to, all working sluices,
kokers, and drainage systems,” the CDC
statement said. It noted that the aim of
assembling the taskforce is to “make certain that there is a proactive and coordinated response to the current rainy
season with the intent to safeguard livelihoods and property”.
Additionally, the CDC said that

teams from all administrative regions are
mandated to regularly update the Task
Force at 12-hour intervals, on any and all
impacts caused by the rains. “Reports
are to describe the communities affected,
types of impacts and the measures being
taken by response and technical entities,” the CDC noted.
It explained that already, within the
past 24 hours, Regions One to Five have
reported accumulated rainfall measuring
above two inches. Moreover, the
weather forecast for the next 24 hours
predicts continuous rain and thunderstorms across the entire coastland and
parts of Regions Seven, Eight and 10.
“Region Nine will see scattered showers
intermittently,” the CDC said.
Even before the launch of the taskforce, the Ministry of Agriculture,
headed by Zulfikar Mustapha had embarked on an aggressive plan to ensure
that all drainage apparatuses in Georgetown and across the country were functioning at maximum capacity. Those
efforts led to the quick receding of accumulated waters in the City.
Mustapha, in an invited comment
on Friday, had said that, notwithstanding
some amount of resistance from the

Mayor and City Council (M&CC), his
ministry has moved ahead to add a secondary level of monitoring through the
National Drainage and Irrigation Authority (NDIA).
“When I went [to a sluice Thursday
night] while the sluice was open, half of
the door was in the water impeding the
flow of the water. Last night, at
Riverview, residents complained that either the pump or the sluice wasn’t working,” Minister Mustapha shared.
He said that the NDIA has been
quick to ensure that issues are rectified
immediately, and has also been vigilant
in ensuring that all canals and drains are
cleared.
“I have since assigned three engineers from the NDIA to monitor these

pumps and sluices on a 24-hour basis to
ensure they are operable. In some instances, the Town Council workers refuse entry to the compound of our
engineers,” the Agriculture Minister
noted.
During the last rainy season, pump
attendants of the M&CC were caught by
President Ali sleeping on the job, while
water levels in the City were rising.
With heavy rainfalls expected to
last until February next year, the government has issued a call for all citizens to
take necessary precautions against this
natural occurrence. “… so residents
should be cautious and also help to ensure the system is cleared by avoid
dumping garbage and other things in the
system,” the minister said.

DONTEE CONSTRUCTION
Outside Projects
* Foundation
* Frame
*Weeping Tile / Excavation
*Extension
* Demolition
* Painting

Inside Projects
* Plumbing
*Electrical
*Kitchen
*Bathroom
* Tiles and Floors
* Complete Basements

CALL DAN 416-707-9223

When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Harnazz Sandhu: Miss India was crowned the new Ms Universe on Sunday

Miss India meows on stage,
called ‘culturally insensitive’
Actor-host Steve Harvey has done it again.
The comedian hosted Miss Universe 2021 pageant
on Sunday night and one of his interactions with
Miss India Harnaaz Sandhu has been severely criticised online.
Harvey was slammed for asking Miss Universe winner Sandhu to impersonate an animal instead of speaking about her accomplishments like
other contestants.
Addressing Sandhum who belongs to Chandigarh, Harvey said, "I hear you do some pretty good
animal impersonations. Let's hear your best one."
"Oh my god, Steve, I was not expecting to do
this on the world stage,” Sandhu replied looking
visibly shocked. She added, "I have to do this, I

have no other option."
Sandhu then managed a couple of loud
'meow's in front of a rather stunned audience before
Harvey took over the mic again and continued to
talk to other finalists about their accomplishments.
Sandhu, an actor by profession, has been a
staunch advocate of women's rights and empowerment in India and has been working with her gynaecologist mother to spread awareness about
women's hygiene at health camps. Sandhu has appeared in Punjabi-language films and is currently
enrolled for a Masters degree in public administration.Several on social media took offence to Harvey's unusual request and called it 'culturally
insensitive' and 'completely inappropriate.'

COME FLY WITH US!
The Caribbean is open for
visitors. Get the best air
fares now from
EQUALITY TRAVEL
416-759-2359
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Guyana MPs pass law for police
to use less-than-lethal force
Guyana Members of Parliament
(MPs) from both sides of the political divide voted in unison yesterday to pass a
law that will allow police ranks to carry
“less lethal weapons” such as, batons,
clubs, taser guns, chemical irritants (pepper sprays). Ranks can now also use
water cannons, tear gas or rubber pellets
to restrain a riotous crowd or suspects.
This new law is an amendment to
Section 2 of Chapter 16 of the Police Act
and was proposed to parliament by
Home Affairs Minister, Robeson Benn.
The government believes that by
amending the Act, physical conflict between citizens and police, which can
sometimes end with the death of a suspect, will be reduced.
In the bill that government presented to the National Assembly, there
were insertions of two new definitions
for the terms “Arms” and “Less Lethal
Weapons”.
The term “arms” was defined to include less lethal weapons and the term
“less lethal weapons” is defined to include nightsticks, batons, clubs, chemical irritants, conducted electrical
weapons, Kinetic impact projectiles and
water cannons.
According to Minister Benn, the intention of the bill presented to the National Assembly is to avoid
circumstances whereby an officer will be
forced to use a firearm to restrain a sus-

Minister of Home Affairs Robeson Benn

pect, who might be resisting arrest violently.
He argued that if ranks are armed
with less lethal weapons then their recourse to use firearms will be significantly less.
The Home Affairs Minister even
told the National Assembly, that physical
confrontations between police have been
quite evident in videos that are posted on
Facebook and the various social media
platforms, and iterated that the use of
less lethal weapons will reduce the risk
of someone being seriously harmed or

killed.
Sanjeev Datadin, another MP representing the government, backed up his
colleague by highlighting United Nations’ (UN) research on the use of less
lethal weapons by lawmen.
He said the study shows that with
more use of these types of weapons,
lethal injuries are significantly less.
Opposition Member of Parliament,
Dawn Hastings, while making her contribution, declared that her side of the
political divide agrees with the bill proposed by the government and give it her

full support.
She said that it is quite true that the
amendment can avoid fatal confrontations between police and citizens.
Some opposition MPs even pointed
to the recent killing of Orin Boston in
September on the Essequibo Coast, Region Two.
Ranks from the SWAT Team were
reportedly conducting operations on the
Essequibo Coast and had entered
Boston’s home to conduct a search.
During the search, Boston was shot
dead with a high-powered rifle. The
ranks stated that a confrontation had led
to the shooting, but the dead man’s relatives and residents from his community
had refuted their claim and staged a massive protest.
The ranks accused of shooting him
are currently being investigated by the
force’s Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR).
Boston case is not the only one
being investigated. Recently, the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) had
recommended an inquest in the killing of
Peter Headley by East Bank police
ranks.
Headley was shot dead in May this
year, while being transported to the
Providence Police Station by the ranks
who allegedly shot him in a car.
Cops had stated that he was a suspect in a robbery.

Guyanese brand opens storefront on Amazon
UMAMI, one of Guyana’s leading
manufacturers of sauces and condiments, disclosed on Monday that it has
widened access to its products with the
launch of its Amazon.com storefront.
The award-winning company says it
plans to bring its range of Guyanese
products across the borders, both to the
massive Diaspora population, as well as
across the ethnic divide.
It said in a missive to the media
that the decision to expand on Amazon
was made earlier this year after recognizing the massive export potential that
Amazon.com provides, whilst allowing
the company to maintain control over
the products’ end user experience. The
company disclosed that it invested in
brand registry services to ensure access
to the unique tools and facilities available to bona fide manufacturers verified
on the platform. It said this prevents any
attempt to counterfeit the products
under the brand portfolio, whilst simultaneously allowing for a homogenous
brand image across the platform.
“Our team is very excited about
this natural progression in our company’s growth plan” said Mr. Chris Persaud, Managing Director of UMAMI
Inc., while adding, “Our dedicated presence on the world’s largest retail mar-

The Umami brand of products now available worldwide

ketplace now affords us an on-demand
solution designed to fit the rapidly
evolving needs of the new generation of
shoppers, especially post pandemic.
This strategy allows us to assert the
UMAMI brand as ultra-capable within
the Guyanese context of competing

within the global arena.”
Further to this, the company said it
held extensive discussions with the relevant domestic agencies in advance,
which allowed for a completely smooth
and efficient export process to the U.S.
It said, too, that being a USFDA

registered facility also allowed for an
exceptionally efficient clearance on arrival in the U.S. to the respective fulfillment centers across the U.S.
Kaieteur News understands that all
products listed on Amazon.com are eligible for Prime benefits and are Fulfilled by Amazon. This guarantees
shoppers on the platform secure access
along with same or next day delivery,
gift wrapping, and other great benefits.
The company hopes that this move
proves beneficial to Guyanese both at
home and abroad as it seeks to have all
things “Made in Guyana” more accessible to all.
UMAMI Incorporated was established in 2013. The company manufactures a range of value-added, high
quality agro processed food commodities to include sauces, seasonings and
condiments.
With tremendous focus placed on
consistent product quality, through the
utilization of appropriate technology,
the company’s dedicated team works
tirelessly to ensure optimum customer
satisfaction. Being the infant in the industry, the company remains restless in
continually seeking new and innovative
mechanisms to advance Guyana’s brand
image domestically and abroad.
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Police must shutdown unapproved
Old Year’s night parties – Dr Anthony
Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony during his COVID-19 update
Monday stated that the Guyana Police
Force (GPF) must shutdown all unapproved Old Year’s Night parties, once
permission was not given by the
COVID-19 National Task Force.
Dr. Anthony pointed out that the
Old Year’s Night celebration is rapidly
approaching and event promoters are advertising their parties.
Minister Anthony explained that if
these promoters do not have the permission required in keeping with COVID19 guidelines, they must be dealt with by
the Police Force.
He said “If they don’t get permission from the Task Force, the police will
deal with the matter. Simple.”
Meanwhile, Old Year’s Night
events have been a longstanding tradition for Guyanese leading to welcoming
the New Year in grand style. This, however, has been disrupted by the COVID19 emergency boundaries to limit the
number of persons, who can gather in a
single space at one time.
The Health Minister iterated that
Guyana’s COVID-19 death toll recently
surpassed 1,000, and current active
COVID-19 cases amount to 906 persons.
Regions Four and Six are areas of special concern for the Health Ministry and
the National Task Force.

Guyana Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony

Minister Anthony further explained
that there is a significant increase in the
number of persons getting COVID-19
booster shots in Region Four.
Director of the National COVID-19

Task Force, Colonel Nazrul Hussain said
the measures that will be implemented
to tackle persons, who breach the
COVID-19 protocols. The receptionist
told Kaieteur News at the time that Col.

Hussain was in a meeting, however she
promised that the Task Force head would
return the call. This, however, did not
happen. unsuccessful.

CRIME & COURTS

Man beats ex-wife for refusing him
A 27-year-old Lethem woman received a trashing on Sunday afternoon
from her ex-husband with a piece of
wood and a clay brick, for refusing to
rekindle their relationship.
Police identified the alleged beater
as a 42-year-old man, and stated that he
has been detained for the vicious attack
on his ex-spouse, which occurred
around 17:30hrs at Kanuku Drive,
Lethem, Region Nine.
Investigators have learnt that the
two parted ways some four months ago.
The woman, during those months, was
spending time in Georgetown, but returned to Lethem on Sunday around
16:40hrs.
News of her arrival reportedly
reached her ex-husband and he headed
to the bus service office to confront her,
but she managed to elude him by hiding.
However, the man did not give up
his search, and allegedly turned up at
her home about an hour later.
The woman told police that when

he arrived, she was washing her
clothes. He then approached her, and
said that he wanted to mend their relationship, but she refused.
The woman recounted that he became angry, threatened to kill her, and
then take his own life.
Upon hearing this, she abandoned
her laundry and decided to run, but the
ex-husband reportedly grabbed her by
the hair. He allegedly located a piece of
wood and began beating her.
As she tried to escape, the wood
fell out of his hands and the man located a clay brick and dealt her some
more blows, this time to the head.
The woman related to the cops
that she continued to fight back, and
eventually managed to escape him by
running into a nearby store, where she
was rescued by the workers there. Police ranks were summoned to arrest her
ex-husband. The woman was taken to
the Lethem Regional Hospital for treatment.
Apart from the head injuries and

bruises to her skin, doctors there reported to police that the woman had
suffered a broken left arm from the
beating she received.
The man accused remains in the
Lethem Police lock-ups as investigations continue.

Man names killer
before dying
Victor Pedro, a 38-year-old miner
of Lethem Rupununi, Region Nine, on
Friday reportedly revealed the name of
his killer to his 13-year-old daughter
before breathing his last breath.
Pedro was murdered around
19:00Hrs in his own mining camp’s
kitchen located at Turtle Creek, Five
Star, Northwest District, Region One.
Pedro had moved to the Region
One area about a year ago with his two
children and his common-law-wife to
mine gold in the backdam.
According to investigators his
daughter told them that on Friday she
was cooking in the kitchen when a cook

from another mining camp entered. An
argument started between the cook and
her dad over money he owed her.
The argument escalated and the
cook’s husband reportedly got involved
in the matter. Pedro, his daughter said,
armed himself with a sharp object and
dealt the woman’s husband two lashes.
The girl said she ran away but returned sometime later to find her father
lying on the kitchen floor bleeding
from a gaping wound in the middle of
his head and another to his face. She recalled that he was still alive at the time
and managed to tell her who inflicted
the fatal wounds on him.
The girl told the police that Pedro
told her that it was the cook’s husband
that had beaten him. Pedro eventually
bled to death right there at the campsite.
The nearest medical facility is located
miles away from where Pedro was
killed. Investigators reported that when
they arrived at the scene they found
Pedro’s remains lying on the kitchen
floor and covered with a sheet.
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Controversy follows discovery
of ﬁrst Omicron variant in T&T
The highly infectious Omicron
variant is now present in Trinidad and
Tobago after being detected in a Trinidadian woman who travelled from New
York to Panama and then to Trinidad
knowing fully well she was Covid-19
positive.
If charged and found guilty, the
woman, who a medical official with
knowledge of the situation, said was
symptomatic and “sick like a dog” in
New York, faces a fine of $350,000 and
six months imprisonment upon summary conviction.
COPA Airlines may also be liable
for this critical slip-up as the airline was
supposed to check that passengers have
supporting documents to enter the destination country and therefore a negative
PCR test should have been presented before the woman was allowed to board
the plane to Trinidad.
Panama does not require a negative
PCR test for entry.
According to COPA Airlines’ website, fully vaccinated passengers are exempt from presenting a negative
Covid-19 test for entry as long as they
can provide physical or digital proof of
a complete Covid-19 vaccination certificate showing they are fully vaccinated
at least 14 days prior to arrival.
The woman is fully vaccinated.
For travel to Trinidad and Tobago,
COPA Airline’s website states a Covid19 negative PCR test is required for
entry. It also states this is required to
board the aircraft to Trinidad.
“Applies to all passengers. Must

The passenger arrived on a COPA Airlines flight from Panama

present a negative Covid-19 PCR test
performed at most 72 hours prior to
flight arrival. PCR test must be in English,” it states.
The Express reported that the
woman provided a negative antigen test
to COPA in Panama but this is not what
is required to enter T&T.
The Express said it tried to contact
COPA Airlines yesterday but was unsuccessful as its PBX system was congested
and proved difficult in getting to speak
to a representative.
All passengers travelling to T&T
must also utilise the TTravelPass system.

Passengers are required to fill out a
questionnaire and upload their vaccination card as well as PCR results.
The Express said it learnt the
woman provided false information on
her questionnaire. One of the questions
is: Do you have any symptoms of illness
consistent with Covid-19?
You are also required to confirm
yes or no to the following statement: “I
confirm that I understand that a Covid19 test taken within 72 hours of travel,
with a negative result, is a requirement
for entry to Trinidad and Tobago.”
The TTravelPass system is automated and with thousands of passengers

travelling each day the checks of the
supporting documents are done by the
airline, port health and immigration
physically.
“The TTravelPass main check is
the questionnaire. A person is not manually sitting and scrutinising all the supporting documents. Once you have
indicated you are Covid free and have a
negative PCR on the questionnaire you
are given a green light. The supporting
documents are checked at the various
points after,” said the official.
“At the COPA airlines counter that
was supposed to be a first check and that
did not happen,” the official added.
The Health Ministry and Health
Minister Terrence Deyalsingh have no
jurisdiction over the airline and how
they conduct their checks.
Upon arrival at Piarco International
Airport all passengers disembarking the
plane must first check with port health
officers before proceeding to Immigration. It was at the point the woman was
caught.
The Express reported that when the
woman was asked to show her PCR test
she presented the positive test result. An
alarm was raised and the health authorities were contacted. The woman was
taken to a step-down facility and isolated.
An airline official said, thankfully,
because of swift intervention, all passengers who sat next to and around the
woman in the plane were also immediately stopped at the airport and told they
have to isolate.

Covid: T&T funeral homes overcrowded
It’s the second year of a pandemic
Christmas in Trinidad and Tobago, when
hundreds of families will be celebrating
the season without loved ones because
they died from COVID-19.
Trinidad and Tobago has seen a significant surge in COVID-19 cases over
the last two months. The strain on the
nation’s hospital mortuaries and funeral
agencies has been unprecedented.
Death visits a family’s home almost
every hour on the hour, with statistics
pointing to an average 23 deaths daily.
It has become not only an emotional burden for families but also a financial one.
The surging death rate has kept funeral homes buzzing with activity. They
are inundated with COVID-19 bodies
daily which they must prepare meticulously for cremation or burial.
The popular consensus on the
ground for some time now is that funeral
homes have been raking in the dough.
But directors of at least two funeral

homes that Guardian Media spoke to
dismissed these claims. In fact, they say
it is the opposite, as caring for COVID19 victims has significantly increased
their expenditure, with profits virtually
non-existent.
The startling rates of COVID-19
deaths have pushed these funeral homes’
storage to the brink.
Based at Coffee Street in San Fernando, JE Guide Funeral Home & Crematorium was one of 22 funeral
agencies that were given the green light
to handle the final rites of COVID-19
victims.
Beverley Guide-Williams, the director of the home, said handling
COVID-19 victims piqued her curiosity
and she wanted to learn more.
In September 2020, armed with all
the knowledge she acquired, J.E Guide
spent a sizeable chunk of money to install new refrigerators to store COVID19 corpses separate from other bodies to
avoid any contamination.

The company also purchased an
electrostatic machine to sanitise surfaces
and trained employees to ensure they
were up to speed with all the requirements as it pertained to handling a
COVID-19 corpse. The funeral staff
uses the electrostatic machine at least
twice a day, especially when a person
who died had COVID-19.
The bundle of new equipment already added to the existing stock has
also pushed the funeral home into increased overhead costs.
Sticking to guidelines and recommendations laid down by the Ministry of
Health for handling COVID-19 bodies
is important and risking anything else
could lead to a funeral home losing its
license.
According to the Health Ministry’s
guidelines, funeral homes must have the
required supplies and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for removal staff.
These include goggles, N-95 or equivalent masks, long sleeve gowns, non-ster-

ile nitrile gloves, soap and water, standard body bags, disinfectant-soaked absorbent cotton, safety boots, spray
bottles containing disinfectant, biohazard bags, impervious plastic bags and
other personal protective equipment that
staff require.
The funeral home has an average of
50 bodies at any time and tries never to
go overcapacity, she added.
Dass Funeral Home, which operates in Chaguanas and Marabella, meanwhile has ample storage and access to
more facilities if the need arises.
Director Carlyle Mulchan says
while the ministry mandates burying
COVID-19 victims in an approved
cemetery or incinerating at a crematorium, it is not always possible. Sometimes, a victim’s family is isolated at
home or quarantined in the parallel
healthcare system. In some cases, Dass
had to keep corpses between five to 20
days before a funeral.
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Barbados looks at initiating
universal basic income
First, Barbados severed ties with
the British monarchy. Then, it crowned
Rihanna as an official national hero.
Now, the country wants to give all of its
citizens a universal basic income.
It's been a busy two weeks.
The Barbadian government intends
to regularly give some of the income
produced by the country back to its adult
citizens, Avinash Persaud, the special
envoy to the prime minister of Barbados
on investment and financial services,
said in the comments section of a recent
Facebook post. Barbados, like many
countries in the Caribbean and Latin
America, has suffered financially from
the pandemic, and it's looking to provide
a cushion for struggling households.
Specifically, Persaud proposed that
citizens receive regular payments
through a citizen's dividend, which typically gives residents sums of money
based on government investment in natural resources. The Alaska Permanent
Fund, for instance, gives its residents
yearly stipends based on profits from the
Alaska Permanent Fund Corp., which is
owned by the state and funded by oil
revenue.
Persaud suggested that a citizen's
dividend for Barbadians could be combined with the annual reverse tax credits

that residents already receive to form a
universal basic income. Barbadians who
earn less than 25,000 Barbadian dollars
a year — about $12,386 — are eligible
for a reverse-tax-credit grant of 1,300
Barbadian dollars, or about $644, a year.
Universal-basic-income programs
are government initiatives in which
every adult citizen is given a regular set
amount of money with no strings attached, which is where they differ from
typical welfare programs.
UBI programs have surged in popularity in recent years around the world,
partially because of the financial strain
the pandemic has caused for people with
low incomes. Insider identified over 30
guaranteed-income programs that had
recently given out funds to people in the
US, most of which began in the past
year or two.
While guaranteed-income programs are getting pilot runs through
small portions of city and state populations, a true UBI program like the one
Barbados is proposing allocates funds to
all of its citizens.
"Despite all the pressure from international agencies to 'target' we hold
the line on universality," Persaud wrote.
"That's why we restored free tertiary education for all. International studies

Barbados PM Mia Mottley

have shown this is critical to social mobility and opportunity. The less well-off
cannot take on the payments, risk and
worry of getting heavily in debt to secure their future."
Barbados eyes UBI as a way to
help citizens out of poverty
There's a reason that the global superstar Rihanna is so beloved in her
home country of Barbados, other than
her music. She's perhaps the country's

most high-profile philanthropist.
In March 2020, for instance, as the
coronavirus swept through the world,
Rihanna offered $5 million to help impoverished countries and gave $700,000
worth of ventilators to Barbados through
her Clara Lionel Foundation. Over the
years, she's given millions of dollars to
healthcare and education efforts in the
country.
Barbados has welcomed those efforts. The pandemic, along with the climate crisis, a shrinking labor force, and
the persisting effects of colonialism, had
hurt the country's stability in recent
years.
The pandemic has afflicted the region as a whole — in a World Bank survey of Caribbean and Latin American
households released this month, at least
half the respondents said they had not
been able to reach their income levels
from before the pandemic, which has
caused a drop in educational and health
standards.
The most recent World Bank report
on the country's economics, from 2017,
said poverty rates had risen in Barbados,
and experts say it has likely increased
since then because of the influence of
the coronavirus on Barbados' tourism industry.

Boat with 7 bodies found off Grenada
Police in Grenada Monday confirmed that they were investigating the
discovery of a boat with seven bodies “in
a decomposed state” on Sunday.
In a brief statement, the police said
that officers assigned to the Northern Division responded to a report of a drifting
vessel in the vicinity of Gun Point, Carriacou, on Sunday.
“The boat was retrieved and toured
to Harvey Vale by the Grenada Coast
Guard, where seven adult male bodies
were discovered in a decomposed state,”
the statement said.
“Specialised units of the force are
presently analysing personal effects and
devices found on board the vessel, following which, a comprehensive update
will be provided.”
Police said they had also recovered
three mobile phones and a GPS tracker.
Media reports here said there have
been suggestions that the vessel could
have originated in Guyana where there
were reports of a group of men missing
since September.
An unidentified marine expert is
quoted by the Grenada Broadcasting
Network (GBN) as saying that the men
on board the vessel had been at sea “for
an extended period, based on the barnacles that are growing on the side of the

Police officials examine the boat in which the 7 decomposed bodies were found drifting offshore

vessel.
“This is an indication that the vessel
was drifting for a while now,” the expert
added.

Earlier this year, Trinidad and Tobago authorities said that a vessel with
15 bodies on board had been traced to
Mauritania, in Africa.

“Through collaborations with the
Institute of Marine Affairs, we have
learnt that the vessel was reported stolen
in Mauritania,” the authorities said then.
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Usain Bolt Foundation to donate
$20m worth of supplies to schools
Mountain View Primary and Infant
School in Kingston has received stationery supplies donated by the Usain
Bolt Foundation.
The items include one cartridgefree Epson printer, one projector and five
reams of paper. The handover ceremony
was held at the school on December 9.
The foundation also intends to donate 100 printers, 20 projectors and 500
reams of paper to primary schools across
the island. The total value is just over
$20 million.
In her address at the ceremony,
Minister of Education, Youth and Information Fayval Williams said she is appealing to corporate entities to support
the education sector.
“I want to say sincere thanks and to
continue appealing to our corporate entities and diaspora to continue to support
the education sector. The Government
cannot do it alone. We need all of our
stakeholders to come on board to help
our children to ensure that they have the
necessary resources and that our schools
are so equipped in terms of what they
need as well,” she added.
Meanwhile, chairperson of the
Usain Bolt Foundation, Winsome
Wilkins, said the foundation continues to
support early childhood institutions, improve playground facilities, and assist

Officials from the Usain Bolt Foundation making the donation to Mountain View Primary School

sports development and at-risk youth
programmes. “In April of this year, the
foundation provided 150 laptops valued
at over $5 million for teachers in 150
early childhood institutions, as identified
by the Early Childhood Commission.

Today we're expanding our reach to primary schools,” she noted.
Acting principal of Mountain View
Primary and Infant School, Sashan
Brown, said the school feels “privileged
and blessed” for the donation.

“These gifts presented today are
very essential tools to our students and
they will be helping our school to provide students with printed materials and
enhance the teaching and learning experience,” she said.

Only fully vaxxed at gov’t events: Holness
Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew
Holness has announced that only fully
vaccinated individuals will be allowed
to attend Government functions and
other events that require Government
approval.
He was speaking Wednesday at the
official handover ceremony for 200,000
doses of Sinopharm vaccines by the Chinese Government.
"In as much as we can assist the
process going forward and protect the
public health, and set an example as we
always do..., I can say that all our health
protocols have been observed and I can
also say [that] everyone in this room is
fully vaccinated," declared the prime
minister.
"... And so it will be for Government events that are planned and controlled that persons who are invited must
establish that they are fully vaccinated,"
he added.
"In fact, all public gatherings, either
staged by the Government or would require the approval or endorsement of the
Government, attendance will be on the
basis of being fully vaccinated," Holness
said.
According to the prime minister,
despite adjustments to the country's
virus containment measures, his Administration cannot ignore that COVID-19

Jamaica Prime Minister Andrew Holness

continues to pose a threat to the island
and its citizens.
"Though the Government has tran-

sitioned its resources and attention to
living with COVID, we do not abandon
or take our eyes off this threat that

COVID poses.
"So, as we transition and refocus,
we're still looking at COVID, ensuring
that it doesn't get out of hand, but we
have to move on with our lives," he indicated.
Holness said, over time, more Jamaicans "will understand that moving
on with our lives means taking the vaccines".
Meanwhile, Health and Wellness
Minister Dr Christopher Tufton said the
arrival of the Sinopharm vaccines would
increase the options for Jamaicans.
"It is a reality that there are some
[vaccine] preferences, and so adding another [vaccine] to the numbers that we
have does add to options that people
have and, hopefully, to the take-up that
will follow as we seek to get as many Jamaicans vaccinated as possible," he said.
The 200,000 doses of the
Sinopharm vaccines arrived in the island
on Saturday from China.
The Ministry of Health and Wellness is now inviting people who are 18
years and older to book a vaccination appointment to receive the first of two
doses of the Sinopharm vaccine.
The ministry said the vaccine’s rollout follows the arrival of a shipment on
November 27, 2021, from the People’s
Republic of China.
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Pooran urges young Windies to
learn from Sri Lanka loss
STAND-IN West Indies T20 team
captain Nicholas Pooran is urging his
teammates to “learn fast” after they
were soundly beaten by 63 runs in their
opening T20 International against hosts
Pakistan at the National Stadium,
Karachi on Monday.
Both teams will meet in the third
and final match scheduled for Thursday
- all at Karachi.
Pakistan amassed 200 runs for the
loss of six wickets, and then dismissed
the new-look WI T20 squad for 137,
with one scheduled over remaining.
Asked, during the post-game interview, about any likely improvements for
Tuesday’s game, Pooran replied, “Definitely learning fast, learning from this
experience. Everyone knows we have a
young bunch but it comes down to execution.”
He continued, “I can’t really fault
the guys too much. I loved the effort,
energy and intent but it’s just for us to
learn as fast as possible and come back
(on Tuesday) with better plans to execute.”
The West Indies, without seasoned
campaigners Kieron Pollard (skipper),
Dwayne Bravo, Chris Gayle, Ravi
Rampaul, Andre Russell, Lendl Simmons, Andre Fletcher, Evin Lewis,
Fabian Allen, Shimron Hetmyer, Jason
Holder and Obed McCoy (from their illfated T20 World Cup title defence a few

West Indies players celebrate after taking a Sri Lankan wicket Monday

weeks ago), lost three members of their
squad – Sheldon Cottrell, Kyle Mayers
and Roston Chase – on Saturday due to

positive covid19 tests.
With Pooran at the helm, and Barbadians Shamarh Brooks and Dominic

Drakes on debut, the Pakistanis showed
little mercy on their depleted guests.
Taking first strike, the Pakistanis
relied on a third-wicket partnership of
105, off 10.2 overs, between Mohammad Rizwan (78) and Haider Ali (68),
as well as the inexperience of the WI
bowling attack, to post an imposing
total. Mohammad Nawaz chipped in
with an unbeaten 30, while pacer Romario Shepherd was the leading wickettaker with 2/43.
Pakistan’s Haider Ali, left, celebrates with teammate Mohammad
Rizwan after playing a shot for boundary during the first Twenty20 against the
West Indies at the National Stadium, in
Karachi, Pakistan, on Monday. (AP
Photo) Pooran commented, “I thought we
gave away 20 runs in the field. Eight
boundaries (were scored off) edges so
we felt a bit undone there. I still felt we
could have chased 200.”
The West Indies’ reply was unconvincing at best, with Shai Hope scoring
31, Odean Smith 24 and Rovman Powell 23. Fast bowler Mohammad Wasim
claimed 4/40 and leg-spinner Shadab
Khan 3/17.
According to Pooran, “In the
eighth and ninth over, the ball definitely
spun a bit and we lost momentum there.
That was the turning point in the game.”

Covid19 sidelines trio of Windies players
THREE WEST Indies players and
a member of the technical staff, in Pakistan, have tested positive for covid19.
They are left-arm pacer Sheldon
Cottrell, all-rounders Roston Chase and
Kyle Mayers and one coaching member
of the team management unit.
The quartet tested positive following PCR tests administered on arrival in
Karachi, Pakistan on Wednesday. They
now undergo a period of self-isolation
and will take no part in the T20 and
One-Day International series.
A statement issued by Cricket
West Indies (CWI) on Saturday said
that all four members are fully vaccinated and are without major symptoms.
It read, “All four individuals will
remain isolated from the rest of the
West Indies squad and are now under
the care and supervision of the team
physician, Dr Akshai Mansingh. They
will remain in isolation for ten days and
until they return negative PCR test results.”
Chase is the only one of the three
who was selected to both the West Indies T20 and ODI teams while Cottrell
and Mayers were chosen for the shorter
format only. Chase and Mayers however, recently participated in the recent

Roston Chase: tested positive for Covid

Test tour of Sri Lanka.
CWI has no intention of flying in
replacement players for the tour and

will utilise the players available to them
in Karachi. Johnny Grave, CWI CEO,
confirmed this on Saturday.

“We have no plans to call up replacements,” he said via WhatsApp. “If
needed, we have players in the ODI
squad that are already in Karachi and
are in the bubble.”
The three-match T20 series bowls
off on Monday and ends on Thursday
and the three-match ODI series begins
on December 18 and concludes four
days later.
He added, “Our arrival testing protocols in Pakistan has confirmed four
covid19 positives. These were confirmed whilst the players and staff were
still in room isolation.
“So despite this significant setback
to our preparation plans, we are confident that the tour can continue as everyone else returned negative PCRs prior
to their arrival into Pakistan and two
negative PCRs since they have been in
Karachi.”
Grave added that the risk of
covid19 infection is impossible to remove completely from a cricket tour, in
spite of the fact that many West Indies
players have been living in bio-secure
bubbles almost continuously since before the Caribbean Premier League in
August/September.
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