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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing him a
GRATITUDE: Guyana Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony has exHappy Birthday.
tended Government’s gratitude to Cuban health professionals who worked in
Guyana in the last four years, during a farewell ceremony at the Duke Lodge
on Tuesday. “You’ve done really well,” Dr Anthony said.
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SANTOKHI VISITS GUYANA: Discussions between Guyana President, Dr.
Irfaan Ali and his Surinamese counterpart, Chandrikapersad Santokhi, will centre on
a number of key areas including infrastructure, agriculture, security, transportation,
the oil and gas industry, trade and the development of the human resource capacity of
both countries as the Suriname leader visits Guyana for the second time. Ali related
that President Santokhi’s visit to Guyana is one that is important, especially as the
two countries proceed with a number of joint initiatives.
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When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Ontario to require COVID-19 vaccination
or tests for health, education workers
From the CBC
The Canadian Press has learned
that Ontario plans to introduce a set of
policies requiring employers in education and several health-care settings to
develop strict COVID-19 vaccination
policies for their staff.
A senior government source with
knowledge of the decision said cabinet
approved the plans on Monday night,
with an announcement from the
province's top doctor expected on Tuesday.
The source said Dr. Kieran Moore's
directive covering hospitals, ambulance
services, and community and home-care
service providers won't make vaccination mandatory, but those who decline
the shots will be regularly tested for the
virus.
The policy will be similar to one
that is already in place in the province's
long-term care homes.
Staff at health-care facilities will
need to provide proof of full immunization against COVID-19 or a medical
reason for not being vaccinated.
People who don't take the shots
will need to complete an education session about COVID-19 vaccination and
will be routinely tested for the virus before coming to work.
The health-care sector directive
will take effect on Sept. 7.
CBC News is also working to confirm details of the policy.
Some Ontario hospitals like
Toronto's University Health Network
have already introduced staff vaccina-

tion policies along the same lines as the
government's plans.
The source said the Ministry of Education also intends to introduce a similar COVID-19 vaccination policy for
employees at all publicly funded school
boards and licensed child-care settings.
Staff in those sectors who don't get
vaccinated against COVID-19 will have
to regularly take rapid COVID-19 tests.
There are also plans for vaccination policies to be introduced in other
high-risk settings like post-secondary
institutions, retirement homes, congregate group homes, children's treatment
centres, women's shelters and institutional foster homes.
The policies are set to be announced amid growing calls from
health-care groups and opposition
politicians that the government mandate
COVID-19 vaccines for workers in
high-risk settings like education and
health care.
Premier Doug Ford has previously
said he won't make vaccines mandatory
in any sector because he considers it a
constitutional right not to take the shots.
Ford has personally been fully vaccinated against the virus and regularly
encourages Ontario residents to get both
doses.
The changes also come as the
province enters what prominent experts
have declared a fourth wave of the pandemic driven by the more infectious
delta variant, despite high overall vaccination coverage in the eligible population.
The latest data shows the majority

Dr Kieran Moore

of recently reported infections are
among unvaccinated or partially vaccinated people.
Moore has said he expects cases to
rise further in the fall when people move
indoors, particularly among youth and
young adults who are the least-vaccinated demographics and will gather in
classrooms in September.
Meanwhile, Ontario reported 348
new cases of COVID-19 on Tuesday
morning.
The Ministry of Health said that of
the 331 cases with a known vaccination

status:
203, or about 61 per cent, were individuals who had not received a dose.
79, or nearly 24 per cent, were individuals with two doses.
49, or roughly 15 per cent, were individuals with a single dose.
Notably, the province's data on the
vaccination status of cases does not include breakdowns by age, or indicate
how long after a first or second shot of
COVID-19 vaccine a person contracted
the virus, or whether they were symptomatic at the time of testing.
The new cases include 85 in
Toronto, 45 in Peel Region, 41 in Windsor-Essex, 34 in Hamilton, 32 in York
Region and 21 in Halton Region.
As of Monday evening, there were
163 patients with COVID-19 in hospitals — the most in a little more than a
month. Of those, 127 were being treated
for COVID-related illnesses in intensive
care.
Anthony Dale, president and CEO
of the Ontario Hospital Association, said
that 10 new adult patients were sent to
ICUs yesterday and cautioned that a relatively slow but steady rise in overall
admissions in the last two weeks is
likely connected to the delta variant.
The health ministry also reported
the deaths of 10 more people with
COVID-19 this morning, but said that
six of the deaths "occurred more than
two months ago" and were included as
part of a data cleanup by Public Health
Ontario.
Ontario's official death toll stands
at 9,428.

Parents ﬁned for sending kid to daycare with Covid
A Vaughan parent has been handed a hefty
fine after York Region Public Health alleges they
sent their child who was experiencing symptoms
of COVID-19 to daycare, a spokesperson for the
region confirmed.
According to York Region Public Health, the
incident occurred on Aug. 3 at a child-care facility
in the region.
They allege that the parent violated the region’s Sec. 22 order by sending their child to daycare despite the fact that they would not have
passed the daily COVID-19 screening tool.
The parent was subsequently charged $770
and a victim surcharge fee totalling $880.
Officials confirm that 15 children at facility
have now tested positive for COVID-19.
York Region did not disclose the name of the
child-care centre but according to the region’s
website, there is an outbreak involving 15 children
at Tiny Treasures Learning and Child Care Centre
Inc.
“If you or anyone in your household is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, you must stay
home until a negative test is received and symptoms are improving for at least 24 hours; if the individual is not tested, then individuals must isolate
for 10 days,” a statement from York Region read.
“It is everyone’s responsibility to ensure
COVID-19 cases in York Region continue to decline; it is more critical than ever we continue fol-

The Tiny Treasures Daycare where 15 children tested positive for Covid 19

lowing all public health guidelines including selfisolating when you or a member of your household
is sick.”
One woman who has a child who attends
Tiny Treasures Learning and Child Care Centre
said her child tested positive days after learning of
the exposure. She said while she and her other son
subsequently tested negative, her husband later
tested positive for COVID-19 along with some
family friends that they had seen around that time.
"We really want to remind parents that we
need their help to keep other children safe. As you
know, children under 12 years of age cannot get

vaccinated just now so what we are seeing is when
parents send their children with symptoms of
COVID-19 into the daycare centre, and given the
fact that we have the Delta variant now, it is a very
aggressive form of COVID-19 and it seems to
have a very high attack rate," Dr. Karim Kurji,
York Region's medical officer of health, said on
Monday.
"In this case it was a child that brought it into
the centre and given that the incidence of COVID19 is increasing as a community, we can expect
more of these cases to be introduced into these settings."
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Stop
the and
games,
AG Williams
Haiti
Afghanistan
As we
Canadians
go to
bed inGenour
The
decision
by Guyana
Attorney
warm
beds
in
a
safe
home
tonight,
eral Basil Williams to file two appeals ofwe
must
spare aby
thought
for theRoxanne
millions of
the decision
Chief Justice
others
who
do
not
have
that
George-Wiltshire’s findings that lastluxury,
Dethrough
no
fault
of
their
own.
cember’s No-confidence vote against the
This past weekend, their already
government was constitutional, is grasping
strenuous lives were turned upside down
at straws.
in two different corners of the world:
Chief Justice RoxHaiti“The
and Honourable
Afghanistan.
anneInGeorge-Wiltshire
erred and
misdithe former, a massive
earthquake
rected herself
lawlast
when
she ruled
struck,
leavingin at
count
over that
1900
the motion
no-confidence
upon a divi-of
people
deadof and
tens of thousands
sion vote
of 33:32 As
members
of the National
homes
destroyed.
they grappled
with
that
disaster,
going
through
unimagAssembly
was
validly
passed the
as the
requiinable
process
of the
rummaging
through
site majority
of all
elected members
of
rubble
to
find
loved
ones,
they
were
then
the National Assembly, pursuant to article
hit
by(6)
Tropical
Storm Grace,
flat106
of the constitution,”
thewhich
Attorney
tened
thecontends
makeshift
shelters
General
in his
appeal.they set up
to keep their families safe.
In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire
In Afghanistan, meanwhile, people
explained that in getting a majority, one
there saw their country go from the relside must acquire one more than the other
ative safety of international protection to
side. An that
absolute
majority,
she said,
discover
almost
overnight,
the as
clock
specified
by
the
constitution,
is
a
majority
had turned back 20 years and they
were
once more in the grips of Taliban terror.

groupofdeclared
thepresent
country
of allThe
Members
Parliament
re- an
Islamic
Emirate,
and
while
so
far
gardless if they are present or not. The they
have
to be more
chief promised
justice concluded
that antolerant
absolutethan
matheir
brutal
predecessors,
life
will
forjority is 33.
ever change once again for the people,
As such, she ruled, the motion was conwho must now obey Sharia law or face
stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.
punishment.
This means that the Granger government
As readers would know, the punishmust abide by the constitution, which says
ment
for defiance -- at least under the
they must
down and
elections
Taliban
ofstep
20 years
ago call
-- could
amount
within
90
days
of
the
date
of
the
no
confito public whippings and executions.
denceNow
vote,you
which
wasthink
December
21, 2018.
might
the situations
It iscountries
reasonablehave
to expect
thatto
thedo with
in both
nothing
us,
but you
couldn’t bewhich
moreiswrong.
Granger
administration,
sworn to
First
all, Canada
the humaniuphold
theof
constitution,
willisabide
by it,
tarian
nation
of
the
world,
and
it
to us
now that its bid to overturn the vote is
has
any
country
in
distress
or
conflict
look
been found lacking.
for help.
If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal
Already, we’re taking in thousands
administration.
of Afghan refugees, and we can expect
The move by Williams, therefore,
this country to also offer a safe haven to
seems to us just another attempt to forestall
people displaced in Haiti, as we did the
the inevitable
in a desperate bid to hold on
last
time around.
to power.
We know that this country’s refugee
policy angers many people here, as we

seeLegal
themminds
as burdens
on taxpayers.
But
everywhere
have said that
the
truth
is,
every
immigrant
to
Canada
the government has no ground to stand on
is
quickly
intois adragproviausually
this latest
appeal.converted
All it is doing
ductive
citizen,through
who inpolitical
turn adds
to the
ging the country
uncertax base, lessening the burden on us all.
tainty at a time when clear leadership is
Furthermore, without Canada
needed to move the nation forward in terms
standing up to help, many of the world’s
of dealing with its own fledgling oil econmost vulnerable people will have no one
omy,
as to.
wellThat’s
as the what
international
in
to
turn
makes crisis
this counVenezuela,
right
next
door.
try great, and why we are considered the
at hometoare
also parabestSecurity
place inissues
the world
live.
mount,
with
crime seeming
to be
an govBut
instead
of waiting
ononthe
ever-increasing
trajectory
that includes
ernment
to help,
individuals
can the
also
make
a difference
the many
shooting
last week ofby
onehelping
of Guyana’s
most
charities
tryingDrtoBrian
bring
relief in
celebrated now
expatriates,
O’Toole,
Haiti,
and
helping
others
escape
and murders that are happening almost what
can
everyonly
day. be described as Holy terror in
Afghanistan.
AG Williams and President Granger
For one, the Humanitarian Coalimight also be accused of trying to buy time
tion (www.humanitariancoalition.ca) is
to use the offices they hold to try to dison the ground delivering life saving
credit any opposition they may face at the
emergency support. The charity prompolls,that
including
state-controlled
ises
85% ofusing
yourthe
donation
will reach
media
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tactics to
the intended target.
The Humanitarian Coalition brings

12 Canadian
aid agencies
bring
them into international
disrepute.
together
in times
disaster.
With a comThey may
think of
these
are strategic
bined
presence
in
150
countries,
moves, but the drama is being seen by theit is
uniquely placed
to respond
international
community
for whatquickly
it is: a to
large-scale disasters or smaller, under-redesperate attempt to hold onto power. The
ported disasters.
global community has communicated as
We urge our readers to make a difmuch to the Guyana government.
ference and donate what you can. Every
To helps.
add to the woes, the Guyana Eleclittle
tions Commission,
headedRescue
by a geriatric
The International
Commitchairman
who
has
been
in
ill
health,
is now
tee is doing its part in Afghanistan,
prosaying
the agency
will not with
be prepared
vidingthat
millions
of people
shelter,
toeducation,
hold elections
untilwater,
July – health
four months
clean
support
and itother
aid.
after
is constitutionally
due.
To the chairman
donate,
go was to
Since
of the agency
www.help.rescue.org
and
make
your dolhandpicked by the Granger administration,
lar
count.
we have to openly wonder whether this,
even
a dollar
canbymake
a diftoo, is Yes,
another
delaying
tactic
the govference, which is why we are asking
ernment.
those who can to do their part.
It’s time to stop the games and call the
Remember these newly suffering
elections now.
people as you go to bed tonight, and say
Guyana’s
fought
for, is
a prayer
fordemocracy,
them. Andhard
then
tomorrow,
atbecome
stake. the angel you’re praying for.

Opennecessary
Letter: Violent
act won’t stop
me
Vaccines
for safeschool
reopening
whether here or in other countries, are a

great amount of time and effort has now been
Dear Friends,
gramme. In addition, they use art, music,
processes.
teachers
or home-schoolbecare
infected.
a recent
headline,
“Covid-19
Dear
Editor,
My
wife
and I came to Guyana 41 years devoted to my to
own
in oneHere
of theisvery
symptom
of the
breakdown in society
and asParents
sport, are
andnot
drama
to facilitate
these discusers. Insocial
the USA,
a teacher who relies on worksheets
Surge as Students
And
agree
the Ministry
of Education
good hospitalsCases
in Georgetown.
But, ofReturn
ago Itototally
try and
be ofwith
service
to the Bahá’í
suchtoweSchools.”
need radical
steps to address
sions.
as
a
strategy
will
get thenow
lowest
possible
evaluation
from
another
article,
“Just
a
few
days
into
the
acawhen
it
said,
“The
reopening
of
schools
to
face-tocommunity. As we have no clergy in the course, the other major priority has been the issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are
Surely
part of
our conversation
has
from
an administrator.
They
want
to seethemore
demic
year, over
1,000
in Palm
Beach
face
engagement
hinges
heavily oninthe
national
safetyvacof the school
community.
Our
teamstudents
at sharing
Bahá’í
Faith we found
employment
varigot to be how
do we
address
socialengagissues
now is
the solution across
Georgeing,the
hands-on,
differentiated,
customized
methods.
County,
Florida,
have
into quarantine
cination
programme.
More
the ago
adultwepopulation
ous fields
of education.
21 of
years
Nations has been
working
tirelessly
to been
ad- told
towntoorgo
Guyana
we wanted to share
sup- and
definitely at the
same time take
the necIn
the
best
interests
of
the
whole
nation,
the
because
of
COVID-19
cases
at
their
schools.
The
needs
to
be
vaccinated
to
protect
themselves
and
chilstarted School of the Nations which began dress thatand regain the peace and compo- port and training we are giving to our essary steps to deal with threats and vioteachers
and nurses
must be
role models
in being
vacnumber
of kids
fromin440
on Wednesdren,
those
whogrown
are below
the age
of we
12 have
for had
sure
at Nations
forsent
morehome
than grew
with especially
5 children and
has now
to a comlence. These
activities
have proven
really
students
Nations.
I recently took
a group
cinated
and
encouraging
vaccinations.
Teachers
and
day
to
1,020
on
Friday,
the
district
reported.”
whom
no
vaccine
has
been
approved
as
yet.
We
urge
munity of more than 3,500. We have partner- two decades.
of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister stimulating and uplifting and are addressing
nursesAcadare “key
influencers”
and nurturers.
When
The
amount
of work
contactNancy
trac- Campbell
allships
Guyanese
see the importance
of receivingThis
a violent action
from
a member
of the it takes
with thetoUniversities
of Cambridge,
some
of the challenges
the youth
face reall
schooltoindo
Canada,
sisting
and hesitating
want to
deep
quarantining
COVID-19
vaccine and
consider
thetheconsequences
public is totallying,
new testing,
in Guyana
and cleaning,
unprece- and
London, Bedfordshire
andtowith
ABE in
over thispatients
country don’t
and indeed
alltake
overmedthe
emyenforce
in Stratford,
Ontario for 8 days
to learn
icines,
tests
or
therapy,
nurses
are
the
ones
to
coax
is
enormous.
In
Guyana
where
most
people
use
pubthat
will
come
from
not
being
vaccinated.”
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate in this
andand
persuade
them “ittowon’t
it’s good
licmedia
transportation
to and
fromtantly
school,
the risks
in- issues
The virus
has had aand
devastating
impactfuelled
on theby social
where initial
comcredited
undergraduate
graduate proto learn
aboutof
social
what process
have hurt,
had youth
fromfor
theyou,
UK,if
youhas
want
better.”
with to
teachers
who
fection
are extremely
if only
25%
of
world
affecting
national
economies,
theaproduction
ments by a handful
students
in Guyanahigh.
has So,
grammes.
The School
of Nations
has been
youth
can do
to address
them. This
beento get
Canada
andThe
othersame
countries
help develop
influence,
motivate,
and
mould
young
minds.
So
we
teachers
are
vaccinated,
you
can
bet
that
if
schools
and
supply
chain,
travel,
and
employment.
A
huge
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
and nurses
to step
at such
are open
in September
as theNations
Ministry
decided,
negative
been its devastation
our eduof students
in North
American and
graduatesimpact
serve has
in important
capacities in of group
andhas
indeed
at ourithousecall
on on
thisall
re-teachers
this message
is simply
to up
explore
onea retime
as
this.
This
is
not
about
politics,
it’s
about
will
be
a
series
of
open-close,
open-close.
This
will
cation
process.
As
the
Ministry
rightly
said,
“The
Edgrew into aggressive and dangerous state- flective process.
Guyana and other part of the world.
sponse to the growing violence in our our
socipeople
and
our
national
health
and
safety.
The
Govbe
a
very
draining,
disruptive
process
on
everyone,
ucation
sector
has
been
hit
hard
due
to
the
pandemic
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
Several months ago , we started a weekly ety.
ernmentstuis eager In
tothe
getfinal
backanalysis
to normal
has to can
especially
parents.
and
close
response.
very real dangers
of social media
which dra- programme with 6th Formers helping
dayhaving
when Itowas
shotschools
outsideas
mya home
by However,
theseand
challenges
think
about
the
interests
of
the
whole
country.
ParOur
parents
need
to
understand
that
online
learnthe
longer
the
school
doors
are
closed
the
more
our
what many people believe may be someone matically escalated to the shooting on Sun- dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to only be addressed by us all working together.
ents, please
up nowgreetings
and support our teachers,
ingthe
is one
a bighand
challenge,
and instudy
Guyana
where
online
students
suffer
from learning
loss and greater
is So on
from thewill
Nations
community.
I was informed
day night.
we are now
material
related
to the purpose
of life speakHeartfelt
nurses,
students
to get vaccinated.
“All are
access
is unavailable
or to
unreliable,
rural
andand fulfilling
the
likelihood
increase
inreached
schoolthe
dropouts.”
trying to look at
the physical
challenges
only
yesterday of
thatanthis
news has
and howpoor
to lead
moral
livesand
as olderDr.
Brian O’Toole,
MBE
involved,
all
are
consumed.”
The
virus
kills
our
loved
hinterland
children
will
continue
to
be
disadvantaged
We
must
learn
from
the
mistakes
and
best
pracDaily Mail and the Times in the UK and as overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charDirector, School of the Nations
but vaccination saves lives!
most.
Ministry
doesisits best
to distribute
work-whetherones,
tices
othertocountries.
the USA, for instance,
safe forineveryone.
ButThe
the other
challenge
suchof
wanted
share this In
update.
acteristic
of youth today
in Guyana
Yours
sheets
but
that
is
not
a
substitute
for
regular
face-tosomeSince
areas,one
as of
soon
as
they
opened
schools,
they
had
the bullets shattered my to try to reflect on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now truly,
Dr.proJerry Jailall
face instruction
andactions,
the interactive
classroom
tobone
closeand
again
because
teachers
Infound
the final analysis
these terrible
damaged
the of
artery
in myand
armstudents
a
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Pandemic poll: Trudeau triggers
election for September 20
Justin Trudeau has set in motion an
early federal election, sending voters to
the polls on Sept. 20 and setting up his
re-election bid as a chance for Canadians
to have their voices heard about who
they want to lead the country at this pivotal moment in the pandemic.
The prime minister and Liberal
leader visited Gov. Gen. Mary Simon at
Rideau Hall Sunday morning where she
accepted his request to dissolve the 43rd
Parliament and draw up the 338 writs,
triggering a summer election.
With voting day scheduled for Sept.
20, the campaign will be 36 days, the
shortest possible election period under
federal law.
Facing just over five weeks of campaigning, Canadians will be weighing
the pitches from each party to determine
who they feel is best to carry the country
through the rest of the pandemic, and out
of it.
Following his meeting with
Simon—who has been the Queen’s rep- Political leaders of the three major Canadian parties: from left, Erin O’Toole of the Conservatives, Jagmeet Singh of
the NDP and Justin Trudeau of the Liberals
resentative in Canada for less than a
month— Trudeau spoke to reporters outside Rideau Hall. There, he sought to wouldn’t want their chance to help de- them,” Trudeau said. He is kicking off paign, including mandatory vaccination
frame the rationale for a pandemic elec- cide where our country goes from here? his campaign Sunday afternoon with a and regular rapid testing.
Responding to the election trigger,
tion while reopening and vaccination ef- Canadians need to choose how we finish virtual townhall with candidates.
“After making it through 17 months O’Toole said Canadians shouldn’t have
forts are still underway, and given he’s the fight against COVID-19 and build
managed to maintain the confidence of back better,” Trudeau said, facing a se- of nothing like we’ve ever experienced, to risk the gains they’ve made over the
ries of questions from reporters about Canadians deserve to choose what the last year and a half for “political games.”
the House of Commons.
“I hope that [Justin Trudeau’s] de“The decisions your government why he called the vote after he and his next 17 months, what the next 17 years
cision
doesn’t cost Canadians too dearly.
and
beyond,
will
look
like.
And
I
know
caucus
stated
multiple
times
a
pandemic
makes right now will define the future
that we have the right plan, the right My wife Rebecca and I had COVID-19,
your kids and grandkids grow up in. So election was not in their plans.
“Canadians deserve their say, and team, and the proven leadership to meet we know the fears and uncertainties that
in this pivotal, consequential moment,
who wouldn’t want a say? Who that’s exactly what we are going to give that moment,” he said. “So to the other are out there. But let’s be clear, this elecparties: Please explain why you don’t tion is not about next week, next month,
think Canadians should have the choice? or even next year, it’s about the next four
Why you don’t think that this is a pivotal years,” he said.
O’Toole positioned himself as the
moment?”
It was a more pared-down first day leader with a “fresh” approach.
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
“I’m going to be presenting
on the campaign trail than he’s had in
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
previous elections. He held a virtual Canada’s recovery plan. I have a track
townhall with candidates from a studio record of bringing people together from
Mala’s Kitchen To
setup inside a downtown Ottawa hotel my time in the military, my time in the
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
which the party could rely on throughout private sector as a volunteer. I’m in this
I've created many a tried
the campaign. He then travelled by bus for my children and your children,” he
and tested recipe in my
to Blainville, Que. for a brief meet and said.
repertoire. On my channel
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh is pregreet with local candidates and supportI've an ever expanding colers at a cafe patio. Selfies are one fixture senting the NDP as the most progressive
lection of crowd pleasing
of Trudeau’s appearances that haven’t option for voters, namely as it relates to
recipes. Some for enterfallen victim to the pandemic, now the country’s post-pandemic recovery.
“We are the only party saying very
they’re just taken with masks on.
taining, some for simple at
All other federal party leaders clearly that there’s a third option, which
home dining and even a
kicked
off their campaigns with remarks is to make the ultra-rich pay their fair
recipe or two that just
in which they framed their focus for the share…and invest that into health care
might please even your
race, and called out Trudeau for trigger- and to housing and to justice for Indigemother in law too! New
ing the vote while the country is still try- nous people,” he said.
recipes are always being
He also accused Trudeau of using
ing to rebound from the last 17 months.
added so be sure to check
While the opposition parties have the election to gain more power, and
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instacriticized Trudeau's timing, arguing that walking away from important issues like
the Liberals are unnecessarily putting climate change.
gram and Youtube via the links below.
“He wants a majority, but why does
their own political interests above those
of Canadians who are once again facing he want a majority? It’s certainly not beFacebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
another wave of COVID-19 cases, all cause he wants to help more people, or
sides have already been engaging in help people more, it’s only because he
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
pseudo-electioneering all summer long. wants to help people less and people end
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Given the ongoing pandemic, par- up paying the price. The reality is that
ties have had to map out public health he’s fed up with New Democrats pushYoutube
parameters in an effort to safely criss- ing him to deliver more help to more
cross the country pitching themselves, people,” he said. “It’s clear that in calling
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8Fotheir candidates, and their platforms. this election he’s walking away from a
KvJfm2dOA
This has included various elements of lot of things that could be done.”
protections depending on each cam-

Calling all Foodies!
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Dominica goes into lockdown
as Covid cases spike
As coronavirus cases in Dominica
continue to spike, the government has
imposed a weekend lockdown to curb
new infections.
The island recorded 29 new infections in 407 rapid antigen tests carried
out over the last few days.
Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit
addressed the nation last week when he
stated that the President has approved an
amendment to the Emergency Powers
Order to impose a curfew from 6 pm on
Friday to 5 am on Monday.
Only essential workers, taxi drivers,
people seeking medical attention and
persons travelling in and out of the country are free to operate during curfew
ours.

Gas stations at High Street,
Portsmouth, Canfield and Marigot are
open, until 1:00 pm. Only taxi operators
and essential workers will be served.
Pharmacies are opened from 10:00
am to 1:00 pm.
Supermarkets and shops open from
10:00am to 1:00pm. But the government
has urged Dominicans to “only shop
where you reside.”
The prime minister placed the
blame for the spike in cases squarely on
the shoulders of people who refused to
adhere to the COVID-19 restrictions.
“We as a country let our guard
down. Some people came in illegally;
we dropped our guard with the parties,
fetes, limes; too many of us have not

Dominica PM Roosevelt Skerrit

been wearing our masks and too many
of us are not vaccinated,” he stated.
Skerrit appealed to unvaccinated
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Dominicans to take a jab of the OxfordAstraZeneca or Sinopharm vaccines
available on the island.
“Vaccination reduces the likelihood
of contracting and transmitting the virus;
and also reduces the likelihood of becoming seriously ill, if you become infected with the virus,” he said.
Around 14,000 COVID-19 antigen
test kits will be imported into Dominica
to test the population to determine virus
spread.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has come to the attention of the
publishers of Equality News that certain persons are removing bulk copies
of this newspaper from stores where
they are being distributed for your
convenience, and then destroying
them.
This illegal practice seems to be designed to stop Equality News from
reaching readers and advertisers, and
is being carried out with the clear intent to discredit our efforts to prove to
our clients that our paper is being
properly circulated weekly.
We are seeking the cooperation of
the public at large and store owners
and their staff to alert us if they see
our paper being removed in bulk from
places of distribution, and if possible,
to provide photographic evidence of
such a crime to us as we fully intend
to pursue such illicit activity to the
fullest extent of the law.
Readers and clients will understand
that we print and distribute Equality
News at significant cost each week in
order to meet our mandate of keeping
people of Caribbean descent informed
of events and happenings in their former homelands.
As well, we provide a weekly opportunity for readers to support community-owned businesses by shopping
locally.
Illegal activities such as the bulk removal of our paper from places of distribution hurt not just us, but our
readers and our clients who depend
on our readership for business, especially in these difficult times.
Please report any such illegal acitivity to us by calling 647-216-2359.
We appreciate your cooperation in
this very serious matter.
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Guyana PM Phillips: India’s culture
transcends race in Guyanese daily life
PRIME Minister, Brigadier (ret’d)
Mark Phillips has said he is proud of the
significant contribution Indian culture
has made in the lives of all Guyanese.
The Prime Minister joined High
Commissioner of India to Guyana, Dr.
K. J. Srinivasa, and other dignitaries to
celebrate the 75th Independence Anniversary of India, the world’s largest
democracy, at the Swami Vivekananda
Cultural Centre in Georgetown on Sunday. “Guyana is a country that prides itself in the unity of its people, and the
celebration of India’s culture transcends
beyond race, through our daily practices
in the food we eat, the music we listen
to, the holidays we observe, and even
the way we dress.
“As one of the fastest growing
economies in the world, and with its vast
potential in manufacturing and innovation, 75 years later, India stands as a
shining example of the power that free-

dom, ideas, achievements, actions and
resolve can have on a nation. So, I commend the Government of India for taking this holistic approach on its
independence observations as it serves
as a reminder to its own people and the
people and the world, of the importance
of strong cultural heritage and resilience.”
Prime Minister Phillips said
Guyana is fortunate to celebrate, without
fear of discrimination or obstruction,
with India as it observes this occasion
around the world.
He reflected on Guyana’s 55-year
relationship with the Republic of India,
with established partnerships in the
areas such as economic cooperation,
cultural exchange, infrastructural development, education and health. The
Prime Minister particularly noted India’s
generosity in helping Guyana fight the
COVID-19 pandemic by donating

Guyana PM Mark Phillips

80,0000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine. “These and other shows of good
relations with India serve as testimony
to Guyana’s commitment to a continued,
strong friendship, built on mutual respect, benefits and understanding with
India,” he said. The Prime Minister extended best wishes to India’s Prime Min-

ister, Narendra Modi, the government,
and the people of India from Guyana’s
President, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali.
Former President Donald Ramotar;
Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony,
MP; and Minister of Human Services
and Social Security, Dr. Vindhya Persaud, MP, also attended the celebration.
Meanwhile, High Commissioner, Dr.
Srinivasa said India and Guyana have
shared a lot, and that in the coming
years, the two countries will be greater
partners in progress. “I believe that the
time for Guyana has come, and I want
to re-emphasise that Guyana should
count India as one of its stable friends,
who has been there throughout with
Guyana, and we will be there. “We will
be very happy to share our expertise, to
upgrade skills, to extend capacity and, at
the same time, to see that Guyana gets
the best of what it deserves,” Dr. Srinivasa said.

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

Order now at

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Impacted by COVID-19?
Confused about what to do?
Roots Community Services provides support for
Black African Caribbean communities with:
• Food and meal assistance • Mental health services
• Facts about COVID-19 • Self-isolation and quarantine support
Ŏomm;1ঞomv|o1ollmb|u;vou1;v
And much more!

Call us at

647-812-8545
9am-7pm Weekdays
Visit our website at www.rootscs.org

Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc.
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Guyana's #1 Jeweller
D&S Ramdeholl and Son Jewellery
Tel. 592-226-2415
WhatsApp. 592-658-3272
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
Follow on Instagram @ dsjewellery.gy

NOW AVAILABLE
Two remastered CDs of
classic songs from the Ghazal
Master Bhaskar Sharma

BHASKAR’S GEETS AND BHAJANS
The Music of Bhaskar Sharma
Remastered and brought to you by SHRI ANAND RAMBHAROSE (inset)
More info Bhaskar Sharma 647 216 2359 http://www.EqualityNews.ca

including the first classical music composed
and recorded outside of India.

For information or to purchase,
please call 647-216-2359 or visit
www.equalitynews.ca

FROM BHASKAR WITH LOVE
The Original Music of Bhaskar Sharma
The only CD of original ghazals composed and sung by any artist outside of India.
Remastered and brought to you by SHRI ANAND RAMBHAROSE (inset)
More info Bhaskar Sharma 647 216 2359 http://www.EqualityNews.ca
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Man, woman charged after
overseas-based Guyanese killed
A man and a woman were on Monday remanded to prison for the murder
of a 62-year-old overseas-based
Guyanese who was strangled and beaten
to death one week after he had returned
home.
Those charged are Malisha
Dutchin, 23, unemployed of Lot 4 Reliance Settlement, East Canje Berbice as
well as Mario Bissoondyal, 32, a fisherman of Lot 141 Main Street Cumberland, East Canje Berbice.
They both appeared at the New
Amsterdam Magistrate’s Court before
Magistrate Renita Singh where the
charge was read but they were not required to plead.
They duo was charged with the
murder of Hemraj Pardesi in the furtherance of a robbery.
Bail was refused and the matter was
transferred to Reliance Magistrate’s
Court for September 9.
Pardesi, who had returned to
Guyana about a week prior to his demise, was found dead in his house at Reliance, Region Six (East Berbice
Corentyne).
A postmortem found that the man
was strangled and beaten to death.
Police, who responded to the crime
scene, discovered the man’s body lying
face-down with what appears to be blood

Mario Bissondyal and Malisha Dutchin: charged with the murder of Hemraj Pardesi

coming from his nose, and duct tape
around his neck.
Several traces of what appeared to
be blood were also seen on the step leading to the upper flat of his house.

Additionally, the entire upper flat of
the house was ransacked.
Police subsequently arrested Bissoondyal based on information provided
to them. Bissoondyal, during interroga-

tion, confessed to being a part of the plot
and execution of the robbery/murder.
Reports indicate that two other persons, who have been implicated in the
crime, are still at large.
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Don’t let this happen to you!
A low cost ad in Equality News can
change the message in 2021.
CallD&S
our Ramdeholl
ad department
today for a
& Son Jewellery
Tel: 592-226-2415
no-obligation
quote.
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
647-216-2359
https://www.ramdeholljewellery.com
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
Shilpa Shetty and mother Sunanda: spa owner claims they are not involved

Shah Rukh
releases
Reports
claimKhan
Shilpa
Shetty,
mother
forfor
fraud
‘Laphao’booked
anthem
KKR
Amid the Raj Kundra pornography racket Vibhutikhand police station, and Rohit Veer Singh
After the famous “Korbo Lorbo Jeetbo
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pancase, more trouble is brewing for Shilpa Shetty and at Hazratganj police station had filed a case for aldemic, IPL 2020 is being conducted in UAE
Re,” Shah Rukh Khan’s IPL team Kolkata
her family. A team of Lucknow Police has reached leged cheating. Now Hazratganj Police and VibKnight Riders (KKR) has a new fan anthem
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
Mumbai in order to question Shilpa Shetty and her hutikhand Police have sent notices for questioning
titled “Laphao.” This is the first time that fans Rukh Khan, however, is in UAE supporting
mother Sunanda Shetty in an alleged fraud case re- Shilpa Shetty and her mother in this case."
are getting to see SRK appear on-screen after his team Kolkata Knight Riders.
lated to the wellness center. Reportedly, two FIRs
However, according to the latest update, Kiran
his 2018 film Zero.
Shah Rukh Khan said in a statement, “I
have been registered at Hazratganj and Vibhutik- Bawa, Chairperson – IOSIS Wellness Centre, took
have been attending the matches, and I truly
Composed and written by Badshah, the
hand police stations in Lucknow. One team has al- to her social media to confirm that Shilpa Shetty
music video features some great moments
miss the energy of our toofani fans. Since we
ready reached Mumbai for questioning and another and her mother Sunanda Shetty have no connection
have to show our love to each other thoda
from the IPL tournament, the fan reactions
one will soon reach in order to question the Bolly- whatsoever with her wellness centre. Contrary to
and of course, Shah Rukh.
door se this year, we created a fan anthem that
wood actress and her mother.
the reports doing the rounds online, there is no truth
The music video sends the message that
captures the emotions of all our fans aptly and
According to News18, "Shilpa Shetty and her to the stories that claim Shilpa Shetty and her
this year, KKR requests all their fans to show was even launched by them today. It was
mother took crores of rupees from two people in mother have been booked for fraud. "Ms. Shilpa
great fun to interact with the team today, and
the love for their team with social distancing
the name of opening a branch of the wellness cen- Shetty and her mother Ms. Sunanda Shetty have no
in mind.
we hope to keep making our fans proud.”
ter, but the promise was not fulfilled. In this case, connection with IOSIS. We have parted ways amiJyotsna Chauhan, a resident of Omaxe Heights at cable long ago,” Bawa said.
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Trinidad’s retail sector reopens
after long Covid closure
Trinidad’s Downtown Owners and
Merchants Association (DOMA) head
Gregory Aboud said Monday that he is
concerned another lockdown could be
the final nail in the coffin for business
owners in the capital city.
Following months of closed doors,
retail stores reopened yesterday and as
swiftly as sales restarted, there came a
stern warning that the country cannot afford to slip up again.
Aboud said any more COVID-19
restrictions could cripple businesses for
good.
“This is all about trying to protect
the country from another shutdown,
which we can ill afford and which I
might want to signal in advance that the
private sector will be unable to do the
POS Mayor Joel Martinez with DOMA head Gary Abound in the city Monday
type of subsistence and stipend support
as far as salaries go if we have a third with business activities after a debilitat- iour towards the pandemic.
shutdown.”
“The truth is, if you protect youring period.
Port-of-Spain mayor Joel Martinez
He said while business owners self, and your staff and you force those
and Trade and Industry Minister Paula were not strong-arming staff to vaccinate who come to your business to be covGopee-Scoon joined Aboud on a tour of against the COVID-19 virus, he pleaded ered, face masks, temperature checks,
retail businesses yesterday. Aboud said with shoppers to be responsible since the sanitation and so on, then you have
he was heartened to see the city pulsing industry’s future hinges on their behav- every reason to be safe and I don’t think

we want to get to the stage of saying a
New York City where they have a differentiation in rights of vaccine and unvaccinated people.”
Gopee-Scoon said she was not satisfied with the vaccination rate among
those in the sector and cautioned against
being lulled into complacency.
“Employees have to be vaccinated,
safeguard themselves, safeguard their
families and of course their employers
safeguarding their business interest. Nobody wants a closure again.”
Meanwhile, the public can brace for
a return of wrecking in the city, as mayor
Martinez said measures will be taken
against indiscriminate parking expected
with the increase in traffic.
“The reason why we stopped
wrecking was that the city was under the
pandemic. You don’t want to add additional stress for anybody, but at some
stage we’re going to have to bring it
back, as one indiscriminate person will
bring confusion and there will have traffic backed up from here to Maraval.”

Haiti pleads for help after earthquake
Doctors in Haiti on Monday battled in make-shift tents to save the lives
of hundreds of injured people, including young children and the elderly, outside hospitals overwhelm-ed by an
earthquake that killed at least 1,419
people.
While rescue teams toiled to dig
out survivors of Saturday’s 7.2 magnitude quake, a storm dumped heavy rain
on the southern coast of Haiti, bringing
flooding near the worst-hit areas and
exacerbating the humanitarian crisis,
local residents said.
Deus Deronneth, a politician from
the Jacmel region, posted a video on
Twitter showing a torrent of water
sweeping through a local town and
confirmed the flooding to Reuters.
The earthquake brought down tens
of thousands of buildings in the deeply
impoverished country, which is still recovering from a major temblor 11 years
ago and the assassination of its president, Jovenel Moise, on July 7.
Dozens of churches, hotels, homes
and schools were seriously damaged or
ruined by the quake. Haitian authorities
said on Monday afternoon that 1,419
fatalities had been confirmed, with
some 6,900 people injured and 37,312
houses destroyed.
Data circulating among aid groups
indicated over 450 additional deaths
had been logged in the hardest-hit department, and Haitian officials warned

A woman sits in front of a damaged house in Les Cayes, Haiti

the toll was likely to rise.
The areas in and around the city of
Les Cayes – some 150 km (93 miles)
west of the Caribbean country’s capital
Port-au-Prince – suffered the most
damage, putting enormous strain on
local hospitals, some of which were
badly damaged.
Collapsed buildings lined the main
street of the seafront city of 100,000

people. Dozens of men dug through
rubble from a hotel whose owner died
in the quake, residents said.
The city’s general hospital was
overwhelmed, with doctors and nurses
attending patients in tents in its
crowded parking lot because there was
no more room inside.
Dozens lay on beds and mattresses
on the grass outside the hospital. In-

side, patients were on stretchers on the
floor or on cots in crowded rooms with
relatives by their sides.
Babies were being transported out
of the hospital’s neonatal intensive care
unit over concerns that the building
was unsafe after the quake, according
to a Reuters witness.
Dr. Lucette Gedeon, a pediatrician, had been volunteering at the
makeshift neonatal ward since Saturday and said the hospital had run out of
antibiotics and anesthetics.
“There have been babies that
came in needing limbs amputated after
they were trapped under the rubble,”
Gedeon said.
Outside, Marceline Charles said
her 1-month-old baby was hit by a
brick when their house collapsed. The
debris also cut a deep wound in the
head of her 7-year-old daughter.
“I don’t know whether she’ll survive,” Charles said.
Nearby, Michelle Delva stood
next to her sister, Claudine, cradling
the injured woman’s infant. Delva said
that when the earthquake struck, Claudine threw herself on top of her baby to
save him from falling bricks. She broke
her leg and needs an operation but they
had been waiting outside since Saturday.
“She’s not getting the attention
she needs, the doctors are so busy,”
Delva said.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY AUGUST 19 2021

24

State agencies pump $346M more
into cash-strapped GuySuCo
Several Ministry of Agriculture
(MOA) agencies on Monday signed off
on a total of $474M in contracts. The
majority of the total sum represents three
contracts for the cash-strapped Guyana
Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo).
The three contracts that were signed
are for the supply and delivery of nine
long reach track-type hydraulic excavators, one short reach track-type hydraulic
excavator and one short reach wheeltype hydraulic excavator.
The contracts for the supply and delivery of the machineries to the tune of
$356,500,000 were awarded to Guyana
Tractor and Equipment Limited (GUYTRAC).
The excavators, according to information released by the Ministry, are required for the rehabilitation of the
drainage and irrigation channels at all estates, including the ones passing through
residential communities – it also includes the rebuilding of the surrounding
perimetre dam of the Albion Estates.
It was further stated that the works
are intended to reduce the likelihood of
future flooding on the estates and other
surrounding communities. Moreover, the

machines will also be used for the maintenance of infrastructures like dams,
bridges and aqueducts. For years,
Guyana’s sugar industry has been considered a liability due to its poor financial standing and low productivity.
Yesterday too, contracts were
signed for other MOA agencies like,
Guyana Rice Development Board
(GRDB), National Drainage and Irrigation Agency (NDIA), Hydromet Department
and
Guyana
Marketing
Corporation (GMC).
The contracts signing were held in
the Agriculture Ministry’s boardroom,
which is located at Shiv Chanderpaul
Drive and Regent Street, Georgetown.
During the signing, Agriculture
Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha, told contractors that the projects were a critical
part of the government’s overall developmental agenda for the agriculture sector. The Minister also reminded the
contractors that works should be done to
the specification and completed in a
timely manner as the ministry works towards completing its 2021 work programme.

Guyana gov’t pumping more money into GuySuCo

CRIME & COURTS

Girl, 13, rescued by neighbours after repeated rape
Rescued on Thursday last by residents of Nandy Park, East Bank Demerara (EBD), was a 13-year-old girl
who was reportedly abducted, raped
and then thrown out into the streets.
Kaieteur News was told it was
during the early afternoon hours that
the residents’ attention was drawn to
cries of a traumatized and lost little
girl. Concerned, they ventured out to
render assistance. Sources related that
it was quite evident that something
was wrong as the girl continued to cry
and lament that she was lost and
wanted to go home.
Worrying about her wellbeing,
public spirited residents hired a taxi
and transported her to Providence Police Station. Investigators who received her said, they subsequently
learnt that she was reportedly abducted by a man in a white car and allegedly raped before he dumped her
along the East Bank Public Road.
Kaieteur News understands that
investigators took the teenager to the
hospital and based on a medical ex-

amination that was conducted, investigators confirmed that she was indeed
sexually molested.
The child was later placed into
custody of the Child Care and Protection Agency (CPA). It is unclear at the
moment if she still remains in the care
of the agency or whether she is with a
relative.
However, head of CPA, Ann
Greene related that an officer is working along with detectives on the matter and she will update the media later
this week.

Sophia man
shot to death
Detectives have detained two
persons after a 24-year-old man was
found dead Monday with gunshot
wounds to his left-side chest and his
right arm.
The dead man has been identified
as Keron McPherson of lot 687 ‘D’
Field Sophia, Georgetown. His remains were discovered around
04:00Hrs lying in a yard in ‘C’ Field,

Sophia. According to police, they had
responded to a call from a woman notifying them that a man was lying motionless in a yard with what looked
like blood on his skin.
Detained for questioning in connection to his death are a 28-year-old
woman and 21-year-old-man. Detectives are working along with a theory
that McPherson’s murder might have
stemmed from a triangular-love-affair.
Investigators have learnt that he
was in a relationship with a woman
residing in ‘C’ Field Sophia, the same
area where his body was found. That
woman, according to what the cops
were told, is also dating another man
who lives on Broad and Lombard
Streets, Charlestown.
McPherson was last seen alive by
his brother around 23:50Hrs. He was
at home around this time but had left
immediately after heading towards ‘C’
Field Sophia.

Toddler drowns in trench
The Guyana Police Force informed members of the media yester-

day evening that a three-year-old from
the North Ruimveldt Squatting Area
who was reported missing earlier in
the day was found dead in a nearby
trench.
Details of the report note that the
child’s 19-year-old mother, Aaliyah
Archer, had last seen her son asleep
around 5: 00 hrs. But it was at 6:18
hrs she discovered Trayshawn Archer
was no longer in the house.
Kaieteur News understands that
she immediately started to search for
him and found a pair of brown rubber
slippers belonging to him on the
bridge that gave access to her neighbour’s yard. The neighbour, Sean
Dover, stated that he did not see
Trayshawn for the day hence a report
was made at the North Ruimveldt Police Outpost.
Concerned residents along with
the police conducted a search but the
toddler was not found.
About 15:15hrs, police said the
body of Trayshawn Archer was found
in the trench.
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Guyana gov’t announces $2.6 billion
in cash grants for vulnerable groups
IN addition to the existing cash
grants, President Dr. Irfaan Ali has announced three additional measures
which will provide cash incentives totalling $2.6 billion, specifically targeting
vulnerable groups such as the elderly,
persons with disabilities, and those who
rely on public assistance.
In a special address to the nation on
Monday night, Dr. Ali said that a one-off
grant of $25,000 will be given to all oldage pensioners. “This grant will benefit
almost 65,000 persons, and place an additional $1.6 billion of disposable income in the hands of our elderly,”
President Ali said.
He added that the grant is equivalent to an additional month of pension.
A similar one-off grant of $25,000
will also be distributed to all recipients
of public assistance, and persons living
with disabilities. “This grant will benefit
about 25,000 persons, and place more
than $600 million of additional disposable income in their pockets,” the Head
of State noted.
Additionally, he said that an electricity credit will be paid to the Guyana
Power and Light (GPL) on behalf of all
households consuming not more than 75
kilowatt hours of electricity per month.
The credit to each household will be
equivalent to one month of their electricity bill, and will inject more than $200
million of disposable income into more
than 40,000 households.
“Together, these three new measures will provide an additional income
support of $2.6 billion to our most vulnerable households,” Dr. Ali indicated.
He reminded his audience that these
new measures come even as the People’s
Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) contin-

Guyana’s elderly will benefit from the cash grants

ues the distribution of three major cash
grants, namely: The $25,000 COVID-19
cash grant, the $19,000 education cash
grant, and another $7.8 billion in flood
relief cash grants.
President Ali said that currently, the
distribution of the COVID-19 cash grant
is in its second phase, and that once that
is completed, the programme will have
placed more than $8 billion in the hands
of families all across the country.
“As you know, since my government assumed office last August, we
have spared no effort to ensure the reversal of the severe and punitive conditions
created by five years of misrule and mismanagement by the APNU+AFC dictatorship,” Dr. Ali said.
He reminded that through the 2020
and 2021 budgets, the government removed Value-Added Tax (VAT) on water
and electricity, as well as on basic food
items, basic household necessities, and
on medical and educational supplies.
Further, President Ali reminded of
the administration’s efforts to ensure a
reduction in water tariffs by five per
cent, as well as the 50 per cent reduction
in licence fees, which had been increased
since 2014.
The Head of State also pointed to

the government’s drive to make homeownership and home construction more
affordable by removing the VAT on basic
construction materials, as well as increasing the ceilings on low-income
mortgages from $8 million to $12 million, “and on loans granted by the New
Building Society from $12 million to
$15 million”.
Dr. Ali said, too, that the government also doubled the ceiling on loans
eligible for mortgage interest relief from
$15 to $30 million. “We also reduced the
cost of connectivity, by taking off the
VAT on data for residential and individual use, and on cellular phones,” President Ali noted.
He said, too, that in order to reduce
the cost of doing business and to create
jobs for all Guyanese, the government
ensured the removal of VAT on heavy
machinery and equipment. It also removed corporate income taxes on companies investing in the education and
health sectors, and reversed the hike in
land rental charges that took effect in
2015. “The latter measure alone put $1.4
billion back into the hands of farmers,”
Dr. Ali said.
He also referenced the $7.8 billion
in flood relief assistance, which will

begin this week, as well as the introduction of a cap on the freight charges used
to calculate taxes on imports. “This
measure will allow for a saving of $4.8
billion by consumers and businesses,”
Dr. Ali posited.
“Other measures that my government has implemented since we assumed office include an increase in Old
Age Pensions from $20,500 monthly to
$25,000 monthly and in public assistance from $9,000 to $12,000 monthly.
These two measures alone have injected
an additional $4.5 billion in income support to these vulnerable groups,” President Ali added.
The President reiterated his government’s commitment to supporting all
Guyanese “as we navigate the current
challenges of our time; as we rebuild our
country from the difficulties of the last
five years, and as we work towards realising the prosperity that inevitably lies
ahead for our country and all our citizens.”
The Head of State expressed confidence that the new measures will go a
long way in bringing additional relief to
the people of Guyana. “This is a government that cares; this is your government,
regardless of which community [or]
which region you are from,” he said.
On top of all the relief measures,
Dr. Ali also pledged additional support
within the coming months. “We will
continue to work on finding ways in
which we will continue to make your
lives easier; ways in which we will continue to make you more prosperous, and
ways in which we will deliver to you a
life that is fulfilling and satisfying,” the
President concluded.

Floodwaters rising again in Region 10
THE floodwaters are back again in
the Kwakwani area in Region Ten, and
are now posing a serious threat to several communities along the Cuyuni
River, in Region Seven, thanks to the
above-normal rainfall of late in the traditionally sunny month of August this
year. The situation has gotten so bad
that over the weekend, the Civil Defence Commission (CDC) was forced
to dispatch a small assessment team,
along with 80 food hampers, 200 cleaning hampers, and 10,000 water purification tablets to Eteringbang, a mining
community along the Cuyuni River,
following the receipt of approximately
80 reports at the National Emergency
Monitoring System (NEMS) over the
past week. Speaking with the Guyana
Chronicle on Monday, Chief Hydromet
Officer, Garvin Cummings, explained
that while the rainfall currently being
experienced this month is not as severe
as it was during the May – June period,

An inundated store in Eteringbang

it is higher than what usually obtains at
this time of year.
But, it wasn’t entirely unexpected,
given the above-normal rainfall we’ve
been having throughout the year.
“This has been a wetter than usual

year; every month, with the exception
of February, has been wetter than usual,
month-on-month. This year has been
wetter than the 30-year average, with
the exception of February, so, August
has been forecasted for that as well,”

Cummings said, adding:
“We have had a reduction of rainfall, overall, which is typical this time
of year. But for the month of August,
we have been having above-normal
rainfall than what we normally have for
the month of August. But it is still less
than what we would’ve experienced
during the May/June period that caused
significant floods.”
Noting that the situation is not
likely to improve any time soon, Cummings said, “The forecast for September is also suggesting that there is a
chance we will have above-normal
rainfall for the month of September,
compared to what is the average for
that month, which will just be more wet
days than what we are likely to experience, but still not as wet as May/June.”
The CDC has been continuously
monitoring the resultant flooding, and
has already begun to take action where
necessary.
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YOUR SEARCH FOR REAL ESTATE IN GUYANA ENDS HERE
Act Now, save 2% with this ad. Covid prices in effect!

East Coast Demerara
Lusignan Public Road E.C.D.

West Coast Demerara
Georgetown

Beautiful residential property near Ogle Airport
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Jamaica Tourism overjoyed
as cruise ships return
After an 18-month halt in cruise
shipping since March last year due to the
novel coronavirus pandemic, tourism
stakeholders beamed with joy on Monday as they welcomed overly relieved
and excited passengers of the Carnival
Sunrise cruise ship at Turtle Bay Pier in
Ocho Rios, St Ann.
Some of the visitors admitted that
frustration was mounting, not being able
to go on cruises for so many months, but
said being vaccinated was crucial to
them enjoying themselves again.
A cheerful Minister of Tourism Edmund Bartlett, who welcomed some of
the guests by bumping elbows with them
to avoid shaking hands, told the Jamaica
Observer that, “It was a very good moment because the return of cruise means
jobs, income and revenue for the Government, but more importantly, it gives
the community of Ocho Rios a sense of
hope that livelihood is back”.
He told journalists that by December the island should record roughly 1.7
million visitors, with cruise passengers
accounting for 300,000 of the travellers.
He said, too, that cruise ships will soon
begin to dock in Montego Bay, St James,
and Falmouth, Trelawny once again, and
that the ministry was “working hard” to
ensure Port Royal and Port Antonio become active as well.
“We need to bring 50,000 jobs back
into activity and we are sure now, with
the programme that has been outlined in
terms of the frequency of calls — 16
calls from Carnival in the next two to
three months.
I spoke with Michael Bayley from
Royal [Caribbean Cruise Line] and that

Cruise ship passengers arriving at Ocho Rios on Monday

programme is coming on board. We are
going to have cruise back on track by
winter. By December we should have
pretty much the full fleet. We could have
just a little under 300,000 by December
and we should have 1.3 million
stopovers so we are projecting we will
end the year with around 1.7 million visitors,” said Bartlett.

Thrilled that cruise shipping is back
on track, Jamaican Marie McKenzie,
vice-president for global ports and
Caribbean government relations for Carnival Corporation, said the occasion was
special to her because she knows what
tourism means to Jamaica's economy.
“I know what this means to our

country to be able to have the economic
activity and I know what it means for our
company and our guests, more importantly,” she told the Observer. She has
worked with Carnival Corporation for 26
years and has responsibility for operations in 27 countries.
McKenzie expressed gratitude to
the Ministry of Tourism, the Port Authority of Jamaica and the Ministry of Health
and Wellness for pressing to ensure that
COVID-19 protocols were enforced.
“This is not the first port Carnival
has returned to. We have been cruising
out of the US, under the guidance of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. So many of the requirements of
your health team were very much in line
with things we were already doing or
other matters that they may have asked
for, that other ports didn't ask for that we
were able to provide,” she said.
The Italian captain of the ship,
Isidoro Renda, meanwhile, celebrated
the fact that Carnival Sunrise will sail to
Jamaica multiple times monthly.
On the other hand, the passengers,
including Jennifer from North Alabama,
basked in joy and eagerness to sail on the
Caribbean Sea and visiting Jamaica.
Her husband Shane had surprised
her by taking her on the cruise to celebrate their 20th wedding anniversary.
Another passenger, Chris Hassler,
declaring that he, his wife Stacy and son
Braiden were fully vaccinated, said he
was excited about the reopening of cruise
shipping and had wanted to be among
“the first people back on”.

Butch Stewart inducted into Media Hall of Fame
Gordon “Butch” Stewart, the late
chairman of the Jamaica Observer, became the latest inductee into the
Caribbean Media Hall of Fame when
he was welcomed into the hallowed
body at a virtual ceremony yesterday at
the start of the 52nd Annual General
Assembly of the Caribbean Broadcasting Union (CBU).
Chairman of the selection panel
for the awards, Vic Fernandes, who
was the longest-serving CBU president, said his panel of adjudicators saw
a body of national and international
contribution at a high level from the inductee, which qualified him for their
recommendation.
Stewart, who died in January this
year, was also hailed for his contribution to other media organisations, some
at the level of their board, including the
Express newspaper and Caribbean
Communications Network ( CCN) in
Trinidad and Tobago.

A citation read in Stewart's honour
also recognised him for the advertising
support that his businesses gave to
media in the region in more than half a
dozen countries. It was noted that his
Sandals Resorts business also operated
an Environmental Media Awards programme for several years in which
journalists have been awarded for work
done in reporting on ecological matters
and how they affected the region's
ecosystems.
It was also noted that Stewart had
seen to the expansion of the Observer's
media entities to now include two radio
stations, one of which, in its first few
years of operation, gained a top six rating in listenership in Jamaica.
Current executive chairman of
Sandals Resorts Adam Stewart expressed delight at his late father being
recognised with the induction into the
Caribbean Media Hall of Fame. He
said his entire family was thrilled by

Gordon “Butch” Stewart

the news and is honoured by the recognition.
The Caribbean Media Hall of
Fame has been operated by CBU for

more than two decades and is considered the highest level of recognition for
media owners and workers in the region.
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Former WI manager praises
team after ﬁrst test win
OMAR Khan, former Trinidad and
Tobago and West Indies cricket team
manager, has lauded the efforts of Jayden Seales and Kemar Roach on Sunday, as they guided the WI to a
nail-biting one-wicket win over Pakistan in the first Test at Sabina Park,
Kingston, Jamaica.
Seales and Roach shared eight
wickets as Pakistan were dismissed for
203 in their second innings on Sunday
morning. And the pair teamed up with
the bat as they produced an unbroken
last-wicket partnership of 17 as the West
Indies reached their victory target of
168 during the final session of the fourth
day.
“I like the fighting spirit and teamwork,” said Khan, during an interview
on Monday. “They showed good grit
and determination. It is what we want to
see in the West Indies cricketers.
“It’s excellent for Jayden Seales
who has made his debut this year and
has really impressed with his work ethic
and his skill level. That augurs well for
the future.”
Khan continued, “We still need
some work to do on our batting. I think
our batting is a little inconsistent. We
need to work on those areas.
“Kemar Roach, leading the bowl-

Omar Khan: praised efforts of Jayden Seales and Kemar Roach

ing attack, has always been that stalwart. I don’t think the bowling is an
issue. Probably in the spin bowling
(area), we need a more effective spinner.
But in terms of the fast bowling, with
Roach, Jason Holder and Seales, we are
in good hands. All and all, it’s good to
have a victory. To take a lead in the se-

ries is a big plus for us, against Pakistan,
who is a tough team.” The pace
bowlers, for both teams, took a combined 37, out of the 39 wickets to fall,
at Sabina. The other two wickets came
via the run-out route.
Asked if he thinks that the WI will
need to strengthen the pace bowling de-

partment or rely on either left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican or off-spinner Rahkeem Cornwall, Khan replied, “It all
depends on the wicket.
“I’m sure the technical staff will
look at the wicket. This wicket definitely assisted the faster bowlers. For a
Test match, you’ll want to have a specialist spinner in your attack. There is
always need for that. I don’t see major
changes in the West Indies team.
(Maybe) you’ll want to bring Cornwall
as the specialist spinner.” The batting
for both teams was inconsistent, with
neither team scoring over 260 in any of
their innings. The Barbadian pair of
Shai Hope and Shamarh Brooks are the
only batsmen, in reserve, in the West Indies’ 17-man squad. “You’ll need to
look at the options that are available.
Hope has proven his worth and I think
he is an option to open the batting,”
Khan said.
The Guyana Amazon Warriors
manager is hopeful that the victory in
the first Test can spur on the team entering the second Test, at Sabina Park,
starting on Friday.
“I think the guys should be motivated and full of confidence, going into
the second Test match, to continue the
momentum and do well.”

Dramatic win: West Indies 'seales' ﬁrst Test
KEMAR ROACH and Jayden
Seales did the damage with the ball,
and combined in the end with the bat
as the West Indies sealed a thrilling,
but tense one-wicket win over Pakistan, on the fourth day of the first Test
match at Sabina Park, Kingston, Jamaica on Sunday.
Pursuing a victory target of 168,
the West Indies were precariously
placed at 151 runs for nine wickets,
during the final session, when the 19year-old Seales joined Roach at the
crease. Roach survived a pair of
dropped catches before cover-driving
Pakistan fast bowler Hasan Ali for two
runs to complete the successful, but at
times topsy-turvy run chase.
Roach finished on 30 and Seales
two not out.
Vice-captain Jermaine Blackwood, in typical swashbuckling fashion, topscored with 55 while Roston
Chase chipped in with 22. However,
the rest of the specialist batsmen offered little resistance, and it was left to
the final pair to guide the West Indies
past the finish line.
Sharing the wickets for Pakistan
were pacers Shaheen Shah Afridi (four
wickets for 50 runs), Ali (3/37) and
Faheem Ashraf (2/29).

Seales, in his fourth Test, was
named as the Man of the Match for his
match-tally of eight wickets for 125
runs.
During the morning session, he
became the youngest West Indian to
claim a five-wicket haul in an innings,
when he took 5/55 as Pakistan, resuming on 160/5, were bowled out for
203.
Jamaican left-arm spinner Alfred
Valentine, at age 20, previously held
the record, when he snapped up 8/104
against England, at Old Trafford,
Manchester, on June 1950.
Pakistan captain Babar Azam
notched 55, Ali 28 and Ashraf 20,
while Seales got support from fellow
fast bowler Roach, who grabbed 3/30.
The second and final Test of the
series will take place at Sabina, starting this Friday.
Scores:
PAKISTAN 217 (Fawad Alam
56, Faheem Ashraf 44, Babar Azam
30, Mohammad Rizwan 23; Jason
Holder 3-26, Jayden Seales 3-70,
Kemar Roach 2-47) and 203 (Babar
Azam 55, Abid Ali 34, Mohammad
Rizwan 30, Azhar Ali 23; Jayden
Seales 5-55, Kemar Roach 3-30) vs
WEST INDIES 253 (Kraigg Brath-

Kemar Roach

waite 97, Jason Holder 58, Jermaine
Blackwood 22, Roston Chase 21; Shaheen Shah Afridi 4-59, Mohammad
Abbas 3-43) and 168-9 (Jermaine
Blackwood 55, Kemar Roach 30 not

out; Shaheen Shah Afridi 4-50, Faheem Ashraf 2-17, Hasan Ali 3-37, Faheem Ashraf 2-29). West Indies won
by one wicket. Man of the Match: Jayden Seales.
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Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Buying or selling real estate is a very important decision, probably the largest financial commitment you will ever make with a lasting impact on your life.
Whether you are purchasing for the first time or planning to sell your existing home, we will
help you navigate through the entire process as simply and stress free as possible to help
you achieve your goals.
We are well supported by a team of financial and legal experts, qualified home inspectors, appraisers and other professionals if needed. We are confident you will enjoy our professional
and enthusiastic style of doing business and our knowledge of the real estate market.

BAIN THOMPSON

DAMIAN SOTO

JONATHAN REGALI

TOBE OMEGA

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

Sales Representative

