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Birthday boy:
Eminent attorney
Roop Sharma
celebrated his
87th birthday this
week, surrounded by close
family that included daughters
Mala, Stuti,
Kamla and
Prabha. Equality
joins the
Caribbean community, which
Sharma has
served tirlessly,
in wishing
him aMITZIE: Equality Publisher Bhaskar Sharma is pictured
MEETING
Happy Birthday.
greeting
MPP Mitzie Hunter at her constituency office earlier this week.
Mitzie, who represents the Scarborough-Guildwood riding, has a message for
our readers. See it on Page 2.

See our ad on
Page 3

MORE GAS THAN IT NEEDS: Guyana’s Natural Resources Minister
Vikram Bharratt has revealed that the country now has more gas than it needs. He has
outlined a master plan to determine the best use of the excess gas, likely for activities
in support of the agriculture sector. He said that this includes fertilizer production,
gas-to-protein, and agricultural processing. With respect to fertilizer production,
Bharrat said gas can be used to make ammonia. Guyana currently imports approximately 45,000 tonnes of urea and ammonia compounds. To manufacture such a quantity would require 5 to 6 million cubic feet of gas per day, which it now has.
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Emancipation Day Greeting 2021
from MPP Mitzie Hunter
Dear friends,
Earlier this year, the House of Commons voted
unanimously to designate August 1st as Emancipation Day in Canada. The historical significance of
this date is that it marks the day, August 1st, 1834,
when the Slavery Abolition Act came into effect
and formally ended slavery throughout the British
Empire.
In Canada, commemorating the struggles and
systemic racism endured by the Black people who
were once enslaved here has been a process characterized by incremental change. Indeed, Canadians
are not always aware that slavery occurred on this
very land – perhaps due to the way modern-day
Canada is often heralded as a global exemplar of
rights, and freedoms.
It is important to officially recognize those
who fought enslavement and persevered in the face
of racism and discrimination because it is the only
way we can truly understand their pivotal role in
shaping our society. Therefore, each August 1,
Canadians are invited to reflect on and engage in
the ongoing fight against systemic racism and discrimination.
In many ways, though, Emancipation Day
2021 represents a starting point in terms of recognizing, becoming educated about, and carrying
forth the all-important fight for justice that is ongoing in this country. Emancipation Day is a celebration of freedom. Above all, though, this day is a
celebration of the strength and perseverance of
Black communities throughout Canada.
I am privileged to serve this great and diverse
community as the Member of Provincial Parliament

for Scarborough-Guildwood since August 1st 2013.

Sincerely,

I wish everyone a safe and thoughtful Emancipation Day 2021.

Mitzie Hunter
MPP Scarborough-Guildwood
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Guards could face charges in
death of mentally ill inmate
From CBC News:
Five years after Soleiman Faqiri
died on the floor of an Ontario jail —
shackled, pepper-sprayed and face down
with his head covered — the province's
chief forensic pathologist has determined just what killed him.
It's the answer to a question his
family has been asking for years, only
to be told again and again there was no
way of knowing how the 30-year-old
with schizophrenia died behind bars as
he awaited transfer to a medical facility.
Until now.
Faqiri's official cause of death, as
found by Dr. Michael Pollanen: "Prone
position restraint and musculocutaneous
injuries sustained during struggle, exertion and pepper spray exposure" in a
person with an enlarged heart and worsening schizophrenia.
In other words, Faqiri's death was
the result of being held face down on his
stomach and the injuries he suffered
while being physically restrained and
repeatedly struck by a group of at least
six guards at the Central East Correctional Centre in Lindsay, Ont., in 2016.
"Multiple musculocutaneous injuries were present due to blunt trauma
caused by some combination of correctional officers striking Soleiman Faqiri,
or his body hitting the ground or stationary objects during a violent struggle
with the correctional officers," Pollanen
said in a peer-reviewed forensic pathol-

ogy review report dated Aug. 5.
"None of the injuries were individually fatal," Pollanen said in the report.
"But, in combination, the injuries were
a significant contributing factor in
death."
It's a grim conclusion but one his
family can find some measure of peace
in after years of anguish over a truth
they've believed in all along.
"At the end of the day, is there relief? Yes and no. Soli is gone, he's not
coming back and a part of my family
died that day," Faqiri's brother, Yusuf,
told CBC News. "But what this report
does effectively is what should have
been done five years ago."
Their one hope now is for criminal
charges against the guards involved in
Faqiri's death and for his case to serve
as an example so that no family has to
lose a loved one with mental illness this
way again.
As a result of the chief pathologist's report, the case has been referred
back to the Ontario Provincial Police,
meaning criminal charges could possibly be back on the table, the family's
lawyers say.
Two previous criminal investigations — by the Kawartha Lakes Police
Service and the OPP, respectively — resulted in no charges being laid against
any of the guards involved.
"We now know that Soleiman
Faqiri was killed with a lethal combination of excessive force," said Edward

Soleiman Faqiri

Marrocco, one of the lawyers representing the family.
"There is no justification for what
was done to him. There is no training
that authorizes correctional officers to
use this kind of violence. Pollanen has
drawn a direct connection between the
brutality Soleiman endured from the
guards and the death of his body. There
is no mystery remaining in the killing of
Soleiman Faqiri."
Faqiri — or "Soli," as his family
knew him — had been a straight-A student and captain of his high school football team. But his life took a turn when
he was diagnosed with schizophrenia at
18 after a car accident. Over the years,

he was repeatedly taken into custody
under the province's Mental Health Act.
Pollanen's finding comes just
months after the lead pathologist announced a review into Faqiri's death.
According to the family's lawyers, it
also replaces the finding of the original
2017 forensic pathology report by Dr.
Magdaleni Bellis, which found Faqiri's
cause of death could not be determined
— or was "unascertained."
The move to review the case
comes less than a year after court documents emerged suggesting jail guards
violated their use-of-force policies when
they restrained Faqiri.
In a formal examination provided
under oath, one of two jail managers
fired after Faqiri's death, Dawn Roselle,
said she would never have knowingly
combined the use of pepper-spray and a
spithood with restraining someone on
their stomach.
The province has claimed in court
documents that Roselle and another
manager fired after Faqiri's death did
not act "in the course and scope of their
duties." Their lawyer previously told
CBC News his clients were being
"scapegoated" by the province.
It also comes more than two years
after CBC News spoke exclusively with
an inmate whose cell was directly across
from Faqiri's segregation unit, and
whose eyewitness account never factored into the original post-mortem report.

Teen killed in Hamilton was ‘loving son’
The family of a teenage boy killed in a homicide in Hamilton on Friday are describing him as a
loving son and brother.
Keden Bond was 17-years-old when he died
Friday in a triple shooting.
The Hamilton Police Service identified Bond
on Monday, sharing photos of the victim and a
statement with permission from the family.
On Aug. 6, Hamilton police responded to reports of a shooting in Stoney Creek in the rear
parking lot at 288 Mud Street West, near Paramount Drive, at around 7:30 p.m.
Two suspects allegedly approached three people who were standing in the parking lot and fired
several shots at them, police said.
Three male victims were found with gunshot
wounds, including Bond, who was found without
vital signs.
Bond was transported to hospital where he
later died from his injuries, police said.
A 35-year-old man suffered “life-altering” injuries in the shooting according to Hamilton police, while a 25-year-old victim was treated for his
injuries and has since been released from hospital.
Bond was born and raised in Hamilton and
had recently graduated from high school.
“He is described as a loving son and brother
and was aspiring to follow in his grandfather's

Keden Bond pictured in family photos provided by the police. The teenager has been described as a loving son and brother by friends and family members

footsteps to become an electrician,” a release on
his identification said.
Bond’s family is requesting privacy at this

time.
Police are asking anyone with information to
contact investigators.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Stop theClimate
games,crisis
AG Williams
Climate
scientists
are Attorney
warning Genthat
The
decision
by Guyana
within
the
next
two
decades,
temperaeral Basil Williams to file two appeals of
tures
are likely
to riseJustice
by more
than
the decision
by Chief
Roxanne
1.5C
above pre-industrial
George-Wiltshire’s
findingslevels,
that last Debreaching
the ambition of
theagainst
2015 the
cember’s No-confidence
vote
Paris
climatewas
agreement,
and bringing
government
constitutional,
is grasping
widespread
at straws. devastation and extreme
weather.
“The Honourable Chief Justice Roxrapid and drastic
reductions
anneOnly
George-Wiltshire
erred and
misdiherself in
law when
shedecade
ruled that
inrected
greenhouse
gases
in this
can
the motion
no-confidence
upon a with
diviprevent
suchofclimate
breakdown,
sion vote
of 33:32
of further
the National
every
fraction
of amembers
degree of
Assembly
wasto
validly
passed the
as the
requiheating
likely
compound
accelersite majority
all the elected
ating
effects, of
according
to themembers
Interna-of
the National
Assembly,
to the
article
tional
Panel on
Climatepursuant
Change,
106
(6)
of
the
constitution,”
the
Attorney
world’s leading authority on climate
General contends in his appeal.
science.
In
herdire
decision,
CJ George-Wiltshire
The
warning
comes as the
explained
that
in
getting
a majority,wildone
world deals with unprecedented
side that
mustare
acquire
one more
than the other
fires
ravaging
everywhere
from
side.
absolute
as
BC
toAn
Greece,
andmajority,
floods she
are said,
causing
specified
by
the
constitution,
is
a
majority
major damage and countless fatalities
in Europe and Asia.
Melting Arctic glaciers are also
contributing to the rapid rise in sea levels around the world.
Dear
Friends,
The comprehensive
assessment of

climate
scienceofpublished
Monday,
of all Members
Parliamenton
present
rethe
sixth
such
report
from
the
IPCC
gardless if they are present or not. The
since
1988, has
been eight
in the
chief justice
concluded
that anyears
absolute
mamaking,
marshaling the work of hunjority is 33.
dreds
experts
and peer-review
studAsof
such,
she ruled,
the motion was
conies.
It represents
the and
world’s
full legal.
stitutionally
allowed,
therefore
knowledge
to date
of the physical
basis
This means that
the Granger
government
of
climate
and foundwhich
that says
must
abide change,
by the constitution,
human
activity
was and
“unequivocally”
they must
step down
call elections
within
90 days
of the
date of the
no confithe
cause
of rapid
changes
to the
clidence including
vote, whichsea
waslevel
December
2018.
mate,
rises, 21,
melting
is reasonable
to expect
that the
polarIt ice
and glaciers,
heatwaves,
Granger
administration,
floods
and
droughts. which is sworn to
uphold
the constitution,
it,
World
leaders saidwill
theabide
starkbyfindnow must
that itsforce
bid tonew
overturn
themeasures
vote has as
ings
policy
been
found
lacking.
a matter of urgency, to shift the global
If it fails
do so, it becomes
an illegal
economy
to to
a low-carbon
footing.
Govadministration.
ernments
from 197 countries will meet
The
move
byin
Williams,
therefore,
this November
Glasgow
for vital UN
seems totalks,
us justcalled
another
attempt to forestall
climate
Cop26.
the inevitable
a desperate
bid witnessto hold on
While weinin
Canada are
to
power.
ing first hand the destructive forces
caused by climate change, other factors
are being blamed for bizarre weather in
the Caribbean. Recently in Guyana, for
instance, flooding there was called the
great amount
of time andhistory
effort has
been
worst
in the country’s
bynow
Presi-

dentLegal
Irfaan
Ali,everywhere
but a lot ofhave
people
minds
said afthat
fected
by
it
did
not
make
the
link
bethe government has no ground to stand on
tween
floods
and
change,
via thisthe
latest
appeal.
Allclimate
it is doing
is dragblaming
it instead
on excessive
rain.
ging the country
through
political uncerweather
isleadership
a pattern is
of
taintyExtreme
at a time when
clear
climate
And
theforward
Caribbean
is
needed tochange.
move the
nation
in terms
experiencing
very
wet and
of dealing withboth
its own
fledgling
oilvery
econdry
as international
a result.
omy,conditions
as well as the
crisis in
In today’s
issue,
we carry a story
Venezuela,
right next
door.
Security
issues at homeCaribbean
are also paraon the
Barbados-based
Climount,Outlook
with crime
seeming
to be on an
mate
Forum
(CariCOF),
which
ever-increasing
the
says
though thetrajectory
majoritythat
ofincludes
the
shooting lastexperienced
week of one of
Guyana’s
most
Caribbean
above
normal
celebrated
Dr Brian
O’Toole,
rainfall
inexpatriates,
June, drought
conditions
are
and murders
are parts
happening
emerging
inthat
some
of thealmost
region,
every
day.
particularly in the Bahamas, and parts
AGeastern
WilliamsCaribbean.
and President Granger
of the
mightIn
also
accused
of tryingthe
to Caribuy time
itsbe
August
bulletin,
to
use
the
offices
they
hold
to
try
to
dis- is
COF said that the drought situation
creditaffecting
any opposition
they may
face
at the
also
the Guianas
and
Belize.
polls,Itincluding
using
the state-controlled
said parts
of the
eastern
media
as
well
as
law
enforcement
tactics
Caribbean and the Guianas along
withto
Belize “should closely monitor their
ground water, reservoirs and rivers as
November approaches.”
“Areas ending up in long term
whether
orend
in other
countries,may
are a
drought here
by the
of November

experience
water
levels in large reserbring
them into
disrepute.
voirs,
and groundwater
Theylarge
may rivers
think these
are strategic that
are lower
than
usual,
whichseen
would
bemoves,
but the
drama
is being
by the
come a concern
for thefor2021-22
dry
international
community
what it is:
a
season,”attempt
it added.
desperate
to hold onto power. The
last week,
we carried another
globalAnd
community
has communicated
as
storytobytheenvironmentalists
bringing atmuch
Guyana government.
tention
totothe
theGuyana
region’s
To add
thestate
woes,ofthe
Elecoceans,
which areheaded
beingbyclogged
with
tions
Commission,
a geriatric
chairman
who has
beendetriment
in ill health,
now
plastic waste
to the
of isocean
saying
life. that the agency will not be prepared
to holdAs
elections
ocean until
levelsJuly
rise– four
due months
to climate
after
it is constitutionally
due.
change,
a number of Caribbean
counSince
the face
chairman
of thedanger.
agency None
was
tries
could
extreme
handpicked
by the
Granger
administration,
perhaps more
than
Guyana,
which is alwe
have
to
openly
wonder
whether
this,
ready below sea level.
too, is Perhaps
another delaying
tacticleaders
by the govthe region’s
ernment.
should be leading the charge against
It’s time
to stopand
the games
and call
the
climate
change,
demanding
that
elections
now.colleagues take the matter
their world
hard
as Guyana’s
seriouslydemocracy,
as it should
be fought
taken.for, is
at stake.
They must demand a place at the
table of any world discussion on the
matter, like Cop26, as the truth is, they
will probably be the first to face the
worst of it.

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
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We are responsible for each other’s health
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‘CLIMATE ACTION FOR PEOPLE
AND PLANET: THE TIME IS NOW’
By António Guterres, SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations
IN this pivotal year for humanity,
now is the time for bold climate action.
The science is irrefutable and globally
agreed: to stop the climate crisis from
becoming a permanent catastrophe, we
must limit global heating to 1.5 degrees
celsius.
To do this, we must get to net zero
emissions of greenhouse gases by midcentury. Countries making up about twothirds of the global economy have
committed to do so. This is encouraging,
but we urgently need every country, city,
business and financial institution to join
this coalition and adopt concrete plans
for transitioning to net zero.
Even more urgent is for governments to match this long-term ambition
with concrete actions now, as trillions of
dollars are mobilised to overcome the
COVID-19 pandemic. Revitalising
economies is our chance to re-engineer
our future.
The world has a strong framework
for action: the Paris Agreement, in which
all countries committed to set their own
national climate action plans and
strengthen them every five years. Over
five years later, and with damning proof
that if we don’t act we will destroy our
planet, it is time for decisive and effective action as the United Nations convenes all countries in Glasgow in
November for COP26.
The new national plans must cut
global greenhouse gas pollution by at

least 45 per cent by 2030 compared to
2010 levels. Many have been presented
already, and set out clearer policies to
adapt to the impacts of climate change
and boost access to renewable energy.
But so far, those plans achieve less

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

than a one per cent cut in emissions. This
is a true red alert for people and planet.
In the months ahead, beginning
with the upcoming Leaders’ Summit
hosted by the United States, governments must dramatically step up their
ambitions – particularly the biggestemitting countries that have caused the
vast bulk of the crisis.
Phasing out coal from the electricity sector is the single most important
step to get in line with the 1.5-degree
goal. Immediate action to remove the
dirtiest, most polluting fossil fuel from
power sectors offers our world a fighting
chance.
Global coal use in electricity generation must fall by 80 per cent below
2010 levels by 2030. This means that developed economies must commit to
phase out coal by 2030; other countries
must do this by 2040. There is simply no
reason for any new coal plants to be built
anywhere. One third of the global coal
fleet is already more costly to operate
than building new renewables and storage. COP26 must signal an end to coal.
As the world moves toward clean
air and renewable energy, it is essential
that we ensure a just transition. Workers
in impacted industries and the informal
sector must be supported as they move
jobs or reskill. We must also unleash the
vast power of women and girls to drive
transformation, including as equal participants in governance and decisionmaking.
The countries that contributed least
to climate change are suffering many of
the worst impacts. Many small island nations will simply cease to exist if we
don’t step up the response. The developed countries must deliver on their
commitments to provide and mobilise
$100 billion annually by:

* doubling current levels of climate
finance;
* devoting half of all climate finance to adaptation;
* stopping the international funding
of coal; and
* shifting subsidies from fossil
fuels to renewable energy.
The G7 Summit in June offers the
opportunity for the world’s wealthiest
countries to step up and provide the necessary financial commitments that will
ensure the success of COP26.
While governments must lead, decision-makers everywhere have a vital
role to play.
I ask all multilateral and national
development banks, by COP26, to have
clear policies in place to fund the
COVID recovery and the transition to resilient economies in developing countries, taking into account crippling debt
levels and huge pressures on national
budgets.
Many local governments and private businesses have committed to net
zero emissions by 2050, and have engaged in significant reviews of their
business models. I urge all to set ambitious targets and policies.
I encourage young people everywhere to continue to raise their voices
for action to address climate change,
protect biodiversity, stop humanity’s war
on nature and accelerate efforts to
achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals.
Time is running out, and there is
much hard work ahead, but this is no
time to raise the white flag. The United
Nations will keep flying our blue flag of
solidarity and hope. This Earth Day and
over the crucial months ahead, I urge all
nations and all people to rise together to
this moment.
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Woman granted bail after attack on
St Vincent Prime Minister
A 56-year-old woman pleaded not
guilty Monday to a charge of wounding
St Vincent Prime Minister Dr Ralph
Gonsalves during a protest last Thursday
that had been organised by the main Opposition New Democratic Party (NDP)
and two public sector trade unions.
She will return to court on September 15.
The woman, Annamay Lewis, was
granted EC$3,000 bail with one surety
when she appeared at the Kingstown
Magistrate's Court.
She is being represented by a twomember defence team, including attorney Kay Bacchus-Baptiste, who last
week said that his client had been pressured into confessing that she threw the
object that injured the head of Govern-

ment.
The daughter of the accused and
other family members emotionally proclaimed her innocence outside the courtroom.
Gonsalves suffered a concussion
when he was struck in the head by an object outside Parliament on Thursday during the protest against a move by his
Government to have front line workers
vaccinated against COVID-19.
“By the grace of God almighty, I
am doing well and on the mend. It is
confirmed that there are no neurological
deficits. However, I have suffered a concussion and must be monitored over the
next four to six weeks. But it could have
been far more serious,” Gonsalves said
as he emerged from the Queen Elizabeth

A bloodied SVG Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves after the attack
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Hospital in Barbados, where he had been
flown for further medical treatment.
“I take this assault as not just an injury, but also look to the intent of the
throwing of this projectile at me. The intent was to cause grave harm, even
death,” he later wrote on Facebook.

PUBLIC NOTICE
It has come to the attention of the
publishers of Equality News that certain persons are removing bulk copies
of this newspaper from stores where
they are being distributed for your
convenience, and then destroying
them.
This illegal practice seems to be designed to stop Equality News from
reaching readers and advertisers, and
is being carried out with the clear intent to discredit our efforts to prove to
our clients that our paper is being
properly circulated weekly.
We are seeking the cooperation of
the public at large and store owners
and their staff to alert us if they see
our paper being removed in bulk from
places of distribution, and if possible,
to provide photographic evidence of
such a crime to us as we fully intend
to pursue such illicit activity to the
fullest extent of the law.
Readers and clients will understand
that we print and distribute Equality
News at significant cost each week in
order to meet our mandate of keeping
people of Caribbean descent informed
of events and happenings in their former homelands.
As well, we provide a weekly opportunity for readers to support community-owned businesses by shopping
locally.
Illegal activities such as the bulk removal of our paper from places of distribution hurt not just us, but our
readers and our clients who depend
on our readership for business, especially in these difficult times.
Please report any such illegal acitivity to us by calling 647-216-2359.
We appreciate your cooperation in
this very serious matter.
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Guyana owed US$1 billion for
rice shipment to Panama
To date, the Guyana Rice Development Board (GRDB) is yet to receive an
outstanding payment of over a $1 billion
from the Government of Panama to satisfy a debt incurred by Panama for a rice
shipment.
The Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha, has stated that he still
remains committed to retrieving the
sums owed, and has requested the assistance of Foreign Affairs Minister, Hugh
Todd, to spearhead talks. The Minister
had stated that he had spoken with the
Panamanian Ministry of Agriculture,
which acknowledged in writing that
there is an outstanding amount and
made commitments to pay it. However,
he said that the GRDB is still awaiting
payments.
The minister had noted last year
that the current delay in receiving the
payment was due to the failure of the

former Government to do so in a timely
manner. The rice was shipped by the
GRDB on behalf of local millers who
are required to pay an export commission. But according to the Agriculture
Minister, some $1.184 billion is owed
by Panama for the rice.
GRDB has even been delinquent
with collecting the export commissions,
with over $350 million outstanding. According to Mustapha, “initial checks reveal a delay in payments of commission
to the Board by millers. At the end of
July
[2020],
millers
owed
$353,925,513.”
The Panama rice market was secured under then Agriculture Minister,
Leslie Ramsammy, back in 2014. But
under APNU+AFC, there have been
controversies that featured the Panama
market. One such controversy was in
2018, when a shipment of rice from

Guyana was rejected on arrival in
Panama since it did not meet the stipulated specification outlined by that country.
Minister Mustapha on the 22nd of
January said the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
(IICA) was invited to assist Guyana in
retrieving the $1.1 billion owed to rice

millers by the Panamanian authorities
and that the intervention of the regional
body would hopefully lead to the conclusion of the matter. “Hopefully,
shortly the Minister of Agriculture of
Panama and myself, will have a meeting
on this matter. I am optimistic that after
that meeting, we can have the payment.”
Guyana had shipped a substantial
amount of rice to Panama and two contracts were signed; one in 2018 and another in 2019. However, only partial
payment has been made on the 2018
agreement to date. On November 27,
2020, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
had dispatched a letter to the Government there indicating the need for urgency in honouring the obligations to
Guyana. Consequently, Panama acknowledged the arrears and has since
committed to making the payment, but
to date no such payment has been made.

Put this book
on your list of
must-reads
Great third novel by young author,
says Poonam Sharma on India.tv

Order now at

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO

1 & 2 MUDLOT WATER STREET, KINGSTON, GEORGETOWN, GUYANA. TEL: 592- 226-5513-4 | 226-5314-5 |
226-4113 FAX: 592- 226-5517 | 223-7421
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Impacted by COVID-19?
Confused about what to do?
Roots Community Services provides support for
Black African Caribbean communities with:
• Food and meal assistance • Mental health services
• Facts about COVID-19 • Self-isolation and quarantine support
Ŏomm;1ঞomv|o1ollmb|u;vou1;v
And much more!

Call us at

647-812-8545
9am-7pm Weekdays
Visit our website at www.rootscs.org

Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc.
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Private sector donates
motor cars to the GPF
Chief Executive Officer of Palm Court Group of Companies, Mr.
Ravin Prashad, Managing Director of Palm Court, Mr. Navin Prashad, and
General Manager of MP Insurance Brokers, Ms. Sherry Singh, donated
two new motor cars to the Guyana Police Force (GPF).
Home Affairs Minister, Hon. Robeson Benn, MP, received the donation on behalf of the GPF at a handover ceremony at Palm Court, Georgetown.
Minister Benn noted that this timely donation will aid the force in
fighting crime.
Commissioner of Police (Ag), Mr. Nigel Hoppie, Deputy Commissioner ‘Operations’ (Ag), Mr. Clifton Hicken, Deputy Commissioner ‘Administration’ (Ag), Mr. Calvin Brutus, Commander Regional Division 4 'A'
Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Simon Mc Bean and the Force's Public Relations Officer, Mr. Stan Gouveia, other police ranks, and members of the
private sector were all in attendance.

Advertise in Equality News.
Our ads work — just ask any
of our clients.
Call 647-216-2359 for rates
Guyana's #1 Jeweller
D&S Ramdeholl and Son Jewellery
Tel. 592-226-2415
WhatsApp. 592-658-3272
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
Follow on Instagram @ dsjewellery.gy
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When in Guyana, stay in luxury in the heart of the city

Roraima Duke Lodge Hotel

94-95 DUKE STREET KINGSTON
(Opposite the US embassy),
Georgetown, Guyana

For reservations: +592 227 2213
www.roraimaairways.com
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Concerns abound as Trinidad
recovers from worrying oil spill
After admitting to an oil leak
caused by a faulty line, Paria Fuel Trading Company Limited, which is a
Trinidadian company, was on Sunday
trying to contain an oil spill.
In a release published by the
Trinidad Guardian yesterday, the company indicated that a leak along a 12inch crude pipeline on land was
identified as the source of the spill. It
noted too that the requisite repair works
were undertaken and the line was isolated at approximately 11.35hrs. on Sunday.
The release stated too that assurance checks conducted by the company
revealed that there are no additional
leaks along the pipeline. As such it noted
that the spill is contained and residual
clean-up is currently ongoing.
Reporting on the disaster, the
Trinidad Express had revealed that an oil
sheen along the Pointe-a-Pierre harbour
was discovered around 19:30hrs. on Saturday by the company’s marine security.
The company stated that its Incident
Command Team was activated and personnel were immediately dispatched to
locate the source of the leak.
The company stated however, that
a further sea survey early Sunday morning discovered areas of oil sheen and oil
streaks located north of the Pointe-a-

The FFS Corporate Secretary, Gary Aboud, displaying the result of the spill.

Pierre port. A shoreline survey was also
conducted. The company, even then, according to the Trinidad Express, had
stated that it would deploy clean up assets to minimise the impact of the spill
on the environment.
It mentioned then that absorbent
booms were being strategically placed to
prevent further migration of oil into the
sea as well as vacuum trucks to remove
oil collected on land. It noted too that oil
streaks were being mechanically broken
up at sea.
Despite these claims, Loopnews,
which also reported on the spill, pointed
to the fact that Corporate Secretary of

conservation group Fishermen and
Friends of the Sea (FFS), Gary Aboud,
who shared videos of the spill in the Gulf
of Paria, on Sunday called for officials
to address the matter urgently as the
video disputed the alleged use of oil containment booms.
In one of Aboud’s videos, he stated
that all of the fishermen of the Gulf of
Paria were being forced to pay a heavy
price for government negligence. This
comes after he mentioned the poor overlooking of petroleum company of
Trinidad and Tobago, Petrotrin, which
was a state-owned oil company.
He said that the company was

closed two years ago and addressed the
issue of the infrastructure not being
properly maintained. “If we allow it to
dilapidate and we funnel all the earnings
of Petrotrin towards other purposes, then
look at what happens to our environment,” stated Aboud as he picked up a
clump of the crude oil floating above the
water’s surface, the report added.
The Trinidad oil spill has brought to
the fore Guyana’s unpreparedness for
such a disaster given the fact that its oil
production is not protected by full coverage insurance. Guyana remains without comprehensive insurance coverage
from the Stabroek Block operators.
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Don’t let this happen to you!
A low cost ad in Equality News can
change the message in 2021.
CallD&S
our Ramdeholl
ad department
today for a
& Son Jewellery
Tel: 592-226-2415
no-obligation
quote.
74 Queen Street, Kitty, Georgetown, Guyana
647-216-2359
https://www.ramdeholljewellery.com
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Shah Rukh Khan’s new hit celebrates cricket and his KKR team
The poster for the new film Dangerous

Shah Rukh
Khan releases
India’s
ﬁrst lesbian
crime
drama is
Dangerous
‘Laphao’
anthem
for KKR
Ram Gopal Varma has announced what he story (sic)."
After the famous “Korbo Lorbo Jeetbo
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pancalls a lesbian crime action drama. Titled DangerFurther elaborating on his web-film, Varma
demic, IPL 2020 is being conducted in UAE
Re,” Shah Rukh Khan’s IPL team Kolkata
ous, the web-film stars Naina Ganguly and Apsara said that the film treats a lesbian relationship with
Knight Riders (KKR) has a new fan anthem
without any audience in the stadium. Shah
Rani in leading roles. As per the director, Danger- respect. �"In DANGEROUS my intention is to
titled “Laphao.” This is the first time that fans Rukh Khan, however, is in UAE supporting
ous is India's first such film that will "culturally el- depict a love story between 2 women with as much
are getting to see SRK appear on-screen after his team Kolkata Knight Riders.
evate the stigma of LGBT after the honourable respect and dignity as between a man and a woman
his 2018 film Zero.
Shah Rukh Khan said in a statement, “I
Supreme Court repealed section 377 (sic)," what- like what the posters suggest..Incidentally they
have been attending the matches, and I truly
Composed and written by Badshah, the
ever it means. He congratulated Apsara Rani and have been designed by the highly talented �@Cremusic video features some great moments
miss the energy of our toofani fans. Since we
Naina Ganguly for "pioneering a new age in Indian ativePsychoo (sic)," Varma tweeted.
have to show our love to each other thoda
from the IPL tournament, the fan reactions
cinema."
A week ago, RGV announced Allu, a web-film
and of course, Shah Rukh.
door se this year, we created a fan anthem that
Taking to Twitter, Varma said that the film is that will admittedly narrate the story of a big star
The music video sends the message that
captures the emotions of all our fans aptly and
a crime drama at the centre of which is a "highly and his brother-in-law. It's believed to be based on
this year, KKR requests all their fans to show was even launched by them today. It was
tragic and extremely intense love story."
the Allu Aravind-Chiranjeevi saga. His immediate
great fun to interact with the team today, and
the love for their team with social distancing
The leading women will be seen as "two star- next release will be either Thriller, starring Apsara
in mind.
we hope to keep making our fans proud.”
crossed lovers willing to kill and die for each other Rani, or Murder, directed by Anand Chandra and
..it’s designed as an epic emotional classic love conceived by RGV.
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Drought conditions worsening in
the Caribbean, warns climate group
The Barbados-based Caribbean Climate Outlook Forum (CariCOF) says
though the majority of the Caribbean experienced above normal rainfall in June,
drought conditions are emerging in some
parts of the region, particularly in the
Bahamas, and parts of the eastern
Caribbean.
In its August bulletin, the CariCOF
said that the drought situation is also affecting the Guianas and Belize.
It said in the Bahamas, concerns
over short– and long-term drought, in
particular, exist by the end of October
and November, respectively.
“Whereas for short term drought,
there are no other parts of the region
where impacts on small rivers and
streams are likely by the end of October.
“However, parts of the eastern
Caribbean and the Guianas along with
Belize should closely monitor their
ground water, reservoirs and rivers as
November approaches,” CariCOF
added.
CariCOF noted for example that in
Antigua and Barbuda, June has been the

Dought conditions are worsening in the Caribbean, warns CariCOF

wettest month so far on the island, but
drought conditions continue.
June has become the only month of
the year, thus far, to clock over two
inches of rain. This makes it the wettest
month of the year, to date; notwithstanding, serious meteorological drought continues for Antigua. The rainfall for the

last six months rank among the worst on
record.
CariCOF says a drought warning
should be considered for the Bahamas,
while a drought watch should be considered for parts of Belize, Dominica, Martinique, and St Vincent.
“Long term drought might possibly

develop or continue in Belize, Dominica,
Martinique, and St Vincent. Areas ending up in long term drought by the end
of November may experience water levels in large reservoirs, large rivers and
groundwater that are lower than usual,
which would become a concern for the
2021-22 dry season,” it added.

Former Antigua PM Lester Bird dies
Former Prime Minister of Antigua
Sir Lester Bird has died.
He passed awayon August 9 at the
age of 83.
Prime Minister Gaston Browne
described Bird as a “great son of the
soil” who was a distinguished leader.
Bird was Antigua's second prime
minister.
A statement from the Office of the
Prime Minister said that all flags in the
country will now be flown at half-mast.
Bird will be accorded a State funeral.
Five things about Sir Lester
Bryant Bird:
1. Began his political career in
1971
2. Was first a Senator
3. Served as prime minister from
1994 to 2004
4. Was chairman of the ruling Antigua and Barbuda Labour Party from
1971 to 1983
5. Won a bronze medal for the
West Indies in long jump at the 1957
Pan American Games
Antigua and Barbuda's Ambassador to the United States, Sir Ronald
Sanders, said, beyond any doubt, Bird
was the architect of modern Antigua,
responsible for successfully transitioning the country from an economy dependent on a defunct sugar industry
into one of the leading tourism centres
in the world.

Lester Bird: was instrumental in setting up the EC Bank

“Under his stewardship, Antigua

and Barbuda became a high-income

country, transforming the quality of
jobs and housing and introducing highend tourist resorts. When he lost the
general elections in 2004, Antigua and
Barbuda had the lowest rate of unemployment in the Caribbean of five per
cent. Many people had the luxury of
two jobs."
In his later years, Bird played golf
but his passion was cricket.
“At a different time, he might
have been selected to represent the
West Indies," said Sanders.
He also said the former prime
minister was a committed regionalist,
who was highly instrumental in establishing the Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States serving twice as its
Chairman – the first time he was not
yet Prime Minister, but such was the
confidence that leaders of the Eastern
Caribbean reposed in him.
He strongly influenced the decision to turn the Eastern Caribbean Currency Authority into a Central Bank
that serves its member states.
Sanders said that in the wider
Caribbean, Bird was a giant.
It was under his leadership as
chair of CARICOM that with Jamaica's
P J Patterson and Barbados' Owen
Arthur that the Regional Negotiating
Machinery was established for collective bargaining with the European
Union.
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Guyana receives US$79.6M for
seventh oil lift, largest $$ to date
GUYANA recently received payment for its seventh oil lift, to the tune
of US$79,617,561.87, the largest single
oil payment the country has received to
date. In a statement issued on Monday,
the Ministry of Natural Resources said
that the aforementioned payment was for
1,047,820 barrels of oil, which was extracted from the Liza Destiny Floating
Production Storage and Offloading
(FPSO) vessel on July 3, 2021.
The seventh oil lift brings the country’s oil extractions to a grand total of
7,056,262 barrels, and accumulative
earnings of US$388,777,840.
Minister of Natural Resources,
Vickram Bharrat on Monday informed
the 31st Sitting of the National Assembly
that this amount, plus royalties, put the
total in the Guyana’s Natural Resources
Fund (NRF) to US$436 million, which
remains untouched.
In defending the Petroleum (Exploration and Production) Amendment Bill,
Minister Bharrat recommitted the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C)
Government’s intention to be transparent
in relation to the use and management of
the oil funds.

“As the Government of Guyana
manages the nation’s patrimony to the
benefit of all Guyanese, it remains committed to providing updates on oil lifts
and sales, as may be necessary, to ensure
that all stakeholders and members of the
public are informed,” the ministry said
in its statement.
Minister Bharrat further assured the
House that he and his colleagues in government “intend to ensure there is strong
parliamentary oversight” of the country’s oil revenues.
Earnings from the country’s petroleum sector alone could very well surpass US$500M by the end of the year
More specifically, President Dr. Irfaan Ali had pledged the government’s
commitment to even strengthening the
systems that govern the use of Guyana’s
oil revenues. “We committed, during the
campaign, that there will be no secrecy
in revenues received by the country from
our natural resources, especially oil and
gas, and we have stuck to that commitment,” President Ali told reporters during a recent press conference.
He said that in doing so, the government has always ensured that the

Vickram Bharrat

public is notified of all the monies deposited into the Natural Resources Fund

(NRF). The oil earnings, the President
related, are also gazetted. Even further,
Dr. Ali said that the oil revenues will also
be documented Online.
“We are moving a step further in
creating a balance sheet that persons can
examine, Online, and be kept abreast of
revenues and expenditure,” the Head of
State said.
Guyana’s petroleum earnings could
reach as much as US$500 million by the
end of this year.
He reasoned that the NRF, also a
Sovereign Wealth Fund, is critical to
safeguarding resources for future generations of Guyanese, President Ali said.
He noted, however, that this coincides with the fact that the country has
“immediate needs” that have to be financed.
Dr. Ali had affirmed that even if the
government decides to dip into the NRF,
mechanisms are in place to ensure that
any and every withdrawal has to receive
the requisite approval from the National
Assembly.
“Any projects to be financed from
these funds must be approved by the National Assembly,” President Ali stressed.

CRIME & COURTS

‘Rasta’, ‘Magga’ charged again in Henry boys’ case
MURDER charges were again
instituted on Thursday against two
prime suspects in the murder of teen
cousins Joel and Isaiah Henry, whose
mutilated bodies were found aback
Cotton Tree, West Coast Berbice last
September.
Anil Sancharra, 33, called “DanPole” and “Rasta”, of D’Edward Village, West Coast Berbice; and Vinod
Gopaul, 34, called “Magga”, of
Yakusari, Black Bush Polder, Corentyne, were last month freed of the
murder of Isaiah, the younger of the
two Henry boys, by Magistrate Peter
Hugh at the Blairmont Magistrate’s
Court due to there being insufficient
evidence to warrant a conviction.
Magistrate Hugh ruled in favour
of a no-case submission made by the
men’s attorney, Dexter Todd, who
contended that the State had failed to
make out a case against his clients.
But, though freed of Isaiah’s
murder, they were still being held on
remand, pending the preliminary inquiry into the murder of his cousin,

Joel, which was to have commenced
on August 10, 2021, but was inexplicably withdrawn.
On Thursday, on the advice of
the police’s legal adviser, the charge
of murder was reinstituted against the
men, with Sancharra appearing via
Zoom at the Fort Wellington Magistrate’s Court before Magistrate Singh,
while Gopaul was a “no show”.
Sancharra was not required to
plead to the charge which alleges that
he murdered both Joel and Isaiah
Henry between September 5 and 6,
2020, in the Cotton Tree ‘back-dam’.
The matter has been adjourned to
August 10, 2021, when the murder
charge is expected to be read to
Gopaul at the Blairmont Magistrate’s
Court.
Sancharra’s step-brother, Akash
Singh, 20, called “Monkey”, of Zeelugt, East Bank Essequibo, is also on
remand for the murder of the Henry
boys, but his matter is being heard
separately before Magistrate Hugh.
The mutilated bodies of Isaiah,

16, and Joel, 18, were found on September 6, 2020, in the Cotton Tree
Backdam, West Coast Berbice. A postmortem found that the Henrys had
died of haemorrhage and shock, due
to multiple incised wounds. They’d
both sustained a severed spine, along
with multiple chops about the body.
The killers went so far as to carve out
a huge ‘X’ on Isaiah’s head, and cut
open Joel’s chest.
It is suspected that the boys had
died some 36 hours prior to being
found. Three days later, Haresh Singh,
17, was found, in a bloodied state as
well, in the backlands of Number
Three Village, mere hours after leaving home.

Minibus conductor
freed of rape charge
A 38-year-old minibus conductor
was, on Monday, freed of a rape
charge by the Sexual Offences Court

of the Demerara High Court, after the
jury returned a not-guilty verdict.
Dexter McIntosh was on trial before Justice Jo-Ann Barlow for allegedly engaging in sexual activity
with a 12-year-old girl on January 1,
2015, in the county of Demerara.
The jury, after deliberating for almost two hours, found McIntosh not
guilty of rape. The State’s case was
presented by prosecutors Nafeeza
Baig and Sarah Martin. He was represented by attorney-at-law George
Thomas.
Madam Justice Barlow told
McIntosh to consider it a second
chance and that he must use the opportunity to avoid finding himself in
similar situations and before the court.
In 2020, McIntosh was first indicted before Justice Barlow for the
offence, but the jury was unable to arrive at a verdict. Justice Barlow had
ordered that McIntosh be retried for
the offence.
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Guyana gov’t tackles freight costs
to counter rising commodity prices
IN direct response to increasing
commodity prices fuelled by the pandemic-induced astronomical shipping
costs, President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, has ordered that freight charges be adjusted to
pre-pandemic levels, that is, rates
charged before March 2020, effective
August 1, 2021.
The ultimate result of this adjustment to customs duties, excise taxes and
input value added tax (VAT) on goods
imported, would be the return of $4.8
billion to the pockets of consumers and
the business community over the next
six months.
Duties, excise tax and input VAT
are calculated utilising the cost, insurance and freight of imports, thereby allowing for the increased cost of freight
to be passed on to the consumer by the
importer.
“…we have recognised the marked
increase in shipping costs from some
countries which has moved from an average of US$2,500 to as much as
US$15,000 per 20-foot container and
from US$3,500 to over US$20,000 for a
40-foot container,” President Ali said in
a statement released by Office of the
President on Monday.
It is evident that rising commodity
and service prices are not unique to
Guyana, as countries the world over
have been contending with the COVID19-induced situation since early 2020.
The International Labour Organisation (ILO), in a report issued in Decem-

Freight being moved at the Port of Georgetown

ber last year, said that the pandemic,
along with the associated lockdowns,
mobility restrictions and physical-distancing rules, have not only led to a significant increase in unemployment and
considerable income losses for many
people, but have also altered the spending patterns of consumers and the level
of price inflation [the rate of increase in
prices over a given period of time] that
they face.
In particular, the lockdown measures have affected the supply of, and demand for, certain products and, hence,
their prices.
In August 2020, according to the
ILO, the prices of all goods and services
were on average 2.7 per cent higher than
in August 2019.
While Guyana is revered as a foodsecure nation, the cost of various imported commodities which are
oftentimes a necessity, have affected
consumers and, by extension, households.

Consequently, having carefully assessed the impact of COVID-19 on the
economy and prices passed on to the
consumer due to increased shipping/importation costs, President Ali, has ordered that the necessary adjustments to
freight costs be made.
Essentially, those adjustments will
be made through amendments to the relevant aspects of the Customs and Value
Added Tax Acts.
“This measure will allow for a saving of $4.8 billion to the consumer and
business community over the six-month
period, thereby reducing revenue collections by the similar amount of $4.8 billion,” President Ali said.
Wary that the benefits are often not
transferred to the average citizen, the
President affirmed that government
agencies will be tasked with ensuring
that such savings are passed on to the
consumer and not pocketed by “unscrupulous importers.”
This concession granted by the

government will be effective on all invoices dated August 1, 2021 to January
31, 2022.
The announcement of this impending adjustment follows a report that
other tax relief measures to support individuals and corporations amid the
COVID-19 pandemic were extended to
December 31, 2021.
According to a statement from the
Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA),
COVID-19 prevention, care and treatment supplies are exempted from custom duty, VAT and excise tax.
The list of specific items exempted
from the aforementioned taxes include
COVID-19 test kits, equipment for face
and eye protection, thermometers, alcohol solutions, hand sanitisers and other
disinfectant cleaners, wadding, gauzes,
bandages, cotton sticks and similar articles, multivitamins and syringes among
a series of other medical equipment and
supplies. The government’s decision to
reduce freight costs also come at a time
when the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) has said that the pandemic represents an unprecedented disruption to
the global economy and world trade, as
production and consumption are scaled
back across the world.
To this end, in recognising the significance of the government’s decision,
the Private Sector Commission (PSC)
expressed its gratitude to the Government of Guyana deciding to reduce the
freight charges to pre-pandemic levels.

Guyana praises outgoing Caricom SG
Guyana has praised the work of
the outgoing secretary general of the
15-member Caribbean Community
(Caricom), Irvin LaRocque, saying that
the region is stronger due to his stewardship and strength of character.
President Dr Irfaan Ali presented
LaRocque with a wooden sculpture
from the renowned Guyanese sculptor
Winslow Craig as a gift of appreciation
on behalf of the people of Guyana for
his decade-long leadership of the
Guyana-based Caricom Secretariat.
He will be replaced next week by
Belizean Dr Carla Natalie Barnett, the
first-ever female Caricom SecretaryGeneral, who was unanimously selected by Caricom leaders in May.
The Dominican-born LaRocque,
who has served two five-year terms,
paid a farewell courtesy visit to President Ali and Vice President Bharrat
Jagdeo on Monday evening.
In presenting the assorted wooden
sculpture of Silverballi and Saman,
which represents Guyana and the other
14-member states in the regional body,
and specifically crafted for the outgoing secretary-general., President Ali
said that it is entitled 'Strength and

Guyana President Irfaan Ali presents a gift to outgoing Caricom boss Irvin LaRocque

Wisdom'.
“It is my pleasure on behalf of the
people of Guyana to hand over this
piece to you. This is recognition, first
of all, for your regional commitment,
your leadership, strength of character,
your wisdom and the prolific way you
led …. Indeed, the region is stronger
and better because of your service.”

Ali said that Guyana is honoured
to have benefitted from the outgoing
secretary-general's “stewardship” and
expressed the confidence that many
persons, as well as communities with
whom he interacted, would have also
benefited from his wisdom, love, and
his commitment to humanity.
“I am sure you and your family

will have fond memories of Guyana.
But we want you to know that the people of Guyana welcome you and see
you as a Guyanese; after all, we are one
Caricom people.”
LaRocque, the seventh Caricom
secretary general, thanked the president
for his kind words and the gesture extended to him.
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Jamaica pivots in plan to
address vaccine hesitancy
With large numbers of Jamaicans
baulking at accepting jabs under the
Government's national vaccination programme, the Administration last evening
announced its intention to “pivot to a
more community-based approach” to
have the populace accept the importance
of getting vaccinated.
In recent weeks the Andrew Holness-led Administration has been
roundly chastised for its approach towards getting Jamaicans to accept the
jabs mainly through setting up central
sites under a blitz-type offering and advertisements in the media.
Speaking during a virtual press
briefing at Jamaica House in St Andrew
Monday evening, Health and Wellness
Minister Dr Christopher Tufton said the
ministry will this Thursday outline to the
country the comprehensive plan for the
roll-out of the new-look intervention.
According to Dr Tufton, the Government had listened to the criticisms of
its communication strategy and made adjustments along those lines.
“Elected representatives will be
mobilised, church leaders will be mobilised... we do believe that concerns,
queries, suspicions are going to be able
to be better addressed,” Dr Tufton stated.
“Instead of the larger blitz, we are
going to be taking time to bring the sites
into rural communities, instead of the
larger sites like during the blitz,” he explained.
He noted that health officials were
seeing encouraging signs from the pilot

Jamaica Health and Wellness Minister Dr Christopher Tufton

of community-based interventions conducted recently where the vaccination
programme was concerned.
“We started that in four communities in west central St Catherine and also
in the Liguanea area (St Andrew)...it is

going to be the next most popular approach to inoculating the population. We
are finalising the plans for this week's
roll-out. We will advise and present the
comprehensive list of communities for
the intervention,” Tufton stated, noting

that some 600 individuals took the jabs
in the Liguanea area and 900 in St
Catherine during those pilots.
In the meantime, the health minister
said there will be no attempt to politicise
the endeavour.
“We are going to be colour-neutral,”
Dr Tufton maintained.
He was unable to say what impact,
if any, the change in approach would
have on the budget for the vaccination
programme, but noted that there was
room for reallocations, adding that, if
necessary, representation could be made
to Cabinet for additional funding.
“If resources are needed in that respect we will reallocate internally or go
to Cabinet for additional funds,” he said.
In February this year the Government shaved close to $49 million from
the planned marketing and public education budget for its vaccine roll-out and
take-up plan amidst public criticism. The
health minister had also, at that time, dismissed reports that the Government had
planned to fork out $422 million of taxpayers' money solely to fund a marketing
programme in a bid to convince people
to roll up their sleeves for the vaccines.
At that time, in outlining the cuts
that had been made as a result of the
backlash, the minister wasted no time in
pointing out that he was not happy with
the decision and emphasised that no one
firm or entity was set to benefit, harking
back to an earlier controversy involving
previously contracted marketing firm
Market Me.

Silver Medallist tries to switch ﬂag country
Following Jamaica’s 2008
Olympic 400m silver medallist Shericka Williams’ failed attempt to switch
allegiance to Bahrain, JAAA president
Dr Warren Blake says his organisation
will take a tougher stance on these applications in the future.
Dr Blake said things have changed
and the JAAA has taken a position that
any athlete wishing to switch allegiance will have to sit out the mandatory three-year waiting period.
"We had applications for some
athletes to go and represent Bahrain
and we did not raise an objection," Dr
Blake said.
"Previously, we allowed the athletes if they wanted to go (to do so).
The executive is (now) of the view that
we should object in the future and
make them wait the mandatory three
years and fulfil all the regulations laid
down by the IAAF," he noted.
Under International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF) rule 5.4,
athletes are allowed to compete for an-

other country after sitting out a period
of 12 months once there is no objection
from their federation of origin.
In the case of an objection, the
athletes would then need to wait for
three years before representing their
new country.
Last year, Williams, otherwise
called "Wire", applied along with Andrew Fisher and Kemarley Brown to
switch from Jamaica and represent the
oil-rich Bahrain.
However, Williams, who was 29
at the time of application on June 12,
2015, would have been eligible to participate at this year’s Olympics. But it
is understood that Bahrain had a
change of heart and is no longer interested in her representation.
"I don’t know the details but our
understanding is that she was not
amongst those athletes who were
granted a transfer of allegiance by the
IAAF. I am not certain why," said Dr
Blake.
When news broke in 2015 of the

Shernicka Williams

three Jamaicans wanting to switch, Dr
Blake explained that they made it clear
it was getting difficult to represent Jamaica and they were thinking of migrating to Bahrain and becoming
citizens of that country.
But with things apparently not
working out for Williams, Dr Blake
said the JAAA will hold no grudges
and she would be free to compete at Jamaica’s Senior Trials in June.
"If she hasn’t competed for an-

other country, she is still Jamaican and
we don’t have any rules that state she
can’t compete for us even though she
expressed a wish to go elsewhere," said
Dr Blake.
"If she makes the qualifying time
and decides to come to Trials, we
wouldn’t have any basis to refuse her.
Nothing in our regulation to stop her
from competing although people might
have been upset with her because she
wanted to go somewhere else," he
added.
Other Jamaican athletes have
switched nationality in the past, most
notably multiple world and Olympic
medallist sprinter Merlene Ottey, who
transferred to Slovenia; 400m runner
Brandon Simpson, who went on to
compete for Bahrain and Jacques Harvey, now Jak Ali, who recently committed to Turkey.
High jumper Germaine Mason
made the switch to Britain in 2006 and
won silver at the Beijing Olympics in
2008.

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY AUGUST 12 2021

28

No medals in 29 years; T&T Opposition calls for more focus on sport
AS TT’s Olympic hopefuls return
home without a medal for the first time
in 29 years, Caroni East MP Dr Rishad
Seecheran is advocating for more emphasis to be place on sports.
Seecheran thanked the athletes for
the performances at the just concluded
games in Japan.
“Though we may not have gotten
the results that we are accustomed to,
our athletes did their best, with the resources and support given to them,” he
said.
From the United National Congress (UNC) Virtual Report platform on
Monday night, Seecheran said from the
very first modification of the health regulations last year, “Concessions should
have been made for our elite athletes,
and para-Olympians, allowing them to
continue to use our national stadia and
training facilities, for them to peak for
these Olympic Games.”
He said this was done in England
and Wales, as well as many other countries where athletes were placed in an
isolated "bubble" to allow them and
their coaches to continue preparation
during lockdowns and health restrictions.
“We can only look to the future
and hope that sport will be given more
emphasis during this administration, as
our elite athletes have sacrificed so
much to reach a level where they can be
competitive on the world stage.”
Opposition Leader Kamla PersadBissessar, speaking on the same platform, also gave a “well done” to those
she described as the incredibly talented

The final of the men's 4x400-metre relay at the 2020 Summer Olympics, on Saturday

athletes who represented the country at
the Tokyo Olympics.
She said only few have the honour
of representing their country at Olympic
games, and in spite of not winning a
medal, they persevered.
“The men and women of Team TT
were a shining light for all of us during
these difficult times. The past year has
been a challenging one for our nation,
but the passion and pride displayed by
our Olympic team gave us hope and
brought joy to an entire population who
cheered from thousands of miles away.”

Lauding their sacrifice and dedication, she said these qualities and never
giving up are what is required to conquer.
“Thank you, Team TT, for espousing the very best values which we can
all learn,” she said.
Senator David Nakid, a former
professional footballer, said instead of
criticising Olympian Ato Boldon, who
predicted TT athletes would not win any
medals, the administration should have
listened to him.
He said Boldon was simply telling

the Government and administration that
they had not put things in place for athletes to prepare for the global stage.
“Instead of getting vex with Ato,
you should have listened to the expert.”
He noted that the Persad-Bissessar
administration, under the Sport Ministry
headed by Anil Roberts, invested heavily in sports, understanding that it uplift
communities, especially those that are
disadvantaged.
Nakid also asked for more investment in sports if TT wants to see the desired results.

Windies names team to face Pakistan
Batsman Shamarh Brooks has
been recalled along with rookie fast
bowler, Chemar Holder, in a provisional 17-man squad for the two-Test
series against Pakistan starting here
Thursday.
Neither Brooks, 32, nor Holder,
23, have played since the two-Test
tour of New Zealand last December.
However, Brooks hit a hundred in
a warm-up match here last weekend
while Holder picked up three wickets,
to make an impressive return from injury.
More significantly, Holder replaces seasoned speedster, Shannon
Gabriel, who has been left out of the
squad to focus on improving his fitness.
Gabriel joins experienced lefthander, Darren Bravo, who has also
been given time off due to an extended
period within the bio-secure “bubble
of the West Indies camp.

“Chemar Holder returns, having
recovered from his injury,” said chief
selector, Roger Harper.
“He will bolster the fast bowling
department. Shamarh Brooks batted
his way into the provisional squad by
scoring an accomplished century. He
will certainly add some depth to the
squad’s batting.
“Shannon Gabriel has been given
time to rehab fully and build his conditioning, so he was not part of the
preparations for the Test series against
Pakistan, which included the Best v
Best game.
“Darren Bravo has been part of
the ‘bubble’ from the preparation
camp leading into the Betway Test series against South Africa and has been
given a break.”
The squad will be headed by recently appointed Test captain, Kraigg
Brathwaite, and lacks any real surprises, with the core of the unit re-

Chemar Holder

tained from the Test series against
South Africa last June.
West Indies clash with Pakistan

in two Tests at Sabina Park, with the
second encounter scheduled to get underway August 20.
The hosts were soundly beaten 20 by the Proteas but Harper said he
was anticipating a positive response.
“I expect the team to be highly
competitive in every department while
playing with passion, purpose and determination,” he noted.
“I look forward to the batsmen
stepping up as they did in the series
against Bangladesh and against Sri
Lanka earlier this year in Antigua.”
SQUAD – Kraigg Brathwaite
(captain), Jermaine Blackwood (vicecaptain), Nkrumah Bonner, Shamarh
Brooks, Rahkeem Cornwall, Roston
Chase, Joshua Da Silva, Jahmar
Hamilton, Chemar Holder, Jason
Holder, Shai Hope, Alzarri Joseph,
Kyle Mayers, Kieran Powell, Kemar
Roach Jayden Seales, Jomel Warrican.
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Sutton Group - Summit Realty Inc., Brokerage
Direct: (416) 898-5192; Admin: 647-333-BAIN (2246)
Buying or selling real estate is a very important decision, probably the largest financial commitment you will ever make with a lasting impact on your life.
Whether you are purchasing for the first time or planning to sell your existing home, we will
help you navigate through the entire process as simply and stress free as possible to help
you achieve your goals.
We are well supported by a team of financial and legal experts, qualified home inspectors, appraisers and other professionals if needed. We are confident you will enjoy our professional
and enthusiastic style of doing business and our knowledge of the real estate market.
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