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The Noble Sam Croft drillship [PHOTO COURTESY OF NOBLE SAM CROFT]

Sixth drill ship sails in
GUYANA’S waters is now home to
six drill ships, with the recent arrival of
Noble Corporation’s Sam Croft, which
will be servicing the operations of global
oil giant, ExxonMobil, and its affiliates.
The vessel arrived recently in
Guyana’s waters and is currently at a staging area within the Stabroek Block of
Guyana’s Exclusive Economic Zone.
The vessel is awaiting additional resources before it commences exploratory
and appraisal drilling at the Stabroek
Block. According to an advertisement
published on March 26, 2021, in the
Stabroek News, ahead of the vessel’s ar-
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rival, the Sam Croft will be at the staging
area until April 15, 2021.
The arrival of this drillship follows
the entry of Stena Drilling’s DrillMAX,
which sailed into local waters in February
to commence exploratory and appraisal
drilling at ExxonMobil’s Longtail-3 well
in the Stabroek Block.
The Sam Croft has a gross tonnage of
50,940 and deadweight of 41,000. The
vessel’s drilling depth is 40,000ft. In addition to the DrillMAX, the sixth vessel
joins the Stena Carron, the Noble Don
Taylor, the Noble Bob Douglas and the
Noble Tom Madden offshore Guyana.
It is unclear, at this time, which
well(s) will be drilled by the new vessel,
but 16 exploration wells are planned for
this year. And, ExxonMobil, operator of
the Stabroek, Canje and Kaieteur blocks
offshore Guyana will be spearheading the
local exploration activities, having already
set an ambitious divestment target of $15
billion in “high-value” assets such as
Stabroek.
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Billion-dollar Indian agricultural
company sets sights on Guyana
UNITED Phosphorus Limited
(UPL), a US$5 billion Indian multinational company that manufactures and
markets agrochemicals, other chemicals and crop protection solutions, has
set its sights on Guyana’s growing agricultural sector, according to Indian
High Commissioner to Guyana, Dr. K.
J. Srinivasa.
“They (UPL) are now interested in
entering into Guyana because they are
offering fertilisers, pesticides, etcetera
and they believe that Guyana’s agricultural story will go higher and higher,”
the High Commissioner told this newspaper during a recent interview.
According to UPL’s website, it is
the fifth largest agrochemical company
in the world and a global leader in
global food systems. It was also noted
that the company is present in about
138 countries. Dr. Srinivasa highlighted
that the company has already signalled
its interest in investing in Guyana and
as such, the High Commission has been
connecting the company with the relevant government officials.
The company’s interest, he said,
comes amid its expectation that
Guyana’s agricultural development will
lead to the increased need for contract
funding.
“They will do the bidding because
they are a US$5B company and as
such, everything is above board… and
we are very much willing to help all
these companies,” the High Commissioner noted.
The company, via its website, also

noted that it has market access to 90
per cent of the world’s food basket and
is focussed on ushering growth and
progress for the complete agricultural
value chain, including growers, distributors, suppliers and innovation partners. Meanwhile, the High
Commissioner indicated that the SouthAsian country is willing to help
Guyana transform its agricultural sector

overall. He indicated that a number of
industry experts from India will be
coming to Guyana to help in various
agriculture fields.
In the sugar industry, he noted that
requests have been made for two experts to come to Guyana and work
alongside the Guyana Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo) and the Ministry of
Agriculture on the overall reforms that

Koker problem causes floods
Guyana’s Civil Defence Commission (CDC) is assessing the damage caused to over 250 households in
Charlestown and Werk-en-Rust, Georgetown, following
a malfunctioned door of the Princess Street Koker.
A statement from the CDC noted that a team was
deployed to assess the damage to homes and businesses
in the communities.
“While homes in the Hadfield, Bent, and Princess
Streets were not affected, over 250 households in the
Charlestown and Werk-en-Rust communities were impacted. In the Charlestown area, the roads were inundated with about 8 inches of water while as much as 12
inches of water were on the Werk-en-Rust roadway,”
the CDC noted in a statement.
According to the statement, up to the time of the
assessment, Colvern Venture, the City Engineer reported that the Mayor and City Council (M&CC) successfully managed to close the Koker door and that the
Princess Street pump was used to drain the water from
the land.
“At 4:40 am when the door closed, we were continuously pumping water until about 6:30 AM, at which
time we saw a significant reduction in the level of the
water”, Mr. Venture informed the CDC.
It was noted that the CDC will support the M&CC
in providing relief to the affected households in the
Charlestown and Werk-en-Rust communities.

Flood waters in the streets in Charlestown

are needed locally.
“We are also working very closely
and trying to encourage Indian private
sector companies to come and explore
the opportunity to invest in the
Guyanese sugar factories,” the High
Commissioner said, adding: “So far
there has been a very good interest and
even (now), there are more people
coming in.”
In India, he noted that all of the
sugar companies are privately owned.
This, he reasoned, means that the very
structure in which the India sugar sector operates is different from the
Guyanese model. Even so, he highlighted that there are some areas where
India’s successes can be drawn from to
develop Guyana’s potential.
The production of ethanol is one
such area. In October last year, Chief
Executive Officer of GuySuCo, Sasenarine Singh, indicated that the turnaround plan for the company includes
different options to ensure feasibility;
the production of ethanol is one such
option.
“We are willing to work with GuySuCo if they need us to help them get
equipment and machinery for the
ethanol plants. We are willing because
India is home to one of the biggest suppliers of ethanol equipment which supplies 10 percent of the world’s ethanol
equipment.,” the High Commissioner
underscored.
He also related that the government has already signalled an interest
in engaging India on how ethanol production can be kick-started here in
Guyana. Upon assuming office last August, the Guyana Government tapped
into India’s offer of assistance to help
revitalise the local sugar industry and
restore the estates to full operation with
the help of expertise in both factory operation and field cultivation.
In 2017, the former A Partnership
for National Unity + Alliance For
Change (APNU+AFC) Coalition Government announced the closure of several sugar estates across the country;
the move saw four sugar estates being
closed, and 7,000 sugar workers losing
their jobs.
However, in 2020, the corporation
was allocated a sum of $7 billion. A
sum of $3 billion was used to recapitalise the Rose Hall, Skeldon, and Enmore sugar estates while the remaining
$4 billion was allocated to support rehabilitation works at the Uitvlugt,
Blairmont and Albion sugar estates.
The government has also begun
rehiring sugar workers who were laid
off following the closure of sugar estates At present, some 8,200 persons
are employed in the sugar industry. In
this year’s budget, GuySuCo was allocated some $2B for capital works to be
carried out at the various sugar estates
across the country.
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Newspaper management spent
millions in breach of financial rules
THE Guyana National Newspapers Limited (GNNL) has, over the
past five years, been the victim of not
just political interference, but also imprudent decisions of the previous management who did not have the
company’s or employees’ best interests
at heart but rather its finances, which
were used without discretion or proper
compliance with existing policies.
A series of indiscriminate spending was particularly evident between
June 2018 and September 2018, when
the company had at its helm, a manager, who is a known member of the A
Partnership for National Unity + Alliance For Change (APNU+AFC)
Coalition.
Notable infractions during that period were so great that the company’s
Board of Directors at that time – comprised mainly of known affiliates of the
APNU+AFC – had to commission a
special audit of the activities; this was
done by Chateram Ramdihal Chartered
Accountants.
The audit firm was formally asked
by the Board of Directors to conduct a
special audit on the overall management and governance of the GNNL in
the areas of financial management,
human resource management and administrative management for the period
June 1, 2018 to September 10, 2018.
The objective of the audit was to
determine whether there were mismanagement /excessive spending of funds
and whether funds were expended in
accordance with relevant principles,
rules and regulations, and internal control procedures. It was revealed that
$5,460,897 was spent without proper
adherence to the company’s policy.
Based on a report seen by the Sunday Chronicle, the audit was conducted
using the guidelines as set out by the
company’s policy manuals, and it was
found that there were several instances
where GNNL’s tender board rules and
procedures were not adhered to.
It was also found that contracts
were not prepared for services acquired
by the company; payments were made
on invoices with inadequate details;
payments were made without passing
through the established approval
process; and payments were made in
the name of individuals which were
different from the name on the invoices
submitted for payment.
The audit also revealed that payments were made on invoices that bore
no mark of authentication, such as a
business stamp or signature; cash advances given to a former General Manager for overseas and local travel were
not cleared by providing the necessary
documents to support expenditures.
Ultimately, there was a clear deviation from the company’s approved
budget /plan for 2018 without prior approval. The audit firm indicated that
some $4,384,869 was expended

The Guyana National Newspapers Limited -- over $5 million was spent in four months without approval

through 18 transactions without the
provision of two or more quotations, as
prescribed by the company’s tender
board rules and procedures.
Further, $1,682,554 was expended
through nine transactions that did not
receive the approval of the company’s
management tender committee. In a
more detailed breakdown of the indiscriminate expenditures, the audit firm
related that a General Manager and the
former marketing coordinator travelled
to New York for the resuscitation of the
New York Edition of the newspaper.
In the absence of a tender committee, the General Manager was expected
to seek the approval of the minister
with responsibility for information, but
there was no formal document to substantiate that the correct procedures
were followed. The trip, which appeared more self-serving than professional, cost the company $736,028.
“We did not see the approval of
the corporation tender committee/minister for this expenditure as required by
the tender board rules and procedures.
We also noted that to date [at the time
the report was submitted in 2018] the
relevant documents were not provided
to support/clear the advance given to
offset expenditures,” the audit firm
said.
In the period under review, another large sum was expended on repairs to the company’s vehicle, used by
the General Manager, without the requisite approval. The repairs cost the
company $721,800.
Not only was the expenditure not
authorised, but the audit revealed that
there was no contract for work done
and payments were made to individuals
despite the invoice being in a different
name, without the relevant documents
connecting the individual to the invoice, such as business registration or
receipt for reimbursement.

Additionally, there were no payment receipts nor evidence of work,
certified satisfactorily completed. Invoices provided for payment were also
not authenticated by business stamps
nor official signatures.
Another instance of indiscriminate
and unauthorised spending was seen in
the alleged ‘enhancement’ of Guyana
Chronicle’s social media presence, for
which $2,346,549 was expended. This
was the case although the company’s
plan/budget for 2018 did not cater for
such an expenditure.
According to a breakdown of the
allocation, some $454,000 was expended to livestream videos; $404,000
on Facebook boosts; and $1,488,049 to
establish a social media department.
That aside, the former General Manager spent $2,584,925, to purchase office furniture and equipment that were
not provided for in the company’s
plan/budget for 2018.
Due to non-adherence to the tender board rules and regulations and
lack of adequate documentation, the
audit firm was unable to determine
whether the company received value
for money from any of the expenditures. The former manager has since
been severed from the company, but
the effects of his actions still haunt the
company to this day.
Imprudent management coupled
with political interference in the affairs
of GNNL has left the company with a
task of not only rebuilding the image of
the newspaper, but also staying afloat
by managing mounting liabilities created mainly by legal suits against the
company.
Judgements have already been
awarded against GNNL to the tune of
over $50 million. Some of the judgements against GNNL include Yokohama Trading, whereby the court
awarded $12.5 million; Pasha Global,

whereby the court awarded $12.5 million; and Clifton Bacchus, with the
court awarding $27.5 million. In these
cases alone, GNNL was exposed to
claims for over $6 billion.
Further, based on court documents, should the judgement in some
of the pending cases be in favour of the
plaintiffs, the company could suffer
further losses of millions of dollars
more. The mounting liabilities, coupled
with the effects of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, are not
only restricting the company’s ability
to provide salary increases and conduct
other critical administrative work, but
are also driving the entity to insolvency.
According to GNNL’s current
Board of Directors, the company faces
an uncertain future, adding that without
intervention, the requisite capital expenditure to continue operations cannot
be contemplated. Further, efforts are
being made to monitor the legal claims,
as well as other areas of impropriety, illegal spending and uncleared monetary
advances taken by former general managers of the company.
Minister within the Office of the
Prime Minister, Kwame McCoy, had
said that the new management of the
company is working through the adversities to ensure that employees remain
away from the breadline.
“We have to continue to work this
through to be able to make sure we
save the workers… because many
workers rely on the company to make a
daily living and to earn a livelihood.
“We have skilled people and professionals and it is a task for us to make
sure that the government, the People’s
Progressive Party/ Civic (PPP/C), creates a pathway to the survival of the
company and its workers,” Minister
McCoy related.
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Well-known Jamaica-born
Toronto drag queen passes on
By Niraj Sharma
A Jamaica-born drag queen who
became a fixture in Toronto’s LGBTQI
community has died.
Michelle Ross, born in Jamaica
and believed to be in her 60s, was
known as "true drag royalty." Pride
Toronto confirmed her death in a statement on Twitter on Monday. Her cause
of death is not known.
Tributes to Ross have been puring
in on social media as the community
mourns the person they called their
“queen”.
Many say Ross was kind and talented.
Glad Day Bookshop, which describes itself as the "first queer-focused
Canadian bookstore," said the death of
Ross is a huge loss for the community.
"Our village, our city and our
world has lost Michelle Ross. Michelle
was legendary for her kindness, friendship, commitment, style and raw talent.
May she continue to inspire us all," the
bookstore said on Twitter on Sunday.
Drag queen Brooke Lynn Hytes,
originally from Toronto, said in an Instagram post that Ross had an international career that lasted decades and she
described her as a "Icon, Legend, Diva
and STAR" of the drag scene in Toronto.
"If you were booked in a show
with her, it was understood that you
were the intermission or the smoke
break. People were there to see
Michelle! Her shows were a drag master
class. She held her audience captive!"
Hytes said.
Salon Noir, a community group,
expressed condolences on Facebook to
her family, friends and admirers on Sunday. The group says it was "born out of

Michelle Ross -- Toronto’s drag queen

our desire and commitment to black
trans, gender fluid, gender queer and
queer people to provide a safe place for
our communities to laugh, learn, love
and socialize."
"I don't think any of us were prepared for this news this morning — confirmed by the family. We wish you all
comfort during this time of grief. Miss
Ross may you rest in glory with your
King Jesus."

Pride Toronto, for its part, said
Ross was a much-loved performer at its
annual festival.
"Michelle wowed audiences at
Pride Festivals past with electrifying
performances and this year's Rise Up!
event. We'll cherish her memory for
years to come," it said in its statement.
"Classy. Elegant. Glamorous. Miss
Ross."
According to Pride Toronto, Ross

began to perform in 1974 at Club Manatee in Toronto. She had a six-year stint
with La Cage Aux Folles in Toronto as
well as a residency at Caesar's Palace in
Las Vegas. She appeared at events in
Canada, in the U.S., in London, England, and Jamaica.
CBC Arts once described her as "a
reigning queen on Toronto's Church
Street."

Kidnapped woman escapes, now safe
A 23-year-old woman who was abducted in
Brampton over the weekend has been found safe but
the search for her captor remains ongoing.
Police say that Salina Ouk walked into 22 Division headquarters in Brampton alone at around 7:30
p.m.
They say that she appeared to be in “good health”
but was taken to hospital to receive treatment for something that is not related to her abduction.
“I know that she did walk in and identify herself,”
Const. Heather Cannon told reporters during a hastilyscheduled news conference. “Officers have spoken
very briefly with her but there hasn’t been some in
depth interview that has occurred as of yet.”
Ouk has been missing since she was taken from a
residence on Adventura Road, near Mayfield and Mississauga roads early Sunday morning.
Police previously said that they were called to the
residence for reports of a disturbance involving a man
seen banging on a door.
But once they arrived on scene they heard screaming coming from inside the home and immediately
breached the door.

Salina Ouk -- reportedly escaped her kidnapper

They then followed the sound of screams to the
garage, where they encountered the suspect and Ouk
inside a vehicle.
The Special Investigations Unit has said that two
officers discharged their firearms in the direction of the
vehicle, but the suspect was able to flee the scene with
Ouk in the back seat.

The getaway vehicle was then discovered Sunday
afternoon in the area of Whitepoppy Drive and
McLaughlin Road in Brampton.
On Monday afternoon, police said that investigators believed the suspect and Ouk took a taxi to the area
of Ruddington Drive and Bayview Avenue in Toronto
at around 4 a.m.
Police said that a red or orange Kia Soul was observed entering a nearby parking lot at 3230 Bayview
Avenue at around the same time and leaving a short
time later.
Investigators continue to search for that vehicle.
“That Kia is still part of our active investigation
and we are still looking to speak with the driver,” Cannon said.
The suspect in the abduction has been identified
as 21-year-old Kwami Garwood and Cannon said that
he should be considered “armed and dangerous.”
Garwood is wanted on four outstanding warrants
in the GTA, including a first-degree murder warrant in
connection with the shooting death of 43-year-old
Andre Charles in Toronto last year.
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This violent action from a member of the school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad- some of the challenges the youth face all
ships with the Universities of Cambridge,
I reference Mr. Oscar Ramjeet’s letter in the has decided to withhold from the Berbice Cricket
A point to note is that Mr. Sanasie’s GCB reLondon, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the public is totally new in Guyana and unprece- emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn over this country and indeed all over the
March 25, 2021 edition of Kaieteur News titled “It’s Board its rightful subvention as per the Constitution fused to meet with Skeritt to discuss his proposal for
UK that allow us to offer internationally ac- dented. But it would appear that it has been about the power of the arts but more impor- world. We have been very fortunate in this
High Time that a Guyanese be elected at the helm of of the GCB and the best explanation is that they used West Indies cricket. Isn’t that evidence that Mr.
credited undergraduate and graduate pro- fuelled by social media where initial com- tantly to learn about social issues and what process to have had youth from the UK,
Cricket West Indies.”
up the funds to cover the legal costs that the GCB in- Sanasie is not willing to work with those who are not
grammes. The School of Nations has been a ments by a handful students in Guyana has youth can do to address them. This has been Canada and other countries to help develop
Let me make it clear that I have nothing personal curred as a result of the BCB court cases.
deemed supportive of him?
source of great joy to us as we have seen our been transformed by comments from a small part of an ongoing programme of training at this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing
against Mr. Ramjeet nor Mr. Anand Sanasie, Cricket
Editor, shouldn’t the BCB decide what its rightLet me close by saying this. It is high time for
graduates serve in important capacities in group of students in North American and Nations and indeed at our house on this re- this message is simply to explore one reWest Indies Presidential hopeful; however, there are ful funds are to be utilized for? Why starve a board Guyanese cricket administrators be elected to CWI
sponse to the growing violence in our socigrew into aggressive and dangerous state- flective process.
Guyana and other part of the world.
quite a few reasons why Mr. Sanasie is not the of funds? Is it not spitefulness to do that, knowing, presidency, but it must be because they have vision
Several months ago , we started a weekly ety.
But then a new chapter opened last Sun- ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the
Guyanese to be the head of CWI.
that the BCB could have collapsed, had it not been and because their hands are clean, and not because
In the final analysis these challenges can
day when I was shot outside my home by very real dangers of social media which dra- programme with 6th Formers helping stuThe first is his association with a Guyana Cricket for the wonderful support the BCB under Mr. Foster they are Guyanese. Being Guyanese also does not enwhat many people believe may be someone matically escalated to the shooting on Sun- dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to only be addressed by us all working together.
Board that was deemed by two Ministers of Sport has garnered?
title someone the support of the Guyanese public. In
Heartfelt greetings
from the Nations community. I was informed day night. So on the one hand we are now study material related to the purpose of life
from two different administrations as illegal. This was
I note with amusement that Mr. Ramjeet quoted addition, in case it is not clear, Mr. Sanasie, this ain’t
Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE
only yesterday that this news has reached the trying to look at the physical challenges to and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as
subsequently confirmed by the Court of Appeal of Mr. Dave Cameron, the immediate Ex- President of it chief!
Director, School of the Nations
Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as overcome to make our school community well as how to deal with the turbulence charGuyana.
Mr. Sanasie continues to pretend that this is the CWI saying that “Skerrit has failed to deliver the
safe for everyone. But the other challenge is acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana
such wanted to share this update.
not so, and that everything is fine and dandy with the kind of leadership that we hoped to see” but this very
Regards,
on the source of such actions. or any country in the world. There are now
GCB.Since one of the bullets shattered my to try to reflectperson,
as President, has been made to apologize to
Amir Khan
In the final analysis these terrible actions, seventeen 6th Formers supporting this probone and damaged the artery in my arm a

Cricket needs visionary leadership

Equality

GUY-TRINI

& South Asian News

Publisher:
BhaskarBhaskar
SharmaSharma
Editor-in
Chief:
Bhaskar
Sharma
Editor-in-Chief:
Equalitygroup@rogers.com
EqualityGroup@rogers.com
Editor:
Nishad Sharma
Co-Publisher:
Nishad Sharma
Annual subscription: $104.00 (including postage)

Co-Publisher: Nishad Sharma
Youth & Sport: Avishkar Sharma

Equality News is the largest weekly newspaper serving Guyanese and
(416-759-2359)
Equality@idirect.com
Contributors: Niraj Sharma, Freddie Kissoon,
Contributors:
Bobby Verra,
USARajkumar, Dr Kumar Mahabir, Dr Vishnu Bisram
Donald Ramotar,
Cliff
Legal Advisor: Kawal Totaram (USA)
Leon Saul, Parvati Persaud (Guyana)
Jailal Kisoon
For
advertising
in
Ontario
or
nationally,
call(Guyana|)
Marie Sharma 416-759-2359
Gideon Hanooman Singh (T&T)
Roop Sharma (Canada)
Jai Maharaj 868 762-4549 (Caribbean) or 647 -216 2359
Chet Sharma (Canada)
jainarinemaharaj@gmail.com
View
Equality
News
every
week online (ads included)
Ramko Kalicharan (Florida)
Creative
Solutions & Layout:
Niraj Sharma (Toronto)
Advertsing:
Marie Sharma
Chief Photographer: Narad Prashad
(USA) readers
Caribbean
in Canada.

www.EqualityNews.ca
www.equalitynews.ca

Vishnu Bisram (New York)

Equality News International is published by Equality News Incorporated.
1560
Brimley Rd;
Suite- 206,
Scarborough,
Ontario,
M1P 3G9
Canada,
20 Moeller
Court
Toronto,
Ontario,
Canada
--M1E
5B9
Tel: 416-759-6397,
Fax: 416-759-5359,
Email:
EqualityGroup@rogers.com
DIRECT
647 216 2359
• 416
759 2359

EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY APRIL 1 2021

7

MORTGAGE



IN



ANY

SITUATI
T ON









Ê

Ê







 

















 







 









THURSDAY APRIL 1 2021

8

EQUALITY NEWS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

It’s a no-brainer: Guyana can
re-negotiate its oil deals
THE EDITOR:
Our national hero VP said the
gas-to-shore project is so obviously
right (in his unilateral opinion) that it’s
a “no brainer.” How could the rest of
us dumb people not see it? No studies,
no planning, no consultations needed.
Our PPP is like the Mighty Sparrow. If
Sparrow says so, is so.
In my view, it’s not a case of the
Government “can’t” renegotiate; it’s a
case of the government “won’t” renegotiate, despite its many promises during the election campaign that the
PNC sold us out, and the PPP will correct that problem. The excuses they
make against renegotiation make them
sound as the PR arm of Exxon, rather
than the voice of the Guyanese people
for a new, improved deal.
As I review many articles and
headlines in leading world publications, you wonder what context clues
are the Government missing, that it refuses to renegotiate the oil deals in
which our nation will lose hundreds of
billions of US dollars, and our working people would be perpetually poor.
(See headlines in World Oil, Forbes,
Oilnow, Petroleum Economist,
Bloomberg, Industryweek, Yahoo finance, ABC news, Forbes, Rigzone,
Oilprice, spglobal, Wall Street Journal,
the MotleyFool, NSEnergy, etc.).

No wonder President Ali said
Guyana “cannot remain a rich country
of poor people.”
So nation, I ask you - which of
the context clues in the headlines
below, are the Government missing to
realize Guyana has the upper hand in
oil, that Guyana’s desirable sweet
crude oil is the new cash cow for
Exxon, Hess and CNOOC and they
cannot walk away from Guyana if the
Government asks for a new deal?
There can be no “sanctity of contract”
if that contract is inherently flawed
and violates Guyana’s laws. Even Tim
Jonas knows that. It’s a “no-brainer.”
The Government needs to grow a
pair and make Exxon accountable for
oil spills, local content, secure proper
insurance for any potential liabilities.
Instead, so far, the Government has
sent out all the wrong signals in letting
Exxon flare billions of cubic feet of
gas with impunity, pollute the environment with no penalties, going soft on
proper insurance, and allowing the
continued violations of Guyana’s laws
pertaining to payment of taxes and
give away of oil blocks. As foreigners
snicker at the stupidity of Guyana’s
leaders, and word spreads that we are
dullards willing to pawn our country
cheaply, people are coming here in

Calling all Foodies!
Are you a FOODIE like me? Well then! Today is your lucky
day! Hi, I'm Mala and I've a cooking channel called “From
Mala’s Kitchen To
Yours...Ala Mala Style”
I've created many a tried
and tested recipe in my
repertoire. On my channel
I've an ever expanding collection of crowd pleasing
recipes. Some for entertaining, some for simple at
home dining and even a
recipe or two that just
might please even your
mother in law too! New
recipes are always being
added so be sure to check
me out on Facebook searching “ala mala style” on Instagram and Youtube via the links below.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AlaMalaStyle/
Instagram: @frommalaskitchentoyours
https://instagram.com/frommalaskitchentoyours?r=nametag
Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDe3bLz6kT8FoKvJfm2dOA

droves to make money, while we are
short of medicines, public utilities are
limping along, our public infrastructure has collapsed, and life is a daily
grind in our mineral-rich Guyana.
Look at these headlines and statements:
“Guyana wells have high recovery rates, can be drilled faster than
any other deepwater basin in the
world.”
“Exxon Mobil Corp. agreed to
sell some assets in the North Sea for
more than $1 billion as the company
focuses on newer and larger sources of
oil and gas such as Guyana.”
“The Hess President and CEO
said the Stabroek Block of 6.6 million
acres or 1,150 Gulf of Mexico Blocks,
is ‘so unique’ because more than 9 billion barrels of oil and gas resources
have been found from that world-class
reservoir, with multi-billion barrels of
exploration potential remaining. He
added that the Stabroek Block’s worldclass reservoir quality with exceptional permeability and porosity that
results in high flow rates and high recovery factors. The reservoirs are shallow and there is no salt, that allows for
drilling wells in a fraction of the time
and cost of other deepwater basins.”
“Experts in the oil and gas industry believe that more oil could be

discovered closer to Guyana’s shoreline in the coming years with one official saying just two years after the
world class Liza discovery that the hydrocarbon resources found at the
Stabroek block so far is just the tip of
the iceberg.”
 “In terms of preserving the
long-term value of our assets, Guyana,
with its low cost of supply and industry-leading financial returns, remains
our top priority,” The Hess CEO said.
“Exxon’s move to ramp up its
drilling capacity offshore Guyana is to
facilitate an aggressive exploration
and appraisal campaign this year targeting 12 to 15 wells in a variety of
play types.”
“In 2015, ExxonMobil made
what one of its executives described as
a ‘fairy tale’ discovery in the vast
Stabroek exploration block off the
Guyanese coast.”
“Exxon’s Big Bet on Guyana’s
Offshore Oil Basin Is Paying Off.”
So nation, the Government must
stop making excuses and create a
united front for renegotiation. “It’s a
no-brainer.” Let’s support the Government in this direction.
Sincerely,
Dr. Jerry Jailall
NC, USA
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Pandemic out of control: experts
By Marie Sharma
Just when you thought we were out
of the woods, comes the news from a
panel of experts who believe the Covid19 pandemic is “out of control” in Ontario.
This was revealed in a briefing note
from a panel of science experts advising
the Ontario government on COVID-19,
showing the province at a tipping point.
Variants that are more deadly are
circulating widely, new daily infections
have reached the same number at the
height of the second wave, and the number of people hospitalized is now more
than 20 per cent higher than at the start
of the last provincewide lockdown,
states an analysis from Ontario's
COVID-19 science advisory table published on Monday night.
"Right now in Ontario, the pandemic is completely out of control," Dr.
Peter Juni, the table's scientific director
and a professor of medicine and epidemiology with the University of
Toronto, said in an interview prior to the
briefing note's publication.
That stark assessment follows
weeks of warnings from medical professionals in Ontario over rising case counts
and fast-spreading variants. It comes the
same day B.C. announced it will be implementing a three-week "circuit
breaker"-style lockdown, with sweeping
new restrictions on indoor dining in
restaurants, group fitness and worship
services.
Juni said for Ontario, there is now

has gathered that ExxonMobil was

Sign urging Torontonians to get vaccinated

"no way out" of the dire scenario that's
set to unfold over the next few weeks
without a widespread lockdown as well
— coupled with other measures, including the province providing paid sick
leave to essential workers, encouraging
Ontarians to avoid movement between
regions, and ensuring residents have access to lower-risk outdoor activities.
"There is no such thing as winning
this race with just vaccinations," Juni
stressed. "That's impossible."
The table's latest analysis, first reported by CBC News on Friday, shows
new variants of concern now account for
67 per cent of all SARS-CoV-2 infections in Ontario.
the road as early as possible. In that en-

Compared with the early strain that
circulated, the variants — which are primarily B117, the variant first identified
in the U.K. — are proving to cause more
severe illness.
The briefing note outlines that the
variants are associated with a more than
60 per cent increased risk of hospitalization, a doubled risk of admission to intensive care, and a 56 per cent increased
risk of death.
By March 28, the daily number of
new SARS-CoV-2 infections in Ontario
also "reached the daily number of cases
observed near the height of the second
wave, at the start of the province-wide
lockdown," on Dec. 26, 2020, the note

Mobil is eager to move along and from

reads.
Toronto-based geriatrician Dr.
Nathan Stall, a member of the science
table, said Ontario is "repeating the same
mistakes over and over and over again."
"We continually fail to protect the
most vulnerable," he continued. "First it
was long-term care, now it's communitydwelling older adults [and] essential
workers."
The number of people hospitalized
with COVID-19 is now 21 per cent
higher than at the start of the provincewide lockdown, while ICU occupancy is
28 per cent higher. The percentage of
COVID-19 patients in ICUs who are
younger than 60 is about 50 per cent
higher.
"We're seeing this shift of who's in
the hospital and who's in the ICU right
now ... that's worrying," said University
of Toronto epidemiologist and researcher Ashleigh Tuite, the lead author
on the briefing note.
Emergency and critical care physicians have also highlighted that trend,
noting anecdotally in recent weeks that
patients appeared to be showing up to
hospitals both younger and more seriously ill than during the first two waves
of the pandemic in Ontario.
The good news, according to Stall,
is that the once-raging fire in long-term
care has been nearly extinguished. But
he warned younger, unvaccinated adults
remain at risk of falling ill.
"There are a lot of susceptible individuals," he said.
--with files from the CBC
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Covid, diabetes
outreach in
Annandale
This past weekend at the government outreach at Annandale, ECD,
Guyana, was a huge success.
In addition to the regular outreach,
the Ministry of Health conducted a
Covid-19 vaccination exercise specifically targeting persons aged 60 and
above.
The team also distributed diabetic
testing kits, kindly donated by Terry
Gajraj and Abee Chunes Radio who
participated in the outreach as well.
Nearly 200 persons were in attendance.
Here, L-R. Mr. Naryndra Shiwcharran, Bhaskar Sharma, Mr. Terry
Gajraj, Dr. Vishnu Bisram, Hon. Anil
Nandlall, Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (Guyana), and another representative from Abee Chunes
Radio, USA, are seen at the event.
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31,000 get
Covid shots in
Guyana
Around 31,000 persons have so
far received COVID-19 vaccines and
the administration of second doses to
those who were in the initial batches
is expected to begin this week.
This was revealed by advisor to
the Minister of Health, Dr. Leslie
Ramsammy, who was at the time delivering remarks after receiving
24,000 doses of vaccines from
COVAX on Monday.
“Thirty-one thousand Guyanese
citizens and persons resident in
Guyana have received their first dose
of vaccine already and in fact during
this week we are going to begin administering second doses to some of
those who received their first dose
early,” he noted.
Dr. Ramsammy, a former Health
Minister, noted that with the arrival of
the first batch of vaccines through the
COVAX facility and the expected arrival of the 200,000 doses of the
Russian Sputnik V vaccine in a matter
of days, it is the government’s intention to inoculate 10,000 persons per
day, starting this week.
Further, this week, the second
dose of COVID-19 vaccines will be
available to those persons who received their first ‘jab’ during the initial stages of vaccination.
“So, Guyana is on the road, we
are demonstrating that we are Guyana
strong and we are on the road to ensuring that all persons resident within
our borders are vaccinated in 2021,”
Dr. Ramsammy said.
Dr. Ramsammy commended the
COVAX initiative and expressed gratitude on behalf of the Government of
Guyana to the stakeholders of the initiative for the timely donation.
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Continuing to help
families through
challenging times
We’re here to help.
Completing your final plans is important for your family’s
emotional and financial well-being. Especially now.
For more information, our dedicated professionals are
available for consultation by phone, online, or in person
with safety measures in place.

Ask us how to make your pre-plans
easy and affordable.
Visit highlandfuneralhome.ca/Scarborough
or call 647-503-1068.

Highland
Funeral Home - Scarborough Chapel
by Arbor Memorial
3280 Sheppard Avenue East, Scarborough, ON
Arbor Memorial Inc

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE
For all your catering
needs

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to minimize your cost.
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Former senior cop among
four charged with fraud
RETIRED Assistant Commissioner
of Police, Kevin Adonis, and three other
policemen were, on Friday, arraigned before Chief Magistrate Ann McLennan
for a $19 million fraud scam committed
against the Guyana Police Force’s Finance Office two years ago.
Adonis, along with Corporal Rawl
Haynes, who is currently stationed at the
Tactical Service Unit (TSU), and former
sergeants, Michael Corbin and Jermaine
Fraser, appeared before the Georgetown
Magistrates’ Court, jointly charged for
conspiracy to commit a felony.
The charge against the quartet
states that between March 26 and 29,
2019, at Georgetown, they conspired
with each other and persons unknown,
while being public officers employed by
the Guyana Police Force (GPF), and
stole a total of $19,030,767 belonging to
their employer. They were each released
on $150,000 bail.
Corbin, however, was separately
charged for the offence which stated that
on March 26, 2019, at the Guyana Police
Force’s Finance Office at Eve Leary,
Kingston, Georgetown, he input electronic data, that is to say, a payment
voucher entry in the sum of
$19,030,767, with the intent that it be
considered authentic by the Ministry of
Finance’s Integrated Financial Management Information System (IFMIS). On
that score, he was released on $100,000
bail.
Haynes was also charged separately

Left to right: Assistant Commissioner Kevin Adonis, Corporal Rawl Haynes and Sergeant Michael Corbin

for the offence which stated that on the
same date and location, while being a
public officer employed by the GPF, he
stole $19,030,767, belonging to the said
police force, but was released on
$50,000 bail.
The matter has been adjourned until
April 12. The state was represented by
Special Organised Crime Unit (SOCU)
prosecutor, Leslyn Noble.
Corbin and Haynes were previously
slapped with 21 counts of falsification of
accounts charges, which alleged that
they stole the sum of $12.5 million from
the GPF, but were arraigned last year before a City Magistrate, and are currently

out on $250,000 bail for that offence.
According to police reports, Corbin
and Fraser were stationed at the votes
section of the Police Finance Office,
Force Headquarters, Eve Leary in
March, 2019 and were responsible for
inputting and approving information
from Payment Vouchers in the IFMIS,
resulting in the Ministry of Finance cutting cheques to the amount inputted.
On March 26, 2019, Corbin allegedly reused a payment voucher with
supporting documents for fuel purchased
from GUYOIL to input information in
the IFMIS.
Fraser approved the said informa-

tion, resulting in cheque # 07-220086 in
the amount of G$19,030,767 being
payable to O/C ‘F’ Division. The cheque
was reportedly uplifted from the Ministry of Finance and lodged at the Police
Finance Office.
Adonis’s role in all this is that he allegedly endorsed said cheque, while
Haynes cashed it at the Bank of Guyana,
using Adonis’ national identification
card. No records were reportedly made
of the cheque, or to whom the money
was disbursed at ‘F’ Division, but following an audit conducted by the Auditor-General, and an internal police
investigation, all hands were charged.

Taxi driver gets 21 years for rape of schoolgirl
THIRTY-ONE-year-old taxi driver, Sahadeo
Pooran, called “Omesh”, on Wednesday sobbed in
court after being sentenced to 21 years in prison for
raping a 12-year-old schoolgirl in 2019. Pooran was
on trial before Justice Jo-Ann Barlow in the Sexual
Offences Court of the Demerara High Court and
was, earlier this month, found guilty by a jury for
the indictment which read that on September 27,
2019, he engaged in sexual penetration with a child
who was under the age of 16.
The State was represented by prosecutors,
Sarah Martin and Nafeeza Baig Poorna, while
Pooran was represented by Attorney-at-law, Euclin
Gomes.
State Prosecutor, Nafeeza Baig, asked the court
to consider the prevalence of the offence and the
fact that Pooran showed no remorse for his action.
Pooran’s attorney asked the court to temper justice with mercy and to also consider that Pooran is
the sole breadwinner for his family. The attorney
also related that Pooran’s wife is currently pregnant.
Sobbing unconsolably, Pooran, during his address to the court, said “I would like to say that I am
very sorry. I am an innocent person over this situation. My wife getting a baby for me, and I don’t
want this to be my punishment.”
In sentencing, Justice Barlow took into consideration the circumstances, such as the trust the victim’s parents had in Pooran as it relates to the
transportation of their children. The judge also con-

Sahadeo Pooran called “Omesh”

sidered the traumatic impact the incident had left on
the victim and also the fact that Pooran showed no
remorse for his actions.

Justice Barlow then sentenced Pooran to 21
years in prison and ordered that the convict be exposed to counselling for sex offenders.
According to reports, on the day in question,
the victim left her home for school around 08:00hrs.
She was standing on the roadway waiting on a taxi
to take her to the road head, where she would board
a minibus. Pooran stopped his motor car and offered
the girl a drop.
She got into the front passenger seat of the vehicle and Pooran drove off. During the journey, he
picked up two other passengers and dropped them
off.
Pooran later took the child to his home. He
dragged her into the home, locked her inside and
left. The child tried to escape but the windows were
barred with pieces of wood. It was while going
through a tablet that she learnt that the name of her
attacker was Sahadeo Pooran.
An hour later, Pooran returned. He placed a
mattress on the ground, threw the victim onto it and
raped her.
When he was finished, he told the child to tell
the teacher that she was involved in an accident.
The child was able to escape. She made her
way to her school where she told the lie to the
teacher. However, the teacher contacted her mother.
The child subsequently recounted the ordeal. The
matter was reported to the police and Pooran was arrested.
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American Professor urges Guyana
to consider Gas Master Plan
Susan Sakmar, a Professor at the
University of Houston Law Center, has
proffered a critical piece of advice to
Guyana, as it ventures into the Natural
Gas Sector – Consider a Gas Master
Plan.
With plans already set in motion to
land a multibillion dollar gas pipeline at
Wales, West Bank Demerara for the intended gas-to-shore plant, Sakmar outlined that a Gas Master Plan would set a
firm foundation for Guyana as it develops its gas project.
She made those comments and
more during the Guyana Basin Summit
held on March 18, last.
“I do not think that Guyana has a
Gas Master Plan but I think this is something they should consider soon. I would
approach it step by step. Guyana has oil,
with oil comes natural gas. So what do
you do with that natural gas? Now that
Government is planning on going along
the power generation line, a Gas Master
Plan is critical,” the American Professor
said.
Professor Sakmar who has been a
Shale Gas & Liquid Natural Gas lecturer
for over 25 years pointed out that
Guyana could look to West African Nation, Nigeria when crafting its Gas Master Plan.
When it comes to raw gas-to-power
potential, Nigeria represents a major
global player as the West African nation
holds over 200 trillion cubic feet of recoverable reserves – the largest on the
continent – and produces 1.2 billion
cubic feet per day, according to the Department of Petroleum Resources of
Nigeria.
Nearly half of its production is exported, and Nigeria ranks as the fifth
largest liquefied natural gas (LNG) ex-

Ghana recently adoped a Gas Master Plan, whic Susan Sakmar (inset) is urging Guyana to adopt

porter globally. With the aim of laying a
solid framework gas infrastructure expansion within the domestic market, the
Nigerian Gas Master Plan was approved
on February 13, 2008 to be a guide for
the commercial exploitation and management of Nigeria’s gas sector.
Furthermore, Nigeria’s Gas Master
Plan contained three major components:
the Domestic Gas Supply Obligation, the
Gas Pricing Framework and the Gas Infrastructure Blueprint – three critical elements Sakmar outlined that Guyana
should pay attention to.
“It was because of Nigera’s clear
plan on how it wanted to place itself
among the big league of Natural Gas

First batch of Covax
arrives in Guyana
THE first batch of Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine for
COVID-19 through the COVAX facility, comprising a quantity of 24,000 doses, were received, on Monday morning, at
the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA).
The COVAX facility is a global mechanism that was
created to ensure the equitable distribution of COVID-19
vaccines. COVAX is made up of the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations (CEPI); Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance
Gavi; the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF); the
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO); the World
Health Organization (WHO) and other stakeholders.
During the initial distribution phase from COVAX,
Guyana is expected to receive a total of 100,800 doses of
vaccine. Pan American Health Organization/ World Health
Organization (PAHO/WHO) Country Representative to
Guyana, Dr. Luis Codina, at the handing over ceremony held
at the CJIA, noted that this first delivery will be complemented with the remaining doses expected between April and
May.

producers and plans to effectively develop the resource, that it is a success
today and Guyana should look at that
too, examine how it wants the project to
be and benefits before going ahead,”
Professor Sakmar added.
Meanwhile, industry experts are
paying keen attention as Guyana embarks on the Gas-To-Shore route with
many already offering advice that a clear
cut plan is needed before any significant
development is made with the project.
Concerns have been mounting over
the past two months since government is
moving at a fast pace, with none of the
critical studies being conducted prior,
chief among which is a Financial Feasi-

bility Study.
That study, according to Guyana’s
Vice President and local oil boss, Dr.
Bharrat Jagdeo is a “no-brainer” as the
benefit of having significant reduction in
electricity costs is enough to give the
project the stamp of approval. Several
local stakeholders disagree with him.
Info Box: A Gas Master plan contains projections of the country’s demand and supply as much as the
infrastructure requirements that are
needed to realize the country’s projections in regards to gas exploitation. Gas
Master Plans (GMPs) are meant to address two issues: Design Optimization
and Operational Optimization.
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Roger Khan at friend’s funeral:
Those bullets were meant for me
“Every single one of those bullets
were meant for me…all 20 something
of those bullets were meant for me.”
This was the declaration of Roger Khan
yesterday as he paid tribute to his slain
best friend, Ricardo Fagundes popularly known as “Paper Shorts”, who
was laid to rest yesterday.
Fagundes, a biker and gold dealer,
was riddled with more than 20 bullets
two Sundays ago, as he exited the popular Main Street nightclub, Palm Court.
The act was carried out by two men
who had emerged from a heavily tinted
white Toyota Fielder wagon (new
model).
During his farewell service held at
the Guyana Motor Racing and Sports
Club located at Thomas Lands,
Georgetown, Khan made it clear that he
(Khan) was the intended target and not
Fagundes.
Khan began his 15-minute long
tribute by referring to Fagundes as his
own son before going on to share his
conviction that he (Fagundes) had died
in his place.
“There are many things said about
my association with Ricardo, so the
first thing I would like to do is clarify
my relationship with him. He is not my
friend, he is not my associate, he is not
my worker; he is my son.”
Khan continued, “Whoever killed
him, did not kill an associate, they did
not kill my friend… they killed my
son.”

Roger Khan: Murder victim was like a son to me

“This was not an attack on Ricardo,” he said, adding that “Today is a
difficult day for me… especially for me
to face Ricardo’s friends and family because he died in my place.”
Khan also recounted his final moments with Fagundes at Palm Court.
He said that they had arrived at the bar
around 20:42hrs. He noted that the car,
which transported the gunmen arrived
an hour later.
He claimed that they waited for
some 20 minutes until Fagundes
stepped outside, sometime after
22:00hrs, presumably to move his
(Khan’s) Ford pick-up and bring it
closer to the bar. Khan explained that
the gunmen were lurking to attack the
person who drives the pick-up. Tragically, that night, it was Fagundes walking to the driver’s side of the pick-up,

which resulted in him being killed.
As he continued his tribute, Khan
said that even though he would have
preferred to have taken the bullets, he
believes that it was Fagundes’ appointed time to go.
He quoted Hebrews 9:27, a biblical verse, which states “people are destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment”. Khan interpreted the verse
by saying that “no man can determine
one’s death, enemies can sit and plan
but God has the final say.”
Nevertheless, Khan demanded justice for his slain friend and even lashed
out at the Guyana Police Force (GPF)
for not working diligently to find Fagundes’s killers.
He accused the Force of failing
Fagundes and his relatives miserably
by not doing its best in relation to the

investigation. Khan went on to question
why no roadblock was set up immediately, in order to trap the getaway car,
which the gunmen used.
Khan also claimed that the police
are harassing Fagundes’ family members, instead of hunting for leads in the
case. He said too that investigators had
told him that they could not obtain
video footage where the car went because the State’s security cameras are
not working.
As Khan called for justice, he passionately underscored that “history can
tell us that when there is no State security, lawlessness will prevail.”
“The hearts of men bleed for justice,” he added, as he insisted that the
investigation into Fagundes’ murder
should be given the same importance
that was given to the Henry boys’ case.
Meanwhile, the GPF, in a statement issued in direct response to
Khan’s remarks, assured that the investigation into the circumstances surrounding Fagundes killing were never
compromised.
“This incident is being treated
with every seriousness and alacrity
spearheaded by investigators of the
Force’s Major Crimes Unit (MCU),”
the GPF stated.
The Police Force also made it
clear that a comprehensive investigation is being conducted and all leads
are being followed to bring the perpetrators of the heinous crime to justice.
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US$800M gas-to-shore
pipeline to cost a ‘no-brainer’
Guyana’s Vice President, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, has suggested that in light of
the perceived benefits, a gas-to-shore
pipeline from the Liza Field to the Wales
Estate is a “no brainer” given the possibility of reducing the cost of generation
of electricity in Guyana.
Former Energy Minister of Trinidad
and Tobago (T&T), Kevin Ramnarine, is
of the view that Guyana needs to do
much more before forging ahead with
the project, since, among other reasons,
the touted US$800M price tag is just for
the pipeline alone.
The stark warning was given by
Ramnarine during a recent webinar on
Guyana’s proposed gas to shore project,
hosted online by OilNOW.
Drawing on the T&T’s experience,
Ramnarine noted that the bulk of the natural gas produced in that country does
not go into electricity generation directly, despite the fact that all electricity
in the Twin Island Republic is generated
using natural gas.
He noted that the gas recovered
from the field can be used for varying
purposes, in addition to electricity generation.
It was explained that while electricity can be generated using the methane
in the gas, there are other associated
gases that can also be commercially feasible and spoke of propane that is for
cooking and butane that are used in cigarette lighters.
He was adamant that the feasibility
of bringing gas to shore will require a
holistic approach that will guide a strategic strategy for the country’s industrial
development.

Kevin Ramnarine

These would include the proposed
gas to power plant to generate electricity
for the domestic grid in addition to separate facilities for the processing of the
other gases.
The former energy minister was
adamant too that if Guyana is serious
about developing a feasible natural gas
industry using the associated gas discovered so far in the Stabroek Block, it must
first undertake an independent audit of
the gas reserves.
The country is currently dependent
on ExxonMobil for its data regarding the
Stabroek Block potential.
The former energy minister was

keen to point out that his country, which
currently produces all of its natural gas
from electricity, only use a small amount
of its production for this purpose.
According to Ramnarine, data currently available from ExxonMobil indicate that about 20 per cent of the just
about nine billion barrels of oil is associated gas.
He reminded that the company has
committed to supplying some 50 million
cubic feet initially on a daily basis.
According to Ramnarine, the
proven reserves currently indicate about
9.6 trillion cubic feet of natural gas but
the country would need to be able to ascertain that there is enough gas in order
to sustain the industry for some 20 years.
“There is a significant amount of
natural gas out there, 20 per cent of eight
billion barrels of oil equivalent is 1.6 billion equivalent, which when converted
into gas is 9.6 trillion cubic feet of natural gas.”
He explained that the gas does present a huge development opportunity for
Guyana but there is a need for a well
thought out natural gas master-plan “as
to how the country plans to use the gas.”
He reiterated that the 50 million
cubic feet tranche of gas that can potentially begin landing onshore in 2024 “is
only the beginning of the gas story in
Guyana.”
As such, Ramnarine was adamant
that such an independent audit would be
able to inform the industrial development of the country and optimizing the
use of the gas.
He said “increasingly, as the
decade’s progress, I think more gas will

be making its way to the shoreline, so the
question is what is the best way to use
this gas to develop industries that are
sustainable.”
“Liquefied natural gas is certainly a
growth industry; gas is going to be
around for a long while,” according to
Ramnarine, and as such, he suggested
that the Guyanese government may wish
to “have an independent third party assessment of the reserves that have been
discovered thus far.”
According to Ramnarine, such an
independent assessment will give the
country a better idea of the reserves in
its possession “so right now, we have
some figures and those figures have been
given to us by Exxon(Mobil) out of their
reporting.”
The former T&T Energy Minister
was unwavering in stating that “it would
be useful for the Guyana government to
have an independent third party assessment; audits like that would give the
Guyanese government a good idea of
what sort of resource base you are playing with.”
This, he said, would inform industrial strategies and planning going forward in order to make the gas-to-shore
initiative economically feasibility.
According to Ramnarine too, the
technology exists to bring the pipeline
and he estimates it would cost between
US$600M and US$800M and that the
cost would be minimal when juxtaposed
with the total returns from the Stabroek
Block and would probably reduce electricity generation in Guyana by about
half. The industry, he advised, must be
approached in a holistic manner.

Ali: developed countries should do more
Guyana’s President, Dr. Irfaan Ali, is calling on
the developed world to do more for developing
countries, taking into account the prevailing Coronavirus pandemic and its implications in addition to
other economic realities.
Such, assistance, according to Dr. Ali, could
come in the form of debt forgiveness.
“Given the reality that many poor countries are
saddled with debt distress, we advocate for broadbased debt relief to developing countries through international frameworks, similar to the Paris Club
arrangements, such as the debt relief under the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative,
and the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative,” Dr. Ali
said.
He was at the time addressing a virtual Meeting
of Heads of State and Governments, on the International Debt Architecture and Liquidity, and encouraged the granting of debt relief by bilateral and
commercial creditors, not explicitly participating in
debt relief initiatives.

Guyana, he said, “is deeply concerned” over
the widening development chasm between rich and
poor countries as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and reiterated calls for more systems to be put
in place to aid countries struggling to rebound from
the deadly disease.
“Guyana would therefore like to take this opportunity to urge, developed countries and international financial institutions to immediately revisit
and reform the existing international debt framework, so as to make it more responsive to developing countries’ needs.”
During the address, President Ali was joined by
Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau; the Prime
Minister of Jamaica, Andrew Holness, and UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, among other
world leaders.
Addressing the virtual gathering, Dr. Ali noted
that while the COVID-19 pandemic has aggravated
the levels of poverty and economic distress, “the
structure of the existing international debt com-

pounds poorer countries’ bleak recovery prospects.”
He did use the occasion to applaud the International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) initiative to provide
Special Drawing Rights of US$650 billion.
According to Dr. Ali, the initiative “would definitely enhance global liquidity and assist countries
to navigate the risk and adverse effects of the pandemic.”
While complimenting the G20 countries for
initiating the debt service suspension initiative—
which allows for the postponement of debt repayments for more than 70 low-income
countries—President Ali used the forum to “strongly
urge” them to seriously consider granting a further
extension of the standstill period to support their recovery efforts. These measures, he insists, will help
to provide valuable fiscal space and liquidity for the
affected developing countries, and allow them to
mount appropriate responses, geared at mitigation,
relief and rebuilding efforts in the wake of natural
and biological disasters.
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Court challenge against closed border lost
A mother of eight from east Port-ofSpain, who was left stranded abroad for
almost six months on her first trip outside of T&T, has lost her constitutional
lawsuit against the State over the closure
of the country’s borders due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Delivering a written ruling on Monday, High Court Judge Eleanor Donaldson-Honeywell
dismissed
the
constitutional motion brought by

Put this book
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Takeisha Clairmont, 41, of East Dry
River, Port-of-Spain.
In a press release issued shortly
after, Attorney General Faris Al-Rawi
noted that Donaldson-Honeywell ruled
that regulations passed by the Government under the Public Health Ordinance
1940, in response to the pandemic, were
legitimate as the ordinance is saved law,
which is exempt from constitutional review as in Clairmont’s case.

“The Court went on to note that
rights under the Constitution are not absolute. They carry reciprocal duties and
responsibilities and may be subject to
such restrictions as are necessary in a
democratic society, in the public interests of national security, public safety
and protection of the rights of other persons,” he said.
He also noted that the court ruled
that the regulations passed by the government were a proportional response to
the pandemic.
As part of her decision in the case,
Donaldson-Honeywell ordered Clairmont to pay 25 per cent of the State’s
legal costs in defending the lawsuit.
According to the court filings,
Clairmont’s legal team was claiming that
the Government was required to amend
the country’s immigration laws in order
to effect the change as opposed to using
the regulations, which are executed
without Parliamentary scrutiny.
They claimed that the policy
breached Clairmont’s constitutional
rights to liberty, protection of the law,
freedom of movement, and freedom
from arbitrary detention, imprisonment
or exile.

In addition to compensation for
Clairmont’s pain and suffering, they
were also seeking an order declaring the
regulations, which deal specifically with
the closure of the borders, null and void.
In an affidavit attached to the case,
Clairmont sought to recount the harrowing details of her experience.
Clairmont claimed that in January,
last year, her brother, who lives in the
British Virgin Islands (BVI) bought a
ticket for her to come to help take care
of him after undergoing kidney surgery.
Clairmont attempted to get a return
flight before the closure of the borders
but was unsuccessful.
Faced with the prospect of being
separated from her family for an inordinate period, Clairmont, who was three
and a half months’ pregnant suffered a
miscarriage in the airport toilet.
She was hospitalised and her
brother was forced to pay over
US$2,000 in medical bills.
Clairmont was then forced to stay
with her brother and his wife while frequently making requests to the Ministry
of National Security to facilitate her
repatriation.
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Sanasie's CWI hopes in doubt
after GCB elects new President
ANAND Sanasie’s aim of challenging incumbent president of Cricket West
Indies (CWI) Ricky Skerritt on April 11
may be affected after the Guyana Cricket
Board (GCB) elected a new president on
Monday.
Sanasie served as secretary for the
GCB executive which was defeated.
It is uncertain if Sanasie is eligible
to run in the upcoming CWI elections.
He and Anand Kalladeen, who served as
treasurer on the previous GCB, were the
CWI directors representing the GCB
under former GCB president Dru Bahadur.
Bahadur will be replaced by Bissondyal Singh Snr as the GCB president.
Under the new executive, former West
Indies batsman Ramnaresh Sarwan will
serve as the chairman of selectors for the
senior Guyana men’s team.
It was the first time the GCB had
held elections in ten years.
The GCB and the Barbados Cricket
Association boycotted the CWI annual
general meeting on Sunday, which led to
the postponement of the AGM to April
11.
In a Facebook post on Sunday, the
GCB explained why representatives did
not attend. The release said, "The main

The newly-elected Guyana Cricket Board executive

reason for this decision was that the current leadership of CWI failed to conform
with the statutory requirements of the
Articles of Association and present audited financial statement of CWI. Financial statements must be sent to
shareholders 14 days before the AGM

and are required to be approved by the
board of directors. This was not done for
the first time in decades."
In the AGM timeline, the CWI said
a "CWI board of directors meeting to
consider and approve accounts" was
held on March 11.

On March 13, "Draft CWI financial
statements (were) sent to all members,
having been approved by audit risk and
compliance and finance committees and
CWI board of directors."

Regional cricket boards sad that AGM postponed
THE Windward Islands Cricket
Board (WICB), along with the Leeward
Islands Cricket Board (LICB) and the Jamaica Cricket Association (JCA), are all
saddened that the Cricket West Indies
(CWI) annual general meeting (AGM)
was postponed on Sunday.
The Guyana Cricket Board (GCB)
and the Barbados Cricket Association
(BCA) decided to boycott the elections,
forcing them to be postponed to April 11.
In a Facebook post on Sunday, the
GCB explained why representatives did
not attend. The release said, "The main
reason for this decision was that the current leadership of CWI failed to conform

with the statutory requirements of the
Articles of Association and present audited financial statement of CWI. Financial statements must be sent to
shareholders 14 days before the AGM
and are required to be approved by the
board of directors. This was not done for
the first time in decades."
In the AGM timeline, the CWI said
a "CWI board of directors meeting to
consider and approve accounts" was
held on March 11.
On March 13, "Draft CWI financial
statements (were) sent to all members,
having been approved by audit risk and
compliance and finance committees and

CWI board of directors."
On Sunday, a release by WICB
said, “The WICB expresses sadness at
the turn of events at the Cricket West Indies Annual General Meeting scheduled
for today March 28, 2021.
“The WICB finds no good reason
for the manner in which confusion and
disrepute have been foisted upon our esteemed and honourable governing body
and condemns this attempt to drag our
cricket into the gutters.”
The WICB confirmed its support
for Skerritt and vice-president Dr
Kishore Shallow.
“Over the past two years, the CWI
leadership has displayed great skill and
fortitude in uniting West Indies Cricket,
inspiring hope in our fans, forging strategic alliances, managing scarce finances,
and showing great vision in charting the
way forward.”
The LICB echoed the sentiments of
the WICB with a release on Sunday.
“The LICB is saddened by the
events of earlier today at the CWI
AGM… the LICB is deeply troubled,
perplexed and horrified that the BCA
and the GCB, which are globally recognised for producing some of the greatest
cricketers to have played the game, were
comfortable bringing CWI in such disrepute.”

The LICB, which also reiterated its
support for Skerritt and Shallow, said,
“We are confident that all processes and
procedures were followed leading up to
the AGM, wherein all LICB representatives as well as representatives from Jamaica Cricket Association, Trinidad and
Tobago Cricket Board and Windward Islands Cricket Board of Control were
present at the meeting and ready to engage in pursuit of the betterment of West
Indies Cricket.”
The JCA’s statement on Monday,
said the association is “deeply concerned.”
“It is noted that the representatives
from the BCA and the GCB were absent
without an apology for their absence despite the fact their attendance was previously authorised. This comes at a time
when we need to work together to continue the rebuilding of our cricket, which
requires a mature approach on the part
of everyone especially those in leadership roles,” the JCA release said.
“We need for all our members to act
in a way that will engender the confidence and respect of our Caribbean people, sponsors, media rights partners, our
fans and even more importantly our
players who will take the field of play
this morning for the second test against
Sri Lanka.”
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