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$20B financing in Development Bank NAREI gets $60M worth of vehicles

The newly operationalised Guyana Development Bank is being posi- Agriculture Minister Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha has handed over approximately
tioned as a catalyst for a new wave of entrepreneurial and productive activity, ~G$60 million in vehicles to the National Agricultural Research and Extension Insti-
with more than G$20 billion budgeted for financing small businesses. tute (NAREI) to strengthen its extension services and enhance national surveillance,

Speaking in an interview on Monday, Senior Minister in the Office of the monitoring and control of the Carambola Fruit Fly (CFF).

President with Responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh (pictured), said the The fleet comprises five pickup trucks, six All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) and 12
allocation is not simply an injection of capital, but is intended to stimulate motorcycles and was procured under the Agricultural Infrastructure Development

sustainable businesses and livelihoods across the country. Programme (AIDP), for which the Cooperative Republic of Guyana received financ-

Dr Singh said the funding available through the bank is intended to help ~ ing from .the CARICQM Developm§nt F und (CDF).
establish and expand small businesses, while creating a pathway for entrepre- During the handing-over exercise, Minister Mustapha underscored NARET’s

neurs to build sustainable enterprises and eventually graduate into the tradi- critical role in supporting the development and modernisation of Guyana’s agriculture
tional financial sector through research, extension and technical support to farmers.

system. “This initia- “NAREI is the premier research institution in this country. We have been ensur-
" tive is intended to ing that NAREI has the facilities and is well equipped to provide the necessary guid-
| ' | M anu I Ife Wealth achieve a completely ance and services as we advance our food security efforts,” Minister Mustapha said.
He noted that strengthening institutions such as NAREI forms part of the Gov-
new wave of entre- ernment’s wider food-security agenda and its efforts to position Guyana as a major

Is_a M. Baham?t p ren.eurlal z-m.d pro- agricultural producer within the Caribbean.

Financial Advisor ductive a},ctwlty mn “Our President, as you know, is placing a lot of emphasis on food security, not
905-605-7400 x 110 Guyana. o only at the local level, but also at the regional level. We want Guyana to be the pre-
416-346-8883 ) More stories in- yier fo0d producer in CARICOM, and we are moving aggressively in those efforts,”
Get in touch for a free side he said. Minister Mustapha pointed to the significant increase in public investment in
portfolio review if you agriculture over the years,

have $100K or more in
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New York memorial celebrates Mighty
Sparrow'’s extraordinary life

Family, friends and admirers of Ca-
lypso King of the World Slinger Fran-
cisco, better known as the Mighty
Sparrow, celebrated the man behind the
legend at a memorial service in New
York Sunday.

His daughter Gina Francisco re-
flected on her father’s final years, recall-
ing how the man who once travelled the
globe eventually relied on others to carry
him, yet never complained.

The service at Linden Seventh-day
Adventist Church drew fellow musi-
cians, politicians, diplomats, clerics and
supporters from across the Caribbean di-
aspora.

Francisco said her father treated

those around him warmly and deeply
valued his family. She joked that, with 14
children, she could not remember all
their names. One of his greatest lessons,
she said, was humility.

“The greatest thing that I think that
he did, because it was a very humbling
experience to watch my father being car-
ried. He couldn’t walk. He had to be car-
ried, and he was very uncomplaining.”

She added: “I’ve seen my father
change over the years. He was very un-
complaining, and his world became
smaller and smaller and smaller. You’re
looking at a man who travelled the
world, and then he’s kind of limited to
where he is, and he never complained.”
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A funeral for the Mighty Sparrow was held on Sunday in New York

Francisco said sharing her father
with the world sometimes frustrated her
and her siblings, but she eventually came
to appreciate his impact on generations
of people.

“He taught me how to be at peace
with whatever God gives you,” she said.

Among those paying tribute was
New York City Public Advocate Ju-
maane Williams, who described Sparrow
as a giant of Caribbean culture whose in-
fluence extended far beyond Trinidad
and Tobago.

“This is obviously a sad occasion,”
Williams said, adding that Sparrow’s
death at 91 also provided an opportunity
to celebrate a remarkable life.

“I just want to thank the family be-
cause [’'m honoured to come to speak
about a 91-year-old who lived an amaz-
ing life.”

He invited mourners to applaud the
late calypsonian.“The Calypso Monarch
Emeritus, no one can beat him. What he
did for our culture is simply amazing and

cannot be overstated.”

Williams recalled that Sparrow’s
name was regarded as “royalty” in his
household and in countless others across
the Caribbean diaspora.

Yves Abel of Haiti’s legendary band
Tabou Combo also paid tribute, recalling
Sparrow’s support for Caribbean artistes
and his commitment to regional unity.

“It is an honour for me to be invited
to the celebration of the life of Mr
Mighty Sparrow, one of the greatest ca-
lypso men in the world,” Abel said.

He recalled that Sparrow had helped
the group in its early years by securing
performances at major New York venues.

“When we were 22 years old, 19
years old, playing music in Brooklyn,
Mighty Sparrow invited us to some of
the greatest venues in New York. He took
us to Madison Square Garden, he took us
to the Lincoln Center, he took us to
Carnegie Hall.”

Abel said Sparrow understood that
Caribbean people were united by culture

despite their linguistic dif-

ferences.

Ethnlc VlSlon “Sparrow knew that
Immigration S eI'ViceS although we speak differ-
ent languages based on our
+ Specialist in Refugee ¥ B | colonial backgrounds, we
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. Family Sponsorship come from.
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Ritu V Sharma neral in his homeland of
RCIC#R510878 Trinidad and Tobago.
Consultant A date for the cere-
416-799-2106

mony has not yet been an-

nounced.
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Nandlall rejects talk of proposed
MV Barima compensation

Attorney General Anil Nandlall
Tuesday night dismissed reports that the
government was proposing compensa-
tion to survivors and relatives of passen-
gers and crew members who drowned
when the ferry MV Barima sank more
than two months ago.

“It is important to emphasise that, at
this stage, no financial offer of compen-
sation has been made to any survivor or
family. Statements that a specific sum has
already been offered to any person are
wholly untrue,” he said on his Facebook
programme, “Issues In The News.”

He discouraged Guyanese from
paying attention to “reckless and irre-
sponsible” persons who were maligning
a distinguished team of lawyers in an at-
tempt to be duped by other lawyers who
were allegedly “canvassing for their re-
tainers.”

He said the legal team has cautioned
that false reports about purported finan-
cial offers would lead to confusion, anx-
iety and mistrust among persons who are
attempting to navigate already difficult
circumstances.

Mr Nandlall said under the presi-
dential HEART (Hope, Empathy, Aid,
Resilience and Trust) initiative, Guyana
has hired a team of independent lawyers,
led by Belizean former Attorney General
Eamon Courtenay, who has already met
with survivors and affected relatives of
the July 18 tragedy in Region Four (De-
merara-Mahaica) and in Mabaruma and
Port Kaituma in Region One (Barima-
Waini).

The Attorney General said he was
authorised by the lawyers to say that

“much has been achieved in offering dif-
ferent forms of assistance.”

He also said the lawyers have asked
him to say that the survivors and relatives
of the deceased participated in those
meetings freely and voluntarily.

They were also informed that they
would have to sign an agreement should
there be any payment.

“The persons, who have met with
the lawyers, have been informed in writ-
ing so each have (sic) a letter that their
participation is voluntary, that they re-
main free to obtain independent legal ad-
vice, that they have also been advised
that the terms and conditions applicable
to any eventual payment will be set out
in an agreement should that arise,” Mr
Nandlall said.

The Attorney General did not say
what could be some of the key provisions
of such an agreement and whether it
would mean that recipients would release
the government from any additional
claims, liabilities or legal action.

Concerns have been raised by the
opposition parties A Partnership for Na-
tional Unity, We Invest in Nationhood
and the Alliance For Change that there
could be a repeat of agreements inked
with surviving family members of the 20
children who died in the Mahdia Second-
ary School’s girls’ dormitory fire in May,
2023.

Describing the claim by, among oth-
ers, Opposition Leader Azruddin Mo-
hamed as “inaccurate and malicious”, Mr
Nandlall explained that President Irfaan
Ali decided that the government avoid al-
legations of undue influence.

Scott Funeral Home -
West Toronto Chapel:
Compassionate and professional

We know how difficult funeral planning
can be onafamily. Let us take care of
the details, so you can beautifully honour

a cherished life with a deeper sense of
comfort and connection.

We're here to help.
Call for information:
416-243-0202

Scott Funeral Home

West Toronto Chapel
by Arbor Memorial

1273 Weston Road, Toronto, ON
scottwestonfh.ca

Arbor Memorial Inc.
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Hello Neighbours,

I'm Maria Voutsinas, and I'm running to be your City Councillor
here in Ward 14, Toronto—Danforth. | raised my family here, and |
love the diversity, cultures and small businesses that make our
community feel like home. Like you, | have watched our city change.
The cost of living keeps rising. Road congestion. Concerns about
safety. | want to help find solutions we can all live with.

For over 20 years, | have served as Executive Director of the
National Ethnic Press and Media Council of Canada. From my office
at City Hall, | have worked with all levels of government to ensure
voices in diverse communities are heard. | know how the system
works and how to turn advocacy into action.

| will be knocking on doors across Toronto—Danforth, listening
to what matters to you and working to earn your support.

Let's build a safer, more affordable and more liveable
community together.

Wi Vohinas

VOTEMARIA.CA

Authorized by the official agent for Maria Voutsinas
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Guyana on alert for bird flu, amid out-
break in Suriname

Guyana is on high alert for bird flu
(H5NI avian influenza), following an
outbreak in neighbouring Suriname
where at least 5,000 chickens on a farm
were killed by the virus and a remain-
ing 1,000 culled, Minister of Agricul-
ture Zulfikar Mustapha said
Wednesday.

“We have a strong mechanism in
place, a strong surveillance system. We
have checks at various farms so we are
working,” he said.

Reportwers were reliably in-
formed that the best method of control-
ling the virus is to cull and bury the
infected birds under tightly controlled
conditions.

Though word of the virus emerged
two weeks ago in Suriname, Mr
Mustapha said he on Wednesday
learned officially of the presence of the

o -
£d

disease from the World Organisation 5,000 chickens on a farm in Suriname were killed by the bird flu virus

for Animal Health (WOAH) after Suri-

name informed that France-headquar- ducted by the 20 extension officers with results expected within weeks. volved.

tered organisation. who were interviewing poultry farmers The full subtype has not yet been The Suriname Herald reported that
The agriculture minister said the and assessing farms. specified. Ms Karg said a low-pathogenic variant

quarantine border controls were also The Times of Suriname reported The deputy director of Suriname’s  can be closely monitored, whereas a

conducting checks and a committee that samples have been sent to a for- veterinary service, Gianna Karg, said it  high pathogenic variant can lead to

was also conducting regular checks. eign laboratory through the Pan Ameri-  was important to determine whether a high mortality among poultry and
Suriname’s ministry of agriculture  can Health Organization (PAHO) to low-pathogenic or highly pathogenic greater consequences for the food sup-

said daily inspections were being con-  determine the virus’s genetic origin, variant of the avian influenza is in- ply.

Elect NormanMacLeod as your
Councilor in Ward 13

Norman MacLeod is your only choice of Councilor in
Ward 13. In order that youth in Toronto be given a choice
over gang activities, our Federal Government wants to
pour money into Toronto, and Toronto Media Culture.

| was made aware as per representative Patrick Pereira,
staffer, Justin Trudeau's Liberal Government, Ministry of
Culture.

Liberal Government of Canada, is where Frank McKenna
and Justin Trudeau still have a presence. :
Frank McKenna, one of our last Finance Ministers and a
MacLeod family friend, trusts me, Norman MacLeod.
Justin Trudeau former PMO, had his cottage across the
North Miramichi from the Willy Irving, MacLeod camp.
Justin trusts me.

| am still the only man in Toronto Municipal Politics trusted federally and wanted in Toronto council, as insur-
ance against spending Our People's money.

| am trusted, because The Right Hournable Frank McKenna, Pierre Elliot and Justin Trudeau.

Our youth having a choice and way out of gang activities, is my major concern in Toronto. This trust will
allow money to flow and smooth out the frictions of an angry youth, and generate more money to Toronto.
Well planned public washroom facilities are required, and will have a public talk back booth feature. This will
also promote entertainment lifestyle, while affording opportunity to hold council accountable.

Victory for People
Elect Norman MacLeod Councilor Ward13
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Grenadians go to the p

Grenada’s Prime Minister Dickon
Mitchell formally announced that resi-
dents would go to the polls on Novem-
ber 5.

Accompanied by the symbolic
blowing of conch shells, he told thou-
sands of supporters of his ruling Na-
tional Democratic Congress (NDC) that
they would have an opportunity to re-
elect him and his party with a wider ma-
jority in the House.

“I have a feeling that my friends
want a zero (percent) this time around.
They want a fifteen-zero (of elected
seats in the House) this time round, or
they want minus zero as the people
would say,” the Prime Minister said
while boasting about efforts his admin-
istration had made to ease the cost of
consumer items and lower electricity
tariffs by providing a subsidy until the
end of 2026.

At stake for the estimated 70,000
eligible voters are 15 elected seats, with
the main rival being the New National
Party (NNP) led by Emmalin Pierre, a
teacher by profession, who took over the
reins from veteran Grenadian politician
and former prime minister Dr Keith
Mitchell.

Dr Mitchell, a mathematician, told
the final sitting of the House last week
that he would most likely be bowing out
of active politics after 43 years during
which time he presided over improved
electricity, water, telecommunications,
and sport projects.

For this year’s elections, major is-
sues for the southern Caribbean ‘Spice
Isle’ nation, which includes the sister is-
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November 5

lands of Carriacou and Petite Mar-
tinique, are rising cost of living and al-
by the NNP of
mismanagement and squandermania.

legations

The elections come at a time when
a team of government-appointed local
and foreign experts has been assessing
seismic and other data with the hope of
inviting major international companies
for oil and

to  explore gas

offshore.Grenada’s Prime Minister
Dickon Mitchell formally announced
that residents would go to the polls on
November 5.

Accompanied by the symbolic
blowing of conch shells, he told thou-
sands of supporters of his ruling Na-
tional Democratic Congress (NDC) that
they would have an opportunity to re-
elect him and his party with a wider ma-
jority in the House.

“I have a feeling that my friends
want a zero (percent) this time around.
They want a fifteen-zero (of elected
seats in the House) this time round, or
they want minus zero as the people
would say,” the Prime Minister said
while boasting about efforts his admin-
istration had made to ease the cost of
consumer items and lower electricity
tariffs by providing a subsidy until the
end of 2026.

At stake for the estimated 70,000
eligible voters are 15 elected seats, with
the main rival being the New National
Party (NNP) led by Emmalin Pierre, a
teacher by profession, who took over the
reins from veteran Grenadian politician
and former prime minister Dr Keith
Mitchell.

[ s
olls on

Grenada Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell at a rally

Dr Mitchell, a mathematician, told
the final sitting of the House last week
that he would most likely be bowing out
of active politics after 43 years during
which time he presided over improved
electricity, water, telecommunications,
and sport projects.

For this year’s elections, major is-
sues for the southern Caribbean ‘Spice

Isle’ nation, which includes the sister is-

lands of Carriacou and Petite Mar-
tinique, are rising cost of living and al-
by the NNP  of

mismanagement and squandermania.

legations

The elections come at a time when
a team of government-appointed local
and foreign experts has been assessing
seismic and other data with the hope of
inviting major international companies

to explore for oil and gas offshore.

Brazil election goes to run-off as Bolsonaro wins first round

The right-wing Flavio Bolsonaro
has won the first round of Brazil’s pres-
idential election, beating the incumbent
left-wing President Lula da Silva. But
he did not obtain more than 50% of the
votes required to win outright.

There will be a run-off vote be-
tween these two candidates on 25 Octo-
ber.

Flavio Bolsonaro is the son of the
former right-wing president Jair Bol-
sonaro, who is serving a 27-year prison
sentence for masterminding a failed
coup attempt after losing the last elec-
tion.

The election was close, with Presi-
dent Lula polling slightly ahead during
the campaign. With 98.81% of the votes

HB
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counted, Bolsonaro had 47.24% to
Lula’s 44.91% of the vote.

Bolsonaro’s result exceeded expec-
tations, meaning the second round now
looks like his to lose, not least because
some of the other presidential candi-
dates who were knocked out in the first
round were right-wing alternatives.

The majority of Latin America has
now elected right-wing presidents,

aligned to the Trump administration,
and the run-off will determine whether
Brazil — Latin America’s largest country
and economy — will follow suit or not.

After casting his ballot, Lula, 80,
warned that the choice was between
democracy and “barbarism”.

Bolsonaro, 45, said he wanted to
“free the Brazilian people”.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Guyana Development Bank Operationalised

Editorial from the Guyana Chronicle, October 6
2026

The opening of the Guyana Development Bank
is more than the launch of another lending institution.
It is a statement of confidence in ordinary Guyanese:
the young woman with a catering idea, the farmer
ready to expand, the school leaver with a plan for a
small repair shop.

For too long, these dreamers have been told,
sometimes politely and sometimes not, that their
ideas were too small, too risky or too unproven for
the formal financial system. This bank says other-
wise.

The centerpiece is refreshingly practical: collat-
eral-free and interest-free loans of up to $3,000,000,
with an application process simplified so that paper-
work does not become a wall between a good idea
and the capital needed to carry it out.

Approved loans go straight into the borrower’s
bank account, and repayments flow through the bank-
ing system. That is a sensible design. It builds habits,
creates records and draws more Guyanese into the
formal economy, where opportunity compounds.

What deserves the most applause, however, is

the bank’s honesty. President Irfaan Ali was plain that
this money is offered as loans, not grants.

Some may quietly wish for a handout, but the
President’s framing is the more respectful one. A
grant treats a person as a recipient; a loan treats them
as a partner with obligations and capability.

Asking borrowers to work with discipline, man-
age their finances and take the responsibility seri-
ously is not a burden. It is a form of dignity. It also
protects the very institution that others will depend on
tomorrow.

Just as important is what surrounds the lending.
Mentorship, financial stewardship training, entrepre-
neur skills development and extension services are
not decorative extras.

Every seasoned business owner knows that capi-
tal without knowledge is fragile, and that many prom-
ising ventures fail not for lack of talent but for lack of
guidance on pricing, record keeping or cash flow. By
pairing money with mentors and training, the bank is
trying to raise the odds of success, and that is exactly
what a development bank should do.

The deliberate focus on women, young people,
farmers and persons with disabilities also merits
praise. These are the groups most likely to be over-

looked by conventional lenders, and often the ones
with the most determination to prove doubters wrong.

Reaching them widens the circle of prosperity
and strengthens communities from the coast to the
hinterland.

There is also a quieter benefit: credit history. As
the President noted, a strong repayment record can
open further doors. A small loan repaid on time be-
comes a reputation, and a reputation becomes access
to larger opportunities. In that sense, the loan is a
starting point, not a ceiling.

Of course, the real test lies ahead. The bank must
process applications efficiently, keep its promises on
mentorship and support, and remain free of
favouritism. Guyanese should expect nothing less,
and hold it accountable accordingly. But the founda-
tion is sound.

To those who have been waiting for a chance,
the President’s message is the right one: prepare your
plan, be ready, fill the forms, find a mentor, and make
the investment worth it.

The Guyana Development Bank has opened its
doors. What happens next depends on the courage
and discipline of those who walk through them.

Let us all be profitable

Dear Editor,

As we launch our important Guyana Develop-
ment Bank, aiming to make every one of us
Guyanese, entrepreneurs in spirit in practice, in
awareness and in truth.

Our LEAP programme in Linden made some
headway in its intended purpose, to convert our fel-
low citizens in Linden from the old-time company-
town mindset to a new entrepreneurial,
self-responsible, paying-your-way, profitable mind-
set.

I wish that we had been more successful, even
as [ recognise that culture is difficult to change. We
are not aware that in the existing culture there are a
thousand questions for which we know the answers.
In our transition to a new culture, we must believe
that we will arrive at new answers that are accept-
able and better, to those same thousand questions.

As we set out on this key venture of a national
development bank, aware of our history in such ven-
tures, we must avoid thinking of it and approaching
it as a government hand-out in another form. It
would be good for us to have wide and deep discus-
sions about profits and losses, subsidies and sup-
port/investment for the medium to long term, how
wealth is created, and so on.

Profitability and profits are essential but our
history and religions have disposed most of us to be
cautious if not outrightly suspicious of and denounc-
ing profits. But we need perhaps two thirds of all our
activities to be highly profitable beyond paying their
way, so that there is money to be invested in projects

that will provide an improved setting for continued
and greater profits in the medium and long term.

Losses offset by subsidies and support could
only be temporary, to get through troughs or to tran-
sition out of goods and services that we could no
longer offer competitively, or where we could not
offer them competitively and profitably, soon.

We rightly honour our Cheddi for being a great
fighter for workers and the downtrodden against
mighty capitalists. [ dare say that he was at the same
time a fighter for profitable enterprises that were fair
and just, for sustaining the enterprises in which our
people worked, and having profits and savings to in-
vest and thus improve productivity and incomes.

To many it might seem that [ am rewriting
Cheddi, but I point to his characteristic path towards
ending a strike: calling for a going to the books, pro-
posing deferral of or reduction of debt repayments
and/or less pay to the top (including reduced profit
take) so that workers at the bottom could get some-
thing that was more just without collapsing the enter-
prise. Cheddi was aware of and acted out his
awareness that a collapsed enterprise would be bad
for workers.

Cheddi looked to bringing better rewards for
workers in the not-too-distant future by deferring
some present consumptions and investing the sav-
ings in society wide developments.

Let me admit that as one who was an 18yr old
youth at the time, I was attracted to Cheddi’s 1962
development budget, regretting the view with which
so many of our people were excited to riot, that

Cheddi wanted us to do without, to save and invest
in projects which our children and grandchildren
should do!

May we have greater success as we launch on
this perhaps fourth attempt in my knowledge, to kin-
dle the entrepreneurial spirit in every one of us
Guyanese, to profitably provide lawful and morally
acceptable goods and services to our fellow
Guyanese (and in time to our world) in a form that at
the current time they are able and willing to pay for.

Our new Guyana Development Bank is for
earnest, serious business, not another vehicle for
handouts but a vehicle for many of us to create
wealth in our country.

Let all of us be entrepreneurs or entrepreneurial
in whatever work we do in ways that earn profits and
at the same time make “profits” a good word. Make
profits that are fair and just in the prevailing circum-
stances, so as to enable us to do good things and ex-
tend subsidies and support losses in others enduring
hard times and times of transition and transforma-
tion. Only fair and just profits can do good — losses
cannot.

Let all of us be entrepreneurial. Let us all be
profitable. Let there be profits all around. Let us
make “profits” a good word, for profits are essential.
Let us make our new Guyana Development Bank the
enabler for many of us.

Yours truly,

Samuel A A Hinds

Former Prime Minister and President.
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Federal government moves ahead with
Bill C40 to strengthen defence

By Milan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

The federal government is moving
forward with legislation that will in-
crease the autonomy of Canada's De-
fence Investment Agency as part of
efforts to accelerate defence procure-
ment and boost the domestic defence
industry of the country.

Bill C-40, the Strengthening
Canada’s Defence Sector Act, was
tabled on Oct. 6 and would establish
the Defence Investment Agency (DIA)
as a Crown corporation. According to
the government, the move would
streamline administration, allow for
greater flexibility during negotiations
and guarantee that more defence-re-
lated investments benefit the Canadian
business sector and workforce.

The DIA was created in October
2025 as a special operating agency
under Public Services and Procurement
Canada. The newly proposed legisla-
tion would convert it into the Canadian
Corporation for Defence Investment
while retaining the current name for
public use.

As a Crown corporation, the new
agency would have its own board of di-
rectors as well as increased power to
negotiate and administer contracts. At
the same time, the agency would en-
gage in defence production, procure-
ment and investment activities
according to priorities determined by
the Department of National Defence
and the Canadian Armed Forces.

According to the government, the
aim of this change will be to decrease
the handovers between different de-
partments and combine procurement
and commercial responsibilities into
one organization. The Canadian Na-
tional Defence and the Canadian
Armed Forces will define capabilities
and operational needs whereas the DIA
will provide these.

Moreover, the government plans
to appoint an Associate Minister of Na-
tional Defence for Procurement. This
person will be responsible to the Parlia-
ment for the DIA in order to increase
accountability and bring procurement
responsibilities under National Defence
Portfolio.

Defense Procurement Secretary
Stephen Fuhr believes that the new
proposal will allow the DIA to make
strategic investments and at the same
time promote the Canadian industry
and job creation. The government
claims that the DIA reforms are con
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Bill C40 will accelerate defence procurement

nected with their Defence Indus-
trial Strategy.

Canada's Defence Industrial Strat-
egy sets out an ambitious goal for the
next ten years that the country should
increase the amount of defence acquisi-
tions awarded to Canadian companies
by 70%. It also envisages an increased
defense-related research and develop-
ment expenditures, Canadian defense
exports growth and creation of 125,000
jobs.

It also states that achieving these
objectives could result in investments
of up to $180 billion in direct defence
procurement, $290 billion in defence
infrastructure investments, and an addi-
tional $125 billion in economic impact
by 2035. These numbers represent gov-
ernment estimates, not guaranteed in-
vestments.

The government is also stressing
its “Build-Partner-Buy” approach. In
this model, Canada will seek to build
the capability at home whenever possi-
ble, partner with its allies where build-
ing at home is unfeasible, and buy from
other countries when nothing else
works. Any buying from outside of
Canada, the government insists, will
still help Canadian industry and keep
strategic capability under Canadian
control.

The new legislation does not take
the government’s supervision away
from defence procurement. The future
Crown corporation will continue to re-
port to the government through the re-
sponsible minister and will be subject
to various oversight requirements.

These shifts come at a time when
Canada is stepping up its military
spending and trying to build more of its
own industrial capability. The Cana-
dian government has announced $81.8
billion in new defence spending and

Advertising

That

Works!

designated the defence sector as
an area of national security as well as
economic development. In the current
state of affairs, Canada has a defence
sector made up of close to 600 compa-
nies, according to the Canadian gov-
ernment strategy.

Should Bill C-40 become law, it
will be another step forward by the
government in its bid to transform the
process by which Canada acquires and
spends on defence capabilities.
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Fresh produce draws shoppers to farmers’ market

BOTH shoppers and vendors alike
have welcomed the government’s
newly launched farmers’ market in
Sophia, citing lower prices, locally pro-
duced goods and new opportunities for
small businesses to reach a larger cus-
tomer base.

The weekly market, which began
on Wednesday as part of Agriculture
Month activities, has attracted shoppers
looking for alternatives to the prices of-
fered at regular markets and supermar-
kets, while vendors say the initiative is
giving them an opportunity to showcase
their products and build their busi-
nesses.

Being hosted by the Ministry of
Agriculture, the weekly farmers’ mar-
ket at the Sophia Market is part of a
wider initiative which will see other
monthly farmers’ markets held in vari-
ous regions. Speaking to members of
the media on her experience at Wednes-
day’s Farmers’ Market, first-time visitor
Tanaeisha Allen said she was impressed
with what she saw and was already
looking forward to returning.

As she shared, “I came today and

I did not know what to expect because
this is my first farmers’ market, but
from what [ am seeing, | am really
looking forward to being here next
week. I have just visited the fish booth
and the prices was [sic] good and I can
compare with the prices that [ pay, you
know, on a regular basis.”

Another shopper, Olivia Ward,
said the market was timely amid the
current cost of food and welcomed the
range of products available.

“The prices in the market are very
hot right now, so it is good that you are
getting it at a lesser price. That is why |
saw it on Facebook and I decided to
come and see what it is like.”

Ward also cited the range of local
products available at the market,
adding, “This is my first time at some-
thing like this and it is pretty nice. It is
good to see that you have a lot of local
stuff, not only vegetables but a lot of
other teas and drinks.”

For vendors, the market is also
being viewed as more than a place to
sell products, with some seeing it as an
opportunity to introduce their busi-

Vendors showcase their goods at the Farmers’ Market in Sophia

nesses to a wider group of consumers.
Karen Nelson said the initiative
gives businesses an avenue to showcase
what they offer, while creating an op-
portunity for persons to shop at lower
prices. “I would say it is very important.
You get to showcase my business and
then what you find with this market
here too, that a lot of things normally

sell cheap [sic], so a lot of persons
would get an opportunity[sic] to come
out and shop, and I find that it is a very
good initiative as well.”

The initiative is also a step amid
broader efforts to strengthen agricul-
ture, expand market opportunities for
producers and improve access to locally
produced food.
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UMAMI’s first commercial shipment of
agri products to Qatar sets sail

IN a proud milestone for Guyanese
manufacturing and agro-processing,
UMAMI Incorporated’s first container
shipment to LuLu Hypermarket in Qatar
has officially sailed from Guyana, coin-
ciding with the commencement of Agri-
culture Month 2026.

According to a press release, the
shipment follows UMAMI’s official
market launch in Doha in September and
marks the transition from introduction to
sustained commercial trade.

More significantly, it represents a
Guyanese brand, manufactured in
Guyana by Guyanese workers, carrying
the country’s name and productive capa-
bility into an important international
market.

For UMAMLI, the shipment reflects
a broader national opportunity: to trans-
form Guyana’s agricultural resources
into higher-value manufactured prod-
ucts, build internationally recognised
brands and create new markets for
Guyanese enterprise.

President Irfaan Ali, in welcoming
the development, noted that this ship-
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President Ali shares the celebration of their first shipment with UMAMI’s officials

ment is significant because it represents
the conversion of opportunity into trade.

He said: “We have worked deliber-
ately to build the bridges between
Guyana, Qatar and the wider Gulf re-

gion; the task before our private sector
now is to increase the traffic across those
bridges. UMAMI’s first commercial
shipment demonstrates what is possible
when Guyanese manufacturers invest in
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quality, standards, capacity and ambi-
tion, and when strong international part-
ners such as LuLu provide a platform for
our products to reach new consumers.

“Every container that leaves our
shores carrying value-added products
strengthens Brand Guyana, creates op-
portunities for our farmers and workers,
and advances our country’s transition
from a producer of primary commodities
to a competitive manufacturing and ex-
port economy.”

UMAMI expressed its sincere ap-
preciation to LuLu Group for the confi-
dence it has placed in a Guyanese
manufacturer and for providing the com-
pany with a platform to reach consumers
in Qatar.

The company views the relation-
ship as the beginning of a long-term part-
nership and believes the opportunity
demonstrates what can be achieved
when international retailers, govern-
ment, diplomacy and private enterprise
work together to create new markets.

Dr Mohamed Althaf, Global Direc-
tor of the LuLu Group, said: “It is an ho-
nour for LuLu Group to partner with
UMAMI and support the introduction of
this pioneering product from Guyana to
the Qatar market. We are truly impressed
by the world-class quality of UMAMI’s
products and the dedication behind the
brand. This first commercial shipment
represents more than a trade milestone;
it reflects the growing opportunities for
collaboration between Guyana and the
Gulf region.

“We are proud to provide a plat-
form for outstanding products such as
UMAMI to reach consumers in Qatar,
and we look forward to building a strong
and enduring partnership that supports
the continued growth of Guyanese ex-
ports.”
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Flashback: Former People’s National Congress Reform (PNCR) leader and Opposition Leader Robert Herman Orlando Corbin and Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, who
was Guyana’s President at the time (

Tributes pour in for former PNCR leader,
Opposition Leader, Robert Corbin

TRIBUTES are pouring in for for-
mer People’s National Congress Reform
(PNCR) leader and Opposition Leader
Robert Herman Orlando Corbin, fol-
lowing news of his death on Sunday,
October 4.

President, Dr Irfaan Ali, Vice-pres-
ident Dr Bharrat Jagdeo and Attorney
General and Minister of Legal Affairs
Anil Nandlall were among those who
expressed condolences to Corbin’s fam-
ily, friends and political colleagues.

Corbin, who was 78, was a long-
standing member of parliament who
served as a minister of government and
deputy prime minister before becoming
leader of the PNCR and leader of the
opposition.

Ali
Corbin’s significant place in Guyana’s

President acknowledged
public life, extending condolences to his
family and loved ones, as well as the
leadership, membership and supporters
of the PNCR in Guyana and the dias-
pora.

“May his family, colleagues and
supporters find strength and comfort in
the memories of his life and service, and
may his soul rest in eternal peace,” Pres-
ident Ali wrote.

Dr Jagdeo also reflected on
Corbin’s lengthy political career and his
contributions to the PNCR and to na-
tional life. He noted that despite their
political differences, the two maintained
a cordial and respectful relationship and
engaged on matters of national impor-
tance during Jagdeo’s presidency.

“Mr Corbin devoted much of his
life to public service and to the PNCR.
He served Guyana in Parliament for
many years, held ministerial office,
served as deputy prime minister and
later as leader of the opposition. He also
pursued a career in law,” the vice presi-
dent said adding:

“During my presidency, on numer-
ous occasions, Mr Corbin and I engaged
on matters of national importance.
Though we represented opposing polit-
ical parties, our relationship was cordial
and respectful. Even through difficult
and turbulent periods in our country’s
life, we maintained the ability to speak
with one another, a respect that contin-
ued beyond our time in office.”

Attorney General and Minister of
Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall, described
Corbin as one of the longest-serving
members of the National Assembly and

recalled his reputation as an able parlia-
mentarian who commanded the atten-
tion of both sides of the House.

Corbin also pursued a career in
law, becoming an attorney-at-law while
remaining active in politics.

Nandlall noted that his daughter,
Justice Fidela Corbin, studied law
alongside him for several years, while
Corbin himself entered the Hugh Wood-
ing Law School during the period Nand-
lall was completing his final year.

The attorney general extended con-
dolences to Corbin’s wife, Carol, his
daughter Justice Fidela Corbin, her sib-
lings, relatives, friends and supporters.

The PNCR and A Partnership for
National Unity (APNU) are also mourn-
ing Corbin, describing his death as an
irreplaceable loss to the party.

“Although we were from opposing
political sides, we shared a healthy and
respectful relationship and had many
common friends and clients. He was a
most able speaker in the National As-
sembly who commanded the attention
of both sides of the House whenever he
took the floor. Many years of his life
were dedicated to serving the people of
Guyana, his party and its supporters,”

the attorney general said.

Corbin served the PNCR in several
senior positions, including National
Chairman of the Young Socialist Move-
ment, general secretary and leader. He
was also credited by the party with pro-
moting coalition politics, which eventu-
ally contributed to the formation of the
APNU-+AFC coalition and its victory at
the 2015 General and Regional Elec-
tions. He remained involved with the
party even during his illness and contin-
ued to provide advice to its leadership.

Corbin’s political career spanned
several decades and included service as
parliamentary secretary, minister and
deputy prime minister, as well as leader
of the opposition. His death has
prompted tributes from across the polit-
ical divide, with his contemporaries
highlighting his contributions to public
service and Guyana’s political life.
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Guyana Development Bank comes into
operation as of October 5

THE Government of Guyana has
announced the launch of the Guyana
Development Bank (GDB) today, Oc-
tober 5, 2026, in keeping with earlier
announcements made by President of
the Co-operative Republic of Guyana,
Dr Irfaan Ali.

According to a press release from
the Ministry of Finance, “the coming
into operation of the GDB represents
the delivery of a major commitment
made by the PPP/C Government in our
Manifesto 2025, and will see the provi-
sion of loans of up to $3 million to
small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) in all ten Regions of Guyana,
with no requirement for collateral and
no interest to be charged.”

This, the ministry said, will dra-
matically improve the access to, and af-
fordability of, financing for SMEs, and
will unlock boundless possibilities for
businesses with credible and viable
plans to be established and/or expand
with the support of the financing pro-
vided through the GDB.

It is anticipated that the GDB will
therefore facilitate significant opportu-
nities for growth and expansion in the
SME sector across the entire produc-
tive spectrum.

“In keeping with our govern-
ment’s emphasis on digitisation, the
GDB may be accessed through an on-
line digital platform established at
https://gdb.gov.gy/ which provides a
simple process to apply for loans and
submit relevant supportive information.

“The same platform will be used
by borrowers to manage their loans
through its entire lifecycle including
during the repayment period,” the Min-

¢ gdb
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An advertisement for the new Guyana Development Bank

istry of Finance said.

The platform provides for two
types of loans — quick loans which are
loans below $300,000 for which a sim-
plified process and reduced documenta-
tion are required; relative to SME loans
which are between $300,000 and $3
million and for which slightly more
documentation would be needed, but
ensuring that the system remains sim-
ple and easy to use.

Once approved, the loan is dis-
bursed directly into the borrower’s
bank account, and repayment is also
done through the banking and financial
system.

Alternatively, the platform also
provides for an option to request an ap-
pointment to meet an officer of the
bank for face-to face assistance,
thereby ensuring that the GDB remains
accessible to all.

“By these means, the GDB is ex-
pected to promote not only greater ac-
cess to financing for SMEs but also
financial inclusion and financial liter-
acy, as well as digital inclusion and
digital literacy, all of which are impor-
tant objectives that the government is
pursuing for the people of Guyana,” the
Ministry of Finance said.

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
supported by an Advisory Council and various
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6

O ()= (0] Q) ) 6\ s
RSy 'i o > - 44 \ 5v J \ g
Niane® QY S N2V N Wl W=

and regional chapters:

worldwide.

Key priorities of the WGC include:

#  Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

& Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.

www.wgc-org.com

get in touch:

If you have any questions feel free to

Email: mail@wgc-org.com

To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit

Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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Housing Ministry advances recreational facilities
In housing schemes nationwide

THE Ministry of Housing is ad-
vancing the development of recreational
facilities in housing schemes across the
country as part of its broader effort to
create wholesome and sustainable com-
munities.

Minister of Housing, Collin Croal,
provided an update on the initiative on
Friday, October 2, during a visit to the
recreational facility under development
at Le Reconnaissance on the East Coast
of Demerara.

The community, where 175 low-in-
come houses are currently under con-
struction, is among several housing
developments benefitting from invest-
ments aimed at providing residents with
safe and accessible spaces for recreation,
exercise and family activities.

Minister Croal disclosed that the Le
Reconnaissance facility is one of 12
recreational grounds currently being de-
veloped in Region Four and among 27
being advanced across several regions.

He noted that the Government’s
housing programme extends beyond the
allocation of house lots and construction
of homes, with increased attention being

Minister of Housing, Collin Croal and team during a visit to the recreational facility at Le Reconnaissance

placed on improving the overall quality
of life within communities.
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“We are enhancing the communi-
ties in which persons live. Recreational
facilities provide an avenue for persons
to exercise and a space for families to
bring their children for leisure,” Minister
Croal said.

At Le Reconnaissance, the first
phase of works includes construction of
the perimeter fence, concrete drainage
around the ground and land levelling.
The second phase will see further en-
hancement of the facility, including the
construction of a walkway for exercise
and the
amenities, including slides for children.

installation of recreational

Minister Croal said similar invest-
ments are being undertaken in other

communities where the Ministry has on-
going housing programmes.

The
gramme complements wider Govern-

recreational facility pro-
ment efforts, including initiatives being
undertaken through the Ministries of
Local Government and Regional Devel-
opment and Public Works, to improve
community infrastructure and create
safer, more functional spaces for resi-
dents.

The Ministry of Housing remains
committed to ensuring that the expan-
sion of the national housing programme
is accompanied by the infrastructure and
amenities necessary to foster vibrant,

family-friendly communities.
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Gas Energy Chamber backs Develop-
ment Bank for local suppliers

FOR entrepreneurs who have long
viewed access to capital as one of the
biggest barriers to turning a viable idea
into a sustainable business, the launch
of the Guyana Development Bank
marks the opening of a new financing
avenue, according to the Guyana Oil
and Gas Energy Chamber (GOGEC).

In a statement issued on Monday,
when the bank officially began opera-
tions, GOGEC welcomed the initiative
and said the institution could help re-
move the longstanding financial barri-
ers facing local entrepreneurs,
particularly youth, women, and emerg-
ing enterprises.

Praising the development, the
chamber said the bank’s initial US$100
million capitalisation represents a sig-
nificant development in Guyana’s fi-
nancial landscape and commended
President Dr Irfaan Ali and the Govern-
ment for establishing what it described
as an inclusive mechanism for expand-
ing access to financing.

The Guyana Development Bank is

intended to provide eligible small and

medium-sized enterprises with loans of

up to G$3 million without collateral and
interest, while also providing business
development support. The bank is being
positioned as more than a source of fi-
nancing, with technical assistance,
mentorship, financial literacy, and busi-
ness planning forming part of its sup-
port structure.

GOGEC said this combination of

financing and business support could be
particularly important for companies
seeking to establish themselves in
Guyana’s expanding energy economy.
“As Guyana’s energy sector continues
its rapid expansion, meeting stringent
local content targets requires robust
capitalisation and capacity-building,”
the chamber said, adding, “The Guyana
Development Bank serves as a power-
ful catalyst for GOGEC members; par-
ticularly emerging subcontractors,
fabrication shops, logistics providers,
and professional service suppliers.”
The bank’s launch follows months
of preparation after Government an-
nounced the initiative in the 2026 Na-
tional Budget, with US$100 million
earmarked as its initial capital injection.
The Development Bank Bill was passed
by the National Assembly in July and
President Ali subsequently assented to
the Guyana Development Bank Act
2026. The bank’s creation has seen con-

siderable interest and strong support

among entrepreneurs and members of

Guyana’s business community, with
many citing how a lack of access of col-
lateral and the cost of commercial bor-
rowing has traditionally made it
difficult to start or expand businesses.
Government has also emphasised
that the institution is intended to pro-
vide support beyond the initial loan.
The bank is expected to use regional
credit officers, facilitators and mentors
to work directly with applicants, help
develop business plans, provide finan-
cial literacy, and monitor projects. As
enterprises grow, sector specialists and
technical officers are expected to assist
with expansion and help businesses

eventually transition into the commer-
cial banking system. That field-driven
approach is also intended to extend ac-
cess beyond Georgetown and the tradi-
tional banking centres. Government has
been developing a mobile application to
allow entrepreneurs in hinterland and
riverain communities to access the
bank’s services, while regional officers
and facilitators are expected to provide
on-the-ground assistance.

For GOGEC, the bank’s opening
marks a historic step in strengthening
the participation of Guyanese-owned
businesses in the energy sector. The
chamber said it stands ready to work

with the Government and the bank to
ensure local energy companies and
small suppliers can make use of the new
financial tools.

“This will foster shared prosperity
and drive sustainable Guyanese partic-
ipation in the national transformation,”
GOGEC said. The bank began opera-
tions on Monday with a seven-member
board headed by Chairman Abu Zaman
and Deputy Chairperson Kathy Smith.
The board brings experience in areas in-
cluding retail and SME banking, pri-
vate-sector ~ advocacy,  financial
regulation, legal affairs, and institu-

tional governance.
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Digital platform makes develop-
ment bank easy to access and use

ENTREPRENEURS will be able
to apply for finance, track their appli-
cations and manage their loans online
through Guyana Development Bank’s
digital platform, Senior Minister in the
Office of the President with Responsi-
bility Finance Minister Dr. Ashni
Singh has said.

During an interview, Dr. Singh
said applicants would be able to sub-
mit details of their business ideas, and,
depending on the size of the loan
sought, upload basic supporting infor-
mation.

“We deployed the national cash
grant initiative, using a digital solu-
tion, and implemented it and executed
it with remarkable success.

“Hundreds-of-thousands of per-
sons signed up online without leaving
their home, put in their bank account
information, and got their cash grants
straight into their bank account, which,
in some sense, demonstrated that this
is very eminently doable. And so, the
Guyana Development Bank uses the
same digital technology; easy to ac-
cess, easy to use,” he said.

The online service is intended to
guide customers through the loan
process, and let them monitor their ap-

plications and repayment obligations.

Applicants who prefer to speak to
staff in person will also be able to re-
quest appointments at offices planned
across all 10 administrative regions,
although Dr. Singh said the govern-
ment’s preference was for people to
apply online.

The bank’s purpose is to help
small businesses that have struggled to
obtain finance through traditional
lenders, including entrepreneurs with-
out collateral or a banking track
record. Dr. Singh said the loans would
carry no interest and require no collat-
eral.

More than G$20 billion has been
budgeted for disbursement to small
businesses in 2026.

The bank plans to offer support
beyond lending, including mentorship,
training, coaching, and capacity-build-
ing for its clients. Dr. Singh said its
goal was to help entrepreneurs develop
sustainable businesses, while empha-
sising that success would also depend
on owners managing their businesses
responsibly.

Offering some advice, the finance
minister said: “Come up with an inter-
esting idea that you know you’re good

Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh

at; that you know you’re going to be
able to convert into a commercially vi-
able enterprise. Put up a good pro-
posal, access your financing, and then
manage your business well. Manage
your business well. There’s no short-
cut to success.”

He stressed: “No matter what the

government does, no matter whether
we provide financing, no matter what,
no matter whether we provide coach-
ing and mentorship. There’s no short-
cut to success if the business owner
and the entrepreneur themselves, if
they are not committed to managing
their business well.”

Guyana highlights push for greater
women’s empowerment

GUYANA’S progress on gender
equality must continue to translate into
practical opportunities for women in
their everyday lives, Minister of Human
Services and Social Security, Dr Vind-
hya Persaud, told women parliamentar-
ians from around the world on Monday.

She used the opportunity to high-
light measures being advanced in
Guyana to strengthen women’s eco-
nomic security, safety, and participation
in decision-making.

She was at the time representing
Guyana at the 56th Session of the Bu-
reau of Women Parliamentarians, held
during the 153rd Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) Assembly in Arusha, Tan-
zania, on Monday, where she shared the
country’s experience and the work
being undertaken towards gender equal-
ity. Thanking the Government and peo-
ple of Tanzania for their hospitality and
highlighting the significance of the plat-
form, Minister Persaud said gender
equality must extend beyond formal
discussions and be reflected in the
everyday experiences of women.

“[ feel that gender equality must be

felt in a woman’s everyday life, her
safety at work, her ability to earn, own-
ership of homes and her freedom to pur-
sue opportunity,” she said.

Minister Persaud said Guyana’s
progress has been supported by political
will and committed leadership, which
she said have allowed the country to ad-
vance both practical and systemic meas-
ures aimed at expanding equality for
women.

“In Guyana, there is political will.
The strides have been made because
there is that political will and there is
leadership from His Excellency Dr Mo-
hamed Irfaan Ali and all of us who sit
in cabinet. And this leads to us advanc-
ing practical and systemic measures so
that we have these freedoms,” she said.

Among the initiatives highlighted
was the National Equality and Empow-
erment Gender Seal, which the minister
said she launched in 2025 as a transfor-
mative initiative for both the private and
public sectors. According to Minister
Persaud, 20 private-sector companies
have embraced the seal, while the ini-
tiative has recently been extended to the

public sector. She said the programme
incorporates equal opportunity, the pre-
vention of sexual exploitation and ha-
rassment, and the advancement of
equality in workplaces. “It is a very big
step for us. And it is really putting what
we need to happen in the workplaces on
the front burner,” Persaud said.

She also pointed to gender-respon-
sive financing as an important aspect of
the country’s equality efforts, particu-
larly in addressing gender-based vio-
lence and supporting survivors.
Minister Persaud said Government has
established one-stop-shop hubs offering
shelter, counselling, medical and legal
support free of charge, alongside a
round-the-clock toll-free hotline for re-
porting and a free application designed
to assist women affected by gender-
based violence.

“Survivors of gender-based vio-
lence benefit throughout all our pro-
grammes,” she said, adding that the
Government is also working to provide
survivors with free technical and voca-
tional training and financing for start-

ups to support entrepreneurship.

Moreover, women’s economic em-
powerment, Minister Persaud said, re-
mains a major focus of the Ministry of
Human Services and Social Security,
with at least 30,000 women trained in
various technical and vocational skills
leading towards entrepreneurship and
employment. She also highlighted ‘We
Lift,” Guyana’s women-owned business
expo, which she described as the coun-
try’s and one of the Caribbean’s largest
expos of its kind, involving at least 350
women-owned businesses. She said the
initiative has helped connect women
with national and local markets, as well
as export opportunities.

Another area the minister high-
lighted was the National Co-Invest Care
Economy Initiative, which sees Gov-
ernment financing and supporting
women in communities to establish care
centres for community-based child and
elder care. Minister Persaud described
the initiative as “very, very transforma-
tional,” saying it provides safe spaces
for children and elderly persons while
also creating opportunities for entrepre-
neurship and employment.
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UN must deliver ‘peace outcomes’ amid
highest conflicts since WWII—UN Envoy

GUYANA'’S candidate for United
Nations Secretary-General, Ambassa-
dor Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, has
warned that the world is experiencing
its highest number of conflicts since
World War 11, arguing that the organi-
sation must become more effective in
delivering tangible peace outcomes.

Rodrigues-Birkett made the ob-
servation during an interview with The
Exchange as she outlined her vision
for the United Nations and her candi-
dacy to become the organisation’s next
Secretary-General.

Her comments come against the
backdrop of growing criticism of the
UN over its inability to prevent or end
several major conflicts, with the or-
ganisation celebrating its 80th anniver-
sary.

“I would start by saying that we
need a UN that learns from the past,
that is fit for today, and that is ready
for the future,” Rodrigues-Birkett said.

She acknowledged that the UN
has faced significant criticism in re-
cent years, particularly over its per-
formance in addressing armed
conflicts.

She said, “What I’ve seen during
these last years is lots of criticism
being directed to the UN, particularly
because we have not been able to end
and prevent conflicts.”

Rodrigues-Birkett pointed to the
number of conflicts currently taking
place globally, noting that the situation
has reached levels not seen since the
Second World War.

She argued that the UN’s found-
ing mandate makes peace and security
a critical measure of its effectiveness.

Given that the organisation’s
Charter begins with a commitment “to
save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war,” Rodrigues-Birkett
said it was understandable that the
public would judge the UN largely by
its ability to promote peace.

“So, to be effective, we have to
work to have peace outcomes,” she
said.

While acknowledging the diffi-
cult geopolitical environment in which
the UN currently operates, Rodrigues-
Birkett said she believes progress re-
mains possible even during periods of
intense international tension.

She added, “I am well aware of
the geopolitical times in which we
live, but I believe that even in great
distress geopolitically, we can make
movements.”

The ambassador pointed to the
UN’’s survival through the Cold War
and other periods of international ten-
sion as evidence that the organisation
can still achieve meaningful results de-
spite divisions among major powers.

“This organisation has gone
through the Cold War. It has gone
through very difficult times, and even
then, you had successes,” she said.

If appointed Secretary-General,
Rodrigues-Birkett said she would ap-
proach the position with a clear focus
on finding opportunities for peace.

“And as Secretary-General,
should I be appointed, I would use all
the tools at my disposal.”

She said her approach would in-
volve working through different mech-
anisms available to the UN, including
close engagement with the Security
Council.

“I would wake up every day look-
ing to how we could find peace out-
comes through different means, using
the tools, but also the Security Coun-
cil, working very closely with the Se-
curity Council,” she said.

Rodrigues-Birkett also argued
that failures should not necessarily
mean abandoning the organisation’s
mechanisms.

For Rodrigues-Birkett, reforming
and strengthening the UN is not sim-
ply about preserving an international
institution but also ensuring that it re-
mains capable of delivering for coun-
tries and people on the ground.

She said her own experience
working with the UN had allowed her
to see both the organisation’s limita-
tions and the commitment of its per-
sonnel, including staff who put
themselves at risk while providing as-
sistance in difficult environments.

The ambassador said, “I’ve seen
people working on the ground, UN
staff, committed people, putting them-
selves at risk to bring help to people.”

Rodrigues-Birkett said this expe-
rience has reinforced her belief that
there are compelling reasons to seek
the position despite the challenges as-
sociated with it.
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Ambassador Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett

She described the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s position as possibly “the most
thankless job in the world” but said
she has never approached public serv-
ice expecting thanks.

“I’ve never approached service
from a position of thanks, always from
service,” she said.

She also described Guyana’s can-
didacy as significant for the
Caribbean, stating the region’s oppor-
tunity to produce a UN Secretary-Gen-
eral is rare.

According to Rodrigues-Birkett,
the Caribbean has never held the posi-
tion and may not have another oppor-
tunity for decades.

She said this makes the current
contest a significant opportunity not
only for Guyana but for the wider
Caribbean, while maintaining that her
broader objective is to help make the
UN more effective for countries
around the world.

Her résumé includes service as

DVERTISE
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Guyana’s Minister of Amerindian Af-
fairs; Minister of Foreign Affairs, For-
eign Trade and International
Co-operation; Director of the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) Liaison Office in Geneva; and
Permanent Representative to the
United Nations since 2020.

Academically, she holds a Mas-
ter’s degree in International Affairs
and Diplomacy with distinction from
the Universitat Oberta de Catalunya
and a degree in Social Work, also with
distinction, from the University of
Guyana.

If successful, Rodrigues-Birkett
would make history as the first woman
and the first Guyanese national to lead
the United Nations.

The Government of Guyana has
been actively engaging member states
across the world in support of her can-
didacy as the campaign for the UN’s
top post gathers momentum.
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Susan Rodrigues, Minister of Tourism and Kamrul Baksh, Director of the Guyana Tourism Authority

Guyana hosts State of Tourism Conference

State of the Tourism Industry Conference (SOTIC) 2026, is being hosted in
Guyana from October 5-9, 2026.

This marks the first time that Guyana will host SOTIC, which will be held
under the theme “Tourism Futures: Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive.”

The conference will bring together tourism officials, industry leaders, pri-
vate-sector representatives, investors, researchers, media and other stakeholders
from across the Caribbean and international markets to examine key develop-
ments, challenges and opportunities shaping the future of tourism.

The programme will explore tourism intelligence and data, technology and

Pl . *

innovation, sustainable and regenerative tourism, destination competitiveness,
Indigenous tourism, the creative economy and cruise tourism. It will also fea-
ture an Investing in Guyana Luncheon, Cruise Master Class, B2B engagement
and networking opportunities, and the Caribbean Tourism Research Forum.

For Guyana’s business community, the conference provides a platform to
engage with regional and international industry representatives, explore poten-
tial business and investment opportunities, and gain insight into developments
influencing the tourism sector.

Photos show some of the participants at SOTIC with the Tourism Minister and the head of the GTA
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REFLECTING on Guyana’s jour-
ney from severe debt distress to a
stronger economic position, President
Dr. Irfaan Ali, on Monday, credited suc-
cessive People’s Progressive
Party/Civic’s (PPP/C) governments in
building reforms, debt relief and en-
hancing economic growth.

He stressed that fiscal management
and economic discipline helped the
country rebuild its international credit-
worthiness.

President Ali traced the country’s
challenges to the decades after inde-
pendence. Guyana, he said, did not enter
independence in 1966 with the extreme
debt burden it faced later.

He pointed instead to the economic
policies adopted in the 1970s, when na-
tionalisation and the expansion of state-

owned enterprises significantly
increased the public sector’s role in the
economy.

“Guyana’s development was tiny
because of this excessive debt burden,
weak institutional framework, and pro-
ductivity deficit that allowed our debt to
balloon in all of these categories, and
our that led to our inability to invest in
education, health, housing, social serv-
ices, pensioners, community infrastruc-
ture, water, and that led to more or less
the decay of our society,” he said.

This, he noted, led to mass migra-
tion, destruction of the social fabric
within societies and extreme vulnerabil-
ities, including massive squatting.

Dr Ali said weak productivity, loss-
making public enterprises, persistent
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The Guyana Development Bank is now open for business

Strong fiscal management, economic dis-
cipline restored confidence in Guyana

government and external deficits, and
reliance on a narrow range of commod-
ity exports contributed to falling produc-
tion and a foreign-exchange crisis.

Between 1976 and 1988, real GDP
per person fell by a cumulative 31 per
cent, while international reserves de-
clined to less than a week’s worth of im-
ports. By 1989, he said, external debt
was approximately 276 per cent of GDP,
and Guyana had defaulted on its obliga-
tions.

“Over the years, from 1992 to now,
the People’s Progressive Party Civic
Government made enormous strides to-
wards reducing our debt and putting us
in the strong position we are in today,”
he added.

President Ali described the result-
ing crisis as more than a problem of ac-
cumulated loans: the country lacked the
revenue, export earnings and foreign
currency needed to service its debt and
finance essential imports. Guyana’s
creditworthiness was severely weak-
ened, making new commercial borrow-
ing difficult.

HOYTE ADMINISTRATION

The Hoyte administration launched
an Economic Recovery Programme in
1989, involving currency devaluation,
tighter fiscal and monetary policies,
trade liberalisation, privatisation and
public-enterprise reform.

Guyana also renewed relations
with the IMF, the World Bank and bilat-
eral creditors. When the PPP/C took of-
fice in 1992, President Ali said debt
levels remained exceptionally high.

He cited an IMF historical series
that placed total public debt at 623 per
cent of GDP in 1992, while noting that
this measure covered a different period
and definition from the 1989 external-
debt figure. A major part of the recovery,
he said, came through debt rescheduling
and international relief.

In 1999, it reached the original
HIPC completion point, qualifying for
debt-service relief. President Ali said the
resources freed up helped create fiscal
space for poverty-reduction pro-
grammes and investment in health and
education.

Guyana completed the enhanced
HIPC process in 2003, receiving further
relief. In 2006 and 2007, the IMF, World
Bank and Inter-American Development
Bank cancelled a further US$611 mil-
lion under the Multilateral Debt Relief
Initiative, according to the figures cited

in the address.

President Ali described the period
from 1999 to 2011 as particularly impor-
tant for stabilisation, debt management
and public investment.

He pointed to stronger relation-
ships with international financial insti-
tutions and bilateral creditors, and to
investment in housing, roads, schools,
health facilities, water services and
telecommunications.

He also cited expansion in tradi-
tional sectors including gold and rice as
well as construction, services and remit-
tances.

“Political stability weighed heavily
on economic development, and we saw
how political stability inspired confi-
dence also in the economy during the
period cumulative real expansion over
the period 1999 to 2011,” President Ali
sai
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!
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- TICKETS: $65.00

BUFFET
DINNER

- AN EVENING OF ELEGANCE -

The Caribbean Children
Foundation Inc. (TCCF)

Even angels need guardians

20% ANNIVERSARY

- CELEBRATING 26 YEARS OF IMPACT -
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10TH, 2026
COCKTAILS 6:00 PM

WOODBINE BANQUET HALL
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King Charles, Queen Camilla to visit
Guyana ahead of CHOGM

King Charles III and Queen
Camilla will meet with Guyanese Pres-
ident Irfaan Ali, Indigenous leaders,
British businesses and young scientists
and environmentalists during a two-day
visit to Guyana later this month ahead of
the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-
ment Meeting (CHOGM) in Antigua
and Barbuda.

The royal couple will visit Guyana
from Oct. 29 to 30 as part of the king’s
Autumn Tour, which runs from Oct. 27
to Nov. 4 and also includes stops in The
Bahamas and Antigua and Barbuda.

The visit will coincide with the
60th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between the United Kingdom and
Guyana.

King Charles, who is head of the
Commonwealth, will begin the visit
with a meeting with Ali at State House.
The two will then attend a state recep-
tion in the gardens of State House with
representatives from communities
across Guyana to mark the anniversary
of the bilateral relationship.

On the second day, the king will at-
tend a reception with British businesses
operating in Guyana and other local
stakeholders. The event will highlight
economic ties between the two coun-
tries, including British partnerships and
investment in Guyana, which is among
the world's fastest-growing economies.

The king will also join members of
the Guyanese community, including vet-
erans, at the Georgetown (Rabbit Walk)
Memorial. As patron of the Common-
wealth War Graves Commission, he will
lay wreaths commemorating the sacri-
fices of British, Guyanese and other
Commonwealth forces.

Indigenous issues and environmen-

Guyanese can now enter Saudi Arabia

Guyanese passport holders can now
travel to Saudi Arabia using a visa on ar-
rival or electronic visa without first hav-
ing a valid United States, United
Kingdom or Schengen visa.

Guyana’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Cooperation an-
nounced the change on Saturday,
describing it as a significant travel and
diplomatic development for the country.

Guyana is now the only country in
South America whose passport holders
can access Saudi Arabia’s visa-on-arrival
and electronic visa facilities without a
third-country visa, according to the min-
istry.

Previously, Guyanese travellers
were required to hold a valid US, UK or
Schengen visa to qualify for a Saudi e-
visa or visa on arrival. That requirement
has now been removed.

The change is expected to make

tal conservation will also feature promi-
nently during the visit.

King Charles is scheduled to meet
elected leaders of the National Toshaos
Council and visit a garden in George-
town, where he will learn about its
botanical features and conservation ef-
forts.

He will also meet young Guyanese
involved in environmental clubs and
sustainability initiatives. The visit coin-
cides with the Global Biodiversity Al-
liance

Conference, providing

opportunity for the king to meet scien-

an

tists, Indigenous community members

travel between Guyana and Saudi Arabia
easier for people travelling for Umrah,
tourism, visits to family and friends and

King Charles and Queen Camilla

and innovators working in biodiversity,
conservation and restoration.

The king will also hear about the
work of the Iwokrama International
Centre for Rain Forest Conservation and
Development, which manages about
371,000 hectares of tropical forest in
Guyana. Charles has served as the or-
ganisation's patron since 2000, follow-
ing his visit to the Iwokrama forest when
he was the Prince of Wales.

His final engagement in Guyana
will take place along the Georgetown
seawall, where he will meet participants
in the Wilton Park Commonwealth Sus-

| . ";‘ . k
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is now accessible to Guyanese

other purposes.
Guyanese travellers will also no
longer need to use an agent or visit a

tainable Cities Initiative Dialogue.

The visit will highlight efforts to
promote sustainable urban development,
including renewed work to restore man-
groves along Georgetown's coastline to
protect against coastal impacts and sup-
port wildlife.

King Charles last visited Guyana in
February 2000, when he was Prince of
Wales.

The royal visit comes just days be-
fore CHOGM 2026, which will be held
in St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda, from
Nov. 1 to 4.

with visa

Saudi Arabian Embassy to access the fa-
cility. They can apply directly for an
electronic visa or obtain a visa on arrival
using their Guyanese passport and pay-
ing the applicable fee.

The ministry said the development
follows intensified bilateral relations and
ongoing discussions between Guyana
and Saudi Arabia, particularly in trade,
economic partnerships, investment,
tourism and people-to-people relations.

The new travel arrangement is also
expected to strengthen ties between the
two countries.

The Guyanese government said it
will continue working to enhance the
features of the country’s Machine Read-
able Passports in line with international
standards and requirements, as it seeks
to expand international travel opportuni-
ties for its citizens.
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Guyana urges UN members to back Ro-
drigues-Birkett as SG race intensifies

Guyana has made a strong appeal
for international support for its candi-
date, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, to be-
come the next secretary-general of the
United Nations, as reports of possible
US opposition add another layer of un-
certainty to an increasingly competitive
race.

Guyana’s President Irfaan Ali
made the appeal on Thursday, Septem-
ber 24, during his address to the 81st
session of the United Nations General
Assembly in New York. He argued that
the UN needs new leadership capable
of rebuilding confidence in the organi-
zation and strengthening multilateral
cooperation.

“It is in this spirit that Guyana has
put forward the candidature of Her Ex-
cellency Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett for
the office of Secretary-General of the
United Nations,” Ali said.

The election will determine the
successor to current Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, whose second term
ends on December 31, 2026. The Secu-
rity Council is expected to continue its
informal consultations and straw polls
following the General Assembly’s
high-level week, with the selection
process potentially concluding in Octo-
ber.

The campaign comes as interna-
tional media reports have raised ques-
tions about whether the United States
would support Rodrigues-Birkett's can-
didacy.

The New York Times has reported
that the Trump administration opposes
Rodrigues-Birkett's candidacy in part
because of her position on the war in
Gaza, including her characterization of
Israel's actions as genocide.

The reported US position could be
significant because the United States is
one of the five permanent members of
the Security Council and therefore has
veto power over the council's recom-
mendation.

However, Ali has disputed reports
that Washington has formally commu-
nicated an intention to veto his nomi-
nee. Speaking to reporters in New York
this week, he said his engagements
with UN member states had produced a
positive response to Rodrigues-Bir-
kett's candidacy.

“I’m very pleased to say that dur-
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ing this week at the United Nations,
I’ve engaged many stakeholders in re-
lation to the candidacy of Carolyn Ro-
drigues, and I can say without a
shadow of a doubt that the response
has been overwhelming and very posi-
tive,” Ali said, according to Guyanese
media.

The United States has not publicly
endorsed a candidate. A US State De-
partment official said last week that
Washington was seeking a candidate
who would be “practical, driven and
reform-focused” and would support
changes to the UN, including greater
efficiency and streamlined manage-
ment.

In his General Assembly address,
Ali presented Rodrigues-Birkett's
background as central to Guyana's ar-
gument for her candidacy.

He said she has represented
Guyana and the developing world
while working within the multilateral
system and gaining an understanding
of both its strengths and shortcomings.

“We need leadership capable of
restoring trust without compromising
principles, of listening without surren-
dering conviction, of building bridges
across the widening chasms between
North and South, between large states
and small, between the developed and
developing world,” Ali said.

He also highlighted Rodrigues-
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Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett

Birkett's Indigenous background and
upbringing in a small Indigenous com-
munity in Guyana.

“An Indigenous woman coming
from a small Indigenous village, defy-
ing the odds — the odds against In-
digenous persons, the odds against
women, the odds against poverty,” Ali
said.

He described her career as one
shaped by “struggle, sacrifice, and
commitment” and appealed directly to
the five permanent members of the Se-
curity Council and the wider UN mem-
bership to assess her candidacy on its
merits. “Look beyond the small coun-
try that nominated her,” Ali said.

The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) has endorsed Rodrigues-
Birkett's candidacy. Guyana formally
nominated her in June, describing her
as a candidate capable of contributing
to the UN's multilateral system.

Rodrigues-Birkett has remained
one of the leading candidates in the Se-
curity Council's informal straw polls.

In the third poll, held on Septem-
ber 18, Costa Rica's Rebeca Grynspan
received nine “encourage” votes, five
“discourage” votes and one “no opin-
ion.” Rodrigues-Birkett received eight
“encourage” votes, six “discourage”
votes and one “no opinion.”

The results marked a change from
the second poll in August, when Ro-

drigues-Birkett received the highest
number of “encourage” votes, with
eight, compared with seven each for
Grynspan and Argentina's Rafael
Grossi.

The straw polls are confidential
and non-binding. They are intended to
gauge the level of support for candi-
dates before the Security Council even-
tually conducts a formal vote.

Under the UN Charter, the Secu-
rity Council must recommend a candi-
date to the 193-member General
Assembly. A substantive Security
Council decision requires at least nine
votes and cannot be adopted if one of
the five permanent members — China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom or
the United States — votes against it.

If selected, Rodrigues-Birkett
would become the first woman and the
first Caribbean national to serve as UN
secretary-general. No woman has held
the position since the organization was
established more than 80 years ago.

Ali said Guyana was asking UN
members to consider what Rodrigues-
Birkett could bring to the organization
rather than focusing on the size of the
country putting her forward.

“We respectfully place before its
members the candidature of Carolyn
Rodrigues-Birkett, endorsed by the
Caribbean Community; we invite all to
consider her candidacy on its merits...”
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The Indian government has praised captain Smit Machchhar for his "immense courage" during the attack

Flydubai co-pilot attacked captain
with axe, UAE official says

The co-pilot who attempted to take control of
a Flydubai plane travelling to Israel attacked the
pilot with a crash axe, the United Arab Emirates

prosecutor general has said.

The flight from Dubai to Tel Aviv carrying
more than 170 people plunged 17,0001t (5,200m)
two and a half hours into its journey, before pas-
sengers managed to overpower the attacker and
successfully take control of the plane.

Capt Smit Machchhar said he was lying on
the floor injured when he realised the plane was
sinking and he had to act, explaining: "I told my-
self to go for one last push to open the door from
inside", which allowed the passengers in.

Two reserve pilots then landed the plane
safely in Saudi Arabia.

A crash axe is usually kept in the cockpit in
case of emergencies.

The weapon used has been a key question for
investigators, given the stringent security on such
a sensitive route. Early reports from passengers on
board had suggested it might have been a knife.

The UAE attorney general told state media
that investigations were ongoing to determine the
full circumstances and motives of the incident.

The co-pilot who launched the attack was an
Omani national, according to Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu.

Multiple media outlets including Reuters,
CNN and The New York Times have named him
as Hamam al-Hammami. There has been no offi-
cial confirmation of this.

While working at another airline, Oman Air,
US media reported that Al-Hammami was re-
moved from flight training because of concerns
over his radical views, and was given another role
at Oman's national airline.

Australian authorities confirmed on Sunday
they were investigating his "links" to the country,
but did not provide any details.

The Australian Broadcasting Corporation, cit-

ing sources, reported he was issued a student visa
in 2014 and studied in Australia between 2015 and
2017 before leaving the country.

The ABC said his student visa was cancelled
in 2019 as he was not enrolled in a course at that
time.

Counter-terrorism officials will look at
whether the man was radicalised in Australia, the
ABC reported.

He then completed a three-year distance-
learning course run by Buckinghamshire New Uni-
versity in the UK and graduated with a degree in
aviation management in 2023, the university said.
It added he did not take any pilot training at the
school.

Speaking to Fox News, Netanyahu said that
after the attacker was subdued on the flight, he
called out to the crew "Kill me, kill me!"

The Israeli prime minister added: "So, it's
clear that he was suicidal... It looks very likely that
he was going to down the plane."

He also said the attacker "underwent [slamist
radical indoctrination".

The UAE's attorney general, Hamad Saif Al
Shamsi, said investigations into the incident re-
vealed that the co-pilot attempted to carry out a
"terrorist act", according to the country's state news
agency.

He also said investigations were under way to
establish the circumstances, motives and any links
related to the incident.

Machchhar, who was stabbed in the attack,
was taken to a nearby hospital before being air-
lifted to Abu Dhabi, where he is reported to be in
a stable condition.

The pilot, who is from India, was in "good
health and recovering well", the Indian embassy in
the UAE said on Thursday.

"I am confident that the recovery will be there
and I will become fit and healthy again," Machch-
har said.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): If you tell someone what
they want to hear today they will thank you for it, but they
won’t thank you later on when they find out you were being
economical with the truth. Better to hurt their feelings now
than lose them money later on.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): Today’s Venus-Mercury
link in your opposite sign means you must communicate
openly and honestly with other people, while not expecting
them to do the same for you. If they are happy being deceitful
that’s up to them, but your standards are higher.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): By all means push on
with a task or project of some kind today, but if you find that
the going is slow you might like to see that as a message from
the universe to hold off for a bit. Give your previous efforts
time to bed in.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): You may be sensitive to
other people’s feelings but don’t expect them to be sensitive
to yours. The message of the stars today is that you will need
a thick skin when dealing with colleagues whose ambitions
are at odds with your own.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): The facts and figures may be
all on your side but that won’t stop some people questioning
if you know what you are talking about. Don’t waste your time
trying to convince them, because they don’t want to hear. Trust
yourself to move ahead without them.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): If a friend or colleague
makes a mess of what you are working on together don’t get
angry with them. The only way they will improve is if you
build up their confidence, so praise them for what they get
right and leave the rest unsaid.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): The more daunting the task
you face today the more determined you will be to make a
good job of it. You know that some people have doubts about
your capabilities and you are determined to prove them wrong.
They won’t doubt you much longer.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): There can be no more
excuses for delaying what has to be done. That means no more
excuses from you, and no more excuses from other people.
Identify your objective and go after it to the exclusion of
everything else over the next 24 hours.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): By all means look
ahead and imagine where you might be and what you might
be doing a month or a year from now, but don’t lose sight of
what needs to be done this very moment. A journey of a thou-
sand miles begins with a single step.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): Don’t worry that by
doing something different you might damage your reputation.
Worry instead that if you don’t do it you may forever regret
not being more adventurous. If you fail, it will be no big deal.
If you succeed, it will be a very big deal indeed.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You need to keep im-
portant people on your side and what that means more than
anything is that you watch what you say to them. It’s good that
you like to be honest but on this occasion honesty could be the
last thing they want to hear.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Ideas will come thick and
fast over the next 24 hours, but because mind planet Mercury
is linked to Venus, currently going through its retrograde
phase, some of those ideas could be hugely impractical. Only
start what you know for sure can be finished.
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Mottley calls for Caribbean to
remain a zone of peace

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mot-
tley has called for the Caribbean to re-
main a zone of peace, warning against
the region becoming “a theatre for con-
frontation or for the unilateral and unjus-
tified use of force.”

Addressing the 81st session of the
United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) on Thursday, Mottley said
Caribbean political leaders have a re-
sponsibility to help preserve the region’s
peace and stability.

“The Caribbean must remain a
Zone of Peace,” she said.

Mottley highlighted the security cri-
sis in Haiti, where armed gangs continue
to control large areas and undermine ef-
forts to restore constitutional govern-
ment following the 2021 assassination of
President Jovenel Moise.

She said the deteriorating security
situation continues to hamper political
renewal and economic recovery, even as
preparations for a return to constitutional
government move forward.

“Those efforts cannot succeed un-
less security improves, particularly in the
areas containing more than half of
Haiti’s electorate,” Mottley said.

Barbados, she said, supports the full
deployment and renewal of the mandate
of the multinational security mission au-
thorised by the UN Security Council to
combat armed gangs in Haiti.

“Let me remind you that it was in
2022 that this recent, more heightened

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley

state of insecurity began with the fuel
riots. Enough is enough,” she said.

Mottley also thanked countries that
have contributed to efforts to help Haiti
address its crisis, including members of
the Caribbean Community’s (CARI-
COM) Eminent Persons Group.

The three-member group is chaired
by former St Lucia Prime Minister Dr

Kenny Anthony and includes former Ja-
maican Prime Minister Bruce Golding
and former Bahamas Prime Minister
Perry Christie.

Mottley said the group has been
working to build consensus among Hait-
ian stakeholders and maintain engage-
ment with international partners.

The Barbadian leader also raised

concerns about what she described as
worsening humanitarian pressures in
Cuba amid continued US economic and
trade restrictions against Havana.

“Too many people are suffering.
Restrictions on trade, finance and access
to fuel are intensifying hardship not only
for Cuban citizens, but also for all others
who study and live there,” Mottley said.

Barbados, she said, has consistently
opposed the US embargo and other uni-
lateral coercive measures against Cuba.

“As always, we call for constructive
engagement. This must be grounded in
dialogue, sovereign equality and respect
for international law,” she said.

Mottley also expressed Barbados’
solidarity with Venezuela following the
devastating earthquakes that struck the
country in June, saying Bridgetown re-
mained committed to supporting its
longer-term recovery.

“A stable, sovereign, peaceful and
democratic Venezuela is vital to the se-
curity and prosperity of the wider
Caribbean,” she said.

She used the opportunity to reiterate
Barbados’ support for Guyana as it pur-
sues a peaceful resolution of its long-
standing border controversy with
Venezuela through the International
Court of Justice.

“This is in the interest of the people
of Guyana, Venezuela and the people of
the wider Caribbean,” Mottley said.

JA welcomes first cohort of 43 Ghanaian nurses

Jamaica welcomed its first cohort
of 43 Ghanaian nurses on Monday as
part of a four-year bilateral health agree-
ment aimed at strengthening the coun-
try’s healthcare workforce.

The nurses arrived at Norman Man-
ley International Airport in Kingston as
Jamaica begins implementing an agree-
ment with Ghana that targets the recruit-
ment and temporary deployment of up to
400 healthcare workers to the island.

The agreement, signed earlier this
year, provides a framework for the vol-
untary recruitment of Ghanaian health
professionals, particularly nurses and
doctors, while promoting cooperation
between the two countries and ethical in-
ternational recruitment practices.

Health and Wellness
Christopher Tufton said the arrival of the

Minister

first group marks an important step in ef-
forts to strengthen Jamaica’s healthcare
workforce.

“We warmly welcome the Ghana-
ian nurses and look forward to the valu-
able contribution they will make to our
health system and the people we serve,”

Some of the newly arrived Ghanian nurses

Tufton said.

The ministry said the recruitment is
aligned with its Vision for Health 2030
plan and Human Resource for Health
Stabilization Strategy.

The nurses will be assigned to pub-
lic hospitals across the island, with the

majority expected to work in facilities
under the Western Regional Health Au-
thority (WRHA) and South East Re-
gional Health Authority (SERHA).
WRHA oversees public health fa-
cilities in St. James, Westmoreland,
Trelawny and Hanover, while SERHA

covers Kingston and St. Andrew, St.
Thomas and St. Catherine.

The nurses have specialties includ-
ing critical care, paediatrics, operating
theatre, nursing and midwifery, emer-
gency care, oncology and mental health
and psychiatric care. Others will be as-
signed to the island’s other health re-
gions and the University Hospital of the
West Indies.

The four-year agreement was
signed during a Jamaican delegation’s
visit to Ghana in May by Foreign Affairs
and Foreign Trade Minister Kamina
Johnson Smith and Tufton, along with
their Ghanaian counterparts.

Beyond workforce recruitment, Ja-
maica and Ghana plan to expand health
cooperation in areas including primary
care reform, national health insurance
and the management of non-communi-
cable diseases.

The Ministry of Health and Well-
ness said the broader partnership will fa-
cilitate the sharing of knowledge,
expertise and resources between the two
countries.
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T&T proposes higher legal ages for al-
cohol, tobacco, cannabis and gambling

The Trinidad and Tobago Govern-
ment is proposing to raise the minimum
legal age for alcohol and tobacco from
18 to 21, while increasing the legal age
for cannabis and gambling from 18 to
25.

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar announced the proposed
changes Monday, saying the measures
are intended to strengthen protections
for young people.

The government is expected to in-
troduce a bill in Parliament on Wednes-
day to amend several laws, including the
Dangerous Drugs Act, Tobacco Control
Act, Liquor Licences Act, Gambling
(Gaming and Betting) Control Act and
Cannabis Control Act.

Under the proposed amendments,
the minimum legal age for the sale, pur-
chase, possession or consumption of al-
cohol and tobacco would increase from
18 to 21.

The minimum legal age for the
sale, purchase, possession or consump-
tion of cannabis would rise from 18 to
25, while the minimum age for gambling
would also increase from 18 to 25.

Persad-Bissessar said the govern-
ment was acting to protect young people
from the effects of early exposure to al-
cohol, tobacco, cannabis and other
drugs, as well as gambling.

“These measures are not arbitrary,”

T&T Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar

the prime minister said, describing them
as part of the government’s commitment
to the health and safety of young people.

The proposed cannabis age limit is
higher than the 21-year threshold Per-
sad-Bissessar announced in January, ac-
cording to TTT News. She had

previously said the government intended
to raise the legal age for cannabis from
18 to 21.

The government’s proposed legis-
lation would amend seven pieces of leg-
islation: the Dangerous Drugs Act,
Registration of Clubs Act, Tobacco Con-

trol Act, Children Act, Liquor Licences
Act, Gambling (Gaming and Betting)
Control Act 2021 and Cannabis Control
Act 2022.

The changes remain proposals until
the legislation is passed and comes into
force.

A&B releases counter-proposal on third-country nationals

The Antigua and Barbuda Govern-
ment has released the United States’
proposal for the possible transfer of
third-country nationals removed from
the US, along with its own counter-pro-
posal outlining conditions for any such
arrangement.

The documents were released
Monday and are to be tabled in the
House of Representatives by Attorney
General and Minister of Legal Affairs
Sir Steadroy Benjamin.

The government stressed that no
agreement has been reached and that
discussions with Washington are con-
tinuing.

“The United States document is a
proposal and the Antigua and Barbuda
document is a counter-proposal,” the
government said in a statement.

The discussions form part of a
wider US initiative involving countries
in different regions, including several
members of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM). Some CARICOM coun-
tries have already entered into arrange-
ments with the US, while others are
still considering proposals.

Antigua and Barbuda said it is as-
sessing whether it can cooperate with
Washington while protecting its na-
tional interests, sovereignty and limited

capacity.

Under the counter-proposal, every
person proposed for transfer would
have to be considered individually and
receive the prior express written ap-
proval of the Antigua and Barbuda
Government.

The proposal would also limit
transfers to a maximum of seven people
in any three-month period. The govern-
ment said the figure is a ceiling, not a
quota or an obligation to accept any
particular number of people.

The proposed procedures also in-
clude requirements covering eligibility,
criminal and security screening, health,
immigration history, protection claims
and valid travel documents.

Each person would have to be in-
formed that Antigua and Barbuda is the
destination, understand that the
arrangement would be temporary and
indicate in writing a willingness to be
transferred. Their admission and tem-
porary stay would be governed by An-
tigua and Barbuda’s laws.

The counter-proposal further calls
for financial and operational arrange-
ments to ensure that the costs associ-
ated with receiving and supporting
transferred individuals do not fall on
Antigua and Barbuda taxpayers.

It also requires arrangements for
the lawful return or onward placement
of individuals when their temporary
stay ends.

The government would retain the
right to suspend further transfers if con-
cerns arise over national security, pub-
lic order, public health, capacity,
finances or other serious matters.

The counter-proposal also envis-
ages a possible supporting role for the
International Organization for Migra-
tion, subject to the agency’s require-
ments and arrangements with the
Antigua and Barbuda Government.

“The Government emphasises that
the sovereign decision whether to ac-
cept or refuse any person proposed for
transfer will remain with Antigua and
Barbuda in every individual case,” the
statement said.

The release follows the govern-
ment’s decision in July to establish a
parliamentary framework for any possi-
ble arrangement with Washington. That
framework rejected an automatic or
open-ended programme and required
Antigua and Barbuda to retain the au-
thority to approve or reject individuals
on a case-by-case basis.

The government said publishing
both documents and placing them be-

fore Parliament is intended to provide
transparency on an issue involving na-
tional sovereignty, security, law, public
finances and the national interest.

Earlier this month, Antigua and
Barbuda’s Ambassador to the US, Sir
Ronald Sanders, said negotiations were
expected to resume at Washington’s re-
quest and stressed that no final agree-
ment had been reached and no transfers
had been authorised.
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JN Money offers short-term loans to
Jamaican farmworkers in Canada

JN Money is offering a short-term
loan facility to Jamaican seasonal farm-
workers in Canada to help them meet
financial obligations in Jamaica before
their regular earnings begin.

The facility is designed to provide
workers with access to funds at the start
of the agricultural season, when they
may have arrived in Canada and started
working but have not yet earned
enough to cover immediate expenses at
home.

For Linton Pearson, a Portmore, St
Catherine, resident who has partici-
pated in Canada's Seasonal Agricultural
Worker Programme for 26 years, the fa-
cility has helped him manage expenses
during the early part of the farming sea-
son.

Pearson works from April to No-
vember on a vegetable farm in Simcoe,
Ontario, alongside nearly 60 other
workers, about 45 of whom are Ja-
maicans. The more than 100-acre farm
produces crops including Chinese cab-
bage, radishes, sweet potatoes, cucum-
bers, zucchinis and Chinese melons.

Pearson said the nature of seasonal
farm work means his income can vary,
with some periods requiring seven days
of work each week and others involv-
ing reduced hours.

He has accessed the JN Money

loan facility four times to help cover
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immediate financial needs before his
regular earnings become available.

“When we just came up, [money
was] not available. So, it comes in
handy at that time,” he said.

Claude Thompson, regional man-
ager at JN Money, said the facility was
developed to address the financial chal-
lenges faced by seasonal farmworkers
who have obligations in Jamaica while
working abroad.

“The beginning of the farming
season is often challenging for them as
they are settling into work in Canada
while at the same time, they have im-
portant financial commitments to meet

back home,” Thompson said.

The loan facility will provide workers with access to funds at the start of the agricultural season

“This loan facility provides that
timely bridge when funds may be lim-
ited, giving workers greater flexibility
to address urgent needs while they wait
for their salary,” he added.

Pearson, who has been married for
30 years and has five children, includ-
ing two stepchildren, said his earnings
from the programme have helped him
support his family, build his home and
make improvements to the property
over the years.

He has also maintained a long-
standing relationship with JN Money,
using its remittance service to send
money to Jamaica while working in

Canada.
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Pearson first joined the farm-
worker programme after being intro-
duced to the opportunity by his sister's
boss. He said succeeding in the pro-
gramme requires discipline and a will-
ingness to work hard.

“It's not an easy work. You have to
have manners and discipline, because
that's what the boss is looking for,” he
said. “Not everyone is willing to work
as hard as is required and find it hard to
keep up, but with a mind to work and
teamwork effort, we can all achieve.”

Outside the agricultural season,
Pearson uses his skills in cabinet-mak-
ing and furniture construction to earn

an income when he returns to Jamaica.

Red Bull Wings Cup brings EA SPORTS to Jamaica

Jamaican university students will
have the chance to compete in EA
SPORTS FC™ 27 for an opportunity
to represent the country at the Red
Bull Wings Cup World Final in Miami
in early 2027.

Registration is now open for the
Jamaican leg of the Red Bull Wings
Cup, a new global gaming competition
being held across nearly 80 countries
in partnership with EA SPORTS and
PlayStation.

The competition is open to
gamers of varying skill levels, with
participants competing for a place in
the Jamaica National Final and the op-
portunity to become the country's first
representative at the World Final.

BuyGanadianNow.Ca

The Jamaican leg of the Red Bull Wings Cup

In Jamaica, the competition will
take place through a University
League, with currently enrolled uni-
versity students competing in on-cam-
pus qualifying events on PlayStation 5
consoles. Players will compete in EA
SPORTS FC 27 Rush against students

from universities across the country.

The first qualifying events are
scheduled for:

Oct. 1-2, 2026: University of the
West Indies (UWI)

Oct. 7-8, 2026: University of
Technology, Jamaica (UTech)

Participants will earn points
throughout the competition, with the
highest-ranked players advancing to
the Jamaica National Final.

The national champion will earn
the opportunity to represent Jamaica at
the Red Bull Wings Cup World Final
in Miami, where finalists from partici-
pating countries will compete in a
tournament combining gaming and
football culture.

The World Final is scheduled to
take place in early 2027.

Red Bull Wings Cup is open to
participants who meet the eligibility
requirements for the Jamaican compe-
tition. Local terms and conditions

apply.
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Belize considers diplomatic response after
alleged Guatemalan military incursion

Belize Prime Minister John
Bricefio has indicated that his govern-
ment may recall Belize’s ambassador to
Guatemala for consultations following
an alleged incursion by a Guatemalan
military aircraft into Belizean airspace.

Briceflo also said his administration
could summon Guatemala’s ambassador
as Belize weighs its response to the in-
cident, which has added tension to the
countries’ longstanding territorial dis-
pute.

The prime minister said Belize
must respond carefully, while keeping
diplomatic channels open and protecting
the ongoing territorial case before the In-
ternational Court of Justice (ICJ).

“That’s what all countries do when
something happens in another country.
You bring in your ambassador to get a
clear understanding, discuss it, and un-
derstand what’s going on from the other
side. Every country does that,” Bricefio
said.

He stressed the importance of
maintaining communication  with
Guatemala despite the dispute.

“At the same time, it is important
that we always remain connected with
the Guatemalan government. We are
neighbors; that’s not going to change,”
he said.

Bricefio said he remained confident
that Belize would prevail in the ICJ case.

“We believe that at the ICJ, we
have every confidence that we are going
to win that case, so we have to maintain
good relationships with Guatemala,” he
said.

Belize and Guatemala have a long-
standing territorial dispute, with
Guatemala claiming territory, islands
and maritime areas that Belize considers
part of its sovereign territory. The dis-
pute is currently before the ICJ.

The two countries resumed discus-
sions on the dispute in March 2000 with
the assistance of the Organization of
American States (OAS). They signed
their first Agreement on Confidence
Building Measures on Nov. 8, 2000, es-
tablishing an “Adjacency Line” and a
one-kilometer “Adjacency Zone” on ei-
ther side.

A second agreement was signed on
Feb. 7, 2003, and later amended in Sep-
tember 2005 through the Agreement on
a Framework for Negotiation and Con-
fidence Building Measures between Be-
lize and Guatemala.

Bricefio said last week that Belize
had moved closer to a resolution of the
dispute after being informed on Sept. 17
that the ICJ would begin hearing oral ar-
guments in the Belize-Guatemala case in
February 2027. The court will subse-
quently hear oral arguments in the sepa-
rate Belize-Honduras case.

“For too long, our borders have
been disputed by our neighbor,
Guatemala. We look forward to the end
of this process, when we believe Belize

will be vindicated, and we can
strengthen and enhance relations with
the government and the great
Guatemalan people,” Bricefo said.

Guatemala has requested an OAS
verification exercise into the latest inci-
dent. Bricefio defended the request while
questioning Guatemala’s handling of the
matter.

“Let’s put it this way: if it were
you, wouldn’t you do the same?” he
said.

“Try to bluff your way out of some-
thing? And that’s exactly what they’re
trying to do: bluff their way out, and |
do have confidence in the OAS verifica-
tion.”

Bricefo said the OAS has been
“quite even-handed” in its handling of
issues involving the two countries, al-
though he acknowledged that the or-
ganisation can sometimes take too
long to complete its work.

Guatemalan officials have agreed
to submit reports and the aircraft in-
volved for review, while Guatemalan
leaders have denied that the alleged
flight occurred.

Meanwhile, Belize Opposition
Leader Tracy Panton said the incident
should not be politicized and called for
a nonpartisan approach to protecting

Belize Prime Minister John Bricefio

the country’s territorial integrity.

“The situation with the veiled and
maybe not-so-veiled threats of the
Guatemalan military, the aggression, the
intimidation that we experienced this
month in particular is no laughing mat-
ter,” Panton said.

“It should not be something we
take lightly. It should not also be some-
thing we politicize. There should be a
nonpartisan approach to safeguarding
Belize’s territorial integrity and to pro-
tecting our sovereignty,” she added.

Panton said Belize should continue
relying on diplomacy given the military
imbalance between the two countries.

“The truth of the matter is, Belize
does not have the military firepower that

our neighbor in Guatemala has. So, we
have to use diplomacy. But we must use
it with clarity, with consistency, and we
need to ensure we remain true to the
concerns of the Belizean people,” she
said.

Panton also criticized what she de-
scribed as mixed signals from the gov-
ernment, pointing to social interactions
between Belizean and Guatemalan offi-
cials.

“You can’t say, on one hand, that
you denounce Guatemala’s aggression
and then, on the other hand, your wife is
spending time with Guatemala’s first
lady. It is wholly unacceptable,” she
said.
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US Coast Guard suspends search for
missing air ambulance from Bermuda

Bermuda Premier David Burt said
he remains hopeful that all six people
aboard an air ambulance aircraft that dis-
appeared after leaving Bermuda for the
United States will be found, despite the
U.S. Coast Guard's decision to suspend
its search.

The aircraft, a Gulfstream G100 jet
operated by Hamilton-based medical
evacuation company Latitude Air Ambu-
lance, departed Bermuda in the early
hours of Saturday. It was carrying two
Bermudians and four Canadians.

The U.S. Coast Guard Northeast
District announced Sunday night that it
had suspended the search after crews lo-
cated an extensive debris field about 20
miles off Nantucket, Massachusetts.

“Suspending a search is not an easy
decision. We express our deepest condo-
lences to the families and loved ones af-
fected by the tragedy and our gratitude
for our partner agencies who helped sup-
port search effort,” said Rear Adm.
Matthew Lake, commander of the North-
east District.

Burt said the Bermuda government
remains in contact with relevant author-
ities and is continuing to monitor devel-
opments.

“The Government of Bermuda con-
tinues to monitor the situation and re-
mains in contact with relevant
authorities. All of Bermuda’s thoughts
remain with the individuals on board,
their families and loved ones,” the gov-
ernment said in a statement.

The identities of those aboard have
not been made public.

Burt said in an earlier statement that
he was praying for the safe recovery of
all six people aboard the aircraft and
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The Canadian Air Ambulance went missing on a flight from Bermuda to Boston

thanked search-and-rescue crews for
their efforts.

“We are praying that all six people
will be found safe, and we thank the
search and rescue crews for their contin-
uing effort,” he said.

According to the Coast Guard, the
search covered 4,445 square miles of
ocean over approximately 66 hours. Air
traffic controllers reported that the pilot
had declared an emergency because of
electrical issues before the aircraft was
lost.

Advertise and survive as the

holiday season approaches

with a low cost ad in Equal-
ity News 647-216-2359

The debris field was described as
extensive and was located in waters
about 80 to 90 feet deep. Coast Guard of-
ficials said the amount of debris made it
difficult to determine exactly what was
in the field.

Capt. John McTamney said weather
conditions had been favorable for the
search. “We will continue to search and
saturate the area until we’re at the point
that, if there were any survivors remain-
ing on the surface of the water, we would
have found them,” he said.

The Coast Guard said investigative
authorities will coordinate a future inves-
tigation into the cause of the incident.

Lake said the Coast Guard was also
working with Massachusetts authorities
to bring a vessel with sonar capabilities
into the area to scan the seafloor.

“I want you to know that my
thoughts and those of every Coast Guard
crew member are with the people on that
aircraft, their families, their friends and
their loved ones during this incredibly
difficult time,” Lake said.
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HOME SOLUTION
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Hope’s heroics power Windies to
record chase and consolation win

Shai Hope produced another bat-
ting masterclass to propel the West In-
dies to their highest-ever successful
ODI run chase, completing a remark-
able five-wicket victory over India in
the third and final match on Saturday.

Hope followed his century in the
second ODI with an unbeaten 162 from
143 balls, carrying the West Indies to
352 for five in 48.2 overs after India
posted 351 for seven at the Maharaja
Yadavindra Singh International Cricket
Stadium.

The result could not alter the out-
come of the series, which India had al-
ready secured by winning the opening
two matches, but it gave the West In-
dies a deserved victory to close the
campaign.

It also capped a superb series for
the West Indies batting unit, with Hope
once again providing the innings with
its foundation, control and finishing
power.

Hope was pushed up the order to
open alongside John Campbell after
Jewel Andrew injured his hand while
fielding.

The pair immediately attacked
India’s bowling, racing to 41 in the first
four overs before Campbell’s dismissal
interrupted the momentum.

Campbell, dropped on nine, added
only one more run before Mohammed
Siraj beat him with a full, straight de-
livery and knocked him over.

Hope then joined forces with Amir
Jangoo in a 109-run, second-wicket
partnership that shifted the pressure
back onto India.

He reached his 33rd ODI half-cen-
tury from 46 balls, while Jangoo sur-
vived a significant opportunity when
Virat Kohli dropped him at backward
point on 34.

Jangoo capitalized on the reprieve,
reaching his half-century from 47 balls,
but the partnership ended through mis-
communication. Jangoo was run out at
the non-striker’s end after setting off
for a single that Hope had little interest
in taking.

Sherfane Rutherford supplied an-
other important contribution, striking
24 from 25 balls and adding 56 with
Hope as the West Indies moved beyond
200.

Rutherford’s dismissal came amid
controversy. He was given out caught
behind off Naman Dhir, but the review
failed to produce conclusive evidence
to overturn the decision, leaving the
West Indies 206 for three after 30
overs.

Hope, meanwhile, continued de-
spite struggling physically and soon
reached his 21st ODI century from 104
balls, bringing up the milestone with a
single off Kuldeep Yadav.

His movement became increas-
ingly restricted, but Keemo Paul en-

Shai Hope — had one of his finest innings yet

sured the chase retained its momentum.

Paul hammered 44 from 35 balls
during a 65-run partnership with Hope,
taking most of the pressure off the
limping opener and keeping the West
Indies firmly in control.

India briefly threatened a late turn-
around when Paul was caught at deep
midwicket off Gurnoor Brar and Yadav
removed Matthew Forde for seven.

At 290 for five in the 44th over,
the West Indies still needed a composed
finish.

Hope provided it.

Hope became the first wicket-
keeper-batsman to score 150 in a men's
ODI and remained unbeaten through
the chase.

Gudakesh Motie joined him for
the final assault, contributing an un-
beaten 19 from 14 balls as the pair
added 62 without being separated.

Hope finished with 17 fours and
three sixes during a 255-minute stay at
the crease, completing his second suc-
cessive century of the series in em-
phatic fashion.

The victory was the West Indies’
highest successful ODI chase, giving
the team a significant consolation result
after India had dominated the opening
two matches.

Seales strikes early before Rahul
turns the tide

India’s imposing total appeared
unlikely during the early stages of its
innings.

Jayden Seales ripped into the
hosts’ top order in a devastating open-
ing spell, removing captain Shubman
Gill for one when Hope took a diving
catch behind the stumps.

Two balls later, Seales bowled
Kohli through the gate for a duck, leav-
ing India four for two.

Rohit Sharma and Ruturaj Gaik-
wad then rebuilt the innings with a 137-
run partnership.

Sharma made 92 from 85 balls,
while Gaikwad survived four dropped
chances on his way to 57 from 69 balls.

Paul eventually broke the partner-
ship by dismissing Sharma, but India
found another gear through KL Rahul.

Rahul transformed the innings
with an unbeaten 129 from only 87 de-
liveries, striking 10 fours and six sixes
as India plundered 106 runs from the
final 10 overs.

India reached 351 for seven, set-
ting the West Indies a formidable tar-
get.

Seales finished with three for 62,
while Paul claimed two for 71.

But Hope’s extraordinary innings

ensured that India’s imposing total was
not enough.

The West Indies ultimately
matched India’s 351 and surpassed it
with 10 balls to spare, closing the series
with a performance built around one of
Hope’s finest ODI innings.
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. . . Knorr Chicken Broth Mix kg LKK Kum Chun Oyster Chinsu Soy Sauce 650ml
Mama Squash Chinese Carrot Red Pepper Ginger(Organic) Big Taro 2K, Flavor Sailice 48031
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Req:$1.99

RESTAURANT SPECIAL
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Renso Foods Coconut Water Fleecy PBus 3 [n 1 Fabrlc Care

Extra Large Egg Beef Small Intestine  Fresh Chicken Leg
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Chorip Dong Assorted Fried AA-1 Smelt 300g Red Fish Series 750g
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CHOICE FOR BETTER SLEEP

REST TODAY A BRIGHTER TOMORROW

Comfort Dreamer

Durable support with
pocket coil comfort.

Comfort Custom

Comlty, restful,
durable.

Comfort Custom

Exclusive two-sided
pillow-top comfort.

Comfort

Firm, durable,
comfortable.

Comfort-Pedic

Exclusive memory
foam comfort.

Comfort Classic
Deluxe

Supportive
foam comfort.

Comfort Cool

Cool, pressure-relieving
comfort.

Comftort

Affordable comfort
everyday support

International

Standards

Pillows o O

The perfect support Zero Refunds @ Classic to

for a better you. Y ._' to Date Contemporary
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DISCOVer Guyana - Plan your trip today!
oa Come Home to Colebrate!

@ Ungiscov®* £ = =
: Be part of history - Guyana’s 60" Independence Diamond Jubilee.

His Excellency, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali,
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana
Keynote Speaker
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OCTOBER 5-9, 2026 — GUYANA
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