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A number of candidates of Caribbean heritage 

have thrown their hats into the ring in the upcoming 

municipal elections in Ontario. 

Among them is a familiar face -- Toronto 

Deputy Mayor Michael Thompson, of Jamaican her-

itage, who is seeking re-election in Ward 21 (Scar-

borough). 

But a handful of others are seeking to serve in 

various city halls for the first time, including Norman 

Hamilton, of Jamaican heritage, who is contesting 

Ward 1. “Ward 1 deserves leadership that stays con-

nected, responds to concerns and puts people first. 

Together, we can build a stronger Etobicoke where 

families, seniors and young people have opportuni-

ties to thrive,” he notes. 

Another first time candidate is Akina Lalla, a so-

cial activist who is challenging Thompson in Ward 

21. Originally from Trinidad, Akina is campaigning 

on affordable housing and public safety, two major 

issues in Toronto. 

Dr Jamie Dookie, a former UWI lecturer from 

Trinidad is running for a city council seat in Missis-

sauga’s Ward 5. Among other things, Dr Dookie is 

campaigning on public safety and affordable living 

for residents. 

In Toronto, Guyana-born Robert Bazil is seek-

ing election as Councillor for Ward 24. An advocate 

for youth development, he is a former journalist -- 

the Chief Reporter for the daily Guyana Chronicle -- 

who expanded into legal services after moving to On-

tario in 2008. 

In Pickering, Michael Samlalsingh of Trnidadian 

is contesting Ward 1, and said his decision to enter 

municipal politics comes as the city continues to ex-

perience demographic and economic change. 

In the City of Vaughn, Shelly Cerelli, of Ja-

maican heritage, has officially been certified as a 

candidate for Mayor of Vaughan in the 2026 Munici-

pal Election, setting up a two-candidate race between 

her and incumbent Mayor Steven Del Duca. 

Cerrelli enters the race as an entrepreneur, busi-

ness and wealth strategist, founder and community 

leader with more than 20 years of experience build-

ing businesses and working across sectors including 

real estate, technology, telecommunications and inno-

vation. 

While this is not a complete list of all the candi-

dates with Caribbean her-

itage, now you know that 

there are several seeking 

you vote on October 26. 

Do not disappoint 

them! 
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Atlantic Suites Hotel in Georgetown offers family rooms with air-conditioning, private bathrooms, and 
sea or city views. Rated 10 stars by recent guests  

592 227 9000 www.hyatt.com/stay/en-US/gyaaa-atlantic-suites-hotel
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THE government will impose re-

strictions on the importation of all vapes 

and vaping products into Guyana, ex-

cept those specifically approved by the 

Minister of Health or the relevant to-

bacco control authorities, President Dr 

Irfaan Ali announced on Saturday 

evening. 

In a live address to the nation, Pres-

ident Ali disclosed that Senior Minister 

in the Office of the President with Re-

sponsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni 

Singh, will shortly sign an order under 

the Customs Act, Chapter 82:01, giving 

effect to the restrictions. 

The move, he explained, follows 

growing concerns about the widespread 

and largely unregulated importation, 

sale and use of vaping products, partic-

ularly among schoolchildren and 

teenagers, and is intended to safeguard 

public health while allowing for ap-

proved medicinal and therapeutic appli-

cations. 

According to President Ali, the new 

proposed restriction on the importation 

of vapes of all kinds, except as approved 

by the Minister of Health, or the Na-

tional Tobacco Control Council or To-

bacco Control Board. 

He said the decision was informed 

by consultations with parents, teachers, 

children, religious leaders and commu-

nity representatives who have expressed 

increasing concern about the accessibil-

ity and use of vaping products among 

young people. 

“As a responsible government, as a 

listening government, we have a duty to 

protect public health, particularly the 

health and well-being of our children 

and young people and to ensure that 

products presenting potential risks to 

consumers are subject to appropriate 

oversight and control,” President Ali 

said. 

The Head of State explained that 

Guyana’s decision is consistent with 

measures being pursued internationally, 

as countries strengthen regulations gov-

erning the importation and distribution 

of vaping products. 

According to the President, al-

though vaping products are frequently 

marketed as alternatives to conventional 

cigarettes, they are not without health 

risks. 

He pointed to warnings from the 

World Health Organization (WHO) 

about the potential consequences of va-

ping, particularly for children and ado-

lescents. 

WHO has declared youth nicotine 

dependency an urgent global emergency 

since tobacco companies have struc-

turally shifted their business models to 

explicitly capture children and teenagers 

using heavily engineered, chemically 

modified e-cigarettes and alternative 

nicotine delivery systems. 

WHO revealed that at least 15 mil-

lion adolescents aged 13–15 are actively 

using electronic cigarettes globally. This 

counts alongside 40 million children 

who use other tobacco products and in 

countries reporting comprehensive data, 

children are 9 times more likely to vape 

than adults. 

According to President Ali, “Vap-

ing products can expose users to toxic 

substances that pose risk to human 

health,” highlighting the potential for 

nicotine addiction and its impact on 

brain development among children and 

adolescents. 

He also warned that exposure dur-

ing pregnancy presents risks to the de-

veloping foetus, while concerns remain 

about respiratory health and the poten-

tial long-term consequences associated 

with vaping. 

He said the issue extends beyond 

physical health, as early exposure to va-

ping products could also have broader 

social and mental health implications for 

young people. 

“The absence of complete knowl-

edge about those long-term effects must 

not be mistaken for evidence of safety,” 

President Ali cautioned. 

He explained that the increasing 

availability of vaping products, includ-

ing those containing various additives 

and alternative substances, has con-

tributed to growing concern among par-

ents and educators. 

The President disclosed that his 

discussions with teachers, children and 

parents revealed the extent of concern 

surrounding vaping within the school 

system. 

“I’ve had discussion with many 

teachers. I’ve had discussion with chil-

dren and parents, and this issue is of se-

rious concern for our teachers, our 

children, religious leaders and our par-

ents,” he said. 

President Ali stressed that protect-

ing children from vaping requires action 

not only from the Government but also 

from families, schools and wider soci-

ety. 

“We have to protect our children. 

We have to protect our schools. We have 

to protect our society. We have to adopt 

measures that are relevant to the chal-

lenges we face as a society,” he declared. 

He identified the use and misuse of 

vaping products among teenagers and 

young children, including within 

schools, as one of the challenges de-

manding decisive national action. 

The President also urged parents, 

religious leaders, teachers and other in-

fluential figures to educate young people 

about the dangers of vaping, particularly 

the risks associated with products con-

taining additives. 
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No more vaping: Ali introduces 
vape ban in Guyana

BILINGUAL IMMIGRATION LAWYER  
(English & French)   

Refugee Claims | Francophone Immigration Support Pro-
gram | Francophone Minority Communities Student Pilot.  

Contact me today!    
pouchelonlaw@gmail.com.  

416-759-8389  
POUCHELON LAW  

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

The vape ban excludes products approved by the Ministry of Health
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Get out and vote
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Mashramani turns work into celebration
Dear Editor, 
A FLOAT is a peculiar asset. Its owner spends 

money so that everybody else can look at it. 
The Mashramani’s costume and float parade sits 

inside Guyana’s Republic celebrations alongside ca-
lypso, soca, chutney, steel band and other competi-
tions. Ministries, businesses, schools, designers and 
bands invest resources in presentations meant to be 
judged publicly and shared nationally. 

Franz Boas’ work on the Northwest Coast 
helped make the potlatch a classic case in anthropol-
ogy. Later scholarship and Kwakwaka’wakw institu-
tions such as the U’mista Cultural Centre have made 
the necessary correction to simplistic descriptions. 

Potlatch is not just conspicuous waste or a party 
with gifts. It is tied to witnessing, family history, sta-
tus, rights, obligation and the public recognition of 
relationships. 

That distinction matters here. I am not suggest-
ing a historical connection between this carnival tra-
dition and Northwest Coast ceremonial life. There is 
none to claim. The comparison is functional. It asks 
what happens when materials, skills and labour ac-
quire their greatest value only after they are exposed 

to other people. 
This changes how the visible object should be 

evaluated. The raw materials may be cheap or expen-
sive, but neither tells us much about the finished so-
cial value. Time, recognisable style, local technique 
and the fact of public display become part of the ob-
ject. A piece made for carnival carries the maker’s 
reputation into the street. 

That is why handmade and locally legible carni-
val forms often survive even when cheaper substi-
tutes are available. They do work that 
mass-produced decoration cannot. They tell specta-
tors who made this, where it belongs, and why this 
community recognises 
it. 

There is also an en-
vironmental implication. 
If public meaning comes 
from craft and prove-
nance rather than sheer 
volume, carnival can be 
generous without be-
coming disposable. 
Reuse, repair and locally 

made materials are not necessarily modern restric-
tions on tradition. They can strengthen the very thing 
that makes the tradition worth seeing. 

This perspective also guards against a lazy use 
of the word potlatch. Northwest Coast ceremonial 
traditions deserve to be understood on their own 
terms. Comparison is valuable only when it clarifies 
both sides rather than pretending, they are the same. 

Mashramani converts preparation into public 
recognition, which is one of the oldest ways commu-
nities turn expenditure into status. 

Yours truly, 
Charles E. A. Lincoln IV

   Equality welcomes letters to 

the editor from all of our readers. If you have an issue you would like to air in 

public, or an opinion to offer, please submit your letter to the editor to Equali-

tygroup@rogers.com. 

   Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-

sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-

formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the 

Send us your letters

Hopefully, before you got to this page you met 

some of the candidates standing for municipal elec-

tions in Ontario who are of Caribbean heritage on 

earlier pages. 

They and other like-minded individuals have 

done their part by standing up to serve in what is 

often a thankless job. 

Now is the time for the rest of us to do our part 

and vote. 

We’re not suggesting that you vote for those fea-

tured in this paper because of their roots, but rather 

select those you think are best to serve your and your 

community’s interests. 

Historically, municipal elections have the lowest 

voter turn-out of all three elections we are asked to 

vote in over the course of four years. 

It is puzzling why this is so, because of all three, 

municipal is the one that impacts us the most, the one 

closest to where we live. 

It is City Hall -- whichever city you live in -- 

that dictates the things that matter most to you, from 

property taxes to garbage collection. It’s the level of 

government that maintains your road, oversees your 

transit and even make sure our communities are safe 

by ensuring we have proper policing. 

The provincial and federal governments are im-

portant, yes, but they are also further removed from 

us. 

We are more likely to meet and know our city 

councilors than our MPPs or MPs. 

It is the municipal election that gives us the op-

portunity to make that connection to the people who 

directly serve us -- people we can call or contact 

when we have any issue that directly affects us and 

our homes. 

Each councillor is a direct line to City Hall and 

the Mayor’s office. And each one has the weight be-

hind them to highlight our issues directly to the actual 

source of power -- the Mayor. 

Toronto sets the pace for almost all of the sur-

rounding municipalities, and it is therefore extremely 

important that we elect a Mayor who will handle that 

job in the best interests of the people. 

Though there are numerous candidates for 

Mayor of Toronto, two have emerged as the front run-

ners: the incumbent Olivia Chow, and her main chal-

lenger Brad Bradford. 

Both Chow and Bradford have outlined compet-

ing plans for Toronto, covering transit, housing, af-

fordability, public safety and employment. 

Chow’s pledges include capping TTC fares at 10 

rides a week, building 10,000 additional rental homes 

and creating 15,000 youth jobs. 

Bradford also focuses on improving transit times 

promising shovels in the ground for a new LRT in 

Scarborough by 2030 -- a part of Toronto that often 

gets overlooked by City Hall. 

He has also promised to eliminate the municipal 

land transfer tax on qualifying homes, cut water bills 

by 25 per cent and hire 1,000 additional frontline po-

lice officers. 

On the water issue, however, a number of voters 

seem to be alarmed over his plan to turn control over 

to the provincial government, which then opens it up 

to privatization -- which means the basic right of 

clean water in your taps could end up costing more. 

But we’re not here to judge, just inform. 

Chow is running on a four year record which 

saw property taxes rise by some 20%. But she has 

also managed to keep the city relatively safe without 

committing to over-policing, like her rival.  

The country’s diverse communities have a tough 

choice to make come Monday: go with the proven or 

the unknown. 

And that could apply to every race in every mu-

nicipality. 

This week, we’ve shown some of the choices out 

there, and we commend every person who has de-

cided to stand for election for making the tough deci-

sion to do so. 

Running municipalities in a country like Canada 

is no easy task. It’s the one that gets the most nega-

tive feedback, and by no measurement is it a cushy 

job. We applaud you for standing up for us. 

Now go out and vote. Let’s keep our homes and 

communities places we’d like to live and raise our 

families.
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Torontonians can now get free de-

sign for fourplex and sixplex buildings 

as Toronto aims to streamline the 

process of developing homes on al-

ready existing residential sites. 

The city of Toronto announced on 

Oct. 2 that it is extending its Pre-ap-

proved Building Plans Program with 

designs suitable for both narrow and 

wide lots. It will help speed up the 

process of designing multi-unit homes 

and increase housing development 

within the city. 

These designs come after the City 

of Toronto’s program for garden and 

laneway homes. They have been de-

signed keeping in mind aspects of ac-

cessibility, climate change, cost of 

construction, and buildability. Sustain-

able features, bicycle parking and 

garbage storage have also been kept in 

consideration while designing these 

buildings. These designs conform to 

Ontario Building Code. 

Fourplex buildings, which are 

buildings that include four units in one 

structure, are allowed in all parts of 

Toronto. Sixplex buildings that consist 

of six units are allowed only in certain 

zones, depending on the particular zon-

ing regulations. Building permits can 

be obtained by those property owners 

who meet zoning regulations related to 

their proposal.  

In 2023, Toronto permitted multi-

plex structures containing four units 

across Toronto within its policy of Ex-

panding Housing Options in Neigh-

bourhoods. This is aimed at providing 

more options for housing in neighbour-

hoods where housing was previously 

occupied by detached and semi-de-

tached houses. There has been permis-

sion for six-unit buildings in select 

regions, including portions of Toronto, 

East York, and Scarborough North. 

The city claims that pre-approved 

designs will allow homeowners to save 

time due to pre-designed construction. 

However, it should be noted that the 

designs do not exclude any require-

ments or the necessity of obtaining a 

building permit. 

It is necessary to hire an architect 

or another qualified person to modify 

the design according to the peculiari-

ties of the property. It is necessary to 

prepare drawings and documents for a 

building permit. In addition, every ap-

plication is analyzed in order to ensure 

that the project corresponds to the  

 

building codes and zoning bylaws. 

The designs have been made by 

the architectural firm that was competi-

tively chosen through a procurement 

process. Moreover, this project also 

works together with the Housing De-

sign Catalogue of Canada Mortgage 

and Housing Corporation, providing 

housing designs in order to assist with 

construction. 

Even with the availability of free 

plans, constructing a multiplex theater 

could still be financially difficult for 

those undertaking the task. The owner 

needs to look at the cost of construc-

tion, funding, professional fees, as well 

as whether the land is suitable for con-

struction of the building. Therefore, 

while lowering design costs may prove 

helpful to some homeowners, it does 

not ensure affordability and feasibility 

of the project. 

Multiplexes can be considered the 

attempt of the city of Toronto to in-

crease housing alternatives other than 

individual houses or large apartments 

buildings. It is possible to provide 

more housing without having to find a 

completely new development location. 

The strategy can give more 

choices to the homeowners to build 

rental units or independent dwellings 

for their families. However, depending  

 

on the amount of property owners 

willing to undertake such a project, it 

will help increase the number of 

dwellings on the residential lots.The 

city’s program does not guarantee that 

construction will be cheaper or faster in 

every case. Site conditions, construc-

tion costs, financing and the require-

ments of individual properties can still 

affect whether a project moves for-

ward.The new designs are available 

through the city’s Pre-Approved Build-

ing Plans Program. Homeowners can 

review the options and use the relevant 

plan when preparing a building permit 

application.Toronto’s latest initiative 

aims to reduce one barrier to small-

scale housing construction by making  

 

professional designs more accessi-

ble. Whether it leads to a significant in-

crease in new homes will depend on 

homeowners’ uptake and their ability 

to meet the remaining approval and 

construction requirements. 

Building more units on current 

residential lots may boost housing po-

tential without needing all the housing 

units to come from apartment build-

ings. Nonetheless, other issues to con-

sider include the impact of multiplexes 

on infrastructure, trees, transport, waste 

management, and schools. All these 

concerns will continue to be relevant as 

the city tries to build more housing in 

its neighborhoods.
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Fourplex, sixplex buildings to speed 
up housing development in Toronto

Fourplex and sixplex buildings will maximise available housing in existing spaces
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The first group of third-country na-

tionals (TCNs) from the United States ar-

rived in Jamaica on Tuesday, as the 

Government defended its agreement to 

facilitate their transit through the island 

and the Opposition People’s National 

Party (PNP) renewed calls for the full 

terms of the arrangement to be made 

public. 

The group arrived at Norman Man-

ley International Airport in Kingston and 

is being processed for 90-day landing 

status under the agreement between the 

Jamaican and US governments. 

The individuals will be housed by 

the International Organization for Migra-

tion (IOM), which is responsible for their 

care, accommodation and onward move-

ment to their countries of origin or other 

receiving countries. Jamaica’s role will 

be limited to receiving the individuals 

and transporting them to the IOM, the 

Government said. 

The arrival follows an announce-

ment on Monday by the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs and Foreign Trade and the 

Ministry of National Security and Peace 

that the first flight was expected shortly. 

The ministries said the two governments 

had finalised operating procedures gov-

erning the arrangement, including safe-

guards and parameters intended to ensure 

its implementation in a safe, orderly and 

lawful manner. The IOM had also agreed 

to provide support services. 

Under the arrangement, no more 

than 25 TCNs will be permitted to transit 

through Jamaica every two weeks. The 

memorandum of understanding also pro-

vides for the suspension of the pro-

gramme if 10 individuals apply for 

asylum in Jamaica or seek to remain in 

the country through other humanitarian 

processes. 

The Government has defended the 

agreement amid questions raised by Op-

position Spokesperson on National Secu-

rity Fitz Jackson, saying safeguards were 

negotiated with Jamaica’s interests and 

the welfare of its people in mind. 

“We have made every effort to ne-

gotiate this transit agreement with pro-

tection of Jamaica and the Jamaican 

people in mind — also in accordance 

with the principles of safe and orderly 

migration, consistent with domestic and 

international law,” the Government said. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Kamina 

Johnson Smith has maintained that Ja-

maica will not permit TCNs with crimi-

nal antecedents to enter under the pro-

gramme. The Government noted that 

some other countries had agreed to re-

ceive individuals with criminal back-

grounds, but said Jamaica would not do 

so. 

Johnson Smith has also said the 

arrangement would not be funded by the 

Jamaican Government. The IOM will 

provide care and accommodation while 

facilitating the individuals’ onward 

movement, with the aim of returning 

them to their countries of origin or trans-

ferring them to other receiving countries. 

The Government has also addressed 

questions about why the agreement has 

not been published, explaining that the 

United States had not agreed to its re-

lease. It said the lack of public disclosure 

was not due to anything prejudicial in the 

arrangement. 

However, the arrival of the first 

group has intensified the PNP’s calls for 

the agreement to be tabled in Parliament. 

In a statement on Tuesday, the Op-

position described the Government’s 

handling of the arrangement as unaccept-

able, arguing that Jamaicans should be 

able to examine the terms of an agree-

ment with implications for national secu-

rity, the country’s international 

obligations and its reputation. 

Jackson said the Government was 

asking Jamaicans to accept the arrange-

ment without providing sufficient details 

about how it would be implemented. 

He said Parliament should be in-

formed about where the individuals 

would be housed, the security arrange-

ments governing their stay and who 

would be responsible for monitoring 

them. 

The Opposition is also seeking clar-

ity on Jamaica’s potential legal liabilities, 

how cases would be handled if receiving 

countries refused to accept the individu-

als, and how security, health and logisti-

cal support would be managed. 

Opposition Spokesperson on For-

eign, Regional and Diaspora Affairs 

Donna Scott-Mottley said the public de-

served full transparency on an 

agreement of such signifi-

cance. 

The PNP said it supports 

safe and orderly migration 

and values Jamaica’s partner-

ship with the United States. 

However, it argued that the 

arrangement should not be 

implemented without parlia-

mentary scrutiny. 

The Government, mean-

while, has reiterated that the 

agreement includes safe-

guards to protect Jamaica.

First group of US third-country nationals 
arrives in Jamaica; Opposition alarmed
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UNDERLINING the importance of 

continued support for entrepreneurs be-

yond the start-up phase of a business, 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Com-

merce, Susan Rodrigues, said 75 per cent 

of businesses that have been monitored 

by the Small Business Bureau (SBB) 

over the last six years are still in opera-

tion. 

The government is working to bol-

ster small businesses, expand Guyana’s 

tourism industry and create economic 

activities outside the oil and gas sector, 

Rodrigues said, while appearing on the 

Starting Point podcast, which was aired 

on Sunday. 

Over the six years, the minister said 

more than 7,000 businesses were visited, 

which allowed the bureau to monitor 

their progress and see where more help 

was needed. 

She said small-business assistance 

was not only financial grants but also 

training, mentorship, follow-up support 

and advice on financial management, 

marketing, packaging, and accounting. 

The bureau also assists entrepre-

neurs in understanding business-compli-

ance requirements and national stan-

dards, particularly when preparing to 

enter larger markets and seeking export 

opportunities, Rodrigues said. 

The minister said that the SBB pro-

vided grants of one billion dollars to al-

most 4,000 small businesses between 

2020 and 2023. 

She also said that in the past six 

years, the bureau’s loan-guaranty pro-

gramme has provided the small-business 

community with some $1.6 billion in 

commercial financing to 177 small busi-

nesses. More than half of the beneficiar-

ies were women-owned businesses. 

From 2020 to 2026, the bureau reg-

istered 6,511 businesses and sponsored 

493 of them to participate in local, re-

gional, and international trade fairs and 

expos. 

Rodrigues said the initiatives are 

part of wider efforts to promote entrepre-

neurship and ensure that small busi-

nesses can contribute to Guyana’s 

economic development. 

Tourism-wise, Rodrigues said 

Guyana welcomed 453,489 visitor ar-

rivals in 2025, an increase of 22 per cent 

from 2024. 

She said she was optimistic that the 

country would surpass that number by 

2026, stressing the importance of mar-

keting Guyana internationally and giving 

visitors the chance to experience the 

country’s attractions. 

The minister recalled Guyana’s 

hosting of the Caribbean Tourism Orga-

nization’s State of the Tourism Industry 

Conference, which attracted over 300 

delegates, including representatives from 

20 international media outlets. 

The event provided an opportunity 

to market Guyana’s tourism product as 

well as to engage regional and interna-

tional stakeholders. Among the tourism-

related activities was a youth congress, 

part of a broader effort to engage young 

people in the industry. 

International exposure, big events, 

conferences, and festivals still matter to 

draw visitors, Rodrigues said. She also 

stressed the importance of a predictable 

calendar of events to assist visitors in 

planning their trips. 

Along with international promo-

tion, she pointed to the importance of en-

couraging Guyanese to travel around 

their country through domestic tourism, 

including community-based and sustain-

able tourism opportunities. 

There have been attempts to make 

domestic tourism more accessible. 

Rodrigues also spoke of efforts to 

improve access to tourism for Guyanese 

citizens and members of the diaspora. 

“After consultations, by February 

2026, about six major hotels had special 

rates for Guyanese citizens and [the] di-

aspora,” she said. 

The minister mentioned the dis-

counted tours on World Tourism Day 

and said that the packages that were sold 

at a 50 per cent discount were fully 

booked. But she did admit that domestic 

travel, especially air travel to hinterland 

destinations, is still a concern. 
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75% of Small Business Bureau-supported 
firms remain operational – Rodrigues

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Susan Rodrigues
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GUYANA’S drive to expand re-

newable energy has earned regional 

recognition, with the Guyana Utility 

Scale Solar Photovoltaic (GUYSOL) 

Programme winning the Best Clean En-

ergy Programme Award at the 2026 

Caribbean Renewable Energy Forum 

(CREF) Industry Awards in Panama. 

The programme, which has already 

delivered five solar farms adding 18 

megawatts-peak (MWp) of renewable 

energy capacity, is set to expand further 

with three additional solar facilities 

planned for Linden. 

According to a press release from 

the Ministry of Public Utilities and Avi-

ation, subject Minister Deodat Indar, 

and GUYSOL Programme Coordinator, 

Amir Dillawar, represented Guyana at 

the forum and received the award last 

week. 

The achievement highlights 

Guyana’s ongoing efforts to diversify its 

energy mix and advance its clean-en-

ergy transition under the Low Carbon 

Development Strategy (LCDS) 2030, 

championed by President, Dr Irfaan Ali 

and Vice-president Dr Bharrat Jagdeo. 

The GUYSOL Programme is exe-

cuted by Guyana Power and Light Inc. 

(GPL) and is financed through 

Guyana’s forest-climate earnings under 

its partnership with the Government of 

Norway. The funding is channelled 

through the Guyana REDD+ Invest-

ment Fund (GRIF), administered by the 

Inter-American Development Bank 

(IDB), with support from the Norwe-

gian Agency for Development Cooper-

ation (Norad). 

The programme builds on the 

Guyana–Norway climate partnership 

established in 2009, which helped lay 

the foundation for Guyana’s forest con-

servation and climate-financing initia-

tives. 

The country has been pressing 

ahead with plans to slash electricity 

costs by 50 per cent nationwide through 

a phased programme of solar installa-

tions and other renewable energy proj-

ects. 

Speaking at a recent press confer-

ence, President, Dr Irfaan Ali said the 

reduction was a key manifesto commit-

ment and confirmed that some commu-

nities are already benefiting from lower 

tariffs. 

He noted that areas such as Bartica 

and parts of Region One have seen ini-

tial cuts following the commissioning of 

solar farms and battery storage. 

“One of the things that we have 

committed to in the manifesto is the re-

duction in the cost of electricity, and we 

are fully committed to the reduction of 

that cost, and that is to bring it down by 

50 per cent for consumers across the 

country,” he had said, adding:- 

“We have started, especially in 

areas where we had the solar installation 

and where we had the battery back-up 

system. In those areas, we have been 

able to already announce phased reduc-

tion in the cost of electricity. Both in 

Bartica when I was there on the cabinet 

outreach, and I think in Region One, we 

have addressed the issue of a phased re-

duction. 

In Bartica, a 1.5-megawatt solar 

photovoltaic farm is now supplying 

power to the Region Seven community. 

This was an investment of more 

than $703 million, has resulted in an 

output of 6,148 drums of diesel, with 

electricity costs now being reduced by 

25 per cent. 

Dr Ali said similar assessments are 

under way for other communities 

equipped with renewable systems, in-

cluding solar projects in Region Two, 

Leguan and Wakenaam, as well as 

hydro‑powered Lethem. 

“I’ve committed to, in other areas, 

for example, in Region Two, where we 

have the solar system, and in Laguan 

and Wakenam, where we have that solar 

system to look also at the phased reduc-

tion there,” the Head of State had told 

reporters. 

“Lethem is also one community 

where we have the hydro… those analy-

ses are being conducted so that though 

the initial phased reduction, the tariff 

can be looked at in those communities. 

So, we are committed to this, and the 

consumers will definitely benefit,” he 

told reporters, while assuring consumers 

they would “benefit tremendously” as 

the programme expands. 

Guyana has rapidly expanded its 

energy infrastructure. Under its Low 

Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) 

the country has taken a transformative 

approach to energy that seeks to reduce 

reliance on imported fossil fuels, by di-

versifying energy sources and ensuring 

affordable, reliable energy access for all 

Guyanese. 

The aim is to integrate renewable 

resources such as solar, hydro, wind, 

biomass, and natural gas to meet grow-

ing energy demand, while keeping 

emissions low. 

Guyana’s push towards renewable  
energy wins top regional award

Minister of Public Utilities and Aviation, Deodat Indar and GUYSOL Programme Coordinator, Amir Dillawar, represented Guyana at the forum
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

Dressed in their finest evening 

gowns and tuxedos, guests gathered be-

neath the enchanting purple glow of a 

beautifully transformed ballroom as The 

Caribbean Children Foundation (TCCF) 

celebrated its 26th Anniversary Angel 

Gala on Saturday, October 10, 2026. 

The atmosphere was electric. From 

the warmth of familiar faces and the ex-

citement of new connections to the 

music, laughter and anticipation that 

filled the room, the evening embodied 

the very best of Caribbean hospitality. 

Yet behind the elegance and festivities 

was a purpose far greater than the cele-

bration itself. 

For 26 years, TCCF has helped over 

500 critically ill children from the 

Caribbean access specialized medical 

treatment, offering families hope when 

the care their children desperately need 

is beyond their reach. 

What makes this achievement par-

ticularly remarkable is that TCCF is led 

and operated entirely by volunteers. 

From organizing fundraising events and 

securing sponsorships to coordinating 

with medical partners and supporting 

families, dedicated individuals freely 

contribute their time, expertise and re-

sources to ensure that children in need 

have a chance at a healthier future. 

Their commitment has transformed 

a shared desire to help into a lasting hu-

manitarian legacy. 

This year's gala brought that mis-

sion to life through the story of Aida, a 

courageous 16-year-old from Antigua 

and Barbuda living with Ebstein's anom-

aly, a rare and complex congenital heart 

condition. Aida is scheduled to undergo 

her twelfth surgery at Toronto's Hospital 

for Sick Children (SickKids). 

A moving video introduced guests 

to Aida and her family, revealing the 

challenges of navigating a complex med-

ical journey and the extraordinary deter-

mination of parents who will do 

whatever it takes to help their child. 

In one of the evening's defining mo-

ments, Gala Chairperson Cindy Ross in-

vited Aida to stand, representing the 

more than 500 TCCF Angels whose lives 

the foundation has touched. Her parents 

and sister were then invited to rise, hon-

ouring the strength of families who re-

fuse to give up, even when the path 

forward seems uncertain. 

She then recognized the dedicated 

medical teams from SickKids and Gift of 

Life International, whose expertise and 

compassion make lifesaving treatment 

possible, before inviting the entire audi-

ence to rise in recognition of the generos-

ity and collective commitment that 

sustain TCCF's mission. 

The room erupted in heartfelt ap-

plause, creating a moving display of 

love, unity and support. It was a moment 

that gave human meaning to TCCF's 26 

years of service, reminding everyone that 

behind every child helped is a family 

whose hopes, struggles and dreams mat-

ter. 

Adding to the emotion of the 

evening, Aida and her mother performed 

Amazing Grace as a heartfelt expression 

of gratitude to the community whose 

generosity is helping make her medical 

care possible. 

A major highlight was the presenta-

tion of a $25,000 cheque to SickKids to-

ward Aida's treatment. This contribution 

reflects TCCF's longstanding commit-

ment to children's healthcare, with more 

than $750,000 donated to SickKids since 

the foundation's inception. 

(Equality News is a media sponsor 

of TCCF.)

A Night of Elegance, Hope and Celebration: 
TCCF Marks 26 Years of Changing Lives

Aida and her family at the TCCF gala



Veteran Guyanese politician, edu-

cator and Working People’s Alliance 

(WPA) co-founder Eusi Kwayana has 

died at the age of 101, the party an-

nounced in a joint statement with his 

family on Sunday. 

Known as the “Sage of Buxton,” 

Kwayana was a prominent figure in 

Guyana’s independence movement 

whose political and cultural activism 

spanned more than eight decades. 

The WPA described him as an 

elder, teacher and mentor who defended 

vulnerable people and remained com-

mitted to Guyana’s development 

throughout his life. 

“We give thanks for his life, his 

wisdom, his guidance and above all, his 

example,” the party said. 

The statement did not disclose the 

date, location or cause of his death. 

Born Sydney King, Kwayana was 

involved with the original People’s Pro-

gressive Party (PPP) before joining the 

People’s National Congress (PNC). He 

later co-founded the WPA in 1974. 

He served as a parliamentarian and 

Cabinet member in the PPP government 

formed in 1953, and held the positions 

of assistant general secretary of the PPP 

and general secretary of the PNC. He 

also edited the PNC newspaper New Na-

tion. 

Within the WPA, Kwayana served 

as an executive member and parliamen-

tarian, and played a leading editorial role 

in the party’s publications, Open Word 

and Dayclean. The party remembered 

him as an organiser and mobiliser whose 

integrity and independent thinking 

shaped his political work. 

Beyond party politics, Kwayana 

held several public-sector leadership po-

sitions between 1964 and 1971. These 

included heading the National Land Set-

tlement Committee and chairing the 

Guyana Marketing Corporation. He also 

chaired committees focused on cooper-

ative insurance and the transformation 

of the Guyana Cooperative Credit Soci-

ety into a cooperative bank. 

Kwayana was also a leading advo-

cate for African Guyanese cultural 

awareness. He co-founded the African 

Society for Racial Equality in 1961 and 

the African Society for Cultural Rela-

tions with Independent Africa (AS-

CRIA) in 1964. Both organisations 

promoted cultural awareness, pride and 

dignity among African Guyanese. 

He served as ASCRIA’s coordinat-

ing elder and adopted the name Eusi 

Kwayana, which the WPA said means 

“Black Man of Guyana” in Swahili. 

The party urged Guyanese to cele-

brate his life and contributions to the 

country. 

“Farewell African star, Guyanese 

treasure and Caribbean wise man,” it 

said.
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Kwayana dies at 101

Working People’s Alliance (WPA) co-founder Eusi Kwayana
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AT LEAST two Canadian airlines 

have expressed serious interest in intro-

ducing direct flights to Guyana, with 

the carriers already indicating possible 

commencement dates, Minister of Pub-

lic Utilities and Aviation Deodat Indar 

disclosed on Monday. 

Speaking at the Canada–Guyana 

Business Forum 2026, hosted by the 

Canada–Guyana Chamber of Com-

merce at the Atlantic Suites Hotel in 

Georgetown, Minister Indar revealed 

that discussions with several Canadian 

airlines have been progressing as the 

Government seeks to strengthen air 

connectivity and make Guyana more 

accessible to international investors, 

tourists and the diaspora. 

While declining to identify the air-

lines or disclose the proposed dates, the 

minister said the level of interest was 

encouraging. 

“At least two of them have said to 

me that they’re very interested in the 

market,” Indar said, adding that the op-

erators had provided dates when they 

expected to commence flights. 

He explained that improving direct 

air access remains a priority, particu-

larly as Guyana’s expanding economy 

continues to attract international busi-

nesses seeking opportunities in energy, 

infrastructure, manufacturing, and other 

sectors. 

Drawing on his experience in the 

private sector, Indar recalled leading a 

delegation of 11 Guyanese business 

representatives to Newfoundland and 

Labrador in 2017–2018 to examine 

Canada’s oil-and-gas industry and 

local-content framework. 

He said that although there was 

significant interest among Canadian 

businesses in Guyana’s emerging petro-

leum sector, lengthy travel arrange-

ments created challenges for 

prospective investors. 

Travellers from Newfoundland 

and Labrador, for example, frequently 

had to connect through Toronto before 

continuing to Georgetown, adding sev-

eral hours to their journeys. 

According to Indar, those arrange-

ments discouraged some businesses 

from travelling to Guyana, despite their 

interest in establishing commercial 

partnerships. 

“What is sense to have this won-

derful investment destination where no-

body can reach you?” the minister 

questioned. 

He stressed that expanding direct 

flights would help remove such barri-

ers, improve business mobility, and 

support the Government’s broader ef-

forts to position Guyana as a competi-

tive investment destination. 

The latest discussions build on on-

going efforts to attract additional inter-

national carriers to Guyana’s growing 

aviation market. 

In September, during the CAPA 

Airline Leader Summit Latin America 

& Caribbean in Panama City, Minister 

Indar publicly encouraged major re-

gional carriers, including LATAM Air-

lines and Arajet, to explore 

opportunities in Guyana. 

At that forum, he highlighted the 

country’s expanding economy, increas-

ing passenger traffic and growing de-

mand for air travel as reasons for 

international airlines to consider estab-

lishing new routes. 

Indar had also disclosed that the 

number of airlines serving Guyana in-

creased from four in 2020 to 16 in 

2026, reflecting the expansion of the 

country’s aviation sector. 

Air connectivity between Guyana 

and Canada has already improved, with 

Canadian carrier Air Transat launching 

direct services between Toronto and 

Georgetown in December 2025. 

Caribbean Airlines also introduced 

daily non-stop flights on the route in 

July 2026. 

The Government is simultane-

ously investing in airport infrastructure 

to accommodate increased passenger 

traffic and facilitate further expansion. 

Among the major projects is a sec-

ond terminal at the Cheddi Jagan Inter-

national Airport (CJIA), along with 

plans for new airport facilities in 

Berbice and Lethem. 

Indar also outlined plans to im-

prove approximately 60 hinterland 

airstrips, including 34 projects for 

which the tender process had closed and 

bids were under evaluation. 

Two Canadian airlines eye direct flights 
to Guyana – Minister Indar
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Trinidad and Tobago’s govern-

ment has presented a TT$63.3 billion 

budget for fiscal 2027, proposing a 

range of tax changes aimed at increas-

ing revenue, alongside measures to 

provide tax relief to pensioners and 

expand investment opportunities. 

Finance Minister Davendranath 

Tancoo presented the budget to Parlia-

ment on Monday, projecting revenue 

of TT$59.73 billion and expenditure 

of TT$63.37 billion, leaving a fiscal 

deficit of TT$3.64 billion, equivalent 

to 2.1% of gross domestic product 

(GDP). 

The budget assumes an oil price 

of US$77 per barrel and a natural gas 

price of US$5 per million British ther-

mal units. 

Among the proposed measures, 

the government plans to limit busi-

nesses’ use of carried-forward losses 

to 75% of chargeable profits in a given 

year, effective January 1, 2027. The 

measure is expected to generate 

TT$430 million. 

The government also proposes in-

creasing the unemployment levy on 

petroleum companies from 5% to 8% 

and raising withholding taxes on cer-

tain distributions to non-residents. 

Other measures include applying 

value-added tax to digital services sup-

plied by non-resident providers, effec-

tive March 1, 2027, and amending 

withholding tax rules for payments to 

overseas service providers. 

Meanwhile, the government plans 

to increase the annual personal al-

lowance for pensioners to TT$102,000 

from January 1, 2027, providing an es-

timated TT$11 million in tax relief. 

The budget also proposes a five-

cent-per-kilowatt-hour surcharge on 

residential electricity consumption ex-

ceeding 3,000 kilowatt-hours per 

billing period. The measure is ex-

pected to generate TT$17.8 million 

and help fund electricity subsidies for 

low-consumption households. 

In the financial sector, the gov-

ernment plans to introduce savings 

bonds in Trinidad and Tobago and US 

dollars, allowing individuals to invest 

in government securities in smaller 

amounts. 

Tancoo said the wider budget 

aims to attract investment, expand pro-

duction, create jobs and strengthen 

economic resilience. 

The budget debate is scheduled to 

begin Friday.

Trinidad and Tobago presents 
TT$63.3 billion budget

Finance Minister Devanand Tancoo

Guyana says ‘full force of law’ will apply 
after shooting involving opposition leader

The Guyanese government says 

the “full force of the law” will be ap-

plied following an incident involving 

Opposition Leader Azruddin Mohamed, 

who was arrested along with two other 

men after gunshots were reportedly 

fired near the home of a senior police 

officer. 

In a statement Tuesday, the gov-

ernment said Mohamed and the two 

men were allegedly filming the home of 

Senior Superintendent of Police Prem 

Narine on Barr Street in Kitty around 

midnight Monday. 

According to the statement, the 

men were traveling in a dark-colored 

car with heavily tinted windows when 

gunshots rang out from the vehicle. 

Spent shells were subsequently found 

on the road near Narine’s home, the 

government said. 

Narine reportedly opened fire on 

the car with his service handgun, trig-

gering a chase involving law enforce-

ment officers. The vehicle was 

intercepted, with Mohamed found in the 

back seat and the two other men in the 

front, according to the statement. 

An unlicensed firearm was al-

legedly found in the vehicle. The three 

men were arrested and remain in police 

custody, the government said. 

The government also linked the in-

cident to Mohamed’s ongoing extradi-

tion proceedings, in which Narine is a 

key witness. The senior police officer is 

currently testifying in the case at the 

Georgetown Magistrates’ Court. 

According to the government, Mo-

hamed’s Facebook page previously 

published photographs of Narine and 

his family, including his minor son, 

alongside President Irfaan Ali. The 

statement said Narine had told the court 

under oath that he feared for his life and 

his family’s safety. 

The government further said Nar-

ine had testified that Mohamed posed a 

threat to national security and was im-

plicated in several killings, based on in-

formation obtained by the Guyana Po-

lice Force. These remain claims attrib-

uted to the government’s statement. 

The government warned that the 

incident could have implications be-

yond Guyana, particularly for the safety 

of witnesses in the extradition proceed-

ings and any subsequent criminal trial 

in the United States. 

Mohamed’s extradition proceed-

ings in Guyana are preliminary to a po-

tential trial in the United States, where 

he could face criminal proceedings if 

extradited. 

“The State has a duty to protect its 

justice system from interference and 

perversions,” the government said, 

adding that witness safety was essential 

to the administration of justice. 

It said investigations by law en-

forcement agencies were ongoing and 

that the U.S. Department of Justice was 

being kept informed of the develop-

ments. 

The statement did not detail the 

specific charges, if any, laid against Mo-

hamed or the two other men in connec-

tion with Monday night’s incident.

Azruddin Mohamed makes a court appearance
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Norman MacLeod is your only choice of Councilor in 

Ward 13. In order that youth in Toronto be given a choice 

over gang activities, our Federal Government wants to 

pour money into Toronto, and Toronto Media Culture.  

I was made aware as per representative Patrick Pereira,  

staffer, Justin Trudeau's Liberal Government, Ministry of 

Culture.  

Liberal Government of Canada, is where Frank McKenna 

and Justin Trudeau still have a presence.   

Frank McKenna, one of our last Finance Ministers and a 

MacLeod family friend, trusts me, Norman MacLeod.  

Justin Trudeau former PMO, had his cottage across the 

North Miramichi from the Willy Irving, MacLeod camp. 

Justin trusts me.  

I am still the only man in Toronto Municipal Politics trusted federally and wanted in Toronto council,  as insur-

ance against spending Our People's money.  

I am trusted, because The Right Hournable Frank McKenna, Pierre Elliot and Justin Trudeau.   

Our youth having a choice and way out of gang activities, is my major concern in Toronto. This trust will 

allow money to flow and smooth out the frictions of an angry youth, and generate more money to Toronto.  

Well planned public washroom facilities are required, and will have a public talk back booth feature. This will 

also promote entertainment lifestyle, while affording opportunity to hold council accountable.  

 

Victory for People  

Elect Norman MacLeod Councilor Ward13 

Elect Norman McLeod as your 

Councilor in Ward 13

MacLeod
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4
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GUYANA’S President, Dr Irfaan 

Ali, has called for a “mature” discus-

sion on reparations that addresses the 

lasting development inequalities 

caused by slavery, saying the issue 

should not be treated as a demand for 

“payback” or charity. 

Speaking to ITV News presenter 

Robert Moore ahead of King Charles 

III’s visit to Guyana, Dr Ali said the 

King would be welcomed warmly, cit-

ing Guyanese hospitality and the 

monarch’s longstanding relationship 

with the country. 

“As a country, we will continue 

to champion the issue of reparation be-

cause slavery was the worst indignity 

to humankind,” Dr Ali said during the 

interview which was aired on Monday 

night. 

Asked about calls for an apology 

for Britain’s colonial past, Dr Ali said 

an apology would help create “an en-

vironment of having free-flowing dis-

cussions.” He cautioned, however, that 

an apology should not be seen as an 

end in itself. 

The president said reparations 

should not be based on assigning a 

monetary value to the injustice of slav-

ery. Instead, he argued, discussions 

should identify development gaps and 

inequalities resulting from the region’s 

history of exploitation and underdevel-

opment. 

“That is a very important ques-

tion that we need to settle in the con-

versation, not only about an apology, 

but how do we define reparation? 

Some would say it is through a valua-

tion system, but in my humble opin-

ion, you cannot ever value the type of 

injustice that took place, and you can 

never, you know, create a monetary 

mechanism to address that,” he said. 

Possible measures, he said, could 

include debt relief and new forms of 

concessional financing for education, 

healthcare and mental health, as well 

as climate adaptation and mitigation. 

“But what you can do is to iden-

tify the development gaps, the devel-

opment inequality, the 

underdevelopment that took place as a 

result of slavery,” he pointed out. 

Dr Ali rejected the suggestion 

that reparations amounted to “pay-

back,” saying: “This is not payback. It 

is not charity.” He called for a solution 

that recognises the suffering and con-

sequences of slavery while supporting 

a development model to address them. 

The interview also touched on the 

contrast between countries that, Dr Ali 

said, benefited materially from slavery 

and those left facing its long-term ef-

fects. He argued that the wealth gener-

ated through exploitation had helped 

some countries build systems better 

able to withstand economic shocks. 

“You who benefited tremen-

dously from the darkest days of human 

history, benefited materially and finan-

cially, are now telling me that you 

don’t have enough financing to match 

your needs,” the head of state quizzed. 

The visit by King Charles III will 

form part of Their Majesties’ Autumn 

Tour, which was announced by Buck-

ingham Palace back in August. 

The King’s visit will coincide 

with the commemoration of six 

decades of diplomatic relations be-

tween Guyana and the United King-

dom, which were formally established 

following Guyana’s attainment of in-

dependence in 1966. 

Further, the upcoming visit is ex-

pected to provide an opportunity for 

Guyana and the UK to highlight the 

longstanding ties between the two 

countries and reaffirm areas of co-op-

eration 

Back in January, President Ali 

met with King Charles III at Bucking-

ham Palace

President Ali says reparations are not a 
demand for payback or charity

King Charles with President Irfaan Ali in January

ARIMU Investments Inc., owner of the Aiden 

by Best Western hotel in Georgetown, has filed sep-

arate defamation lawsuits against Opposition Leader 

Azruddin Mohamed and his sister, Hana Khamelia 

Mohamed. 

The company is challenging Facebook state-

ments alleging that police resources were being used 

to provide round-the-clock security at the Robb 

Street property. 

In claims filed in the High Court on October 

19, the company is seeking more than $100 million 

in damages from Azruddin and more than $50 mil-

lion from Hana. 

Both claims also seek aggravated damages ex-

ceeding $50 million, alongside orders for the re-

moval of the disputed publications, apologies, and 

permanent injunctions against further defamatory 

statements. 

Arimu Investments, represented by attorneys 

Sase Gunraj and Jayaram Sanasie of Gunraj & Co., 

contended that the publications have damaged, or 

threaten to damage, its commercial reputation and 

goodwill, potentially affecting its relationships with 

customers, business associates, and prospective 

clients. 

In the claim against Azruddin, the company al-

leged that the statements suggested that the hotel’s 

beneficial ownership was concealed and that it was 

improperly benefiting from preferential treatment 

through the deployment of police officers and vehi-

cles. 

The company contended that the allegations 

could cause customers, commercial partners, and 

government agencies to question the propriety of its 

operations and its relationship with the government. 

The claim stated that Arimu Investments’ repu-

tation and goodwill are “valuable commercial as-

sets” that are “fundamental to its ability to attract 

and retain customers, maintain relationships with 

business associates, generate revenue and conduct 

its business successfully.” 

It further alleged that the statements were capa-

ble of causing serious injury to the company’s repu-

tation by casting doubt on the transparency of the 

hotel’s ownership and the integrity of its business 

operations. 

The company argued that the allegations con-

cerning the hotel’s ownership and alleged use of po-

lice resources could undermine confidence among 

existing and prospective customers, as well as com-

mercial partners. 

“The defamatory allegations directly concern 

the claimant’s beneficial ownership, the legitimacy 

and transparency of its ownership arrangements, the 

integrity of its shareholders, and the circumstances 

surrounding the presence of police personnel and 

police vehicles at the hotel operated under the name 

‘Aiden by Best Western’,” the claim stated. 

Arimu Investments further contended that the 

suggestion that its shareholders were merely nomi-

nal owners, while the true beneficial ownership re-

mained concealed, could cause members of the 

public and the commercial community to question 

the legitimacy of its business affairs. 

It also argued that the allegations of continuous 

police protection could create the impression that the 

company was improperly benefiting from state re-

sources, potentially affecting its standing with gov-

ernment agencies, customers, and business 

Hotel owners sue Mohameds for defamation
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Guyana’s Commission of Inquiry 

(COI) into the July 18 ferry disaster 

that left dozens dead has heard that the 

vessel’s emergency beacon was not 

registered, limiting authorities’ ability 

to identify it through registration 

records. 

Rickford Samaroo, director of the 

Air Navigation Services Department at 

the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority 

(GCAA), testified on Wednesday that 

the agency had no registration informa-

tion for the beacon aboard the MV 

Barima. 

“From our side, it wasn’t regis-

tered,” Samaroo said in response to 

questions from Trinidad and Tobago 

maritime law expert Nyree Alfonso. 

The disclosure came as the com-

mission examined how distress alerts 

were handled and how quickly authori-

ties became aware of the incident. 

Samaroo said distress alerts began 

arriving at 10:43 p.m. on July 18, but 

he did not learn of the incident until a 

call from the GCAA’s director general 

at about 1 a.m. on July 19. He said he 

was informed that a vessel might be in 

distress and that two aircraft had been 

authorized to investigate. 

Samaroo explained that staff were 

required to notify him immediately of 

distress signals involving aircraft, but 

there was no equivalent requirement 

for alerts involving vessels. 

He later contacted the airport con-

trol tower to advise that the aircraft had 

been cleared to proceed. During that 

conversation, he learned of the distress 

messages received from the United 

States. 

According to the briefing he re-

ceived from staff, the Maritime Admin-

istration Department, the Guyana 

Defence Force Coast Guard and the 

lighthouse were notified within five 

minutes of the alert being received. 

Tia Valenzuela, an aeronautical in-

formation service officer at the GCAA, 

told the commission that she was on 

duty at the control tower at Cheddi 

Jagan International Airport when she 

heard a continuous beeping at 10:43 

p.m. on July 18. She said she printed a 

related message. 

However, the absence of registra-

tion information meant she could not 

contact the vessel’s owner or other rel-

evant parties about the beacon. 

Samaroo said an unregistered bea-

con’s identification code could not be 

matched to records containing details 

about the vessel, its owner and emer-

gency contacts. 

The GCAA receives distress alerts 

through an arrangement with the 

United States Mission Control Center 

as part of the international satellite 

search and rescue system. Messages in-

clude the beacon’s identification code, 

the date and time of transmission, geo-

graphical coordinates and an indication 

of the location’s reliability. 

An Emergency Position-Indicat-

ing Radio Beacon (EPIRB) is designed 

to transmit distress signals during mar-

itime emergencies. Operating on the 

406 MHz frequency, it uses the inter-

national Cospas-Sarsat satellite system 

to help search and rescue authorities 

locate people in danger. 

Although an unregistered beacon 

can still transmit a distress signal and 

location information, the absence of 

registration records can make it more 

difficult for authorities to identify the 

vessel and contact people familiar with 

its movements. 

The MV Barima was traveling 

from Georgetown to Port Kaituma, a 

village in Guyana’s Barima-Waini re-

gion, when the incident occurred. 

The vessel was reportedly carry-

ing an estimated 179 passengers and 

crew when it sank. Authorities recov-

ered 72 bodies, rescued 76 people and 

reported 30 others unaccounted for. 

The figures have been disputed, with 

questions remaining about the number 

of people aboard. 

In the aftermath of the tragedy, the 

vessel’s captain, chief mate and a 

Goods Superintendent with the Trans-

port and Harbours Department were 

charged with murder. 

Retired acting Chancellor Carl 

Singh has also indicated that he would 

represent Public Works Minister 

Bishop Juan Edghill at the commis-

sion. 

The five-member inquiry is 

chaired by Belizean Justice Godfrey 

Phillip Smith and is tasked with estab-

lishing the circumstances surrounding 

the disaster. 

Its mandate includes examining 

the vessel’s loading and passenger 

boarding procedures, conditions aboard 

the ferry, the circumstances of its cap-

sizing and sinking, and the adequacy of 

search, rescue and recovery operations. 

The commission will also investi-

gate the vessel’s seaworthiness and 

maintenance history, the competence 

of its crew, and whether negligence, 

misconduct, dereliction of duty or 

other failures contributed to the disas-

ter. 

Samaroo is among approximately 

100 witnesses expected to testify be-

fore the commission, whose initial 

two-month timeline has been extended 

to six months. 

Meanwhile, media organizations 

have been invited to cover and record 

the daily hearings but will not be per-

mitted to broadcast them live. 

Commission Secretary Javed 

Shadick did not provide a reason for 

the decision.

Guyana ferry disaster inquiry hears 
emergency beacon was unregistered

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and 
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month! 

www.limemag.ca

The MV Barima — more than 100 people died
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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ARIES (March 21 — April 20): If you showcase your 

big brain on the work front today, you could find that someone 

above you on the career ladder gets annoyed and hits back at 

your opinions. Maybe they don’t like being told they are 

wrong, or maybe they think you are after their job! 

TAURUS (April 21 — May 21): The most important 

thing now is that you don’t take the bait if others criticize your 

efforts or make claims about you that are clearly not true. What 

they want, of course, is for you to overreact and, in doing so, 

make yourself look bad. Don’t fall for it. 

GEMINI (May 22 — June 21): You may be inclined to 

focus on the bigger picture and let other people take care of 

the details, but that could cause problems down the line. This 

is one of those days when the details must come first so you 

have something solid to build on. 

CANCER (June 22 — July 23): If you find yourself los-

ing patience with a friend or colleague who seems determined 

to focus on the negatives while ignoring all the positives, then 

do yourself a favour and put some distance between you. Their 

presence alone is an unwelcome distraction. 

LEO (July 24 — Aug. 23): Make sure those you work 

and do business with are on the same wavelength today. If that 

means explaining to them in words of three syllables or less 

why they were previously on the wrong track, then do so and 

don’t worry about hurting their feelings. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 — Sept. 23): You know that aspects 

of your lifestyle need to change, but you seem unable to decide 

what exactly that is going to mean on a practical level. What 

occurs over the next few days will point you in the right di-

rection. After that, it’s up to you. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 — Oct. 23): The Sun leaves your sign 

later this week, and when it does, it won’t be so easy to com-

plete a task that has been dragging on too long. So get your 

act together and focus on it to the exclusion of everything else. 

It could be now or never. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 — Nov. 22): Don’t worry too much 

if a goal you have been working towards is taking longer to 

reach than you expected. In fact, forget about it for the next 

few days and pick it up again when the Sun moves into your 

sign on Friday. You will get there eventually. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 — Dec. 21): Make it your 

number one objective today and for the rest of the week to turn 

on the charm and win over people who might otherwise have 

been against you. You’re not actually that far apart in your be-

liefs and opinions — you just need to talk more. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 — Jan. 20): If there is some-

thing important you want to get done on the work front, then 

pull out all the stops over the next few days and make it hap-

pen. People in positions of power will look favourably on you 

if you are passionate about what you are doing. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 — Feb. 19): The next few days 

could be critical for your long-term plans, so put everything 

of a minor nature on hold for a while and focus exclusively on 

your aims and ambitions. The better you prepare now, the more 

likely it is you will succeed in the future. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 — Mar. 20): What happens today will 

make it painfully clear that something you have been worrying 

about for the past few weeks is really of no importance at all. 

Once you recognize that fact, you will free up the energy 

needed to change your life for the better.

Why Elon Musk is taking on India's 
richest man over Starlink

Our  
advertising works! 
Try a low cost ad in 

Equality News and reap 
the benefits of the only 

print weekly newspaper. 

Elon Musk (right) has accused the Ambanis of blocking Starlink's entry into India

Elon Musk has questioned whether billionaire 

Mukesh Ambani is the "real boss of India" as his 

satellite internet company Starlink struggles to se-

cure final approval to launch in the country. 

The remark came a day after Musk accused 

unnamed powerful business interests of trying to 

block Starlink's entry into India. He then singled 

out Ambani, whose Reliance conglomerate owns 

Jio, India's biggest mobile network operator. 

India has rejected Musk's allegations, saying 

its satellite communications rules are fair and non-

discriminatory. 

Ambani and Reliance Group have not re-

sponded to Musk's remarks. The BBC has reached 

out to them for comment 

The row comes as competition grows in 

India's satellite internet market, with Reliance Jio 

and Bharti Airtel also preparing to launch services. 

The rivalry is complicated by the fact that 

Starlink has also partnered with Ambani's Reliance 

Jio and Bharti Airtel. 

In March 2025, both companies signed agree-

ments with SpaceX to distribute Starlink equip-

ment and services in India, subject to government 

approval. The companies also said they could ex-

plore sharing network infrastructure.  

Musk first made the allegations on Wednes-

day, accusing "certain oligarchs" of maintaining a 

"monopolistic chokehold" on Indian consumers. 

"You can guess who they are," he wrote on X, 

adding that blocking Starlink was "a crime against 

the people of India". 

On Thursday, India's Ministry of Communi-

cations responded, saying that three operators - 

Starlink, Eutelsat OneWeb and Jio Satellite Com-

munications - were at broadly the same stage of 

the approval process, with all three awaiting secu-

rity clearances and spectrum allocation before they 

can launch commercial services. 

"The suggestion that the framework or its ap-

plication is unfair or discriminatory is baseless and 

misconceived," the ministry said, without naming 

Musk directly. 

Musk continued to question the delay, saying 

Starlink was already licensed in more than 165 

countries. 

"Starlink is licensed in over 165 countries and 

has spent five years complying with every single 

law and requirement of the government of India, 

so why still no license? Is Ambani the real boss of 

India?" he wrote on X on Thursday. 

Starlink, owned by Musk's SpaceX, uses 

satellites in low Earth orbit to provide internet ac-

cess, particularly in remote areas where mobile 

networks and broadband cables are difficult or ex-

pensive to install. 

The company has been trying to enter India 

since 2021 and has secured key licences. But it still 

needs final security clearances and spectrum allo-

cation before it can begin commercial services. 

Wednesday's row unfolded as senior execu-

tives from Starlink, Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel 

gathered at the India Mobile Congress in Delhi, 

where all three companies discussed their plans for 

satellite internet services. 

Speaking at the event, Akash Ambani, chair-

man of Reliance Jio Infocomm and Mukesh Am-

bani's son, said the company was developing its 

own satellite communications technology and 

working towards regulatory approvals. 

Asked by a reporter about Musk's allegations, 

Akash declined to comment and only said, "We 

want to be heads down and deliver value to our In-

dian consumers." 

Bharti Airtel chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal 

said his company's satellite venture was also await-

ing government approvals. 

SpaceX executive Lauren Dreyer, who over-

sees Starlink's business operations, said the com-

pany had spent years working with Indian 

regulators and had built security controls into its 

network to meet the country's requirements. 
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The Trinidad and Tobago Govern-

ment plans to restart the Petrotrin oil re-

finery at Pointe-a-Pierre, which was shut 

down in November 2018 amid mounting 

debt and operational losses. 

Finance Minister Davendranath 

Tancoo announced the plans on Monday 

as he presented the TT$63.3 billion na-

tional budget to Parliament, saying the 

Government was evaluating proposals 

from local and international investors to 

facilitate the refinery’s phased restart. 

“We will restart the refinery. We are 

advancing the phased restart of the 

Guaracara Refinery at Pointe-a-Pierre,” 

Tancoo said. 

He said the Government had re-

ceived a comprehensive report from the 

Refinery Restart Committee and was as-

sessing proposals from a shortlist of po-

tential investors. 

“Let me be clear, we will approach 

the restart of this national asset with fis-

cal discipline. Our objective is to secure 

a credible, commercially viable and fully 

financed arrangement that protects the 

national interest while creating the con-

ditions for renewed economic activity,” 

he said. 

The refinery, which had operated 

for more than a century, was closed by 

the administration of former prime min-

ister Keith Rowley on November 30, 

2018. The previous government said 

Petrotrin had accumulated an estimated 

TT$12 billion in debt and recorded 

losses of approximately TT$8 billion 

over five years. 

Tancoo said the closure had af-

fected thousands of people in communi-

ties stretching from Couva to Cedros, 

including contractors and small busi-

nesses that depended on the refinery for 

their livelihoods. 

“This is about reinstating the very 

lifeline to communities, downstream 

contractors, micro-enterprises, doubles 

vendors, roti shops, etc. Thousands of 

residents in communities from Couva to 

Cedros were suddenly left traumatised 

by a loss of income to meet the needs of 

their family since 2018,” he said. 

He added that the closure had also 

changed the country’s position in the re-

fined petroleum market. 

“When the refinery was shut down, 

the country moved from being a net ex-

porter of refined products to having to 

import every single litre of diesel, of 

gasoline, of pitch oil and of engine oil 

used in this country,” Tancoo said. 

The finance minister identified en-

ergy as the foundation of Trinidad and 

Tobago’s economy, noting that more 

than 70 per cent of the country’s foreign 

exchange earnings come from energy 

commodity exports. 

He said the Government was also 

working to address declining natural gas 

production, which has affected liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) and petrochemical 

output. 

Tancoo blamed the previous admin-

istration for relying heavily on the pro-

posed Dragon gas field in Venezuelan 

waters while failing to reverse declining 

gas production. 

He said natural gas supply stood at 

2.4 billion cubic feet per day, represent-

ing a 45 per cent decline in output that 

had contributed to the permanent closure 

of Atlantic LNG Train 1 and several 

petrochemical plants. 

“Today the Point Lisas Estate is al-

most a ghost town and even those plants 

still operating are producing signifi-

cantly below capacity. They have devas-

tated our energy security, but we are 

fixing it,” he said. 

Tancoo said restoring natural gas 

supplies was the Government’s first pri-

ority. To accelerate investment, the ad-

ministration has established an Energy 

Accelerator Hub within the Ministry of 

Energy and Energy Industries to stream-

line regulatory and administrative ap-

provals for major projects. 

The hub brings together 33 separate 

approvals across eight ministries and 

agencies, a move the Government ex-

pects to reduce delays and speed up pro-

duction.  

Tancoo highlighted several projects 

expected to boost natural gas supplies 

over the coming years, including devel-

opments by bpTT and EOG Resources. 

He said EOG’s Mento development had 

achieved first gas and reached peak pro-

duction of 281.58 million standard cubic 

feet per day in June 2026. 

Other projects expected to con-

tribute new supplies include bpTT’s Gin-

ger development, Mahogany A Extended 

Field, Juniper Phase II, Coconut, 

Aphrodite and Manatee Plus, with sev-

eral targeting first gas in 2027. 

The Government is also pursuing 

additional exploration and development 

opportunities, including cross-border 

and deepwater gas resources. Tancoo 

said bpTT had secured an exploration 

and production licence for Loran Phase 

II, which could help the country mone-

tise more than four trillion cubic feet of 

natural gas from regional and cross-bor-

der fields. 

He also cited bpTT’s proposed ac-

quisition of Woodside’s 70 per cent stake 

in the Calypso gas field, which is ex-

pected to close by the end of 2026. 

Beyond natural gas, Tancoo said the 

Government was pursuing investment in 

oil exploration and production, including 

a potential US$21 billion investment in-

volving ExxonMobil. 

He said ExxonMobil had completed 

a three-dimensional seismic acquisition 

programme in an ultradeepwater block, 

with analysis underway to identify po-

tential drilling targets. Other interna-

tional companies, including Chevron and 

Occidental Petroleum, have also ex-

pressed interest in Trinidad and Tobago’s 

energy sector, he added.  

Upstream capital expenditure is es-

timated to exceed US$2 billion in 2026, 

with investments projected to rise to 

US$2.3 billion in 2027 and US$2.6 bil-

lion in 2028 before reaching US$1.4 bil-

lion in 2029, according to Tancoo. 

The Government is also encourag-

ing smaller local and foreign operators 

to develop marginal oil reserves while 

state-owned Heritage Petroleum Com-

pany Limited continues drilling and 

workover programmes in producing 

fields, including East Soldado and South 

West Soldado. 

Tancoo said the investments were 

intended to strengthen the country’s en-

ergy sector, improve production and re-

store economic activity in communities 

affected by the downturn.

Trinidad and Tobago plans phased 
restart of Petrotrin refinery

The Petrotrin Oil Refinery



The United States has announced 

more than US$340 million in funding 

for Caribbean and Central American 

initiatives focused on digital connectiv-

ity, healthcare and regional security. 

The funding was announced dur-

ing the U.S.-Caribbean Dialogue hosted 

by Deputy Secretary of State Christo-

pher Landau at the Department of State 

on Oct. 15. The meeting brought to-

gether high-level delegations from 15 

Caribbean countries and the Dominican 

Republic to discuss shared economic, 

energy and security priorities. 

The largest allocation is US$175.8 

million for the Caribbean and Central 

America Undersea Cables Program, 

which aims to expand high-speed un-

dersea cable connectivity and 

strengthen the resilience of digital con-

nections across the region. 

The State Department also an-

nounced US$103 million in funding 

through the Caribbean Basin Security 

Initiative (CBSI) to strengthen regional 

security and protect critical infrastruc-

ture. 

Of that amount, US$37 million 

will support efforts to secure critical 

digital infrastructure and ports and 

combat illegal, unreported and unregu-

lated fishing. Another US$66 million 

will strengthen Caribbean countries’ ca-

pacity to counter transnational criminal 

organizations and secure regional bor-

ders. The latter allocation includes 

US$55 million in International Nar-

cotics Control and Law Enforcement 

assistance and US$11 million in For-

eign Military Financing. 

The United States also intends to 

provide US$61.5 million through the 

Americas Strategic Partnership for In-

dependent Regional Healthcare Excel-

lence (ASPIRE), working with 

Congress to help Caribbean govern-

ments develop self-sufficient healthcare 

workforces. 

According to the State Depart-

ment, the initiative will support the eth-

ical and transparent recruitment of 

health professionals, with fair compen-

sation going directly to workers. 

The announcements formed part 

of broader discussions on energy secu-

rity, economic growth, disaster re-

sponse, health cooperation and efforts 

to disrupt illicit narcotics and firearms 

trafficking. 

Alongside the funding announce-

ments, the State Department said it 

would host a Caribbean Investment 

Summit in early 2027 to connect U.S. 

companies, financiers and government 

finance agencies with Caribbean part-

ners. The summit is intended to help 

advance commercial projects in open 

and competitive markets. 

The dialogue also explored oppor-

tunities for investment in energy, criti-

cal minerals, ports and digital 

infrastructure, with participants meet-

ing American business leaders to dis-

cuss projects intended to generate jobs 

and economic growth in the United 

States and the Caribbean. 

The United States also plans to 

work with Caribbean security ministers 

and the CARICOM Implementation 

Agency for Crime and Security (IM-

PACS) to convene the next Caribbean 

Basin Security Initiative Security Min-

isterial in spring 2027.
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Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minis-

ter Gaston Browne says his government 

will continue to defend the country’s re-

lationship with China despite any conse-

quences, describing Beijing as its most 

important development partner. 

Speaking Thursday at the handover 

ceremony for the Chinese-funded Peli-

can Court housing development, 

Browne urged Antiguans and Barbudans 

to defend the bilateral relationship in in-

ternational forums and strengthen ties 

despite geopolitical pressure. 

“There is no other country that has 

contributed more to our development 

than the People’s Republic of China dur-

ing the last three decades,” Browne said. 

He said Chinese assistance over the 

past 30 years had helped the twin-island 

nation develop its economic and social 

infrastructure and improve living condi-

tions, adding that the country owed Bei-

jing lasting gratitude for its support. 

Browne said the partnership should 

continue even when defending it carried 

consequences. 

“So let us continue to march on 

with China as our most important devel-

opment partner,” he said. 

His remarks came as officials 

marked the handover of Pelican Court, 

an EC$50 million housing development 

financed through a Chinese grant. The 

project comprises 150 two-bedroom 

homes and forms part of the redevelop-

ment of Booby Alley in the Point com-

munity. 

Browne described the development 

as China’s most socially impactful proj-

ect in Antigua and Barbuda to date, cit-

ing its potential to improve conditions 

for vulnerable residents. 

He thanked the Chinese govern-

ment on behalf of prospective residents 

and the wider country, saying the project 

reflected his administration’s commit-

ment to improving living standards, in-

cluding for the poorest members of 

society. 

Browne said the redevelopment in-

volved more than new buildings and cli-

mate-resilient construction, emphasizing 

that its ultimate purpose was to improve 

the quality of life of the people who 

would live there. 

Antigua and Barbuda PM calls Beijing 
country’s top development partner

US announces more than $340 million in funding for region

Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne

Christopher Landau
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Puerto Rico Gov. Jenniffer 

González has signed a resolution for-

mally requesting that U.S. President 

Donald Trump and Congress admit the 

Caribbean territory as the country's 51st 

state. 

González signed House Joint Reso-

lution 391 on Friday, saying the measure 

fulfills her administration's commitment 

to prioritize statehood and reflects the 

wishes of Puerto Ricans expressed in 

previous nonbinding referendums. 

“With this signing, we fulfill the 

commitment of our government program 

to prioritise statehood and honour the 

will of our people expressed at the ballot 

box,” González said. 

The governor, who leads the pro-

statehood New Progressive Party (NPP), 

said the resolution establishes an official 

request by the Puerto Rican government 

for admission to the United States on 

equal terms with existing states. 

She said previous efforts had fo-

cused on communicating the results of 

plebiscites to Washington rather than for-

mally requesting admission through leg-

islation. 

“Within the framework of the 250th 

anniversary of the founding of the 

United States, we take our request for 

full equality to those who have the power 

to act,” González said. 

“We will continue working in 

Puerto Rico and Washington to advance 

it.” 

Puerto Rico has been a U.S. terri-

tory since 1898, when it came under 

American control following the Spanish-

American War. Its political status re-

mains a longstanding source of division 

on the island. 

While González's NPP advocates 

statehood, the opposition Popular Dem-

ocratic Party supports maintaining 

Puerto Rico's commonwealth relation-

ship with the United States. The Puerto 

Rican Independence Party, meanwhile, 

advocates independence. 

González, accompanied by govern-

ment officials and NPP lawmakers, 

maintained that the resolution reflected 

the will of the people despite continued 

opposition to statehood. 

“This is the time to define our-

selves. The time for decolonisation has 

arrived,” she said. 

Puerto Ricans have been U.S. citi-

zens since 1917 and have served in the 

country's armed forces and contributed 

to its development, González said. 

“It is now up to Congress to heed 

that will and exercise its constitutional 

authority to admit Puerto Rico as a state 

of the Union,” she added. 

Puerto Rico has held several non-

binding referendums on its political sta-

tus, but Congress has not approved leg-

islation establishing a binding process to 

determine the territory's future. Previous 

congressional proposals have considered 

statehood, independence and sovereignty 

through free association as possible op-

tions. 

The latest resolution specifically 

seeks statehood, leaving the decision in 

the hands of Congress, which has the 

constitutional authority to admit new 

states. The resolution does not itself 

change Puerto Rico's political status, and 

the Trump administration has not an-

nounced a position on the latest request.

The actual 51st state: Puerto Rico 
formally asks for statehood

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

The Bahamas government is 

monitoring a reported cluster of 

COVID-19 cases in Grand Bahama 

after 20 people tested positive follow-

ing a church retreat held from Oct. 8 

to 11. 

The Ministry of Health and Well-

ness said 112 people participated in 

the retreat, with all 20 positive cases 

identified through rapid testing. 

Of those who tested positive, 14 

were residents of Grand Bahama, 

while the remaining six were from 

New Providence. 

One of the 14 Grand Bahama res-

idents has been admitted to Rand Me-

morial Hospital and is listed in stable 

condition, the ministry said. 

The ministry said it was “closely 

monitoring a reported cluster of 

COVID-19 cases in Grand Bahama” 

and urged residents to follow estab-

lished prevention measures. 

These include staying up to date 

on COVID-19 vaccinations, washing 

hands frequently with soap and water, 

using alcohol-based hand sanitizer, 

improving indoor ventilation and 

wearing a well-fitted mask when ap-

propriate. 

The ministry also advised people 

who are sick to stay home, cover 

coughs and sneezes, and take precau-

tions when around older relatives and 

others at increased risk of severe ill-

ness. 

COVID-19 symptoms can in-

clude fever or chills, coughing, sore 

throat, congestion, fatigue, body 

aches, headaches, loss of taste or 

smell, shortness of breath, nausea, 

vomiting and diarrhea. 

Symptoms can range from mild 

to severe, and some infected people 

may experience few or no symptoms 

while still transmitting the virus, the 

ministry said. 

Residents were urged to seek 

emergency medical attention for se-

vere or rapidly worsening symptoms, 

including difficulty breathing, persist-

ent chest pain or pressure, new confu-

sion or an inability to stay awake, and 

pale, gray or blue lips. 

The ministry also encouraged the 

public to rely on information issued by 

the Ministry of Health and Wellness 

and other official sources. 

The reported cluster comes as 

COVID-19 deaths in The Bahamas re-

main far below the levels recorded 

during earlier waves of the pandemic, 

particularly in 2021.  

However, the government has not 

indicated whether the latest cases have 

been linked to a particular variant of 

the virus.

Bahamas monitors COVID-19 cluster in Grand Bahama 

Puerto Rico Governor Jenniffer González
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Former Jamaica Attorney General 

A.J. Nicholson has urged judges of the 

Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) to re-

solve their differences privately and pro-

fessionally, warning that public disputes 

and leaks of confidential correspon-

dence undermine the vision behind the 

regional court. 

In an open letter to the Trinidad-

based court’s judges, Nicholson said 

public disagreements among members 

of the judiciary were never intended to 

become a feature of the CCJ, which was 

established to serve as the Caribbean’s 

final appellate court and promote re-

gional justice. 

“To cut to the chase, it was never at 

any time a part of any thinking in those 

deliberations or reports to the meetings 

of heads of government that the CCJ 

was being created to provide its judges 

with a platform for public bickering,” he 

wrote. 

Nicholson said disagreements 

among judges should be resolved in a 

mature and empathetic manner, drawing 

on their experience in handling complex 

and contentious legal matters. 

“There was never even the slightest 

thought that personality issues that 

would normally arise between or among 

the judges, hardly combatants, would 

not be approached and resolved in ma-

ture, empathetic fashion by experienced 

judicial minds,” he added. 

His intervention comes amid alle-

gations of internal tensions at the court, 

including claims of administrative over-

reach and concerns about judicial panel 

assignments. The controversy intensi-

fied after the Trinidad and Tobago Sun-

day Express published emails it said 

were leaked from internal court corre-

spondence. 

In August, CCJ President Justice 

Winston Anderson rejected allegations 

that judicial panels had been altered to 

influence case outcomes. He said a de-

cision to remove a judge from a panel 

was based on concerns about judicial at-

tire rather than the judge’s views on a 

case. 

Anderson also condemned the 

unauthorised disclosure of confidential 

court communications, warning that 

such leaks could undermine judicial in-

dependence and public confidence. 

While defending robust disagreements 

as part of normal appellate court delib-

erations, he acknowledged that some 

matters could have been handled differ-

ently. 

The Regional Judicial and Legal 

Services Commission has since said a 

transparent and independent review 

would be undertaken into the allega-

tions. 

More recently, the Sunday Express 

reported that CCJ Justice Peter Jamadar 

had accused Anderson of administrative 

overreach following an investigation in-

volving Jamadar’s administrative offi-

cer, identified as Ms Simmons-Peters. 

According to the newspaper, Ja-

madar alleged that the officer was ques-

tioned about her outside activities during 

an inquiry into a media leak and warned 

that she could face up to two years in 

prison under Trinidad and Tobago’s 

Computer Misuse Act. The report also 

said her files and communications were 

scrutinised. 

In a six-page email reportedly sent 

to Anderson and fellow judges on Sep-

tember 4, Jamadar described the episode 

as an “abuse of power” and questioned 

Anderson’s oversight of an inquiry in-

volving his staff’s conduct. 

The Sunday Express also reported 

that Justice Rajnauth-Lee received a 

similarly worded email in connection 

with the investigation, which was led 

by the court’s IT manager, identified as 

Mr Burgess. 

Nicholson did not address each of 

the allegations individually in his letter 

but stressed the importance of protect-

ing judges from political and other ex-

ternal pressures while maintaining a 

professional working environment. 

“There was deep concern that the 

working environment for the judges 

should be accommodating, with pro-

tective guardrails provided to insulate 

them from political and other powerful 

kinds of pressure,” he wrote. 

Nicholson, who also served as Ja-

maica’s foreign affairs minister, was in-

volved in the preparatory work that led 

to the establishment of the CCJ. He 

served as deputy to former Barbados 

Chief Justice Sir David Simmons and 

Prime Minister Mia Mottley when they 

chaired the Preparatory Committee for 

the Establishment of the Caribbean 

Court of Justice. 

He said he was responsible for up-

dating meetings of Caribbean Commu-

nity (Caricom) heads of government on 

the committee’s deliberations, which 

were overseen by then St. Lucia Prime 

Minister Dr. Kenny Anthony, who held 

responsibility for justice matters. 

Nicholson said Jamaica’s failure to 

fully accede to the CCJ had left him par-

ticularly conscious of the court’s found-

ing vision and the principles that guided 

its creation. 

He praised the arrangements estab-

lished for appointing judges and financ-

ing the court, saying they had earned 

international recognition, and argued 

that the region’s confidence in its own 

legal expertise had been justified by the 

court’s achievements. 

During its formative years, he said, 

the CCJ also had to counter claims that 

it was being established as a “hanging 

court” — a reference to concerns about 

its potential role in death penalty cases. 

Nicholson urges CCJ judges to shun ‘public 
bickering’ amid internal tensions

AJ Nicholson
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Jamaica Prime Minister Dr. Andrew 

Holness has ordered the security forces 

to intensify targeted operations against 

criminal gangs and their supporters fol-

lowing a deadly gunfight in Five Miles, 

near Sligoville in St. Catherine, that left 

two policemen and three civilians dead 

and a 10-year-old girl injured. 

Holness, who returned to Jamaica 

on Saturday from a trip to New York, 

was briefed by Police Commissioner Dr. 

Kevin Blake on the incident, which un-

folded on Friday and involved an hours-

long standoff between police and armed 

men. 

The deceased police officers have 

been identified as Corporal Trevoy Shaw 

and Constable Devoney Rose. The three 

civilians killed were identified as Errol 

Hussey, his son, Malique Hussey, and his 

nephew, Javoun Cogle. 

Three male suspects were fatally 

shot during the confrontation. A 10-year-

old girl was wounded, while other civil-

ians inside the house reportedly escaped 

unharmed. 

Holness described the attack on the 

police officers as an act of “calculated 

brutality” and “sheer evil,” saying pre-

liminary accounts pointed to a coordi-

nated effort by the gunmen to ambush 

the security forces. 

According to the prime minister, the 

emerging accounts suggest that the gun-

men used misdirection and diversionary 

gunfire before turning their weapons on 

officers who moved forward to retrieve 

a child reportedly being held hostage in-

side the house. 

He said reports of possible pre-

arranged transportation and support for 

the gunmen must also be thoroughly in-

vestigated. 

“We must uncover and dismantle 

every person, every network, every re-

source, every facilitator who enabled this 

violence,” Holness said. 

He urged the Jamaica Constabulary 

Force (JCF) and the Jamaica Defence 

Force (JDF) to use the full force of the 

law to dismantle criminal networks, em-

phasizing that those responsible for or-

ganized violence must be identified, 

disarmed, arrested and prosecuted. 

Rejecting portrayals of gunmen as 

protectors of their communities, Holness 

said poverty, exclusion and social injus-

tice could not justify criminal violence. 

“They are not protectors; they are 

not justified by poverty, exclusion, or so-

cial injustice. They are not freedom 

fighters, they are not Robin Hoods, they 

are not rebels or misunderstood victims. 

They are parasites and pestilence upon 

our society,” he said. 

The prime minister said the re-

ported willingness of the gunmen to use 

members of their own household as 

human shields was particularly disturb-

ing. 

He also condemned those who shel-

ter, finance or arm criminal groups, as 

well as those who glorify gunmen and il-

legal firearms. 

“There can be no moral equiva-

lency. There can be no romanticising of 

guns; no glorifying of gunmen; and no 

tolerance for those who shelter finance, 

arm, and celebrate them,” Holness said. 

He offered condolences to the fam-

ilies of the slain officers and civilians, 

expressed hope for the injured girl's full 

recovery, and said the incident under-

scored the need for Jamaica to remain 

vigilant against organized criminal vio-

lence. 

Holness said the attack had shaken 

members of the security forces but had 

not weakened their resolve. He directed 

Blake to accelerate planned operations 

against gang leaders and other suspected 

criminals already being pursued through 

intelligence-led investigations. 

“Bring them forward. Intensify it,” 

the prime minister said, adding that the 

government would discuss any addi-

tional resources needed to support the 

operations. 

He warned that the incident pointed 

to a level of criminal organization that 

posed a threat to national security and 

said the response must be firm while 

maintaining the rule of law. 

The National Security Council is 

scheduled to hold its regular monthly 

meeting this week, when the situation is 

expected to be reviewed. 

Holness said the Five Miles inci-

dent must serve as a turning point in the 

country's response to organized crime, 

arguing that the authorities must con-

front the threat directly without abandon-

ing the principles of a civil society. 

“And we must meet them head on. 

We must meet them head on and main-

tain our civility and the rule of law,” he 

said. 

He ended his remarks with a warn-

ing to gunmen: “Tek weh unnuself!”

Tek weh unnuself!’ Holness warns 
gunmen after deadly shootout
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West Indies endured a difficult 

start to their International Masters 

Cricket (IMC) Over-40s World Cup 

campaign, suffering an 88-run defeat to 

Australia in Saturday’s opening match 

at Providence National Stadium. 

Australia’s 266 for five from 45 

overs proved beyond the reach of the 

hosts, whose batting faltered under 

pressure before they were dismissed for 

178 in 40.1 overs. Australian captain 

Steve Paulsen delivered the decisive 

blow, claiming five wickets to lead his 

side to a commanding victory. 

Opener Ryan Broad anchored the 

Australian innings with 58 from 76 

balls, laying the foundation for a com-

petitive total alongside Glen Battic-

ciotto, who contributed 48. 

The pair put on 94 runs for the 

first wicket in 19 overs before Broad 

was stumped by Denesh Ramdin off 

Imran Khan’s bowling. 

Batticciotto also scored 48, while 

Greg Hunt matched that contribution 

and Paulsen added 45 as Australia 

maintained a strong scoring rate 

through the middle overs. 

At 200 for three in the 36th over, 

the visitors appeared poised to push 

well beyond 266. However, West Indies 

tightened their bowling and restricted 

the Australians to 66 runs in the final 

nine overs while taking two additional 

wickets. 

Khan was the standout bowler for 

the home team, finishing with two 

wickets for 36 runs from his nine overs. 

West Indies’ pursuit never gained 

momentum, as Australia’s bowlers 

struck repeatedly to leave the hosts 

reeling at 52 for four in the 15th over. 

Antonnel Atwell and Ramdin at-

tempted to stabilise the innings, com-

bining for a fifth-wicket partnership of 

55 runs that briefly offered hope of a 

recovery. 

Atwell scored 28 before Paulsen 

bowled him, breaking the partnership 

and triggering another collapse. 

Ramdin top-scored for West Indies 

with 31 from 55 deliveries, but his re-

sistance was not enough to revive the 

chase. Khan remained unbeaten on 26, 

while Larry Babb provided a late burst 

with 21 from just 16 balls. 

Those contributions offered some 

resistance, but Australia maintained 

control and completed the victory com-

fortably. 

Paulsen’s five-wicket haul was the 

defining performance of the second in-

nings, as he finished with figures of 

five for 41 to ensure West Indies never 

threatened Australia’s total. 

Mark Cleary supported his captain 

with two wickets for 33 runs. 

The result leaves West Indies with 

work to do as they seek to recover from 

their opening setback. 

EQUALITY NEWS 28THURSDAY OCTOBER 22 2026

Paulsen’s five-for sinks West  
Indies in World Cup opener

Australian Opener Ryan Broad

West Indies Champions delivered a command-

ing performance to capture the World Championship 

of Legends title on Sunday, overwhelming England 

by nine wickets after Lendl Simmons and Chadwick 

Walton produced unbeaten half-centuries to complete 

a dominant run chase. 

Simmons finished on 77 not out and Walton on 

58 not out as the Caribbean side raced to 160 for one, 

reaching its target with 18 balls remaining at Sharjah 

Cricket Stadium. 

Their devastating partnership followed a disci-

plined bowling display led by Player of the Match 

Dwayne Bravo, whose three-wicket haul helped re-

strict England to 159 for seven. 

England’s innings was in serious trouble at 61 

for five in the 10th over after Bravo made decisive 

inroads into the batting lineup. 

However, Moeen Ali and Owais Shah mounted 

a recovery that gave England a fighting total. Ali 

struck 60 from 39 balls, including four sixes and four 

fours, while Shah remained unbeaten on 38 from 28 

deliveries. 

The pair added 54 runs for the sixth wicket, re-

viving England’s hopes after the early collapse. 

Ali eventually fell to Raymon Reifer in the 15th 

over, but Shah continued to battle, combining with 

Toby Roland-Jones in an unbroken 28-run stand to 

take England to 159 for seven. 

Bravo finished with impressive figures of three 

for 21 from his four overs. Fidel Edwards, Sheldon 

Cottrell, Reifer and Carlos Brathwaite claimed one 

wicket each to complete a collective bowling effort 

that kept England from posting a more imposing 

total. 

West Indies made an aggressive start to the 

chase, with Chris Gayle and Simmons putting on 42 

runs inside the first six overs. 

Gayle struck 21 from 14 balls before Ajmal 

Shahzad bowled him, bringing Walton to the crease. 

England needed wickets to regain control, but 

instead encountered an unstoppable partnership. Sim-

mons and Walton combined power with calculated 

stroke play, denying England another breakthrough 

and steadily closing in on the title. 

Simmons hammered eight fours and three sixes 

in his unbeaten 53-ball innings, while Walton’s 35-

ball knock featured four sixes and three fours. 

Their unbroken 124-run stand carried West In-

dies to 160 for one, sealing the championship in em-

phatic fashion and leaving England’s bowlers 

without another wicket. 

Walton’s outstanding performances throughout 

the competition earned him the Batter of the Tourna-

ment award, while Shivnarine Chanderpaul received 

the Legend of the Tournament honor. 

The individual accolades capped a memorable 

campaign for the West Indies Champions, who com-

bined Bravo’s incisive bowling with the explosive 

batting of Simmons and Walton when the title was on 

the line. A delighted Gayle said the triumph would 

resonate with supporters throughout the region, par-

ticularly after the West Indies senior men’s T20 Inter-

national team had drawn its series 2-2 with India.  

“I’m absolutely delighted for the guys. England 

played brilliantly, and I want to congratulate them.

Simmons, Walton smash WI Champions to Legends title
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