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Guyana and India sign three pacts
Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali and the Minister of External Affairs of India, 

the Honourable Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, have signed three major bilateral 

agreements aimed at bolstering relations between the two countries. 

Among the agreements is a Memorandum of Understanding regarding Indian 

Grant Assistance for the Implementation of Quick Impact Projects (QIPs); a Memo-

randum of Agreement on Supply and Installation of Micro and Small Enterprises 

(MSEs) Manufacturing Projects; and an Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of 

Digital Public Infrastructure and the Functioning of a Unified Payments Interface 

(UPI)-like system in Guyana. 

The meeting was held on the sidelines of the Commonwealth Heads of Govern-

ment Meeting in Antigua and Barbuda last week, and also included a comprehensive 

review of India-Guyana bilateral relations and discussed ways to further strengthen 

cooperation in areas of mutual interest. 

Additionally, the Ministry of External Affairs announced India’s extension of a 

US$500 million new Line of Credit to support Guyana’s development priorities and 

infrastructure projects.   

Above, His Excellency President Dr Irfaan Ali and the Minister of External Af-

fairs of India, the Honourable Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, hold copies of the 

agreements they signed. Full story, Page 9

Guyana wins top world tourism award
GUYANA’S growing tourism industry has gained international recognition 

yet again. Recently, the country was named Best Emerging Destination 2026 at 

the World Tourism Awards held in Brussels, Belgium. 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce Susan Rodrigues accepted 

the award on behalf of Guyana, describing the recognition as a reflection of the 

transformation taking place across the country, driven by increasing interna-

tional interest in ‘Destination Guyana’ and the growing vistor numbers. 

In her acceptance remarks, Rodrigues said the award was a tremendous ho-

nour, particularly as the government continues to position tourism as an impor-

tant pillar of the country’s economic diversification agenda. 

The minister emphasised efforts being made to ensure the sector is being 

developed to contribute more significantly to national development, create em-

ployment, and attract investment, while still showcasing the country’s natural at-

tractions, cultural heritage and people to an international audience.

See ad, 

Page 2
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Ontario has begun preliminary efforts 

towards expanding the Hazel McCallion 

LRT line into downtown Brampton by 

drilling bore holes in preparation for the up-

coming extension. 

The bore holes are being drilled on 

Main Street and other neighboring streets, 

providing valuable information which will 

be used to inform the construction of the 

more than three-kilometer extension. The 

new extension will link the Brampton Gate-

way Terminal located at Steeles Avenue East 

with the Brampton Innovation District GO 

Station. 

Upon completion of the project, it will 

offer connections with Brampton Transit and 

Züm, allowing people in the area to easily 

travel around the city and even Greater 

Toronto Area. According to the provincial 

government, the project is aimed at increas-

ing access to employment opportunities and 

businesses in the area, as well as reducing 

road traffic congestion. 

Construction of this extension will use 

the 18-kilometer Hazel McCallion Line, 

which will link Brampton and Mississauga 

via 19 stations on the dedicated light rail 

line. Light rail vehicles have been tested in 

the main route, while the Downtown Bramp-

ton and Mississauga extensions are being 

developed separately. 

Michael Lindsay, Metrolinx Presi-

dent and CEO, stated that this investiga-

tion is an essential phase in figuring out 

what equipment will be required for the 

construction. He also noted that the in-

vestigation would be disruptive for the 

community and business located close by. 

Patrick Brown, Brampton’s mayor, 

appreciated the development but called 

on the province to fast-track from plan-

ning to construction. There is no start date 

of the construction, cost of the project, or 

any opening date in this latest announce-

ment.

2 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 2026

Experience the Authentic 
Taste of India in Scarborough!

Looking for delicious, authentic Indian food in Scarborough? Vindaloo Indian Cuisine welcomes you to experience the rich flavours, traditional 

recipes, and warm hospitality of India. Known for its delicious selection of Indian dishes, �eshly prepared meals, and inviting atmosphere, Vin-

daloo is a wonderful destination for families, �iends, and food lovers. Whether you are craving flavourful curries, �eshly baked naan, aromatic 

biryani, sizzling appetizers, or traditional Indian specialties, Vindaloo offers something for everyone. Dine in with us, order takeout, enjoy delivery, 

or let us make your special occasions memorable with our catering services and party trays. 

Your Destination for Authentic Indian Cuisine in Scarborough!

ELLESMERE LOCATION 
2848 Ellesmere Road,  
Scarborough 
416-208-7776

KINGSTON LOCATION 
2891 Kingston Road,  
Scarborough 
416-901-1133

Dine-In | Takeout | Delivery  

| Catering 

 

��� www.vindaloocuisine.com

Vindaloo Indian Cuisine – A Taste You’ll Love, A Place You’ll 
Want to Visit Again!  

Come and discover why Vindaloo is a must-try destination for 
Indian food lovers in Scarborough!

New transit line will 
connect to Brampton 
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His Majesty King Charles III delivers remarks on the sidelines of the Global 
Biodiversity Alliance Conference, with President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali looking on, 
during his state visit to Guyana on October 29, 2026.
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businesses, communities 
and international 
expertise.

During the visit, the 
King also toured the 
GBA exhibition, met 
scientists, Indigenous 
representatives and 
innovators, and received 

International Centre.

to Guyana as monarch 

visited as Prince of Wales 
and became Patron of 

That philosophy 
is informing the 

to bring together 

traditional craft, 
sustainable livelihoods 
and environmental 
protection.

President Ali also 
pointed to opportunities 
for further cooperation 
through the King’s 
Foundation, the 

Initiative and other 
partnerships, bringing 
together governments, 

its forests standing, 
pioneered international 

conservation and 
channelled the resulting 
earnings into thousands 
of projects across the 
country.

The partnership is 

forest protection. The 
President said the King’s 
vision also encompassed 

creating opportunities 
for people, preserving 

and strengthening 
communities.

later, Guyana has 

possible,” the President 
said.

He recalled the 
King’s 2008 speech 

Prince of Wales, he 

Development Strategy 
(LCDS), then being 
advanced by President 
Bharrat Jagdeo, and used 

his Prince’s Rainforests 
Project to encourage 
international support for 
Guyana’s vision.

President Ali said 

on the revitalisation 

the development of a 
village of harmony in 

sidelines of the Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
(GBA) Conference, 
President Ali credited 
the King’s early support 

demonstrate that its 

have not disappointed 

after supporting 
Guyana’s vision for 
forest conservation, 
King Charles III is 

initiatives in sustainable 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
b i o d i v e r s i t y 
and community 
advancement.

During the King’s 
October 29–30 state visit, 
President Dr Mohamed 

on their longstanding 
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Sustainable Cities 
Initiative Dialogue, 

practical approaches 
to sustainable urban 
development ahead of 

Heads of Government 
Meeting.

The engagements 

priorities in Guyana–
United Kingdom 
relations, including 
cultural preservation, 
climate resilience 
and sustainable 
development.

The King departed 
Guyana on October 30 
for Antigua and Barbuda, 

visit to the country as 
monarch.

the country’s coastal 
defences. At the Kingston 

by First Lady Arya Ali, 
First Son Zayd Ali and 
Agriculture Minister 

on Guyana’s national 
mangrove restoration 
programme.

Minister Mustapha 

mangroves help 
reduce coastal erosion 

agricultural lands, 

and create economic 
opportunities for 
communities.

The King also met 
participants in the Wilton 

he joined veterans and 
citizens in honouring 
Guyanese, British 

accompanied by Prime 
Minister Brigadier 

heads of the disciplined 
services.

He also visited 
Promenade Gardens, 

performances and 
displays highlighting 
Guyana’s cultural and 
artistic traditions.

brought the focus to 

peoples.
He also examined 

discussions touching on 
cultural preservation, 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

protection of the 
country’s natural 
resources.

The engagement 

programme that 
connected Guyana’s 
history and cultural 

sustainable future.
On Friday, October 

30, the King visited the 

environmental priorities 
at the centre of his 
engagements.

At the Umana 
Yana, the King met 
representatives of the 
National Toshaos Council 

traditional Indigenous 

From meeting 
Indigenous leaders 

Umana Yana to 
examining mangrove 
restoration along the 

day visit to Guyana 
placed the country’s 
cultural heritage and 


������
�
��
�
������	��	
�
����������		��
���
�
����	���
�	�
�������	��
�����	

����

President Ali speaking on the sidelines of the Global 
Biodiversity Alliance Conference

The King toured the Global Biodiversity Alliance 
exhibition 

The King toured the Global Biodiversity Alliance 
exhibition 

King Charles III in Guyana

King Charles III in Guyana 

King Charles III in Guyana 

King Charles III in Guyana
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conservation partners 
have pledged US$12.5 
million to support 
projects in Guyana, 
including the protection 

Corridor, protected 

areas and Indigenous 
territories.

The commitment 

Second GBA Conference 
and Financing Forum, 

Dr James Deutsch said 

to be channelled into 
projects over the next 
year.

The pledge involves 
the Bezos Earth Fund, 
Andes Amazon Fund, 
Nia Tero and Rainforest 

Trust. One priority is 

Corentyne Corridor 
from mining and other 
activities that could 
threaten its ecosystems.

Deutsch said 
delivering on the 
conservation targets 

g o v e r n m e n t a l 
organisations and 

together on clear 
proposals.

The Bezos Earth 

Fund’s Programme 
Manager, Padu Franco, 

preparing to support 

areas in Guyana, 
helping determine 

investments should be 
directed.

The partners also 
pointed to Project 
Finance for Permanence 
as a possible model 
for sustaining 
conservation over the 

long term. Under this 
approach, governments, 
communities and 
funders agree on targets 
and costs, then combine 
public, philanthropic 

support protected areas 
over 20 years or more.

The US$12.5 million 
pledge provides a further 
source of potential 

to protect its natural 
assets and strengthen 

conservation.

to monitoring and 

Guyana is also 

the President indicating 

encourage Brazil to join 
before the end of the 
year.

“If they are serious, 
they need to be here. It 
is just as simple as that,” 
he said.

With its membership 
continuing to expand, 
the GBA faces the 

support into practical 
cooperation and 
measurable conservation 
outcomes.

founding members in 
July 2025 to more than 

support from countries 

representing more than 

population.
The expansion 

gained further 
momentum during the 

Second GBA Conference 
and Financing Forum 

Panama, India, France 
and the United Kingdom 

protect biodiversity.
“Membership of the 

GBA, an initiative that 

has country members 

people,” he said.
The alliance brings 

together countries of 

aim of pooling expertise 
and strengthening 
cooperation on 
conservation.

President Ali 
pointed to India’s 
experience in technology 
and geomapping as 
an example of the 

China also joined during 

President Ali said 

the international interest 
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(GBA) Conference and 
Financing Forum, King 
Charles commended the 
country for preserving a 

forest cover.
“You’ve managed 

percentage of your 
forests. That is an 
incredible achievement 
and, of course, deserves 

King said.
Returning to Guyana 

after 26 years, he also 
recalled his involvement 
in the early development 

Carbon Development 
Strategy (LCDS), through 
his Rainforest Project 
and the International 
Sustainability Unit. 

bring partners together to 

could be conserved 

development.
The King expressed 

hope that Guyana’s 
approach could be 

including through 
agroforestry and mixed 

practices. He also 

deforestation and 
biodiversity loss 
threatened human 
health and future 
generations.

“People forget it’s 
not just nature out there; 

continued destruction of 

“our future and other 
people’s futures and our 
health”.

Former Colombian 

President Ali, also 
described Guyana’s 
biodiversity leadership 
as a model for the 
Amazon region.

Guyana’s approach to 
balancing environmental 

economic development, 
saying conservation and 
prosperity could go hand 
in hand.

the three leaders 
underscore the 
international attention 
being given to Guyana’s 
conservation record and 

to mobilise cooperation 

biodiversity protection.

noting that the GBA had 

members in just over a 
year.

“President Ali, 

for bringing us together. 
In little more than a 
year, this alliance has 

members. And that tells 
us something: many 
countries have been 

good intentions become 
partnerships,” Restrepo 
said.

He also commended 

pursuing economic 

praise from King Charles 

have highlighted the 
country’s conservation 
approach as an example 

relevance.
During his visit to 

Biodiversity Alliance 

“This is the time 
to use this leadership 
that Guyana has built,” 

conference panel on 

He further 

biodiversity taxonomy 
internationally by 

Colombia’s experience 

introduced in 2021, 

technical assessment and 
transparency could build 

Colombia’s Vice 
President, José Manuel 
Restrepo also praised 
Guyana’s role in building 
international support for 
biodiversity protection, 

The King speaking on the 
sidelines of the Second 
Global Biodiversity 
Alliance Conference and 
Financing Forum

Vice President of 
Colombia, José Manuel 
Restrepo

Former Colombian 
President Iván Duque 
Márquez

More countries join expanding Global Biodiversity 
Alliance 

More countries join expanding Global Biodiversity 
Alliance 

CEO of Rainforest Trust, 
Dr James Deutsch

Programme Manager at 
the Bezos Earth Fund, 
Padu Franco
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sector investments 

President Ali proposing 

a joint investment 
vehicle to develop 

destinations across 
countries in the Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
(GBA).

The proposal 

a common brand, 

regulations and a 
platform connecting 
destinations across 
member countries.

President Ali said 
the approach could 

create opportunities 
for villages and 

for investors.

private sector from all 
of the countries of our 
alliance so far, maybe 
to come together and 
create an investment 

have biodiversity 
resorts across each one 
of the destinations,” he 
said.

opportunities in 

research, tourism and 

sector expertise and 
capital could help 
address funding gaps.

A separate 
development that 
could support 
investment is Guyana’s 
proposed biodiversity 
taxonomy. Former 
Colombian President, 

or early 2028.
A taxonomy 

establishes measurable 
criteria for identifying 

and assessing their 
environmental impact. 

Ministries of Finance 
and Natural Resources, 
could help attract 

Carbon Development 

initiative and protected 
areas.

He pointed to 
Colombia’s green 
taxonomy, introduced 
in 2021, as an example 

technically grounded 

Together, the 
proposals signal 

biodiversity protection a 
platform for investment, 
economic opportunity 
and community 
development.

of Guyana and the Yale 
Centre for Biodiversity 
and Global Change, 
signed at the inaugural 
GBA Summit in July 
2025.

vision includes using 
satellite imagery, 
acoustic monitors 
and sensors to feed 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
information into a digital 
model of the country’s 
ecosystems.

By bringing research 
and monitoring 
information together, 
the system is intended to 
give Guyana a stronger 
national evidence 
base for managing 
and protecting its 
biodiversity.

almost a century and 
brings the museum’s 

into Guyana’s current 

It also complements 

strengthen biodiversity 
monitoring and identify 
ecosystems and species 

expand conservation 
areas and attract 

protection, the 
partnership is expected 
to support the research 
and inventories needed 
to guide those decisions.

Protection Agency’s 
Executive Director, 
Kemraj Parsram said 

on years of research by 
institutions including the 

Centre, the Field 

Museum and Map of 

continuous monitoring.
He stressed that 

remain under Guyana’s 

individual agencies 

Guyana is developing 
a National Biodiversity 
Information System 
(NBIS) to document the 
species and ecosystems 
found across its forests, 

marine environments, 
strengthening the 
evidence available for 
conservation planning 

complement existing 

tools by recording the 
diversity of life beneath 
the forest canopy and 
across other ecosystems.

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

retaining control of their 
respective datasets.

“The most important 
thing, though, is that this 
data, this information, is 
ours,” Parsram said.

The information 
is expected to support 
Guyana’s reporting 
under the Convention 
on Biological Diversity, 
inform decisions 
on biodiversity 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
monitoring beyond 
carbon.

The initiative stems 
from an agreement 
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held during Guyana’s 
Global Super League 
also recorded 1,600 
observations across 600 
species.

and team ambassador. 
Shimron Hetmyer 
encouraged simple 
changes, including 

plastics, and expressed 
hope that similar 
practices could be 

teams.
Hetmyer also 

presented President 

sustainability jersey and 
an autographed GBA 
cap.

its Sustainability and 

The franchise 

reduction in its carbon 

cent reduction in plastic 
use since its inaugural 
season.

A BioBlitz activity 

The Desert Vipers 
have become the 

join Guyana’s Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
(GBA), using their 
international platform to 
promote environmental 
responsibility.

The team’s 

opening of the Second 
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Guyana and 
Chicago’s Field Museum 
of Natural History have 

partnership dating to 
the 1920s, extending 
cooperation on 
biodiversity research, 

signed during the Second 
Global Biodiversity 
Alliance Conference 

practical decisions.
“Research is not 

meant to be on the 
shelves. Research is 

change,” he said, 
recalling President Ali’s 

Field Museum’s 

Thorsten Lumbsch 
said understanding a 
country’s biodiversity, 
its people and their 

fundamental to 
protecting its natural 
heritage.

agreement builds on a 
relationship spanning 
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see the museum’s 
conservation experts 

Guyanese counterparts 
on rapid biodiversity 
inventories, research 
and the establishment of 
conservation areas.

British Member 
of Parliament, David 

the signing, said the 

research informs 

Desert vipers ambassador Shimron Hetmyer making 
the presentation to President Irfaan Ali

�
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Executive Director of 
the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), 
Kemraj Parsram

Executive Director of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), Kemraj Parsram

The signing of the MoU

President Dr. Moahed 
Irfaan Ali
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Vice President 

that global biodiversity 
conservation faces an 

funding, no major 

biodiversity credits and 

such credits should be 

the Second GBA 

Conference, Jagdeo 
said the alliance must 
support the targets and 
decisions of the United 
Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity 
rather than establish a 

“The alliance 
cannot supplant the 
UN Convention on 
Biodiversity. That’s a 

right up front,” he said.

Such an approach, 

penalise countries that 
had maintained their 

damaging practices.
Dr. Jagdeo said 

the alliance must 
concentrate on the 

needed to build credible 

and ensure that 

properly recognised.

groups to address the 

biodiversity credits, 

earlier experience 
developing the 

to establish a sense of 
urgency,” he stressed.

He also cautioned 
against proposals that 
could see countries 

forests, such as 
Guyana, receive less 
compensation than 
countries that had 

He outlined four 
priorities for the GBA: 

providing negotiators 

analysis, preventing 
countries from reversing 
conservation gains and 
demonstrating practical 

Dr. Jagdeo 
called for focused 

conservation can 
generate economic 
returns.

The initiative has 
supported more than 

national adaptation 
measures.

Vice President, 
Dr Bharrat Jagdeo 
said more than 3,000 

For Guyana, 
the challenge is to 
build on the LCDS 
experience and 
establish mechanisms 

and communities for 

range of ecosystems 
and natural resources.

recognises the value 
of biodiversity beyond 
forest carbon.

Senior Minister 

responsibility for 
Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, 
said the international 
community must move 
faster in recognising and 
paying for biodiversity 
than it did in developing 

Guyana has 
mobilised more than 
US$500 million through 

supporting thousands 

projects and major 
climate adaptation 

President Ali 
highlighted the results 

Development Strategy 
(LCDS) during 
the Second GBA 
Conference, describing 
the programme as 

projects had been 
completed across 252 
Indigenous villages, 
using approximately 20 
per cent of LCDS funds.

The remaining 
80 per cent supports 
adaptation, including 

The experience is 
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become the permanent 
home of the GBA 

design completed for a 

support the initiative’s 
research, learning 
and international 
cooperation.

President Ali 
announced the 
development during the 
Second GBA Conference 
and Financing Forum, 

conceptualised through 
collaboration involving 
the Qatar Foundation 
and The King’s 
Foundation.

house the Secretariat 
and serve as a centre for 
learning and advancing 

Its establishment is 
expected to provide 
a permanent base for 
an initiative launched 
in 2025 to strengthen 
global cooperation on 

biodiversity protection.
Guyana and the 

agreed to establish the 

Centre for Biodiversity. 

Centre, bringing together 

rich countries.
The alliance has 

also strengthened 

Caribbean Development 

to include Yale University 

Secretariat.
The planned 

give Guyana a more 
established institutional 
role in international 
c o n s e r v a t i o n 
cooperation.
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Vice President Dr 
Bharrat Jagdeo

The design for the permanent headquarters of the GBA 
secretariat in Guyana

Senior Minister in the 

with responsibility for 
Finance, Dr Ashni Singh

energy, biodiversity 
and manufacturing. 
Guyana and Germany 
established relations in 
September 1966.

President Ali and 
Panama’s Ambassador 
discussed a development 

mutual economic 

The engagements 
form part of Guyana’s 

broaden international 
partnerships and 
identify areas for 
cooperation.

to expand cooperation 

Emirates (UAE), 
Canada, Germany and 

the accreditation 
of four diplomatic 
representatives to the 
country.

President, Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali received the 
Letters of Credence 
or Commission from 

envoys during separate 

of the President.
They include the 

Ambassador to Guyana, 
Muhannad Sulaiman 
Abdalla Ahmed Al 

Commissioner, Deborah 

Resident Ambassador, 
Peter Neven; and 
Panama’s Ambassador, 
Ernesto Francisco 
Méndez Chiari.

the UAE representative 
focused on potential 
partnerships in 
digitisation, government 

energy, food security 

and tourism. Guyana 
and the UAE established 
diplomatic relations in 
1995.

With Canada, 

Schultz discussed his 
recent conversation 

to strengthen bilateral 

countries established 
diplomatic ties in 1966.

Ambassador Neven 
covered opportunities 
for collaboration in 
health, education, 
food production, 
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Executive Director of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), Kemraj Parsram
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Guyana and the 
United Kingdom (UK) 
has climbed from 
approximately £350 

million in 2021 to 

largest trading partner 

Caribbean and 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
opportunities for British 

Senior Minister in 

Finance, Dr Ashni Singh 

during a business 
engagement involving 
Guyanese and British 
private sector leaders, 
held as part of the State 
Visit of His Majesty King 
Charles III.

“Guyana is open 

for business, and 
we want to see more 
British companies 
doing business in 
Guyana,” Dr Singh told 
the gathering.

He said bilateral 
trade totalled 
approximately £6 
billion over the past 

accounting for almost 
half of the UK’s trade 

Caribbean.
The minister also 

pointed to the expansion 
of UK Export Finance 
(UKEF) support for 
Guyana. Its country 

million in 2021 to 
£3.5 billion currently, 
providing access to 
direct lending and 
loan guarantees for 

sector importers.
Guyana’s country 

the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation 
and Development has 
also improved from 
Category 5 to Category 
4, the second upgrade 
in four years. The 
change is expected to 

export credit, potentially 

and services more 
competitive for local 
buyers.

initiatives already 
include support for the 
Guyana Fire Service’s 

the UK Caribbean 
Infrastructure Fund.

further opportunities in 
infrastructure, oil and 
gas, mining, agriculture, 
aviation, tourism 

and services. He also 
highlighted plans for 

industrial complex along 
the Berbice coastline, 

pipeline, as potential 
areas for British 
contractors, engineers, 
operators and service 
providers.

He said British 
companies could pursue 
these opportunities 
independently or 

expected to help facilitate 
future investment.

for maintaining 
their support for her 
candidacy.

daughter of Guyana and 
the Caribbean, pointing 

decades of experience 

legislative and political 
service, diplomacy 
and international civil 
service.

They also highlighted 

and ability to build 
consensus, expressing 

integrity and capacity 

to lead the UN during a 
period of pressing global 
challenges and calls for 

CARICOM leaders 
further underscored 
the importance of 

representation and 
regional rotation in 
selecting the next 

time for a candidate 
from Latin America and 
the Caribbean to assume 

Community’s 44th 
Intersessional Meeting 
of Heads of Government 
on October 23, 2026, 

in the selection process 

commitment to 
multilateralism and the 
principles of the UN 
Charter.

In their 

Heads of Government 

The Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) 

support for Guyana’s 
Ambassador Carolyn 

a candidate for United 

General, expressing 

ability to lead the global 
organisation through 
mounting challenges 
and institutional reform.

The endorsement 

the organisation’s top 
leadership post.

the broad support 
extended to candidates 
from the region and 
said the selection of 

Heads of Government 
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integration, expanded 
trade and investment, 
and sustainable 

areas for continued 

the neighbouring 
countries.

President Ali 
also extended his 

and the people of 
Brazil, expressing 

hope for continued 
peace, progress and 
prosperity.

election provides an 
opportunity for both 
countries to continue 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
bilateral relations 
and advancing shared 
regional interests.

message posted on 

Ali said Guyana and 
Brazil share strong 
bonds of friendship, 
mutual respect and 
cooperation, and 
expressed his interest 
in building on that 
relationship during 

deeper regional 

President, Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has congratulated Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva 

President of Brazil, 
describing the outcome 
as a historic milestone 

to pursue further 
opportunities for the 
Brazilian people.

In a congratulatory 

Guyana’s aviation 
infrastructure is set 
for a major upgrade 

of a US$65.5 million 
terminal at the Cheddi 
Jagan International 
Airport (CJIA), a project 
that also highlights the 
United Kingdom’s (UK) 
role in supporting the 
country’s infrastructure 
development.

UK Foreign 
Secretary, the Rt. Hon. 
Ed Miliband, visited the 
Terminal 2 construction 

site during his 
engagements in Guyana, 

Senior Minister in the 

Finance, Dr Ashni Singh.
The project is 

supported by UK Export 
Finance (UKEF) and 
is being constructed 

International (UK) 
Limited.

Once completed, the 
terminal is expected to 
ease congestion during 

passenger processing, 
provide separate 
facilities for arriving and 
departing passengers, 
improve departure areas 
and expand commercial 
services through 

shopping, restaurants 
and other amenities.

turned the sod for 
the project in August 
2025, has described the 
expansion as part of a 
broader vision to position 
Guyana as a regional 
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transit capabilities.
The airport 

attended by Foreign 

Todd, Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation, 
Deodat Indar, UK High 
Commissioner, Joseph 
Fisher, His Majesty’s 
Trade Commissioner 
for Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Amy 

Tim Reid.
The UK Foreign Secretary tour of the construction site 

Dr Singh addressing the 
business engagement 
with the  Guyanese and 
British private-sector 
leaders

H.E. Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett, Permanent 
Representative of 
Guyana to the United 
Nations

H.E. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, Permanent 
Representative of Guyana to the United Nations
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Guyana has 
secured a US$500 
million line of credit 

major investments in 
roads, healthcare and 

bring Indian technology, 
grant assistance 
and manufacturing 
opportunities into the 
local economy.

and three bilateral 
agreements, formalised 

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
and India’s Minister 

Dr Subrahmanyam 

economic cooperation 

countries.
The announcements 

came on the sidelines of 

Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) in 
Antigua and Barbuda, 
advancing a commitment 

made by Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
during his November 
2024 visit to Guyana.

The US$500 

support transformative 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
including roads to 

lots, improvements to 

investments in the health 
and defence sectors.

For Guyana, the 

additional scope to 
accelerate infrastructure 

strengthening access 
to essential services 
and national security 
capabilities.

Beyond the credit 

governments signed 
agreements targeting 

direct implications for 
Guyana’s economic 
development: digital 
public infrastructure, 

community development 

manufacturing.
One of the most 

agreement to develop 
a modern national 
payment system 
modelled on India’s 

has transformed digital 
transactions in the Asian 
country.

President Ali said 
Guyana expects to 
launch the system by 

India providing technical 
expertise to support its 
implementation.

The platform is 

cost of doing business, 
strengthen payment 
security and improve 
transparency.

More than 20 
Guyanese are also 
expected to receive 

India’s UPI environment, 

creating opportunities 
for local technical 

transfer.
President Ali said 

connect innovators 
in both countries and 
accelerate the adoption 

systems.
The other 

agreements provide for 
Indian grant assistance 

Projects (QIPs), targeting 

development priorities, 
and support for the 
supply and installation of 
manufacturing projects 
for micro and small 
enterprises.

The latter is 
expected to strengthen 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , 
expand technical 
capacity and create 
opportunities for local 
employment.

President Ali also 
highlighted India’s 

to Guyana’s healthcare 

medication, technology 
transfer and the 
introduction of Indian 
medical technology.

decision to extend 
the US$500 million 
facility and said both 

and developing projects 
under the arrangement.

He noted that the 
agreements deliver on 
commitments made 
by Prime Minister 
Modi during his visit to 
Guyana.

agreements broaden 
a partnership that is 
increasingly focused 
on tangible economic 
returns, from major 
infrastructure and 
healthcare investments 
to digital innovation, 
local manufacturing 
and community 
development.

destination.
The initiative, 

announced by President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan 

visiting FIFA President 

investment arrangement 

and FIFA.

Guyana is moving 
to expand its football 
infrastructure through 

for an international 
tournament that could 
position the country 
as a regional sporting 

The Government 
expanded FIFA’s initial 

already available and 
the Ministry of Culture, 
Youth and Sport 
expected to coordinate 
implementation.

One of the facilities 
has already been 
commissioned at 
Haslington, East Coast 
Demerara, providing 
a starting point for the 

Beyond the 
construction of playing 
facilities, the partnership 
is also targeting a bigger 
opportunity: creating 

Guyanese to develop 

building an economy 
around the sport.

President Ali said 
football could generate 

supported by the right 
infrastructure and 
investment.

I n f a n t i n o 

underscored the 
importance of giving 
young people in smaller 
footballing nations 
access to facilities 
and competitive 
opportunities, noting 
that infrastructure 

and competitions are 
essential to developing 
talent.

The discussions also 
included a proposal for 

tournament in Guyana, 
attracting regional and 
international teams, 
broadcasters and 
commercial investors.

President Ali said 
discussions on the 
competition should 
begin before the end of 

term ambition of 
developing a sustainable 
tournament that could 
eventually extend across 
the Caribbean.

The proposed 
investment therefore 
goes beyond adding 

grassroots participation 

international exposure 
and opportunities in the 

FIFA PARTNERSHIP TARGETS 10 NEW 

FOOTBALL FACILITIES ACROSS GUYANA
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President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has congratulated 
Grenada’s Prime 

election, describing the 

his leadership and the 

policies pursued by his 
government.

In a congratulatory 
message, President Ali 

to strengthening 

Guyana and Grenada 

term, particularly in 

advancing regional 
integration.

Guyana’s commitment to 

Grenada, extending best 

term and continued 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for the 

Grenadian people.
The message 

underscores Guyana’s 
continued focus on 
strengthening CARICOM 
partnerships and 
regional cooperation.

���������	���	�
�����	�����	
��������	
�	�������	���������
�

President Ali extends congratulations to Grenada’s re-
elected Prime Minister

access and healthcare 

Guyana, FIFA partner to build 10 football pitches 
nationwide 

Guyana, FIFA partner to build 10 football pitches 
nationwide 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

areas of its development 
agenda. Canada’s 
involvement in trade, 
security, climate and 

important not only 

region.
The discussions 

underscore the 
continued importance 

potential to broaden 
cooperation across areas 
of shared interest.

to deepen partnerships 
and advance shared 
priorities.

President Ali 

importance of 
Guyana’s longstanding 

Carney’s leadership 
and commitment to 
strengthening the 

“It is always a 
privilege to meet 
with Prime Minister 
Carney,” President 
Ali said, expressing 
appreciation for 
Canada’s commitment to 
expanding partnerships 
in trade, security, climate 

change, biodiversity and 

The discussions also 

both countries could 
deepen collaboration, 

Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM).

on the sidelines of the 

of Government Meeting 
in Antigua and Barbuda, 

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali and 
Canadian Prime Minister 

discussed opportunities 
to strengthen bilateral 
relations and expand 

Canada and the 

Canada’s commitment 
to partnership 
and highlighting 
potential investment 
opportunities.

The engagement 
comes as Guyana 
continues to pursue 

institutions to produce 
graduates capable 

and demonstrating 
genuine understanding 
rather than simply 

Established in 2004, 
CANQATE promotes 
regional cooperation 
and the sharing of 
good practices in 
evaluating, accrediting 
and improving tertiary 
education.

encouraged to use the 

existing approaches, 
listen to students’ 
concerns and develop 
practical commitments 
to strengthen higher 
education across the 
Caribbean.

Minister Sonia Parag 
urged delegates to 

its impact on students 
and the opportunities it 
creates for them.

“This year’s theme 
asks us to consider a 
question that should 

Minister Parag 
highlighted Guyana’s 
expansion of access to 
tertiary education under 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali, including 

the University of Guyana.

President Dr Sherlene 

be matched by credible 

academic programmes 

employers.
She challenged 

remain central to 
every decision we 
make in education: 

does our work make 
in the lives of the 
people we serve?” 
she said, stressing that 
institutions have a duty 

the theme “Education 
for Impact: Quality 
Assurance as a Catalyst 
for Social and Economic 
Transformation.”

The conference 
brought together 
education leaders, 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n 
professionals and other 

across the region and 
beyond to examine 

standards, innovation 
and institutional 
accountability can 
improve educational 
outcomes.

address, Education 

As access to tertiary 
education expands 
across the Caribbean, 
education leaders are 
being challenged to 
ensure that students 
are not simply earning 

receiving an education 
that prepares them 
for the demands of 

changing economy.

at the centre of the 22nd 

for Quality Assurance 
in Tertiary Education 
(CANQATE) Conference, 
held at the Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre 
in Liliendaal under 
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President Ali and Canada’s Prime Minister Mark 
Carney

President Ali joined the Canadian PM for a breakfast 
engagement on the sideline of CHOGM 
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Guyana is preparing 
to amend its Local 

opportunities for 
domestic businesses in 
the petroleum industry, 
as the Government shifts 
its focus from securing 
local participation to 
building companies 
capable of sustained 

competitiveness.
Director of the Local 

Content Secretariat, 
Michael Munroe, 

address at the Guyana 
Supplier Forum 2026, 

of implementing the 
legislation had provided 
valuable experience to 
guide improvements.

Munroe said the 
priority is no longer 
simply establishing 

businesses can 
participate in the oil 
and gas industry, but 
ensuring they can 
expand their operations, 
strengthen their capacity 
and compete over the 
long term.

“The capability 
conversation is out 
the door, more or 
less,” he said, calling 
for greater emphasis on 

building resilient local 
enterprises.

additions to the 

being considered by 

said the Secretariat is 
examining opportunities 
to expand the categories 
of goods and services 

companies can 
participate.

He also challenged 
petroleum operators 
and their contractors 
to do more to 
translate local content 

meaningful commercial 
opportunities.

This includes 

early information about 
procurement needs, 
structuring contracts 

Munroe further 
called for a responsive 
regulatory environment, 
stressing that 
government oversight 
must support business 

creating unnecessary 
delays.

“ G o v e r n m e n t 
regulation must be 
nimble,” he said.

The forum, hosted 
by the Centre for Local 
Business Development 

ExxonMobil Guyana and 
its prime contractors, 
also provided 
procurement insights for 

opportunities across the 
petroleum industry.

The engagement 
brought together major 
contractors, including 
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to accommodate local 
suppliers, investing in 
companies that have 
demonstrated their 
ability to deliver and 
avoiding unnecessary 

that restrict local 
participation.

that local businesses 
must also strengthen 

through investment 
in technology, sound 
management systems, 

and strategic 
partnerships.

Such partnerships, 
he said, must preserve 
meaningful Guyanese 

and value rather than 
simply provide a local 

arrangements.

CANQATE conference puts quality and graduate 
readiness at centre of education debate 

and Halliburton, to 
discuss procurement 

business readiness and 
opportunities for local 
companies.

Enacted in 2021, 
the Local Content Act 

to prioritise Guyanese 
nationals and businesses 

employment and 
procurement. Its 

to deepen domestic 
participation and 
strengthen the capacity 
of Guyanese enterprises 
to capture greater value 
from the country’s 

industry.

Director of the Local 
Content Secretariat, 
Michael Munroe
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Caribbean countries 
must strengthen 
cooperation to stop 
vessels from fraudulently 

Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation 

pointing to the use of 
false registrations to 
facilitate the movement 

oil and people illegally.
Addressing more 

than 450 maritime 

years.
The Government is 

port and engaging 

investment partners, 
including US EXIM and 
the Qatar Investment 
Authority.

President Ali urged 
the regional shipping 
industry to move 
beyond discussions and 
engage the institutions 

the infrastructure 

under the theme 
“Building a More 
Connected, Resilient, 
and Competitive 
Caribbean.”

for our people and a 
competitiveness problem 
for our businesses,” he 
said.

He pointed to 
Guyana’s experience 
in attracting private 
investment, saying shore 

and port facilities along 
the Demerara River 
had attracted close to or 
more than US$1 billion 

the initiative.
Addressing the 

Caribbean Shipping 
Association’s 56th 
Annual General 
Meeting, Conference 
and Exhibition in 

Ali proposed that the 
Caribbean Development 

and IDB Invest support 
an urgent regional policy 
document outlining 

needed to upgrade port 
infrastructure.

The plan, he said, 

private partnership 
arrangements to attract 
private investment into 
infrastructure that serves 

Caribbean countries 
need a coordinated 
investment strategy 
to modernise ports, 

and strengthen regional 
trade, President, Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has 
said, calling on major 

uninhabited island in the 

He stressed that 

together to address the 
practice.

can’t stamp it out,” he 
said.

Guyana operates 
a closed ship registry, 
restricting registration 

nationals, residents, 
CARICOM citizens and 
companies established 

Since 2021, 

vessels falsely claiming 
Guyanese registration 
and shared information 

maritime bodies and 
other states.

One notable case 
involved the Majestic X, 
seized by United States 
forces in the Indian 
Ocean in April 2026 

had been sanctioned in 
2024 under the name 
PHONIX.

Minister Indar’s call 
highlights the need for 

sharing and coordinated 
enforcement to protect 
national registries and 
the integrity of regional 
shipping.

beyond the shipping 
industry. Citing a May 
2026 International 

paper, Ali said every 
Caribbean country 
except Jamaica pays 
shipping costs above the 
global average, adding 
to the cost of food, 
construction materials 
and other goods.

“Ultimately, high 
shipping costs become 

“We need to come up 

private capital to merge 

said.
President Ali 

costs, uneven port 

and geopolitical 

coordinated regional 
response.

He pointed to a 2018 

that most Caribbean 

50 years old, leaving 
much of the region’s 
infrastructure struggling 
to meet modern 
demands.

The impact extends 
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industry representatives 
at the Caribbean 
Shipping Association’s 
56th Annual General 
Meeting, Conference 
and Exhibition in 

Guyana had also been 

ship registrations.
He explained that 

criminal operators 
use false registration 

vessels appear 
authorised to sail 

exposing those states 
to reputational damage 

maritime authorities, 
insurers and legitimate 
shipping operators.

“It is a curse on the 
shipping industry. It is a 

authorities,” the minister 
said.

Minister Indar, 

alongside Maritime 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Department (MARAD) 
Director General 
Stephen Thomas, 
described cases involving 
operators claiming 
registration under 

state based on a tiny, 

Caribbean countries 

and operational costs 
of decarbonising global 
shipping to avoid placing 
additional pressure on 
regional economies and 
consumers, President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has 

Caribbean Shipping 
Association’s 56th 
Annual General 
Meeting, Conference 
and Exhibition in 

for independent analysis 
of the investment, fuel 
and infrastructure 

the industry's transition 

to cleaner energy.
He said the global 

shipping industry is 

estimated US$2 trillion 
by 2050 to support the 
landing, storage and 
delivery of clean fuels.

the United Nations 
Conference on Trade 
and Development 
(UNCTAD), Ali said 
decarbonising vessels 

US$8 billion and US$28 
billion up to 2050. Full 
decarbonisation could 
also initially increase 
annual marine fuel 

per cent.

distributed, particularly 
in Caribbean economies 

average shipping costs.

that cost as a social 
good. That cost has to be 
passed on to someone,” 
he said.

President Ali 
stressed that his 

the objective of reducing 
emissions, but the 
need to understand the 
economic implications 
before commitments are 
made.

He also pointed 
to uncertainty over 

including biofuels, 
green methanol, green 
ammonia, hydrogen, 
battery electricity and 

argued, need greater 
certainty about fuel 
availability, supply 
infrastructure and prices 
before committing 
billions of dollars to 

changing their vessels.
“This net zero 

conversation must 
not just be a sexy 
conversation for a room. 
It must be a practical 
conversation,” he said.

The President 
urged the industry 
to use regional and 
international forums to 
develop independent 
assessments that 

governments pursue 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

undermining business 
competitiveness or 
placing an unreasonable 
burden on consumers.

Caribbean Shipping Association's 56th Annual 
General Meeting, Conference and Exhibition in 
Georgetown

Attandees at the conference

Caribbean ports 
need private capital 
and lender support, 
President Ali says

Caribbean Shipping Association's 56th Annual General 
Meeting, Conference and Exhibition in Georgetown
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President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan 

the Government’s 
commitment to 
strengthening the 
Guyana Defence 
Force (GDF), citing 
investments in 

infrastructure as the 

anniversary.
In a message issued 

on November 2, the 
President congratulated 

and veterans, describing 
the anniversary as a 
celebration of service to 
the country.

He noted that the 

61 years ago, before 
Guyana’s Independence, 

defending the nation’s 
territorial integrity and 
serving its people.

President Ali said 

years, his Government 
had pursued continuous 
recapitalisation across 
the Force, expanded 
and modernised 
training, and invested 

in infrastructure 
and improved living 
conditions.

Those investments, 

vessels and aircraft, 

operating bases across 
the country. He said 
the measures had 

“more aware, more 
adaptable, and more 
agile” in responding to 
the complex demands 
of a changing Guyana.

The President 
recognised veterans 

and served along the 
country’s frontiers, 

personnel operating 
on land, at sea, in the 
air and in communities 
during times of need.

“Service is what 

soldier. It is service 
before self, service 
to community, 
and service to the 
Cooperative Republic 
of Guyana,” he said.

Guyana’s commitment 
to peace, international 

coexistence, President 
Ali stressed that the 
country remained 
resolute in preserving 
its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.

He expressed 

responsibility and urged 
members to maintain 

professionalism, remain 
apolitical and uphold 
their loyalty to the 
Constitution.

The President 

support all members 
of the Force and paid 

had lost their lives in 
service, saying their 

be forgotten.

expansion of tourism.
The commissioning 

by BK International 
Founder and Chairman 

care and support 
for people accessing 
critical and specialised 
healthcare.

a commitment by 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali to improve 
living standards and 
access to essential 
services for hinterland 
populations.

“This particular 
asset sends a signal 
that we are gearing 
ourselves up for the 
transformation of 

the country,” he said.

the investment to 
President Ali’s vision for 
an expanded aviation 
industry capable of 
meeting Guyana’s 

and development needs.
He also urged the 

Guyana Civil Aviation 
Authority (GCAA) to 

to complete the 

safety standards are met 
before the helicopter 
enters commercial 
service.

shift among operators 

rather than refurbished, 

Guyana’s aviation 
sector has gained another 

the commissioning of a 

valued at more than $1 
billion, as the country’s 

to expand.
The helicopter, 

Aviation Inc., a member 
of the BK Group 

by Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation, 
Deodat Indar. It joins an 

110 locally registered 
aircraft in operation.

Minister Indar 
said the investment 

GCAA’s Director 
General, Egbert Field 

strengthen passenger 
movement to hinterland 
communities and 
remote airstrips, 
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For Indigenous 
and hinterland families 

to access specialised 

healthcare system can be 

logistical burden.

Amerindian Hostel 
in Ogle, East Coast 
Demerara, is expected to 

up to 300 people at a time, 
providing temporary 
accommodation and 

patients travelling from 
hinterland communities, 

accompanying them.
The investment 

demands on the existing 
Princess Street hostel in 

supported thousands 
of Indigenous and 
hinterland residents 

decades.
The scale of that 

demand remains 

month alone, the 
facility accommodated 

approximately 2,500 

its services annually. 

assistance includes 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n , 
meals, transportation 

support and return 
passage.

Minister of 

development corridor.
Finance Minister 

Dr Ashni Singh said 
the project forms 

investment programme 
targeting Indigenous 
development. He 
disclosed that more 
than $46 billion 
has been allocated 
across ministries 
and programmes in 
2026 for initiatives 

communities, including 
healthcare, education, 

Housing Minister 
Collin Croal said the 
facility goes beyond 

sleep, describing it as an 
investment in temporary 
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government supports 

their communities to 
access medical attention 
and other essential 
services.

The project 
is being executed 
through the Central 
Housing and Planning 
Authority (CHPA) and 

International.
Its location, opposite 

paediatric hospital, is 
expected to strengthen 
access to healthcare 
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President Ali praises generations of service as GDF 
marks 61 years 

Sod turned for new $1.16 billion facility to expand 
support for Indigenous patients

Sod turned for new $1.16 
billion facility to expand 
support for Indigenous 
patients

President Ali praises generations of service as GDF 
marks 61 years 
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Nature Initiative (CNI), 
led by King Charles III, 

Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) in 
Antigua and Barbuda, 

expected to support 
the establishment and 
expansion of protected 

A US$202.2 
million initial 

conservation initiative, 
as Guyana presses for 
countries that protect 

ecosystems to receive 

their contribution to the 
environment.

areas and programmes 
advancing the 
rights, participation 
and governance of 
Indigenous peoples and 
local communities.

The initiative aims 

countries accelerate 

global 30×30 target of 
conserving at least 30 

land and oceans by 
2030. A further US$1 
billion is being targeted 

by 2030 through 
additional contributions 
from donor countries 
and philanthropic 
partners.

The initial 
commitments came from 
founding supporters 
including the Minderoo 
Foundation, Rob Walton 
Foundation, Rainforest 

Trust, Gordon and Betty 
Moore Foundation, 
Waitt Foundation and 
National Geographic 
Pristine Seas.

among 12 countries 
presenting conservation 
commitments at the 

together governments 
and conservation 
partners aboard the 
Fortescue's Green 
Pioneer vessel.

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
used the occasion to call 

mechanisms and 
practical partnerships 
that connect countries 
rich in natural resources 

needed to protect them.
“His Majesty’s 

vision is not simply 

about protecting nature 
but about creating 
opportunities for 
people, preserving 

and strengthening 
communities,” the 
President said.

He argued that 
biodiversity protection 
must be integrated into 
broader economic and 
development planning, 

from safeguarding their 
natural resources.

Pointing to Guyana’s 

Carbon Development 
Strategy and partnership 

Ali noted that the country 
has mobilised more than 
US$500 million through 
forest partnerships and 
carbon credits.

The CNI's 

initial focus areas 
include the Eastern 
Caribbean, Africa and 

regional programmes 
are expected to 

area expansion and 

The initiative comes 

remaining to achieve the 
30×30 target established 

Montreal Global 

in 2022. For Guyana, 
the challenge is ensuring 
that global conservation 
commitments translate 
into resources 
and opportunities 
for countries and 
communities doing 

nature.
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President Ali at CHOGM 

protection of Indigenous 
heritage, rather than 
treated solely as 
an environmental 
obligation.

His appointment 

Champion of 
Biodiversity adds 
another international 

advance that approach, 
as countries face 

needed to meet global 
conservation targets.

argued that biodiversity 
loss threatens food 
security, economies, 
climate resilience 

future generations. 
He has also called for 
biodiversity to become 
part of broader economic 
planning, connecting 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

investment and 
opportunities for 
communities.

For Guyana, the 
proposed London 
forum represents an 
opportunity to move 
the conversation 
beyond international 

that recognise the 
contribution of countries 
protecting the natural 

Its expansion 

international interest 

approaches to 
biodiversity protection, 
particularly mechanisms 
that recognise the 
economic value of 
ecosystems and provide 

countries that maintain 
them.

President Ali has 
consistently argued 
that conservation must 

opportunity, community 
development and the 

compensation.
He also highlighted 

plans to establish a 

of Excellence through 
Guyana's partnership 

Secretariat. The centre 
is intended to focus on 
biodiversity science, 

The proposed 
centre, the GBA and the 

Initiative are expected to 
serve as complementary 
platforms for 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
cooperation.

The President has 

Guyana's environmental 

biodiversity loss and 
advance sustainable 
development.

Central to that 

Biodiversity Alliance 
(GBA), established by 
President Ali in July 2025 
to bring governments, 
institutions and 
international partners 
together to strengthen 

and turn conservation 
commitments into 

on the second Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
(GBA) Conference 

sector representatives, 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c 
organisations and 

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has been appointed 

Champion of 
Biodiversity, recognising 
his advocacy for 
c o n s e r v a t i o n 

to build international 
partnerships around 
the economic value of 
protecting nature.

The appointment 

Heads of Government 
Meeting in Antigua 
and Barbuda, placing 

expand the international 

countries that protect 

being explored for a 
major investment forum 

The proposed forum 
is expected to build 

China, India, France, 
Colombia, the United 
Arab Emirates and 
Panama among those 

Guyana is 

experience as evidence 
that environmental 
protection can generate 

Carbon Development 
Strategy and forest 

mobilised more than 
US$500 million through 
forest partnerships and 
carbon credits.

President Ali 
has pointed to that 
experience as an example 

be incorporated into 
national development, 
rather than treated as 
a cost that countries 

practical results.
The alliance has 

countries including 

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali announced the 

Initiative in Antigua and 
Barbuda, arguing that 
countries protecting 
forests and other critical 
ecosystems must receive 
tangible economic 

contribution.

practical mechanisms 
to recognise the value 
of biodiversity services 

maintaining ecosystems 
of global importance.
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President Ali at the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government and Business Breakfast meeting 
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CLOSE to 300 farmers and resi-

dents from across Region Six (East 

Berbice-Corentyne) engaged directly 

with Minister of Agriculture Zulfikar 

Mustapha on Saturday during an Agri-

culture Open Day at the Albion Sports 

Complex, where concerns were ad-

dressed and immediate interventions 

initiated. 

The Open Day provided farmers 

with an opportunity to meet one-on-one 

with the minister and representatives of 

agencies under the Ministry of Agricul-

ture, raising concerns ranging from irri-

gation and drainage to land leases, 

livestock production and agricultural 

development. 

Speaking with reporters following 

the engagement, Minister Mustapha dis-

closed that hundreds of persons had vis-

ited the venue throughout the day, with 

consultations beginning at approxi-

mately 10:00 a.m. and continuing well 

into the afternoon. 

“In all, we saw over 300 persons 

here. There were a number of issues 

raised,” the minister explained. 

According to Mustapha, many of 

the concerns centred on farmers’ need 

for more access to irrigation water, as-

sistance to expand agricultural produc-

tion, and access to lands for cultivation 

and livestock rearing. 

“People are looking for us to get ir-

rigation water. They are looking for in-

tervention to get into agriculture in 

terms of farming. They want to get into 

livestock rearing, they have applied for 

land and they are looking for the land 

leases, and some of them are looking for 

the clearing of land so that they can start 

agricultural production,” he stated. 

The minister noted that the major-

ity of concerns were addressed during 

the consultations, while outstanding 

matters were referred to the relevant 

technical officers and agencies within 

his ministry. 

He explained that staff within the 

various agencies were given seven days 

to address those matters requiring fur-

ther intervention, underscoring the im-

portance of timely responses to farmers’ 

needs. 

Issues falling outside the Ministry 

of Agriculture’s mandate will also be 

forwarded to the relevant government 

ministries and agencies for attention. 

Mustapha emphasised that the 

Open Day is part of the People’s Pro-

gressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) govern-

ment’s continued efforts to make 

agricultural services more accessible, 

highlighting the importance of direct en-

gagement, noting that such initiatives 

allow farmers to explain their chal-

lenges personally while providing min-

istry officials with a clearer 

understanding of the interventions re-

quired. 

“I am happy we have dealt with al-

most 300 issues this morning, and I am 

sure that most of these issues will be re-

solved,” Mustapha said. 

For several farmers who attended 

Saturday’s engagement, the opportunity 

to speak directly with the agriculture 

minister brought renewed optimism, 

particularly as commitments were made 

to address challenges affecting their 

livelihoods. 

Among them was 61-year-old 

Somra Samaroo of Number 7 Village, 

Corentyne, a rice and brackish-water 

shrimp farmer who welcomed the min-

ister’s intervention in addressing irriga-

tion challenges affecting shrimp 

production. “We very glad to meet the 

minister. He was very interested in the 

problems we had, and he solve it. He 

give us very progressive answer to the 

problem,” Samaroo said. 

Farmers meet agriculture minister at Region Six Open Day

Minister Zulfikar Mustapha (l) engages with farmers
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A ROYAL VISIT.   A 

Highlights from King Charles III’s historic two-day 

state visit to Guyana, October 29–30, 2026
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STORIC WELCOME.



18 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 2026

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

ssefeor pd n aettonissaompC a d f
:leaph CotonorTotseWeW t T

e -mol Harenut FtocS   
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

laonis

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

pp

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

, ONotonoroaoon Rtes3 W712 d, T

y Arbor Memorialb

o ChapeltonoroeseW t T

al Home unert FtSco

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 acfh.onteswttcos

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

Arbor Memorial Inc.

PRESIDENT, Dr Mohamed Irfaan 

Ali has called on the Bank of Baroda 

to put more of its parent company’s 

global capital into Guyana’s local mar-

ket, particularly in small businesses. 

When President Ali took office in 

2020, the bank was looking to leave 

the Guyanese market. It is now ex-

panding here. 

He said one of his first tasks as 

head of state was to keep both Bank of 

Baroda and Scotiabank in Guyana. 

President Ali explained that that 

involved meetings at the level of the 

presidency and with the Minister of Fi-

nance. 

“I’m much happier standing here 

launching this new headquarters with 

you than just six years ago in 2020, lis-

tening to you wanting to exit the mar-

ket. It’s a completely different day 

today,” the president said. 

President Ali emphasised that the 

government is working with commer-

cial banks, through the Guyana Devel-

opment Bank (GDB), to provide 

additional financing of up to $10 mil-

lion for qualifying businesses. 

He described this as an important 

opportunity for institutions such as the 

Bank of Baroda. 

“Small business lending can be 

good banking,” President Ali said, stat-

ing that, “It is the thousands of smaller 

enterprises, the entrepreneurs, the man-

ufacturers, the farmers, the service 

providers, the contractors, and the re-

tailers who create the economic depth 

and resilience that allow growth to en-

dure.” 

He said commercial banks have 

been very responsive to the policy, and 

that government and banks have never 

worked so closely together. 

The head of state also said that 

government will soon announce major 

projects linked to national and regional 

energy security. 

Meanwhile, President Ali also 

pointed to a US$500 million credit fa-

cility that was agreed to by India’s Ex-

ternal Affairs Minister, Dr 

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar. 

The facility will fund defence, 

health and infrastructure, mainly roads 

that open new lands for housing, agri-

culture, and manufacturing. He said the 

Bank of Baroda will play a very impor-

tant role in it. 

The bank received its licence to 

operate in Guyana in January 1966, 

months before independence. It be-

came a wholly owned subsidiary of its 

parent bank in 1999 and opened its 

Mon Repos branch in 2012. 

“Let this new headquarters be-

come a centre from which new busi-

nesses are financed, new partnerships 

are forged, new entrepreneurs are em-

powered, and new opportunities are 

created,” President Ali said. 

 

Ali urges Bank of Baroda to  
finance small businesses

CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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sense of national 
belonging.

“Our diversity 
remains one 
of Guyana’s 
greatest strengths. 
C e l e b r a t i o n s 
such as Deep Jale 
demonstrate how 
our cultural and 
religious traditions 
contribute to our 
shared national 
identity,” he said.

minister highlighted 
its message of light 

good triumphing over 

overcoming ignorance, 
noting that these 
values resonate beyond 
religious boundaries.

He stressed that 

based experiences, 
cultural attractions 
and distinctive tourism 

The delegation 

Industry and Commerce 
Minister Susan 
Rodrigues and Guyana 
Tourism Authority 
(GTA) Director 

engaged international 

opportunities to expand 
the country’s tourism 
reach.

Among the 
engagements, Minister 
Rodrigues held 

Lucia’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Tourism 

national development 
must extend 
beyond economic 
transformation to 
include the relationships, 
shared values and 
mutual respect that hold 
communities together.

Prime Minister 
Phillips also encouraged 
citizens to translate 
the festival’s message 
into everyday actions 

neighbours, supporting 
those in need and 
contributing to national 
peace and prosperity.

The celebration 
brought together 
members of the 
Hindu community, 

and representatives of 
the diplomatic corps. It 
featured the traditional 
lighting of diyas and 

Minister Ernest Hilaire 
on shared interests 
and stronger regional 
tourism cooperation.

The Guyana 
pavilion also facilitated 

and cultural promotion, 

sampling El Dorado 

local delicacies.
Another highlight 

latest edition of Explore 
Guyana magazine by 
Tourism and Hospitality 
Association of Guyana 
(THAG) President 

further supporting the 
country’s international 

made the call during 
the Guyana Hindu 
Dharmic Sabha’s 
Deep Jale celebration 

Phillips.

greetings to the Hindu 
community, Phillips 
commended the 
Dharmic Sabha for 

preserving Guyana’s 
religious and cultural 
heritage.

He said celebrations 
such as Deep Jale 
create opportunities for 

one another’s traditions, 
build friendships and 
reinforce a common 

interest into increased 
visitor arrivals and 
economic opportunities.

The November 
3–5 exhibition brought 
together international 
travel operators, 
investors and industry 

Guyana’s cultural 
and religious diversity 
remains central to its 

Prime Minister Brigadier 

urging citizens to 
preserve their traditions 

bonds that unite the 
country.

The prime minister 

Guyana used 
its participation in 

(WTM) London 

international tourism 

and commercial 
p a r t n e r s h i p s , 

cultural performances, 
highlighting the 
traditions and 
expressions that 
continue to enrich 
Guyana’s multicultural 
society.

Among those 

The delegation 
included representatives 
from THAG, Wilderness 
Explorers, Trail Masters 
Adventure Tours, Travel 

and Visit Rupununi, 
alongside the Guyana 
High Commission in the 
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Services and Social 
Security Minister 
and Dharmic Sabha 
President Dr Vindhya 
Persaud, Housing 
Minister Collin Croal 

Ministry of Housing 
Vanessa Benn.

United Kingdom.
G u y a n a ’ s 

participation formed 

strengthen international 
industry relationships, 
attract investment and 
create opportunities 
for tourism businesses 
and communities as 
the country expands its 
presence in the global 

PM Phillips at the 
Deep Jale celebration 
of  Hindu heritage in 
Guyana

PM Phillips at the Deep Jale celebration of  Hindu 
heritage in Guyana

Guyana takes tourism investment drive to London

Guyana takes tourism investment drive to London
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Celebration”, brought 
together political leaders 

for friendly competition, 

a common bond among 
member countries.

legend Sir Vivian 
Richards and former 
England captain 

as honorary team 
managers, leading the 
Caribbean and Wider 

respectively.
The initiative 

ability to bring people 
together across 
borders, reinforcing the 
spirit of camaraderie 
and sportsmanship 
underpinning the 

The match, held at 
the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium in Antigua and 
Barbuda on November 1, 
formed part of activities 
surrounding the 2026 

of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM).

part of the Caribbean 

side led by Kenya’s 
Deputy President, 
Professor Kithure 

Charles III performed 
the ceremonial coin toss 
ahead of the match.

The event, dubbed 

One Team – A 

the sport to celebrate 
friendship, unity and 

ties.

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
joined Caribbean leaders 

against counterparts 
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Cricket brings Commonwealth leaders together, with 
President Ali among participants

Cricket brings Commonwealth leaders together, with 
President Ali among participants
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GUYANA’S expanding petroleum 

sector continues to elevate its position in 

regional and international trade, with the 

country accounting for 62 per cent of the 

Caribbean’s total goods exports in 2025, 

according to the Inter-American Devel-

opment Bank (IDB). 

Guyana recorded US$23.2 billion 

in goods exports last year, representing 

a 20.8 per cent increase over 2024. 

The trend continued into the first 

half of 2026, with the country’s exports 

growing by a further 28.9 per cent, help-

ing to drive overall Caribbean export 

growth to 19.1 per cent, the IDB re-

ported in its 2026 Trade and Integration 

Monitor. 

Guyana and Suriname were identi-

fied as the principal contributors to the 

region’s export expansion, reflecting the 

growing significance of petroleum pro-

duction in the Caribbean’s trade land-

scape. 

The report also documented a sub-

stantial increase in foreign direct invest-

ment (FDI) entering Guyana, 

underscoring the scale of investment ac-

companying the country’s economic 

transformation. 

Average annual FDI inflows in-

creased from US$254 million during 

2012 to 2014 to US$8.281 billion be-

tween 2023 and 2025. 

In relation to gross domestic prod-

uct (GDP), this represented a rise from 

6.2 per cent to 37.4 per cent. 

Guyana further accounted for 78.1 

per cent of the increase in foreign invest-

ment inflows across the Caribbean, with 

the oil industry identified as the princi-

pal driver. 

The IDB also recorded significant 

growth in the country’s accumulated for-

eign investment stock, which rose from 

US$2.552 billion in the earlier period to 

US$34.252 billion between 2023 and 

2025. 

While recognising the scale of 

Guyana’s trade and investment expan-

sion, the report pointed to the impor-

tance of managing exposure to 

international commodity price move-

ments, particularly given the increasing 

concentration of regional exports in pe-

troleum. 

Between January and August 2026, 

movements in commodity prices gener-

ated a positive impact on Guyana’s trade 

balance equivalent to 8.3 per cent of 

GDP. 

The report also recorded a 27.6 per 

cent decline in Guyana’s goods imports 

during the first half of 2026, following a 

41.3 per cent increase in 2025. This was 

partly influenced by an unusually high 

comparison base, including exception-

ally elevated imports in May 2025. 

The findings provide further insight 

into Guyana’s expanding contribution to 

regional economic activity, as the coun-

try continues to attract substantial for-

eign investment and consolidate its 

position as a major exporter within the 

Caribbean.

Guyana accounts for 62% of Caribbean 
goods exports in 2025 – IDB report
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TWO families in Region Six who 

endured devastating tragedies were 

given a fresh start on Saturday when 

Minister of Agriculture Zulfikar 

Mustapha, and Member of Parliament 

Zamal Hussain handed over two newly 

constructed homes, made possible 

through the generosity of private indi-

viduals. 

The emotional handovers brought 

renewed hope and stability to the fami-

lies, both of whom faced tremendous 

hardships following the loss of their 

homes and loved ones. 

Among the beneficiaries was She-

nieza Yussuf and her family, who lost 

their home in a devastating fire last 

year. The family received the keys to a 

brand-new, three-bedroom house at 

Number 76 Housing Scheme, Coren-

tyne. 

The house was made possible 

through the generosity of business-

woman Sita Gumani, who purchased the 

plot of land and financed the construc-

tion of the home, ensuring that the fam-

ily could once again enjoy the comfort 

and security of having a place to call 

their own. 

Meanwhile, 25-year-old Amrita 

Singh, whose husband tragically lost his 

life in a drowning incident in March of 

this year, was also presented with the 

keys to a fully furnished, three-bedroom 

house. For the young widow, the han-

dover marked an important milestone as 

she continues to rebuild her life follow-

ing the heartbreaking loss. 

Two families receive new homes fol-
lowing tragic losses in Region Six

New homeowners with Minister Zulfikar Mustapha
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applicants and expand 

giving more families, 
including those planning 
to return to Guyana, an 
opportunity to establish 
permanent homes.

lots.
The minister said 

the agency by providing 

the correct property 

For Guyanese living 

land in anticipation 
of returning home or 
building a property for 
family members, the 
digital records could 
provide an additional 
layer of protection and 
accountability.

The initiative 
forms part of the 

digital transformation 
programme.

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
investment of $14.6 
billion.

The developments 

approximately 4,800 
house lots, expanding 
access to land for 
thousands of applicants 

the ancient county.

is being transformed 
to accommodate more 
than 3,000 house 

billion in infrastructure 

approximately 91 per 

Most allocated 

their lots, bringing them 
closer to beginning 
construction.

billion more is being 
invested at Providence/

approximately 1,800 
house lots are being 
developed across more 
than 650 acres.

A d d i t i o n a l 

Government advances 
housing developments 

More than 4,000 
families in Region Six 
are expected to move 

by November, as the 

investments are 
planned to strengthen 

electricity distribution as 
occupancy increases.

The developments 
form part of the 

housing programme to 

�����	
����	����	���	��	����	��	

	�	
��	��	�	�	��	����
��


Guyanese securing 

additional safeguard 
against costly 

as the Government 
introduces a digital 

electronically record 
and photograph each 

exercise.

2, the Central 
Housing and Planning 
Authority (CH&PA) 

referencing across 
all regions, creating 
a digital record of 
the precise location 
of each allocated lot 

land.
Housing Minister, 

property.
The information 

agency’s digital registry, 

verify boundaries 
and address potential 

obtain copies of their lot 
coordinates for future 
reference.

Minister Croal 
stressed that allottees 
must ensure surveyors 
physically identify all 

commonly called paals, 
before accepting their 
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Collin Croal said the 
measure addresses 

constructed homes 
on land belonging to 

sometimes because 

system, CH&PA 

tablets to record each 
lot’s coordinates, upload 
photographs of the 

and obtain the allottee’s 
digital signature 

New housing developments bring 4,000-plus land 
opportunities within reach 

New housing developments bring 4,000-plus land 
opportunities within reach 

Four boundary markers, photographs and digital 
signatures to verify house lots

in Bartica, Region 
Seven, have moved 

receiving assistance to 

as housing opportunities 
continue to expand 

valued at approximately 

handed over by Housing 
Minister, Collin Croal at 

scheme extension. 
Forty houses have 
been constructed at the 
development.

renting.
“It is a feeling 

beyond expression 
at this moment,” 
he said, noting that 

give his family greater 

independence and 
control over their living 
space.

Single mother, 
Latoya Norville described 
the opportunity as 

pressure of paying rent 

her to rebuild her life.
Beyond the 

completed homes, 
housing development is 
advancing in other parts 
of Bartica, including 

are moving apace. 
Minister Croal said 
applicants could be 

before the end of the 
year, once outstanding 

Housing and Planning 
Authority (CH&PA) 
to begin identifying 
individual lots.

B e n e f i c i a r i e s 
allocated lots at 
Bartica Extension 
South are expected to 
begin accessing their 

surveyors contacting 
applicants to arrange 

locations.
Minister Croal 

cautioned applicants 
against relying solely on 
housing scheme plans to 
identify their properties, 
urging them to have 
authorised surveyors 

lots before beginning 
construction.

The support also 
extends to residents 

construction. Three 

residents of Five Miles 
received G$225,000 
each in steel and 
cement grants under the 
Government’s housing 
subsidy programme.

The assistance 

continue construction 
already started on her 

parent Jagdei Dindyal 
plans to use the grant 
to begin laying her 
foundation. Heman 
Benn also said the 

Introduced in 2022, 
the subsidy programme 

is intended to reduce 

citizens constructing 

allocated or privately 

Together, the 
initiatives provide 

Bartica: completed 
houses for families ready 
to move in, access to 
land for those preparing 
to build, and material 
assistance for residents 

properties into homes.
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religious institutions 
and Indigenous 
communities.

submits a report to the 

policy and legislative 
reforms.

The initiative 

institutions and 
communities together to 
strengthen protections 
for children and address 
vulnerabilities that 
existing safeguards may 

strengthening technical 
and vocational education 
is part of building the 

needed to support 
national development.

students’ presentations, 
products and previously 
submitted project 

While all 22 schools 
displayed their products, 
six students delivered 
presentations as part 
of the judging process. 
The initiative aims to 
strengthen students’ 

and expose them to 
opportunities across the 

                 

Settlement, West Coast 
Berbice, and Charity, 

Attorney General and 

Mohabir Anil Nandlall, 

Children’s Welfare and 

established by President 

children and identify 
measures to prevent 
abuse.

Issues 
in the News, Nandlall 

existing studies, 
reports and data on 
children to establish 
an evidence base for its 
recommendations.

“ D r a s t i c , 
e x c e p t i o n a l 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
require drastic 
measures and 
responses,” he said, 
describing the recent 

pattern of child abuse.

together representatives 
from the Ministries of 

and Human Services, 
alongside the Judiciary, 

on recommendations 
for stronger policies, 
legislation and 
safeguards across 
homes, schools and 
communities.

The deaths occurred 

deaths have prompted 

of Guyana’s child 

agencies, constitutional 
rights commissions, 
the National Toshaos 
Council, religious 
organisations and child 
protection institutions.

The Guyana Bar 
Association has also been 
invited to participate, 

Sector Commission 
and Restorative Justice 
Centre have expressed 
interest in joining.

examine child safety 

environments, including 
homes, schools, 
recreational facilities, 
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help the Ministry assess 

needs, identify gaps in 
service delivery and use 
reliable information to 
guide decisions across 
the TVET sector.

The initiative forms 
part of the Government’s 
push to digitise public 
services and improve 

through data. Its success, 

on management and 

collected is put to 
practical use.

At the launch, 

helping ensure students 
receive the training and 

to contribute to the 

communities.
For Guyana, 

Education Minister, 
Sonia Parag urged 
educators to ensure that 
the platform remains 
active and delivers useful 
results.

“This must be a 
system that you are 
constantly ensuring 
that it is working, 
that it is giving you 
the results that you 
are looking for,” she 
said.

Minister Parag said 

policies and stronger 

It is intended to 
strengthen institutional 
management, improve 

The integrated 

stages of the students’ 
journey, including 
applications, enrolment, 
training and the issuance 

a clearer picture of 
programme performance 

support may be needed.

Guyana is 
introducing a digital 
management system for 
technical and vocational 

from application 
through training and 

giving the Ministry of 
Education information 
to assess the sector’s 
performance.

The Technical and 
Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) 
Education Management 
Information System 

through a collaboration 
involving the Ministry, 
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Thirty Guyana 
Fire Service recruits 

to recognise human 

potential victims and 
respond appropriately 
to suspected cases as 
Guyana strengthens its 

exploitation.
The specialised 

training, organised 
by the Ministry of 

Fire Service Training 
School in Leonora, West 
Coast Demerara.

Participants are 
being trained to identify 

exploitation, recognise 

and understand the 
vulnerabilities of adult 

and child victims.
Inspector Marilyn 

Rodney, Head of the 
Guyana Police Force’s 

Unit, is among the 
presenters guiding 
recruits through victim 

appropriate response 
procedures.

The programme 

under the Combating 


�
��	�
�����
��
���	��
���������

������
���������
�

�������������	

case studies, role play 
and group discussions 
to strengthen practical 

The training 
emphasises a human 

including proper 
reporting and referral 
procedures for suspected 
victims.

New task force to examine child safety across homes, 
schools and communities 

signs of exploitation 

Students from 
22 secondary schools 

transformed into 

as the Ministry of 
Education uses practical 
agricultural learning to 
encourage innovation 
and entrepreneurship.

The schools 

participated in the 

Addition Symposium 
and National 
Competition, hosted by 
the ministry’s Secondary 
Sector Agricultural 
Science Unit at the Royal 
International Hotel.

Chief Planning 

classroom learning can 

opportunities, stressing 
that agricultural science 
extends beyond planting 
and harvesting to include 
processing, mathematics, 

development.
Under the theme, 

Transforming Our Crops, 
Building Value, Creating 
Opportunities!”, the 
competition assessed 
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TVET digital platform to improve training quality and 

Student innovators demonstrate commercial potential 
of locally grown crops 
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to performers’ dressing 
rooms and public 

The upgrades 
are intended to 
improve conditions 
for local artists, 
cultural organisations 

preserving the centre’s 
capacity to host 
theatrical productions, 
performances and 
national events.

Opened on May 

has served as one of 
Guyana’s principal 

stages for cultural 

decades. Its auditorium 
a c c o m m o d a t e s 
approximately 2,000 
patrons and features a 

orchestra pit.
The planned 

rehabilitation represents 

in preserving a national 

and maintaining an 
important platform for 
Guyanese artistic talent 
and future generations.

technical assessments 
conducted earlier this 
year by Culture Minister 
Charles Ramson, 

Ministry Steven Jacobs, 
consultants and other 
technical personnel.

In June, Minister 

and modernisation 

expected to include 
internal improvements 

Guyana’s National 
Cultural Centre (NCC) 
is set for a major 

Government moving 
to address structural 
deterioration and 

performing arts venue 
ahead of its next chapter.

The Ministry of 
Culture, Youth and 
Sport has invited bids 

the building’s exterior 
restoration and repairs 

representatives on local 
concerns and available 
opportunities.

Minister of Labour 

residents to pursue 

further education to 
improve their prospects 
for employment and 
entrepreneurship.

“The best way 
to do that is to get a 
skill, get upskilled, 
position yourself,” 
he said, encouraging 
residents to prepare 
to participate in the 
country’s expanding 
economy.

He also pointed 

through the Guyana 

also focused on 
improvements to 
the community’s 
surroundings. Jacobs 
pointed to recently 
paved streets and a lit 
boulevard, describing the 

families could relax and 
spend time together. He 
announced that concrete 

planned to complement 
the community’s

and urged aspiring 
entrepreneurs to 
explore opportunities to 
establish or expand their 
businesses.

the Ministry of Culture 
Youth and Sport, 
Steven Jacobs said the 

businesses could help 
young people develop 

He encouraged more 
businesses to participate 
in similar initiatives and 
urged young residents 
to contact government 
ministries to learn about 
programmes available to 
them.

and business support 
programmes to improve 
their livelihoods.

highlighted during a 

of the community, 

engaged government 

One hundred and 

have received training 
through a partnership 

Culture, Youth and Sport 
and local salon Boss 
Lady, as government 
encourages residents to 
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Families visiting the 
graves of loved ones at 
Le Repentir Cemetery 

improved access and 
cleaner surroundings 
as the Government 

plans for more consistent 
maintenance of burial 
grounds across Guyana.

The Ministry of 
Local Government and 
Regional Development 

areas and improving 
access to burial plots, 
addressing conditions 

for families to visit and 
maintain graves.

During a site 
visit, Minister Priya 

that burial grounds 

dignity and consideration 
for grieving families.

“Any burial 
ground is a hard 
place to be. It’s either 

you’re bringing 
someone you love to 
bury or you are going 
to visit someone you 
loved,” she said.

The minister 
emphasised that the 

maintenance to prevent 
vegetation from 
returning and restricting 
access.

Beyond Le Repentir, 

improve burial grounds 

previous interventions 

Bartica Cemetery.
A proposed burial 

ground policy is also 
being advanced to 
establish minimum 
standards covering 

facilities, access to graves 
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The policy is 
expected to strengthen 

Public Health Act 

provisions governing the 

land remains available.
For Guyanese at 

home and abroad, the 
improvements address 
an important community 
need: ensuring that 
families can visit, honour 
and care for the resting 
places of loved ones in 
properly maintained 
surroundings.

The initiative 

management of essential 
public facilities and 
ensure that cemetery 
maintenance extends 

up exercises.

Government targets overgrown cemeteries with clean-
up and maintenance programme

upgraded roads.
The visit provided 

access to government 
representatives and 
an opportunity to 

their neighbourhood. 
Representatives from 
several ministries, 

present to respond to 
concerns.
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Five decades on, National Cultural Centre prepares for 
major facelift

The ministers during the outreach, encouraging 
residents to pursue skills, jobs and entrepreneurship 

The ministers during the outreach, encouraging 
residents to pursue skills, jobs and entrepreneurship 

Government targets overgrown cemeteries with clean-
up and maintenance programme

Government targets overgrown cemeteries with clean-
up and maintenance programme
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rental costs represent a 

of farmers’ production 

to government land at 

important.
The MMA scheme 

farmers from Rampoor 
and surrounding 

formal recognition of 
their land rights.

Beyond the 
allocations, the 
government is also 
targeting one of 
the major costs 

production: land 
rental.

Minister Mustapha 

individuals securing 
large agricultural land 
allocations only to rent 
them to other farmers 

of cultivating the land 
themselves.

He explained that 

by Agriculture 

Mustapha during the 

Abary Agricultural 
Development Authority 

Coast Berbice.
Among the 

After decades of 
uncertainty over their 
right to occupy and 
cultivate agricultural 
land, 113 farmers in 
Region Five have received 
leases, strengthening 
their tenure security 
and ability to invest in 
production.

The leases 

remains a major 
agricultural hub, 
covering approximately 
224,000 acres and 

farmers involved in rice 

rearing and cash crop 

production.
With an estimated 

28,000 people directly 
dependent on the 
scheme through their 
households, investments 
in its infrastructure 
and operations have 
implications extending 

landholders.
M i n i s t e r 

the government’s 
commitment to 
improving agricultural 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
introducing modern 
technologies and 
increasing production.

The Open Day, 
held during Agriculture 
Month, also featured 
exhibitions by 
agricultural agencies 

products and services, 
alongside recognition of 

for their years of service.

threats. More than 
$592 million has been 
spent on mangrove 
restoration and coastal 
protection initiatives 

million more budgeted 
for 2026. By the end 
of 2025, the country’s 
mangrove cover had 
expanded to more than 
23,000 hectares.

A g r i c u l t u r e 
Minister Mustapha 
said mangroves play a 
critical role in reducing 

sediment, stabilising 
vulnerable coastal 
areas and supporting 

one platform.
The relaunched 

Guyana Mangrove 
Information System 

government agencies, 
researchers, students 

distribution, monitor 
coastal changes, 

areas and access 
information to guide 

The technology 
comes as Guyana 

continues to invest 
heavily in mangroves 
as a natural defence 
against coastal erosion 

digital system that 
brings mangrove data, 
restoration projects 
and environmental 
research together in 

Guyana is 
strengthening its ability 
to monitor and protect 
its vulnerable coastline 
through an upgraded 

resources.
The platform is also 

expected to strengthen 
government planning 

by improving access to 
reliable environmental 
data.

GGGI Country 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
Daniel Smith called 
on agencies to share 
relevant information to 
improve coordination 
and ensure future 
restoration investments 
target priority areas.

GuyMIS is accessible 
at mangroves.gov.gy.

biodiversity.
He stressed that 

extend beyond 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
protection, helping to 
safeguard food security, 
farmers’ livelihoods and 
communities exposed 
to climate change.

Developed by the 
National Agricultural 
Research and Extension 

support from the Global 

(GGGI), GuyMIS 
features interactive 
maps, project records, 
photographs, research 
reports and educational 

through a partnership 

of Agriculture, credited 
training, government 
assistance and support 

Institute for Cooperation 

His company is 
expected to represent 
Guyana at the 13th 

festival.
The event also 

featured displays of 
honey products, a 
tasting competition 

young people and 
Indigenous communities 
to participate in the 

producers across the 
country to strengthen 

and improve colony 
management.

At the Honey Fest, 
held under the theme 
“Next Generation 

Guyana through Green 
Apiculture”, leading 

Apiary Products and 

needed to develop the 
industry.

students in apiculture 

Guyana’s honey 
production has 

and 2022 to 40,000 

Government targeting 
output of nearly 50,000 
gallons by the end of 
this year as it moves to 

demand and develop 

A g r i c u l t u r e 

Mustapha announced 
that approximately 280 

receive 10 hive boxes 
through the Guyana 

Authority (GLDA), 
providing additional 

opportunities for 

added products and 
eventually serve regional 
and international 

has also tested 
approximately 2,500 
honey samples.

Minister Mustapha 
said local demand 
currently exceeds 
production, creating 

capacity for producers 
to expand their 
operations.

The distribution 
forms part of more than 
$241 million invested 
in the apiculture 
industry, covering 

gear, production 
inputs, training and 
technical assistance. 

2026, 3,320 hive boxes 

alongside frames, hive 
stands, tools and other 

The support has 

increase in active hives 
from 1,145 to 1,983. 
The GLDA laboratory 
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23,000 hectares of mangroves now mapped as Guyana 
expands coastal protection

The event featured displays of honey products, a 
tasting competition and a fashion show 

Decades-long wait ends for farmers receiving 
agricultural land leases 

Decades-long wait ends for farmers receiving 
agricultural land leases 
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Guyana is bringing 
greater transparency 
to its driver licensing 

digital examination 
platform that uses 

(AI) to assess 
prospective drivers, 
reducing opportunities 
for favouritism 
and strengthening 
accountability.

The Driver’s Licence 
Portal, launched on the 
Guyana Digital School 
platform, modernises 
the theoretical 
examination process, 

complete their tests 

results are generated 
objectively.

The initiative, 
introduced during 
National Road Safety 
Month 2026, is a 
collaboration involving 
the Ministries of 
Education, Home 

Service, Government 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n , 
the Guyana Police 
Force and the Guyana 
Revenue Authority.

Minister of Public 
Service, Government 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

platform represents 
an important step in 
modernising public 
service delivery 
and urged young 

could be prevented from 

licences and essential 
vehicle documents as 
the Government moves 
to enforce penalties for 

Attorney General 
and Minister of Legal 

Nandlall, SC, announced 
that the Guyana Revenue 

Individuals named on 

their drivers’ licences.
The enforcement 

measure comes as more 

Singh during his ‘Issues 

Nandlall said the Guyana 
Police Force issued 

49,326, approximately 
56 per cent, have been 
paid.

“Unpaid tickets 

will not go without 
consequences,” the 
Attorney General said.

He argued that 
motorists cannot expect 

detaining them or their 
vehicles, only for those 

AG Nandlall also 

Commissioner of Police, 

motorists or vehicles 

be addressed through 

He said he had 

Chief the possibility of 
expanding the range of 

may be issued, reducing 
the need for detentions.

The Attorney General 

individuals or vehicles 
could face both criminal 

including prosecution 

With an estimated 
5,000 cases of the type 
suitable for restorative 
justice outstanding as 
of 2023, the expansion 
is expected to provide 
another avenue for 

formal adjudication.

also aligning its services 

use of existing facilities 

Plans include a national 
referral directory and 
a digital Restorative 

outcomes, victim 
experiences, compliance 

outside the traditional 
trial process.

Nine centres are 
currently operational, 

that number to 11 

expansion is intended 
to ease pressure on 

providing communities 

and repair damaged 
relationships.

Attorney General 
Nandlall said 
restorative justice is 

Guyana’s formal legal 

Restorative Justice Act 
2022. He highlighted 
the importance 
of magistrates in 
referring suitable cases 
and building public 

Restorative justice 
services are set to 
reach 49 of Guyana’s 
53 courts by the end 
of 2026, expanding 
access to an approach 
that brings victims and 

address harm, encourage 
accountability and 
resolve certain disputes 

people to reject the 
practice of purchasing 
licences rather 

than earning them 
through legitimate 
assessments.

“Your score will 
be generated based 
on the correct 
answers that you’re 
given, and AI will 
judge that for 
you, and it doesn’t 
d i s c r i m i n a t e , ” 
Minister Ally 
explained.

Minister of Home 

Walrond emphasised 
that the system is 
designed to ensure 
applicants are assessed 
fairly, regardless of 
personal connections 

“A driver’s 
license must 
r e p r e s e n t 
c o m p e t e n c e , 

and not simply a 
completion of a 
process,” she said.

Beyond digitising 
examinations, the 

introduce driver 
education into the 
school curriculum, 

Minister Sonia Parag 
announced.

While theoretical 

practical driving 

mandatory.
The initiative 

forms part of the 

digital transformation 

accessible public 

licensing standards and 

accidents.

mediation, negotiation 
and constructive 
engagement. She 
noted that restorative 
justice can promote 
victim satisfaction, 
accountability and 

Director of the 
Restorative Justice 
Centre, William Orrin 
Boston reported an 
increase in referrals 
since the magistracy 
began using the 
programme in March 
2025. By December that 

cent resolution rate and 
no recorded recidivism. 
In 2026, referrals 

the resolution rate 
rising to 85 per cent; 
one case of recidivism 

The programme is 

process.
“ R e s t o r a t i v e 

justice presents a 
unique opportunity 
of bringing the 

victim together and 
to repair that human 
relationship that 
would have broken,” 
AG Nandlall said.

opportunities to 
extend the approach 
into schools, religious 
institutions and social 

underlying causes to be 
addressed before they 
escalate.

Chancellor of the 
Judiciary (ag), Justice 

Wiltshire, said not every 

encouraging magistrates 
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A recent forum to 
address the restorative 
justice expansion 
targetting court backlogs 

A recent forum to address the restorative justice 
expansion targetting court backlogs and repeat 
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Training Institute 
is expected to begin 

Digital initiatives are 
also being developed 
to improve tourism 
licensing and connect 

experiences through 

platform.
Director of the 

Guyana Tourism 
Authority, Kamrul 

discounted domestic 

promotions, a tourism 
village at GuyExpo 
from November 12 to 
15, a familiarisation 

and promotional 
engagements in London 
and Brussels.

before Independence. 

pressing for a greater role 

expanding economy.

returning companies, 

products, international 
exhibitors and business 

sectors.
Electric vehicles 

and other technology 
products are among the 
innovations expected to 

international pavilion 

overseas companies.
The tourism village 

cultural performances 
and displays from 
tourism and hospitality 
businesses.

President Ali is 
expected to address the 
opening ceremony at 
5 pm on November 12. 

that afternoon.

Guyana is targeting 
more than 500,000 
visitors by the end of 
2026, as rising arrivals 
and expanding hotel 

opportunities for 

manufacturers and 

tourism operators.
Tourism Minister, 

Susan Rodrigues 
announced the target 
during the launch of 

Month 2026 at the Aiden 
By Best Western Hotel 

the theme “Tourism is 
Everybody’s Business”.

Visitor arrivals 
reached 360,623 by 
September, a 10 per 
cent increase over the 
same period in 2025. 
The country added 

1,000 additional rooms 
projected by the end of 

capacity beyond 5,600.
Minister Rodrigues 

said the sector’s 

communities beyond 
hotels and tour operators. 
Increased demand 
from accommodation 
providers and 
restaurants can create 

agricultural produce, 

goods, Indigenous 
products, crafts and 
cultural experiences.

This year’s 
observance highlights 

potential as a destination 
for business travel, 
conferences and cultural 
experiences. The 
minister also stressed 
that clean public spaces, 
reliable transportation 
and the hospitality of 
residents all contribute 
to visitors’ experiences.

Hospitality and Tourism 
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happier standing 
here launching this 
new headquarters 
with you than just six 
years ago in 2020, 
listening to you 
wanting to exit the 
market,” he said.

expanding its presence, 

a greater priority, 
pointing to the thousands 
of entrepreneurs, 
farmers, manufacturers, 
contractors and retailers 

activity.
Through the Guyana 

to the strength of the 

19 per cent in 2025, 

increased by 15.5 per 

2026.
He also highlighted 

a recently agreed 
US$500 million credit 

intended to support 
defence, healthcare 
and infrastructure 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
particularly roads 

housing, agriculture and 
manufacturing.

received its Guyana 
operating licence in 
January 1966, months 

up to $10 million.
“Small business 

lending can be good 
banking,” the President 
stressed.

He also outlined 
plans to broaden 
investment opportunities 
for Guyanese, including 

national and regional 
energy security, 

institutional investors 
and ordinary families 
to put their savings into 
strategic developments.

A national digital 
payments system is 
also being developed to 

across the country 
through mobile phones.

President Ali pointed 

60 years of operations in 
Guyana.

The expansion 

turnaround for the 

President recalled that 

direct engagement at 
the highest levels of 
government.

“I’m much 

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali is 

Baroda to direct a greater 
share of its international 
capital into Guyana, 

small businesses, as the 

opportunities.
The call came 

as the Head of State 

at Carmichael and 
Quamina Streets, 
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Guyana’s small 

opportunity to connect 

restaurants and tourism 
operators at a business 

planned for GuyExpo 
2026, as organisers 

sector.

organised by the 
Ministry of Tourism, 
Industry and Commerce 

November 13, from 9 am 
to 2 pm at the National 
Exhibition Centre, 

Sophia.

together manufacturers, 
processors and other 

potential buyers, 
including hotels and 
tourism businesses 

services.
Tourism Minister, 

Susan Rodrigues 
said the initiative is 
intended to create more 
opportunities for small 
businesses to become 
suppliers to the country’s 
hospitality industry.

“I have expressed 
publicly that I would 
like to see more 
small businesses 
supplying our local 
restaurants and our 

15 under the theme, 

Opportunities through 
Today’s Investments”.

Minister Rodrigues 
said most of the 
exhibition’s 334 booths 
had already been 
allocated. This year’s 

���	�
��������������	�����������
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big hotels and all of 
the accommodation 
providers here in 
Guyana and within 
the tourism sector,” 
she said.

event forms part of 

from November 12 to 

Tourism campaign urges all Guyanese to share in 
industry’s growth

Prep ongoing at the exhibition site 

Prep ongoing at the exhibition site 

Bank of Baroda expands 
operations

President Ali urges Bank of Baroda to channel more 
global capital into Guyanese businesse
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living. The house, built 
under the initiative 
launched by President 
Ali on October 29, 2022, 
has given her greater 

something permanent to 
build on.

“A house is not 
something that you 
throw away. A house 
is something that 
you can build on,” she 
said.

Her experience 

of a programme that 

Angela Emmanuel, 
receiving a home through 
the Government’s Men 
on Mission (MoM) 
initiative has meant no 
longer having to spend 
$30,000 of her monthly 
income on rent, freeing 
up money for medication 
and other basic needs.

Before moving into 

year ago, Emmanuel 
struggled to balance 

the everyday costs of 

has constructed more 

161 handed over to 

including pensioners 

For Basanti Persaud, 
the intervention 

“When I get 
this house, I was 

so grateful
thankful,”
recalled.

James Hercul

eliminated 
expenses for h
and created r
additional li
opportunities. 
Government 
he has also esta
shade house for

Beyond 
MoM operate
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With 
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s Youth 

Programmes in 

Six and Nine, providing 

academic support, 
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on providing co
homes rather tha
allocating hou

A p p l i c a

priced at $19.5 million 

homes costing $13 
million each. Both 
categories are being 

homes are being 
constructed at Palmyra, 
Region Six, expanding 

for families and young 

advocates and 

to coordinate 
improvements in 
screening, diagnosis and 
treatment.

M a m m o g r a p h y

available at the Suddie, 

and Lethem regional 
hospitals, expanding 
access to diagnostic 
imaging beyond the 

Hospital Corporation 
(GPHC).

established pathology 

Women across 
Guyana are gaining 
greater access to breast 
cancer diagnostic and 
treatment services, 

regional hospitals as 
the Government rolls 
out a national plan 
to strengthen care 
and reduce delays in 
treatment.

The Action Plan 
for Breast Cancer 

launched by the Ministry 

medical specialists, 

laboratory is
strengthening 

breast cancer 

develop more 
treatment plans.

Specialised o
services have
expanded thro
upgraded clinic 

Hospital.
Health Mini

coordination 
radiology, pa
surgery, oncolo

�

�
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organisations an
advocates.

The Ministr
emphasising 
education an
detection, enc

primary healthcare 
providers, 
patients move more 

assessment to treatment 

It also prioritises 
stronger referral systems 
and patient navigation 

of care and minimise 
delays.

The strategy 

contributions from 
the National Breast 
Cancer Steering 
Committee, GPHC, 
healthcare professionals, 

s also 
the 

types, 

targeted 
.
oncology 

e been 
ough an 
at GPHC 

ister, Dr 

among 
athology, 
ogy and 
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Minister of Heal
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public 

nd early 
couraging 

they notice potential 

screening and diagnostic 
services.
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ompleted 
an simply 
se lots, 

t i o n s
eligible 

persons 
housing 

pplicants 

income groups.
The con

programme 
generating emp

approximately 
contractors 
many of the
Region Six. 

can contact the Region 

screening and referral to 

Minister Croal said 
applicants’ income 

type of home they can 

ensuring the programme 
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p p
are open to eligible 

interested 
already in the 
system. Applicants 

added.
Housing Minister 

Croal said the initiative 
places greater emphasis 

y g

prices starting at $13 
million.

The development 
comprises 110 young 

increase acc
modern t

teams.
The hospital also 

plans to train additional 
surgeons in the three 
specialties to operate the 
robotic system, building 
local expertise and 
expanding the number 
of medical professionals 
able to perform these 
procedures.

The programme 
forms part of GPHC’s 

surgical services and 

and Gynaecology, 

operations, Gynaecology 
34 and Urology 19.

Among the 

gallbladder and hernia 

operations, and 
procedures to remove 

and fallopian tubes.

Public Hospital 
Corporation (GPHC) 
has completed 100 

surgical procedures 
since launching its 
programme on May 26, 
2026, expanding the 
use of advanced surgical 
technology across three 
medical specialties.

performed by teams in 
General Surgery, Urology 

to use specialised 
technology to perform 

precision and control. 
The surgeon remains in 
control of the robotic 
system throughout the 
procedure.

GPHC said the 

technology and the 
capabilities of its surgical 

��

100 robotic surg

�

 

 

professionals 
for families and 

5
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Palmyra adds 21
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drive

21

cess to 
treatment 

public healthcare 
system.

geries mark milestone in GPHC’s 
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continuity of the service.
The temporary 

deployment is intended 
to maintain the 
movement of people 
and goods across the 

service.
The route is an 

important connection 

commercial activity and 
the movement of goods 

Suriname.

travel and trade 

uninterrupted after the 
Government announced 
the deployment of the 

passenger and cargo 

to prevent disruption to 
an essential transport 

neighbouring countries.

ministers responsible for 
the relevant portfolios in 
both countries, alongside 

their respective maritime 
authorities to secure 

begin operations on 

2026, serving the route 

Guyana, and South 
Drain, Suriname.

is scheduled to enter 

day, prompting the 
temporary arrangement 

Minister Deodat Indar 
presented a case 
study, Fraudulent 
Registration: Guyana’s 
Perspective, at the Global 
Maritime Security and 
Sanctions Enforcement 
Symposium in Antigua 
and Barbuda. The matter 

the Caribbean Shipping 
Association’s 56th 
Annual General Meeting, 

security and can facilitate 
the circumvention of 
international sanctions.

Guyana has been 
raising the issue at 
international and 
regional maritime 
forums, calling for 
stronger cooperation and 
enforcement measures 
against fraudulent vessel 
registration.

In July 2026, Public 
Utilities and Aviation 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Department (MARAD) 
said the United States 
Department of the 
Treasury’s action against 
Suniel Kumar Sharma 

Preeti Shahid, supports 

combat maritime fraud 
and the unauthorised 

A c c o r d i n g 
to MARAD, the 

Guyana has 

based individuals 
accused of operating a 

fraudulently registered 
vessels under the 

integrity of its national 
ship registry.

The Maritime 

at the Umana Yana, 

improper excavation, 
indiscriminate dumping 
of construction 
materials, damage to 

removal of trees.
Minister Edghill 

stressed that the 
programme must deliver 
lasting improvements 
rather than create 
additional problems for 

shoulder improvement 

losing their contracts 
if they continue to 
carry out substandard 

inconvenience caused 
to residents, Minister 

The minister issued 

communities, insisting 
that contractors are 
expected to meet 
engineering standards 

responsibly.
“The Ministry 

of Public Works is 
not there to annoy 
people, we are here 
to improve people’s 
lives,” he said.

The programme 
involves replacing 

earthen road shoulders 

run aggregates, creating 

roadside drainage and 

In several parts 

of the capital, raised 
road verges restrict 

into roadside drains, 

accumulation and 
deterioration of road 
surfaces. Reshaping 
these areas to 
appropriate levels and 

drainage outlets clear, 
is expected to improve 

localised ponding.
The ministry 

no concrete casting, 

through the material and 

reclaim roadside spaces 

occupied by derelict 
vehicles, unauthorised 
structures, shops and 

materials. Residents 
and businesses are being 
urged to clear these 
obstructions ahead of 
construction.

Minister Edghill 
instructed contractors 
to engage communities 

supervising engineers 
and technicians, and 

sections to minimise 
disruption. He also 
assured residents that 

not be demolished 
during the current phase, 

attention to be addressed 

separately.
The programme 

extends beyond 

improvements planned 

Three, Four, Five and 

is intended to improve 

drainage, access and 
the use of public spaces, 

and tree planting at 
suitable locations.

The minister’s 

responsibility on 
contractors to ensure 
that the promised 
improvements are 

residents.

hosted in Guyana.
MARAD and the 

partners, maritime 
administrations and 
enforcement agencies 
to prevent the country’s 

for criminal activity or 
sanctions evasion.

individuals managed 

represented vessels 
as being registered in 
Guyana through an 

International Maritime 
Safety Agency of Guyana 
(IMSAG).

Such schemes 
undermine the 
credibility of national 
shipping registries, 
compromise maritime 
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Contractors warned against damaging roads, water 
pipes during city upgrades 

MB Sandaka takes over Moleson Creek-South Drain 
route on November 7
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Financing Forum.

activity across hotels, 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
restaurants and 

businesses.
Cumulative arrivals 

reached 408,349 

anticipated target of 
500,000 visitors by the 
end of 2026.

natural attractions, 
cultural experiences and 
hospitality.

Business travel 

cent visited for other 
purposes.

The United States 
remained Guyana’s 

by the Caribbean at 33.9 

Guyana recorded a 

arrivals in October 
2026, a 12.8 per cent 
increase over the same 
month last year, as 
leisure tourism, business 
travel and international 
conferences drive 
demand for the 
destination.

The Guyana Tourism 
Authority (GTA) 
reported that leisure 
travellers accounted for 
59 per cent of October’s 
arrivals, reinforcing the 

per cent. Latin America 
contributed 9.3 per cent, 

Europe 5.5 per cent.
The month’s 

performance coincided 

international and 
regional events hosted 
locally, including SOTIC, 
the Bethune Round 
Table, the Caribbean 
Shipping Association’s 
56th Annual General 
Meeting and the Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
Conference and 

2026
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Grenada's Prime Minister Dickon 

Mitchell has called for an end to divi-

sive politics and personal attacks, urging 

citizens to embrace unity, accountability 

and collective nation-building as he be-

gins his second term in office following 

a landslide election victory. 

Mitchell made the appeal during 

his swearing-in ceremony on Sunday, 

November 8, at the Kirani James Ath-

letics Stadium, where he formally took 

the oath of office after his National 

Democratic Congress (NDC) secured 

14 of the 15 parliamentary seats in the 

November 5 general election. 

The ceremony was attended by 

several regional dignitaries, including 

St. Lucia's Prime Minister Philip J. 

Pierre and Dominica's Prime Minister 

Roosevelt Skerrit. 

Addressing the nation, Mitchell 

said Grenadians had delivered a clear 

message through the ballot box, choos-

ing progress and national development 

over political division. 

“Grenada has no intention of re-

turning to the days of negative politics, 

of personal attacks, of division and di-

visiveness,” he declared. 

The prime minister said his party's 

campaign message, “Me, You, Us. 

Ready for More,” had resonated with 

voters because it emphasized the impor-

tance of working together and placing 

national interests above political differ-

ences. 

He described the NDC's over-

whelming parliamentary victory as a tri-

umph for the people of Grenada, 

Carriacou and Petite Martinique, rather 

than a personal achievement or victory 

belonging solely to his political party. 

Mitchell also reflected on the tone 

of the election campaign, acknowledg-

ing that he had sometimes been slow to 

respond to personal attacks directed at 

him. 

He explained that political leaders 

have a responsibility to demonstrate ma-

turity and restraint, particularly as their 

conduct influences the attitudes and be-

havior of younger generations. 

The prime minister urged political 

representatives to focus their discus-

sions on policies, ideas and solutions to 

national challenges rather than engaging 

in character attacks against their oppo-

nents. 

He said Grenada's political future 

should be built on mutual respect, con-

structive dialogue and a shared commit-

ment to improving the lives of citizens. 

Mitchell also emphasized that na-

tional unity must be accompanied by 

honesty, integrity and accountability 

among those entrusted with public of-

fice. 

He encouraged Grenadians to hold 

his administration accountable for its 

promises and performance, stressing 

that public officials must remain an-

swerable to the people they serve. 

“As the Prime Minister of 

Grenada, I pledge to always put the in-

terests of the people of Grenada, Carri-

acou and Petite Martinique first,” he af-

firmed. 

The prime minister further stressed 

that the responsibility for developing the 

country extends beyond elected officials 

and government institutions. 

He called on citizens at home and 

throughout the diaspora to contribute 

their skills, resources and ideas to the 

country's continued progress. 

“There is more than enough work 

for all of us to do. We should put our 

shoulders to the wheel to build these is-

lands of Grenada, Carriacou and Petite 

Martinique,” Mitchell said. 

He described national development 

as a continuous process that requires 

sustained effort across generations, not-

ing that each administration has a re-

sponsibility to build on previous 

achievements while preparing the coun-

try for future challenges. 

“Our development is a continuous 

race. We are running our leg of the relay 

to pass the baton to those coming after 

us,” he said.

Mitchell leads NDC to win 14 of 15 seats 
in Grenada general elections

Grenada Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell
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limit disruption to road 
users.

reached over 80 per 

Timehri stands at about 
80 per cent.

C o n s t r u c t i o n 
activities include utility 
relocation, concrete 
drain installation, culvert 
reconstruction, bridge 

of permanent access 
points for properties. 

in Good Success is 
completed.

and cycle lanes, LED 

signs and thermoplastic 

improvements are 
intended to provide safer 
conditions for motorists, 
pedestrians and cyclists.

The Ministry of 

at least one lane open 

Streetlights are also 

Garden of Eden and 
Supply.

reconstruction is being 
carried out overnight 

each morning. Asphalt 

Craig and Good Success 
is expected to resume 
after reconstruction 

by China Road and Bridge 
Corporation, includes 
road reconstruction, 
bridge and culvert 
upgrades, improved 

road safety features. A 

progressing across 
three sections. The 

million expansion of the 
Good Success to Timehri 
road has reached 
about 64 per cent 
completion, advancing a 

expected to improve 
connectivity along the 

project, being executed 

in a developing housing 
community.

connection, saying it 

as families continue 
building and occupying 
their properties.

Resident, Tara 
Balram also highlighted 
the convenience of the 

The northern section 
of the scheme already 
has more than 450 

expected to be completed 
shortly.

For residents, the 
improvement addresses 
a practical challenge 

families constructing 
properties an alternative 
to accessing the scheme 
through Red Road in ‘E’ 
Field, Sophia.

improving access to 

Region Three through 
the Bharrat Jagdeo 
Demerara River Bridge.

During a recent 
inspection, Housing 

Residents of the 
expanding Cummings 
Lodge Housing Scheme 

reliable access routes, 

project creates a direct 
connection to the 

the community to major 

The reinforced 

made during a 
community outreach in 

Wismar Bridge is 

on November 15, 
replacing a crossing that become a thing of the 

substantially completed 
and formally handed 
over to the Ministry 

be commissioned by 
President, Dr. Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali at 4:00 p.m. at 
the bridge site.

concrete structure spans 
the Demerara River and 

travel simultaneously 
in both directions, 
eliminating the need 

vehicles cross the former 

It also features 

modern street lighting 
and navigational 
clearances designed to 

free for motorists and 
pedestrians.

The bridge is 
supported by upgraded 

approach roads, 

lane connections, 

roundabouts, drainage 
infrastructure and 

connect the crossing to 

Mabura Road and the 

Beyond easing 

the project is expected 
to strengthen a major 
transport corridor 
serving the hinterland 

Lethem routes.
The improved 

connectivity is 

for the movement of 
goods and services 
supporting mining, 
agriculture, tourism 
and other commercial 

replaces infrastructure 
that served Linden 
for nearly six decades, 

commuters and 
businesses move across 
the river.

alongside concrete 
roads, a police outpost 
and public open spaces.

In the southern 

house lots have been 
allocated, infrastructure 
development is 

and pipelines installed 

construction.
The Government said 

further infrastructure 

accompany increasing 
occupancy, as Cummings 
Lodge continues to 

residential community.

Minister, Collin Croal 
said the eastern access 

all types of vehicles 
expected to soon use it. 
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1.8km road project opens new connections for the 
growing housing community 

restrictions 

Construction ongoing on 
the road route 
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their vehicles, reducing 
pressure on community 
infrastructure.

fencing, lighting, security 
and management teams. 

minimal fee to help 
cover maintenance and 
operating costs.

under construction 
at Smithson’s Place, 

Palmyra, and Number 

Corentyne Coast. The 

directive from President 
Ali after residents 
raised concerns about 

costing approximately 
$2.2 billion are being 
developed in Region 

residential streets, 
improve road safety and 
address environmental 

vehicle servicing.
The facilities are 

improper disposal of 

facility is approximately 
65 per cent complete, 

its four lots practically 

provide designated 
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New truck parks aim to ease pressure on residential 
roads 



EQUALITY NEWS 33THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 2026
��������	
�����
��������������������������	
���������

24


�����������	�
���

�����
��	 �	���������

PRESIDENT ALI JOINS GUYANESE IN 

CELEBRATING THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS



EQUALITY NEWS 34THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 2026



EQUALITY NEWS 35THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 2026

Atlantic Suites Hotel
Tracts A and B, Seawall Road, 413741 Georgetown, Guyana

Atlantic Suites Hotel in Georgetown offers family rooms with air-conditioning, private bathrooms, and 
sea or city views. Rated 10 stars by recent guests  

592 227 9000 www.hyatt.com/stay/en-US/gyaaa-atlantic-suites-hotel
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