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PM visits wounded soldier

Prime Minister Brigadier (ret’d) Mark Phillips reaffirmed
government’s support for all ranks of the Guyana Defence Force
(GDF) while visiting the soldier who was wounded in am ambush
during a GDF boat patrol along Guyana’s Western border with
Venezuela in Region Seven.

Lance Corporal Douglas and other ranks were on GDF patrol
duties escorting three civilian boats transporting personnel and
cargo from Makapa to Eteringbang when they came under fire in
the vicinity of Black Water.

The patrol returned fire and safely manoeuvred the convoy
out of the area but Lance Corporal Douglas was hit. Another rank
narrowly escaped being injured.

Reports state that Monday’s shoot-out was the second major
one within the last two weeks. Some said that the shootings some-
times occur daily, making the Cuyuni River one of the most dan-
gerous areas to traverse.

Ali gets Visionary Leader Award in Houston

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali was, on Sunday evening, conferred with the Visionary Lead-
ership Award by the Bilateral Chamber in Houston, Texas, in recognition of his steadfast leader-
ship and transformative vision for Guyana’s economic development.

The ceremony was held in Houston on the

. sidelines of the 2026 Offshore Technology Con-
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1058A Albion Rd., Etobicoke ON Convention Centre, 2638 Steeles Avenue West,
41 6. 749.5559 from 9 - 11 a.m, which is being hosted by the
Guyana Consulate.
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CARICOM reaffirms “unequivocal support”

THE Caribbean Community (CARICOM) has is-
sued a firm statement cautioning against the use of re-
gional engagements to advance Venezuela’s claim to
Guyana’s Essequibo region, reinforcing its longstand-
ing support for Guyana’s sovereignty.

In a statement dated April 28, 2026, the regional
body acknowledged recent engagements within CARI-
COM where material asserting Venezuela’s claim was
publicly displayed, while also noting correspondence
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Caricom headquarters in Guyana

from President Irfaan Ali raising “grave concern”
over the development.
CARICOM made it clear that while member

states retain the sovereign right to conduct bilateral re-
lations, those engagements must align with the Com-
munity’s legal and diplomatic obligations under the
Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas.

“At the centre of those commitments stands the
Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas... [which] commits
Members to the preservation of the Community’s in-
tegrity and cohesion in their external relations,” the
statement outlined. Critically, the regional bloc drew a
red line on the use of its platforms in the ongoing bor-
der controversy, which is currently before the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ).

“Community platforms and engagements should
not be used, whether directly or indirectly, to advance
or appear to legitimise claims that are the subject of
ongoing judicial proceedings before the International
Court of Justice,” CARICOM stated.

The organisation reiterated that its position on the
matter remains unchanged, underscoring full backing
for Guyana’s territorial integrity and the judicial
process as the legitimate pathway to resolution.

“The Community’s longstanding and unequivocal
support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Guyana... remains firm and unchanged.”

&A Ul2ell S16 o] Wl 82 V)5 WA

Chapel Ridge

Funeral Home & Cremation Centre

Chapel
Ridge
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION CENTRE

Complete Funeral Package Pricing $4395 .00

Includes HST
GUﬁRANTEED L

in partnership with

North Toronto

Crematorium Inc.

Northi/

Toronto

CREMATORIUM

WEST PRICE

@ Same Day Funeral Service with 1 hour visitation prior to

service, including all professional fees and preparation

@ Batesville Grey Doeskin Casket

@ Cremation and Witnessing Fee at North Toronto Crematorium

or St John's Dixie Crematorium in Mississauga
@ Coroner, Death Registration and BAO Fee

Fadilities
also available in

Mississauga

Not included: Flowers, Limousines, Clergy or Musician Fees, Urns

Newly built large Chapel with Crematorium on-site - everything in one place!

905-305-8508

289-578-1288




EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY MAY 7 2026

Guyana exploring mass transit system
to complement road network

PRESIDENT Dr. Irfaan Ali has sig-
nalled a major shift in the country’s
transportation strategy, stating that the
government is actively examining the
development of a modern mass transit
system to complement the rapidly ex-
panding road network.

The Head of State made this known
at a recent commissioning event during
which he said that while significant in-
vestments are being made in highways
and road infrastructure, a growing econ-
omy will require more efficient ways to
move people.

“But while we are building roads to
meet existing demand, and to prepare for
future growth, we also recognise that
roads alone cannot carry the full burden
of a modern and expanding nation,” he
said.

President Ali explained that the
government is looking at a more inte-
grated approach to transportation, aimed
at improving daily commuting, reducing
congestion, and increasing overall effi-
ciency.

“That is why our plans go beyond
highways and bridges. We are actively
examining the development of an inte-
grated mass transit system that will com-
plement our road networks, reduce
congestion, lower travel time, and im-
prove the daily lives of citizens,” he
said.

Among the options under consider-
ation are a light rail system for high-den-
sity corridors, expanded bus services,
and new routing strategies to ease pres-
sure on existing roadways.

“This is why we’re giving serious
consideration to options such as light rail
systems for high-density corridors...
and larger modern buses for longer dis-
tance services, including routes to rural
and hinterland communities,” the Presi-
dent said.

Against this backdrop, he stated
that such initiatives form part of a

broader vision to modernise Guyana’s
transport sector in line with its rapid eco-
nomic growth and urban expansion.
“The future of transport is not only
about moving vehicles, it is about mov-
ing people,” President Ali said while
adding that an effective system must be
safe, affordable and accessible.
According to Dr. Ali, the proposed
mass transit system would work along-
side existing and planned road infra-
structure, creating a more balanced and
efficient network. “Our vision is clear:
A Guyana where roads, public transit
and smart planning work together in har-

mony, because the best transport net-
work is one that gives people choices,
saves them time, and connects every cit-
izen to opportunity,” he said.

The government continues to roll
out an aggressive infrastructure pro-
gramme across the country, with billions
being invested in highways, bridges, and
road expansion projects aimed at im-
proving connectivity and supporting
economic development.

However, the president acknowl-
edged that while road construction has
brought temporary inconveniences for
commuters, these challenges are part of

a broader transformation.

“We ask for your patience because
patience today will produce prosperity
tomorrow... the traffic you endure today
will become the travel you enjoy tomor-
row,” he said.

As Guyana’s population grows and
vehicle ownership increases, the Presi-
dent stressed that forward planning will
be essential to avoid future congestion
and inefficiencies. He stated that the
move toward mass transit represents a
proactive step in ensuring that the coun-
try’s transport system keeps pace with
development.

Guyana moving to crackdown on fake lawyers

ATTORNEY General Anil Nand-
lall has said that the government is
moving to strengthen laws to crack
down on individuals masquerading as
lawyers and operating illegal legal
services across the country.

The AG made this known while
speaking on his weekly programme Is-
sues in the News, during which he said
the proposed reforms to the Legal
Practitioners Act are aimed at tackling

widespread abuse within the sector, in-
cluding persons who are not qualified
or authorised to provide legal services.

“We have dozens of persons who
are pretending to be lawyers, mas-
querading as lawyers... and they are
not qualified to do so, they are not cer-
tified to do so, they are not competent
to do so,” he said.

The Attorney General warned that
such practices are causing serious
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harm to members of the public.

“People lose their properties, peo-
ple lose millions of dollars, people can
lose their liberty,” he said while adding
that the situation has resulted in great
and grave injustices.

He noted that in some instances,
individuals are openly advertising
legal services despite not being legally
permitted to do so. “I drive around this
country and you see signboards with
the legal services that these persons
offer,” he said.

Against this backdrop, Nandlall
also raised concerns about Justices of
the Peace and Commissioners of Oaths
who, he said, are exceeding their legal
authority by offering and promoting
legal services for financial gain.

“They are not intended for you to
go out there and convert that into a
money-making machine,” he said.

He further noted that there appear
to be instances where lawyers are col-
laborating with unqualified persons in
illegal arrangements.

“I am aware also that lawyers are
acting in conspiracy with them... this
is racketeering,” he said.

According to the AG, the govern-
ment intends to introduce stronger
sanctions to address the problem, in-
cluding the revocation of appointments
where necessary.

He went on to add that enforce-
ment action will be taken against those
involved in fraudulent legal practices.

“These things are illegal, and they
are going to be addressed, and they
will carry strong sanctions and penal-
ties,” he said while adding that the aim
is to protect citizens from exploitation
and restore integrity within the legal
system.
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Editorial from the Guyana Chron-
icle, May 6 2026

WHEN President Dr. Mohamed
Irfaan Ali spoke at the Offshore Tech-
nology Conference in Houston last
Monday, he aimed to reshape the en-
tire global conversation, and he was
right.

In front of industry leaders, in-
vestors, and policymakers from over
100 countries, Guyana’s leader made
one of the clearest and most honest ar-
guments this year: the planet needs en-
ergy balance more than it needs an
energy transition.

This is not just wordplay. It cor-
rects a prevailing narrative that has
treated fossil fuels and renewables as
opposing forces rather than as tools
that can work together to meet the
growing global energy gap.

The inconvenient truth President
Ali highlighted in Houston is one that
wealthy world-climate advocates have
often avoided—record global clean en-

The World

ergy investment of US$3.3 trillion in
2025 primarily goes to China, the
United States, and the European
Union, while regions with the fastest-
growing energy needs receive the least
funding. That is not a transition; it is
the entrenchment of energy inequality
masked in green rhetoric.

The president’s challenge was
pointed: are we solving one environ-
mental crisis while creating another?
The demand for critical minerals for
renewable technology has its own en-
vironmental costs: deforestation, toxic
waste, and water stress in vulnerable
communities.

These are not minor concerns.
They are real issues that should make
every sincere climate advocate think
twice. Guyana is asking the right ques-
tions, even if many in the Western pol-
icy establishment are not yet willing to
answer them honestly.

What strengthens Guyana’s argu-
ment is that the country is not just the-
orising; it is showing the model in

action.

Guyana is one of the fastest-
growing oil producers while also being
a significant net carbon sink, with
forests covering about 85 per cent of
its land and absorbing over 150 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon each year.

Through the Low Carbon Devel-
opment Strategy 2030, Guyana be-
came the first country to issue carbon
credits under the ART-TREES stan-
dard, securing a landmark agreement
valued at around US$750 million—
funds directed toward renewable en-
ergy, climate resilience, and national
development. That is not hypocrisy;
that is innovative governance.

Domestically, the Gas-to-Energy
project at Wales, the rollout of solar
farms across all ten administrative re-
gions, advancements in hydropower,
and investments in smart grid technol-
ogy and storage, all show that the gov-
ernment is serious about creating a
diversified, resilient energy system,
not just extracting oil and moving on.
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Must Listen

The regional effort is also promis-
ing, with partnership projects under-
way with Suriname, Brazil, and French
Guiana to build interconnected power
infrastructure that will benefit the en-
tire area.

Critics may argue that Guyana
should leave its hydrocarbons in the
ground. They are entitled to that view,
but they should be ready to explain to
Guyanese communities still waiting
for reliable electricity, better roads,
and improved healthcare how long
they must wait for the world to address
its renewable financing issues.

The energy transition, as it stands,
is not happening quickly or broadly
enough for the Global South. Guyana’s
“energy balance” framework provides
a practical and principled alternative,
one that does not force a choice be-
tween development and climate re-
sponsibility because, as President Ali
correctly states, those two goals do not
have to conflict. The world listened in
Houston. It should keep listening.

Attaining a resilient sugar industry

Dear Editor,

AS a communications analyst, I have spoken
with many displaced former workers from the sugar
industry in Berbice, gaining insight into their experi-
ences following the industry’s period of decline.
These conversations reflect not only economic hard-
ship, but also the emotional and social strain that ac-
companied the loss of stable employment in
communities long dependent on sugar.

The closure of several sugar estates in
Guyana—Wales, Skeldon, Enmore, and Rose Hall—
between 2016 and 2017 resulted in approximately
7,000 workers losing their jobs. This decision created
significant socioeconomic disruption, affecting fam-
ilies, small businesses, and entire villages that relied
heavily on the industry for survival and continuity.

The reopening of the Rose Hall Estate in
Berbice, however, represents a step towards recovery
and renewed confidence. As of March 2026, public
reports indicate that the Rose Hall, Albion, and Blair-
mont estates exceeded their weekly production tar-
gets during the second week of the current crop,
producing 2,457 tonnes of sugar against a target of
1,989 tonnes—surpassing expectations by 468
tonnes.

This progress was further supported by the
Weekly Production Incentive (WPI), which has mo-
tivated workers by providing additional earnings for
increased productivity.

These results demonstrate that a combination of
improved infrastructure, better management prac-
tices, and a committed workforce can significantly
strengthen the industry. Strategic coordination and
investment are proving essential in restoring effi-
ciency and building momentum within the sector.

At the same time, the training and development
of the next generation of skilled workers will be crit-
ical to sustaining long-term growth. The Guyana
Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo) is targeting 100,000
tonnes of sugar produc-
tion in 2026, supported
by a $13.4 billion gov-
ernment allocation
aimed at modernisation,
mechanisation, and fac-
tory improvements.

With production
costs previously ex-
ceeding selling prices,
ongoing reforms are fo-
cused on achieving fi-

tygroup@rogers.com.

nancial sustainability, with projections indicating a
return to profitability by 2030.

With all of this in mind, it is important that
Guyana continues to diversify its economic portfolio
while strengthening traditional industries.

Sugar remains a foundational part of our na-
tional identity and economic history, alongside rice
production, and continues to play a vital role in sup-
porting regional food security within CARICOM. A
balanced approach will ensure both resilience and
progress for the nation

Sincerely,

Blane R Bunbury
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Federal government rolls out $1B
support for tariff-effected firms

By Milan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

The federal government is rolling
out a $1.5 billion support package for in-
dustries affected by tariffs placed by the
United States, including a new financing
program delivered through the Business
Development Bank of Canada and addi-
tional funding for regional economic
agencies.

The announcement, made on May
4 by Innovation, Science and Economic
Development Canada (ISED), includes
a $1 billion loan program administered
by the Business Development Bank of
Canada. The program is meant to pro-
vide financing to companies that manu-
facture or export goods containing steel,
aluminum or copper and have been im-
pacted by trade barriers imposed by the
U.S.

In addition, the federal government
is allocating $500 million in new fund-
ing to the Regional Tariff Response Ini-
tiative, which is delivered through
Canada’s regional development agen-
cies. The funding is for supporting small
and medium-sized enterprises across
sectors impacted by tariffs by improving
access to financing and supporting
changes to business operations.

This follows changes to U.S. trade
policy earlier this year, including new
tariffs on products containing important
industrial metals. The tariffs have af-
fected a range of Canadian manufactur-
ing and export sectors, leading to federal
efforts to provide financial support and
maintain competitive prices.

The Business Development Bank
program will offer loans to eligible com-
panies, with financing to help companies
manage operational issues, maintain
production and pursue new opportuni-
ties. According to the announcement,
loans are expected to range between ap-
proximately $2 million and $5 million
and will be offered over a multi year pe-
riod.

The Regional Tariff Response Ini-
tiative funding will be distributed
through regional development agencies,
including the Federal Economic Devel-
opment Agency for Southern Ontario
and Canada Economic Development for
Quebec Regions. These agencies pro-
vide support specifically for local eco-
nomic conditions and are expected to aid
businesses in adapting to tariff related
disruptions.

The federal government said that

Industry Minister Melanie Joly announcing the support program

the

extra funding will support activities such
as diversifying the market, productivity
improvements and investments in new
technology. These changes are being
made to help businesses make changes
to current supply chains and reduce re-
liance on markets affected by the tariffs.

These changes all stem from ongo-
ing trade tensions between Canada and
the United States. The tariffs that have
expanded over the past year have tar-
geted many sectors, including steel, alu-
minum and automotive manufacturing,
affecting cross border trade and supply
chains.

Canada and the United States main-
tain one of the largest trading relation-
ships in the world, with a large portion
of Canadian exports headed for U.S.
markets. Changes to tariff policies tend
to have immediate effects on production,
pricing and employment in export based
industries.

Previous federal actions responding
to tariffs have included financial support
programs, adjustments to trade policy
and the promotion of the use of domes-
tically produced materials. The newly
announced package builds on earlier ef-
forts by expanding access to financing

and
business support.

The Business Development Bank
of Canada, a federal Crown corporation,
plays a key role in the new program.
BDC provides financing and advisory
services to Canadian businesses, with
focus on smaller industries experiencing
economic hardship.

Regional development agencies are
also expected to be important in deliver-
ing the added funding. These agencies
operate across Canada and are responsi-
ble for assisting economic growth, inno-
vation and business development within
their respective regions.

The government has indicated that

Advertising
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the
funding will be made available soon,
with program details and application
processes to be handed out through BDC
and the regional development agencies.
The support package is designed to
address both immediate financial pres-
sures and long term changes within the
affected industries, as Canadian compa-
nies respond to evolving trade condi-
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s
Minister Mustapha discusses

agricultural growth, food security

Agriculture Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha, who is currently in Belize
attending the National Agriculture and
Trade Show 2026 in Belmopan City as
the guest speaker, continued his pro-
gramme of engagements with a series
of meetings and facility visits aimed at
strengthening regional partnerships
and exploring opportunities for collab-
oration in key agricultural industries.

As part of the visit, Minister
Mustapha met with representatives of
BELCAR, where he toured the com-
pany’s grains, feeds, and oils opera-
tions.

Discussions focused on supply
chain development, feed production,
agro-processing opportunities, and the
role of value-added industries in sup-
porting agricultural growth and food
security.

The minister also met with offi-

- . : A F 3_- . l- "" :-;-:

cials of Reimers Feed Mills, where
matters relating to livestock feed pro-
duction, innovation in feed formula-
tion, and improving support systems
for poultry and livestock producers
were discussed.

Minister Mustapha noted that af-
fordable and reliable feed inputs are
critical to expanding Guyana’s live-
stock industry and improving competi-
tiveness.

Additionally, the minister held
discussions with representatives of
Western Dairies and the Spanish
Lookout Farmers Committee.

The engagements centred on
dairy production systems, cooperative
farming models, farmer support struc-
tures, and strategies to enhance pro-
ductivity and market access for
producers

o %

Minister Mustapha meets with farmers in Belize
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Guyana Festival makes epic return as
premier Independence celebration

FROM May 15 to 17, 2026, at the
Guyana National Stadium, Providence,
the Ministry of Tourism Industry and
Commerce (MINTIC) will be proudly
staging the return of the Guyana Festival
as part of Guyana’s Diamond Jubilee
celebrations, commemorating 60 years
as an independent nation.

On Thursday afternoon, subject
minister Susan Rodrigues provided an
update during a media engagement at the
venue. Guyana Festival is slated to be
held under the theme, ‘Sound, Soul, and
Taste.’

It was first envisioned by the Pres-
ident, Dr. Irfaan Ali in 2014 during his
tenure as Minister of Housing and Water,
according to Minister Rodrigues.

After 12 years, the festival makes a
grand return, and targets Guyanese from
across the country, as well as the dias-
pora and other international visitors who
will be in Guyana for the month of May.

In her remarks, Minister Rodrigues
stated that the festival marks the power-
ful rebirth of a visionary concept,
reimagined for a new era of national
pride, and cultural confidence.

“The festival calls us to celebrate 60
years of nationhood with pride, passion,
and purpose, and calls us to honour the
strength of Guyanese people, as well as
the richness of our heritage, and the vi-

brant spirit that has shaped Guyana into
one of the world’s most dynamic and
compelling emerging destinations,” the
minister said.

Further, the Guyana Festival calls
for all Guyanese to come together for the
celebration of culture, identity and am-
bition.

“Guyana’s greatest strength is its
people. At the heart of this festival is a
celebration of our uniqueness as a peo-
ple. Patrons will have the opportunity to
explore the cultural zone and culinary
village where the traditions of our six
peoples will come alive through music,
dance, cuisine, fashion and storytelling,”
she said.

According to Minister Rodrigues,
history will come alive with displays of
artifacts and relics that speak to
Guyana’s past. Over three exciting days,
Guyanese and visitors can immerse
themselves in Guyana’s unique heritage
through vibrant cultural showcases, as
well as live demonstrations from African
head wrapping and Tibisiri craft to sari
and dhoti wrapping.

Providing a rundown of expected
activities set to take place on each day,
the minister said from the first day,
which is May 15, 2026, persons can at-
tend the opening ceremony which will
be graced by the President and other
high-ranking officials. The Guyana Po-
lice Force and the Guyana Defence
Force will be in attendance, and
Guyanese will witness rich cultural per-
formances.

Immediately after the ceremony,
patrons will be treated to a culinary ex-
perience at ‘Taste of Guyana,” which will
feature delicacies from the various ethnic
groups, among other activities.

On day two, from 14:00hrs, patrons
can experience the ‘Culture and Food
Extravaganza Showcase,” which is ex-
pected to feature cultural and culinary
delights. At 20:00hrs, Guyanese cultural
legends will be honoured at a ‘Night of
Legends,” featuring artists and music
created by Guyanese, who are icons in
the music industry. This, the minister
said, will add further depth and excite-
ment to the festival.

Then on the final day, May 17,
2026, the festival will feature a National
Cookout Competition, where partici-
pants will be tasked with preparing
dishes representing each of the various
ethnic groups. The winners of this com-
petition will receive cash and other
prizes. Once again, at 20:00hrs on Sun-
day, there will be the One Guyana Con-
cert, featuring contemporary local
artistes and modern genres.

Some other key features of the
event include arts and crafts that reflect
Guyanese artistry, pottery making, and
interactive sessions for traditional craft
lovers. There will be a return of drama,
comedy, and poetry, which is rooted in
Guyanese creativity. In addition, there
will be fun and interactive entertainment
for the entire family.

Minister Rodrigues mentioned that
tickets cost $1,000 for adults, while chil-

dren under 12 are free. Ticket locations
will be announced in the coming days.

Alongside this, the Minister an-
nounced the creation of a Guyana Festi-
val Passport.

“So, this passport will cost $5,000
and when you purchase the passport it
offers you entry to all of the official
Guyana Festival events across the three
nights...,” she said.

“It also includes special savings and
discounts on tours from tour operators
like Touring Guyana, AirDash, and 592
Tours along with hotel stays by some of
our partners. We also are going to have
a passport grand prize draw,” she contin-
ued.

In that passport booklet are
coupons, which can be taken out and re-
deemed at several stores, and tour oper-
ators, with holders getting a special
discount. There are also coupons that can
be dropped into a box at the Guyana Fes-
tival, with special drawings each night.
These prizes are offered by Courts
Guyana, Caribbean Airlines, BYD and
GT Automotive.
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PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has
highlighted that the government is
working on plans to ensure that workers
are able to invest in and benefit directly
from large-scale national projects, out-
lining a vision for wealth creation be-
yond traditional wages.

The Head of State made this
known while delivering his address at
the Labour Day brunch at State House,
on Friday.

Dr Ali emphasised that the govern-
ment is moving to create systems that
would allow ordinary Guyanese to own
a stake in transformative industries, in-
cluding those linked to the country’s ex-
panding energy and industrial base.

“You have to own things. We want
the workers to own things,” President
Ali said, pointing to plans for special
mechanisms and incentives that would
allow workers to invest in major oppor-
tunities such as the gas and fertiliser
projects and other emerging sectors.

He related that this approach rep-

BuyCanadianNow.Ca
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President Dr Irfaan Ali, on Friday, hosted May Day Brunch for workers

President Ali outlines wealth-building vision
for citizens: ‘You have to own things’

resents the “next level” of economic
empowerment, where citizens are not
only earning incomes but also building
assets and sharing in the returns of na-
tional development.

Dr Ali stressed that empowerment
must go beyond wages and cash grants,
arguing that long-term prosperity will
depend on giving families the tools to
generate and expand their own income
streams.

“We can’t only think about em-
powerment through wages. .. we have to
think about empowerment as something
long-term, something sustainable,” Dr
Ali affirmed.

In this regard, the President high-
lighted the planned establishment of the
Guyana Development Bank as a key pil-
lar of this strategy.

This institution, he said, will sup-
port small ideas and entrepreneurial
ventures, helping to transform them into
viable businesses and new sources of in-
come for working families.

Dr Ali further pointed to the role of
public infrastructure in creating wealth,
noting that investments in roads and
community development can signifi-
cantly increase property values and eco-
nomic opportunities for households.

However, the challenge ahead, he
said, is ensuring that workers are
equipped to leverage these gains.

“How do we work with the work-
ers to deploy this additional value... to
diversify your income, to expand your
income base?”” he questioned.

Against this backdrop, Dr Ali
urged workers to position themselves to
take advantage of opportunities arising
from Guyana’s rapid development.

“This is a moment in our history...
that requires a restructuring of our
thinking process,” he said while adding
that the government is building an
“ecosystem” and setting aside resources
to support citizens in this transition.

The President emphasised that the
push for worker ownership will form

EQUALITY NEWS

part of a wider development model
grounded in social justice, with pro-
grammes designed to ensure that oppor-
tunities are accessible across the society.
He further reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to strengthening
support systems for workers beyond
their active years, including pensions,
healthcare and other services aimed at
ensuring dignity in retirement.
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U.S. companies ‘in it for the long term’ in
Guyana — ambassador says

UNITED States companies operat-
ing in Guyana are committed to long-
term partnerships and local capacity
building, rather than short-term gains,
according to U.S. Ambassador Nicole
Theriot.

Speaking recently on the Energy
Perspectives podcast, Theriot said the
U.S. business model in Guyana is cen-
tred on collaboration with local firms and
developing the country’s workforce.

“We don’t come in, bring our own
workers, finish the project, collect our
money and leave. That’s just not how
U.S. companies or the U.S. government
operates,” she said.

Instead, she explained, American
firms are focused on building sustainable
partnerships.

“We are in this for the long term.
We are here to be your partner moving
forward. We don’t just come and then
leave,” she added.

Theriot emphasised that success in
Guyana requires strong local collabora-
tion. “You have to work very closely,
hand in hand, with Guyanese companies
and also Guyanese employees,” she said.

She noted that while expatriate
workers may be used initially, the long-
term goal is to transfer skills to
Guyanese.

“Our model is: in the short term, if
it’s necessary, we’ll bring in expatriates
to work. But simultaneously, we are
training and building the capacity of
Guyanese workers so that we can leave
and they can take over. It’s a matter of
upskilling,” she explained.

The Ambassador described this ap-
proach as essential for ensuring
Guyana’s long-term independence and

U.S. Ambassador Nicole Theriot

sustainability.

“It will make you, in the end, com-
pletely independent and self-sustain-
able,” she said.

Beyond oil and gas, Theriot high-
lighted growing U.S. interest in sectors
such as infrastructure, agriculture,
healthcare, and information technology.

“U.S. companies are absolutely in-
terested in Guyana in a number of differ-
ent sectors,” she said.

She pointed to major developments,
including interest in a deepwater port,
partnerships in agriculture, and invest-
ments in healthcare systems.

“There was a huge presence of U.S.

health care here—Mount Sinai Health
Systems and Northwell Health. And
they’re also bringing in other U.S. com-
panies to modernise and expand
Guyana’s health network. So, there’s so
much going on in different areas.”

Theriot also revealed that Guyana’s
first data centre could be developed by a
U.S. company. However, she urged im-
provements in procurement systems to
further boost investor confidence.

“I think Guyana could do itself a
huge favour, not just for U.S. companies
but for all international companies, if
they looked at modernising the tender
process. I think that’s something that

could really add a lot of value and be a
win for all of us,” she said.

Theriot added: “Things like online
submission of digital documents, or hav-
ing oversight contracts for every single
major public works contract—those
things would give U.S. and international
companies peace of mind. So, that when
they’re dealing with Guyana, they know
exactly what the requirements are, what
they need to do, and how it’s going to
work.”

The Ambassador encouraged poten-
tial investors to visit Guyana in person to
fully appreciate the opportunities avail-
able.

“You have to come here. You can’t
do a webinar or have a phone call. You
have to see it for yourself,” she advised.

She also stressed the importance of
patience and understanding the country’s
stage of development. “Be open to con-
nections with Guyanese partners and be
patient,” she said.

Theriot expressed optimism about
Guyana’s future, describing its rapid
transformation as remarkable. “I have to
say the transformation in this country is
astounding... it’s almost unbelievable
how quickly things are moving,” she
said.

“And it’s just such a testament to
the commitment of the private sector
here, the government, and the Guyanese
people wanting to make that transforma-
tion. So, it’s really beautiful. I’'m really
happy to see it.” She added that Guyana’s
development trajectory is inclusive and
forward-looking. “You’re seeing all of
these benefits for all Guyanese... it can’t
be just one segment of the population
that benefits,” she said.

collaborative activities

supported by

and regional chapters:

worldwide.

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
an Advisory Council
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national

Key priorities of the WGC include:

#  Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership

% Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

& Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.
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World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6

If you have any questions feel free to
get in touch:

Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WgC-0rg.com




THURSDAY MAY 7 2026

EQUALITY NEWS

VP Jagdeo warns low production driving up
food costs: ‘Produce enough or pay more’

VICE PRESIDENT, Dr Bharrat
Jagdeo says Guyana needs to produce
more to deal with the rising market
prices and minimise the effects of the
external world conflicts.

Responding to a question from a
farmer during a consultation convened
by President, Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali on
Thursday at the Arthur Chung Confer-
ence Centre, VP Jagdeo explained that
Guyana is not producing enough of what
its people are now eating, and that this
gap is driving up food costs.

For a country that still relies heav-
ily on imports for certain food items,
Guyana is not insulated from that reality

VP Jagdeo also acknowledged that
local production shortfalls are unfolding
against a volatile global backdrop,
heightening the urgency of strengthen-
ing domestic food security.

The recent conflict between the
United States and Iran, which sent
shockwaves through the global oil and
shipping industries, has added new pres-
sure to an already strained global supply
chain.

With oil prices rising and shipping
disruptions causing economies to con-
vulse, the cost of imported goods, in-
cluding food, is expected to climb

Vice President Bharrat Jagdeo

further in the weeks and months ahead.
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For a country that still relies heav-
ily on imports for certain food items,
Guyana is not insulated from that real-
ity.

“More people are eating meat now.
They’re wealthier, they eat more
chicken, they eat more meat and the
prices are going up,” the VP said.
“We’re not producing enough beef.
We’re not producing enough mutton in
the country based on what people are
eating....so prices keep going up,” he
said

The VP pointed to chicken as an
example of the local angle of the prob-

lem. Vendors buy a piece from produc-
ers at $125 and sell it fried for $6.75
USD.

Mutton tells an even sharper story.
While a pound costs around $4.99 USD
in the United States, it fetches $11 USD
here, because the country does not pro-
duce enough, and suppliers know it.

The VP used cassava cultivation as
another cautionary example, and one
that is closer to home.

When the government offered
farmers $40 a pound and committed to
setting up a processing mill, prices
jumped to $125 a pound within weeks,
making the entire project unviable be-
fore it could start.

Against this backdrop, the VP said
the country must either produce more or
accept strategic imports. He said leaving
prices to climb unchecked places the
burden squarely on ordinary Guyanese.

“Guess who gets criticised all the
time for cost-of-living increases? The
government,” he said.

On rice, traditionally a reliable sta-
ple, the VP acknowledged that rising
labour costs could one day threaten that
stability, making diversification and
stronger yields a necessity rather than a
choice.

He stressed that with global uncer-
tainty showing no signs of easing, small-
scale, low-productivity operations are no
longer sustainable, and that livestock
and agriculture must be treated as proper
industries if Guyana is to keep prices
manageable.

“If they go into it as an industry,
I’m sure we can compete with any part
of the world,” he reasoned stating, “But
if you do it at a low productivity level,
then the country suffers. Ordinary peo-
ple suffer.”
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Guyana rising as investment desti-
nation, global leader

GUYANA now occupies a place of

considerably more influence and re-
spect globally, hemispherically, and re-
gionally on almost all subject matters.

This was the sentiment expressed
by Senior Minister with responsibility
for Finance in the Office of the Presi-
dent, Dr. Ashni Singh, during his ap-
pearance on the ‘Starting Point’ podcast
on Sunday.

Speaking following his participa-
tion in the International Monetary Fund
(IMF)/World Bank Group (WBGQ)
Spring Meetings, Minister Singh said
the engagement, coupled with growing
interest from international investors,
have reinforced Guyana’s growing role
of leadership on the international stage.

Speaking during the interview,
Minister Singh said the recently held
IMF/World Bank Spring Meetings were
the most recent example of Guyana’s
growing role and influence on the inter-
national stage.

Noting the shift that the meetings
highlighted, he shared, “Those meet-
ings are a good example of how, not

Ly

_

only how we are viewed and perceived,
but also the interactions that we have,
and the contributions that we can make,
and how those have evolved over time.”

He further noted that over the
years, Guyana’s engagement with the
international community, and particu-
larly the international financial institu-
tions, have improved drastically, and at
an unprecedented rate.

He said this engagement has
changed due to Guyana’s growing con-
tribution and economic success.

“The engagement has changed sig-
nificantly because we are a significant
contributor now to regional economic

Dr. Ashni Singh signed the MOU with IFC’s Alfonso Garcia Mora

-

growth. We are a significant contributor
to aggregate output in the oil and gas,
well, in oil in particular, thus far,” he
said adding, “The mere fact that we are
now an economy that is growing rap-
idly,
Guyana matter so much more signifi-

that economic outcomes in

cantly for aggregate Caribbean eco-
nomic outcomes and the overall
Caribbean economic outlook, that alone
has contributed to a significant change
in the engagement.” More importantly,
Minister Singh noted that Guyana’s
governance has gained just as much
traction and attention.

He noted that the People’s Pro-

gressive Party/Civic Government con-
tinues to gain the support for its pro-
gressive leadership, with Head of State
President Dr. Irfaan Ali setting an ex-
ample through policy creation, imple-
mentation, and execution that has made
Guyana a model in many regards.

“The international community also
recognises that in this government, in
successive People’s Progressive Party
Civic/Governments, and in this gener-
ation of the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic Government led by Presi-
dent Dr. Irfaan Ali, the international
community has found a political lead-
ership that has provided a good exam-
ple to the world of policy making and
policy implementation and execution
that is worthy of emulation.”

Moreover, he noted that beyond
building a policy framework and imple-
menting it, Guyana’s leadership is also
equipped with strong intellectual and
thoughtful leadership. This, he added,
has made Guyana a voice on a number
of critical and pressing matters that face
not just the region, but the world.
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SHARMA| LAW

Your Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case. Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
every client, so we're in the best position to represent you
and your family when it matters most. Backed by proven
results and experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.
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Q_ Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence of others * Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
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* Pedestrian Accidents

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based on a
thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes.

FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM REVIEW.

Check out our Google reviews

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere
in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.
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lwokrama named among world’s top
eco-tourism destinations

GUYANA'’S Iwokrama Interna-
tional Centre for Rainforest Conserva-
tion and Development has been named
one of Travel and Tour World’s “50
Best Eco-Tourism Destinations in the
World for 2026,” reinforcing the coun-
try’s growing reputation as a leader in
sustainable tourism and rainforest con-
servation.

According to information from
the Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA),
the global recognition underscores
Iwokrama’s model of balancing biodi-
versity protection with low-impact
tourism, while providing livelihood
opportunities for surrounding Indige-
nous and local communities.

Further cementing its green cre-
dentials, Iwokrama was first awarded
the Green Destinations Good Travel
Seal Certificate in 2023 for a two-year
period and successfully renewed the
certification in 2026, signalling ongo-
ing, measurable progress in key sus-
tainability indicators such as
environmental management, cultural
preservation, and community benefit.

These achievements align closely
with national priorities, as the Ministry
of Tourism, Industry & Commerce and
the Guyana Tourism Authority con-
tinue to champion responsible tourism
development, conservation, and com-
munity engagement across Guyana.

Together, these efforts position
the country’s tourism sector as a vital
partner in safeguarding its rainforest

Iwokrama Resort

heritage while attracting discerning
eco-travellers from around the world.

Farmers applaud govern-
ment’s cash-grant initiative

THE Government of Guyana is
once again showing that its work goes
beyond ministries and has a direct im-
pact on the lives of Guyanese, with its
most recent initiative aimed at ensuring
the continued success of the agricultural
sector and those who drive it.

Rice farmers across the country are
expressing strong support for the meas-
ure, describing it as a timely interven-
tion that will help them navigate low
paddy prices and rising production
costs. The initiative, launched last
week, will provide direct cash payments
to farmers based on acreage, a signifi-
cant factor for both small- and large-
scale farmers

It is aimed at offering farmers im-
mediate relief while enabling them to
re-invest in ongoing and upcoming
crops. As the Head of State, President,
Dr Irfaan Ali outlined options during
the unveiling of the initiative, including
direct cash support, fertiliser assistance,
subsidies, and acreage-based payments,
which are being considered.

The government’s approach re-
mains consultative and data-driven,

backed by engagement with farmers,
and forms part of broader efforts aimed
at stabilising the local rice industry
amid global market pressures.

Speaking after the announcement,
a number of rice farmers said the initia-
tive is particularly important given the
current challenges within the sector.

Dexter Thomas noted that with
prices remaining low, any form of assis-
tance provides a much-needed boost.
He explained that the cash grant now al-
lows them to return to their fields with
some level of financial backing.

Sharing how the change in prices
has impacted him and how this grant
will aid, Thomas said, “I think it is a
very good initiative because of the way
the price is, and the government assist-
ing the farmers is very good. I remem-
ber we did not get any good prices
before, so they are doing something
good.”

The intervention is designed
specifically to cushion farmers against
declining earnings while ensuring pro-
duction is maintained.
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The Guyana Consulate is pleased to announce that
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DFM Danforth

Food Market

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

Maggi Season-Up
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Grace Tropical
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We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.
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Ting Real Jamaican
Grapefruit Beverage
591 I

Nupak

142 ml

Mauby Fizz
or Sorrel Fizz
300 ml

Nu Chef
White Vinegar
4L

Grace
100% Coconut Water
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Kraft BBQ Sauce
Original or Chicken & Rib
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Tropical Delight
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Pepper Jelly
210 g
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Grace Titus 777 Traditional Five Roses

Vienna Sausage Sardines Basmati Rice All Purpose White

Hot & Spicy 130 g Assorted 125 g 8 Ibs Flour 1kg

Super Kill
Roach & Ant Killer
170 g

DANFORTH
FOOD

MARKET

Tide Double
Power Detergent
Jasmine&Rose 1kg

Fresh-o-bowl

Deodorizer
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KITCHEN
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Petroleum Jelly
170 g
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Delicious Jamulcan Dish
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Chlcken Leg Chicken Legs
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With Purchase of 2 cases or
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\though we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last reserve the right to limit quantities.
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Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy Road
South
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Lawrence Ave. E.

Kennedy Rd. Soith
Rutherford Rd. South

Markam Rd.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Dundas St. E.

Under New Management

Glidden Rd.
Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 8 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
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Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

TIC JAMAICAN FOOD!
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!
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Mandir. 416261 0261
Pt, Dave Ramoutar; 416918 4038
Pt, Heeralall Sharma: 647 505 7192
Bhai Raymond: 416 659 8967
Bahen Nadira: 416 873 4486

ADULT: $20

o8 MANDIR- 4162610261
CHILD (6-12YRS): $10

<7 PLDAVE- 416918403
£ BAHENNADIRA- 16473486
V& BHAI RAYMOND - 4166598967

LAW OFFICE

CHET SHARMA

B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LL.B.
Barrister, Sollcitor & Notary Public
GENERAL PRACTICE
I Immigration Law

Criminal Law
Divorce & Famlly Law

Offce: 416-285-1550 ) z

DONATION INFO;
Etransfer (Canada) - donate.sssmdgmail.com
PayPal (Canada & USA) - donate.sssmidgmall.com
Cheque Payable to Shiv Sewa Sangh Mandir

CHILD (YRS & UNDER): FREE
SNACKS WILL BE ON SALE

Res: 416-284-9191

150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!

AC Services

Brakes

Electrical Systems
Engine Repair

New & Used Tires
Steering
Suspension
Transmission Repair

s G AUTO WORK

Stanley G.

416-285-5875

sgautoworkf@hotmail.com

1940) Ellesmere Rd. Unit 14
Scarborough, ON, MIH2V7
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Canadian Made: Affordable
Caskets, Urns, Flowers,
Headstones and more.

www.casketfactory.ca

Toronto Casket Factory Outlet

1-905-502-0334

Antigua * Barbados ¢ Guyana * Dominica e
Grenada * Jamaica  St. Lucia « St. Vincent ¢
Suriname ¢ Trinidad

Door to Door Service * Returning Residents  Boxes & Crates ¢
Complete Packing & Crating Services » Money Transfer » Courier Service
 Empty Barrels (food grade plastic, cardboard & steel)

NEW EMPTY BARRELS
FOR SALE AT OUR
CANADA OFFICE!

TRANSFER
AVAILABLE

®
Io Money
Transfer

5250 Finch Ave E, Units 13 & 14, Scarborough, ON M1S 5A5
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‘Energy balance key to global future’
- President Ali tells mdustry leaders

PRESIDENT Dr Mohamed Irfaan
Ali used the world’s premier offshore
energy forum on Monday to outline a
case that the global conversation must
shift from “energy transition to energy
balance.”

Delivering the feature address at
the opening of the 2026 edition of the
Offshore Technology Conference (OTC)
in Houston, Texas, President Ali said
that Guyana’s distinctive approach is
living proof that the model works.

Guyana’s head of state told the
gathering of global industry leaders, in-
vestors and policymakers from more
than 100 countries that the world is not
simply switching from one energy sys-
tem to another. It is trying to close a
growing gap between supply and de-
mand that continues to rise.

To back up his argument, he noted
that global investment in clean energy
reached a record US$3.3 trillion in 2025,
yet it remains heavily concentrated in
China, the United States, and the Euro-
pean Union, leaving the regions with the
fastest-growing energy needs the least
funded. The president warned that the
push toward critical minerals needed for
renewable technology carries its own
environmental price, from mass defor-
estation to toxic waste to water con-
sumption in already water-stressed

vancing, and investment in wind energy
is underway to further diversify the re-
newable mix. The government is also
upgrading transmission and distribution
networks, investing in smart grid tech-
nology, and scaling up energy storage so

~ that renewable energy can deliver on its

potential.

President Ali said Guyana is also
looking beyond its borders, actively de-
veloping projects in partnership with
Suriname, Brazil, and French Guiana to

—— | build regional power infrastructure and

President Irfaan Ali looks at a display at the OTC

communities.

To this end, he asked, “are we ad-
dressing one environmental crisis while
creating another?” That tension, the
president said, is exactly why the fram-
ing needs to change. “Instead of energy
transition... how do we achieve energy
balance to create a win-win scenario for
investors, the planet, and humanity?”

Guyana, he said, has chosen that
balanced path, extracting full value from
its hydrocarbon resources while simul-
taneously building out a modern, diver-
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Where Every Bite Feels Like the Islands!

Escape to the Caribbean right here in
SCARBOROUGH! ———

SIGNATURE DISHES:

« Pepper Shrimp
@® Ginger Fried Rice
Q, Weekend Island Brunch

sified energy system across all ten ad-
ministrative regions.

The Gas-to-Energy (GTE) project
in Wales, West Bank Demerara (WBD),
is a cornerstone of that effort, aimed at
lowering the carbon intensity of the na-
tional grid, improving reliability, and
supporting industrial development.
Solar farms have been deployed nation-
wide, with the energy mix tailored to
each region based on geography and
need.

Hydropower development is ad-
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interconnection systems that would de-

liver greater energy security and eco-

nomic co-operation across the region.
“Guyana’s role in the global energy

~ and climate landscape is distinctive,” the

president said. “We are one of the
fastest-growing oil producers in the
world. At the same time, we are one of
the most significant net carbon sinks.
Our forests cover approximately 85% of
our landmass.”

To conclude his address, the presi-
dent appealed to every government, fi-
nancial institution and private sector
actor in the room to invest in Guyana,
noting that any energy investment is an

investment in a sustainable future and a
balanced framework that the world
needs.

# EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT:
KARAOKE & VIBES
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Guyana dismantles Venezuela's claims,
defends validity of 1899 Arbitral Award

DISTINGUISHED
lawyer Paul Reichler has dismissed

international

Venezuela’s claims of collusion between
the United States of America and Great
Britain as implausible and unsupported.

He told the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) that the historical record in-
stead confirms the legitimacy of the
1897 Treaty of Washington and the Oc-
tober 3, 1899, Arbitral Award it pro-
duced.

Presenting submissions in the on-
going border controversy case, Reichler
said Venezuela’s argument that the treaty
was tainted by fraud or conspiracy can-
not withstand scrutiny.

“Mr. President, neither Venezuela’s
contention of fraud nor its contention of
error withstands scrutiny or is even plau-
sible,” he argued.

Reichler described the allegation of
collusion as illogical, noting that it
would require the court to accept that the
United States abruptly abandoned its
longstanding support for Venezuela and
instead sided with Britain.

He “They
credulity, requiring you to conclude that
the United States... made a complete
volte-face... by switching sides and sup-

contended: strain

porting Britain’s interest in the disputed
territory to the prejudice of
Venezuela’s.”

The attorney maintained that docu-
mentary evidence tells a very different
story—one in which Venezuela actively
sought arbitration and relied on U.S.
support to secure it.

“It is a fact that Venezuela re-
quested the protection of the United
States in order to resist Great Britain’s
conduct and reach a peaceful solution to
the territorial dispute,” he told the court.

Reichler added that arbitration
would not have materialised without that
support.

“It was clear that the possibility of
submitting the dispute to arbitration
could have materialised only with the
support of the United States,” he stated.

Reichler further that
Venezuela was not excluded from the

argued

treaty process, as it now claims, but was
instead actively involved and repre-
sented throughout.

He told the World Court that the
evidence indicates Venezuela relied on
then U.S. Secretary of State Richard
Olney and President Grover Cleveland

to protect its interests.

Reichler pointed to contemporane-
ous records showing Venezuelan repre-
sentatives were consulted and their
positions incorporated into negotiations.

“This is entirely fallacious. It is
completely refuted by the documentary
evidence, as you will now see,” Reichler
asserted, dismissing Venezuela’s claims.

He also highlighted that Venezuela
accepted and complied with the 1899
Arbitral Award for decades after the
process it had championed concluded.

“As the court is well aware,
Venezuela accepted, respected, and
complied with the 1899 Arbitral Award
for more than 60 years,” he noted.

The 1897 Treaty of Washington, he
explained, was the lawful basis for arbi-
tration between Venezuela and Great
Britain, culminating in the award that
fixed the boundary between Guyana and
Venezuela.

“I will address you on the 1897
Treaty of Washington by which they
agreed to arbitrate their territorial dis-
pute... resulting in the award of October
3, 1899,” Reichler submitted.

He stressed that Venezuela only
began challenging the treaty decades

Attorney Paul Reichler

later.

Reichler told the ICJ: “It was not
until 1963, 66 years after it ratified the
treaty, that Venezuela first began to find
fault with it.”

The validity of the 1897 Treaty re-
mains a central pillar in the broader case
concerning the legitimacy of the 1899
Arbitral Award, which legally estab-
lished the boundary between Guyana
and Venezuela.

Reichler’s submissions sought to
reinforce Guyana’s position that the
treaty—and by extension the award—
was lawfully concluded and remains
binding under international law.

As hearings continue,
the ICJ is expected to
weigh these historical and
legal arguments in deter-

mining the merits of
Guyana’s case.
In accordance with the

1966 Geneva Agreement,
Guyana and Venezuela en-
gaged in decades of Good
Offices efforts under the
auspices of the United Na-
tions Secretary-General in '
an attempt to reach a

peaceful resolution.

However, on January 30, 2018,
after the process failed to yield meaning-
ful progress, the Secretary-General de-
termined that the Good Offices process
had run its course and selected judicial
settlement by the ICJ as the next means
of resolving the controversy.

The case was formally filed by
Guyana on March 29, 2018, seeking a
final and binding ruling affirming the
legal validity of the 1899 Arbitral Award
and the boundary determined thereafter.
Rulings of the ICJ are binding on par-
ties.
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India’s Central Bank is taking steps to fight digital fraud

Indians lost $2.5bn to digital fraud in
2025: Central Bank fights back

In February, Alok (name changed), a business
analyst based in the western Indian city of Pune,
got a text message asking him to pay 1,000 rupees
($10.75; £7.9) as a speeding fine.

The message asked him to settle the amount
quickly to avoid his driving licence being sus-
pended, prompting Alok to immediately click on
the link to pay. He was asked to share an OTP
(one-time password) to complete the payment.

Minutes later, his credit card was charged
$3,225, the maximum transaction limit.

Alok had inadvertently authorised a much
larger sum than what was supposed to be the fine,
falling prey to a common scam in India where
fraudsters send fake messages mimicking official
websites that direct unsuspecting individuals to
phishing links and drain their bank accounts.

Experts call this a type of fraud "social engi-
neering" - where scammers dupe their victims
using psychological manipulation, instilling fear
and urgency.

India has seen an alarming rise in such fraud
with the unprecedented adoption of digital pay-
ments in the country over the last half decade.

Nearly 2.5 million people have lost some
$2.5bn in 2025, a staggering 4,300% rise since
2021. The explosive jump in cases has finally
prompted India's central bank, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) to step in.

In a discussion paper released earlier this
month, the central bank said it was mulling several
measures to tackle the problem.

These include a one-hour lag at the payer's
end in account-to-account transactions and addi-
tional authentication by a "trusted person" for
high-value digital payments by vulnerable sections
of society such as elderly people.

The paper also talks about limits and reviews
of large credits to customer accounts to ensure
these aren't mules (accounts used for illegal trans-
fer of money), and giving people more control to
switch on/switch off digital payments and set lim-
its like they can for cards.

India's central bank is mulling several meas-
ures to reduce cyber fraud, including a potential
time lag in payments

Several experts the BBC spoke to say that

while the RBI's proactive stance is a welcome step,
these proposals - which will be finalised after pub-
lic comments and feedback - could end up having
only a limited impact.

The first proposal, for instance, to have
lagged payments could be effectual in preventing
OTP fraud of the type that Alok fell for, but in
value terms such scams are a "minuscule propor-
tion of the overall fraud landscape", Rajesh Bansal,
former CEO of the RBI's Innovation Hub, told the
BBC.

"These scams were the dominant variety three
or four years ago, but frauds have now moved to
another level, and are far more sophisticated."”

Implementation of these measures could also
be challenging, according to experts.

"It is not going to be easy to implement a lag
because there are so many parties involved in the
payment network. There is no simple way to do it
without changing the current architecture," says
Wriju Ray of IDfy, a leading regulatory technology
company.

The RBI acknowledges this in the discussion
paper, saying introducing lags would require
changes across the system, from transaction queu-
ing to cancellation mechanisms, and would involve
"cost and effort for the ecosystem".

Moreover, the central bank acknowledges, it
would "conflict with the core design principle of
immediacy of digital payments".

"It's like building an expressway and adding
speed breakers every few kilometres," says Bansal.

And this friction is unlikely to help much.

"They [scammers] are just going to figure out
a way to overcome the lag. For instance, they
might ask for a customer to undertake a payment
and wait for an hour for their acknowledgement so
an alarm is not raised," says Ray.

According to him, some of the other measures
being considered are fair but raise several ques-
tions. "Additional checks for senior citizens is
probably highly recommended but how does one
comply? What if your so-called 'trusted adviser' is
abroad? And what if they ask you to go ahead with
a transaction that still ends up being a fraudulent
one? Then who does the accountability move to?"
asks Ray.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Be wary of anyone who
says they have an idea that is guaranteed to make money, be-
cause while it may make money for them the cash is likely to
come out of your pocket. Don’t be one of those suckers who
is born every minute.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): There has been far too
much wishful thinking in recent weeks, both by yourself and
by people you thought could make things happen for you. Mer-
cury in your sign, at odds with power planet Pluto, means it’s
time for a mental reset.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): As an Air sign you can
be impetuous at times and the planets warn if you rush into
something today the results are unlikely to be to your liking.
You must look ahead and you must prepare carefully. Also,
avoid people who push you to be impulsive.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): If you have any doubts
at all that something you have been working on is the right
thing to do then stop immediately. It may have seemed like a
good idea at the time but it should be obvious by now that
you’ve made a wrong turn.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Power planet Pluto squares up
to Mercury today and begins its retrograde phase tomorrow.
What that means in everyday language is that you can no
longer trust other people to make decisions for you. Seize the
initiative and don’t give it up.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): Mercury, your ruler, is well
placed in your chart , making it easy for you to get your mes-
sage across, but colleagues and people in positions of power
don’t want to listen. It’s a waste of time shouting, so do what
you can on your own.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Something you did for a
friend or family member earlier in the year will be repaid in
full today. You may have forgotten about it but they have not
and are determined to balance the books. It’s good that they
think so highly of you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): By all means give voice
to your opinions today but don’t expect a positive response.
While communications planet Mercury is at odds with Pluto
it doesn’t matter what facts you call on to support your cause,
some people just won’t want to know.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): The planets indi-
cate that what you do now will probably have to be done again
later in the month, so to put it bluntly, why bother? Instead of
exerting yourself, take time out from your busy schedule to
enjoy the day with someone you love.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): You want to be deci-
sive but you can also sense that this may not be the best time
to make a move that could define what others think of you for
weeks, months, maybe even years to come. You don’t HAVE
to take action this very minute.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): It’s not like you to get
emotional but Pluto in your sign has been playing havoc with
your feelings of late and there could be more turmoil today.
Take a few deep breaths, stand back from what is going on,
and try to keep it all in perspective.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Something you thought
was a problem is about to be resolved to your liking and you
will most likely be shocked. Seems you were led to believe by
people you should not have trusted that a “crisis” was in fact

of no real significance.
Our

advertising works!
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Trinidad and Tobago government opti-
mistic about Petrotrin refinery restart

The Trinidad and Tobago govern-
ment says it remains optimistic that it
will restart the state-owned Petrotrin oil
refinery, which was shut down in 2018
by the administration of former prime
minister Keith Rowley due to outstand-
ing debts totaling billions of dollars.

Energy and Energy Industries
Minister Roodal Moonilal said the ad-
ministration of Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar is nearing a final deci-
sion on restarting the refinery, follow-
ing high-level discussions with
international stakeholders, including of-
ficials from Nigeria.

Moonilal told reporters that the
government has drawn inspiration from
successful refinery restarts in West
Africa and is now finalizing a commer-
cial and financing structure designed to
reduce the burden on taxpayers by
leveraging international private invest-
ment.

The proposal, which includes en-
gaging a world-class operator while uti-
lizing local labor, is expected to be
presented to Cabinet for a final decision
in the near future.

“I can say that we have had ex-
pressions of interest, we have had talks
with entities throughout the Caribbean
and across the globe. Quite recently in
Washington, we have had discussions
with officials of the Republic of Nige-
ria and other places as well on the re-
finery upstart,” Moonilal said, adding
“we’re extremely optimistic.

“In Africa, incidentally, there have
been several refineries that have had
restarts, some even longer than seven
years have been gone, and we were ex-
cited to learn of some of the West
African developments.

“We are in talks with several enti-
ties concerning both operationalising,
commercial structure, and of course fi-
nancing. And we are coming to the end
of that period now, and very soon, the
cabinet and the prime minister will be
involved in the government to take
some decisions as we go forward.”

Moonilal said he would prefer not
to go into further detail ahead of Cabi-
net deliberations but indicated that key
decisions are imminent.

“But we are coming very soon
now to some key decisions on that mat-
ter, and we are very happy with the in-
terest, and we are happy with the
scenario where, of course, the taxpayer
will not have to expend any significant
amount of capital investment, but we
can get that from the international pri-
vate sector, from the investing commu-
nity, and of course we can have a
reputable, world-class operator to work
with our labour force here...and restart

that refinery.”

In March last year, the Rowley ad-
ministration said it had accepted a rec-
ommendation from an evaluation
committee naming Oando PLC as the
preferred bidder for the lease of the
Guaracara refinery.

The government said the decision
was based largely on Oando’s financial
track record, including its US$1.5 bil-
lion acquisition of assets from Cono-
coPhillips in Nigeria.

Trinidad Petroleum Holdings Lim-
ited (TPHL) owns Guaracara Refining
Company Ltd, which operates the
country’s only petroleum refinery. It
also owns the Paria Fuel Trading Com-
pany subsidiary, responsible for import-
ing refined petroleum products and
managing domestic storage and distri-
bution.

Earlier this year, the government
received an interim report from the Re-
finery Restart Committee led by former
energy minister Kevin Ramnarine.

A government statement said the
committee had been tasked with re-
viewing the refinery’s technical readi-

The Pointe-a-Pierre Refinery in Trinidad

ness, infrastructure, and utilities, and
developing a plan for restarting opera-

tions in the shortest possible timeframe.

“The Interim Report notes that de-
spite its closure seven years ago, the
restart of the refinery is technically,
commercially and financially viable
given the current market demands for
refined products and crude availability.
The closure of the refinery for seven
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years has led to degradation of the units
and supporting utilities and offsites,”
the government statement said.

When the refinery was closed in
2018, then finance minister Colm Im-
bert said the cost of upgrading the facil-
ity would have placed an unsustainable
burden on the company, with debt esti-
mated at TT$12 billion, including
TT$5.780 billion due in August 2019.
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CARICOM, Germany sign €31.9 million deal to
regional development priorities

advance

The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) Secretariat and Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusam-
menarbeit (GIZ) have formalised a new
cooperation framework aimed at ad-
vancing key regional priorities, with
the signing of six implementation
agreements valued at €31.9 million.

The agreements were signed on
April 23 at the Secretariat’s headquar-
ters in Georgetown, marking a major
step in activating a broader technical
cooperation arrangement between
CARICOM and Germany. The partner-
ship stems from a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding signed in February 2025.

CARICOM Secretary-General
Carla Barnett, who signed on behalf of
the regional body, welcomed the con-
tinued collaboration, describing the
programme as strategically aligned
with the Community’s development
goals.

GIZ Regional Director for the
Caribbean Jasmin Ellis-Jones signed on
behalf of Germany and reaffirmed the
agency’s commitment to delivering
measurable outcomes through close co-
ordination with regional and national
partners.

The six projects, set to run from
2025 to 2029, will be implemented by
GIZ on behalf of the Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (BMZ), in collaboration with
CARICOM institutions and member
states.

They include initiatives focused
on biodiversity conservation
(CARIBIO), climate-compatible circu-

—
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Caricom General Secretary Dr Carla Barnett and GIZ Regional Director Jasmin Ellis-Jones at the table

lar economy development, expanding
the blue economy in marine protected
areas, organic waste and sargassum
utilisation (BioWaste), sustainable en-
ergy supply (CliRES II), and climate-
focused skills training under the Green
and Blue Skills Project.

According to CARICOM, the pro-
grammes will target member states
through efforts to strengthen institu-

tional capacity, support policy develop-
ment, roll out pilot initiatives, and ex-
pand skills training, while promoting
inclusive and gender-responsive ap-
proaches to sustainable development.
Germany’s partnership with the
Caribbean has long centred on renew-
able energy, climate resilience and en-
vironmental management, with
technical cooperation dating back to

2008. Officials say the latest agree-
ments represent a significant expansion
of that relationship.

The framework establishes the op-
erational basis for project execution
and underscores a shared commitment
by CARICOM, Germany and GIZ to
promoting sustainable, resilient and in-
clusive growth across the region.

Man gets 40 years for killing Rihanna’s cousin in Bdos

A man convicted of killing the
cousin of Barbados’ national hero and
international pop star Rihanna has been
sentenced to nearly four decades in
prison, with the High Court underscor-
ing the need for tough penalties to curb
gun violence.

Shawayne Deshawn Williams was
sentenced to 38 years and 138 days in
prison on Friday after a jury earlier this
year found him guilty of the murder of
Tavon Alleyne. Alleyne, 21, was shot
and killed near his home on Boxing
Day in 2017. Williams has maintained
his innocence.

Delivering the sentence, High
Court judge Laurie-Anne Smith-Bovell
said the judiciary must play a key role
in protecting the public and deterring
gun-related crime.

“Public concern about illegal
firearms and violence and the need for
general deterrence must be reflected in
the sentences passed by the courts,” the
judge said, citing Director of Public
Prosecutions Reference No of 2003.
“The public are entitled to expect the
courts to play their part in fighting the

proliferation of firearms and violence.”
The court heard that Alleyne was

shot multiple times around 7:00 p.m. on

December 26, 2017, shortly after exit-
ing a taxi. An eyewitness identified
Williams as the man seen fleeing the
scene, while another placed him in the
vicinity before and after the shooting.

Justice Smith-Bovell pointed to
several aggravating factors, including
premeditation, the use of an unrecov-
ered firearm, and the fact that the un-
armed victim was ambushed in a public
space. The court also determined that
the killing was an act of revenge linked
to a prior shooting involving Williams.

A starting sentence of 39 years
was set, with additional time added due
to Williams’ criminal history and risk
of reoffending, before deductions were
made for time spent on remand and
procedural delays.

Williams was also ordered to par-
ticipate in rehabilitation programs, in-
cluding academic, vocational, and
psychological support, during his incar-
ceration at Dodds Prison.

Director of Public Prosecutions

Alliston Seale, SC, had argued that the
severity of the case warranted a sen-

tence of between 43 and 45 years.
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Grenada strengthens Canadian tourism
push with Toronto mission

The Grenada Tourism Authority
(GTA) has wrapped up a high-level
marketing mission in Toronto aimed at
boosting arrivals from Canada, one of
the destination’s key source markets.

The delegation, led by Chief Exec-
utive Officer Stacey Liburd, along with
Director of Sales (Canada) Sekou
Stroude and Marketing Executive
Melinda Telesford, focused on strength-
ening partnerships with airlines, travel
advisors, and media while positioning
Grenada within the competitive luxury
and leisure travel segments.

A major outcome of the mission
was engagement with Canadian carrier
WestJet, including discussions around
extending its direct seasonal service to
Grenada beyond the current December—
April window to a longer November—
May schedule. Talks with WestJet
Vacations also explored expanding va-
cation packages to increase visibility
and bookings.

“Our presence in Toronto reflects
a deliberate and focused approach to
strengthening Grenada’s position
within the Canadian market,” Liburd
said, noting that airline partnerships,
trade outreach, and media exposure are
central to driving sustained growth.

Grenada’s luxury appeal was also
highlighted at Virtuoso On Tour
Toronto 2026, where the team engaged
more than 80 high-end travel advisors.
The destination further showcased its
offerings during a sponsored dinner

Holness says contractors must step up to meet

Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew
Holness is urging the development of an
enterprise-level contracting sector to
support the Government’s target of de-
livering 150,000 housing solutions to
meet national demand.

“As we scale up what we’re going
to do, contractors must also scale up
their capabilities, their competence, and
their resources. We are going to be in-
creasing the capital budget... we’re
going to be bringing more projects on
stream. We need you to be ready... we
need you to make the investments in
yourselves [and] in your communities,”
the Prime Minister said.

He was delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the groundbreaking ceremony
for the Galina Housing Development in
St. Mary on April 24.

Dr. Holness noted that each year a
“significant percentage” of the capital
budget is returned to the Ministry of Fi-
nance and the Public Service because

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

Grenada is trying to attract more Canadian visitors

featuring presentations, curated experi-
ences, and prize giveaways from hotel
partners including Calabash Grenada,
Six Senses La Sagesse, and Silversands
Grenada.

Media outreach formed another
key pillar of the visit, with the GTA
connecting with 20 journalists and in-
fluencers. The effort has already gener-
ated coverage, including a feature in
Travelweek, with additional exposure
expected. Liburd also appeared live on
CHCH Morning Live, expanding the
destination’s reach among Ontario

approved projects are not completed.

Beyond the many processes that
precede construction, he said the issue of
uncompleted projects is also linked to
contractors, whom he described as criti-
cal to national development.

Dr. Holness stressed that contrac-
tors are essential to achieving the Gov-
ernment’s 150,000 housing target.

He explained that the strategy in-
volves engaging individuals with proven
housing construction experience and en-
tering into legal agreements that obligate
them to deliver homes at a specified
price, quality standard, and within a de-
fined timeframe.

The Prime Minister said Jamaica
needs a contracting class that operates at
enterprise scale—one that invests in
technical skills, integrates technology,
and builds the financial capacity to sup-
port major capital projects.

Dr. Holness said contractors must
have the capacity to take on up to 10,000

viewers.

“Engagement across trade, media
and airline partners continues to rein-
force strong demand for Grenada
within the Canadian market,” Stroude
said, adding that the strengthened rela-
tionships are expected to drive both im-
mediate bookings and long-term
growth.

The mission also included targeted
engagement with major travel agencies
such as Flight Centre, U Travel, and
Maritime Travel, as well as partnership
discussions with Sandals Resorts for

Andrew Holness

houses at a time to make a meaningful
impact.

He also urged local contractors to
embrace innovation and leverage tech-
nology to deliver houses in half the time
previously required.

The Prime Minister added that
while the Government will continue to
make preferential arrangements for local

upcoming joint promotions in Canada.

In addition, collaboration with in-
market partner VOX International
pointed to strong campaign perform-
ance, with high engagement and con-
version rates across ongoing initiatives.

The visit concluded with diplo-
matic engagement at the Grenada Con-
sulate in Toronto, reinforcing alignment
between tourism promotion and foreign
service efforts as the island continues to
expand its global footprint.

housing goal

contractors, they must also be competi-
tive at the regional and global levels.

For the Galina Housing Develop-
ment, the National Housing Trust has
partnered with Henan Fifth Construction
Group Jamaica Limited.

“We welcome them into our space.
We will hold them to the same standards,
if not higher, for the production of
houses at pace, at scale, and at the level
of affordability for the average Ja-
maican,” Dr. Holness said.

He emphasized that their involve-
ment must contribute to Jamaica’s
broader development.

“It is not an extractive engagement.
Skills transfer... technology transfer
must be done. The use of Jamaican tech-
nical expertise must be done. Your cor-
porate social responsibility to Jamaica
and Jamaicans must be exercised. You
must contribute to the communities that
you are participating in,” the Prime Min-
ister underscored.

s
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Browne's snap election gamble pays off:
ABLP secures landslide victory

Prime Minister Gaston Browne’s
decision to call a general election
nearly two years ahead of the constitu-
tional deadline paid off on Thursday,
with his ruling Antigua and Barbuda
Labour Party (ABLP) securing a com-
manding victory at the polls.

Preliminary results indicate the
ABLP won 15 of the 17 seats con-
tested, a significant improvement from
its narrow 9—7 margin in the January
2023 general election.

“We are humbled and honoured
by your support and confidence. Now
is the time to move forward together,
build on our gains and continue our
work on this long journey toward the
betterment of our society and the up-
liftment of our people. From each and
every one of us, THANK YOU,”
Browne wrote on the party’s official
Facebook page.

Addressing supporters, Browne
expressed gratitude for the confidence
placed in his leadership and that of the
ABLP to continue the country’s socio-
economic development.

“We are here to serve all the peo-
ple of Antigua and Barbuda. Education,
jobs, business opportunities will be
open to all who are prepared to seize
them and I say to my distinguished
countrymen and countrywomen ...
when we create these opportunities for
you, please seize them,” he said.

“And I add here again that no one
will be left behind who is willing to
move forward. And notwithstanding
your political persuasion, this is not a
time for laggards. This is a time for all
of us to perform, to increase our pro-
ductivity and to make sure that Antigua
and Barbuda becomes one of the most
productive small island states glob-
ally.”

Gaston Browne

Browne said projects are already
underway across the country, trans-
forming communities, strengthening
the economy and improving lives.

“And we will build on that foun-
dation, advancing new initiatives that
uplift our people, enhance our dignity
and deepen our pride as citizens of An-
tigua and Barbuda,” he added.

He also urged national unity and
confidence on the regional and interna-

tional stage.

“We must remain a dignified peo-
ple. We must not cower to anyone. We
must not be timid. We must stand tall
in every forum, every regional, every
international forum as Antiguans and
Barbudans,” he said.

Despite the scale of the victory,
Browne said it was not a moment for
triumphalism.

“So, just in case anyone expected

me to gloat, at the end of the day, the
contest is over. From all indications,
the people who have supported us to
get between 15 of the 17 seats, that in
itself is a resounding mandate for
which we are eternally grateful,” he
added.

According to preliminary figures
from the Antigua and Barbuda Elec-
toral Commission (ABEC), Opposition
Leader Jamale Pringle of the United
Progressive Party (UPP) was the only
candidate from his party to retain a
seat, defeating ABLP candidate An-
thony Smith.

On Barbuda, incumbent Trevor
Walker of the Barbuda People’s Move-
ment (BPM) held his seat with 609
votes, compared to 398 for ABLP can-
didate Kendra Beazer.

Pringle thanked supporters and
congratulated the ABLP on its victory.

“I want to thank all Antiguans and
Barbudans who have supported the
United Progressive Party. We’re indeed
grateful and you will hear from us in a
short time,” he said.

He acknowledged the party’s de-
feat while pledging its continued pres-
ence.

“Just as we did in 2018, we’ll still
be standing. We can’t get enough of the
United Progressive Party. We’ll still be
there,” Pringle added.

Among those defeated was former
finance minister Harold Lovell, who
had returned to contest the All Saints
West seat after stepping away from ac-
tive politics following the 2023 elec-
tion. He lost to Anthony Smith.

Browne, who retained the St.
John’s City West seat he has held since
1999, becomes the first prime minister
in Antigua and Barbuda to win four
consecutive general elections.

SVG PM outlines plans to tackle debt, economy

Prime Minister Godwin Friday says
his administration will pursue a rules-
based fiscal strategy to address Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines’s mounting
debt and fragile economic position,
warning that the country can no longer
rely on hope that its challenges will re-
solve on their own.

Speaking at a news conference on
Tuesday, Friday—who also holds the fi-
nance portfolio—said the government is
charting a new course to stabilize the
economy while ensuring fairness for
vulnerable citizens.

“We cannot continue on the course
that we have been going for the past sev-
eral years and still expect that somehow
the challenges will resolve themselves,”
he said.

Friday outlined plans for a home-
grown economic stabilization program,
developed with technical support from
the International Monetary Fund but
rooted in national ownership. He was

joined at the briefing by IMF mission
chief Sergei Antoshin, who recently led
a delegation to Kingstown.

“We will develop our own pro-
gram... that will ensure national owner-
ship of the recovery journey on which
we are embarking,” Friday said, wel-
coming what he described as a balanced
approach from international partners.

He emphasized that any adjustment
measures must take into account the so-
cial impact of economic reforms, partic-
ularly amid high oil prices and inflation.

“It is not just a balance sheet mat-
ter—it involves people’s lives,” he said.
“The costs... will not be borne dispro-
portionately by those who are most vul-
nerable.”

Friday stressed that protecting low-
income households will be central to the
reform agenda, as the country grapples
with rising debt and external shocks, in-
cluding the lingering effects of recent
natural disasters.

According to government data, the
country’s debt-to-GDP ratio stood at 113
percent in 2025 and could climb to 145
percent by 2031 if current policies re-
main unchanged. St. Vincent and the
Grenadines has also been classified as at
high risk of debt distress since 2016.

“The present course has gotten us
to where we are... a very difficult fiscal
situation,” Friday said, noting that the
country is still recovering from multiple
crises.

To address the issue, the govern-
ment plans to introduce a rules-based fis-
cal framework with legal backing, clear
targets, and greater transparency. Among
the key goals is achieving a primary sur-
plus of three percent of GDP by 2029.

“It’s challenging... but we have to
set ambitious targets,” Friday said, not-
ing that similar fiscal turnarounds have
been achieved in other countries.

He added that the administration
aims to realign with Eastern Caribbean
Currency Union benchmarks, including
a debt-to-GDP target of 60 percent.

Friday also signaled a break from
past fiscal practices under the former
Unity Labour Party administration,
which governed from 2001 until last No-
vember.

“We are prepared to do what is nec-
essary... to set our country on a path to-
ward fiscal responsibility, while also
generating growth in a way that is re-
sponsible and sustainable,” he said.



THURSDAY MAY 7 2026 |27
Spirit Airlines shutdown not expected to

disrupt Jamaica tourism sector

The cessation of flights by United
States budget carrier Spirit Airlines is
not expected to significantly impact Ja-

maica’s tourism sector, according to Yy /
Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett. s - a L Ili §6000000649
Bartlett said the airline accounted . . i - a ‘e
. — -

for a relatively small share of the is-
land’s air traffic and that other carriers
are expected to absorb the affected pas-
senger demand.

“Spirit represents just under three
per cent of passenger load, a projected
about 30,000 to 40,000 seats for the
summer,” Bartlett said. “But Spirit flies
out of Fort Lauderdale, which is very
well served by other airlines, so we an-
ticipate that they will pick up the pas-
senger load that Spirit was projected to
move.”

The minister added that the last
scheduled Spirit Airlines flight out of
Jamaica was expected on Tuesday, and
that discussions have already been held
with hotel partners to support stranded
passengers while they make alternative
travel arrangements.

Spirit Airlines began winding
down operations early Saturday after
negotiations for a reported US$500
million bailout by the Trump adminis-
tration collapsed. The shutdown has af-
fected approximately 1,500 employees,
while thousands of passengers booked
on the low-cost carrier have been left
scrambling to rebook flights from desti-
nations across its network.

Bartlett noted that Jamaica is
closely monitoring developments in the
global aviation sector, pointing to on-
going geopolitical and economic uncer-

STl . BEE TR EE NN

Spirit Airlines was the USA’s budget carrier

tainties that continue to shape airline dustry very carefully given the current ~ confident that Jamaica’s airlift capacity  schedules and capacity to meet demand
operations and travel demand. global geopolitical situation,” he said. will remain stable in the short term, previously served by Spirit.
“We are watching the aviation in- Tourism officials say they remain ~ with partner airlines expected to adjust
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Race to the Champions Cup begins as

Caribbean Cup draw nears

The path to continental football
glory is beginning to come into focus.

On May 26 in Miami, the official
draw for the 2026 Concacaf Caribbean
Cup will set the stage for another fierce
regional battle, one that carries with it
not only Caribbean supremacy, but
qualification to the 2027 Concacaf
Champions Cup.

With anticipation building across
the region, three clubs have already
punched their tickets into the tourna-
ment: Dominican Republic powerhouse
Cibao FC, along with Trinidad and To-
bago representatives Club Sando and
Defence Force FC.

Seven more teams are still to
emerge from domestic leagues and
qualifying competitions in the weeks
ahead, but the outlines of the tourna-
ment are already taking shape.

Now entering its fourth edition,
the Concacaf Caribbean Cup has rap-
idly evolved into the Caribbean’s pre-
mier club competition, offering clubs
not only regional recognition but also a
gateway to the broader Concacaf stage.

This year’s tournament will fea-
ture 10 clubs divided into two groups
of five.

The opening Group Stage will
stretch from August 4 through Septem-
ber 17, with every club playing four
matches, two at home and two away,
over five match windows. The format
is designed to test both depth and con-
sistency, leaving little margin for error.

Only the top two teams from each
group will survive the opening phase
and advance to the knockout rounds.

Once the field narrows to four, the
competition will shift into a high-pres-

Australia tightens grip on ICC rankings as Wi

The latest ICC rankings update de-
livered a familiar message to the cricket
world: Australia remains the sport’s gold
standard.

From the ruthless consistency of
their men’s Test side to the overwhelm-
ing supremacy of their women’s ODI
team, the Australians continue to sit atop
the international game with authority
that borders on intimidation.

Yet beyond the predictable domi-
nance at the summit, the newest rankings
release also revealed something more
subtle, a flicker of momentum emerging
from the Caribbean.

For the West Indies, long trapped in
cycles of inconsistency and rebuilding,
the numbers released Friday offered cau-
tious encouragement. The progress may
be modest, but for both the men’s and
women’s teams, there are unmistakable
signs that movement, however gradual,
is underway.

At the top of the men’s Test rank-
ings, Australia remains firmly in com-
mand with 131 rating points,
maintaining a commanding 12-point
cushion over second-placed South

sure home-and-away semi-final format
scheduled for October 13-15 and Octo-
ber 20-22.

The stakes will only rise from
there.

The Final and third-place playoff,
both played across two legs on Decem-
ber 1 and December 5, will determine
not just the regional champion, but
which clubs move on to the next level
of continental competition.

The reward structure makes every
match critical.

Both finalists, along with the
third-place finisher, will qualify for the
2027 Concacaf Champions Cup. The
tournament champion will earn an even
greater advantage: a direct bye into the
Round of 16.

The official draw in Miami will
play a major role in determining the
competitive balance of the tournament.

Concacaf will use a single-blind

Africa.

It is another reminder of the depth
and durability that have defined Aus-
tralian cricket across eras.

The women’s ODI rankings tell an
even more lopsided story.

Australia’s women sit on a tower-
ing 163 points, an extraordinary 35
points ahead of England, reinforcing
their status as the undisputed power-
house of the format.

While other nations continue to
chase consistency, Australia continues to
define it.

For West Indies supporters, how-
ever, the real intrigue lies deeper in the
table.

The West Indies men remain in
eighth place in the Test rankings, hardly
a dramatic headline on the surface. But
the underlying numbers suggest re-
silience in a period when several rivals
lost ground.

Under the leadership of Daren
Sammy, the regional side managed to
gain stability in the updated calculations.
Though still positioned near the lower
end of the rankings, the team’s rating

draw system built around five pots,
with seedings determined by the Con-
cacaf Club Ranking as of May 25,
2026.

Teams will be drawn sequentially
into Groups A and B until each group
contains one club from every pot.

That structure could create imme-
diate heavyweight clashes and danger-
ous travel schedules, particularly in a
competition where away performances
often determine survival.

While three clubs are already con-
firmed, seven qualification places re-
main available across the Caribbean
football landscape.

Two positions will come from the
CFU Club Shield, awarded to the
champion and runner-up of that compe-
tition.

Haiti will contribute one club
through its Champion des Champions
winner.

movement reflects a measure of progress
during a volatile reshuffling period.

That stability became even more
noticeable as England suffered a signif-
icant drop. The English lost seven rating
points after results from their celebrated
2022 home victories over New Zealand
and South Africa, along with their 3-0
sweep of Pakistan away from home,
were removed from the rolling three-
year rankings cycle.

The adjustment pushed England be-
hind India into fourth place.

Further down the standings, Pak-
istan climbed to sixth with 89 points,
overtaking Sri Lanka, which slipped to
86. Ireland disappeared from the Test
rankings altogether after failing to play
enough matches to remain eligible.

If the West Indies men showed cau-
tious progress, the women’s side deliv-
ered a far more encouraging rise.

Led by captain Hayley Matthews,
the West Indies women gained two rat-
ing points to move to 71 in the ODI
rankings.

The increase may appear small nu-
merically, but strategically it could prove

Jamaica, one of the Caribbean’s
strongest football territories, will send
two representatives, the champion and
runner-up from the 2025-26 Jamaica
Premier League season.

Another berth will go to the cham-
pion of the Dominican Republic’s Liga
Dominicana de Futbol, while Suri-
name’s representative will emerge from
the 2025-26 Suriname Major League
campaign.

With qualification races still active
in several countries, the final tourna-
ment line-up remains fluid and poten-
tially explosive.

Hovering over the competition is
the shadow of defending champions
Mount Pleasant FA of Jamaica.

The Jamaican club captured its
first Caribbean Cup crown in 2025
after edging Universidad O&M FC 3-2
on aggregate in a gripping final, a tri-
umph that elevated the club’s regional
stature and reinforced Jamaica’s grow-
ing influence in Caribbean football.

As the new tournament ap-
proaches, challengers across the region
will be eager to dethrone them.

For Caribbean clubs, this competi-
tion has become far more than a re-
gional showcase.

It is now a direct pathway into the
wider Concacaf ecosystem, a chance to
test themselves against elite opposition
from North and Central America, raise
club profiles internationally, and accel-
erate professional development both on
and off the field.

By the time the draw balls are
pulled in Miami on May 26, the count-
down to another high-stakes Caribbean
campaign will officially begin.

show revival

significant.

The top six positions remain un-
changed, Australia, England, India,
South Africa, New Zealand, and Sri
Lanka continue to hold those places, but
just beneath them, the race has tightened
considerably.

The West Indies women now sit
within striking distance of both Pakistan
and Bangladesh.

Bangladesh’s rise above Pakistan
into seventh reshaped the middle tier of
the rankings, leaving the West Indies just
two points behind Pakistan and within
realistic reach of climbing another posi-
tion with a strong run of performances.

For a side searching for consistency
and renewed identity, that narrowing gap
matters.

It suggests that the distance be-
tween the Caribbean side and the teams
immediately above them is no longer
daunting.

Elsewhere in the women’s rank-
ings, both Thailand and the Netherlands
were removed after failing to meet the
requirement of playing at least eight
ODIs during the past three years.
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WAREHOUSE SALE
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* Elizabeth Arden * Stila * Revlon * Uoma Beauty * Milani
* Elizabeth Grant * Juicy Couture & MANY MORE PRESTIGE COSMETIC BRANDS

Professional Haircare Products
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Health & Beauty Products
* Dove » Pantene » Shea Moisture
* L'Oreal » Garnier » Nivea » Olay * Filorga

* Acqua Di Parma * Allsaints * Ariana Grande

* Armani * Azzaro * Burberry
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* Yves St. Laurent

and many more fine |
fragtances Perfect

W0)*SOTJIWSOISESI['MMM JE 9}ISqIM INO JISIA ISLI[J
Please visit our website at www.lisascosmetics.com

W0)"SITJIWSOISESI[MMM JE 3}ISqIM INO JISIA ISLI[J
Please visit our website at www.lisascosmetics.com

. » Fine Chocolates :
7 »Designer Sunglasses Gifts For ;
<. =
2 Mother’s Day g
2 WHERE :
: 135 Commerce Valley Dr. East, 2
g, Markham, Ont. HOURS WHEN :
5 | s 16thAVE |5 i > Saturday E
3 Wﬁ}ﬁ m%—' 9 am to 6 pm ©
e Sund May 2026
2 unday S
- o S toamto6pm | S|M[T|W[T[F[S]| :
2 o Lisa’s |2 |g .
g = < ||  Monday & Friday 12| 2
a % (COMMERCE VALLEYDRIVE |2 | 10.amto 8 pm 3 4 80| E
2 L Sl o cHiLoReN 10 g
5 UNDER 10 ALLOWED 2

Please visit our website at www.lisascosmetics.com Please visit our website at www.lisascosmetics.com



EQUALITY NEWS THURSDAY MAY 7 2026

v - SRS el et -
— - - ”?‘ R Nk % -
T T RO
- .
§ . - W
. o 3 3
e " o~ i
i - T - :

E Lo ok W
S ) B B
T ST 3 ~ F
4 R

- ..
_iad -l I" &
- - T L M. -
= b - ot “ ¥, =
| A >

HOMECOMING

Come Home to Celebrate!

Be part of history - celebrate Guyana’s Diamond Jubilee.

START PLANNING YOUR TRIP NOW!
MAIN EVENTS PERIOD: MAY 15 - MAY 31

JULY 3-5
Railway Courtyard, May 15-17, 2026
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) Festival Cookout ™
20:00 hrs

National Concert
(Various Artistes)

Cultural & Food
Extravaganza

Night of Legends
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For more information call: 5$92-219-0089 | (f)@ guyanafestival
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GNBS Certified. Proven Precision.

Get Accurate Results You Can Trust - Visit Quest Medical Centre Today!
Experience Precision and Care with Our GNBS-Certified Laboratory Services!

129 Laluni & Irving Streets Queenstown, Georgetown, Guyana
CENTRE Tel. # 225-8382, 223-4125 | WhatsApp: 627-3916



