
PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali on Tuesday announced that the Government of 

Guyana will launch a diaspora bond within one week, creating a new investment 

mechanism aimed at mobilising overseas Guyanese to help finance major public 

infrastructural projects. 

The announcement, made during a press conference at the National Stadium, 

Providence, marks what could become one of the government’s most significant 

diaspora-financing initiatives as Guyana accelerates its national development 

agenda. 

“I want to announce that the Government of Guyana will launch a special 

bond, a diaspora bond, to raise funds from the diaspora for investment in public 

infrastructure projects in Guyana. Within one week, we’ll be launching the dias-

pora bond” President Ali disclosed. 

The President said the initiative is designed to give Guyanese living abroad 

a direct opportunity 

to participate in the 

country’s transforma-

tion while contribut-

ing to national 

development proj-

ects. 
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AS Guyana marked its 60th Independence Anniversary on Tuesday, the coun-

try also marked a historic breakthrough in healthcare, having successfully facili-

tated the longest-distance telesurgery procedure using advanced robotic 

technology. 

President Dr Irfaan Ali made the announcement on Tuesday during a press 

conference, stating that the achievement signalled the country’s intention to be-

come a regional leader in modern healthcare and medical training. “At 6am, the 

team performed a coronary artery bypass graft,” the President announced. 

He explained that the surgery was remotely conducted by internationally 

renowned cardiac surgeon Dr Sudhir Srivastava, who operated remotely from 

Guyana on a patient located in India using the SSI Mantra 3 robotic surgical sys-

tem. 

According to the President, the procedure covered an estimated distance of 

approximately 20,000 kilometres, making it “the longest-distance telesurgery ever 

completed in the world.” 

President Ali explained that Guyanese medical teams were sent to India for 

specialised instruction and that Guyana would now establish an international train-

ing hub for robotic surgery in collaboration with the SSI Mantra ecosystem. He 

said that the initiative would allow Guyana to serve as the hub for robotic surgery 

and care within the Caribbean

See our ad on Page 2

Guyana makes medical historyDiaspora Bond set for launch



By Milan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The government has announced temporary border 

measures following the ongoing outbreak of the Ebola 

disease in Uganda. The precautionary measures are in-

tended to minimize the chances of the virus spreading 

from Uganda to Canada. 

According to the Public Health Agency of Canada, 

the new measures target travelers who recently arrived 

in Canada from Uganda. Officials claim the measures 

are taken as a precautionary measure as authorities con-

tinue to observe the outbreak overseas. 

Travelers coming from Uganda within the last 21 

days may receive additional screenings and public 

health assessment once they arrive in Canada through 

major airports. Screening procedures will include iden-

tifying potential symptoms such as fever and other 

signs of illnesses in connection with the Ebola virus. 

The measures are part of an agreement between 

the government of Canada, airport authorities, and bor-

der agencies. In addition, the government says the 

country has measures in place to manage infectious dis-

ease threats. 

The outbreak was declared following the discov-

ery and spread of the Ebola Sudan variant in Sudan. 

According to health authorities, this particular strain of 

the virus is different from the one that caused previous 

outbreaks in West Africa. The newly found strain is 

under constant surveillance by medical officials and 

doctors across the region. 

The Public Health Agency of Canada noted that 

the overall risk to Canadians remains low. However, 

the agency says extra precautions at the country’s ports 

of entry are intended to strengthen monitoring efforts 

and ensure rapid identification of any potential con-

cerns related to international travel. 

Federal officials also encouraged travellers to re-

main informed about public health guidance before 

travelling abroad. The government says individuals re-

turning from affected areas should monitor themselves 

for symptoms and seek medical attention if they be-

come ill after travel. 

The World Health Organization and international 

health agencies have continued working with Ugandan 

authorities to contain the outbreak and limit further 

transmission. 

According to Canadian authorities, the border 

measures will remain in place until the public health 

authorities analyze the developing situation. However, 

the government did not provide an estimated duration 

for the effectiveness of the screening procedure, instead 

it will depend on any further developments in relation 

to the crisis. 

2 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY MAY 28 2026

Gov’t enacts border measures in response to viruses

Health workers respond to Ebola in the DRC
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali engaging reporters at a press 
conference at State House
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Meanwhile, Minister 
of Natural Resources 
Vickram Bharrat said the 
initiative demonstrates 
the government’s 
commitment to 
strengthening traditional 
industries alongside the 
rapidly expanding oil 

and gas sector.
He noted that the 

gold industry supports 
approximately 30,000 
Guyanese directly and 
indirectly and remains 
a vital pillar of the 
economy.

President Ali described 
the initiative as a turning 
point for the country’s 
gold industry and a 
major step towards 
creating more jobs, skills 
and wealth locally.

“For decades, 
Guyana dug, washed, 
poured and waved 
goodbye,” the president 
said. “Today, we are 
saying not anymore.”

He stressed that 
Guyana can no longer 
remain only a supplier 
of raw materials while 

from the higher-value 
stages of manufacturing 
and branding.

According to the 
president, El Dorado 

Reimagined will 
represent the quality 
of Guyanese gold, local 
craftsmanship and the 
story of the Guyanese 
people in international 
luxury markets. Only 
producers meeting strict 
international standards 

requirements will be 
permitted to use the 
brand.

President Ali said 
the long-term vision 
includes showcasing 
Guyanese jewellery at 
major international 
events, entering global 
luxury markets and 
opening duty-free 
outlets through Guyana’s 
overseas missions.

60th Independence 
A n n i v e r s a r y 
celebrations, also 
featured the unveiling 
of a special one-ounce 
commemorative gold 
medallion produced 
entirely in Guyana, from 

to minting by local 
craftsmen.

Addressing miners, 
jewellers, diplomats and 

Declaring that 
Guyana must become 
“a nation of creation” 
rather than simply 
extraction, President 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
launched El Dorado 
Reimagined, a new 
national brand designed 
to push Guyanese gold 
into international luxury 
markets.

The launch, held 
as part of Guyana’s 

Dominicana de Petróleo 
S.A. The discussions 
focused on advancing 
investment opportunities 
in Guyana’s expanding 
oil and gas sector.

Among the key areas 
under consideration is 
potential investment 
linked to the Berbice 

for businesses and 
citizens on both sides of 
the border.

A central outcome 
of the discussion was 
a shared agreement 
to work within a 
structured three-month 
framework to resolve 
outstanding issues and 
move projects closer to 
implementation. The 
goal, according to both 
sides, is to translate long-
discussed initiatives 

advancing projects that 
deliver mutual economic 

President Ali 
described the meeting 
as “a very historic 
day,” underscoring its 
importance in shaping 
a more integrated 
regional approach to 
energy security and 
development.

The engagement 
marks another 
step in Guyana’s 
broader strategy to 
expand international 
partnerships as it 
leverages its natural 
resources to build long-
term economic and 
industrial growth across 
the Caribbean.

those linked to heavy 

The meeting 
signals a renewed push 
by Georgetown and 
Paramaribo to move 
from dialogue to delivery, 
with both governments 
now working toward 
measurable progress 

particularly in 
energy infrastructure 
and downstream 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
opportunities involving 
private sector 
partnerships.

Both governments 
welcomed growing 
collaboration between 
companies in Guyana 
and the Dominican 
Republic, with emerging 
consortia being explored 
in agriculture, energy 
and petrochemicals.

both sides expressed 
satisfaction with 
progress made under 
the existing framework 

commitment to 

of goods and services, 
which both governments 
see as critical to regional 
growth.

As climate pressures 

countries, the leaders 
also underscored 
the importance of 
coordinated responses 
to environmental 
challenges, particularly 

Guyana and the 
Dominican Republic 

and expanded their 
strategic partnership in 
energy, agriculture and 
petrochemicals, as both 
countries move to deepen 
cooperation under a 
2023 Memorandum of 
Understanding.

The agreement, 
which laid the foundation 
for collaboration across 
key sectors including 

security, tourism and 
agriculture, continues to 
guide ongoing initiatives 
between the two 
nations, supported by 
increasing private sector 
engagement.

In a high-level virtual 
engagement, President 
Irfaan Ali and President 
Jennifer Geerlings-
Simons have agreed to 
intensify cooperation on 
key bilateral projects, 
setting a three-month 
timeline to advance 
several long-standing 
areas of collaboration 
between the two 
countries.

The meeting, 
held against the 
backdrop of heavy 

nations, also addressed 
immediate climate-
related challenges and 
their wider impact 
on communities, 
infrastructure and 
economic activity.

Beyond the weather-
related concerns, the two 
leaders focused heavily 
on strategic development 
priorities, including 
the long-anticipated 

At State House, 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali met with 
Dominican Republic 
President Luis Abinader 
Corona and a high-level 
delegation, including 
Samuel Pereyra, 
President of the Board 

Corentyne River Bridge, 

sector, improved 
trade facilitation, 
energy cooperation 
and agricultural 
development.

Both presidents 

commitment to 
strengthening ties and 
accelerating integration 

economic resilience and 
expanding opportunities 

Block, formerly held by 
On Energy, alongside 
broader cooperation in 

p e t r o c h e m i c a l 
processing and regional 
energy security.

President Ali said the 
engagement builds on 
momentum established 
in 2023, when both 

the possibility of joint 

and wider energy 
cooperation aimed at 
strengthening Caribbean 
resilience.

He also highlighted 
Guyana’s Gas-to-
Energy project at 
Wales as a platform for 
future collaboration, 

into tangible outcomes 

communities and 
industries in Guyana and 
Suriname.

P r e s i d e n t 
Ali described the 

a strong “shared 
commitment in 
deepening our 
partnership and 
friendship,” adding 
that closer cooperation 
will help drive economic 
expansion, increased 
trade and greater 
integration of the two 
economies.

The Corentyne River 
Bridge project featured 
prominently in the 
discussions, alongside 

cross-border trade and 
improve movement 
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The deepening of the  cooperation under the 2023 
Memorandum of Understanding 

President Ali was joined by Minister of Foreign 

The virtual meeting with the President of Suriname, 
Her Excellency Jennifer Geerlings-Simons

President  Ali and Minister of Natural Resources, 

The special medallion to commemorate Guyana’s 60th 
independence anniversary
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 President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali says Guyana 
is “
than ever” that the 
International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) will 
uphold the 1899 arbitral 
award establishing 

President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali has unveiled 
an ambitious plan to 
transform Guyana into 
one of the region’s 
most technologically 
advanced security states 
by 2030 through the 

intelligence, smart 
surveillance systems, 
drones, robotics and 
predictive policing 
technology.

Speaking at a 
press conference 
in Georgetown, 
the President said 
the government is 
developing an integrated 
national security 
architecture that will 
digitally connect law 
enforcement and security 
agencies through a 
shared intelligence 
platform.

“One of the key 
features of modern 
security systems 
is the use of AI,” 
President Ali said.

The proposed 
system will incorporate 
predictive crime 
analytics, behavioural 

the country’s border 
with Venezuela, as the 
decades-old territorial 
dispute moves toward a 

Speaking at a 
press conference in 
Georgetown, President 

monitoring, facial 
recognition technology, 
automated threat 
detection, smart 
surveillance, drone 
integration and robotics 
aimed at strengthening 
crime prevention, 
investigations and 
border security.

According to the 

intelligence will allow 
authorities to analyse 
large volumes of data 
and video footage in 
real time, improving 

Ali said Guyana’s legal 
and diplomatic teams 
had presented a strong 
case before the United 
Nations court, with a 
ruling expected by the 
end of the year.

“All that now 
remains is for the 
court to deliberate 
on the matter before 

judgment, which will 
be legally binding 
on both parties,” the 
President said.

The case centres on 
the Essequibo region, 
a mineral- and oil-rich 
territory comprising 
roughly two-thirds of 
Guyana’s landmass 
and long claimed by 

response times and 
reducing human bias 
during investigations.

“That does not say 
humans are not there. 
Humans are there in 
the backroom, but 
AI helps in doing 
analytics at a faster 
pace,” he stated.

The government 
also plans to establish 
nationwide CCTV 
coverage by 2030, with 
more than 20,000 
cameras expected to 
be installed across 

Venezuela despite the 
1899 arbitration award. 
The ICJ began hearings 
on the merits of the case 
earlier this month after 
previously ruling that it 
has jurisdiction to hear 
the dispute. 

P r e s i d e n t 
Ali described the 
proceedings as a victory 
for international law 
and peaceful dispute 
resolution, while 
warning that rejection of 
the ICJ’s authority would 
undermine obligations 
under the United 
Nations Charter.

His comments came 
amid heightened security 
concerns along Guyana’s 
western border following 

the country. The 
surveillance network 
will integrate cameras, 

and smart sensors 
capable of tracking 
vehicle movements and 
monitoring incidents in 
real time.

President Ali said 
drone technology will 
play a growing role in 
crowd management, 
emergency response 
and suspect tracking, 
particularly during 
major public events.

Alongside the 
security expansion, 
the government is 
accelerating the rollout 

systems, including 

lights that automatically 
adjust based on 
congestion levels and 

Authorities are also 
expanding AI-driven 

During a recent pilot 
exercise, mobile 
surveillance units 

more than 250 vehicles 

recent armed attacks on 
Guyana Defence Force 
(GDF) patrols along the 
Cuyuni River. Guyana 
has accused armed 
men operating from 
the Venezuelan side of 

in separate incidents 
earlier this month. 

“As you know, we 
have addressed this 
with our allies. We 
have addressed this 
diplomatically with 
Venezuela,” President 

additional security assets 
have since been deployed 
to the border region.

The President 
declined to disclose 
operational details but 

linked to outstanding 

“The system 
will pick them up, 
document them 
on the screen, put 
them in the database 
and even turn on 

stop the vehicle,” the 
President explained.

President Ali 
also revealed that 
approximately 1,600 
letters have been sent 

said Guyana remained 

protect its territory and 
sovereignty.

Authorities are 
also advancing broader 
border monitoring 

integrating community-
based policing and 
intelligence systems into 
national border security 
operations.

Despite escalating 
tensions, President Ali 
said Guyana remains 
committed to peaceful 
relations with Venezuela 
while insisting that its 
territorial integrity and 
sovereignty must be 
respected.

to individuals as part 
of an investigation into 
irregularities within 
the driver’s licensing 
system, following 
technology-driven audits 
that uncovered serious 
procedural breaches.

The measures form 
part of Guyana’s broader 
push to modernise 
public infrastructure 
and security systems 
amid rapid economic 
transformation.
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President Ali addressing the press conference
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Minister of 

and Governance Gail 
Teixeira has announced 
that the next sitting of 
the National Assembly 
will take place on June 5, 
2026.

The announcement 
was made via social 
media and comes amid 
recent public comments 
from members of the 
diplomatic community 

regarding the timing of 
parliamentary sittings.

Minister Teixeira 
said it was regrettable 
that some ambassadors 
and high commissions 
made public statements 

government, noting that 
the sitting had already 
been scheduled.

She emphasised 
that Guyana values its 

diplomatic partnerships, 
but stressed the 
importance of prior 
engagement and 
accurate communication 
on matters relating to 
the country’s legislative 
programme.

According to 
Teixeira, more 
direct consultation 
would have avoided 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
and ensured clearer 

communication on 
Parliament’s calendar.

She expressed hope 
that future interactions 

will be more “profound 
and respectful,” 
underscoring the need 
for balanced engagement 
between government 
and diplomatic partners.
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National assembly set to sit on June 5
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The licensing of 
three new international 

to operate in Guyana is 
being hailed as another 

in the country’s rapidly 
expanding economy, as 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali says the 
nation is entering “a 
new golden era of 
banking.”

Speaking at the 
Guyana Bank for Trade 
and Industry’s (GBTI) 
190th Anniversary 
Dinner at the Guyana 
Marriott Hotel 
Georgetown, President 
Ali announced that the 
Bank of Guyana has 
approved licences for 
Citibank, Crown Agents, 

and One American to 
begin operations locally.

While the 
institutions will not 
engage in retail deposit-
taking, the president 
said their arrival will 

Guyana’s access to 
international capital 

and corporate advisory 
services.

“This is a signal to 
the world,” President 
Ali declared, noting that 

growing international 

economic stability and 

The announcement 
comes as Guyana 
prepares to roll out two 
transformative payment 
systems that could 
fundamentally change 
the way citizens and 
businesses move money.

On June 2, 2026, 
Guyana’s new real-
time payment platform, 
FASTA, is expected to 

customers across 
participating banks to 
transfer funds instantly 
using mobile phones or 
internet banking services 
at any hour of the day.

Transactions that 
once took hours, or even 
days, to clear will now be 
completed in seconds.

President Ali said 
the system will reduce 
dependence on cash, 
lower transaction costs, 

services faster and more 
convenient for ordinary 
Guyanese.

At the same time, 

Guyana is also integrating 

Payment Interface (UPI), 
one of the world’s largest 
digital payment systems, 
which processes billions 
of transactions monthly.

Together, the two 
systems are expected 
to push Guyana to the 
forefront of digital 
banking innovation in 
the Caribbean.

Against that 
backdrop, President 
Ali praised GBTI 
for modernising 
aggressively and 
preparing not only for 
present demands, but 
for the next century of 
banking.

Celebrating 190 
years of operations, 
GBTI remains one of 
the Caribbean’s oldest 

tracing its roots back to 
the Colonial Bank era.

Guyana’s emergence 
as a fast-growing 
economy was again 
spotlighted during high-
level talks with visiting 
U.S. Under Secretary 

Jacob Helberg, who has 
concluded a working 
visit to the country 
aimed at strengthening 
economic cooperation 
between Georgetown 
and Washington.

The visit reinforced 
the growing partnership 

between Guyana and 
the United States, with 
discussions focused on 
expanding collaboration 
in energy, trade, security 
and broader commercial 
development as the 
country continues 
its rapid economic 
expansion.

engagement highlighted 
continued U.S. 
support for Guyana’s 
development trajectory, 
particularly in areas 

such as investment 
facilitation, transparent 
business practices and 
sustainable economic 
growth.

At the centre of the 
discussions was Guyana’s 
ongoing transformation, 
driven largely by the 
expansion of its energy 
sector and the increasing 
opportunities emerging 
across supporting 
industries and services.

The visit also served 
to deepen dialogue 

Guyana and Canada 
are moving to deepen 
their longstanding 
partnership following 
high-level talks between 
Foreign Secretary 
Robert Persaud and a 
Canadian delegation led 
by Mark Richardson, 
Director General for 
Central America and 
the Caribbean at Global 

on ways to enhance 
economic linkages, 
encourage private 
sector participation and 
strengthen frameworks 
that support long-term 
prosperity and job 
creation for citizens.

Both sides 
underscored the 
importance of 
maintaining strong 
cooperation as Guyana 
continues to attract 
international interest 
and investment, 

Richardson was 
accompanied by Canada’s 
High Commissioner to 
Guyana, H.E. Sébastien 
Sigouin. The visit comes 
shortly after President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali’s 

where he met Prime 
Minister Mark Carney.

Persaud described 
the discussions 
as fruitful, noting 

positioning itself as a key 
emerging economy in the 
region.

The engagement 
concluded with a shared 
commitment to further 

agreement to further 
expand cooperation in 
trade, investment, and 
security.

“We committed 
to expand our trade 
relations, scale 
up investment 
opportunities, and 
strengthen security 
cooperation,” he said, 
adding that Guyana also 
expressed appreciation 

strengthen bilateral 
ties, with emphasis on 
practical outcomes that 
support development 
priorities and sustained 
economic resilience.

for Canada’s continued 
support on matters 
of sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.

He emphasised that 
the bilateral relationship 
remains grounded 
in shared values and 
mutual respect, with 
both sides agreeing to 
intensify engagement in 
the coming period.

States Congress, with 
senior lawmakers from 
both parties forcefully 
rejecting Venezuela’s 
claims to the Essequibo 
region.

Support for Guyana’s 
sovereignty in the 
ongoing border issue 
with Venezuela is gaining 
powerful bipartisan 
backing in the United 

Senior Democrat 
on the House Foreign 

Gregory Meeks, 
called on the Trump 

support Guyana and 
condemn any unilateral 
attempt by Venezuela 
to assert authority over 
Essequibo.

In a statement posted 
on X, Meeks described 
Venezuela’s actions as 
“unacceptable” and 
stressed that the United 

States must continue 
standing with Guyana, 
which he described as a 
democratic partner.

His remarks came 
as hearings concluded 
before the International 
Court of Justice, where 
Venezuela maintained 
its position on the 
disputed territory.

R e p u b l i c a n 
Congresswoman María 
Elvira Salazar, Chair 
of the House Foreign 

on the Western 
Hemisphere, also voiced 
strong support for 
Guyana.

Salazar praised 
Guyana’s management 
of its oil wealth and 
criticised Venezuela’s 
posture toward the 
border controversy, 
arguing that Guyana’s 
development path 
should serve as a model 
for the region. 

The rare bipartisan 
alignment on Guyana 

underscores growing 
international support for 
the country’s territorial 
integrity at a time when 
political divisions often 
dominate Washington.

The controversy 
remains before the 
ICJ, where Guyana is 

of the validity of the 
1899 Arbitral Award 
that legally settled the 
boundary between the 
two countries.

WASHINGTON STANDS WITH GUYANA AS ICJ HEARINGS END

190th anniversary  at the Guyana Marriott Hotel Georgetown 

Foreign Secretary Robert Persaud meeting wiith the 
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a loan,” Minister 
Ally said during the 
engagement, stressing 
that the goal is to 
translate Guyana’s rapid 
economic growth into 
tangible opportunities 
for ordinary citizens.

He also made clear 
that the programme will 
operate within strict 
accountability systems, 
emphasising that 

required to repay loans.
“This is not a 

handout. This is a 
loan, but one that 
is interest free and 
designed to help 
people succeed,” the 
minister said.

The initiative comes 
as Guyana continues 
to push for broader 
inclusion in its rapidly 
expanding economy.

secure funding through 
traditional commercial 
banks.

According to the 
President, the initiative 
forms part of a broader 
strategy to expand 
economic participation 
and empower Guyanese 
across all regions of the 
country.

The development 
bank was also 
recently highlighted 
during a private 
sector engagement 
hosted by the Guyana 
Manufacturing and 
Services Association 
(GMSA), where 

outlined plans for 

that extends beyond 
conventional lending.

Minister of Public 
Service, Government 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

institution is intended 
to address long-standing 
barriers to business 
growth by combining 

literacy training, 
technical assistance, 
and broader business 
development services.

“This bank is not 
simply about getting 

President said the 
technical groundwork for 
the establishment of the 
bank has already been 
completed, positioning 
the institution to become 
operational once the 
legislative process is 

“The development 
bank is on track. 
We are hoping to 

disbursements soon, 
as soon as we get 
past the legislative 
aspect,” President Ali 
stated.

The proposed bank 
is expected to provide 
up to $3 million in 
zero-interest, low-

aimed primarily at 
youths, women-owned 
businesses, persons 
with disabilities, and 
small entrepreneurs 
who often struggle to 

P r e s i d e n t 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has announced that 

from the proposed 
Guyana Development 
Bank are expected soon, 
as government moves 
to table the necessary 
legislation at the next 
sitting of the National 
Assembly.

Speaking at a 
press conference, the 

role. He also serves, along 
with Deputy Director 
General Dr Saheed 
Sulaman, as ICAO Global 
Ambassadors.

Guyana also recorded 
a 63.9 per cent score in 
its 2024 ICAO audit, 
the highest in the Latin 
American and Caribbean 
region at the time, 
and has since initiated 
corrective measures 
and invited a follow-up 
validation mission.

The country is also 
preparing to host the 
ICAO/European Union 

“We want to make 
sure we sell the brand 
Guyana,” Minister 
Indar said, adding that 
the discussions will also 
address global pressures 
such as rising aviation 
fuel costs.

the engagement signals 

as a trusted aviation 
partner and an emerging 
regional hub, while also 
reinforcing its long-term 
ambition to play a more 

aviation governance.

regulators and aviation 
professionals from 
across the Caribbean, 
Latin America and 
beyond, with discussions 
expected to shape 
safety standards, 
legal frameworks and 

across the sector.

Guyana is stepping 

on the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) Council by 
2028, with a series of 
regional achievements 
strengthening its bid on 
the global stage.

Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation 
Deodat Indar described 
the goal as a “North Star” 

within the country’s 
civil aviation master 
plan, noting that recent 
milestones are helping 
position Guyana as an 
emerging aviation leader.

Among them is the 
election of Director 
General of the Guyana 
Civil Aviation Authority 
(GCAA), Lieutenant 
Colonel (Ret’d) Egbert 
Field, as chairman of 
the Caribbean Aviation 
Safety and Security 
Oversight System 

a Guyanese has held the 

��������	���������	
	��	�	
�	
�	

����	�	
����
��	��	��	��	


Aviation Safety Agency 
(EASA) Global Regional 
Safety Oversight 
Organisation (RSOO) and 
Regional Accident and 
Incident Investigation 
Organisation (RAIO) 
Forum, scheduled 
for September 29–30 
at the Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre. It 

Guyana hosts the high-
level global aviation 
event.

forum will bring 
together ministers, 
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The Ministry of 
Labour has launched an 
ongoing investigation 
following complaints 
from foreign workers 
alleging poor working 
conditions and concerns 
over the handling of 
personal documents.

Minister of Labour 

the matter was treated 
as urgent once it was 
reported, prompting the 
immediate dispatch of 
a technical team to the 
site.

“From that 
time, we have been 
actively investigating 
the matter with the 
urgency it requires,” 
the Minister said.

He explained that 
early intervention 

quickly assess the 
situation, after which a 
formal investigation was 

met with the Indian High 
Commissioner and also 
engaged directly with the 

were interviewed and 

provided statements.
C o m p a n y 

representatives were 
subsequently summoned 
and instructed to return 
the workers’ passports. 
The Minister said he 

that the documents be 
handed over by 1:00 pm 
that same day, a deadline 
which was met.

“All passports 
have since been 
returned to the 
workers,” he 

The Ministry is now 
examining a broader set 
of concerns raised by 
the workers, including 
employment contracts, 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
arrangements, workplace 
safety, and payment 

issues. The company 
was also given 24 hours 
to submit additional 
documentation, which 
has since been provided, 
with another meeting 
scheduled as part of the 
ongoing review.

“This is an 
ongoing process,” 

He noted that 
the investigation is 
being carried out in 
collaboration with other 
government agencies, 
including the Ministry 
of Human Services and 
Social Security and the 

as part of an inter-
ministerial response.

against drawing early 
conclusions, stressing 

that both the workers’ 
accounts and the 
company’s response 
must be carefully 
assessed before any 

“They have denied 
the allegations. 
That is why we must 
investigate both 
sides before reaching 
conclusions,” he said.

While concerns 
include possible 
workplace safety issues 
and document handling 
practices, the Minister 
said all claims are being 

declined to comment on 

stressing that the process 
must remain evidence-
based.

“I will not make 
allegations without 

That would be 
irresponsible,” he 
said.

He added that 
some contractual and 
payment-related matters 
are still under review 
as the Ministry awaits 

the company.
The Minister 

actively engaged in the 
investigation, which 
is ongoing with no set 
timeline for completion.

“We are working 
around the clock to 
ensure the rights of every 
worker are protected,” 
he said, adding that 
updates will be provided 

available.

Minister of Labour, 

Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation, 
Deodat Indar Director General of the 

Minister of Public 
Service, Government 

Ally

the press conference
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President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali says Guyana 
is actively exploring 

in fuel storage 
infrastructure as the 
government moves to 
strengthen both national 
and regional energy 
security amid rising 
global uncertainties.

Speaking recently 
on the country’s long-
term energy plans, 
President Ali said the 
initiative forms part of a 
broader strategy aimed 
at ensuring reliable 
fuel supply, improving 

energy resilience and 
positioning Guyana as a 
key regional energy hub.

According to the 
Head of State, the 
government is assessing 
opportunities for 
large-scale fuel storage 
facilities that could 
support domestic 
demand while also 
serving neighbouring 
Caribbean markets 
during periods of supply 
disruption or price 
volatility.

He noted that the 
move comes as Guyana 
continues to expand its 

oil and gas sector and 
seeks to build supporting 
infrastructure capable 
of sustaining economic 
growth and enhancing 
regional cooperation.

President Ali said 
energy security remains 
a critical priority for 
the administration, 
particularly as global 
geopolitical tensions and 

continue to impact 
developing economies.

The proposed 
investments are 
expected to complement 
Guyana’s wider energy 

agenda, which includes 
expanding power 
generation capacity, 
advancing natural gas 
initiatives and improving 
fuel distribution systems 
across the country.

Guyana has emerged 
as one of the world’s 
fastest-growing oil 
producers in recent 
years, with government 

that the country’s energy 
transformation must also 

for the wider Caribbean 
region.

Guyana and the 
United Nations (UN) 
have taken another step 
toward strengthening 
global biodiversity 
protection, with both 

their commitment 

to sustainable 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
conservation and climate 
resilience through 
the signing of a new 
Declaration of Intent.

The agreement 
was signed at the 

on Shiv Chanderpaul 
Drive by Minister of 

and Governance, Gail 
Teixeira and UN’s 
Resident Coordinator 
Jean Kamau during a 
ceremony hosted by 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali.

formalises the UN’s 
participation in the 
Global Biodiversity 
Alliance, an initiative 
led by Guyana that 
focuses on conservation, 
sustainable investment, 
climate resilience and 
international knowledge-
sharing.

President Ali 
said the partnership 

standing commitment 
to protecting its forests 
and natural resources 
while pursuing economic 
growth responsibly.

According to the 
president, the UN 
joining the alliance 
sends a strong message 
to the international 
community that 
biodiversity protection 
and sustainable natural 
resource management 
must remain at the centre 
of global development 

UN Resident 
Coordinator Jean 

Kamau described the 
partnership as closely 
aligned with the world’s 
shared Sustainable 
Development Goals and 
said it also strengthens 
South-South cooperation 
among developing 
countries facing 
similar environmental 
challenges.

The agreement 

emphasis on the role of 
Indigenous peoples and 
local communities in 
protecting biodiversity, 
recognising that their 
traditional knowledge 
and stewardship are 
essential to sustainable 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

management.
The partnership 

is expected to 
improve coordination, 
biodiversity data-sharing 
and environmental 
action under the 
United Nations Multi-
Country Sustainable 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Cooperation Framework 
and the Kunming-
Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework.

The agreement 
further reinforces 
Guyana’s growing 
role in global climate 
and biodiversity 
diplomacy as the country 
continues balancing 
rapid economic growth 
with environmental 
stewardship.
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Construction of the 
new Berbice River Bridge 
is expected to begin 
before the end of 2026 
as the Government of 
Guyana advances plans 
to modernise national 
transport infrastructure.

President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali made the 
announcement during a 
press conference at the 

Shiv Chanderpaul Drive, 
noting that the project 

pricing arrangements.
“The new Berbice 

Bridge is in its last 

also the price, and 
construction will 

commence long 
before the end of this 
year,” President Ali 
said.

announced in late 2025, 
will see the replacement 

bridge across the 
Berbice River, which was 
commissioned in 2008.

The new structure 

is expected to be a 

bridge, similar in design 
to the new Bharrat 
Jagdeo Demerara River 
Bridge, and is aimed at 
improving reliability, 

term connectivity 
between Region Five and 
Region Six.

President Ali addressing the press conference

NEW BERBICE RIVER BRIDGE SET TO BEGIN 

CONSTRUCTION BEFORE END OF 2026 

cleanliness and roadway 
misuse are among the 
most frequent issues 
raised by citizens.

“This is one of 
the things we are 
receiving complaints 
on every day,” 
President Ali said.

The Ministries of 
Public Works and Local 
Government have been 
tasked with identifying 
urban sites for organised 
commercial spaces.

The plan will create 
structured vendor areas, 

improve sanitation 
and strengthen public 
services, he said.

He added clustering 
vendors in designated 
areas would boost 
business by creating 
commercial hubs.

Government is also 
addressing heavy-duty 
trucks on roadways, 
with nearly 300 acres for 
parking facilities.

He said several 
facilities should be 
operational by year-
end, including one in 

each NDC area or major 
community.

The initiative 
forms part of a wider 
push to modernise 
urban infrastructure 
and improve orderly 
development across 
Guyana. It is expected 
to roll out in phases 
across major towns and 
NDC areas nationwide, 
implementation will 
begin this year.

The Government of 
Guyana is moving ahead 
with plans to establish 
food courts, market 
tarmacs and commercial 
hubs nationwide to 
address roadside 
vending, sanitation and 
public order.

The initiative was 
announced by President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali at 
a press conference at the 

Shiv Chanderpaul Drive.
He said complaints 

about vending, 

���������
����	��

�
	��	�����	��
��

��
	���
���	����
��
����������
�



EQUALITY NEWS 9THURSDAY MAY 28 2026
��������	
����
��	
����� �������	���	��	
���		 ��������

and urea production, 
LPG bottling facilities, 
and marine storage 
infrastructure.

These developments 
will help reduce 
production costs across 
agriculture and industry, 
while boosting long-
term competitiveness 
and creating new 
skilled employment 
opportunities.

With major 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
components underway 

approved limits, the 
project is being framed 
as a cornerstone of 
Guyana’s push toward 
energy security, 
industrialisation, and 
sustained economic 
transformation.

is expected to cut 

to 50 per cent, while also 
doubling national power 
generation capacity and 
strengthening energy 
reliability across the 
country.

Beyond electricity 
generation, the initiative 
will support the 

petroleum gas (LPG), 
helping to reduce 
household cooking costs 
and lower dependence 
on imported fuels. This 
forms part of a broader 
shift toward a more 

energy mix.
F o l l o w i n g 

the resolution of 
outstanding contractual 
issues with contractor 
Lindsayca Guyana 
Inc., construction is 
now proceeding under 
revised milestones aimed 
at accelerating delivery. 

is expected online by 
the end of 2026, with 
full commissioning of 
gas turbines targeted for 
early 2027 and combined 
cycle operations by mid-
2027.

At peak construction, 
the project is expected to 
employ between 1,400 
and 1,600 workers, 

job opportunities for 
Guyanese, with local 
hiring prioritised 
throughout all phases.

Beyond the site itself, 
the project is already 
stimulating economic 
activity in transport, 
logistics, construction 
supply, and supporting 
services, particularly 
in Region Three and 
surrounding areas.

The Wales 
Development Zone is 
also being positioned 
as a major industrial 
hub, with future plans 
including ammonia 

key delivery milestones 
as the country advances 
its largest infrastructure 
project to date.

“The Wales Gas-
to-Energy project 

moment for Guyana 
and for the energy 
future of every 
citizen,” the Prime 
Minister said, adding 
that the government 
remains focused on 
ensuring households 

directly through reduced 
electricity costs.

The project 

Guyana’s landmark 
300 MW Wales Gas-to-
Energy project is moving 
steadily ahead, with 

construction momentum 
and a target to deliver 

national grid by the end 
of 2026.

Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) 
Mark Phillips said 
recent months have 

progress on site, 
noting the contractor’s 
commitment to meeting 

good.”
By the end of the day, 

Housing and Planning 
Authority had arranged 
for her to visit the plot 
the following morning.

“The outcome 
really encourages 
me. It means a lot,” 
she said emotionally.

Across the 

conference centre, 
similar stories unfolded 
throughout the day.

Young mother 
Afaina Agaid also left 
relieved after receiving 

allocation.

happy,” she said with a 
smile.

Others came 
expecting long waits and 
uncertainty but instead 
found government 
agencies responding 
directly to their concerns.

Katrene, who 
travelled from the 

people to get information 
and assistance in real 
time.

lot of things that are 
happening that you 
might not be aware 

hand references 
being done right here 
on the ground,” she 
said.

For some attendees, 
the biggest takeaway was 
simply being heard.

Miss Presta admitted 
she almost stayed home 
because of fear and 
uncertainty.

“People talk so 
much, but when 
you actually meet 
the persons, they 
are nothing like the 
people said,” she 
remarked. “I was here 
to see the VP and I’m 
out smiling.”

move beyond promises 
and focus on delivery.

“Hopefully, at the 
end of the day, we’ll 
be able to resolve 
many of the issues 
faced by many of our 
people, and even if we 
can’t resolve it today, 
set out a process 
through which we 
can resolve it,” he told 
reporters.

The vice president 
noted that the outreach 
forms part of a wider 
development agenda 
that includes plans 
for 40,000 homes, 
expanded security 
infrastructure and 
increased opportunities 
for small contractors.

Singer Kaya, who 
raised concerns related 
to culture and tourism, 
said the event allowed 

For years, Leomie 
Jacobs held onto one 
dream, owning a piece 
of land where she could 
build a future for herself 
and her three children.

On Monday, May 11, 
after waiting since 2011, 

within reach.
Jacobs was among 

hundreds of Guyanese 
who gathered at 
the Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre 
(ACCC) in Liliendaal for 
a Public Day outreach 
hosted by Vice President 
Dr Bharrat Jagdeo and 
members of the cabinet.

People arrived 
seeking help with a 
range of concerns, from 
housing applications 
and National Insurance 
Scheme (NIS) matters 
to contracts, community 
issues and business 
opportunities.

For Jacobs, the visit 

allocated land.
“I came to talk 

to the minister 
himself,” she told the 
Department of Public 
Information (DPI). “He 
was positive with me, 
and the process was very 

S o e s d y k e - L i n d e n 
Highway despite the 
rainy weather, said she 
was surprised by how 
many agencies were 
available in one place.

“I did not expect 
to see so many 
people,” she said. “I 
come to one person, 
and I end up going 

and ministries where 
I would have gotten 
positive responses.”

For Owen Ross, the 
outreach solved two 
major issues in a single 
afternoon, a pending 
house lot matter and an 
NIS issue connected to a 
former employer.

“I’ve been 
waiting a little while 
concerning my house 
lot, and I got it sorted 
out. It was very 
lovely,” Ross said.

Vice President 
Jagdeo said the 
initiative is part of the 

Wales project site

Wales project site
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As rising global 
fuel prices are 
placing pressure 
on transportation 
costs worldwide, the 
Government of Guyana 
is urging transport 
operators to exercise 
restraint and avoid 
burdening commuters 
with unauthorised fare 
increases.

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
said although Guyana 
is now a major crude oil 
producer, the country 

still depends heavily on 

and remains vulnerable 
to international market 
disruptions linked to 
instability in the Middle 
East and challenges in 
global shipping systems.

In response, the 
government said it 
has spent hundreds 
of billions of dollars 
cushioning citizens from 
the full impact of rising 
energy prices.

According to the 
president, the removal of 
excise taxes on imported 
fuel products has saved 
Guyanese consumers 
more than $100 billion 
annually, translating 
into roughly $500 in 
savings on every gallon 
of gasoline or diesel 
purchased.

“For minibuses 
operating in 

Georgetown and 
consuming an 
average of more than 
12 gallons of fuel 
per day, the policy 
delivered savings of 
about $6,000 daily 
directly,” President Ali 
explained.

The president 
noted, however, that 
despite government 
interventions when 
fuel prices previously 
declined, transportation 
fares largely remained 
unchanged.

“We expect that 
all of the operators 
will reduce their 

mitigate that impact,” 
he stated.

Senior Minister 

the President with 
responsibility for 
Finance, Dr Ashni 

Singh, echoed similar 
concerns, stressing that 
the administration has 
also absorbed increased 
fuel costs for utilities 
such as Guyana Power 
and Light Incorporated 
and Guyana Water 
Incorporated to avoid 
higher electricity and 
water charges for 
citizens.

Meanwhile, Minister 
of Public Works 
Juan Edghill made it 
clear during a public 
engagement at Stabroek 
Market Square that 
no increase in fares 
for minibuses, taxis, 
speedboats or hire cars 
has been approved by 
the government.

“No Guyanese 
citizen, tourist, child, 
or worker should 
be forced to pay 
increased rates,” 

Minister Edghill warned, 
adding that operators 
who overcharge 
commuters or leave 
passengers stranded 
could face penalties.

Director General 
of the Maritime 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
Department, Captain 
Stephen Thomas, 

are already being 
pursued against some 
speedboat operators 
accused of abandoning 

passengers at the Parika 
and Bartica stellings 
during recent fare 
disputes.

The government has 
also ordered all public 
transportation operators 
to prominently display 
approved fare structures 
inside their vehicles 
and vessels, while 
encouraging commuters 
to report cases of 
overcharging to the 
relevant authorities.

Guyana’s drive 
toward modernised, 
technology-driven law 
enforcement has taken 
another step forward, 
with the Guyana 
Revenue Authority 
(GRA) introducing 
mandatory body 
cameras for frontline 

the country.
Under the new 

stationed at airports, 
wharfs, transit sheds 
and deployed in law 
enforcement exercises 

The Guyana Police 
Force Academy has 
secured both local 
and international 
accreditation and is 
preparing to renew its 
status as it expands its 
training programmes 
to meet the country’s 
evolving security needs.

Director of the 
academy, Senior 
Superintendent Sonia 
Herbert, announced the 
development during 
the Police Round Up 
programme, noting that 

are now required to 
wear body cameras 
while performing their 
duties. The move is 
part of wider Customs 

aimed at strengthening 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , 
improving transparency, 
and boosting public 
trust in day-to-day 
interactions between 

According to the 
GRA, the devices are 
expected to improve the 
processing of passengers 
and cargo while ensuring 

new specialised courses 
are being introduced in 
collaboration with the 
National Accreditation 
Council.

Among the planned 
additions is tourism 
policing, alongside 
diploma and degree-
level programmes 
aimed at strengthening 
professional standards 
within the force.

Herbert said the 
move is timely, given the 
rising number of foreign 
nationals visiting and 

greater compliance 
with trade, tax and 
border regulations. The 
cameras will capture 
both audio and video 
recordings during 
inspections, seizures and 
any incidents that may 
later require review or 
investigation.

Authorities say the 
initiative is particularly 
timely, as Guyana 
continues to experience 
a surge in trade activity, 
cargo movement and 
international arrivals 
linked to its expanding 

believe the technology 
will help streamline 
operations while also 
protecting both Customs 

of the public during 

working in Guyana due 
to the expanding oil and 
gas industry and major 
national events.

“
foreign nationals that 
we are having… it is 
good for the ranks to 
have the knowledge 
in tourism policing,” 
she explained.

She also highlighted 
growing international 
cooperation, including 
training exchanges 
with CARICOM states, 
the Regional Security 

enforcement procedures.
Standard Operating 

Procedures have already 
been established to 
govern how footage is 
stored, managed and 
retained, ensuring 
accountability in the 
handling of sensitive 
recordings. The GRA 
has also encouraged 
the public to report 
any suspected misuse 
or abuse of the system 

the Comptroller, with 
contact lines made 
available for complaints 
and inquiries.

a broader national 
shift toward digital 
governance and modern 
enforcement practices. 
In parallel, the Guyana 

System, the Miami-Dade 
Police Department, 
the New York Police 
Department, and 
agencies in India.

completed specialised 
forensic interviewing 
training in India, 

push to modernise 
policing skills and 
strengthen operational 
capacity.

Police Force is also 
advancing similar 
reforms, with recruits 
now undergoing training 
in body camera usage, 
computer literacy and 
digital reporting systems 
as part of a transition 
from traditional paper-
based processes.

Chief Instructor 
at the Police Force 
Academy, Inspector 
Kareem Hoosein, said 
trainees are being 
equipped with skills to 
support a more paperless, 
t e c h n o l o g y - d r i v e n 
policing environment. 
Commissioner of Police 
Clifton Hicken has 
also emphasised that 
technology is now central 
to modern policing, 
noting that the Force is 

actively working toward 
full digitisation under 
its 2027–2031 strategic 
plan.

Hicken added that 
expanded computer 
training through ZARA 
Computer Centres is 
helping ranks across 
divisions adapt to 
evolving demands, while 
reinforcing evidence-
based policing and 
accountability.

Together, the parallel 
reforms in both Customs 
and policing signal a 
wider transformation 
across Guyana’s security 
and revenue systems, 
one increasingly 
shaped by technology, 
transparency, and public 
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President Ali during a 
social media address

The removal of excise taxes on imported fuel products 
has saved Guyanese consumers more than $100 
billion annually

Airport wearing their body cameras

Director of the Guyana Police Force Academy, Senior 
Superintendent Sonia Herbert
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