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Prime Minister Mark Carney and his Indian counterpart announced Monday what 

they're calling a "new partnership," a series of multimillion-dollar deals and a commitment 

to sign a free trade agreement by year's end as the two look to turn the page on years of 

frosty bilateral relations marked by allegations of Indian foreign interference. 

In a statement to reporters after a one-on-one meeting with Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi at the colonial-era Hyderabad House in Delhi's diplomatic core, Carney 

said Canada is going all-in on diversifying trade. The two countries have set a goal to more 

than double two-way trade to some $70 billion a year by 2030, he said, as Canada continues 

a push to reduce its dependence on the U.S. 

Carney framed this new course as not just a return to how things were but rather an 

ambitious revisioning of what the two Commonwealth countries can do together in an un-

certain era marked by instability. At the centre of this more robust relationship will be a 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement — a free trade deal — that Carney said 

the two sides hope to sign by December, which will offer Canada exports relief from Indian 

tariffs that are quite high on some goods.  

"This is not merely the renewal of a relationship. It is the expansion of a valued part-

nership with new ambition, focus, and foresight — a partnership between two confident 

countries charting our course for the future," Carney said alongside Modi as the two deliv-

ered statements. 

Reading prepared remarks, Modi was effusive in his praise of Carney, noting his lead-

ership at two central banks and saying the only reason the two countries are on a better 

footing is because of his leadership. 

The Canadian PM then flew on to Australia, where he held a meeting with Prime Min-

ister Anthony Albanese. 

In Australia, Carney's office said the prime minister will discuss deepening cooperation 

on defence and maritime security, critical minerals, trade and artificial intelligence. 

Like India, a bulk of the Canadian prime minister's trip will include meetings with 

business leaders and investors "to attract new capital into Canada", his office said. 

Albanese said, "As our countries face new challenges and opportunities, we must 

deepen our cooperation with partners to promote our national interests." 

Above is a photo of Carney with Modi and Albanese, taken just prior to the last No-

vember’s G20 summit in South Africa.

Guyana’s President Dr. Irfaan Ali and Trinidad and Tobago Prime Min-

ister Kamla Persad- Bissessar are expected to meet United States (US) Pres-

ident Donald Trump in Miami on March 7. 

Both regional leaders confirmed the meeting on the sidelines of the on-

going meeting of Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Heads of Government 

in St. Kitts and Nevis. 

“It’s a meeting dealing with security matters, it’s dealing with some of 

the challenges in the region, and to see how we can coordinate better in re-

lation to those challenges,” President Ali told reporters. 

Security, the Guyanese leader said, has been a key focus in the growing 

bilateral relationship between his country and the US. 

Meanwhile, the Trinidadian Prime Minister told reporters that the invi-

tation to attend the meeting with President Trump was extended during bi-

lateral talks with visiting US Secretary of State Marco Rubio. 

During his engagements at the CARICOM Summit, Rubio has report-

edly called for deeper cooperation on tackling criminal gangs. 

Other countries in Latin America are reportedly part of the Miami en-

gagement. There has been no confirmation that other Caribbean leaders will 

attend. This meeting comes just weeks after US forces recently captured and 

overthrew Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro. 

Above, Ali and Persad-Bissessar are pictured at last week’s Caricom 

Summit with Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, and Tobago House of 

Assembly leader Augustine Farley. The latter was invited to the meeting for 

the first time by Persad-Bissessar.

Canada talks trade with India, AussiesAli, Kamla to meet with Trump
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Canada, India sign 

education pacts
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By Milan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Canada and India have announced 13 new partner-

ships between postsecondary institutions in both coun-

tries, alongside the launch of a Canada-India Talent and 

Innovation strategy aimed at expanding collaboration 

in higher education and research. 

The announcement was issued by Global Affairs 

Canada and outlines agreements between Canadian and 

Indian universities in areas including health sciences, 

engineering, artificial intelligence and clean technol-

ogy. The universities entered into formal agreements to 

guide collaboration and are intended to facilitate joint 

research initiatives, academic exchanges and institu-

tional cooperation. 

Participating Canadian institutions include the 

University of Toronto, University of British Columbia 

and McGill University, among others. Indian partner 

institutions include the Indian Institute of Technology 

Bombay and Jawaharlal Nehru University, along with 

additional universities and research centers. 

According to the announcement, the partnerships 

are intended to support collaboration in research and 

innovation, as well as student faculty and mobility be-

tween both countries. Areas of cooperation outlined in 

the agreements include science, technology, engineer-

ing and math disciplines, as well as emerging technol-

ogy sectors and health related research. 

In conjunction with the institutional partnerships, 

the two governments introduced a Canada-India Talent 

and Innovation Strategy. The strategy gives a frame-

work for bilateral cooperation focused on strengthening 

academic collaboration, advancing joint research ef-

forts and increasing mobility pathways for students, re-

searchers, and skilled professionals. 

Priority sectors identified in the strategy include 

STEM fields, clean technology, life sciences and other 

industries. The framework gives way for coordination 

between governments, universities, and industry stake-

holders to support research partnerships and knowledge 

sharing. 

The announcement states that Canada and India 

maintain an established education relationship, with 

India representing one of the largest sources of interna-

tional students in Canada. The new agreements are po-

sitioned within the border context of academic and 

research ties between institutions in both countries. 

Officials from the Canadian and Indian govern-

ments participated in discussions leading to the agree-

ments. Further operational details and an outline on the 

dedicated funding amounts are expected to be provided 

as the new partnership moves forward. 

Canada, India sign education pact
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President Dr. Irfaan Ali meets with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio on the 

sidelines of the CARICOM Heads of Government Conference in St. Kitts and Nevis.
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Guyana is not simply 
riding an oil boom; it is 
actively “engineering 
the future” President 
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
declared at the opening 
of the Guyana Energy 
Conference and Supply 
Chain Expo 2026. 

Speaking to more 
than 10,000 attendees, 
including over 200 
exhibitors and 74 
speakers, the President 
outlined a vision that 
fuses energy wealth with 
cutting-edge technology, 
strategic infrastructure, 
and sustainable 
development.

At the Guyana 
Marriott Hotel, President 
Ali told global energy 
leaders, investors, and 
policymakers, “Energy 
is the capacity to 
do work, and in a 
national context, 
that energy is people, 
technology, capital, 
partnership, but 
importantly, ideas. 
Ideas are what create 
the momentum to 
move this country 
forward.”

Rejecting the notion 

that Guyana should 
simply enjoy its oil 
revenues, he added, “We 
are not sleepwalking 
through this journey. 
Technology is critical, 
and we have to adopt 
it in a way that allows 
us to sustain our 
success.”

DIGITAL LEAP AND 

CITIZEN-CENTRIC 
ECONOMY

In a major policy 
a n n o u n c e m e n t , 

that the Bank of Guyana 
has completed a national 
payments platform, 
enabling two local banks 
to launch fully digital 
operations. The system, 
including digital wallets 
and electronic transfers, 
aims to dismantle 
barriers for small 
businesses and bring a 
new generation into the 
formal economy.

“We want our 
economy to run on 
a digital backbone,” 
he said. “We are 
building a citizen-
centric system 
where government 
services are available 
at the touch of a 
button, reducing 
bias and improving 
transparency.”

He also highlighted 
a parallel infrastructure 
strategy, describing the 
rapid development of 
deep-water ports and 
upgraded airports in 
Lethem and Region 

Six to link Guyana to 
northern Brazil and 
the Caribbean. “Yes, 
we have a Natural 
Resource Fund. But 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y , 
we are moving at 
lightning speed 
with infrastructure 
development. We 
are developing 
a global model, 

one that adopts 
d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
prosperity with an eye 
on sustainability,” he 
said.

Despite a survey 
showing that 90 
percent of attendees 
believe Guyana is on 
the right track, the 
President cautioned 
against complacency: 
“We cannot be 

10 percent still 
believe we are not 
heading in the right 
direction. Our oil 
and gas transition 
must translate 
into measurable 
improvements in 
life expectancy 
and income for all 
citizens.”

From coding 
programmes in primary 
schools to the regional 
technology hub in Wales, 

President Ali’s message 
was clear: Guyana is 
preparing today to 
remain a global leader 
long after the oil era.

FROM 
DICTATORSHIP 
TO DEBT-FREE,  

GUYANA’S 
ECONOMIC 

TRANSFORMATION
Senior Minister 

President with 
Responsibility for 
Finance, Dr. Ashni 
Singh, highlighted 
the broader economic 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 
Speaking during a 
dialogue with S&P 
Global Ambassador 
Carlos Pascual, Dr. Singh 
recalled Guyana’s pre-
1992 era of economic 
collapse.

“It was essentially 
a dictatorship,” 
he said. “We were 
spending more 
than 100 percent of 
government revenue 
on debt servicing. 
It took decades to 
rebuild institutions 

and make Guyana 
credible on the global 
stage.”

He credited decades 
of disciplined policy 
for attracting investors 
like ExxonMobil, noting 
that the oil boom is 
the product of years 
of preparation, not 
luck. Guyana’s non-oil 
economy has grown an 
average of 11 percent 

said, and the Sovereign 
Wealth Fund now holds 

external debt. “We 
have been able to 
accumulate enough 

total external debt 
of the country,” Dr. 
Singh said, marking a 
historic pivot from a 
nation once burdened by 
a 600 percent debt-to-
GDP ratio.

PRIME MINISTER 
PHILLIPS 

CHAMPIONS 
BALANCED GREEN 

TRANSITION
On day two, 

Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) 
Mark Phillips outlined 
Guyana’s approach 
to a “balanced and 
responsible” energy 
transition, stressing 
that industrial growth 
will not compromise the 
country’s environmental 
heritage.

“ R e l i a b l e , 

sustainable energy is 
central to improving 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
expanding economic 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
and raising living 
standards,” he told 
delegates, highlighting 
Guyana’s 85 percent 
forest cover and its role 
as a global carbon sink.

Since 2020, 
Guyana has added 186 
megawatts of power 
capacity, including solar 
farms in Bartica and 

Lethem and mini-hydro 
plants in the hinterland. 
Looking forward, the 
2026 budget allocates 
$119.4 billion for the 
Gas-to-Energy Project 
and the deployment 
of an additional 100 
megawatts of solar 
energy.

“Our vision is 
simple but powerful: 
a future where 
energy powers 
progress, forests 
remain tall, and 
development uplifts 
every citizen without 
compromising our 
natural heritage,” he 
said.

AI STRATEGY AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCEMENT

Minister of Public 
Service, Government 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

that Guyana’s push 
into AI and high-tech 
infrastructure is a 
deliberate, long-term 
strategy, not a reaction 
to global trends.

“What we are 

seeing today did not 
happen in a vacuum,” 
he said, citing years of 
groundwork in digitising 
government records and 
moving services online. 
Highlighting the 100MW 
AI data center MoU with 
U.S.-based Cerebras 
Systems in Wales, he 
said the strategy aims to 

make Guyana a regional 
technology hub.

Minister Ally 
also showcased the 
specialised FPSO training 
institute, one of few 
globally, ensuring local 
talent leads Guyana’s oil 
and gas sector. “Every 
sector that you can 
think about, AI is 
going to be part of 
that,” he said, noting its 
applications in drones, 
agriculture, robotics, and 
healthcare.

MINISTER 
INDAR DETAILS 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND ENERGY 

PROJECTS
Minister of Public 

Utilities and Aviation 
Deodat Indar emphasised 
that Guyana’s rapid 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development is 
creating a predictable 
and inviolable 
environment for 
investors. Highlighting 
projects like the Gas-
to-Energy initiative, 
fertiliser plants, and 
airport expansions, 
he underlined the 

government’s hybrid 
energy strategy, 
including 100 megawatts 
of solar power across 
55 grid-tied farms and 
the reopening of the 
165-megawatt Amaila 
Falls Hydropower 
project.

“We are working 
on multiple tracks. 
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Guyana and 
Trinidad and Tobago are 
the only two CARICOM 
member states invited 
to participate in a high-
level regional security 
meeting convened by 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump in Miami on 
March 7, highlighting 
deepening strategic 
engagement between 
Washington and select 
Caribbean partners.

P r e s i d e n t 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan 

participation while 
speaking on the 
sidelines of the 50th 
Regular Meeting of the 
Conference of CARICOM 
Heads of Government 
in St Kitts and Nevis. 

After a 144 per cent 
surge in public uptake, 
the government’s 
v o u c h e r - b a s e d 
healthcare programme 
is entering a new phase, 
one that will allow all 

He described the 
invitation as recognition 
of Guyana’s proactive 

bilateral ties and 
contribute to regional 
security cooperation.

“Over the last 
several years, 
we have engaged 
with the United 
States to enhance 
collaboration on 

from eye testing and 
preventive services.

The announcement 
was made by Minister of 
Health Dr Frank Anthony 
during the signing of 
a Memorandum of 

security matters 

h e m i s p h e r e , ” 
President Ali said. 
The Miami summit is 
expected to focus on 
coordinated responses to 
shared threats, including 
transnational crime, 
migration pressures, 
and other regional 
challenges.

President Ali 
also underscored the 
importance of CARICOM 
solidarity, particularly 
amid ongoing concerns 
over national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity. 
He welcomed support 
from Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Prime Minister, 
Kamla Persad-Bissessar, 
stressing that unity 
among Caribbean states 
is essential when any 
member faces external 

Senior citizens 
across Guyana will 
receive a welcome 

as the government rolls 
out the increased old 
age pension along with 

months of 2026.
For many 

pensioners, the total 
payment of $56,000 
will bring relief at a time 

Understanding with 
67 healthcare partners 
at Herdmanston 
Lodge in Georgetown. 
Originally designed to 
support children and 
older adults, and later 
adjusted to those aged 
50 and above, the eye 
care initiative will now 
be expanded to cover 
every age group.

“I think this has 
been a very successful 
programme for 
us,” Dr Anthony said, 
pointing to the strong 
public response. “We 
have been able 
to cover a large 
percentage of the 

pressures.
“Our duty as 

leaders is to work 
in the interest of 
our citizens, our 
countries and the 

region,” he said.
Beyond security, 

President Ali highlighted 
Guyana’s strong and 
evolving relationship 
with the United 
States. He described 
discussions with U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio as “very 
positive,” focusing on 
regional development 
and coordinated 
diplomatic priorities. 
Secretary Rubio traveled 
to St Kitts and Nevis 

CARICOM leaders and 

when household costs 
remain high. The sum 

pension of $46,000 plus 
$10,000 in retroactive 
payments, $5,000 
each for January and 
February.

Minister of Human 
Services and Social 
Security, Dr Vindhya 
Persaud, shared the 
update in a Facebook 

population, and now 
we want to expand it 
so that everybody can 

The programme’s 

increased trust and 
accessibility. In 2024, 
134,152 vouchers 
were used for services 
including eye exams, 
spectacles, laboratory 
testing and HPV 
screening. By 2025, that 
number had climbed to 
326,868 vouchers.

Beyond the statistics, 
the impact has been 
tangible. Approximately 
1,200 people were 
diagnosed with cataracts 

partnerships.
President Ali 

also addressed the 
employment of Cuban 
medical professionals 
in Guyana, explaining 

directly and operate 
under local labour laws, 
a model he said meets 
international standards.

While security 
remains central, the 

message, encouraging 
seniors to ensure their 
pension vouchers are 
properly stamped at post 

amount.
Importantly, elderly 

citizens who are unable 
to travel need not worry. 
Family members or 
trusted individuals can 
complete the process 
on their behalf once 

and treated, while others 
began care for glaucoma 
and other conditions. 
Expanded testing has 
also revealed high rates of 
diabetes and cholesterol, 
allowing patients to seek 
treatment earlier.

The ministry is 
encouraging partners 
to extend services into 
hinterland Regions One, 
Seven, Eight, Nine and 

President emphasised 
economic cooperation, 
including food security 
and the free movement 
of goods, urging the 
removal of bureaucratic 
barriers to deepen 
CARICOM integration.

During the 
CARICOM meeting, 
President Ali also 
engaged with Jamaica’s 
Prime Minister Andrew 
Holness and held 
bilateral discussions with 
Suriname’s President 
Dr Jennifer Geerlings-
Simons to strengthen 
partnerships in energy, 
food security, and 
regional connectivity.

The Miami summit 
is expected to further 

security collaboration, 
with Guyana emerging 
as an increasingly 

authorised by signature 
or thumbprint and 
witnessed accordingly.

For thousands of 
older Guyanese, March’s 
payment represents 
more than money, it 

added dignity in their 
golden years.

Ten to ensure equitable 
access nationwide.

In parallel, the HPV 
vaccination programme 

quadrivalent vaccine free 
to boys and girls aged 
nine to 15 and women up 
to age 45, strengthening 
preventive healthcare 
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President Ali at the 50th Regular Meeting of the 
Conference of CARICOM Heads of Government in St 
Kitts and Nevis

The bilateral meeting with Suriname President Dr 
Jennifer Geerlings-Simons

The engagement with Jamaica’s Prime Minister 
Andrew Holness

President Ali in discussions with U.S. Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio

$56,000 pension payment set for March

Eye testing vouchers now accessible to everyone

MoUs for voucher-based healthcare programmes inked
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At the newly 
commissioned Guyana 
Technical Training 
College Incorporated 
(GTTCI) in Port 
Mourant, Berbice, 
each trainee represents 
more than just a seat 
in a classroom. They 
are a US$150,000 
investment each in 
the country’s energy 
future. The government 
is funding this cutting-
edge programme to 
ensure that Guyanese 

and ready to compete 
in the booming oil and 
gas sector, all without 
leaving home.

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
shared the details during 
his podcast, Tea on the 
Terrace, emphasising 
the transformational 
nature of the initiative. 
“This is about 
investing in our 
people and building 
a workforce that can 
compete globally,” he 
said. “Every trainee 
here represents an 
investment of about 
U S $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 … a n d 
now that opportunity 
is available right here 
at home.”

O f f i c i a l l y 
commissioned on 

the same systems 

kind of exposure 
gives us a real 
advantage and sets 
us apart.”

Training Centre 
Manager Shaagul 
Hameeth explained, 
“By the time 
they complete 
the programme, 
trainees are trained 
to international 
standards and ready 
to perform safely and 

.”
Phil Doody, 

President and 
CEO of LearnCorp 
International, praised 
the facility as a regional 
milestone. “We’ve 
transitioned from 
training cohorts in 
Canada to delivering 
that same high-
quality programme 
here in Guyana. This 
facility is unmatched 
in the region and 
positions the country 

as a leader in 
technical training.”

Minister of Labour 
and Manpower 
Planning, Keoma 

the long-term impact. 
“This is not just 
about today’s jobs. 
It’s about building 
the workforce 
Guyana will need 
for decades to come, 
and establishing 
our country as a 
hub for technical 

training across the 
Caribbean.”

With each student 

government investment, 
the GTTI signals a major 
step in Guyana’s human 
capital development, 
placing young Guyanese 
at the heart of the 
nation’s energy future 
while preparing them 
to compete on a global 
stage.

February 15, the GTTCI 

programme combining 
foundational and 
advanced training 
aligned with Floating 
Production Storage 

operations. The institute 
features advanced 
technology and industry-
grade systems, including 
simulations of real 

to ensure graduates 
are job-ready and meet 
international standards.

Students are already 
feeling the impact. 
Dhanraj Kishun said, 
“This programme is 
opening doors I never 
thought possible. The 
level of technology 
and hands-on 
training we’re getting 
here is preparing us 

into the oil and gas 
sector.” Mugabe Ross 
added, “Before this, 
training like this 
meant leaving the 
country. Now we 
can gain world-class 

here at home.” Xavier 
Johnson highlighted the 
practical experience: 
“We’re not just 
learning theory, 
we’re working with 

From coding and 
robotics to biotechnology 
and engineering, 
ExxonMobil’s new 
US$100 million STEM 
programme aims to 
equip Guyanese students 
with the tools and 
skills needed to thrive 
in a rapidly evolving 
world. The initiative, 
announced during 
a dinner hosted by 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali and First 

Lady Arya Ali to mark 
Guyana’s 56th Republic 
Anniversary, focuses on 
teacher training, hands-
on learning, and creating 
clear career pathways 
nationwide.

S T E M — S c i e n c e , 
T e c h n o l o g y , 
Engineering, and 
Mathematics—offers 
an interdisciplinary 
approach designed to 
foster critical thinking, 
problem-solving, and 
innovation. Students will 
gain practical experience 
through subjects such 
as robotics, coding, and 
biotechnology, preparing 
them for careers in 

President Ali 
emphasised the 
importance of 
equipping the current 
and next generation 
with knowledge and 
skills to drive Guyana’s 
growth. “We have 
to ensure that the 
next generation 
of Guyanese, and 
this generation, 

are equipped with 
the necessary 
skills, training, and 
knowledge to take 
Guyana forward,” 
he said, noting that 
education is central 
to the government’s 
strategy for innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and 
national development.

A dedicated STEM 
centre will be built 
at the University of 
Guyana campus, with 
completion expected by 
2028. The university 
setting is designed to 
introduce children to a 

campus environment 
early, fostering ambition 
and higher learning. 
Preparatory work, 
including curriculum 
development and teacher 
training, will begin 
immediately, led by the 
Ministry of Education.

E x x o n M o b i l 
CEO Darren Woods 
highlighted the 
company’s dual 
focus on responsibly 

oil resources while 
creating opportunities 
onshore. Later this 
year, ExxonMobil will 

roll out a nationwide 
secondary-level teacher 
training programme 
in mathematics and 
science and open the 

Georgetown. These 
centres, modelled on the 
ExxonMobil Foundation 
Teen Engineering and 
Tech Centre in Spring, 
Texas, aim to provide 
hands-on, real-world 
learning opportunities 
for students and young 
adults.

The programme 
is expected to train 
thousands of educators 

and reach tens of 
thousands of students 
over the next decade, 
strengthening Guyana’s 
STEM capacity and 
preparing a new 
generation of engineers, 
scientists, and 
innovators. President 
Ali praised ExxonMobil 
for aligning its vision 
with the government’s 
development agenda, 
underscoring the 
partnership as a model 
for sustainable growth 
and human capital 
development in Guyana.

�
����		����	����	���
�����	��
�
����������������	���	�������
�
������������	���

Chair and CEO of 
ExxonMobil, Darren 
Woods making the 
announcement

President Ali with Chair and CEO of ExxonMobil, 
Darren Woods

President Ali with members of ExxonMobil

The government is investing approximately 
US$150,000 per trainee enrolled at the newly 
commissioned training institute 

The government is investing approximately 
US$150,000 per trainee enrolled at the newly 
commissioned training institute 

The government is investing approximately 
US$150,000 per trainee enrolled at the newly 
commissioned training institute 

The government is investing approximately 
US$150,000 per trainee enrolled at the newly 
commissioned training institute 
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E x x o n M o b i l ’ s 
Upstream Company 
President and Vice 
President of ExxonMobil 
Corporation, Dan 
Ammann, emphasised 
that the company stands 
ready to match the 
government’s pace of 
development.

“When the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
advances permitting, 

approvals and market 
frameworks, we will 
advance engineering, 
execution and 
investment in 
lockstep. When 
g o v e r n m e n t 
accelerates, we 
accelerate,” Ammann 
said.

Guyana has emerged 
as a major global oil 
producer with more 
than 11 billion barrels 
of oil equivalent 
resources discovered 

expanding oil output, 
appraisal work has 

natural gas reserves, 
with approximately 50 
million cubic feet per 
day of gas expected 
to supply the Wales 
gas-to-energy project, 
delivering cheaper and 
more reliable electricity 
nationwide.

Bank Demerara, and 

transform Berbice 
through the creation 
of new industrial 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 
Government has already 
outlined plans for a deep-
water port, industrial 
zones, a data centre and 
an ammonia plant in the 
region, with interest also 
expressed in potential 
collaboration with 
neighbouring Suriname.

Routledge noted 
that President Dr 
Irfaan Ali has set an 
ambitious target for the 
project to materialise 
by 2030, signalling 

the viability of Guyana’s 

Meanwhile, Minister 
of Natural Resources 
Vickram Bharrat 
highlighted the scale 
of Guyana’s energy 

transformation, noting 
that oil production has 
increased from 120,000 
barrels per day in 2020 
to more than 900,000 
barrels per day in 2025.

“This momentum 
is expected to deliver 

Guyana in the coming 
years, cementing 
our country’s global 
positioning as a 
premier producer 
of low-cost, low-
emission resources,” 
the minister said.

The ministry also 
acknowledged remarks 
by Chevron’s Chief 

company’s commitment 
to partnering with 
Guyana as development 
progresses in the 
Stabroek Block, where 
Chevron holds a 30 
percent stake.

company anticipates 
submitting a request 
for environmental 
authorisation in the 
coming weeks or months 
for a second gas project 
in the southeast portion 
of the Stabroek Block.

The proposed 
development is expected 
to complement the 
ongoing gas-to-energy 
project at Wales, West 

Berbice could soon 
become the centre of 
Guyana’s next wave of 
industrial expansion, 
as ExxonMobil signals 
plans to advance a 
second gas-to-energy 
project aligned with 
government’s 2030 
development targets.

The announcement 

edition of the Guyana 
Energy Conference 
and Supply Chain 
Expo at the Marriott 
Hotel in Georgetown, 
where ExxonMobil and 

their commitment 
to partnering with 
the Government of 
Guyana in responsibly 
developing the country’s 
oil and gas resources.

President of 
ExxonMobil Guyana, 
Alistair Routledge, 
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As Guyana’s 
economy grows, so does 
its demand for power. 
The second phase of the 
Wales Gas-to-Energy 
project promises to 
deliver the electricity 
needed to fuel homes, 
industries, and future 
development.

Speaking at the 
2026 Guyana Energy 
Conference and 
Supply Chain Expo 
at the Marriott Hotel 
in Kingston, Winston 
Brassington, Head of 
Guyana’s Gas-to-Energy 

of the Wales project will 
be operational by the end 
of this year, delivering 
228 megawatts (MW) 
of power. The Natural 

While in Basseterre 
for the 50th CARICOM 
Heads of Government 
meeting, President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali paused from high-
level diplomacy to meet 
Guyanese nationals, 
sharing a vision of 
growth, opportunity, and 
ways to contribute to the 
nation’s development.

Joined by St. 
Kitts and Nevis Prime 
Minister Terrance 
Drew, President Ali 
provided updates on 
Guyana’s rapid progress, 
including infrastructure 
expansion, energy 
transformation, public 
sector modernization, 

Gas Liquids (NGL) 
facility, which will 
produce cooking gas, 
is also expected to be 
operational alongside 
the power plant.

“The completion 
of Phase One by mid-
2027 will see 300MW 
of power generated 
in Wales alone,” 
Brassington said. He 
added that the Guyana 
Power and Light (GPL) 
Inc. is upgrading the 
country’s transmission 
and distribution systems 
in preparation for the 
new natural gas supply.

The second phase 
of the Wales project is 
expected to add another 
300MW power plant 
and NGL facility. Five 

and investment growth. 
He highlighted the 
strengthening ties 
between Guyana and 

bid on Phase Two, with 
construction expected 
to start later this year 
to meet the country’s 
soaring energy needs.

Beyond Wales, the 
government is also 
pursuing a second Gas-
to-Energy project in 
Berbice, demonstrating 
a nationwide strategy 
to provide cleaner, 
cheaper, and more 
reliable electricity for 
homes, businesses, and 
industries.

Guyana has become 
a global oil hotspot, with 
more than an estimated 
11 billion barrels of oil 
equivalent resources in 

Block. While multiple 
oil projects are ongoing, 

St. Kitts and Nevis, 
showcasing tangible 
examples of regional 
integration.

recent assessments 
show substantial natural 
gas reserves that are 
now being harnessed 
to generate electricity. 
Currently, about 50 
million cubic feet per 
day (mcf/d) of gas will 

Addressing the 
diaspora, the President 
encouraged Guyanese 
abroad to return home, 
not only to live, but 
to invest and actively 
participate in the 
nation’s growth story. 
Community members 
engaged directly with 
him, raising questions 
and sharing concerns, 
many of which were 
addressed on the spot, 

approach to leadership.
D e m o n s t r a t i n g 

be supplied to the Wales 
project, fueling power 
generation that could 
transform the country’s 
energy landscape.

The Wales Gas-
to-Energy project is 
a cornerstone of the 

cultural engagement, 
President Ali also joined 
Taraweeh prayers at the 
St. Kitts Islamic Centre, 

country’s economic 
growth, promising 
reliable power to support 
homes, industries, and 
the nation’s future 
development.

connecting with the local 
Muslim community and 
emphasizing faith, unity, 
and shared progress.
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President of ExxonMobil 
Guyana, Alistair 
Routledge

President Ali meets Guyanese Diaspora in St. Kitts 

President of ExxonMobil Guyana, Alistair Routledge

ExxonMobil’s Upstream 
President, Dan Ammann

Major power expansion underway in 
Wales, West Bank Demerara

Major power expansion underway in 
Wales, West Bank Demerara
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O p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for local businesses 
in Guyana’s oil and 
gas sector are about 
to multiply. The 
forthcoming revision 
of the Local Content 
Act and new legislative 
measures aim to carve 
out additional areas 
exclusively for Guyanese 
entrepreneurs and 
workers, ensuring the 
country’s energy wealth 

Speaking at a 
panel on local content 
during the Guyana 
Energy Conference 
2026, Michael Munroe, 
Director of the Local 
Content Secretariat, 
said the Secretariat has 

20 new areas that could 
be added to the Act’s 
First Schedule, which 
currently outlines 40 
services that oil and gas 
companies must procure 
locally.

“We are 

committed to 
making the law 
more impactful and 

 Munroe said. 
“This is about moving 
beyond percentages 
to guaranteeing 
i n - c o u n t r y 
value, capacity-
building, and real 
opportunities for 
Guyanese.”

Since the Act’s 
passage in 2021, more 
than 1,200 businesses 
have been registered 
with the Secretariat, 
with approximately 
US$2 billion spent on 
local goods and services. 
However, challenges 
remain. Fronting, where 
foreign companies 
use locals as fronts 
to meet participation 
requirements, continues 
to be monitored, while 

locals seeking large 
contracts is also a hurdle.

To streamline 
local participation, 

the Secretariat 
recently launched an 
online Local Content 
Registration Portal, 
capable of processing 
new applications for 
sole proprietors within 

renewals in three. 
Fully Guyanese-owned 
companies now see new 
applications approved 
within 15 working days, 
and renewals within 10.

Minister of Natural 
Resources, Vickram 
Bharrat, highlighted the 
success of the legislation. 
“There were many 
who said this law 
would push investors 
away or kill the oil 
and gas industry, but 
we forged ahead,” he 
said. “More than 1,200 
local businesses 
are now actively 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g , 
including catering 
consortia serving 
FPSOs, three locally-
owned shore base 

companies, and 
nearly 7,000 trained 
Guyanese employed 
in the sector.”

The government 
is also preparing 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y 
legislation. Attorney 
General Anil Nandlall 
SC announced the Oil 
and Gas Operations Bill 
to govern downstream 
developments, alongside 
a comprehensive 
Environmental Act and 
a Solid and Liquid Waste 
Management Bill.

“When we 

2020, the oil and 
gas sector lacked 
a modern legal 
framework,” Minister 
Nandlall said. “The 
Local Content 
Act and Natural 
Resource Fund Act 
became foundational 
pillars, ensuring 
that Guyana’s energy 

citizens while 

adhering to the rule 
of law.”

With Guyana now 
a global oil hotspot, 
holding over 11 billion 
barrels of oil equivalent 

in the Stabroek Block, the 
government’s legislative 
push seeks to create 
sustainable, long-term 
opportunities for locals, 
while laying the legal 
groundwork for clean 
energy, infrastructure, 
and downstream 
industrial growth.

“Every major 
development plan has 
a legislative cradle,” 
Minister Nandlall added. 
“Our framework is 

align with global best 
practices, ensuring 
t r a n s p a r e n c y , 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y , 
and sustainability 
for generations to 
come.”
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Ramsaroop, Chief 

for Investment, said, 
“This investment 
demonstrates the 

Guyanese abroad 
have in the country’s 
economic trajectory. 
It combines 
diaspora capital 
with structured 
local capacity 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
ensuring that 
Guyanese workers 
and enterprises 

from growth in the 
energy sector.”

The terminal is 
designed to operate 
24 hours a day and 

Ali highlighted how the 
observance of Chinese 

nation’s rich diversity 
and heritage.

“Since 1853, the 
Chinese community 
has contributed 

Guyana’s growth, 
shaping our 
shared struggles 
and common 
aspirations,” he said.

The President 

and logistics activity, 
reducing reliance on 
external facilities and 
attracting regional trade.

TriStar Shore 
Base is a symbol of 
national pride, diaspora 
engagement, and a future 
where local expertise 
drives the country’s 
energy sector forward. 
As subsequent phases 
roll out, the terminal 
promises to remain a 
cornerstone of Guyana’s 
economic growth and 
technical excellence.

plant, are integrated 
to meet international 
sustainability standards. 
Dr Ramsaroop 
emphasised that the 
long-term goal is for 
the facility to be fully 
managed and operated 
by Guyanese, with 
structured technical 

operations, the terminal 
is expected to create jobs, 
facilitate skills transfer, 
and anchor greater value 
within the domestic 
economy. By enhancing 
shore-base capacity, 
the project supports 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali’s vision to 
develop Guyana into 
a competitive regional 
hub for maritime 

In a show of diaspora-
driven nation-building, 
the TriStar Shore Base 
and Energy Terminal 
has been commissioned, 
a US$250 million project 
designed to strengthen 

energy capabilities while 
creating employment 
and technical training 
opportunities. 

The facility, located 
on the West Bank of 
Demerara, marks one 
of the largest private-
sector, diaspora-

the country to date.
The project, 
Spearheaded by US-

based Guyanese investor 
Kris Persaud, Phase 
One, valued at US$100 
million, came online 

recently. It features 320 
metres of quayside with 
a seven-metre draft and 
dock platforms tested 
to withstand 86 tonnes 
per square metre, 
engineering standards 
uncommon across 
the Caribbean. Phase 
Two, an additional 
US$100 million, and 
Phase Three, US$50 
million, are scheduled 
for completion by the 
end of 2026, expanding 
the terminal into a 
full container facility 

operations, logistics 
infrastructure, and pipe 
yards across 300 acres 
in the TriStar Gateway 
Park.

Speaking on the 
project, Dr. Peter 

To mark the Year 
of the Fire Horse, 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali paid tribute to 
the Chinese community, 

been woven into 
Guyana’s development 
for over 170 years.

Speaking at the 
Chinese Association’s 
New Year Dinner at New 
Thriving Restaurant, 
Providence, East Bank 
Demerara, President 

cargo, with capabilities 

assembly, isotank 
storage, tubular 
preparation, and crane 
operations up to 450 
tonnes. Environmental 
management systems, 
such as wash bays, 
inspection areas, and 
a waste treatment 

expressed hope that the 
Year of the Fire Horse 
would bring renewal, 
peace, prosperity, and 
unity to the country, 
celebrating both cultural 
tradition and national 
cohesion.
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Founder of the TriStar 
Shore Base and Energy 
Terminal, Kris Persaud

Attorney General Anil 
Nandlall SC

Director of the Local 
Content Secretariat, 
Michael Munroe

President Ali marks Chinese New Year
President Ali marks 
Chinese New Year

Minister of Natural 
Resources, Vickram 
Bharrat

Peter R. Ramsaroop, 
speaks on  the US$250 
million diaspora-funded 
private sector investment
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A generation ago, few 
would have predicted 
that Guyana would 
emerge as the economic 
engine of the Caribbean. 
Today, rapid expansion 
in oil production and 
major investments 
in infrastructure are 
reshaping the nation’s 

what is possible for its 
people.

Guyana is 
projected to remain the 
Caribbean’s fastest-
growing economy over 
the medium term, with 
oil-driven expansion 

region’s overall growth 
outlook. According to 

the January 2026 Global 
Economic Prospects 
Report released by the 
World Bank Group, the 
Caribbean sub-region 
is expected to grow by 
5.2 per cent in 2026 and 
6.6 per cent in 2027, 

by Guyana’s sustained 
economic performance.

Without Guyana’s 
contribution, growth 
across the rest of the 
Caribbean would 
slow considerably to 
approximately 2.9 
per cent in 2026 and 
3.7 per cent in 2027, 
underscoring the scale of 
the country’s impact on 
regional performance.

I n d i v i d u a l l y , 
Guyana’s economy is 
projected to expand by 
19.6 per cent in 2026 and 
21.9 per cent in 2027, 
extraordinary rates that 
position the country 
among the fastest-

growing economies 
globally.

This expansion 

revenues alone. It is 

management, strategic 
public investment, 

and policies aimed at 
strengthening both oil 
and non-oil sectors. The 
international projections 
broadly align with the 
outlook presented in 
Guyana’s 2026 National 
Budget.

Senior Minister in 

with responsibility for 
Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, 
reported that Guyana 
recorded 19.3 per cent 
overall GDP growth in 
2025 and is projected 
to grow by a further 
16.2 per cent in 2026, 
driven in part by a 17.9 
per cent increase in oil 
production.

Meanwhile, the 
non-oil economy is 

expected to grow by 
10.8 per cent, fuelled by 
strong performance in 
construction (25.4 per 
cent), manufacturing 
(12.9 per cent), and 
agriculture (7.6 per 
cent).

For citizens 
witnessing new roads, 
hospitals, housing 
developments and 
business opportunities 

represent more than 
economic data. They 
signal a period of historic 
transformation, one that 

Guyana’s future, but 
reshaping the economic 
landscape of the wider 
Caribbean.

Vice President Dr 
Bharrat Jagdeo has 
warned that global 
climate ambitions 
could falter without 
the leadership and 
participation of the 
United States (US), 
urging developing 
countries to strengthen 
self-reliance and 
innovation amid shifting 
geopolitical alliances.

A d d r e s s i n g 
p o l i c y m a k e r s , 
researchers and 
advocates at the 
World Sustainable 
Development Summit in 
New Delhi, Jagdeo said 
it would be “very, very 

” to achieve 
global climate goals 
without US involvement 
in key negotiations. 

broader concerns 
circulating among 
delegates about the 
future direction of 
international climate 

talks.
Despite the 

uncertainty, the Vice 
President challenged 
participants not to 
allow geopolitical 
shifts to stall progress. 
Instead, he encouraged 
countries to pursue 
practical, nationally 
driven solutions that can 
advance climate action 
regardless of global 
political dynamics.

Dr. Jagdeo pointed 
to Guyana’s Low Carbon 
Development Strategy, 

as an example of how 
smaller nations can craft 
independent climate 
frameworks while still 
pursuing economic 
growth. Guyana, roughly 
the size of the United 
Kingdom and covered 
by about 86 per cent 
primary forest, maintains 
one of the world’s lowest 
deforestation rates.

He highlighted 

to monetise forest 
conservation through 
carbon markets, noting 
that 30 per cent of 

Guyana’s forest carbon 
was sold for US$750 
million. The agreement, 
he said, demonstrates 
that environmental 
protection can generate 
substantial revenue for 
developing states.

Dr. Jagdeo also 
addressed criticism 
surrounding Guyana’s 
expanding oil sector. 
With production 
projected to reach up 
to two million barrels 
per day in the coming 
years, the country faces 
scrutiny over balancing 
fossil fuel development 
with climate leadership. 
He argued that oil 
revenues are being 
strategically deployed 

development while 
preserving extensive 
forest resources.

Beyond climate 
policy, the Vice President 
warned of a widening 
technological divide 

intelligence. While 
larger countries invest 
heavily in computing 
infrastructure, he said 
many smaller nations 
risk being left behind 
unless they prioritise 
digital capacity building.

He suggested 
biodiversity protection 
could serve as common 
ground in politically 
divided societies, noting 
that even some climate 
skeptics strongly support 
wildlife and forest 
conservation.

Dr. Jagdeo 
concluded that climate 
action must make 
economic sense to secure 
lasting political backing, 
pointing to the rapid 
expansion of solar energy 
and electric vehicles in 
Asia as evidence that 

sustainability can become 

a lighthearted moment, 

intelligence had helped 

underscoring the need to 
adapt in an era of rapid 
change.
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toward a greener, more 
sustainable Guyana.

After years of 
anticipation, Guyana 
is moving forward 
with the Amaila Falls 
Hydropower Project, 
a renewable energy 
initiative expected to 
deliver at least 165 
megawatts (MW) to 
the national grid. The 
project, located in 
Region Eight (Potaro-
Siparuni), is set to 
transform the country’s 
energy landscape while 
supporting its low-

carbon development 
goals.

Under a revised 
Bui ld-Own-Operate-
Transfer (BOOT) model, 

consortia have until April 
9 to submit proposals. 
The government is 
seeking experienced 
developers with a track 
record of completing at 
least three large-scale 
hydro projects of 100 
MW or more over the 
past 15 years. Proposals 

will be evaluated based 
on factors such as the 
lowest power purchase 
agreement price, total 
project cost, completion 

capabilities.
The hydropower 

facility will be executed 
through a Special 
Purpose Company, 
with the transmission 
network developed 
separately. Independent 
supervision will ensure 
transparency during 

design and construction.
First proposed more 

than a decade ago, the 
Amaila Falls project 
faced delays due to 
political hurdles in 2013. 
Now, the government 
is positioning it as a 
cornerstone of Guyana’s 
energy strategy, 
complementing existing 
gas-to-energy and solar 
projects nationwide.

For residents, 
the project promises 
more than energy. It 

represents a future of 
reliable, renewable 
power and a step 

GOVT MOVES AHEAD WITH LONG-AWAITEDGOVT MOVES AHEAD WITH LONG-AWAITED

 AMAILA FALLS HYDROPOWER PROJECT AMAILA FALLS HYDROPOWER PROJECT

Vice President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo attends the World 
Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) at the Taj 
Palace in India 

Vice President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo attends the World 
Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) at the Taj 
Palace in India 

Guyana’s changing shoreline

The Amaila Falls in Region Eight
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15,000 households are 
expected to receive 
house lots, with plans to 
distribute 8,000 lots and 

title, enabling thousands 
of families to secure 
legal ownership of their 
properties.

on-the-ground presence 
and families actively 
engaging with their new 
plots, the Cummings 
Park relocation drive 
is entering a decisive 
phase, bringing 
thousands closer to the 
stability and security of 
permanent housing.

and Guyana Water 
Incorporated, ensuring 

tools and resources 

invest in their homes 
and futures.

Thirty-two grateful 
individuals now have a 
place to call their own as 
they collected the keys 
to newly constructed 
core homes at Peter’s 
Hall, marking another 
milestone in Guyana’s 

living conditions for 
low- and middle-income 
families.

For 66-year-old 

The relocation 
of families from the 
Cummings Park informal 
settlement gained 
momentum as residents 
began inspecting 
their newly allocated 
house lots under the 
Housing Ministry’s 
ongoing resettlement 
programme.

The exercise, guided 

from the Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Department alongside 
representatives from 
the Central Housing 
and Planning Authority 
(CH&PA), allowed 
allottees to see the 
exact boundaries of 
their future homes and 

With Agreements of 
Sale now in hand, 520 
families in Berbice are 
one step closer to turning 
their long-held dream 
of homeownership into 
reality. The milestone, 
achieved during a two-
day outreach at Classic 
Hotel and Suites in 
Corriverton, exceeded 
the initial target of 450 

Wanda Abrams, the 
occasion was life-
changing. As a visually 
impaired person, she 
said she could never 

a home on her own, 
but now she has a 
safe, accessible space 
to live independently. 
“I am incredibly 
grateful for a home 
that accommodates 

time they had the chance 
to stand on the plots they 
had been promised.

The visit not only 
gave residents a tangible 
sense of progress but 
also allowed them 
to ask questions and 

allottees from No. 75 
Block Two and No. 76 
Blocks Three and Four.

The event, led by 
Minister of Housing 
Collin Croal and 
Minister within the 
Ministry of Housing 
Vanessa Benn, was 

process toward securing 

my needs,” she said, 
beaming.

Diana Port, another 

similar joy. “We need 
to live in better 
conditions, with a 
better environment. 
This home allows us 
to live comfortably 
and smile every day,” 
she noted, thanking 
the government for its 
support.

The homes were 
built under the Adequate 
Housing and Urban 
Accessibility Programme 
(AHUAP), funded by 
the Inter-American 
Development Bank 
(IDB) and executed by 
the Ministry of Housing’s 
Central Housing and 
Planning Authority. 
Each 400-square-foot 
unit, priced at nearly 
$5 million, features two 

gain clarity about the 
move. Some residents 
expressed concerns 
about the distance to 
the new location, but 
authorities assured 
them that the area’s 
position along the four-
lane highway from Craig 
and the Aubrey Barker 

Minister Croal assured 
residents that the wait 
for their ownership 
documents would be 
short.

“In three months, 
we will be coming 
back to issue your 

once you sign, there 
should be no glitch 
after that, and the 
processing of the title 
must be done within 
three months,” he 
said, emphasising 
the government’s 
commitment to a smooth 

bedrooms, a kitchen, 
and washroom facilities. 

GY$100,000 toward 
construction.

Minister of Housing 
Collin Croal said the 
project is part of a wider 

gap. “It is the duty 
of the government 
to put the necessary 
policy mechanisms 
in place to ensure 
that the opportunity 
is available to all 
of its citizens… you 
have your keys now 
to your home…that’s 
what we work for,” he 
said.

Minister within 
the Ministry of 
Housing Vanessa 
Benn highlighted the 
initiative’s alignment 
with Sustainable 
Development Goal 

Road extension provides 
convenient access to key 
transportation corridors.

The new location 

improved access, long-

foundation within a 
developing community.

During the latest 
exercise, 22 allottees 
viewed their assigned 
lots, adding to the 25 who 
had already done so. The 
remaining 35 residents 
are expected to complete 
their inspections before 
the end of the month, as 
the relocation timetable 
continues to advance.

a joint visit conducted 
on November 3, 

The outreach 
also reinforced the 
government’s pledge 
to address outstanding 
applications across 
Region Six. “All 
pending applicants 
will be cleared here in 
Region Six,” Minister 
Croal added.

Beyond the 
Agreements of Sale, 241 
residents were allocated 
house lots at Moleson 
Creek, expanding 
housing opportunities in 
the region. Additionally, 
73 Steel and Cement 
vouchers were made 
available to assist families 

10, aiming to reduce 
inequality and ensure 
fair access to housing. 
She also encouraged 

their communities, 
keeping environments 
safe and clean.

The government has 
allocated $159.1 billion 
this year to advance 
housing development 
nationwide. At least 

from the Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Department, the 
E n f o r c e m e n t 
Department, and 
the CH&PA, which 
focused on identifying 
households and tracking 
progress.

maintaining a strong 

with construction.
To support the 

new homeowners, the 
ministry facilitated 
on-site services from 
banking institutions, 
insurance providers, 

Thirty-two happy individuals now have a place to call 
home

Thirty-two happy individuals now have a place to call 
home

Housing ministry delivers agreements of sale, 
vouchers and lots to Region Six families 

Housing ministry delivers agreements of sale, 
vouchers and lots to Region Six families 

A representative from the Central Housing and 
Planning Authority guides allottees

Allottee at the Cummings Park settlement
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promote sustainable 
growth, regional 
stability, and shared 
prosperity.

its commitment to 

settlement in accordance 
with the Geneva 
Agreement and the UN 
Charter.

implementation, aligned 
with the Judiciary’s 

2031.
The Supreme Court 

of Judicature, which 
comprises the Court of 
Appeal, High Court and 
Magistrates’ Courts, said 
it remains committed 
to strengthening 
leadership capacity, 
leveraging technology, 
improving infrastructure 
and expanding high-
quality service delivery 
to ensure greater trust, 

justice.
With this 

recognition, Guyana 
joins regional peers 
including Brazil’s 
Supreme Federal Court 
and the Judiciary of 
Jamaica within the ICCE 
framework, signaling 
a clear commitment to 
raising the bar for justice 
across the country.

Following his recent 
visit to Brazil, where 
he received Roraima’s 
highest honour, the 
Medalha Forte São 

On the 60th 
anniversary of the 
Geneva Agreement, 

on the treaty that 
followed Venezuela’s 
1962 challenge to the 
1899 Arbitral Award 

the path to resolution 
lies squarely before the 
International Court of 
Justice.

In a statement issued, 
the Ministry of Foreign 

Cooperation said the 
Geneva Agreement, 
signed on February 
17, 1966, remains a 
binding international 
instrument grounded 
in the principles of 
international law and 
the UN Charter. The 
Agreement established 

Guyana’s courts 
have stepped onto a 
wider regional and 
international stage, 
joining institutions such 
as the Caribbean Court 
of Justice in the pursuit 
of judicial excellence 
through membership 
in the International 
Consortium for Court 
Excellence (ICCE).

The milestone was 
welcomed by Acting 
Chancellor of the 
Judiciary, Justice Roxane 
George, who said the 

Judiciary’s commitment 
to accountability, 
t r a n s p a r e n c y 
and continuous 
improvement.

Membership in the 
ICCE connects Guyana 
to a global network of 

Joaquim, President 
Dr Irfaan Ali hosted a 
tripartite meeting with 
Brazilian governors at 
State House.

mechanisms to resolve 
the controversy that 
arose after Venezuela 
reversed its long-
standing acceptance 
of the 1899 Arbitral 
Award, which had 

boundary between the 
two countries and was 
implemented through 
demarcation in 1905.

According to the 
Ministry, the Geneva 
Agreement outlined a 
series of steps toward 
settlement, including 
diplomatic negotiations 
and the establishment 
of a Mixed Commission. 

to produce a resolution, 
the matter was referred 
to the UN Secretary-
General, who initiated a 
“  process 

courts and organisations 
dedicated to promoting 
excellence in judicial 
administration through 
the International 
Framework for Court 
Excellence (IFCE,) a 
globally recognised 
quality management 

The meeting brought 
together HE Antonio 
Denarium, Governor 
of Roraima, and HE 
Mauro Mendes Ferreira, 
Governor of Mato 
Grosso, along with their 
delegations. President 
Ali was joined by 
members of his Cabinet 
and heads of the Joint 
Services.

Discussions centered 
on food and energy 
security, infrastructure, 
and regional safety, with 
a focus on strengthening 
trade, energy 
cooperation, and cross-

that spanned from 
1990 to 2017 without 
substantive progress.

In January 2018, 
the Secretary-General 
concluded that the good 

reached an impasse and 
selected adjudication by 
the International Court 

means of settlement 
under Article IV (2) of 
the Agreement. Guyana 
subsequently instituted 
proceedings at the Court 
in March 2018, seeking 

legal validity of the 1899 
Award and the boundary 
it established.

Venezuela objected to 
the Court’s jurisdiction, 
but in a December 18, 
2020 ruling, the ICJ 

system designed to 
help courts strengthen 
performance and public 

In a statement 
from the Supreme 
Court, Justice George 
underscored that 
excellence is not a one-

border development. 
Roraima shares a border 
with Guyana near 
Lethem, while Mato 
Grosso is one of Brazil’s 
major agricultural hubs.

The meeting 
underscored the growing 
diplomatic and economic 
ties between Guyana 
and Brazil and signalled 
new opportunities for 
collaboration on regional 
development, cross-
border trade, and energy 
projects.

President Ali 
emphasised the 
importance of deepening 

rejected those objections 

it has jurisdiction to 
hear the case. The 

its competence in 
2023 when it ruled on 
preliminary objections.

The Ministry also 
noted that the Court has 
twice granted provisional 
measures at Guyana’s 
request to preserve the 
status quo and prevent 
actions that could 
aggravate or extend 
the dispute pending a 

said it has complied 
fully with those orders 
and continues to urge 
Venezuela to do the 
same.

As it commemorates 
the historic milestone, 
the Government called on 

time achievement but an 
ongoing responsibility.

“As one of the 
three constitutional 
arms of the State, 
the Judiciary plays 
a critical role in 
upholding the rule 
of law, strengthening 
public trust, and 
providing the legal 
certainty necessary 
to support good 
g o v e r n a n c e , 
i n v e s t m e n t , 
and national 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 
Acceptance into the 
ICCE reinforces the 
Judiciary’s resolve to 
meet internationally 
recognised standards 
of court excellence,” 
the statement said.

The journey to 
acceptance began in 

bilateral relations and 
building partnerships 

particularly in areas that 

Venezuela to recommit 
to international law, 
respect the ongoing 
judicial process, and 
refrain from actions 
or statements that 
could undermine peace 
and regional stability. 

December 2024 with 
preparation for a 
Judiciary-wide self-
assessment under the 
IFCE. Between July 
22 and August 11, 

country participated 
in structured surveys 
evaluating institutional 
performance against 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
benchmarks.

what the Court described 
as “a fundamentally 
sound judiciary, 
with the capacity to 
become consistently 
excellent.” Following 
the review, key areas 

improvement and 
categorised for short-, 
medium- and long-term 

The tripartite meeting with Brazilian governors at 
State House The tripartite meeting with Brazilian governors at 

State House 

Arbitrators of the Paris Arbitration Tribunal, in a 
photo taken at the Boluverd Said Germain, Paris, 
France

Membership in the ICCE connects Guyana to a global 
network of courts and organisations 
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In a classroom far 
from Georgetown, a 
new group of students 

toward shaping Guyana’s 

future, not from the 
capital, but from their 
own communities.

For decades, 
pursuing an engineering 
degree often meant 
leaving home behind. 
Students from Essequibo 
or Berbice had to relocate 
to Georgetown, facing 
the heavy burden of rent, 
transportation, and daily 

During a recent 
inspection of the new 
Jawalla Secondary 
School, Minister of 
Education Sonia Parag 

the steady progress 
of the $231.9 million 
project, a facility set 
to ease overcrowding 
and improve learning 
conditions for students 
transitioning from 
Primary Top.

Minister Parag 
was joined by Marti De 
Souza, Deputy Chief 

for Amerindian and 
Hinterland Education 
Development, along with 
the school’s contractor 
and consultant. She 
expressed satisfaction 
with the advancements 
made in recent months 

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has expressed deep 
condolences on the 
passing of Dr Rupert 
Roopnaraine, describing 
the late politician, 
scholar, and public 
servant as “a public 

whose contributions 
to Guyana’s political 
and intellectual life 
were profound. The 
statement was shared on 

Facebook page.
“Guyana has lost 

living costs just to access 
higher education.

Now, that reality is 
changing.

In a historic move, 

the Ministry of Education 
has decentralised the 
University of Guyana’s 
engineering programmes 
to Regions Two and 
Six, bringing Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering 
directly to communities 
outside the capital. The 
initiative, launched at 
the Essequibo Technical 
Institute and the 

and emphasised the 
critical role the school 
will play in providing 
a modern, comfortable 
learning environment 
for local students.

“It’s very 

conscience,” President 
Ali wrote, noting that 
although they had 
served on opposite sides 
of the political aisle, 
he always regarded Dr 
Roopnaraine as part of 
“that rare fellowship 
of men who wed 
thought to action and 

,” 
particularly during 
the anti-dictatorship 
struggle alongside the 
late Walter Rodney.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
Dr Roopnaraine’s 
i n t e l l e c t u a l 
achievements, President 

John’s Science Centre 
in Berbice, is aimed 
at ensuring Guyanese 
are equipped to lead 
the country’s rapidly 
expanding infrastructure 
development.

During an 
orientation session 

engineering students 
in Berbice, Education 
Minister Sonia Parag 
described the expansion 
as more than an 
academic milestone. 
It is part of a broader 
national transformation.

The government, 
she said, will continue 
widening opportunities 
“until we stop 
making our people 
spectators of the 
transformation and 
make them part of 
the transformation.”

For many students, 
the ability to study within 
their own region removes 
barriers that once made 
university feel out of 

important that we 
have students from 
the Primary Top come 
into this school and 
occupy this space. We 
want to remove the 
overcrowding that’s 

Ali recalled his role 
as a distinguished 
lecturer of Comparative 
Literature and his 

including as Minister of 
Education. He praised 
the late leader’s belief 
that, “education was 
the architecture 
of freedom, the 
patient building of 
minds capable of 
thought, dissent, and 
imagination.”

President Ali 
also emphasised 
Dr Roopnaraine’s 
gentleness of spirit in 

reach. Minister Parag 
stressed that “access 
is the word of the 
day”, explaining that 
decentralisation allows 
young people to remain 
close to family support 
systems while avoiding 
the high cost of living in 
Georgetown.

her own university 
experience, she noted 
that education was once 

“When I was at 
the University of 
Guyana, you had to 
obtain a loan or your 
parents had to save 
for you to attend,” 
she recalled. Since UG 
became tuition-free, 
she said, thousands of 
student loans have been 

to billions of dollars, a 
policy the government 
plans to maintain in 
2026.

“This is vital 
because the fact 

happening at schools 
right now; that’s one 
of the main reasons 
why we embarked on 
this project,” Minister 
Parag said.

She encouraged the 
contractor to accelerate 
work to ensure the facility 
is completed in time 
for the new academic 
year in September 
2026. “We are hoping 
that the facility 
is completed just 
before the opening of 
the new term. We’ve 

improvements in the 
last few months,” she 
added.

politics. “In a political 
environment, often 
scarred by rancour 
and division, he 
chose civility. In 

yet never cruel; 
in disagreement, 
principled yet never 
dismissive,” he wrote, 
adding that across the 
political divide, Dr 
Roopnaraine “earned 
respect not by force 
of rhetoric, but by 
depth of character.”

Concluding his 
tribute, President Ali 
said: “His was a life 

that we have the 
will to ensure that 
you have access to 
higher education is 
why you are sitting 
in this room,” she told 
students.

But Minister Parag 
also reminded the new 
cohort that engineering 
demands more than 
classroom success. With 
Guyana building major 
bridges, roads, hospitals 
and other world-class 
infrastructure, the 
workforce must be 
equally prepared.

She urged students 
to embrace competency-
based learning that 
prioritises practical skills 
over memorisation.

“If you want to say 

works remain, the 
Ministry of Education 
pledged to monitor 
progress closely, 
ensuring that Jawalla’s 
students will soon 

that proved intellect 
need not be aloof, 
that politics need not 
be venomous, and 
that conviction need 

you’re an engineer, 
I have to see your 
skills at work,” she 
said, emphasising the 
importance of hands-on 
training and repetition 
to achieve excellence.

By bringing high-
level programmes into 
the regions, the ministry 
hopes to keep the 
nation’s “brain power” 
close to the communities 
driving development.

Engineering is only 
the beginning. Minister 
Parag also revealed 
ongoing collaboration 
with Minister of Health 
Dr. Frank Anthony and 
the UG team to expand 
medical programmes 
across the country.

spacious, and well-
equipped school, a place 
where learning can thrive 
and overcrowding will be 
a thing of the past.

not harden the heart. 
May he rest in eternal 
peace.”
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UG Engineering Programmes decentralised to Regions 
Two and Six

UG Engineering Programmes decentralised to Regions 
Two and Six

$231.9M Jawalla Secondary School on track for 
September 2026 opening

Dr Rupert Roopnaraine

Minister of Education Sonia Parag inspects the 
progress on the school
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V
ibrant, joyous, and deeply patriotic, Guyana’s 

56th Republic Anniversary celebrations brought 

to mark the country’s achievements and unity 

a parade by the Joint Services, dynamic cultural 

performances, and a fusion of music, dance, and 

theatrical displays that showcased the nation’s rich 

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali addressed the 

nation, highlighting youth empowerment, cultural 

preservation, and the ongoing journey of national 

greatest resource is its people, whose shared spirit 

and determination continue to drive the country 

As the Golden Arrowhead ascended, cheers 

rippled through the crowd, a symbolic reminder 
















































