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Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley (above, surrounded by Barbadians) has de-

scribed the 2026 Budget as a “people’s budget”, saying it delivers on campaign promises 

while taking steps to protect Barbadians from mounting global pressures. 

Speaking after the presentation made by Minister of Finance Ryan Straughn in Parlia-

ment on Monday, Mottley framed the proposals as a continuation of commitments made to 

the electorate less than five weeks ago. 

“He has delivered for what really can be described as a people’s budget… putting more 

money in the pockets of people, as we promised also during the campaign,” she said. 

She argued that the measures are intended not only to provide direct relief, but also to 

limit the impact of external shocks, particularly those linked to geopolitical tensions and 

rising oil prices. 

“A people’s budget that allows us to start to take measures that will help shield and 

protect the Barbadian public from the impact… where the prices of oil are affecting us,” 

Mottley said. 

Pointing to key cost drivers, she indicated that controlling energy and freight costs re-

mains central to the Government’s approach. 

“If we can help control… the price of gas and fuel at the pump, and… the price of 

freight, we can at least reduce the extent to which those increases can have an inflationary 

impact on costs for all of these households and all of these businesses.” 

Mottley said the Budget also reflects continued efforts to diversify the economy while 

addressing pressing social concerns. 

“At the same time, you saw that he spoke about the critical areas of diversifying our 

economy and our work towards that, as well as… critical social issues.” 

She maintained that the proposals represent a government delivering on its mandate 

within a short timeframe following the general election. 

“This really is a budget where this government has kept faith with the people,” she 

said. 

“I don’t know that there’s been any other time where so many manifesto promises 

have been delivered in such a short period of time for the benefit of the people of this coun-

try,” she said, referring to the election held less than five weeks ago, when her Barbados 

Labour Party completely swept the polls.

GUYANA has reaffirmed its commitment to working with the Inter-

American Development Bank (IDB) to drive sustainable and inclusive 

growth that benefits every Guyanese citizen, according to Senior Minister 

in the Office of the President with responsibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni 

Singh. 

He made this declaration in a Facebook post following a meeting with 

the President of the IDB, Ilan Goldfajn, during the 2026 Annual Meetings 

of the Boards of Governors of the IDB and IDB-Invest, held in Asunción, 

Paraguay. 

During the engagement, Dr Singh expressed appreciation on behalf of 

President, Dr Irfaan Ali and the Government and people of Guyana, for the 

IDB’s role as an “invaluable development partner, noting that the bank has 

remained a constant and reliable partner to Guyana, providing consistent 

support through both challenging periods and our current era of unprece-

dented economic transformation.” 

The finance minister commended the progress made by the IDB in ad-

vancing its reform agenda, emphasising that the institution was able to move 

decisively from reform discussions to implementation in 2025. 

However, he stressed that greater consideration must be given to the 

specific challenges confronting Caribbean states. 

“The countries in the Caribbean Region remain amongst the most vul-

nerable in the world to more frequent and extreme natural disasters, external 

shocks and global economic volatility,” Dr Singh said. 

Barbados delivers a ‘people’s budget’

IDB an ‘invaluable partner’
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By Milan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

A majority of Canadians continue to view home 

ownership as a key financial goal despite ongoing con-

cerns about affordability of homes and housing market 

conditions, according to a recent poll conducted by 

RBC. 

RBC’s Spring 2026 Home Ownership Poll found 

that 67 percent of Canadians say they have always 

dreamed of owning a home, up from 62 percent in 

2025. The survey also found that 32 percent of respon-

dents plan to purchase a home within the next two 

years, which is the same response from last year’s sur-

vey. 

The poll indicates that home ownership continues 

to be widely viewed as a financial milestone. About 80 

percent of responses said that buying a home is one of 

life’s largest financial achievements, while 73 percent 

associated home ownership with financial independ-

ence. 

At the same time, respondents reported concerns 

about affordability. According to the survey, 44 percent 

of responses said that thinking whether they can afford 

a home is always on their mind, compared to 37 per-

cent from last year. In addition, 46 percent of replies 

said there is too much pressure to buy a home. 

The poll also found that many new home buyers 

expect to make financial adjustments in order to enter 

the housing market. More than half of respondents said 

they would make significant sacrifices to purchase a 

home, including delaying major life decisions or in-

creasing sources of income. 

Uncertainty about market timing remains a factor 

for new home buyers. About 66 percent of first-time 

buyers reported concerns about whether it is the right 

time to purchase a home, while 63 percent said they 

worry about making the wrong decision given its im-

portance. 

Among current homeowners, concerns over mort-

gage were also identified. The poll found that 59 per-

cent of respondents are concerned about covering the 

costs of home ownership, and 39 percent reported con-

cern about making the wrong decision during mortgage 

renewal periods. 58 percent of current homeowners 

who took the survey have mortgages up for renewal 

within the next two years. 

The survey also found mixed views of current 

market conditions. 33 percent of those surveyed de-

scribed the housing market as favouring sellers, while 

27 percent viewed it as a buyer’s market. 

The poll was conducted online by Leger between 

January 7 and January 25, 2026. 1,719 Canadians were 

surveyed. 

Poll: Home ownership still key
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His Excellency President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali with U.S. President Donald Trump 

at the ‘Shield of the Americas’ Summit in Doral, Miami, Florida.
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President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
joined United States 
President Donald Trump 
and leaders from 11 Latin 
American countries at 
the historic ‘Shield of 
the Americas’ Summit 
in Doral, Miami, Florida, 
a gathering aimed at 
strengthening regional 
security and cooperation. 
Among the Caribbean, 

only President Ali and 
Prime Minister Kamla 
Persad-Bissessar were 
invited, highlighting 
Guyana’s growing role 
in hemispheric security 
matters.

The summit brought 
together leaders from 
Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Costa Rica, the 
Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, 

Honduras, Panama, 
Guyana, Paraguay, and 
Trinidad and Tobago. 
President Trump urged 
participants to take 
coordinated action 

cartels and transnational 
criminal organisations, 
describing them as an 
“unacceptable threat” 
to the hemisphere’s 
security. Following the 
remarks, the leaders 
signed a proclamation 
committing to dismantle 

criminal networks 
and foreign terrorist 
organisations operating 
in the region.

On the sidelines of 
the summit, President 
Ali spoke with Fox News 
about the security and 
political climate in the 
Caribbean and Latin 
America. He highlighted 
recent developments in 
Venezuela, particularly 
the capture of President 
Nicolás Maduro, noting 
that the situation has 

“That by itself has 
brought a change in 
the mindset, a change 

in the condition, 
and we have seen 
greater stability, 
less rhetoric,” he 
said, adding that these 
changes have improved 

for democracy across the 
region.

G u y a n a ’ s 
commitment to tackling 

also a major focus. 
President Ali explained 
that criminal networks 

have long exploited 
Caribbean and Latin 
American borders, 

security and reputation. 
“It’s an issue that has 
exposed the region…
so we support 
strong action on 
drug cartels,” he said, 

support for coordinated 
measures against 
transnational crime and 
narco-terrorism.

President Ali also 
addressed political 
developments in Cuba, 
emphasising that change 
must be gradual and 
focused on improving 
conditions for citizens. 
“There must be 
dialogue, but those 
changes must lead 
to better conditions 
for the people of 
Cuba, to a society 
in which the rule 
of law, democracy, 
and freedom are 
celebrated,” he 
said, noting ongoing 
discussions with 
CARICOM leaders and 

Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio.

During the 
summit, President Ali 
participated in a working 

including Secretary 
Rubio, Special Envoy 
Kristi Noem, Secretary of 
Energy Chris Wright, and 
Secretary of War Pete 
Hegseth, alongside other 
senior administration 
members. He was 
joined by Guyana’s 
Minister of Foreign 

Cooperation Hugh Todd 
and Foreign Secretary 
Robert Persaud.

For President Ali, the 
summit underscored the 
importance of regional 
collaboration to address 
shared challenges, from 
political instability in 
Venezuela and Cuba to 

directly with hemispheric 
partners, Guyana 
continues to assert its 
voice in shaping security, 
governance, and stability 
in the Caribbean and 
Latin America, while 
promoting democratic 
values and economic 
opportunities for the 
region.
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali j and leaders from Latin America with United 
States President Donald Trump

President Ali with President Trump at the Shields of 
America Summit

President Trump displays the declaration as Latin 
American leaders observe

President Ali with War Secretary, Pete Hegesth
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With an eye on the 
future, Guyana is bidding 
to host the 2030 United 
Nations Climate Change 
Summit (COP35), 
aiming to showcase 
innovative climate 
solutions and inspire 
the next generation 
of leaders under the 
vision of President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

The bid received 
formal backing from the 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) during its 
50th Regular Meeting 
of the Conference of 
Heads of Government, 
held in Basseterre, St 
Kitts and Nevis, from 
February 24 to 27. The 
announcement positions 

Guyana as a hub for 
global discussions 
on sustainable 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
climate resilience, 
and environmental 
stewardship.

If successful in 
this bid, COP35 would 
bring thousands of 
international delegates 
to Guyana, highlighting 
the nation’s unique 
balance as a growing 
oil and gas economy 
that simultaneously 
preserves 86% of 
its forested land. 
Under President 
Ali’s leadership, the 
country has developed 
the landmark Low 
Carbon Development 

Strategy (LCDS), now 
extended through 
LCDS 2030, which 
aligns economic growth 
with environmental 
protection.

Guyana has already 
monetized its forest 
carbon, earning US$750 
million from just 30% 
of its forest carbon, 
and sold two million 
carbon credits under the 

Reduction Scheme for 
International Aviation 
(CORSIA). Recently, the 
Architecture for REDD+ 
Transactions (ART) 
issued nine million 
high-integrity TREES 
carbon credits for 2023, 
reinforcing the nation’s 

commitment to climate 
action.

Beyond carbon 
management, Guyana is 
leading on biodiversity. 
The 2024 Global 
Biodiversity Alliance 
Summit, convened 
in Georgetown by 
President Ali, unveiled 
a roadmap focused 
on protecting 30% of 
land and sea by 2030, 
integrating biodiversity 
into development 
planning, unlocking 

empowering Indigenous 
communities, and 
building robust 
monitoring systems.

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali delivers remarks at 
COP30 held in Belém, Brazil, in 2025
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Guyana has joined 
regional partners in 
a renewed push to 
confront organised crime 

across the hemisphere, 
signing a joint security 
declaration during the 
Americas Counter-Cartel 
Conference in Florida.

At the centre of 
the gathering was 
Prime Minister (Ret’d) 
Mark Phillips, who led 
Guyana’s delegation 

country’s commitment 
to strengthening 
security cooperation 
with regional allies, 
particularly the United 
States.

The two-day 
conference, held at 
the headquarters of 
United States Southern 
Command in Doral, 
Florida, brought together 

and security experts 
from across the Americas 
to address the growing 
threat posed by criminal 
networks operating 

across borders.
During the 

conference, Guyana 
formally signed the 
Americas Counter-
Cartel Joint Security 
Declaration, a 
multilateral agreement 
aimed at strengthening 
cooperation among 
countries to tackle narco-

crime and threats to 
critical infrastructure. 
The declaration 
emphasises expanded 
intelligence sharing, 
enhanced border security 

measures and closer 
defence partnerships 
among participating 
nations.

Prime Minister 
Phillips said the move 

determination to work 
closely with regional 
partners to protect 
citizens and preserve 
stability across the 
hemisphere.

“ T h e 
t r a n s n a t i o n a l 
activities of cartels, 
gangs, and other 
criminal actors 

threaten regional 
peace and security,” 
he noted during his 
address. “These 
networks undermine 
the rule of law, 
weaken institutions, 
and threaten 
democracy and the 
safety and economic 
well-being of our 
citizens.”

For Guyana, he 

carries particular 
urgency. Situated 
along key maritime 
and regional transit 
routes, the country faces 
increased exposure to 

operating across the 
Caribbean and South 
America.

Prime Minister 
Phillips stressed that 
confronting these 
challenges requires 
sustained regional 
collaboration. “These 
threats demand 
c o o r d i n a t e d 
i n t e l l i g e n c e 

sharing, enhanced 
o p e r a t i o n a l 
cooperation, and 
strengthened defence 
capabilities across 
the hemisphere,” he 
said.

The conference 
was convened by the 
United States and 
featured remarks 
from Pete Hegseth, 
who emphasised the 
importance of regional 
unity in combating 

criminal cartels and 
other transnational 
threats.

Prime Minister 
Phillips also highlighted 
the expanding strategic 
partnership between 
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Prime Minister Phillips at the inaugural Americas 
Counter-Cartel Conference held at the US Southern 
Command headquarters in Doral, Florida 

The adoption of the Joint Security Declaration

Amid growing 

globe, President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has called on world 
leaders to prioritise 
dialogue over armed 
confrontation, warning 
that war continues 

President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali

to bring devastating 
consequences for 
civilians, particularly 
women and children.

Speaking at a pre-
Phagwah celebration 
on the lawns of State 
House on Main Street, 
the Guyanese leader 

between Guyana’s 
peaceful cultural 
observances and the 

parts of the world.
Addressing the 

gathering, President 
Ali noted that while 
Guyanese are fortunate 
to celebrate in harmony, 
many countries remain 
trapped in cycles of 
violence and instability.

“We do so not 
unaware of the 

current global 
situation,” he said, 

including tensions in 
the Middle East and 
other regions where 

continue to unfold.
The president 

highlighted what he 
described as a troubling 
contradiction in 

noting that many leaders 
claim to seek peace while 
simultaneously pursuing 
war as the means to 
achieve it.

“Everybody wants 

peace, but in their 
opinion the road 
to peace is war,” 
President Ali said.

He rejected that 
approach, stressing 
that genuine and 
lasting peace can only 
be achieved through 
meaningful dialogue and 
sustained diplomatic 
engagement.

“For us in 
Guyana, we say the 
road to peace is 
dialogue. The road to 
peace is promoting 
and ensuring 
that we don’t 
remove ourselves 

from the table of 
conversation,” he 
emphasised.

President Ali warned 
that withdrawing from 
negotiations removes 
the opportunity to listen, 

perspectives and identify 
common ground.

Instead, he called 
on global leaders to 
strengthen diplomacy 
and allow discussions to 
prevail over displays of 
force.

“We call upon all 
the stakeholders, all 
the countries in the 
Gulf, Israel, Iran, the 
U.S., and everyone 

to allow the table 
of conversation to 
supersede the table 
of strength,” the 
president declared.

“Let the table of 
conversation deliver 
lasting peace with 
respect, with the rule 
of law, with freedom, 
with dignity, and with 
honour.”

He added that 
Guyana’s own experience 
as a multicultural society 
shows how dialogue 
and unity can overcome 
divisions and help guide 
the world toward a more 
peaceful future.
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Minister of 

and Governance Gail 
Teixeira on the ‘Starting 
Point’ podcast

Even as Guyana 
undergoes rapid 
transformation through 
new infrastructure 
and economic 
expansion, Minister of 

and Governance 
Gail Teixeira is 
reminding citizens that 
development must never 
come at the expense of 
democracy.

Speaking on the 
Starting Point Podcast, 

on the country’s recent 
political history and the 

lessons learned about 
protecting democratic 
institutions.

Minister Teixeira 
pointed to the challenges 
surrounding the 2020 
Guyana General and 
Regional Elections, 
which saw disputes 
over the vote count 
and months of political 
tension. She said the 
experience reinforced 
the importance of 
safeguarding the 
country’s electoral 
system and ensuring 
that democratic values 

remain protected.
According to 

the minister, while 
governments can 
deliver development 
through infrastructure 
and economic progress, 
those achievements 
hold little meaning 
if the foundations 
of democracy are 
weakened.

She also urged 
individuals interested 
in political leadership 

the right motivations, 
stressing that public 

responsibility and must 
always be rooted in 
service to the people.

Those who pursue 
politics primarily for 
personal ambition, she 
said, may be in the wrong 
profession.

Minister Teixeira 
further noted that 
while Guyana is seeing 
visible improvements 
in roads, buildings and 
other infrastructure, 
development must be 
matched by responsible 
behaviour from citizens.

“There’s a 
gap between 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 
legislative change 
and people’s 
behaviour,” she said, 
noting that even with 
new roads being built, 
citizens must still follow 

regulations.
For Minister 

Teixeira, the country’s 
future depends not 
only on development 
projects, but also on 
protecting democracy 
and strengthening civic 
responsibility.
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Guyana and the United 
States, noting that both 
countries have worked 
closely through joint 
military exercises, 
c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g 
initiatives and technical 
cooperation to combat 
transnational crime.

W e l c o m i n g 
the adoption of the 
declaration, the prime 

Guyana’s readiness to 
play an active role in the 
coalition formed through 
the conference.

“Through deeper 
cooperation and 

partnership,” Prime 
Minister Phillips said, 
“we can ensure that 
our hemisphere 
remains safe, secure, 
and a Zone of Peace.”
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Thousands of 
Guyanese are set to 

in the coming days 
as the government 
begins distributing the 
$100,000 National Cash 
Grant to citizens aged 18 
and older, with central 
government employees 

a commitment made 
by President Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali and announced 
during the 2026 Budget 
presentation by Senior 

of the President with 
responsibility for 
Finance, Dr. Ashni 
Singh.

Dr Singh said the 

the grant will be central 
government employees 
who already receive their 
salaries directly through 
the banking system.

“
will comprise those 
central government 
employees who 
have previously 
provided their bank 
account information 
and are receiving 
their government 
salaries into their 
bank accounts,” 
Dr Singh explained. 
“We anticipate that 
these government 
employees will 
receive their 
$100,000 cash grant 
by the end of next 
week.”

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
50,000 public servants, 
teachers and members of 
the disciplined services 

in this initial phase, 
as the government 

systems to ensure quick 
and secure transfers.

The approach aligns 

with the government’s 
wider push toward 

President Ali has 
repeatedly encouraged 
citizens to open personal 
bank accounts to make 
transactions like these 

transparent.
“We are digitising 

everything, so I 
am urging every 
Guyanese to open 
their bank accounts,” 
the president said 
previously. “We want 
every Guyanese to 
own their own bank 
account so that this 
digital transfer would 

and, of course, 
transparent.”

According to Dr 
Singh, promoting 

is a central goal of 
the programme. By 
encouraging citizens 
to participate in the 
formal banking system, 
the government hopes 

services more accessible 
while also simplifying 
the delivery of public 

the Ministry of Finance 
has been working with 
commercial banks 
to make it easier for 
people to open accounts, 
including through online 
application systems. 
Several banks now 

services, allowing 
individuals to begin the 
process without visiting 
a branch.

In the coming weeks, 
the government will 
also launch an online 
platform that will allow 
other eligible citizens 
to register for the grant. 
Additional guidance 
will be provided to help 
people navigate the 
process.

The current 
distribution follows 
earlier cash grant 
initiatives introduced by 
the administration. In 
late 2024, more than $60 
billion was distributed to 
over 600,000 Guyanese 

$100,000 national cash 
grant programme.

The initiative forms 
part of a broader strategy 

inclusion, expand 
economic opportunity 
and ensure more 
Guyanese can access the 
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50,000 public servants to receive $100,000 cash grant 

sectors. She further 
underscored economic 
empowerment, revealing 
that women now own 60 
per cent of government-
distributed housing 
lands.

The CSW70, running 
from March 9–19, 2026, 
focuses on “Ensuring 
and strengthening access 
to justice for all women 
and girls,” bringing 
together global leaders to 
advance gender equality 
and remove barriers that 
prevent women from 
claiming their rights.

G u y a n a ’ s 
commitment to 
protecting women and 
survivors of violence took 
centre stage at the 70th 
session of the United 
Nations Commission on 

the Status of Women in 
New York City, where 
Minister of Human 
Services and Social 
Security Vindhya 
Persaud outlined the 
country’s ongoing 

A d d r e s s i n g 
delegates, Dr Persaud 
acknowledged that 
women and girls 
worldwide continue 
to face barriers to 
justice, but highlighted 
initiatives in Guyana 
that provide both 
legal protections and 
practical support. 
She emphasised the 

recently enacted Family 
Violence Act 2024, 
which expands the legal 

to include economic 
and psychological 
abuse, strengthening 
safeguards for survivors.

“The 2024 
Family Violence Act 

of violence to 
include economic 
and psychological 
abuse and improves 
protections for 
survivors,” Dr Persaud 
stated, noting its 

comprehensive legal 

support.
Beyond legislation, 

the minister highlighted 
the role of integrated 
support services, 
particularly Guyana’s 
Hope and Justice 
Centres, which 
allow survivors to 
access medical care, 
psychosocial support, 
legal assistance, and safe 
shelter in one location. 
“These centres are 
producing positive 
results, ensuring 
survivors receive the 
care they need,” she 
said.

Dr Persaud 

also addressed the 
challenges of digital 
harassment, noting 
that perpetrators often 
evade accountability 
online. She called 
for international 
cooperation with 
technology companies 
to create safer digital 
spaces and ensure justice 
for victims.

Additionally, the 
minister highlighted 
the Gender Equality 
and Empowerment 
Seal, which promotes 
equal opportunities 
and safer workplaces 
across public and private 

GUYANA HIGHLIGHTS PROGRESS IN PROTECTING 
WOMEN AT UN GENDER EQUALITY FORUM

Hundreds of 
teachers across Guyana 
now have an opportunity 

free concessions on 
motor vehicles as the 
government moves to 
expand support for 
educators in public 
schools.

The initiative 
forms part of a multi-
year agreement for 
2024–2026 between 
the government and the 
Guyana Teachers Union 
(GTU), which increases 
the number of duty-free 
concessions available to 
teachers by 50 per cent.

Educators in all 10 
administrative regions 
are eligible to apply, 
with the deadline for 
submissions set for April 

3, 2026.
Under the updated 

arrangement, teachers 
who hold positions such 
as principals, deputy 
principals, senior 
masters or mistresses, 
heads of departments, 
and lecturers at the 

Cyril Potter College of 
Education may qualify 

service requirements.
I m p o r t a n t l y , 

teachers who hold 
a substantive 
appointment as a senior 
master or mistress and 

are within three years 
of retirement, but have 
not previously received 
a duty-free concession, 
are now also eligible to 

The programme 

educators to access 
duty-free concessions 
for a motor car up 
to 1500cc, providing 

relief for teachers who 
have dedicated years of 
service to the nation’s 
education system.

Applicants are 
required to submit 
supporting documents 
including their birth 

and national 

the Ministry of 
Education (Guyana) 

are encouraging all 
eligible teachers to 
take advantage of the 
opportunity before the 
application deadline.
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April 3 set as deadline for teachers’ duty-free 
concession applications

April 3 set as deadline for teachers’ duty-free 
concession applications 

Minister Persaud 
presents Guyana’s 
women protection 
initiatives at UN
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As Guyana’s 
skyline rises and its 
economy expands, 
the transformation 
is also reaching 
hospital corridors. The 
commissioning of the 
new Outpatient Pavilion 
at Dr Balwant Singh’s 
Hospital signals a deeper 
shift, one that could 

is delivered across the 

country.
President Dr 

Mohamed Irfaan Ali, 
speaking at the opening 
on East Street in 
Georgetown, described 
the facility as part of 
a broader national 
strategy to eliminate the 
divide between public 
and private healthcare. 
His vision, he explained, 
is for Guyanese to access 
quality care as a matter 
of choice, not limitation.

“We want 
healthcare to have no 
distinction between 
public and private,” 
the President said, 
outlining a system where 
integration replaces 
separation and national 
standards apply across 
the board.

That philosophy 

policy decisions. 
Addressing criticism 
over the government’s 
partnership with 

private hospitals 
to clear diagnostic 
backlogs, President 
Ali said the move 

not outsourcing 
responsibility. By 
leveraging private 
capacity, he argued, the 
government reduced 
waiting times and 

strengthened overall 
service delivery.

Inside the new 
pavilion, upgraded 
diagnostic rooms, 
expanded outpatient 

services and modern 

integrated approach. 
The hospital remains 

Guyana to achieve ISO 

for quality management, 
reinforcing its reputation 
for high standards.

But the President’s 

remarks stretched well 
beyond one facility. He 
spoke of a healthcare 
system rapidly 
embracing digital 
transformation, from 

the nationwide rollout of 
electronic health records 
and telemedicine 
services at 200 sites, to 
AI-assisted diagnostics 
for X-rays and CT scans 
and GPS-integrated 
emergency response 
systems.

“There should be 
no shortages with the 
investments we are 
making,” he stated, 
noting that technology 
would help eliminate 

strain the system.
Perhaps most 

ambitious is the push 
toward robotic surgery, 

with President Ali 
declaring that Guyana 
intends to be among 
the leaders in advanced 
surgical technology in the 
Western Hemisphere.

Beyond service 
delivery, the government 
is also laying the 
groundwork to 
manufacture medicines 
locally and create an 
integrated medical 
supply platform, a move 
aimed at strengthening 
health security while 
positioning Guyana as a 
regional hub.

Dr Balwant Singh’s new 
outpatient pavillion 

Dr Balwant Singh’s new outpatient pavillion 

Dr Balwant Singh’s new outpatient pavillion 

Retinal detachment 
can steal vision without 
warning, but for 11 
patients treated at the 
Georgetown Public 
Hospital Corporation 
(GPHC), it also brought 
something unexpected, 
access to advanced 
surgery right at home.

travelling overseas for 
specialised retinal care, 
the procedures marked a 
turning point.

The surgeries were 
carried out during a 
week-long collaboration 
between the World Eye 
Mission and the Ministry 
of Health from February 
9 to 13. The initiative 
combined international 
expertise with growing 
local capacity to deliver 
complex, sight-saving 
treatment.

Leading the 

ophthalmologist Dr 
Arlene Bobb-Semple, the 
country’s only practising 
retina specialist, 
alongside the visiting 

United States-based 
retina surgeon Dr Krishi 

the team performed 
11 complex retinal 
surgeries, including 
two scleral buckle 
procedures, a technique 
used to repair retinal 
detachment by placing 

around the eye to gently 
reposition and support 
the retina.

The achievement 

development in local 
retina services. Since 
joining GPHC in 2018, 
Dr Bobb-Semple has 
worked to expand 
specialised eye care, 
introducing complex 

vitreoretinal surgeries 
in 2021 and steadily 
building the hospital’s 
surgical capacity.

Beyond restoring 
sight, the collaboration 

also focused on hands-on 
training and knowledge 
transfer for local medical 
teams. With continued 

partnerships and 
investment, procedures 
like scleral buckle 
surgery are expected 
to become routine 
within Guyana’s public 

health system, bringing 
advanced, sight-saving 
care closer to home for 
those who need it most.

In a landmark step 
for Guyana’s public 
healthcare system, the 
hospital successfully 
completed the country’s 

surgeries within the 
public sector. For 
patients who once faced 
the daunting prospect of 
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First-ever scleral buckle surgeries completed at the 
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation 

First-ever scleral buckle surgeries completed at the 
Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation  

Minister of Health 
Frank Anthony, during 
the opening of a new 
wellness centre at the 
Eccles Health Centre, 
encouraged Guyanese to 
embrace healthier eating 
habits and lifestyle 
changes as part of a shift 
toward preventative 
healthcare.

The centre, a pilot 
initiative, is designed 
to focus on keeping 
people healthy rather 
than treating illness 
after it occurs. Minister 
Anthony highlighted the 
importance of balanced 
diets, portion control, 
and plant-based foods 
that are organic and 
nutrient-rich, while 
cautioning against ultra-

processed foods high 
in oils, fats, sugars, and 
starch.

“We want to 
start by encouraging 
people to eat the 
right foods…Very 
often people go to the 
supermarket and buy 
all the wrong things,” 
the minister said, noting 
that poor eating habits 
contribute to chronic 
conditions such as 
hypertension, diabetes, 
and heart disease.

The facility will 
provide routine check-
ups, nutritional 
guidance, and support 

for lifestyle changes, 
including reducing 
alcohol consumption, 
quitting smoking, 
managing stress, and 
improving sleep habits. 
Minister Anthony 
stressed that many, 
particularly men, avoid 
regular medical check-
ups, often seeking care 
only when illnesses have 
progressed.

Portion sizes were 
also highlighted as a 
major concern, with 
overeating contributing 
to rising obesity levels in 
the country.

The wellness 

centre aims to change 
these patterns by 
encouraging early 
detection, prevention, 
and sustainable lifestyle 
choices. If successful, 
the pilot programme 
will be expanded across 

for healthier living and 
stronger community 
wellbeing.

“This is about 
keeping our people 
healthy before they 
become patients,” 
Minister Anthony stated, 
calling on all Guyanese 
to take proactive steps 
toward better health.

NEW WELLNESS CENTRE AIMS TO KEEP NEW WELLNESS CENTRE AIMS TO KEEP 
PEOPLE HEALTHY BEFORE ILLNESS STRIKESPEOPLE HEALTHY BEFORE ILLNESS STRIKES

The new wellness centre

An inside view of the new wellness centre
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for their collaboration, 
emphasising that these 
projects are part of a 
forward-looking vision 
for Guyana. “We are 
not only building 
infrastructure,” he 
said. “We are building 
a culture. We are 
building a society that 
works for everyone.”

Since 2020, the 

Project has delivered 
numerous recreational 
and public spaces, 
including Independence 
Park in Anna Regina, 
the Children’s Play 
Park at the National 
Park, Kingston Seawall 
Esplanade, Zia’s Play 
Park in Leonora, Unity 
Beach Play Park, and the 
May 26 Nursery Complex 
at Melanie Damishana. 
Additional projects have 

been completed at Okum 
Beach, Leguan, Bath 
Settlement, Bush Lot, 
Number 63 Beach, Kato, 
Wismar, and Spikeland 
in Linden.

This year, $35 
million was allocated in 
the national budget to 
continue the initiative, 
covering construction 
and upgrades of parks, 
installation of play sets 
and bins, and general 
improvement of public 
recreational spaces.

With the hospital 
promenade as a model, 
similar projects are 
set to roll out across 
Georgetown, reinforcing 
the government’s 
commitment to creating 
vibrant, accessible, and 
culturally inspiring 
spaces for all citizens.

the promenade features 
landscaped greenery 
and pedestrian-friendly 
spaces that enhance 
both aesthetics and 
functionality.

“The environment 
does something to 
you psychologically,” 

President Ali said. “It is 

down and see these 
trees and decide 

to throw a bottle 
alongside them.” 
He explained that such 
initiatives aim to fast-
track mindset changes 
while raising national 
standards, showing that 
development can shape 
culture as much as it 

shapes infrastructure.
President Ali praised 

the First Lady and the 
supporting ministries 

the newly unveiled 
hospital promenade 
will serve as a model 
for similar projects 
across Georgetown, 
forming part of a 
broader cultural and 
urban transformation 
agenda. Developed by 

Lady in collaboration 
with the Ministries of 
Housing, Public Works, 
and Local Government, 

Trees, benches, and 
landscaped walkways 
may seem simple, but 
at Dr Balwant Singh’s 
Hospital, they represent 
a bigger idea, that 
thoughtful urban design 
can inspire citizens, 
improve behaviour, 
and transform the way 
people interact with 
public spaces.

President Irfaan 
Ali announced that 
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The newly developed promenade on East Street

The newly developed promenade on East Street 

As the Dominican 
Republic celebrated its 
182nd Independence 
Anniversary, the 
occasion became 
more than a national 
milestone, it also served 
as a reminder of the 
growing partnership 
between the Dominican 
Republic and Guyana.

Speaking at a 
reception held at the 
AC Marriott Hotel, 
Prime Minister Mark 

Guyana’s commitment 
to strengthening 
bilateral relations as the 
two countries expand 
cooperation in several 
key sectors.

E x t e n d i n g 
congratulations on 
behalf of the Government 

and people of Guyana, 

Prime Minister Phillips 

Dominican Republic’s 
historic journey to 
independence on 
February 27, 1844, and 
paid tribute to national 
heroes Juan Pablo 

Duarte, Francisco del 

Rosario Sánchez and 
Matías Ramón Mella, 

the foundation for the 
nation’s sovereignty.

Today, he noted, 
the Dominican Republic 
stands among the 
largest economies in the 

Caribbean, with strong 
economic performance 
and institutional stability 

determined leadership.
Looking ahead, 

the prime minister 
e m p h a s i s e d 
opportunities for deeper 
collaboration between 
the two countries in 
agriculture, energy, 
tourism, air services, and 
the oil and gas sector, 
areas that align with 
Guyana’s expanding 
development agenda.

D o m i n i c a n 
Ambassador to Guyana 
Ernesto Torres Pereyra 

country’s history of 
resilience, noting that 
despite wars, political 
upheaval and natural 
disasters, the Dominican 
Republic has emerged as 
one of the region’s fastest-
growing economies and 

now welcomes nearly 12 
million visitors annually.

He said both nations 
remain committed 
to strengthening 
ties through trade, 
investment and private 
sector collaboration.
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The reception held at the AC Marriott Hotel 

The reception held at the AC Marriott Hotel 

Guyana and Sweden 
took another step 
toward strengthening 
diplomatic ties as 

of the diplomatic 
community gathered to 
welcome Sweden’s newly 
appointed Non-Resident 
Ambassador, Maria 
Velasco.

The reception, 
hosted at Banks DIH Ltd 
in Georgetown, brought 
together government 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
diplomats and invited 
guests to celebrate the 
growing partnership 
between the two 
countries.

Delivering remarks 
at the event, Minister of 

and Governance Gail 
Teixeira said Guyana 
remains optimistic about 
its future and is eager to 

strengthen relationships 
with international 
partners.

She noted that as 
the country continues 
to grow and develop, 

partnerships with 
nations such as Sweden 
will play an important 
role in advancing 
national goals.

“We are excited 

and our country is 
optimistic about the 
future and about 
where we are going 
and what Guyana’s 
potential could be,” 
Minister Teixeira said, 
adding that Guyana 
looks forward to 
deepening its friendship 
with Sweden and other 
global partners.

Minister Teixeira 
highlighted cooperation 
on global issues such as 
climate change as a key 
area for collaboration. 
She pointed out that 
Guyana is home to one 
of the world’s most 
intact forest systems 
and continues to 
balance environmental 
protection with 
economic development.

Minister Teixeira 

said the country’s Low 
Carbon Development 
Strategy serves as a 
model for achieving 
sustainable growth while 
safeguarding natural 
resources.

She also spoke about 
the country’s expanding 
digital landscape and 
the growing focus on the 
“orange economy”, 
which includes cultural 
industries and digital 
innovation. Improved 
connectivity across the 
country, she said, has 
already transformed how 
citizens access services 
and opportunities.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Ambassador Velasco 
emphasised Sweden’s 
strong tradition 
of international 
cooperation. She noted 

that Sweden works 
closely with its Nordic 
neighbours and the 
European Union, one 
of the world’s largest 
trading blocs.

Velasco said Guyana 
and CARICOM share 
many of the same 
democratic values with 
the European Union, 
including respect for 
international law and 
multilateral cooperation.

She expressed 
optimism that closer 
ties among Guyana, 
the Caribbean and 
Europe will create 
new opportunities for 
collaboration while 
helping address global 
challenges.

Guyana welcomed the appointment of Sweden’s Non-
Resident Ambassador
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in the high teens at 18.4 
per cent. Rural areas 
continued to face greater 
challenges than urban 
centres, with rates of 
14.8 per cent and 13.8 
per cent, respectively.

more adults entering or 
remaining active in the 
workforce. The survey 
highlighted that most 
Guyanese are employed 
in wholesale and retail 
trade, construction, 
agriculture, forestry 

administration, defence, 
and manufacturing.

Behind the numbers 
are stories of renewed 
livelihoods, families 
regaining stability, and 

not just economic 
recovery, but a Guyana 
in motion, creating 
opportunities for citizens 
across regions, genders, 
and generations.

had fallen to 6.8 per 
cent, a remarkable 
improvement from 14.5 
per cent in late 2021. 
Men reached a low of 5.1 
per cent, while women 

gains, falling from 19.1 
per cent to 9.3 per cent. 
The long-standing rural-
urban divide essentially 
disappeared, with rural 
unemployment at 6.6 
per cent and urban at 7.1 
per cent.

Youth employment 
also strengthened, with 
rates dropping from 31.9 
per cent in 2021 to 12.1 
per cent in 2024. Labour 
force participation rose 
from 49.6 per cent in 
2021 to 56.5 per cent 

From a peak of 
15.6 per cent in 2021, 
Guyana’s unemployment 
rate has dropped to a 
historic 6.8 per cent, 
signalling not only 
economic recovery but 
renewed opportunities 
for those who once 

work. For thousands 
of households, this 
stability, income, and 
hope restored.

The latest Guyana 
Labour Force Survey, 
released by the Bureau 
of Statistics, shows 
that the journey to this 
milestone began in 
early 2020, when the 
national unemployment 
rate stood at 12.8 per 
cent. Women and 

rural residents were 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 

rates of 14.4 per cent 
and 13.1 per cent, 
respectively. By the 

the situation reached 
its most critical point: 

women in the workforce, 
19.1 per cent, were 
unemployed, while rural 
communities continued 
to lag behind urban 
areas, highlighting the 
depth of economic strain 
across the country.

Recovery in mid-
2021 was gradual. 
Men’s unemployment 

settling at 12 per cent, 
while women remained 

Between late 2021 
and the end of 2024, 
Guyana’s economy 
underwent a dramatic 
transformation. By 
the fourth quarter of 
2024, unemployment 
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A new climate-smart 
rice project launched at 
the Burma Rice Research 
Station is expected 
to help Guyana’s rice 
farmers better withstand 
the changing climate 
while modernising one 
of the country’s most 
important agricultural 
sectors.

Through a 
US$50,000 grant from 
the Government of 
New Zealand, Guyana 
is implementing the 
ADOPT Caribbean Soil 
Health for Climate-
Resilient Agriculture 
Project, an initiative 
designed to strengthen 
soil health and introduce 
more sustainable 
farming practices.

As part of the project, 
two climate-smart rice 
blocks will be established 
at the research station. 
These plots will serve 

as demonstration sites 
where farmers can 
observe and learn new 
techniques designed 
to improve resilience 
against unpredictable 
weather conditions.

Minister of 

Mustapha explained that 

once the model blocks 
are fully established, 
rice farmers will be able 
to visit the site and gain 
practical knowledge on 
how to adapt their own 
farming methods.

“Farmers will 
be able to see how 
to start and how 

these systems can 
help them deal 
with the severe 
weather conditions 
we sometimes 
experience,” the 
minister told the 
Department of Public 
Information (DPI).

Guyana currently 
has about 6,000 rice 
farmers cultivating 
more than 232,000 
acres of land, making 
rice a cornerstone of the 
country’s agricultural 
production and rural 
livelihoods.

The new initiative 
will test improved 
farming techniques 
capable of withstanding 
heavy rainfall, extended 
dry spells and other 
c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d 

challenges.
Beyond rice, the 

government continues 
to invest in modern 
agricultural technologies 
such as hydroponics, 
shade houses and 
t u n n e l - v e n t i l a t e d 
poultry pens to boost 
production and attract 
younger generations to 
the sector.

Minister Mustapha 
said these initiatives 
are helping to reshape 
agriculture in Guyana.

“We are changing 
the perception,” 
he noted, adding 
that innovation and 
technology are turning 
agriculture into a 

industry.
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tonnes in a single day.
A key factor behind 

the success was the 

between Albion and 
Blairmont estates, with 

canes from Blairmont 
processed at Albion due 
to mechanical issues. 

rapid transportation of 
cane ensured fresher 

contracted harvesters 
are expected to join soon, 
adding further support 
to operations.

While weather 
remains a challenge, 
harvesting manager 
Partap Kuldeep remains 
optimistic. “With 
good weather and 
continued teamwork, 

meeting our targets 
for this crop,” he said.

The record-breaking 
week not only rewards 
the hard work of 
GuySuCo employees but 
also signals a promising 
revival for Berbice’s 
s u g a r - p r o d u c i n g 
communities.

worked in the industry 
since 1995, said the 
achievement has brought 
a renewed sense of pride 
to the community.

“Everything fell 
apart when the estate 
closed in 2017. This 
week’s production 
made us feel happy. 
We got that extra pay 
because we passed 
the target, and I 
know we’ll go even 
further,” Rangasammy 
said.

GuySuCo is 
also advancing 
mechanisation with 
billet harvesters and 

Dutch beds to English 
beds to improve 

Workers at the 
Rose Hall, Albion, 
and Blairmont sugar 
estates in Berbice are 
celebrating a major 
achievement after 
surpassing their weekly 
sugar production target 
during the second week 
of the current crop. The 
estates produced 2,457 
tonnes of sugar—468 
tonnes more than the 
targeted 1,989 tonnes.

The milestone is 

for the Guyana Sugar 
Corporation (GuySuCo) 
as it continues to rebuild 
operations following the 
reopening of estates. 
Rose Hall estate’s 
manager, Threbhowan 
Shiwprasad, revealed 
that the estates also 
recorded the highest 
daily sugar output since 
reopening, reaching 156 

deliveries, allowing for 
higher juice extraction 
and better sugar yields.

Workers were 
motivated by the Weekly 
Production Incentive 

(WPI), which grants 
an extra day’s pay for 
surpassing production 
goals. Veteran cane 
harvester Somadat 
Rangasammy, who has 

New Zealand Ambassador to the Caribbean Linda Te 
Puni and delegation 

New Zealand Ambassador to the Caribbean Linda Te 
Puni and delegation

Rose Hall estate manager, Threbhowan Shiwprasad

Rose Hall estate manager, Threbhowan Shiwprasad

Labour force participation rose from 49.6 per cent in 
2021 to 56.5 per cent in 2024
























































