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US President Donald Trump hosted Latin Ameri-

can leaders on Saturday at his Miami-area golf club for 

what the White House called the "Shield of the Amer-

icas" summit. 

The meeting comes days after Secretary of De-

fense Pete Hegseth hosted a summit on drug trafficking 

enforcement with Latin American leaders at the US 

Southern Command, also in Doral, Florida. 

Trump appeared briefly at the summit, fulfilling 

his commitment to Western Hemisphere politics, de-

spite the current war unfolding in Iran, where the US 

is now involved. 

During his appearance, Trump signed a proclama-

tion launching the regional coalition. 

In attendance were the leaders of  Guyana and 

Trinidad and Tobago, as well as Argentina, Bolivia, 

Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, 

El Salvador, Honduras, Panama amd Paraguay (picture 

above). Notably, the leaders of Brazil, Mexico and 

Colombia were not in attendance. 

The three region heavyweights are currently led 

by left-leaning presidents. 

The Trump adminstration has pledged a renewed 

focus on Latin America, which it has described as the 

"Trump Corollary" to the 19th-century Monroe Doc-

trine which back then sought to ban European incur-

sions in the Americas. 

The White House has billed the summit as the 

founding of the "Americas Counter Cartel Coalition" 

which they described as a new military partnership with 

leaders in the region. 

In his remarks, Trump said Latin America was "a 

great part of the world," with tremendous potential that 

could only be fulfilled if cartels and criminal gangs 

were defeated. "The only way to defeat these enemies 

is by unleashing the power of our militaries," Trump 

said, echoing the message of the summit on drug cartels 

that Hegseth hosted previously. 

"We're working with you to do whatever we have 

to do. We'll use missiles. You want us to use a missile? 

They're extremely accurate," Trump said. "'Piu,' right 

into the living room," he said, mimicking the sound of 

missiles. "That's the end of that cartel person. But we'll 

do whatever you need," the US president added. 

More on Page 25

Trump offers missiles as Shield of The Americas launched
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Advanced nephrology services coming
The government is intensifying efforts to strengthen 

nephrology services in Guyana by expanding dialysis ac-

cess, providing financial assistance and improving trans-

plant care for patients living with kidney disease. 

These initiatives were highlighted on Monday during 

a conference held ahead of ‘World Kidney Day’, under the 

theme “Caring for People, Protecting the Planet.” 

The event aimed to raise awareness, encourage dia-

logue and improve care for people affected by kidney dis-

ease. 

Speaking at the event, Minister of Health, Dr Frank 

Anthony, said the observance provides an opportunity to 

highlight the growing burden of kidney disease in Guyana 

and the measures being taken to address it. 

He noted that several services are already available 

for patients with kidney problems, including dialysis; how-

ever, the government is seeking to expand access. 

“At the moment, some of the facilities where we 

have dialysis are operated with external partners…Going 

forward, we have been working to introduce dialysis in 

some of our public hospitals,” the minister stated. 

Dialysis chairs will soon be activated in the six newly 

constructed hospitals. He added that 15 new dialysis ma-

chines will also be strategically placed in regional hospi-

tals to broaden access to treatment. 

“We believe that this is necessary given the chal-

lenges that we are seeing with some of the patients,” he 

said. 

The government increased financial assistance for 

dialysis patients to $600,000 annually. 

Previously, individuals received a one-off payment of 

$350,000 and were not eligible for further support. 

“That has changed,” Minister Anthony said, before 

stating that, “Now every year we are seeing a lot of per-

sons coming forward to get assistance.” 

Currently, some 650 patients are benefiting from the 

financial support, which allows them to choose their pre-

ferred dialysis provider. 

The health ministry is also collaborating with treat-

ment centres to ensure patients can access necessary labo-

ratory tests through the public health system, as a result of 

the government’s investment in national testing capacity. 

Despite these measures, Minister Anthony stressed 

the need for greater focus on preventing the progression of 

kidney disease. 

“A lot more work needs to be done to delay the onset 

of chronic kidney failure,” he said, noting that patients 

must be supported more intensively to prevent the condi-

tion from worsening. 

Guyana has also made progress in kidney transplan-

tation. The transplant programme, which began in 2011, 

has expanded in recent years. “We are now one of the lead-

ing transplant centres in the Caribbean,” the minister em-

phasised.

We are Specialists in treating Motor Vehicle  

Accident (MVA) Injuries 

We also treat 

• Frozen Shoulder Syndrome 

• Soft Tissue Injuries (Sprains, 

Strains, Headache/Migrane, 

Neck, Back, Knee, Ankle, Wrist, 

Elbow Pain etc.) 

• Depression, Anxiety, Stress etc. 

 

Email: reddyphysio@gmail.com
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Barbados, Trinidad explore tourism and 
aviation cooperation

Barbados and Trinidad and Tobago 

are exploring the possibility of signing a 

memorandum of understanding (MOU) 

on tourism and culture as both countries 

look to strengthen cooperation and ad-

vance mutual interests. 

The potential agreement emerged 

from talks held in Barbados last week-

end between Barbados Tourism Minister 

Ian Gooding-Edghill and Trinidad and 

Tobago’s Minister of Civil Aviation and 

Transport Eli Zakour. 

According to a government state-

ment, the ministers discussed several is-

sues affecting the region’s travel sector, 

including regional air connectivity, en-

hanced training for air traffic controllers, 

and the high cost of intra-regional travel. 

During the discussions, the officials 

also reviewed the state of the tourism in-

dustry in both countries and agreed on 

the need to strengthen relations. Good-

ing-Edghill highlighted the potential 

benefits of deeper collaboration, partic-

ularly in sustaining Barbados’ tourism 

sector. 

He noted that the island’s tourism 

sustainability had resulted in a “wave of 

investment,” in some instances by 

Trinidadian investors, including ongoing 

hotel developments across the south, 

west and north of Barbados. Projects 

cited include Hotel Indigo, the Hyatt, the 

Pierhead Project, Royalton Vessence, 

Pendry Hotel, Blue Monkey Hotel and 

Beach Club. 

Gooding-Edghill said that a MOU 

between the two countries should be pur-

sued to “see how best we can advance 

our interests on both sides”. 

The statement said the ministers 

also held a lengthy discussion on en-

hanced training for air traffic controllers 

(ATCs). Gooding-Edghill indicated that 

Barbados currently faces a training 

deficit in this area and expressed a desire 

for ATCs to receive training in Trinidad. 

“We would like to advance that as 

a matter of urgency. We are in discus-

sions with the Ministry of Finance as to 

the funding for it…and we need to move 

on this urgently. It is also an opportunity 

for us to not only train persons but also 

continue that excellent working relation-

ship that Barbados has always had with 

the Civil Aviation Training Centre in 

Trinidad,” he added. 

Zakour proposed a MOU specifi-

cally focused on training, with details to 

be finalized shortly in consultation with 

the Director General of the Trinidad and 

Tobago Civil Aviation Authority, Carey 

Price. 

Officials from both countries reviewed the state of tourism in the islands

Guyana Appeal Court to rule March 17 on Mohamed case
THE Guyana Court of Appeal is 

expected to deliver a ruling on the chal-

lenge by United States-indicted busi-

nessmen Azruddin Mohamed and his 

father, Nazar Mohamed, on March 17, 

even as the court on Tuesday declined 

to grant a stay of the ongoing extradi-

tion proceedings. 

The duo is challenging a February 

4 decision by Acting Chief Justice 

Navindra Singh, who dismissed their 

case challenging the Authority to Pro-

ceed issued by Minister of Home Af-

fairs Oneidge Walrond on grounds of 

alleged bias. 

The appeal was heard before Act-

ing Chancellor of the Judiciary Roxane 

George and Justices of Appeal Rishi 

Persaud and Nareshwar Harnanan, dur-

ing which attorneys for the applicants 

— the Mohameds — and the named re-

spondents made submissions. 

The Mohameds were represented 

by Senior Counsel Fyard Hoosein 

alongside Senior Counsel Roysdale 

Forde and Attorneys Siand Dhurjon 

and Damien DaSilva. 

The first-named respondent, the 

minister, was represented by Senior 

Counsel Douglas Mendes, with Attor-

ney-General Senior Counsel Anil 

Nandlall appearing for the Attorney-

General’s Chambers, while Attorney 

Arudranauth Gossai represented Princi-

pal Magistrate Judy Latchman. 

In his submissions, Hoosein con-

tinued the applicants’ arguments that 

the minister’s decision to issue the au-

thority to proceed was tainted by bias. 

He argued that the Home Affairs 

Minister was affected by apparent and 

presumed bias because of her alle-

giance to the President and the govern-

ing political party. 

According to Hoosein, the percep-

tion of bias was further compounded 

by the minister’s decision to seek ad-

vice from the Attorney- General before 

issuing the authority to proceed. 

The Senior Counsel also referred 

the court to several provisions of the 

Fugitive Offenders Act, contending that 

the decision should have been dele-

gated to another person in light of the 

alleged bias. 

He told the court that the extradi-

tion proceedings before the Magis-

trates’ Court were scheduled to 

commence shortly, and urged the ap-

pellate court to intervene. 

As such, Hoosein asked the court 

to grant a stay in the matter in that re-

gard. 

Responding on behalf of the min-

ister, Mendes argued that the sugges-

tion that the function should have been 

delegated to another official was unten-

able. 

“Given the nature of the allegation 

of bias, such delegation could not have 

been to any other minister because any 

other minister would have been subject 

to the same criticism,” Mendes said. 

He told the court that the argu-

ment being advanced would effectively 

prevent any minister from exercising 

powers under the Fugitive Offenders 

Act. 

“So, effectively my learned friend 

is saying that no minister can exercise 

the function in relation to the Act… 

and necessarily there had to have been 

a delegation to a public officer some-

time before,” Mendes submitted. 

Attorney-General Nandlall, in his 

submissions, contended that the legal 

challenge brought by the Mohameds 

lacked merit from the outset. 

Nazar Mohamed and son, Opposition leader Azruddin Mohamed



The University of Guyana has 

launched a search for a new Vice-

Chancellor and Principal as the current 

Vice-Chancellor’s seven-year term 

comes to an end. The decision, an-

nounced by the University Council on 

16 February 2026, aims to ensure a 

transparent, merit-based selection 

process that identifies leadership capa-

ble of guiding the university through a 

period of national transformation. 

The public advertisement for the 

position was released on 9 March 

2026. The Council is seeking a candi-

date with a distinguished academic 

record, typically at the rank of full Pro-

fessor or equivalent, along with signifi-

cant senior executive experience in 

higher education or comparable institu-

tions. Applicants should demonstrate 

strategic leadership, expertise in finan-

cial management and institutional ad-

ministration, and the ability to drive 

organisational transformation. 

“The University of Guyana, as the 

nation’s premier public university, 

must play an even more central role in 

producing highly qualified graduates, 

expanding postgraduate education, 

strengthening research, and contribut-

ing independent expertise, innovation 

and practical knowledge to national 

and regional development,” said Sir 

Ronald Sanders, Chancellor and Chair-

man of the University Council. 

The Council is looking for a Vice-

Chancellor committed to academic 

freedom, shared governance, institu-

tional accountability, and high stan-

dards of integrity. Candidates should 

also have a proven ability to build part-

nerships, mobilise resources, inspire 

high-performing teams, and modernise 

academic programmes to meet emerg-

ing workforce and industry demands. 

“The objective is clear: to secure 

leadership equal to the scale of 

Guyana’s transformation and to the 

University’s indispensable role in shap-

ing the country’s future,” Sanders said. 

Full application details, including 

terms of appointment and submission 

deadlines, are outlined in the public ad-

vertisement.

MINISTER of Agriculture, Zul-

fikar Mustapha, on Tuesday, met with 

contractors executing a number of agri-

cultural infrastructure projects across 

the country to review their progress 

and discuss contractual timelines for 

completion. 

According to a press release from 

the ministry, during the engagement, 

the minister underscored the impor-

tance of ensuring that all projects are 

completed within the agreed time-

frames, noting that the works form a 

crucial part of the government’s wider 

development agenda and are integral to 

strengthening the agriculture sector. 

“Among the projects examined 

were the construction and rehabilita-

tion of pump stations, farm-to-market 

roads, sluices, and other critical 

drainage and irrigation infrastructure,” 

the ministry said. 

The ministry emphasised that 

while challenges may arise during proj-

ect execution, contractors are expected 

to account for potential issues such as 

weather conditions, equipment mal-

functions, and the sourcing of materials 

before submitting bids for such proj-

ects. 

The minister also said that con-

tractors are provided with opportunities 

to visit project sites to assess the scope 

of work, allowing them to determine 

whether they can deliver the expected 

outcomes within the contractual time-

lines. 

Also present at the meeting were 

the Chief Executive Officer of the Na-

tional Drainage and Irrigation Author-

ity (NDIA), Timothy Innis; Chairman 

of NDIA, Lionel Wordsworth; and re-

gional engineers and project consult-

ants. 

Last month, the ministry had for-

mally flagged roughly 30 contractors 

as delinquent, and referred their names 

to the national procurement board, sig-

nalling an intention to bar them from 

future drainage and irrigation works. 

Speaking during the consideration 

of estimates and expenditure on NDIA, 

Minister Mustapha said the list com-

piled in the last quarter of 2025 was 

submitted because the ministry no 

longer wished to contract with compa-

nies that have underperformed on 

NDIA projects. 

“We listed approximately 30 con-

tractors that we said that we don’t want 

to do business with them anymore,” 

Mustapha had told committee mem-

bers, adding that the ministry will ob-

ject if any of those firms attempt to 

EQUALITY NEWS 5THURSDAY MARCH 12 2026

Mustapha presses contractors to deliver 
drainage, other projects on schedule

BILINGUAL IMMIGRATION LAWYER  
(English & French)   

Refugee Claims | Francophone Immigration Support Pro-
gram | Francophone Minority Communities Student Pilot.  

Contact me today!    
pouchelonlaw@gmail.com.  

416-759-8389  
POUCHELON LAW  

PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar Mustapha, during the meeting with contractors and officials

The University of Guyana

University of Guyana launches search for a new Vice Chancellor
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

The Shield of the Americas
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GUYANA’S strong support for 

the United States at the “Shield of the 

Americas” summit is a crucial step in 

our fight against transnational crime. 

President Dr. Irfaan Ali fully 

backs President Donald Trump’s initia-

tive to break up drug cartels and narco-

terrorist networks. This isn’t just about 

diplomacy; it’s essential for Guyana’s 

security and well-being. 

By joining this coalition of over 

17 nations, Guyana shows its commit-

ment to eliminating the problems that 

have long taken advantage of our air-

space, exclusive economic zones, and 

borders, harming our region’s reputa-

tion and hindering development. 

President Ali’s comments to Fox 

News cut through years of diplomatic 

hesitation. They confirm what 

Guyanese have known for too long: 

Cartels are not a thing of the past but a 

continuing threat, causing violence, 

corruption, and economic harm. 

Trump’s straightforward ap-

proach, which includes military action, 

modern weaponry, and improved intel-

ligence-sharing, provides the decisive 

steps our region urgently needs. “We’ll 

knock the hell out of them,” 

Trump announced, promising 

U.S. support to allies at risk. Guyana’s 

involvement raises our status from vic-

tim to leader, showcasing our proven 

efforts as noted in the U.S. State De-

partment’s 2025 International Nar-

cotics Control Strategy Report. 

That report highlights Guyana’s 

strong actions: Over four tonnes of co-

caine seized in joint operations near 

Venezuela, 2.3 tonnes taken from a 

semi-submersible vessel, and the 

launch of the National Defence Insti-

tute in 2024 to strengthen cooperation 

with CARICOM and U.S. partners. 

Our National Drug Strategy 

2022–2026 already provides direction 

for interdiction, prevention, treatment, 

and anti-money laundering. This al-

liance enhances our efforts. 

Leaders like Secretary of State 

Marco Rubio and Secretary of War 

Pete Hegseth stress the importance of 

action over words: Sharing intelli-

gence, conducting joint military opera-

tions, and promoting “peace through 

strength” to protect our Western Chris-

tian values. 

This partnership offers more than 

just safety; it opens doors to prosper-

ity. Free from cartel dominance, 

Guyana can invest oil revenues into 

sustainable growth, education, and 

health—a system based on free com-

merce and the rule of law, as Trump 

pointed out. 

Critics might argue against mili-

tarisation, but history shows that half-

measures do not work against 

sophisticated enemies equipped with 

military-grade weapons. Guyana’s 

government agencies, from Home Af-

fairs to Human Services, are united, 

demonstrating our strong commitment. 

President Ali’s leadership puts 

Guyana in a powerful position within 

the hemisphere, turning our vulnerabil-

ity into strength. 

The Shield of the Americas is not 

optional; it is our defence against law-

lessness. With U.S. support and re-

gional determination, we will 

dismantle these networks once and for 

all, securing a brighter future for our 

people.

416-281-3333

To the Editor, 
THE recent statements by the 

Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago 
concerning regional diplomacy, CARI-
COM’s reliability, and the region’s pos-
ture towards Cuba require a frank but 
respectful response, for the issue at 
stake extends far beyond a single ad-
ministration. It concerns the credibility, 
consistency, and future relevance of 
Caribbean diplomacy itself. 

CARICOM has historically articu-
lated a principled foreign policy 
grounded in sovereignty, non-interfer-
ence, and regional solidarity. These 
principles have allowed small 
Caribbean states to exercise influence 
in international affairs far beyond their 
material size. However, principles re-
tain value only when applied consis-
tently. When they become conditional, 
they cease to function as principles and 
instead become instruments of conven-
ience. 

Recent criticisms suggesting that 
CARICOM has failed in the face of ex-
ternal tensions, overlook the commu-
nity’s longstanding diplomatic 
achievements attained through sus-
tained dialogue, mediation, and collec-
tive judgment. 

CARICOM has worked to reduce 

tensions within the hemisphere and has 
consistently supported negotiated out-
comes rather than confrontation. For 
small states, diplomacy is not passivity; 
it is the primary mechanism of security. 
The alternative alignment with external 
military actors or unilateral foreign pol-
icy departures risks transforming the 
Caribbean into an arena of geopolitical 
competition rather than preserving it as 
a zone of stability. 

If CARICOM is to be described as 
an unreliable partner, such a characteri-
sation would more accurately reflect 
the persistent trade imbalance that ex-
ists between Trinidad and Tobago and 
several fellow member states. In 
Guyana, beyond the local business 
community and the recognised Chinese 
commercial presence, Trinidadian en-
terprises occupy a significant portion of 
the domestic market. Additionally, the 
Republic Bank of Trinidad and Tobago 
holds substantial influence within 
Guyana’s financial sector. These reali-
ties underscore not regional exclusion, 
but rather the depth of regional eco-
nomic integration and opportunity that 
CARICOM has facilitated. 

Equally concerning is the dis-
missal of the Caribbean’s historic rela-
tionship with Cuba. This relationship is 

not incidental history. On 8 December 
1972, Barbados, Jamaica, Guyana, and 
Trinidad and Tobago jointly established 
diplomatic relations with Cuba despite 
considerable external pressure. That de-
cision represented a defining moment 
of Caribbean political independence 
and is commemorated annually as 
CARICOM/Cuba Friendship Day. 

It affirmed that the region would 
conduct its foreign relations according 
to its own judgment, rather than exter-
nal instruction. 

Since that time, Cuba has moved 
beyond the RHETORIC and has main-
tained one of the most sustained 
records of practical co-operation with 
the Caribbean. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, Cuban medical brigades en-
tered several Caribbean states and 
worked directly within hospitals, 
healthcare centres and intensive-care 
units when health systems were under 
severe strain. Their contribution was 
not rhetorical; it was lifesaving. Cuba 
has already been more than a friend to 
the Caribbean, it has been family. 

Cuba now faces a profound hu-
manitarian crisis characterised by 
shortages of food, fuel, electricity, and 
essential medicines. Whatever one’s 
political assessment of the Cuban state, 

humanitarian suffering among civilian 
populations cannot be treated selec-
tively. CARICOM has consistently ad-
vocated human security and opposed 
measures that harm ordinary people. 
Silence or distancing in this context 
risks appearing less like prudence and 
more like inconsistency. 

It is therefore both appropriate and 
timely for the Caribbean Community to 
renew, in a clear and unified voice, its 
longstanding call for the lifting of the 
decades-long economic embargo im-
posed upon Cuba. Prolonged compre-
hensive restrictions that contribute to 
hardship among civilian populations 
cannot be reconciled with the humani-
tarian principles the international com-
munity professes to uphold. From a 
moral and humanitarian perspective, 
the continued maintenance of measures 
that materially affect the welfare of or-
dinary people is neither constructive 
nor justifiable. Respectful engagement 
and co-operation, rather than isolation, 
remain the more humane and effective 
path. 

Jermaine Figueira 
Former Member of Parliament

CAIRCOM is We Own
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The Canadian and Ontario gov-

ernments have announced a joint in-

vestment of more than $228 million 

directed towards supporting workers 

and industries affected by global trade 

disruptions, including tariffs impacting 

several key manufacturing sectors. 

The announcements made on 

March 10 by the federal government 

state that $228.8 million will be com-

mitted over the course of three years 

towards funding a program called the 

Canada-Ontario Workforce Tariff Re-

sponse. The initiative is intended to 

support workers whose jobs have been 

affected by tariffs or shifting global 

trade conditions. 

Government officials say the pro-

gram could provide training and em-

ployment support to approximately 

27,000 workers across Ontario, particu-

larly in sectors including softwood 

lumber, steel production, and automo-

tive manufacturing. These industries 

are among those most directly affected 

by international trade and supply chain 

disruptions. 

Under the initiative, eligible par-

ticipants may include workers who 

have been laid off or are unemployed, 

employees whose workplaces are par-

ticipating in Employment Insurance 

work sharing agreements, and workers 

who need additional training to adapt 

to changing conditions in industries af-

fected by tariffs. 

Training programs funded through 

the initiative may focus on sectors that 

are experiencing labour demand, such 

as healthcare, skilled trades, energy and 

natural resources. Employers, labour 

organizations, and training providers 

may work together on projects de-

signed to upgrade worker skills or pre-

pare employees for new roles within 

the labour market. 

Employers and training organiza-

tions can apply for funding through the 

Skills Advance Ontario program by 

submitting proposals for training proj-

ects. Applications are accepted on an 

ongoing basis according to the Ontario 

government. 

The Canada-Ontario Workforce 

Tariff Response is funded through ex-

isting labour market agreements be-

tween the federal and provincial 

governments. Under these agreements, 

Ot-

tawa transfers funding to provinces and 

territories to support employment serv-

ices and workforce training programs. 

In Ontario, many of these services 

are delivered through the Employment 

Ontario network, which provides em-

ployment support such as job search 

assistance, skills training and career 

counselling. 

As indicated by provincial figures, 

Employment Ontario assisted more 

than 693,000 individuals during the 

2024-25 fiscal year through online 

services, phone support and in-person 

programs delivered at more than 700 

service locations across the province. 

Existing provincial employment 

programs may receive additional fund-

ing through the initiative. The pro-

grams include Protect Ontario Workers 

Employment Response (Power) Cen-

tres, Better Jobs Ontario, and Inte-

grated Employment Services, which 

provide employment support for work-

ers facing layoffs or job loss. 

Better Jobs Ontario offers finan-

cial assistance for individuals seeking 

training in occupations identified as 

being in demand. POWER Centres pro-

vide 

targeted services and training opportu-

nities for workers experiencing mass 

layoffs or significant workplace 

changes. 

Expanding funding for these pro-

grams could increase access to training 

and employment support for workers in 

communities affected by trade-related 

disruptions according to provincial of-

ficials.  

The funding announcement comes 

during continued trade tensions and tar-

iff measures affecting many sectors of 

Canada’s economy. Manufacturing in-

dustries such as steel, automotive pro-

duction, and forestry rely heavily on 

international markets and cross-border 

supply chains, leaving them vulnerable 

to trade restrictions and global market 

shifts. 

Tariffs can affect industries by in-

creasing the cost of exported goods or 

reducing competitiveness in foreign 

markets. In response, workforce sup-

port measures have been introduced by 

the government which intend to help 

workers adapt to economic changes 

through training and skills develop-

ment initiatives. 

The 

federal government has also pointed 

out that labour market development 

agreements support employment serv-

ices for large numbers of Canadians 

each year. These agreements fund 

training and employment assistance 

that reach hundreds of thousands of in-

dividuals annually though provincial 

and territorial programs. 

Government representatives say 

the Canada-Ontario Workforce Tariff 

Response initiative is intended to ex-

pand the availability of training and 

employment support and assistance in 

Ontario over the next three years. 

Employers and training organiza-

tions seeking funding must submit pro-

posals outlining the training programs 

that they plan to deliver. Workers inter-

ested in participating in programs 

funded through the initiative can access 

service through Employment Ontario 

offices or participating training 

providers. 

Further details on specific training 

projects and program expansions are 

expected to be announced as the fund-

ing is distributed. 
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Workers in manufacturing are among those worried about losing their jobs because of the trade war

Feds, Province invest $28M to support 
workers affected by global trade issues
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Guyana has recorded its lowest-

ever unemployment rate of 6.8 per 

cent, according to the latest Labour 

Force Survey conducted by the Bu-

reau of Statistics. The milestone re-

flects a dramatic turnaround from the 

highs seen during the COVID-19 pan-

demic. 

The survey highlighted that dur-

ing the first quarter of 2020, the unem-

ployment rate stood at 12.8 per cent, 

rising to 15.6 per cent by the end of 

that quarter. Women were dispropor-

tionately affected, with unemployment 

jumping nearly five percentage points 

to 19.1 per cent. Nearly one in five 

women in the workforce were unem-

ployed at the height of the crisis. Re-

covery during the second and third 

quarters of 2020 was slow and un-

even, with men’s unemployment fluc-

tuating before settling at 12 per cent, 

while women remained in the high 

teens, ending at 18.4 per cent. Rural 

areas consistently faced higher job-

lessness than urban centres, with rates 

of 14.8 per cent and 13.8 per cent, re-

spectively, by the third quarter. 

The Bureau of Statistics notes 

that the situation improved steadily 

from late 2021 through the end of 

2024, as Guyana’s economy under-

went a robust recovery. By the fourth 

quarter of 2024, the overall unemploy-

ment rate had dropped to 6.8 per 

cent—a historic low. 

“This is a significant improve-

ment from the 14.5 per cent recorded 

in the third quarter of 2021,” the re-

port said. Men reached a low of 5.1 

per cent, nearly a third of their 2021 

peak, while women saw the most sub-

stantial absolute improvement, falling 

from 19.1 per cent to 9.3 per cent. 

For the first time in the data set, 

the gap between rural (6.6 per cent) 

and urban (7.1 per cent) unemploy-

ment rates essentially closed, with 

rural areas slightly outperforming 

urban centres. 

Youth unemployment also saw a 

marked improvement, dropping to 

12.1 per cent from a high of 31.9 per 

cent in the third quarter of 2021. The 

survey noted that the majority of the 

labour force is employed in wholesale 

and retail trade, construction, agricul-

ture, forestry and fishing, public ad-

ministration and defence, and 

manufacturing. 

The survey also found increased 

labour force participation, with more 

adults entering the job market than in 

2021. By late 2024, over half of work-

ing-age adults were either employed 

or actively seeking employment. 

“In the fourth quarter of 2024, the 

labour force participation rate was 

recorded at 56.5 per cent, up from 

49.6 per cent in the third quarter of 

2021,” the report said. 

The data signals a strong recov-

ery for Guyana’s workforce, highlight-

ing the resilience of the economy and 

the impact of post-pandemic recovery 

efforts.

Guyana records historic low  
unemployment at 6.8%

US seeks forfeiture of tanker seized with 
false Guyanese flag carrying Venezuela oil

The United States Department of Justice (DOJ) says a 

complaint has been filed in the United States District Court 

for the District of Columbia seeking to forfeit the Motor 

Tanker Skipper, a crude oil tanker seized by the United 

States on the high seas in December 2025 while flying a 

false Guyana flag. 

Authorities say the vessel was carrying approximately 

1.8 million barrels of crude oil supplied by Petróleos de 

Venezuela, S.A. (PdVSA), the state-owned oil company of 

Venezuela. 

The DOJ said the tanker and its cargo are forfeitable 

because they allegedly provided a source of influence or 

support to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), 

including the IRGC-Qods Force (IRGC-QF), which the 

United States has designated a foreign terrorist organiza-

tion. 

“Under President Trump’s leadership, the era of se-

cretly bankrolling regimes that pose clear threats to the 

United States is over,” said U.S. Attorney General Pamela 

Bondi. “This Department of Justice will deploy every legal 

authority at our disposal to completely dismantle and per-

manently shutter any operation that defies our laws and 

fuels chaos across the globe.” 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Director Kash Patel 

said the case demonstrates the agency’s determination to 

enforce sanctions and disrupt networks linked to hostile 

governments. 

“The FBI, working alongside our interagency part-

ners, will continue aggressively identifying, disrupting and 

dismantling the financial networks used by our foreign ad-

versaries to fund terrorist organisations and destabilise in-

ternational security. We remain steadfast in safeguarding 

both the integrity of the international financial system and 

the security of the American people,” Patel said. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney General A Tysen Duva of the 

Justice Department’s Criminal Division said the action rep-

resents an important step in cutting off millions of dollars 

in funding to terrorist organisations. 

“The criminal division will continue to use every tool 

at our disposal to end to terrorist financing,” Duva said. 

According to the DOJ, the forfeiture complaint al-

leges that since at least 2021, the Skipper was involved in 

a scheme to facilitate the shipment and sale of petroleum 

products for the benefit of the IRGC and its Qods Force. 

.During that time, officials say the tanker transported 

crude oil from both Iran and Venezuela and used ship-to-

ship transfers to deliver the cargo to various locations 

around the world, including other governments viewed by 

the United States as adversarial.


















































