
President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali on Saturday called for greater ambition and 

regional positioning within Guyana’s aviation industry as he delivered the keynote 

address at the commissioning of JAGS Aviation’s new Hindustan H-228 aircraft. 

The two Dornier 228 aircraft each seat 19 passengers and are expected to sig-

nificantly enhance service delivery. They also introduce a first for domestic avia-

tion in Guyana, featuring onboard washroom facilities an added level of comfort 

for passengers travelling long distances. 

The planes were procured from Hindustan Aeronautics Limited in India, fur-

ther strengthening bilateral ties. The president said the investment represents more 

than fleet expansion, describing it as another signal of Guyana’s broader economic 

transformation and its ambition to become a regional aviation hub. 

Above, President Ali and Prime Minister Brigadier Mark Phillip are seen cel-

ebrating the arrival of one of the new planes at Ogle Airport on Saturday.  

See more on Page 35

PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali (above) has warned overseas suppliers benefitting 

from Guyana’s expanding consumer market that they must begin manufacturing 

and investing locally, insisting that companies seeking to serve the Guyanese mar-

ket should also contribute to its productive capacity. 

While addressing the commissioning of two new aircraft for Jags Aviation 

and the company’s 12th anniversary celebration on Saturday, Dr Ali used the plat-

form to caution foreign manufacturers that Guyana will no longer be content in 

playing the role of just a mere buyer.“If we are not good enough for you to man-

ufacture and produce your goods by investing in our economy, then we are not 

good enough to consume [your] goods too,” the President said. He argued that 

Guyana now offers the most attractive, policy-based incentives in the region for 

agro-processing and manufacturing and said it was time for producers to relocate 

production to Guyana if they wished to continue expanding their footprint there.
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By MIlan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The governments of Ontario and Canada have revealed the details of a new 

housing project in the city of Toronto that will be instrumental in ensuring an in-

crease in the number of affordable housing units in the city. 

Funding for the housing project will go into developing a mixed-used residen-

tial project in which affordable houses will be built for the people of Toronto. Ac-

cording to the officials from the government, the development will help in 

addressing housing affordability issues in the region as well as increasing rental 

housing units. 

It is claimed by the governments that the development has been funded jointly 

with the objective of fast-tracking the construction process as well as creating 

long-term affordable housing units. 

The federal and provincial delegates stated that affordability of housing is still 

one of the challenges in several communities across the country, especially in 

major cities where there has been more demand than the supply of housing. There 

have been various efforts by the government and other stakeholders aimed at en-

couraging the development of housing to solve the problem. 

The development is anticipated to incorporate both housing and community 

spaces. According to the officials, such projects can contribute towards developing 

complete communities where housing is available in proximity to service and jobs 

as well as public transport. 

The minister of municipal affairs and housing of Ontario has highlighted the 

increase in housing supply as the objective of the province. The federal govern-

ment's delegates emphasized the importance of partnership between various stake-

holders in solving affordability challenges. 

The announcement is part of ongoing investments in housing programs that 

are aimed at providing for the construction and renovation of affordable homes. 

The officials state that these investments are meant to ensure more Canadians get 

access to stable and affordable homes by addressing the increased demand for 

housing. 

Toronto has been experiencing continued population growth and the increas-

ing demand for housing, which has led to the increase in prices of rental houses 

and home buyers. Housing experts have always indicated increased supply of 

housing as a measure that can be used to improve affordability in the area. 

The new development will ensure that there are enough housing options for 

the residents while working towards the long-term vision of developing affordable 

homes in Toronto. Details of the project will continue to be worked on as the con-

struction process moves forward according to government officials who refer to 

this project as a milestone towards housing provision in Toronto. 

This is coming at a time when there is continued effort from the government 

to increase housing supply and improve affordability in the country’s housing sec-

tor. 

 

Feds, Province announce new 
affordable housing plan

Look for Bhaskar Sharma’s collection of 

Classical Indian Music now on YouTube

A new affordable housing development in downtown Toronto
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H.E. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett, Guyana’s candidate for United 
Nations Secretary-General, engaging Member States during the 
interactive dialogue on her candidacy, outlining her vision for a more 
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President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 

commitment to raising 
Guyana’s income 
tax threshold to 
$200,000 before the 
end of his current term, 
underscoring what he 
described as a sustained 

most recently $140,000 
in this year’s national 
budget.

According to 
the government, 
each adjustment has 
progressively expanded 
the number of workers 
removed from the tax net, 
with the latest increase 

about 5,000 earners 
and injecting more than 
$2 billion in additional 
disposable income into 
households.

President Ali said the 

a broader commitment 
to improving living 
standards and ensuring 
continued upward 
mobility for workers.

“It is the People’s 
Progressive Party 
that has successfully 
increased the base 
upon which every 

focused on steadily lifting 
the tax-free income base 
rather than settling at a 

“The new base now 
is a new threshold, 
and we said that 
before the end of this 
term, that new base 
will be $200,000 
upon which our 
workers would stand, 
$200,000 tax-free,” 
he stated.

The pledge builds on 
a series of incremental 
increases since the 
People’s Progressive 
Party/Civic (PPP/C) 

2020. At that time, the 
income tax threshold 
stood at $65,000. 
It was subsequently 
raised to $75,000 in 
2022, $85,000 in 2023, 
$100,000 in 2024, 
$130,000 in 2025, and 

disposable income for 
workers across the 
country.

Speaking during 
the Enmore Martyrs’ 
Day commemoration 
ceremony on June 16, 
the President said the 
administration remains 

worker in this country 
stands,” he said, adding 
that the administration’s 
focus is on sustained 
improvement in wages, 
pensions, and overall 
household income.

“Our level for 
the workers is not a 

hundred thousand. 
Our level is to move 
them from one status 
to the next status, so 
that their children 

level upon which they 
start their base,” the 
President added.

President Ali speaking to the sugar workers
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operators. According to 
the president, the long-
term goal is to ensure 

from the country’s 
mineral wealth through 
investment and share 
ownership.

The mining 
consortium forms part of 
a wider transformation 

architecture. President 
Ali revealed that 
government is also 
advancing plans for a 
Junior Stock Exchange, 
a Guyana Development 
Bank, and new 

investment vehicles 
linked to agriculture, 
infrastructure and 
industrial development.

He noted that 
discussions are already 
underway with Citizens 
Bank to establish a 
Development Bank 
desk and an electronic 

desk in Region Seven.
The president said 

move beyond access to 
banking services and 
create pathways for 
citizens to invest, build 
wealth and participate 
directly in national 
development.

The proposal, 
announced during the 
commissioning of the 
new Citizens Bank branch 
in Bartica, forms part of 
a broader government 
strategy to deepen 

expand investment 
opportunities, and 
increase Guyanese 
ownership of the 
country’s natural 
resources.

Under the proposed 
model, small, medium 
and large-scale miners 
would join with citizens 

to establish a national 
mining company 
capable of competing 
internationally while 
keeping greater 

Guyana.
President Ali said 

the initiative would pool 
resources, expertise 
and technology to 
create a modern mining 
enterprise owned and 
operated by Guyanese.

The proposal seeks 
to shift more large-
scale opportunities into 
local hands rather than 
relying heavily on foreign 

ordinary Guyanese to 
collectively participate 
in large-scale mining 
ventures through a 
locally owned, world-
class company.

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has 
unveiled plans for the 
creation of a national 
mining consortium that 
would allow miners and 
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Citizens Bank 
has strengthened its 
footprint in Guyana’s 
hinterland with the 
commissioning of a 
new state-of-the-art 
branch in Bartica, a 
major investment aimed 

services, deepening 

supporting economic 
growth across Region 
Seven.

President Dr 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
joined bank executives, 

residents at the opening 
ceremony, describing the 
facility as a strong vote 

future and the country’s 
continued economic 
transformation.

The modern 
branch replaces the 
bank’s original Bartica 
operation, which opened 
in April 2000 from a 
modest 938-square-foot 

eight employees. Over 
the last 26 years, growth 
in the region’s mining, 
agriculture, tourism 

and business sectors 
has driven demand 
for expanded banking 
services, prompting the 
investment in a larger 

and more technologically 
advanced facility.

Managing Director 

and Chief Executive 

said the opening 

term commitment to 

Region Seven, noting 
that Bartica serves as a 
critical economic hub 

and gateway to the 
hinterland.

Since establishing 
operations in the 
township, Citizens 
Bank has disbursed 
more than $5.5 billion 
in loans to support 
housing, transportation, 
business expansion and 
equipment purchases. 
Approximately $1.8 
billion of that total was 
approved within the last 

accelerated economic 
activity in the region.

Today, the branch 
serves about 7,000 
customers across Region 
Seven.

The new facility 
features expanded 
customer service areas, 
upgraded banking 
technology, a drive-

thru ATM, enhanced 
accessibility features 
and a dedicated digital 
support zone to assist 
customers with online 

literacy.
The investment 

has also created 
new employment 
opportunities, increasing 

nine to 17 employees.
During the 

ceremony, Citizens Bank 
announced reduced 
mortgage rates of 4.6 
per cent on loans up 
to $30 million and the 
removal of legal and 
registration costs for 
qualifying borrowers, 
further expanding access 
to home ownership for 
Guyanese families.

The new branch in Bartica

Managing Director and 
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Security, Dr Vindhya 
Persaud, said the 
programme’s impact 
goes beyond statistics, 
noting that each 

by targeted government 
support.

“Every number 
tells a story… every 
person that we have 
assisted, we want 
to make sure that 
they can be seen and 
heard,” she said.

the initiative also 
s t r e n g t h e n e d 
cooperation between 
the government and the 
IDB, while laying the 
groundwork for a more 

social protection system.

More than 58,000 old 
age pensioners and over 
47,000 households have 

interventions under 
the Support for Safety 
Nets for Vulnerable 

COVID-19 programme, 

a wide-reaching social 
protection initiative 

American Development 
Bank (IDB).

The programme, 
launched in December 
2020 and implemented 
by the Ministry of 

Human Services and 
Social Security, was 
designed to cushion 
vulnerable groups 
against the economic 
impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Speaking at a Project 
Closure Workshop 
held at Cara Lodge 
Hotel, Coordinator of 
the Monitoring and 
Evaluation Unit, Shawn 
Coojah, outlined the 
programme’s extensive 
reach across several 
social protection areas.

In addition to one-

pensioners, the initiative 
supported 16,183 public 

and provided cash grants 
to 4,971 children living 
with disabilities.

A major component 
of the programme, 
the electricity credit 
transfer initiative, 

original target of 15,000 
households, ultimately 
reaching 47,059 
households nationwide.

The programme also 
introduced the Survivor 
Advocate component, 
which supported victims 
and survivors of gender-
based violence by 
helping them navigate 
the justice system and 

access essential services. 
A total of 30 survivors 

intervention.
I n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 
was another key 
outcome, including 
the establishment 
of the Ministry’s 

Evaluation Unit and the 
rollout of a modernised 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Information System to 
improve data collection, 
service delivery, and 
policy development.

Minister of Human 
Services and Social 

����	������	����������	����	�

��	�����	

��������	�
	�
�	��
	�����
���

Minister Persaud, along with representatives from the 
Inter-American Development bank Ministry of Finance 

Presenting her vision 
during an interactive 
dialogue with member 
states and civil society, 
Rodrigues-Birkett said 
the UN must urgently 
adapt to a rapidly 
shifting global landscape 

development setbacks, 

constraints.
“The global 

landscape has 

Guyana has formally 
entered the contest 
for the next United 
Nations (UN) Secretary-
General, nominating 
seasoned diplomat 
Ambassador Carolyn 
Rodrigues-Birkett, who 
is campaigning on a 
platform of institutional 
reform, greater 

global relevance for the 
world body.

changed, and the tools 
required to guide the 
organisation must 
likewise evolve,” she 
told delegates, framing 
her candidacy around 
what she described 
as a “principled, 
pragmatic and 
responsive” approach 
to leadership.

She warned that 
despite the UN’s 
historic achievements 
in peacebuilding, 
d e c o l o n i s a t i o n , 
humanitarian assistance, 
and development, the 
institution is increasingly 
being questioned over its 
ability to deliver results 
at the speed and scale 
demanded by today’s 
crises.

Member states, she 
noted, remain committed 
to strengthening the 
system, but expect a more 

organisation. She pointed 
to the UN80 reform 
agenda as evidence 
of broad recognition 
that structural and 
operational change can 
no longer be delayed.

Rodrigues-Birkett 
said her consultations 
across member states 
have revealed a shared 
concern: that the UN 
risks falling behind 
unless it becomes more 
agile, better coordinated, 
and more accountable 
in how mandates are 
implemented.

Coming from a small 
developing state, she said 
her perspective is shaped 
by direct experience of 
how UN programmes 
impact communities on 
the ground, including in 
Guyana and across the 
developing world.

If elected, she 
pledged to engage closely 
with all 193 member 

bodies and civil society to 
ensure balanced progress 
across the organisation’s 
three pillars, peace and 
security, sustainable 
development, and 
human rights.

She also committed 
to an open, accessible 
leadership style, 
saying the UN must 
remain “central, 
not peripheral” 
in addressing global 
challenges.

Rodrigues-Birkett 
highlighted her extensive 
public service career, 
including her tenure 
as Guyana’s Minister 

Minister of Amerindian 

role as Permanent 

Representative to the 
UN. She also previously 
led a Geneva-based 

underscoring her 
blend of national and 
international experience.

“I do believe that 
I’m ready for the 
task ahead,” she said, 
closing her address after 
responding to questions 
from delegations.

Her nomination, 
announced by President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
on June 15, positions 
Guyana to actively 
campaign for its 
candidate as the current 
UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres 
completes his term at the 
end of 2026, setting the 
stage for a competitive 
diplomatic race for the 
organisation’s top post.

H.E. Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett engaging Member 
States during the interactive dialogue on her 
candidacy for United Nations Secretary-General 
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concerns. He said 
issues raised during the 
outreach were not only 
recorded but acted upon 
immediately.

The equipment will be 
deployed across multiple 
works, including road 
shoulder construction, 
drainage improvement, 
vegetation clearing, 
dam maintenance, 

waste management 
upgrades.

President Ali said the 
immediate focus will be 
the construction of hard 
shoulders along key roads 
to improve drainage, 

provide safer pedestrian 

toward a Government 
Service Centre to expand 
access to public services 
in the region.

including improvements 
at Bartica Hospital, 
water system restoration 
in Karrau, and progress 

Residents of 
Bartica witnessed a 
renewed push to fast-
track infrastructure 
development as President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan 

over three new pieces 
of heavy equipment 
to support a wide-

ranging maintenance 
and enhancement 
programme across 
Region Seven.

outlined during a recent 
presidential outreach 
in the township, is 
aimed at improving 
roads, drainage 
systems, sanitation, and 
public spaces under 
the supervision of a 
newly established local 
committee.

Speaking at the 
Bartica Community 
Ground, President Ali 

a government approach 
centered on rapid 
response to community 

access, particularly for 
schoolchildren and 
commuters.

A locally driven 
committee, supported by 
regional authorities, will 
oversee implementation 
to ensure coordination 
and accountability across 
communities.

The President also 

support for mining areas 

with rehabilitation 
plans being developed 
in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Natural 
Resources.

Updates were also 
provided on completed 
and ongoing projects, 
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President Ali addressing 
the residents

The equipment handed over

Residents at the meeting
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Mustapha met with 
committee members 
from both regions to 
review progress and 

exercise is critical to 
ensuring that assistance 
reaches intended 

maintaining integrity in 
the process.

“We want to 
ensure that the 
assistance reaches 
the intended 

A total of 2,271 rice 
farmers from Regions 
Five and Six have been 

the Government’s newly 
announced rice farmers’ 
assistance programme, 

The process was 
carried out by rice 

committees tasked 
with identifying eligible 
farmers and ensuring 
transparency in the 
distribution of support.

Minister of 

that the process is 
carried out with 
the highest level of 
integrity,” the Minister 
said.

According to the 

farmers in Region Five 
and 884 in Region Six 
have been approved 
under the programme.

The initiative, 
announced by President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali, is part of ongoing 

agriculture sector and 
provide relief to rice 

farmers.
Under the 

programme, farmers 
cultivating 50 acres or 
less will receive $15,000 
per acre, while those 
cultivating more than 
50 acres will receive 
$10,000 per acre.

said the targeted support 
is intended to sustain 
production, stabilise 
incomes, and safeguard 
livelihoods across the 
rice farming sector.

More than 40 
companies operating 
in Guyana’s oil and gas 
industry have received 
approval for their 2026 
annual local content 
plans, reinforcing 
commitments to expand 
Guyanese employment, 
p r o c u r e m e n t 
opportunities, and skills 
development across the 
sector.

The approvals 

Guyana has launched 

Drainage and Irrigation 
Strategy, establishing 
a long-term roadmap 
to modernise water 
management systems, 
strengthen climate 
resilience and support 
the country’s rapidly 
expanding development 
agenda.

The landmark 
framework was unveiled 
during a soft launch, with 

a signing ceremony 
hosted by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources 
through the Local 
Content Secretariat at 
Duke Lodge, bringing 
together major 
operators and service 
providers, including 
ExxonMobil Guyana 
Limited, MODEC 
Guyana Inc., CNOOC 
Petroleum Guyana 
Limited, Schlumberger 
and Guyana Deep Water 

Minister of Agriculture 

describing the strategy as 
a historic milestone for 
the National Drainage 
and Irrigation Authority 
(NDIA) and a critical 
step towards securing 
Guyana’s future.

“
time that the National 
Drainage and 
Irrigation Authority 
has published a 
strategy,” Minister 

Operations Inc.
Under Guyana’s 

Local Content Act, 
contractors are required 
to submit annual plans 
detailing how they will 
meet obligations for 
local procurement, 
employment, and 
capacity building. 

continued expansion 
of opportunities for 
Guyanese across 
the rapidly growing 
petroleum sector.

Minister of Natural 
Resources Vickram 
Bharrat said the 
approvals go beyond 
regulatory compliance, 
describing them as part 
of a deliberate national 
strategy to deepen 
local participation and 
economic retention.

Mustapha said. “The 
document represents 
an important step 
in Guyana’s journey 
toward becoming a 
more resilient, more 
productive and more 
prosperous nation.”

The strategy 
comes as Guyana faces 
growing climate-related 
challenges, including 
rising sea levels, shifting 
weather patterns and 
more intense rainfall 

He said the 
government will expand 
nationwide sensitisation 
programmes to improve 
public understanding 
of the sector and 
ensure more Guyanese 
can access emerging 
opportunities.

“Many Guyanese 
still truly don’t 
understand the 
sector,” Minister 
Bharrat said, noting the 
need for greater outreach 
and training pathways.

E x x o n M o b i l 
Guyana’s President 
and General Manager 
Alistair Routledge said 
implementation of the 
Local Content Act has 
delivered measurable 
results through 
collaboration among 
government, industry, 
and training institutions. 

events. Mustapha 
stressed that while the 
country is experiencing 
unprecedented economic 
growth and investment, 
climate adaptation 
must remain a national 
priority.

“Climate change 
is real, and we are 
living in an area 
where we are more 
vulnerable than 
many parts around 
the world. We must 

He reported that by the 
end of 2025, Guyanese 
accounted for about 68 
per cent of the sector 
workforce. He also noted 
that one-third of local 
workers are women.

Routledge added 
that about 2,000 local 
suppliers are now 
engaged in the industry, 
with an estimated 
US$3.6 billion spent with 
Guyanese businesses, 
underscoring growing 
domestic value retention.

Minister Bharrat 
also said government 
enforcement has 

“ r e n t - a - c i t i z e n ” 
arrangements and shell-
company practices that 
previously distorted local 
ownership requirements. 
He said tighter oversight 

plan strategically for 
what is happening 
now, and we must 
invest wisely,” he 
stated.

Developed through 
consultations with 
government agencies, 
local democratic organs, 
farmers’ organisations, 
water users’ associations 
and other stakeholders, 
the strategy recognises 
that drainage and 
irrigation are no longer 

agriculture. Instead, they 
are increasingly central to 
housing, infrastructure 
development, food 
security and economic 
expansion.

The framework also 
prioritises innovation 
and technology, 
promoting greater 
use of digital tools, 

reach genuinely active 
Guyanese workers and 
businesses.

He further signalled 
that government will 
push for more equitable 
pay structures, noting 
that many Guyanese 

comparable to expatriate 
counterparts.

Guyana currently 
has about 7,000 citizens 
directly employed in the 
oil and gas sector.

approved 2026 plans 
now move into the 
implementation phase, 
with companies required 
to execute commitments 
and submit regular 
reports to the Local 
Content Secretariat 
for monitoring and 
enforcement.

data-driven planning 
and modern water 
management practices 

sustainability.
NDIA Chairman 

Lionel Wordsworth said 
the strategy provides 
a phased roadmap for 
future investments 
and implementation 
while addressing 
climate challenges 
and advancing the 
digitisation of services 
and infrastructure.

Several initiatives 
outlined in the document 
are already underway, 
including the use of 
GIS technology to map 
and monitor drainage 
and irrigation networks 
nationwide.

A wider public 
launch involving farmers 
and stakeholders is 
expected in the coming 
weeks.

The preliminary launch of the National Drainage and 
Irrigation Strategy (NDIS) 2030

Wordsworth
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Over 40 companies receive approval for 2026 local 
content plans 

the meeting

Farmers at the meeting
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R e s i d e n t s 
of Port Mourant 
and surrounding 
communities in Region 

from faster and more 
convenient access to 
essential government 
services following the 

Government Service 
Centre in the area.

The facility, brings 
a wide range of public 
services under one roof, 

the need for residents 
to travel long distances 

to complete basic 
transactions.

Speaking at the 
opening ceremony, 
Minister of Public 
Service, Government 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n , 

centre represents a long-
promised improvement 
in how citizens interact 
with the State.

“Now you can 
come and use 
government services 
in one building 

where everyone can 
be there and that is 
the dignity we want 
for all Guyanese,” he 
said.

services including 
passport applications, 

(e-ID) cards, drivers’ 
licences, and the 
processing of birth, 

death, and marriage 

opening on May 20, it 
has already seen strong 
demand, with hundreds 
of residents making use 

reported 451 passport 
applications received, 
with 367 already issued, 
alongside more than 200 
applications handled 
by the General Register 

Minister of 

Mustapha said the 

broader push to ensure 
development reaches 
every community. Senior 
Minister within the 

with responsibility 

for Finance, Dr Ashni 
Singh, added that the 
centre is part of a wider 
transformation of the 
“citizen experience” 
under the government’s 
modernisation agenda.

He encouraged 
residents to embrace 
the shift toward digital 
services, noting that 
many applications 
can now be completed 
online, reducing the 
need for physical queues.

“The choice is 
between joining a 
line and waiting for 
hours… President 

Ali has said these 
lines must be a 
matter of the past,” 
he said, referring to the 
administration’s goal 
of streamlining public 
service delivery.

Similar service 
centres are planned for 
Regions Seven, Nine, 
and Ten as part of its 
ongoing expansion of 
decentralised and digital 
public services, aimed 
at making government 
more accessible and 

across Guyana.

More than 
424,000 Guyanese 
have now received or 
been processed for 
the Government’s 
National $100,000 Cash 
Grant, as distribution 

the country, Senior 

of the President with 
responsibility for 
Finance, Dr Ashni Singh 
has reported.

Dr. Singh said 
the rollout has 
been “continuing 
smoothly,” with 
increased uptake since 
the last update. He noted 

that on March 19, 2026, 
a total of 48,858 central 
government employees, 
including public 
servants, teachers, 
and members of the 
disciplined services, 
received payments 
worth approximately 
$4.9 billion.

He also highlighted 
the impact of the online 
registration system 
launched on March 26, 
2026. As of June 15, 2026, 
279,546 citizens who 
successfully completed 
self-registration have 
received their grants, 
while 4,053 others are 

still being processed.
Combined with 

government employees, 
this brings total direct 
transfers to 328,404 
individuals.

For citizens without 
access to banking 
services, the government 
has also carried out 
targeted outreach in 
hinterland and remote 
communities, as well as 
in shelters, hostels, and 
senior citizen homes. 

in 96,277 people being 
registered and processed 
for cheque payments.

Altogether, Dr. Singh 

said, 424,681 people 
have been reached 
under the programme, 
representing about 
$42.5 billion distributed 
so far.

The Finance 
Minister is encouraging 
remaining eligible 
citizens to register 

portal at cashgrant.
gov.gy. He also noted 
that assistance is 
available through the 
same platform for 
those needing help with 
registration.

For many families, 
especially single parents, 
the assistance is expected 

pressure of preparing 
children for school.

Single mother 
Yonette Hopkins said the 
support will go directly 
toward essentials such 
as clothing, socks, and 
school supplies. “It is 
important because 
I am a single parent 
and it will help me a 
great deal with the 
things my children 
need for school,” she 
explained.

Another parent, 
Nadia Kennedy, 

Parents across 
Guyana are welcoming 
the government’s 
expanded “Because 
We Care” cash grant 
programme, with many 
describing the initiative 
as timely relief ahead of 
the new school term in 
September.

Distribution of the 
combined $85,000 
support package, 
which includes a 
$60,000 cash grant, a 
$20,000 transportation 
allowance, and a $5,000 
uniform grant, is set to 
begin in all regions on 
June 29, according to 
Minister of Education 
Sonia Parag.

said the grant has 
strengthened her ability 
to provide for her two 
children after years of 
managing household 
and education expenses 
alone. She noted that 
the assistance will help 
cover key school-related 
costs while easing overall 

Aisha Allen, who 
has two sons in private 
school, said the funds 
will go toward textbooks 
and learning materials, 
helping her better 
prepare them for the 
new academic year.

“With this 
support, I can 
purchase textbooks 

and prepare my 
children for the new 
school year,” she said, 
adding that everyday 
household expenses 

to fully cover education 
costs.

Single mother 
Keziah Grant described 
the programme as life 
changing. She said it has 

the pressure of school-
related expenses. 
Another parent, Yairis 
Casique, highlighted 
the transport allowance 
as especially helpful 
in managing daily 
commuting costs.

Minister Parag noted 

that the programme, 

being discontinued, 
has been gradually 
increased over the years 
as part of government 

access to education. 
She said the latest 

continued commitment 
to supporting families 

nationwide.
The initiative will 

child in both public 
and private schools, 
reinforcing what the 
government describes as 
a broader push to ensure 
equitable access to 
quality education across 
Guyana.

PARENTS WELCOME $85,000 SCHOOL GRANT 
AS NEW TERM RELIEF BEGINS

Yonete HopkinsNadia Kennedy

GoG’s new service centre at Port Mourant   

GoG’s new service centre at Port Mourant    

GoG’s new service centre at Port Mourant    

Government took additional steps to assist to register 
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from the GTE Power 
Plant Substation to 
the Wales Industrial 
Substation, designed to 
ensure reliable electricity 
supply to businesses in 
the Wales Development 

transmission lines are 
being constructed to 
connect key substations 
that will serve 
residential, commercial 
and industrial users.

These include links 

 Guyana’s electricity 
network is undergoing 
a major transformation 
with the construction of 
more than 70 kilometres 
of new high-voltage 
transmission lines 
designed to strengthen 
the Demerara-Berbice 
Interconnected System 
(DBIS) and support the 
country’s expanding 
energy needs.

The upgraded 
system forms a core part 
of the Gas-to-Energy 
(GTE) Project and will 
link new substations, 
industrial areas, 
residential communities 
and existing Guyana 
Power and Light (GPL) 
infrastructure through a 
mix of 230-kilovolt and 
69-kilovolt transmission 
corridors.

At the heart of 
the expansion is a 

24-kilometre double-
circuit 230-kV line 
running between Wales 
and Goedverwagting. 
This main corridor will 
carry bulk electricity 
generated at the 
Wales facility across 
the Demerara River 
into the national grid, 

between the western and 
eastern sections of the 
system.

The line is expected 
to strengthen the 
backbone of the 
DBIS, allowing larger 
volumes of electricity 
to be transmitted 

improving overall grid 
stability.

In addition to 
the main corridor, 
approximately 46 
kilometres of 69-kV 

Zone, as well as 
connections serving 
surrounding residential 
and commercial areas.

Another major line 
will run from Wales to 
Vreed-en-Hoop, creating 
an additional pathway 

easing pressure on 
existing infrastructure.

On the eastern side 
of the Demerara River, 
upgrades between 
G o e d v e r w a g t i n g , 
Sophia and Golden 

increase transmission 
capacity, replacing 
older infrastructure and 
boosting the system’s 
ability to meet rising 
demand from new 
housing schemes and 
expanding businesses.

The new network 
is also supported 
by four substations, 

including a major 
230/69/13.8-kV facility 
at Goedverwagting, 
which will serve as a key 
interconnection point for 
the expanded grid.

At Wales, additional 
substations will help 
integrate power from 
the Gas-to-Energy 
Project while supporting 
residential and industrial 
development in the 
region.

To manage the 
increasingly complex 
system, GPL is also 
establishing the Guyana 
National Control Centre, 
which will provide 
real-time monitoring 
and coordination of 
electricity generation, 
transmission and 
distribution across the 
country.

Prime Minister has 
announced that Phoenix 
Park Gas Processors 
Limited and GuyGas 

for the operations and 
maintenance (O&M) of 
the Natural Gas Liquids 
(NGL) Plant under 
Phase 1 of Guyana’s Gas-
to-Energy project.

PPGPL is a 
leading regional gas 
processing company 
based in Trinidad and 
Tobago, with extensive 
experience in the 
recovery and processing 
of natural gas liquids 
such as propane, 
butane, and natural 
gasoline. GuyGas Inc., 
a Guyanese energy 
company, is expected to 
support the partnership 
by strengthening local 
participation in the 
sector, with a focus on 
workforce development, 
local content integration, 

and technical skills 
transfer.

Cabinet has granted 
its “no-objection” for 
the commencement of 
negotiations with the 
consortium, paving 

O&M agreement for the 
facility, which is expected 
to begin operations in 

The selection follows 
an open Request for 
Proposals issued in 
January 2025 and 
advertised in major 
local newspapers, 
including the Guyana 
Chronicle, Guyana 
Times, Kaieteur News, 
and Stabroek News. 
The process, conducted 
under the National 
Procurement and Tender 
Administration Board, 

that were evaluated on 

administrative criteria.
According to the 

evaluation outcome, 

the PPGPL–GuyGas 

securing the strongest 
technical score alongside 
the most advantageous 
commercial proposal. 
Under the arrangement, 
PPGPL will serve as 
the lead operator, 

while GuyGas Inc. will 
participate as a local 
partner, supporting local 
content development 
and skills transfer to 
Guyanese workers.

The NGL plant forms 
part of the wider Gas-
to-Energy development, 

which is designed to 
bring associated gas from 
the Stabroek Block to 
shore for processing into 
cleaner and lower-cost 
energy. The facility will 
also produce propane, 
butane, and pentanes-
plus for both domestic 
use and export markets.

Prime Minister also 

Energy has been selected 
as the operations and 
maintenance operator 
for the 300-megawatt 
combined-cycle power 
plant and related balance-
of-plant facilities, 
with responsibility for 
coordinating across the 
integrated system.

G o v e r n m e n t 
emphasised that a 
central objective of the 
agreements is workforce 
development, with 
structured training and 
mentorship aimed at 
progressively increasing 
Guyanese participation 

in plant operations over 
time.

O&M contract applies 
strictly to the NGL 
plant’s operations 
and maintenance and 
does not include LPG 
bottling, marketing 
of NGL products, or 
other downstream 
infrastructure, which 
are being handled under 
separate processes.

Prior to signing, the 
agreement will undergo 
additional legal and 
technical due diligence 
by the Ministry of Legal 

General’s Chambers to 
ensure compliance with 
best practice and sector 
benchmarks.

The Gas-to-Energy 
project remains a key 
pillar of government’s 
energy strategy, aimed 
at improving energy 
reliability, reducing 
costs, and expanding 
domestic capacity across 
the energy value chain.
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of the Government’s strategy to deliver reliable, 

230Kv line tower with height ranging from 35-46 
metres

Development Priya Manickchand
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More than 19,000 

from the government’s 
Regional Economic 
Transformation (RET) 
Programme, which has 
disbursed over $4.66 
billion to support micro, 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises across the 
country.

The update was 
provided by Minister of 

Local Government and 
Regional Development 
Priya Manickchand in 
the National Assembly.

As of October 
31, 2025, a total of 
$4.66 billion from the 
programme’s $5 billion 
allocation had been 
distributed across all 
regions except Region 
Nine, supporting a 
wide range of income-

generating activities.
Projects span 

agriculture, livestock 
rearing, aquaculture, 
beekeeping, vending 
and cottage industries, 
helping entrepreneurs 
move their businesses 
from start-up to 
sustainable operations.

A total of 19,301 
individuals have 

receiving startup support 
aimed at creating jobs 
and strengthening 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
economic activity.

The ministry says 
the programme is part of 

e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p , 
improve livelihoods and 
promote local economic 
growth across Guyana.
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“We are 
not accidental 
survivors; we are 
the descendants of 
resistance. We are the 
heirs of resilience,” 
he stated.

The Prime Minister 
also underscored 
the importance of 
education as a pathway 
to opportunity and 
empowerment, while 
recognising the role 
families, communities 
and mentors play 
in shaping future 
generations.

He further argued 
that the Caribbean’s 
relatively small size has 
become one of its greatest 
strengths, fostering 
adaptability, innovation 

and entrepreneurship 
across the region.

According to PM 
Phillips, the Anthony 
N. Sabga Awards are 

because they honour 
outstanding individuals, 
but because they tell 
a larger story about 
Caribbean achievement 
and leadership.

He urged 
g o v e r n m e n t s , 
institutions and citizens 
to continue supporting 
the region’s heroes and 
heroines, stressing that 
greatness often develops 
quietly before achieving 
recognition.

“The Caribbean’s 
greatness is not a 
distant aspiration,” 
the Prime Minister 
said. “It is a present 
reality.”

Describing the event 
as one of the Caribbean’s 
foremost celebrations 
of achievement, PM 
Phillips said the region 
continues to produce 
leaders, innovators, 
entrepreneurs, artists 
and professionals 
whose contributions are 
shaping societies across 
the globe.

Referencing the 
famous question posed 
by the late Guyanese 
musician Dave Martins, 
“Where are your heroes, 
Caribbean?”, the Prime 
Minister said the answer 
was evident among the 
award recipients and 
countless others making 

the region.

“They are in our 
universities, our 
laboratories, our 
boardrooms, our 
clinics, our studios, 
our families, our 
farms and our 
communities,” he 
said.

PM Phillips 
noted that Caribbean 
excellence is rooted in a 
history of perseverance 
and determination. He 
pointed to the region’s 
journey through 
slavery, colonialism, 
indentureship, economic 
hardship and natural 
disasters, arguing that 
these experiences forged 
a people known for their 
resilience and ability to 
overcome adversity.

keynote address at 
the Anthony N. Sabga 
Caribbean Awards for 
Excellence ceremony 
at the Guyana Marriott 
Hotel Georgetown, the 
Prime Minister said the 
prestigious awards serve 
as a powerful reminder 
of the region’s strength, 
resilience and immense 
potential.

Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 
Phillips has called on 
Caribbean nations to 
recognise, celebrate and 
invest in the region’s 
talent, declaring that the 

by its limitations but by 
its enduring record of 
excellence.

Delivering the 

three decades, provided 
a critical framework 
for harmonising Port 
State Control practices 
across the region. He 

countering transnational 
crime across maritime 
borders.

The conference 
concluded with 

commitments to deepen 
regional cooperation, 
enhance intelligence 
sharing, and strengthen 
compliance with 
international maritime 
conventions as 
Caribbean states prepare 
for increased maritime 
activity and trade 
growth.

security.
Minister of Home 

called for a more 
integrated approach to 
maritime and border 
security, noting that 
Port State Control must 
function as part of a 
wider national security 
ecosystem.

She highlighted the 
roles of the Immigration 
Department, the 
Guyana Police Force, 
and the Customs Anti-
Narcotics Unit (CANU) 
in strengthening 
enforcement and 

S a f e g u a r d i n g 
maritime trade and 
strengthening regional 
security dominated 
discussions at the Port 
State Control Conference 
and CMOU meetings 
in Guyana, agreeing 
on the need for closer 

coordination and stricter 
compliance systems.

The meetings 
at the AC Marriott 
Hotel Georgetown, 
brought together 
regional maritime 
authorities to review 
vessel safety standards, 
inspection regimes, 
and mechanisms for 
improving enforcement 
under the Caribbean 
Memorandum of 
Understanding (CMOU).

Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation 
Deodat Indar said the 
CMOU has, for nearly 

��	�����	��	�	
���	��	�	��
���		��
	

�������	������	��	���������	��

stressed that while 
the system is built on 
inspections, compliance, 
and data sharing, its 
deeper purpose is the 
protection of lives, the 
safeguarding of the 
marine environment, 
and the stability of 
maritime trade.

Minister Indar 
added that Guyana’s 
expanding economy 
places increasing 
importance on its ports, 
describing them as vital 
gateways for commerce, 
investment, tourism, 
food security, and energy 
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Guyana is 
developing a dedicated 
emergency response 
contingency plan for 
its transformative 
Gas-to-Energy project 
while simultaneously 
expanding national 
emergency response 
infrastructure, Prime 
Minister Brigadier 
(Ret’d) Mark Phillips 
announced.

The announcement 
came at the launch of 
the 14th Caribbean 
Conference on 
Comprehensive Disaster 
Management (CDM14), 
where the prime minister 

outlined a series of 
initiatives aimed at 
strengthening Guyana’s 
resilience as the 
country’s economy and 
energy sector continue 
to expand.

“ G u y a n a 
continues to 
strengthen its 
disaster risk 
m a n a g e m e n t 
framework to support 
the country’s rapidly 
expanding economy 
and growing energy 
sector,” PM Phillips 
said. “A gas-to-energy 
emergency response 
contingency plan is 

in development.”

plan forms part of a 
broader national strategy 
to improve preparedness 
for both natural disasters 
and technological 
e m e r g e n c i e s , 
particularly as major 
investments are made 
in critical infrastructure 
and energy development.

“As we build 
new infrastructure 
and expand our 
energy capacity, the 
task of protecting 
those assets and the 
communities around 
them grows every 
year,” the prime minister 
stated.

Among the 
measures already being 
implemented are the Oil 
Pollution Prevention, 
Preparedness, Response 
and Responsibility Act, 
the advancement of a 
modernised Disaster 

Risk Management Bill, 
and the expansion of 
multi-hazard early 
warning systems using 
geographic information 
systems (GIS), satellite 
telemetry and advanced 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
technology.

PM Phillips also 
announced that new 
emergency response 
facilities in Lethem, 
Mahdia and Georgetown 
will become operational 

enhancing Guyana’s 
ability to coordinate and 
respond to emergencies 
nationwide.

“This year, new 
emergency response 
facilities at Lethem 
and Mahdia, as well 
as the multipurpose 
buildings in 
Georgetown, will 
be brought into 
operation,” he said.

The facilities 

build on recent 
investments by the Civil 
Defence Commission 
(CDC), including the 
commissioning of a 
$97.8 million state-
of-the-art emergency 
management complex 
designed to improve 
logistics, coordination 
and rapid deployment of 
supplies during crises.

Addressing regional 
partners gathered for 
the launch, PM Phillips 
stressed that resilience 
must now be viewed 
as a central function 

of governance rather 
than a standalone 
emergency management 
responsibility.

Guyana will host 
CDM14 from December 
7 to 12 under the 
theme, “Checkpoint 
2026 – Resilient 
Sectors, Sustainable 
Communities, Safer 
States.” The conference 
is expected to bring 
together regional 
leaders, development 

institutions and disaster 
management experts to 

Prime Minister Mark Phillips

Guyana will host CDM14 from December 7-12, 2026.

Minister of Home 

Walrond addressing the 
conference

Minister of Public 
Utilities and Aviation 
Deodat Indar

Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d), Mark Phillips with 
the awardees
























































