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Sugar: ‘Take an estate and manage it’ Modi to visit Canada to seal trade talks

PRESIDENT Dr. Irfaan Ali has publicly challenged the Guyana Agricul- India and Canada target completing negotiations towards the comprehensive
tural and General Workers Union (GAWU) to step beyond traditional bargain- economic partnership agreement (CEPA) before the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Miami
ing and take up the management of a sugar estate as a model operation. this year, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi undertaking a bilateral visit to seal the

Speaking at Enmore on Tuesday, the President said his government is deal.
prepared to give the union a direct role in running an estate alongside workers, This was confirmed when Modi met Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney in
as part of efforts to test new management models in the sugar industry. Evian, France, on the margins of the G7 leaders’ Summit on Tuesday.

“Just as we’ve invited proposals for the sugar estates, and we have com- Modi confirmed he may visit Canada by the end of the year. In statements prior

ing in for Skeldon, we also invited the union, if you would like to take up the  to the start of the bilateral, he said, “You (Carney) are right in saying that we are very
mantle of management and to take one of the estates and make it your model, keen on a free trade agreement, and as you have invited me to visit Canada, I will

we give you that challenge openly,” Ali told the gathering. also strive to come this year and complete this agreement before my arrival.”

“We invite you to be part of the management also, because that is what When the visit does occur, it will be the first standalone bilateral visit by the In-
good, responsible government does, it invites everyone to be part of the table, ~dian PM to Canada since April 2015, when Stephen Harper led Canada.
to be a part of the table. Do not shy away from the opportunity. We are here to The Evian bilateral is their fourth meeting between the leaders of Canada and
work with you,” the President added. GAWU reponse inside India in the span of a year.
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built for the long-term?
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Life is full of surprises, but with the right preparation, you can

approach each moment with confidence. Our mission is to craft VP Jagdeo addressing stakeholders at a contractor’s meeting
personalized strategies that are designed to evolve with you, . .
aiming to help your plans stay aligned with your goals. Every pre-q ualified small contractor will
Get in touch to explore personalized plans tailored . .
to your individual needs. get at least one job this year: Jagdeo
ta M. Rahamat VICE- President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo has assured the more than 12,000
Financial Advisor small contractors on the government’s pre-qualified list that each of them will
905-605-7400 ext.110 be allocated at least one contract before the year ends, including all 530 who
416-346-8883

* . qualified in Region Five (Mahaica-Berbice).
';a!;:a:?mat@ma"“'.'fewea"h'ca He was addressing the hundreds of residents who, in their numbers,
ighway 7, Suite 206 . > . . .

Woodbridge, On L4L 0B2 showed up for his Public Day outreach at the Regional Democratic Council
(RDC) office in Fort Wellington.

The vice-president traced the assurance back to a commitment in the 2025
elections Manifesto to put small works in the hands of far more people.

“If you’re on that pre-qualified list, you are in good shape,” he said.

Dr. Jagdeo said the government threw the pre-qualification process open
to the public after complaints that the earlier pool of contractors was too nar-

Get in touch for a free portfolio review if you have $100K or more in investable assets. With
over 25 years of experience advising clients, we're here to help.

' | | ManUIlfe row. The notice ran for a month, and was then stretched to three to give as
Wealth many people as possible time to register Online.
T R T I ——— The guarantee covers contracts valued below $15 million, which the gov-
Manufacturers Life Ins: uraanL ompany : 'mﬁ .1re used hy t, 1rd L} its '1Hl|1u=~; under license. ernment allocates rather than sends out to tender.
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Regional Food Hub halfway complete -
Minister Mustapha

THE construction of the Regional
Food Hub being built at Yarrowkabra,
along the Soesdyke-Linden Highway, is
roughly halfway complete. It is on
course to be finished by the end of the
year, Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha, has said.

“As I am speaking now, approxi-
mately 50 per cent of the work has been
completed. It’s ongoing,” the minister
told the Department of Public Informa-
tion (DPI) recently in an interview.

Local contractors hired to do the
job are expected to wrap up their portion
of the work by the end of September.
Once that phase is done, he said, Blum-
berg Grain, a U.S.-based agriculture
company, will move in to install a cold
storage facility and the remaining sys-
tems that will bring the hub into opera-
tion. The facility marks the next stage of
a project that was years in the making.
Phase One began in 2023, and in July
last year, the government signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) with
Blumberg Grain and Logistics.

When complete, the hub will be
built to international standards.

According to the ministry, it will
feature modern grain silos, refrigerated
storage, container-loading facilities and

Construction continues at the Regional Food Hub at Yarrowkabra

digital inventory systems, and is pro-
jected to reduce post-harvest losses by
up to 30 per cent, supporting increased
exports of rice, corn, poultry feed and
processed feeds to CARICOM markets.
Minister Mustapha explained that
the facility is being built with a single
purpose in mind: keeping more of the
value of Guyana’s produce inside the
country and across the wider region.
The hub will act as a central collec-

tion and export point, drawing in pro-
duce from farmers and channelling it to
Caribbean markets to help close the gap
targeted under the “25 by 2025 initia-
tive, the regional drive to cut CARI-
COM’s food import bill by a quarter.
“When we have this food hub up
and running, it will be very active, and
we’ll purchase products from farmers
around the country, and that will be
there to export overseas,” Minister

Mustapha added.

He also tied the facility to the wider
work of the Guyana Marketing Corpo-
ration (GMC), which has been linking
farmers without a market to agents who
can move their produce.

The investment sits at the heart of
a food-security agenda championed by
President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, who
has repeatedly cast Guyana as the coun-
try best placed to feed the region.

Guyana meets with World Bank AgriCom-
nect Mission to discuss development

Agriculture Minister Hon. Zul-
fikar Mustapha this morning met with
members of the World Bank AgriCon-
nect Mission Team to discuss the im-
plementation of the initiative in
Guyana and opportunities to further
support the development of the coun-
try’s agriculture sector.

The mission team comprised Ms.
Eva Hasiner, Senior Agriculture Econ-
omist, Mr. Winston Dawes, Senior
Agriculture Economist, and Mr. An-
dres Ramirez Salom, Associate Invest-
ment Officer.

During the engagement, Minister
Mustapha reaffirmed the Ministry of
Agriculture’s commitment to the suc-
cessful implementation of the Agri-
Connect initiative, noting that Guyana
is well positioned to benefit from the
programme following its launch last
year.

Minister Mustapha said that lo-
gistics continues to pose challenges,
both in Guyana and across the wider
Caribbean region. He also highlighted
the government’s efforts to improve
access to financing for farmers
through the soon-to-be-established
Guyana Development Bank as well as
innovative partnerships that connect
farmers who possess land and other
assets with investors who have access
to capital. He further emphasized the

importance of stakeholder participa-
tion and buy-in, noting that future
consultations should be tailored to
clearly demonstrate the benefits that
farmers, agribusinesses, and other
stakeholders can derive from the ini-

9

Minister Zulfikar Mustapha (centre) with members of the World Bank AgriConnect team

tiative.

AgriConnect is a World Bank
Group initiative aimed at helping 300
million smallholder farmers transition
from subsistence farming to surplus
production. The programme seeks to

transform smallholder agriculture into
a dynamic engine for job creation, in-
vestment, and resilience by connect-
ing farmers more directly with
finance, technology, infrastructure,
and markets.
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THE first concrete has been
poured for the multi-billion-dollar
Parika Modern Port Facility and Water-
front Development project, signalling
the start of construction on a major ini-
tiative that is expected to transform the
Essequibo gateway into a hub for re-
gional trade, tourism and transporta-
tion.

President Dr. Irfaan Ali an-
nounced the milestone on Saturday,
sharing photographs of the works.

The project forms part of a wider
vision to modernise the Parika water-
front, and create an international-stan-
dard port facility capable of supporting
cargo operations, cruise tourism, and
luxury marine travel.

Earlier this year, Minister of Pub-
lic Works Bishop Juan Edghill said the
development would unlock significant
economic opportunities while position-
ing Parika as a key centre for regional

trade and waterfront activities.

The upgraded terminal is expected
to facilitate exports to Caribbean Com-
munity (CARICOM) member states,
creating direct access to new markets
for local farmers and producers.

“It is from the Parika Terminal
that we want to be able to engage the
CARICOM trade of taking our produce
to CARICOM nations, which means
opening up markets for our farmers,”
Edghill had said.

The facility will also support ma-
rine tourism through the establishment
of a dedicated marina and services for
visiting yachts and recreational vessels.

According to the minister, the
modern port complex will house key
government agencies, including Cus-
toms, Immigration, the Customs Anti-
Narcotic Unit (CANU), the Guyana
Police Force, and the Transport and
Harbours Department.
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An artist’s impression of the Parika International Port Facility in Region Three

Guyana starts work on Shillion

port at Parika

The Ministry of Agriculture and
the Fisheries Department are also ex-
pected to play a role in the develop-
ment, with plans for agro-processing
facilities that will allow produce to be
inspected, processed, packaged and
shipped directly from Parika. The proj-
ect will include cold storage and other
supporting infrastructure.

Beyond trade and transportation,
the waterfront redevelopment is in-
tended to create a vibrant tourism and
entertainment district.

“That whole Parika front is part of
the development plan, which will allow
us to build out the necessary night en-
tertainment just as you would see in
other parts of the world,” Edghill said.

The project will also serve as a
launch point for tourists seeking to ex-
plore Guyana’s rivers and interior des-
tinations, with plans for restaurants,
improved sanitary facilities and ex-
panded mooring space for vessels.

As part of the broader develop-
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ment strategy is the Schoonord-to-
Parika Highway, which has improved
connectivity, eased traffic congestion
and opened additional lands for hous-
ing and commercial development.

Prior to the approval of the mega
port project design, consultations were
held with a range of stakeholders, in-
cluding farmers, boat operators, taxi
and minibus operators, businesses and
residents.

Several changes were imple-
mented as construction progresses, in-
cluding the relocation of speedboats
currently occupying sections of the
wharf slated for redevelopment. The
existing wooden facility used by the
MYV Sabanto, Kanawan and other ves-
sels will remain operational during
construction. Additionally, a dilapi-
dated building at the stelling will be
demolished and replaced with a mod-
ern terminal featuring waiting areas
and office space for the agencies oper-
ating at the facility.
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Guyana’s Digital Passport System

Editorial from the Guyana Chronicle, June 16
2026

THE launch of an Online Passport Application
and Appointment System by the Government of
Guyana is a timely and necessary advancement in the
country’s ongoing public sector modernisation drive.

The move signals that Guyana is finally getting
key administrative services up to speed with 21st-
century expectations for speed, accessibility and
transparency in an age when digital governance is in-
creasingly the global standard.

The Ministry of Home Affairs in conjunction
with the Guyana Police Force has introduced a new
platform which allows citizens to complete passport
applications, upload information and schedule ap-
pointments online via the system’s portal.

The benefits are clear on paper: fewer long
queues, less administrative congestion, better record
keeping and a more citizen-centric experience.

This development is part of broader global
trends. Countries across the Caribbean and beyond
have been digitising their immigration and identity
systems.

For example, Barbados implemented e-passport
appointment systems years ago as part of its public
sector reform agenda, while countries like Estonia
have become global benchmarks for digital govern-
ment services.

Guyana’s system is, therefore, not an isolated in-
novation but a necessary catch-up with regional and
international norms.

Importantly, the initiative also dovetails with the
government’s wider digital transformation agenda,
which has included investments in e-government
platforms, online tax systems and digitised public
records.

The officials rightly stated that the passport sys-
tem is not only for convenience but also for security,
with authentication measures to protect sensitive per-
sonal data and improve the efficiency of service de-
livery.

But as with many digital reforms, the real test
will be the implementation, not the launch.

Bureaucratic delays, uneven administrative ca-
pacity and high demand at key service points have
long been a problem for the public service in Guyana.

An online system implementation doesn’t just
resolve these problems, it moves them to a new space
where infrastructure reliability, staff training, cyber-
security, and public digital literacy become key vari-
ables.

Guyana’s internet penetration has improved sig-
nificantly over the last few years and gaps are being
closed between hinterland and urban communities.

A truly inclusive digital system cannot exclude
those without reliable internet access or digital liter-
acy. This may require hybrid service models, ongoing

in-person support, and public education campaigns to
ensure seamless adoption.

Minister of Home Affairs Oneidge Walrond
termed the system a “major milestone” in making
government services more convenient and efficient.
That’s a good description.

Around the world, digital appointment systems
have been demonstrated to reduce congestion, im-
prove scheduling accuracy and minimise the corrup-
tion risks related to manual processing systems.

But milestones in public administration are only
meaningful if they result in lasting improvements to
the citizen experience.

A vital component of passport administration,
the Guyana Police Force has urged citizens to get ac-
quainted with the platform.

That encouragement needs to be coupled with
proactive outreach, especially in rural and under-
served areas where the transition may be more diffi-
cult.

Ultimately, this initiative should be viewed as a
foundation, not a finished product. Digital gover-
nance is not one reform. It is a process of continuous
refinement, expansion and accountability.

With proper maintenance and further develop-
ment, the country’s online passport system could
serve as a model for wider e-governance reform in
Guyana.

It is a promising step forward.

Turning financial reform into real development

Dear Editor,

IN 2006, my friend, Tarron Khemraj, now a
professor, presented a paper at the Bank of Guyana
in which he demonstrated why the local banking sys-
tem’s contribution to development was relatively
limited. In his study, later published in the Journal of
Social and Economic Studies, he attributed this out-
come to the size of both the economy and the bank-
ing system.

According to Professor Khemraj, Guyana’s
small economy meant that the volume of bankable
business opportunities was limited and relatively
risky. Given the prudential regulations that banks are
required to observe, financial institutions tended to
target low-risk projects and invest their funds in safe
securities, both locally and overseas. The remaining
funds, described as excess liquidity, often remained
idle and unremunerated. As a consequence, many
businesses were starved of capital, and the economy
did not fully benefit from the financial reforms im-
plemented since the 1990s.

Professor Khemraj also noted that the banking

system was highly concentrated. This concentration
helped explain the high lending rates and wide inter-
est-rate spreads. Apart from the collateral require-
ments that are standard throughout the banking
industry worldwide, these high interest rates effec-
tively locked many businesses out of the formal fi-
nancial system.

Since 2020, the number of bankable business
opportunities across multiple sectors has grown sig-
nificantly, with small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) poised to benefit from these emerging
prospects. However, one of the most significant con-
straints preventing these businesses from fully capi-
talizing on these opportunities remains the
combination of high interest rates and stringent col-
lateral requirements.

Recognizing this reality, the Government prom-
ised to establish a Development Bank. Within
months of being re-elected, it moved to advance
plans for the institution. This bank, which could ad-
dress a critical gap identified in Professor Khemraj’s
earlier analysis, is expected to provide more accessi-

ble financing options for SMEs. Businesses that have

been burdened by high borrowing costs or excluded
from traditional lending channels could gain greater
access to affordable capital to expand their opera-
tions.

The Development Bank is also expected to help
de-risk projects through co-financing mechanisms
that could unlock a portion of the excess liquidity
currently held within the banking system. For the
first time, many SMEs may have access to affordable
financing on a scale not achieved through previous
financial-sector reforms alone.

The Government has allocated the necessary re-
sources and is moving to enact the legislation re-
quired to establish this important institution in a
relatively short period.

The Development Bank could help transform
idle capital into productive investment, expand op-
portunities for SMEs, and strengthen the link be-
tween financial-sector development and national
development. In doing so, it may become an impor-
tant pillar in Guyana’s ongoing journey toward
broader economic growth and shared prosperity.

Sukrishnalall Pasha
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Canada uvelils new strategy for
National Food Security

By Milan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

Canada’s food production strategy
for the future has a new plan, with the
unveiling of the federal government’s
new National Food Security Strategy.
The strategy is aimed at strengthening
Canada's food supply chain, supporting
domestic food production and improv-
ing access to affordable food across the
country.

As reported by the office of the
Prime Minister, the new plan was re-
vealed by Prime Minister Mark Carney
on June 11, and it is expected to help the
country prepare better for any economic
instability, climate challenges, and other
obstacles that may disrupt food produc-
tion and distribution processes in the fu-
ture.

In Carney’s words, this long-term
strategy will be focused on building
greater resilience of the Canadian food
sector due to a variety of external and in-
ternal factors that currently undermine
the food supply chain. The federal gov-
ernment representatives noted that the
plan will involve efforts to boost
Canada’s capacities to produce and dis-
tribute food, as well as innovative tech-
nologies.

Moreover, the strategy will seek co-
operation between various stakeholders,
including government agencies, busi-
nesses, and farming organizations.

Food security has emerged as a crit-
ical concern in Canada and abroad in
light of certain developments across the
globe which have caused disruptions in
food production and transportation
chains. Supply chain disruptions, natural
disasters, and geopolitical conflicts
among others have all contributed to the
fears of lack of access to sufficient
amounts of quality food and affordable
prices for such products in various coun-
tries.

According to the representatives of
the federal government, the new plan
aims at tackling those problems through
a cohesive and national response to the
issue. The government believes that en-
hancing food security is impossible
without making certain improvements in
each link of the food chain, including
farm production, food processing, and
transport of goods.

As a part of the effort, the Canadian
government will collaborate with
provincial, territorial and indigenous

governments along with various stake-

The new plan will help Canadians prepare for any economic instability affecting food production

hold-

ers from the agricultural sphere in order
to stimulate progress within the industry
as well as support economic growth.

The strategy also puts a focus on in-
novations and research in agriculture. As
stated by the government representa-
tives, the latest technologies may prove
helpful in boosting production and re-
silience against potential problems in the
future.

The agriculture-food industry in
Canada is vital to the national economy
since millions of people have jobs there.
Furthermore, billions of dollars are con-
tributed to the economy yearly because
of food production and exports. Accord-
ing to the officials of the federal govern-
ment, this sector should be enhanced to
increase both economic competitiveness
and food security.

The authorities have shown that the
establishment of the domestic food sys-
tem will make people less vulnerable to
foreign interference. In other words, the
government believes that by establishing
more capabilities in its home food sys-
tem, Canada can stabilize supply.

On announcing the strategy, Carney
mentioned that Canada has all necessary
abilities, competencies, and agriculture
to become a world leader in food secu-
rity. He emphasized that the aim of this

proj-
ect was to provide Canadian citizens
with reliable access to food, as well as
support business operations in the food
chain.

Food production and distribution in
Canada are always affected by different
factors. For example, agricultural asso-
ciations in Canada mention some of
them, including labor, infrastructure, cli-
mate change, and production cost as
major threats to food production in
Canada.

Implementation of the plan, accord-
ing to federal officials, is going to take
place gradually over several years
through a series of policy measures as
well as investment and partnership pro-
grams. Further information about the

particular measures will be revealed as

the
plan progresses.

This move by the government con-
stitutes one component of their overall
economic strategy aimed at improving
the competitiveness and resilience of
Canadian businesses. According to offi-
cials, the food security strategy will
serve the purpose of helping the country
prepare for the future and achieve sus-
tainable development in the agriculture
and agri-food industry.

As the governments and industries
around the world find themselves in a
growingly difficult international climate,
the new strategy, according to the federal
government, will create a platform for
maintaining a resilient food supply sys-
tem for Canadians.














































































