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Eyes of the world on Toronto

The City of Toronto is hosting six matches and FIFA Fan Festival Toronto
from June 11 to July 19. Games in Toronto kick off this Friday (June 12) with the
first-ever men’s FIFA World Cup match on Canadian soil and featuring Canada’s
Men’s National Team and conclude with a round of 32 match on July 2.

Embodying the “The World in a City” theme, Toronto showcases its passion
for soccer and multicultural identity. The City’s diverse neighbourhoods, united
by a profound love for soccer, eagerly anticipate welcoming fans from around the
world. FIFA fan festival events will be held at the Fort York National Historic Site
& The Bentway. Above Mayor Olivia Chow celebrates the start of festivities.

The six matches in Toronto are Friday, June 12: Canada vs. Bosnia and Herze-
govina (Canada's opening match); Tuesday, June 16: Ghana vs. Panama; Friday,
June 19: Germany vs. Cote d'Ivoire; Monday, June 22: Panama vs. Croatia; Thurs-
day, June 25: Senegal vs. Iraq; and Tuesday, June 30: Round of 32 Match

 Corporate & Commercial Law
Rishani Vettyvel, BBA, LLB, LLM

Direct 416 261 1544 Fax. 416 291 1544

Asylum Claims * Small Claims Court
Entrepreneur and Investor « Landlord & Tenant Board
Streams « Traffic Tickets Defence

¢ Procedural Fairness Responses « Human Rights Commission

19, 695 Markham Road, Scarborough, ON, M1H2A5

Ph: 6478712444 info@javedlegal.ca

For Accounting please contact: Behroz: 437- 410-7999

Guyana eyes stronger India partnership

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali on Tuesday met with an advance delegation
from India as Guyana and India move to strengthen bilateral relations ahead of a
proposed visit by India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr Subrahmanyam Jais-
hankar.

The delegation was led by Secretary of Economic Relations in India’s Min-
istry of External Affairs, Shri Sudhakar Dalela, and included senior officials from
the country’s foreign affairs and defence ministries. Former High Commissioner
to Guyana Dr Amit Shivkumar Telang and others were also part of the meeting.

During the engagement at the Office of the President, President Ali, accom-
panied by members of his Cabinet, underscored the importance of deepening co-
operation between the two countries and advancing strategic partnerships across
key sectors. He highlighted opportunities for expanded collaboration in energy,
agriculture, government efficiency, trade and finance, while discussions also fo-
cused on information and communications technology.
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Province takes control of
Gardiner, DVP from city

By MIlan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

| S yo u r | 0 n g-te rm p I a n Ontario will be handed ownership of two of Toronto’s busiest highways in fall
. A % 1 2027, a move the provincial government says will help support transportation in-
built for the long-term?

frastructure and reduce financial pressures on the city.

Ownership and management of the Gardiner Expressway and the Don Valley
Parkway (DVP) will be transferred to the province on September 1, 2027, after ne-
gotiations between Ontario and the City of Toronto in 2023 within the framework
of a financial agreement between the parties.

According to the government, the transfer will allow Toronto to free up
Life is full of surprises, but with the right preparation, you can money that was used to maintain and rehabilitate the expressways and use them in
approach each moment with confidence. Our mission is to craft addressing other issues that the city needs to address. The province estimates that
personalized strategies that are designed to evolve with you, thls transfer.wﬂl save the city hundreds of millions of dollars in capital and opera-

imi help your plans stay aligned with your goals tional costs in the coming years. :
aiming to helpy yallg your goafs. The provincial government said that preparations are underway to ensure a
Get in touch to explore personalized plans tailored seamless shift of ownership and management over the next two years.
to your individual needs. The Gardiner Expressway and the DVP are major transportation arteries in the
GTA with hundreds of thousands of cars traveling on them daily. Both highways
play an important role as a link between commuting and business operations in the

L ]

Isa M. Rahamat region.

Financial Advisor According to the Ontario provincial Minister of Transportation, Prabmeet
905-605-7400 ext.110 Sarkaria, the agreement demonstrates the provincial government's effort to invest
416-346-8883 in transportation infrastructure and support municipalities. Likewise, the mayor of
isa.rahamat@manulifewealth.ca Toronto, Olivia Chow, welcomed the agreement saying it would give the city more
5451 Highway 7, Suite 206 room to finance their priorities.

Woodbridge, On L4L 0B2 The assumption of control of the highways by the province would help them

plan and invest in necessary transportation infrastructure in the long run while pro-
, A . , moting regional economic growth. The deal is anticipated after 2027 when the final

Get in touch for a free portfolio review if you have $100K or more in investable assets. With .

over 25 years of experience advising clients, we're here to help. stage of preparations for the handover would be made.
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FHOM US$229M TO FASTEST GROWTH—
PRESIDENT ALI MARKS ECONOMIC LEAP IN
DIAMOND JUBILEE ADDRESS
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President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali addressing thousands of Guyanese
and overseas visitors during the flag-raising ceremony for Guyana’s

60th Independence Anniversary at Fort Island along the Essequibo
River

PRESIDENT ALI FEATURED ON COVER OF GUYANA AND BARBADOS BREAK REGIONAL GROUND GUYANA PULLS OFF HISTORIC
REGIONAL ENERGY MAGAZINE WITH DIGITAL ID TRAVEL SYSTEM 20,000KM HEART SURGERY
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FROM US$229M TO FASTEST GROWTH— PRESIDENT ALI MARKS

ECONOMIC LEAP IN DIAMOND JUBILEE ADDRESS

The historic flag-raising
ceremony at Fort Island

From a  newly
independent nation
with foreign-controlled
industries and limited
economic power to a
rapidly expanding oil
producer, Guyana’s 60-
year journey was laid out
by President Dr. Irfaan
Ali during his Diamond
Jubilee address, which
charted a sharp rise
in  national wealth,
sovereignty and global
standing.

Speaking at the
historic flag-raising
ceremony held for the
first time at Fort Island,

the President contrasted
the economic reality
of 1966 with today’s
transformed landscape,
describing independence
as a moment when
Guyana had “a new
flag and anthem, but
not full control of
its economy.” He said
key sectors at the time,
including sugar, bauxite,
banking and commerce,
remained largely under
foreign ownership,
limiting national benefit
from local resources.
President Ali told
the  gathering that
Guyana’s economy at
independence stood at
just US$229 million,
with a per capita income
of US$344, and was
heavily dependent on
external interests. He
said this structure left
the country vulnerable
and economically
constrained despite its
political independence.
Sixty years later,
he said, Guyana has
emerged as one of the

Wy from

world’s  fastest-growing
economies, citing
International Monetary
Fund data that placed
the country at the top
globally for real GDP
growth between 2022
and 2024, averaging 47
percent annually. He
added that the nation
is now projected to
approach a per capita

B ey o n d
hydrocarbons, he
highlighted what
he described as
“visible nation-
building”  including
the construction and
rehabilitation of more
than 10,000 roads and
430 bridges since 2020.
These projects, he said,
have strengthened

The historic flag-raising ceremony at Fort Island

income of US$38,000
by 2028, marking one of
the most rapid economic
shifts in modern history.
The President
attributed this
transformation to a
combination of natural
resource  development
and national investment
strategies, particularly
the expansion of the oil
and gas sector. He noted
that offshore production
the  Stabroek
Block now exceeds
915,000 barrels per day,
positioning Guyana as
South America’s third-
largest oil producer.

connectivity ~ between
coastal and hinterland
communities and
improved  access to
services  that  were
previously out of reach
for many citizens.
President Ali
also pointed to major
investmentsineducation,
housing and healthcare,
alongside a national
budget that surpassed
$1 trillion for the first
time. He described
these developments
as evidence that
economic  growth is
being translated into
tangible improvements

in citizens’ daily lives.
However, he
cautioned that wealth
alone does not define
transformation. “‘A
nationis transformed
by what it builds
for its people,” he
said, urging careful
management of national

resources, including
savings  for  future
generations through

the Natural Resources
Fund. He stressed that
spending must be guided
by discipline, long-term
planning and national
priorities.

The President also
referenced  upcoming
technological milestones,
including a landmark
remote cardiac surgery
initiative linking Guyana
and India, which he said
reflects the country’s
growing integration
into global innovation
networks.

While  celebrating
economic progress,
President Ali

acknowledged ongoing

geopolitical ~ tensions,
reaffirming  Guyana’s
sovereignty over the

Essequibo region. He
described the territory
as “indisputably
Guyanese”, citing the
1899 Arbitral Award and
ongoing proceedings at
the International Court

of Justice.
He said Guyana
remains confident in

international law while
continuing to pursue
diplomacy and peaceful
resolution. At the same
time, he emphasised
national unity, calling
on citizens to reject
division and embrace
what he termed the “One
Guyana” vision.

The address formed
the  centrepiece  of
Guyana’s Diamond
Jubilee  Independence
celebrations, staged at
Fort Island for the first
time, a location the
President described as
symbolically important
to the nation’s history
and its future.
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Private Sector Commission

Senior Minister in
the Office of the President
with Responsibility
for Finance, Dr Ashni
Singh, has urged local
businesses to  think
bigger, innovate faster
and position themselves
to compete on the
regional and global stage
as Guyana’s economy
continues its  rapid
transformation.

Addressing business
leaders, diplomats and
members of the corporate
community at the 34th
Annual General Meeting
of the Private Sector
Commission (PSC)

Dr. Singh at the 34th Annual General Meeting of the

recently, Dr Singh said
Guyana’s unprecedented
economic growth
has created a unique
opportunity for local
companies to expand
beyond the country’s
borders.

W h i 1 e
acknowledging the
remarkable  progress
made over the past
five years, the finance
minister stressed that
Guyana’s full potential
remains untapped.

“We are doing
a lot better than
before, but have
we exhausted our

GUYANESE COMPANIES MUST BECOME
REGIONAL GIANTS - FINANCE MINISTER

potential? I rather
suspect that you
would agree with me
that we have not,” he
told the gathering at the

! Guyana Marriott Hotel.

Dr Singh reaffirmed
the government’s
commitment to
supporting business
development, describing
the administration as
“unapologetically
pro-business” because
private sector growth
translates into jobs,

incomes and improved
living standards for
Guyanese families.

Drawing inspiration
from regional corporate
giants such as MASSY
and ANSA  McAL,
which  evolved from
modest beginnings
into multinational
enterprises, the minister
challenged local
entrepreneurs to pursue

similar ambitions.

“President
Ali’s  vision for
Guyana is a vision
where Guyanese
companies will be
the next big regional
conglomerates with
a global footprint,” he
said.

The minister
also called for higher
standards across the
business  community,
arguing that the level
of professionalism and
quality ~ demonstrated
by Guyanese companies
operating in the oil and
gas sector should become
the benchmark for every

industry.

He encouraged
businesses to embrace
innovation, digitisation
and strategic
partnerships while
improving customer

service and operational

efficiency.

PSC Chairman
Captain Gerry Gouveia
echoed those sentiments,
urging companies to
collaborate through
partnerships and
consortia to  access
larger investment
opportunities and
compete more effectively
internationally.

As Guyana’s skyline

s

Dr. Singh at the 34th Annual General Meeting of the
Private Sector Commission

The Private Sector
Commission of Guyana L il

panal] (e %I%'IJ

changes with new roads,
hotels and commercial
developments, both
leaders agreed that the
next phase of national
transformation will
depend on businesses
becoming more
innovative, globally
competitive and capable
of delivering world-class
service at home and
abroad.
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PRESIDENT ALI FEATURED ON COVER OF
REGIONAL ENERGY MAGAZINE

President Ali headlines regional energy magazine as
Guyana’s rise gains global attention

Guyana’s  rapidly
growing oil wealth is
not the destination, it is
the vehicle carrying the
country toward a future
of greater opportunity,
stronger public services
and lasting prosperity.

That was the central
message from President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan
Ali during an in-depth
interview featured in a
special edition of Energia
e Hidrocarburos Plus
(EH+), a Dominican
Republic-based
energy publication
that has dedicated its
latest issue entirely to
Guyana’s  remarkable
transformation.

The magazine, whose
cover features President
Ali, describes Guyana
as one of the most
influential  investment
and energy destinations
in Latin America and
the Caribbean. It was
officially launched at

the Pegasus Suites and
Corporate Centre in
Kingston, Georgetown.

For President Al
however, the story of
Guyana is about far
more than oil production
figures or economic
statistics.

Instead, he spoke
of a country using its
newfound resources to
reshape everyday life
through better roads,

modern hospitals,
improved schools
and new economic
opportunities  for its
people.

At the centre of that
vision is Vision 2030, the
government’s long-term
development  strategy
aimed at modernising
Guyana while building
a more diversified and
resilient economy.

Among the projects
highlighted was the new
Demerara River Bridge,
which the president
described as a symbol

of a broader national
transformation.

“This project is
a critical artery that

{ pumps life into Vision

2030,” President Ali
said, noting that the
bridge is designed to
connect communities,

create opportunities and
remove barriers that once
slowed development.

Yet the bridge, he
stressed, represents only

of offshore oil reserves.
Despite the country’s
unprecedented economic
growth, President Ali

emphasised that the
government  remains
focused on ensuring

that oil revenues benefit
both present and future
generations.

“We are defying
the so-called ‘oil
curse’ by ensuring
that our oil wealth is

—

President Ali headlines regional energy magazine as
Guyanda’s rise gains global attention

one part of a much larger
undertaking.

“Beyond bridges,
we are building the
foundational pillars
of a new Guyana,”

he said. “We are
not just building
infrastructure; we
are building the

skeleton of a new
nation.”

The interview comes
at a time when Guyana
continues to attract
global attention following
the discovery of more
than 11 billion barrels

a down payment on
our children’s future,
not a lottery ticket for
today,” he said.
According to the
president, the Natural
Resource Fund plays
a critical role in that

effort, safeguarding
petroleum revenues and
directing  investments
toward infrastructure,
healthcare,  education
and economic
diversification.

While much of the
interview focused on
national  development,

it also provided a rare
glimpse into the personal
side of leadership.

PresidentAlirevealed
that his days begin
with prayer, gratitude
and reflection before
the responsibilities of
office take over. He also
reflected on lessons from
his parents, including
one that continues to
shape his approach to
public service: “Service is
the rent you pay for your
place on Earth.”

Looking toward
2030, he envisions a
Guyana that balances
economic growth
with environmental
sustainability, stronger
public institutions
and deeper regional
partnerships.

Yet beneath
confidence often
associated with
leadership, the president
acknowledged the
responsibility that
comes with guiding a
nation through such a
transformative period.

“The weight
of expectation
is a constant
companion,” he
said. “Behind the
confidence is the
profound fear of
failing the hope in a

the

child’s eyes.”
That  sense  of
responsibility, he

suggested, remains the

driving force behind
Guyana’s ongoing
transformation.

President Ali headlines
regional energy
magazine as Guyana’s
rise gains global
attention

The special edition’s
Editor-in-Chief, Idalia
Cabrera, described the
publication as a historic
milestone. It marks
the first time a sitting
foreign president has
appeared on the cover of
a specialised Dominican

magazine.

Cabrera said
the edition reflects
a  Caribbean region
undergoing  significant
change, driven by
stronger regional
partnerships, new
opportunities in the

energysectorandashared
vision for sustainable
development.
The publication
also  explores  the
growing  relationship
between Guyana and the
Dominican  Republic,
highlighting expanding
opportunities in trade,
investment, logistics and
energy cooperation.

GUYANA ENTERS EU-FUNDED CYBER COMPETENCE NETWORK

Guyana’s move to join LAC4 will strengthen

cybersecurity capacity

Guyana is stepping
up its digital security
capabilities after
formallyjoining the Latin
America and Caribbean

Cyber Competence
Centre (LAC4), gaining
access to advanced

training, forensic tools,
and regional expertise
aimed at strengthening

national cyber resilience.

The agreement was
signed at the Office of
the Prime Minister in
Georgetown,  marking
Guyana as the 19th
member of the EU-
funded initiative that
connects countries
across Latin America,
the Caribbean, and

Europe.
Through its
membership,  Guyana

will now have access to
a state-of-the-art hybrid
training facility, a digital
forensic laboratory,
and a cyber range, tools
designed to simulate
real-world cyberattacks
and help professionals
respond effectively to

digital threats.
Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret’d)

Mark Phillips said the
partnership comes at a
critical time as Guyana

expands its  digital
services and modernises
public systems.

“As our nation
continues to embrace
technology and
expand digital
services, we
recognise that this
progress must be

supported by strong

cyber resilience
and effective risk
management,” he said.
Headded thatjoining
LAC4 strengthens
Guyana’s ability to build
technical capacity while
deepening cooperation
with  regional  and
international partners.
Head of LACy,
Leonardo Daniel Ortega
Prudencio, = welcomed
Guyana’s entry, noting
that the country has
already taken part in
more than 120 activities
with the centre since
2022, including work
on national  cyber
emergency planning.
General =~ Manager
the National
Management
(NDMA),

of
Data
Authority
Christopher Deen,
said the partnership
aligns with Guyana’s
broader  cybersecurity

strategy, which
focuses on awareness,
preparedness, and
strengthening ~ public
sector defences.

The LAC4 centre,

based in the Dominican

Republic, wasestablished
in 2022 to support
regional  cybersecurity
development  through
training, research, and
collaboration.

Guyana’s move to join LAC4 will strengthen

cybersecurity capacity
































































































