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Ali, Holness meet, talk partnership

Guyana President Dr. Irfaan Ali and Prime Minister of Jamaica Dr. Andrew
Holness have pledged to not only strengthen the friendship and co-operation that
the two nations share, but to partner in critical areas for the benefit of all their cit-
izens.

During Holness’ recent visit to Guyana, the leaders signed several agreements
that will help honour those commitments.

During the meeting, they emphasised their mutual commitment to further
strengthen the enduring ties of friendship and cooperation between their two coun-
tries and peoples and to advance a strategic partnership for the future, aimed at
enhancing integration, promoting sustainable development, and advancing the
well-being of their peoples. The areas of strategic co-operation that were discussed
included agriculture and food security, energy, science, technology and innovation,
including robotics for healthcare, education through training and development,
tourism, as well as opportunities for private sector collaboration and investment.
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Corentyne Bridge must bhe a joint venture

THE Government of Guyana has reaffirmed that the proposed bridge across
the Corentyne River must continue as a joint venture with Suriname, rejecting sug-
gestions that only one country should assume sole responsibility for financing the
project.

In a statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Co-
operation, the government said it has taken note of a recent statement from Suri-
name concerning the financing of the bridge and stressed that the project had, from
its inception, been conceived as a shared undertaking between the two states.

“From the inception of this initiative, the bridge has been conceived as a joint
project,” the Foreign Affairs Ministry said.

Refuting Suriname’s claim that discussions were held in May regarding its
intention to pursue the project independently, the ministry emphasised that the
meeting focused on Guyana’s assistance in response to the severe flooding in Suri-
name.
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Is your long-term plan
built for the long-term?

Life is full of surprises, but with the right preparation, you can Olivia Chow (I) and Brad Bradford
approach each moment with confidence. Our mission is to craft

personalized strategies that are designed to evolve with you, Ra Ce fo r TO rO ntO MayO r tight'

aiming to help your plans stay aligned with your goals.

Get in touch to explore personalized plans tailored e n S b etwee n Ch OW, B I'a dfO I'd

to your individual needs.

By Mllan Maharaj
Isa M. Rahamat LJI REPORTER
Financial Advisor
:2:2223 ;:g ext.110 Mayor of Toronto Olivia Chow is still leading her competitor Brad Bradford

in the race for the post of mayor in Toronto, according to the latest public opinion
poll that also shows most people in Toronto feel that hosting games during the
2026 FIFA World Cup has been good for the city.

According to a survey conducted by Liaison Strategies, Olivia Chow is lead-
ing Brad Bradford by nine percentage points among the decided voters, with 49 per
Getin lo;ewm;o&aef!rsgnn;rgglia% ;mcilfmmbh::grjm@h:ﬁr_e in investable assets. With cent of the voters backing Mayor Chow and 40 per cent favouring Brad Bradford,

the councillor for Beaches—East York. The rest were undecided about their choice
or had backed another candidate.

Even as Olivia Chow leads the race, this poll seems to indicate that Brad
. Bradford has managed to cut down the margin in comparison to previous polls.

" l Manullfe Previous polling carried out in spring had shown that the mayor was leading with a
Wealth bigger margin.

The survey also asked the public about their opinions regarding the hosting of
the FIFA World Cup by the city of Toronto. The results show that 61 percent of the
respondents found the hosting of World Cup games beneficial for the city of
Toronto, and a smaller number of people had negative views about the event. The
results indicate that the citizens have a positive attitude despite ongoing discus-
sions concerning the cost of the tournament.

Among the various North American cities chosen to host the games of the ex-
panded 2026 FIFA World Cup is the city of Toronto. Thousands of spectators have
visited the city to witness the event, and the officials of the city have promoted the
game as an opportunity for Toronto to present itself worldwide along with generat-
ing business activities.

The tournament has received criticism from certain citizens and advocacy
groups, raising concerns regarding the cost of hosting the games and its justifica-
tions.

However, despite the foregoing criticism, the most recent poll revealed that a
majority of Toronto residents still regard the World Cup as having a positive effect
on the city. This poll revealed that there is support from different categories of resi-
dents for the event, and therefore it could be argued that the tournament was
viewed favorably by many.

There are a number of issues that will form the basis of the mayoral election
in the coming months, and some of these include the cost of housing, public trans-
port, infrastructural development, public safety, and the financial status of the city.
There are two candidates who have put forth their ideas regarding the above men-

S - ‘ = tioned issues. Liaison Strategies has been conducting an IVR poll amongst Toronto
ONE-STOP CONSTRUCTION residents. Like any other public opinion polls, the results of the poll reflect voter
SERVICES sentiments at the time of polling and are not set in stone.

With a few more months left until voters go to the polls, the study indicates
that Chow will go into the next phase of the race with a clear advantage, although
. Residential / Commercial . Natural Stone . Shed/Gazebo Bradford is still gathering momentum. On the other hand, the positive public per-

. ; : . ception of the World Cup's success in Toronto can be considered a good foundation
i Drivewdy | Walkway * Brick & Stone B Sehotalon for assessing its long-term effects on the city. ¢
+ Asphalt / concrete
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SECURITY, FINANCE, AGRICULTURE LEAD NEW

PHASE OF GUYANA-JAMAICA COOPERATION

Guyana and Jamaica
have significantly
expanded bilateral

cooperation after signing
a series of Memoranda
of Understanding
(MOUs) at State House
in Georgetown, setting
the stage for deeper

collaboration across
agriculture, security,
finance, housing,

technology, and climate
resilience.

The agreements
were signed by Guyana’s
Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International

Cooperation, Hugh
Todd, and Jamaica’s
Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Foreign

Trade, Kamina Johnson
Smith, during the official
two-day visit of Jamaican
Prime Minister Andrew

Holness.

Among the key
agreements is  an
MOU on agriculture

cooperation aimed at
strengthening food and
nutrition security while

advancing regional
agricultural integration
goals, including support
for CARICOM’s “25 by
2025 plus five” initiative
to reduce the region’s
food import bill. The
partnership is expected

His Excellency Dr Irfaan Ali and the Prime Minister of Jamaica, Dr the Most

on defence and security
cooperation will enhance
collaboration in security
capacity-building  and
regional stability. It

provides for structured
information-sharing
regular

mechanisms,

-

on financial services
cooperation, committing

to modernise
financial systems,
strengthen  regulatory
and institutional

frameworks, and build
capacity

technical

Honourable Andrew Holness, witnessed the signing of multiple Memoranda of

Understanding.

to focus on institutional
strengthening, human
resource development,
innovation, education,
and trade facilitation
between the two
countries.

A second agreement

bilateral  consultations
on defence and security
policy, and improved
coordination in
international  security
engagements.

The two  sides
also signed an MOU

across the sector. The
agreement aligns with
effortstodeepen financial
integration and improve
economic resilience in
both countries.
President Mohamed
Irfaan Ali  described

the visit as a “working
engagement” focused
on practical outcomes
rather than ceremonial
diplomacy, noting
that both sides had
identified multiple
areas for immediate
implementation. He said
additional agreements
are expected as
cooperation deepens.
President Ali
highlighted progress in
discussions on energy,
housing, tourism,
cybersecurity, and
defence education.
He announced the
establishment of a

# joint working group to

explore energy sector
collaboration and
recommend initiatives
benefiting both countries
and the wider Caribbean

region.

On housing, the
president said local
financial ~ institutions

have already expressed
interest in partnerships
with developers from

both  countries to
advance joint housing
projects. He also pointed
to Jamaica’s established
tourism and cultural
industries as a model
for Guyana’s emerging
“orange economy”.

Prime Minister
Holness said the signed
MOUs represent

only a portion of the

broader  scope  of
engagement  between
the two  countries,

noting that discussions
extended to governance
reform, public sector
modernisation, energy
cooperation, and
regional diplomacy.

He said  both
nations share aligned
priorities on economic
competitiveness and
global engagement,
adding that the depth of
cooperation  discussed
reflects long-term
strategic intent beyond
the formal agreements
signed during the visit.

GAS-TO-ENERGY PROJECT NEARS CRITICAL STAGEAS
ENGINEERS PREPARE FOR COMMISSIONING

‘I l o

Prime Minister Holness and members of the Jamaican
delegation on a site visit of the Gas-to-Energy Project

Guyana’s  Gas-to-
Energy  project has
entered a  decisive
commissioning  phase,
with engineers preparing
to introduce natural
gas into the system
as the country edges
closer to first electricity
generation targeted for
December 2026.

Project Manager
Luis Pirela said during
a site visit to the Wales

Development Zone
by visiting officials,
including Jamaican

Prime Minister Andrew
Holness, that the facility
is now technically ready
for gas introduction and
is operating on a 24-

hour schedule to meet
the deadline.

He explained
that methane will be
extracted to fuel power
generation, while other
gas components will
be condensed into
liquids for storage and
industrial use. “The
facility separates
the molecules and
extracts  methane,
which is then sent to
the power generation
system as fuel,” Pirela
said.

He added that by-
products could support
future industries such as
cooking gas supply and
plastics manufacturing.

The project, developed
with input from about
20 countries, is expected
to reduce electricity
costs and strengthen
energy security once
operational.

Pirela  said the
plant is in its second
phase, involving
turbine preparation and
supporting systems,
and will initially operate
in simple-cycle mode
before shifting to a more

efficient combined-
cycle configuration.
Construction of this

phase is expected to be
completed within three
months, followed by
turbine assembly.

“The target
is to start power
generation in

December 2026,” he
confirmed, noting that
teams are working “24
hours a day, seven
days a week” to keep
the project on schedule.

The facility is
designed to process 50
million standard cubic
feet of natural gas per
day, with capacity for
future expansion to 120
million standard cubic
feet daily.

GUYANA'S ROBOTIC SURGERY UNIT
DRAWS REGIONAL SPOTLIGHT

The Georgetown
Public Hospital
Corporation (GPHC)
showcased its expanding
medical capabilities,
including its robotic-
assisted surgery
programme, during

a high-level visit by
Jamaican Prime Minister
Andrew Holness and
Jamaica’s Minister of

Health Christopher
Tufton.
The delegation

visited the hospital on
June 26, 2026, where
officials were introduced

to Guyana’s growing use
of advanced medical
technology,  including
the Mantra Freedom60o
robotic surgical system.
The  visiting  team
was accompanied by
Guyana’s Minister of
Health Frank Anthony
and  senior GPHC
officials.

The system enables
minimally invasive
procedures with greater
precision, reduced
recoverytimes,andlower
risk of complications. It
has also been linked to

what officials described
as the world’s longest-
distance robotic heart
surgery performed
across continents.

Chief Executive
Officer of GPHC Robbie
Rambarran said the
visit reflects growing
regional confidence in
Guyana’s healthcare
transformation.

He noted that the
presence of a CARICOM
head of government
underscores the
country’s progress
in modern medical

innovation and opens
opportunities for deeper
regional collaboration in
training and specialist
care.

The Jamaican
delegation also observed
a live demonstration
of a robotic-assisted
surgery as part of the
tour, gaining insight
into how the technology
is improving patient
outcomes at GPHC.

Rambarran
added that interest in
Guyana’s healthcare
advancements continues

Jamaican PM tours GPHC pioneering robotic surgery
technology

to grow, following a
similar visit earlier in
May by Barbados Prime
Minister Mia Amor
Mottley.

Officials the
back-to-back visits
from regional leaders
signal Guyana’s

say

emergence as a hub for
advanced  healthcare
in the Caribbean and
strengthen prospects
for  cooperation in
medical training,
technology sharing, and
specialist services across
CARICOM.
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GOVT HELPING HOMEOWNERS WITH MORTGAGE COST

President Ali opening the
International Building
Expo 2026

First-time
homeowners will now
be able to significantly
reduce their tax bills after
Government expanded
mortgage relief and
doubled the income tax
ceiling for home loans to
$30 million.

The announcement
was made by President

Mohamed Irfaan Ali
at the opening of the
International  Building
Expo, where he outlined
a series of measures
aimed at easing the cost
of homeownership and

accelerating  housing
delivery.

Under the revised
Section 28 of the

Income Tax Act, first-
time homeowners will

now be able to deduct |

the full interest paid on
their mortgages from
their taxable income,
significantly  reducing
annual tax obligations.
“What does
this mean in
practice? It means
the government is
sharing the cost of
your mortgage with
you,” President Ali

said. “We’re not just
giving you access to a

direct financial

for families, with

relief pressures.

The President noted

loan. We are making homeowners effectlvely that demand for housing

President Ali opening the International Building Expo
2026

the government your
partner in building

your home.”
He said the policy
would translate into

receiving money back
each year when filing
taxes, improving
disposable income
and easing repayment

continues to surge, with
81,000 applications
currently in the system.
Of these, 67,000 are
new applicants who
entered since 2020, with
an average applicant
age of 23, reflecting
strong youth demand for
homeownership.

He also addressed
the issue of land title
processing, stating that
30,000 titles have been
completed since 2020,
while just over 20,000
remain outstanding. He
pledged to accelerate
delivery, saying the
backlog would be cleared
at a much faster pace
under a new housing
development strategy.

“What we took
five years to process,
we will not take a
single year,” he said.

President Ali also
pointed to declining
mortgage interest rates
across commercial banks
and the New Building
Society, with  some
institutions now offering
rates as low as 3.5 per

cent alongside full
construction financing
options.

He said the reforms
form part of a broader
push to make housing
more affordable,
accessible, and
responsive to the needs
of vulnerable groups,
including single parents,
persons with disabilities,
and low-income families.

LAND TITLES NOW PROCESSED IN

UNDER THREE MONTHS

The Government has
reduced the processing
time for land titles from
more than six months
to within three months,
according to Minister of
Housing Collin Croal.

He made the
announcement at
the opening of the
International  Building
Expo 2026 at the Guyana
National Stadium in
Providence,  crediting
improved inter-agency
coordination with the
Deeds and Commercial
Registries Authority for

clearing a longstanding
backlog.

“Looking back at
the last five years,
we were able to
process over 25,000
titles, and this year
alone, for the first
six months, we have
already processed
over 6,500 titles,”
Croal said.

Heexplained that the
backlog grew alongside
the rapid expansion of

the national housing
programme, which
significantly  increased

the number of land titles
issued by the Central
Housing and Planning
Authority (CH&PA).

The Ministry has
since worked closely
with the Land Registry to
speed up approvals and
improve efficiency.

According to
Minister Croal, more
than 53,000 house lots
were allocated between
2020 and 2025, with over
45 per cent benefitting
low-income earners.

The government
has also committed to

constructing more than
40,000 new homes over
the next five years as part
of its housing strategy.

Minister within the
Ministry of Housing
Vanessa  Benn also
highlighted the CH&PA’s
single-window  system,
which allows building
applications to  be
processed on a shared
digital ~ platform  to
improve  transparency
and speed.

DI

New landowners from Lusignan, Region Four,
collecting their Certificates of Title at the expo.

OVER 1,000 HOUSE LOTS ALLOCATED, 2,100 TITLES DISTRIBUTED
AT BI.III.DING EXPO ‘DREAM REALISED’ INITIATIVE

f '“'\

Residents of Leonora, Region Three, and Good Hope,
Region Four, collecting their Certificates of Title

Thousands of
Guyanese  benefitted
from housing services
and  homeownership
opportunities  during
the Ministry of Housing
and Water’s ‘Dream
Realised’ initiative at the
International Building
Exposition 2026, with
more than 1,000 house
lots allocated and over
2,100 land titles made
available for collection.

Housing and Water
Minister Collin Croal said
the initiative brought

critical housing services
directly to citizens,
reducing processing
times while expanding
access to government
programmes designed to
support homeownership.

Among the major
achievements of the
four-day event was
the  distribution  of
certificates of title to
residents of Plantation
Vriesland, Laurencia/
Catherina,  Plantation
Leonora West, Good
Hope and Plantation

= Lusignan.

“We've made
available over 2,100
certificates of title,
with at least over
50 per cent already
uplifted,” Minister
Croal disclosed.

Persons who were
unable to collect their
documents during the
exposition can still do so
at the ministry’s central
office or the Region
Three Housing Office.

The minister also
announced that more
than 1,000 house lots
were allocated along
the East Coast of
Demerara, while over
700 allottees signed
sale agreements for
residential developments
at Vive La Force, West
Bank Demerara and De
Kinderen on the West
Coast of Demerara.

In addition, more
than 70 steel and cement

subsidy vouchers valued
at over $17 million were
distributed to eligible
beneficiaries in Region
Three to assist with
home construction.

The housing
drive formed part of a

broader effort by the
government to expand
homeownership and
support the growing
demand for housing
among Guyanese,
particularly young
people.

During a  visit
to the  exposition,

President Dr Mohamed

interacted with several
young attendees, many
of whom had already
applied for house lots and
were pursuing studies
through the Government
of Guyana  Online
Academy of Learning
(GOAL) scholarship
programme.

The growing interest
among young Guyanese
was also reflected in
the banking sector’s
response. Commercial
banks used the exposition
to promote mortgage

Irfaan Ali encouraged g

to capitalise
opportunities

youths
on

being created through |

Guyana’s rapid economic
growth, including
access education,
technical training,
entrepreneurship  and
housing programmes.
The president

to

products tailored to first-
time homeowners, with
some offering on-site
pre-approvals.

Demerara
Bank reported that
approximately 90 per
cent of its home mortgage
portfolio consists of
customers aged 30
years and  younger,
highlighting increasing
confidence among young
Guyanese seeking to own
their first homes.

Vive La Force Block A residents, West Bank Demerara,
complete processing of Agreements of Sale for
previously allocated house lots
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JAMAICA'S PM PRAISES GUYANA'S TRANSFORMATION, CALLS

HOUSII\IG MODEL A CARIBBEAN BEI\ICHMAHK

Jamaican Prime Minister Andrew Holness gets a
firsthand look at Guyana’s housing sector at the
Guyana Building Expo 2026
Prime Minister of
Jamaica Andrew Holness

has praised Guyana’s
rapid  transformation
and expanding housing
sector, describing the
country’s  development
trajectory as “fantastic”
and a model for the
Caribbean region.

He made the remarks
at the opening of the
International ~ Building
Expo 2026 at the Guyana
National ~Stadium in
Providence, where
he joined President
Mohamed Irfaan Ali and
thousands of attendees
for the start of the four-
day event.

Reflecting on his
last visit to Guyana
nearly eight years ago,

Holness said the changes
he witnessed were
“remarkable”, noting
significant progress
across  infrastructure,
housing and national
development.
“Thedevelopment
can only be described
as fantastic,” he said,
adding that Guyana’s
6oth Independence
anniversary marks an
important moment to
reflect on its progress
and future direction.
Holness commended
the Government’s
housing  programme,
stressing that access to
secure housing plays a
central role in economic
stability, social mobility
and national prosperity.

He said Guyana’s
approach goes beyond
house construction,
pointing to investments
in serviced lots,
roads, drainage,
water, electricity
and community
infrastructure.

“Your  housing
programme has
involved not just
houses, but serviced
land, roads, drainage,
water, electricity and
above all... you are
investing in building
communities,” he said.

The Jamaican Prime
Minister also highlighted
the  importance  of
integrating housing
development with
broader systems,
including transport,
healthcare,  education
and digital connectivity.

He further praised
efforts to streamline
approval processes in the
housing sector, noting
that reduced timelines
reflect strong governance
and administrative
efficiency.

Drawi
comparisons

ng
with

Jamaica, Holness said
his country is working
to address a housing
deficit of about 150,000
units.
is available, he said the
main challenge lies in
supply-side constraints,
including labour
shortages, contractor
capacity and approval
bottlenecks.

He pointed to
potential ~ areas  of
cooperation  between |

While financing &

A selectmn of housing units exhibited by private
developers during the International Building Expo

2026

Jamaica and Guyana in - g

housing  construction,
workforce development
and the use of
emerging construction
technologies.

Holness also thanked |

Guyana for its support
following the impact of a
Category Five hurricane
on Jamaica, noting
Guyana’s rapid response
and deployment of relief
supplies and engineering
support through the
Guyana Defence Force.
Hesaid theassistance
reflected strong
Caribbean solidarity and
regional partnership in
times of crisis.
Turning

to  the

The Ministry of Housing — Central Housing and
Planning Authority’s model homes

future, Holness urged
Caribbean countries to
embrace innovation and
accelerate development
using modern
technologies.

“This is the era of
getting things done at
the speed of thought,”
he said, warning that the
region must keep pace
with global technological
change.

He  congratulated
Guyana on its
Independence
anniversary and
commended the
organisers  of  the
International  Building
Expo, expressing
confidence that Guyana’s
growth will continue
to serve as a regional
example.

GUYANA TO BUILD 300 HOMES IN SECOND

PHASE OF JAMAICA HURRICANE RECOVERY

Guyana will begin a
second phase of support
for Jamaica’s recovery
from Hurricane Melissa
with the construction
of more than 300
homes, President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has
announced.

The  commitment
was made at the opening
of the International
Building Expo at the
Guyana National
Stadium in Providence,
where Jamaican Prime
Minister Dr Andrew
Holness was present.

President Ali said

the initiative forms part
of Guyana’s continued
support following the
devastation caused by
the late-October 2025
hurricane, which left
widespread damage to
homes, hospitals, power
infrastructure and
government buildings.

“Our  promised
second phase of
support in your
recovery programme
will be delivered.
We are known
for keeping our
promises,” the
President said.

He added that the

housing  programme
will engage Guyana’s
construction sector,
including builders,

suppliers and financial
institutions, as work
begins on delivering the
new homes in Jamaica.
“Let us start with
Jamaica in building

that 300-plus
homes,” he said.
Beyond  housing,

President Ali said both
countries are exploring
wider cooperation in
energy, culture and
sport, including athlete

training exchanges and
plans for a regional
cricket academy.
He  described  the

discussions as part of |

a growing partnership
between governments,
private sector actors and
citizens.

Hurricane Melissa,
the most powerful storm
in Jamaica’s recorded

history,  struck in
October 2025, causing
extensive  destruction.

Guyana was among the
first CARICOM  states
to respond, sending
emergency supplies

| Members of the Guyana Defence Force help restore
hurricane-damaged homes in Jamaica following

Hurricane Melissa
including  generators,
tarpaulins, chainsaws,

food, water tanks and
construction materials.
Since then, Guyanese
engineering troops have
been working alongside

the Jamaica Defence
Force on reconstruction
efforts under a regional
recovery mission aimed
at restoring housing
before Christmas.

Attorney General & Minister of Legal Affairs Aml
Nandlall SC, meeting with the Guyana Association of
Bankers Inc. (GABI) and other key stakeholders.

GOVT AND BANKS CLEARPATH FOR
CONDOMINIUM MORTGAGE FINANCING

The government and
the banking sector have
confirmed that Guyana’s
legal and institutional
framework fully supports
condominium mortgage
financing, with no
barriers to registration
under the Condominium
Act 2022.

This was established
during a  high-level
meeting convened
by Attorney General
and Minister of Legal
Affairs Mohabir Anil
Nandlall, SC, at the

Attorney General’s
Chambers,  involving
representatives from the
Guyana Association of
Bankers Inc., (GABI),
the Deeds and Land
Registries, the Central
Housing and Planning
Authority (CHPA), and
legal officers.

Officials  reviewed
existing administrative
processes and agreed
that  while  greater
coordination and staff
training is needed across
agencies, the legislation

itself is sound and fully
operational.

The meeting
concluded that
there are no legal
impediments preventing
financial ~ institutions
from processing
condominium-related
mortgages.

The engagement

forms part of broader
efforts aligned with
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan  Ali’s  directive
for the banking sector
to play a stronger role

in expanding financial
inclusion and improving

access to  housing
finance.
Participants  also

emphasised the need
for closer collaboration
among banks, CHPA
and the Deeds Registry
to improve efficiency
and ensure consistent
application of
procedures within the
housing finance system.
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KEEPING THE DIASPORA INFORMED

GUYANA-BARBADOS E-ID TRAVEL BEGINS AS FIRST

PASSENGERS CROSS BORDER USING DIGITAL CARD

Immigration Officer,
Senior Superintendent
Stephen Telford

Guyana
Barbados have ushered
in a new era of regional

Deputy Chief

and

travel, successfully
completingthefirstcross-
border journey using
electronic identification
(e-ID) cards in a
landmark move aimed
at advancing Caribbean
integration and digital
transformation.

The historic
exercise took place on
Wednesday, July 1,2026,
through the Eugene F.
Correia  International
Airport, where officials
from both countries
observed the full travel
process using digital
identification in place of
traditional passports.

The initiative,
championed by
President Dr. Mohamed
Irfaan Ali and Barbados
Prime Minister Mia
Amor  Mottley, is
designed to modernise
public services, simplify
travel and strengthen
regional  connectivity.
It is the first practical
application of a system
that officials hope will
eventually facilitate
seamless travel across
the Caribbean.

In a
demonstration

symbolic
of

Officials from both countries
process

the programme,
Guyana’s Deputy Chief
Immigration  Officer,
Senior  Superintendent
Stephen Telford,;
Barbados’ Chief
Immigration  Officer,
Margaret Innes; and
Barbados’ Minister of
Innovation,  Industry,

Science and Technology,
Jonathon Reid, became
the first passengers to
travel between the two
countries using only their
respective e-ID cards.

l\

observed the full travel

The exercise tested
every stage of the travel
experience,  including
airline check-in,
immigration processing,
boarding  procedures
and duty-free purchases,
confirming the system’s
readiness for wider use.

Minister of Public
Service, Government
Efficiency and
Implementation,
Zulfikar Ally, described
the launch as a major
achievement born out of

the strong partnership
between  the  two
countries and the vision
of their leaders.

He stressed that the
programme will not be
limited to travel between
Guyana and Barbados.

“We are not going
to stop here. This
card will also be used
for travel throughout
the Caribbean,”
Minister Ally said, adding
that  discussions are
underway with regional
carriers, including
Caribbean Airlines and
LIAT, to expand the
system across the region.

Reid said  the
initiative demonstrates
how technology can be
leveraged to improve
efficiency, remove
barriers and enhance
the quality of life for
Caribbean people.

Telford  described

the development as
an exciting milestone,
noting that citizens can
now travel between
Guyana and Barbados
using a secure digital
identity rather than a
passport.

Meanwhile, Innes
said  the initiative
reflects the longstanding
friendship between
the two countries and
represents a significant

advancement in the
region’s integration
agenda.
Implemented
through  collaboration
among immigration
authorities, customs

agencies, airlines and
other stakeholders, the
e-ID travel system is
expected to streamline
border procedures,
reduce travel friction and
support the Caribbean’s
broader push towards
digitalisation and the
free movement of people.

GUYANA-US PARTNERSHIP STRONGER

THAN EVER - PRESIDENT ALI

Ali said the relationship
is grounded in shared

nations. The president
also commended US

values, mutual respect Ambassador Nicole
and a common Theriot and diplomatic
commitment to representatives  from |
democracy, international both  countries  for  ppesident Al at the 250th Independence Anniversary
peace and the rule of law. strengthening bilateral celebrations |
 Our diplomacy is relations. in infrastructure, responsibility of both
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el 8,000-TONNE RELIEF VESSEL SETTO CARRY MAJOR
5 o g HUMANITARIAN AID TO VENEZUELA

of food, medicine and
emergency supplies from
Guyana to Venezuela
as part of a large-scale
regional response to
devastating earthquakes
that have left widespread
destruction, casualties
and displacement.

The shipment
includes
pharmaceuticals,
medical supplies,
sanitation products,
rice, water and other
essential relief items
intended to support
affected  communities
as rescue and recovery
operations continue.

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali said
the initiative reflects
Guyana’s commitment
to assisting vulnerable
populations, including
children, women, the
elderly and families
impacted by the disaster.

The operation is
being coordinated under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Brigadier
(Retd) Mark Phillips
through a multi-agency

framework  involving
the  Civil  Defence
Commission (CDQ),

Guyana Defence Force
(GDF), Guyana Police

Force, private sector
partners and volunteers.

Ahead of the vessel’s
planned departure, close
to 100 containers of

humanitarian  supplies
were assembled and
processed through
a central facility at
the  Muslim  Youth
Organisation (MYO)
compound on Woolford
Avenue,  Georgetown.
Additional packing
operations were
carried out at the John
Fernandes Limited
Container Terminal
to  ensure efficient
distribution upon

arrival.
The humanitarian
effort  follows  two
powerful  earthquakes
that caused extensive
damage across
Venezuela. Acting
President Delcy
Rodriguez has expressed
gratitude for regional
support, including
assistance from Guyana.
The operation
underscores  Guyana’s
commitment to
regional solidarity
and humanitarian
cooperation as
Venezuela  continues
recovery efforts.

Guyana coordinates major relief operation for
earthquake-ravaged Venezuela.


























































































