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The Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) on Wednesday dismissed an appeal by 

Azruddin Mohamed and his father Nazar “Shell” Mohamed on the grounds that 

Home Affairs Minister Oneidge Walrond’s Authority To Proceed (ATP) for a magis-

trate to hear extradition proceedings was infected with political bias. 

“The substantive appeal is dismissed…The interim stay of the extradition pro-

ceedings imposed by this court on 25th March, 2026, is hereby lifted,”  Justice Denys 

Barrow said.  

The court also found that Mr Azruddin Mohamed also made politically provoca-

tive comments. “The second appellant does not have clean hands. He provoked ver-

bal attacks against him by his own earlier attacks against government officials, or his 

own willing participation in a general brawl of politics,” the judge said. 

The Mohameds are wanted by the United States 

(US) to face trial in a federal court for alleged money 

laundering, wire fraud and mail fraud linked to their 

gold trading business. The Mohameds were sanctioned 

in June 2024 by the United States Treasury Depart-

ment’s Office of Foreign Assets Control for allegedly 

evading more than US$50 million in taxes payable to 

the Guyana government on the export of more than 

10,000 kilogrammes of gold. 

The regional court, which is Guyana’s final court, 

said there  there was no general right to be heard prior 

to the issuance of the ATP and no requirement for the 

minister issuing the ATP to be free from political bias. 

Azruddin Mohamed was named Guyana’s Opposi-

tion leader in January this year, following the Septem-

ber 2025 general election.

Following legal advice obtained from the Director of Public Prosecu-

tions, three employees attached to the Transport and Harbour Department 

were charged with the offence of Murder, contrary to common law, in relation 

to the tragic deaths of passengers who were on board the MV Barima. 

Those charged are Kevin Price (pictured), called “KP”, a 40-year-old 

Captain of Melanie Damishana, East Coast Demerara; Rondell Dwayne 

Roberts, a 42-year-old Chief Mate of Grove Public Road, East Bank Demer-

ara and Delon Granderson, a 33-year-old Goods Superintendent of Fellow-

ship, West Coast Demerara. The matter was transferred to the Charity 

Magistrate’s Court and adjourned to August 3, 2026 following a court ap-

pearnce before Chief Magistrate Judy Latchman on Tuesday.

CCJ dismisses Mohameds’ case against extraditionMurder charge for MV Barima captain, crew 
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Guyana President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali has announced a government 

plan to eliminate the country’s housing backlog by the end of 2027, with pend-

ing applications in every administrative region except Region Four expected to 

be addressed by that time. 

During a social media address on Thursday, Ali said his administration had 

surpassed its commitment to distribute 50,000 house lots over the past five 

years, but demand for housing has continued to rise due to growing economic 

confidence and an increase in new applications. 

“As of early 2026, Guyana faces a housing backlog of approximately 

75,000 to 78,000 pending applications. What is interesting is that over 50,000 

of that backlog is concentrated in Region Four,” Ali said. 

The president noted that 53,000 house lots were distributed between 2020 

and 2025, but the number of new applicants has kept pressure on the housing 

system. 

To address the backlog, the government has developed region-specific 

strategies, including acquiring additional land, developing new housing 

schemes and accelerating infrastructure projects. 

Ali said Regions One, Three, Five, Six, Seven, Nine and Ten are expected 

to clear their backlogs by the end of 2027, while Region Eight is projected to 

achieve that target by the end of 2026. 

For Region Two, where demand continues to increase, the government is 

pursuing additional state and privately owned land to meet both current and fu-

ture housing needs. 

The president acknowledged that Region Four, which includes the capital 

Georgetown and surrounding areas, remains the most difficult challenge be-

cause of limited land availability. “The amount of land being acquired in Re-

gion Four currently can only clear 50 percent of this backlog by the end of 

2027. That is why we are investing heavily in Silica City and opening up new 

housing areas along the Linden-Soesdyke Highway,” Ali said. 

The government has invested nearly $240 billion in the housing sector 

over the past five years, funding the distribution of house lots, development of 

new communities and efforts to increase homeownership opportunities nation-

wide. Ali said the government’s housing agenda is now shifting beyond simply 

providing house lots to-

ward helping more fami-

lies acquire completed 

homes through expanded 

financing options, afford-

able housing programmes 

and targeted assistance for 

vulnerable citizens. 

“We believe that 

every Guyanese who is 

qualified, every Guyanese 

family qualified, should 

be able to live in their 

own home,” the president 

said.

Guyana aims to clear housing back-
log by end of 2027 - President Ali

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali
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Pooja Sutram and Indar Kanhai  join together in bringing you a Song 

that will resides  in your hearts forever  (Tere Naam). 

Pooja is the first Guyanese female singer to Collaborate with the Bolly-

wood Melody King of Trinidad Indar Kanhai  in the Song titled TERE 

NAAM, a true love story in one song.  

From her previous hit PARDESIYA , social media has grabbed the spot-

light of her energetic style and charisma. 

From  a small village of Windsor Forest WCD Guyana , Pooja was born 

into a Chinese and Indian family she inherited the Bollywood Vibes from her 

father .  

Pooja would like to thank the entire musical team of BigRich iconic 

music studio , Masala Entertainment, West Indian Chutney Music and Indar 

Kanhai for their effortless time and dedication in making this project possi-

ble. 

Pooja, Indar team up for Tere Naam

By Andreiko Basir 

 

The Guyanese diaspora and members of the wider Caribbean community gath-

ered at the Consulate of Guyana in  Scarborough, Ontario, to honor the memory of 

those who tragically lost their lives in the MV Barima disaster. 

Representatives of the Hindu, Christian, and Islamic faiths came together in a 

spirit of unity to offer prayers for the souls of those who perished and for comfort 

and strength for their grieving families. 

The gathering was attended by Honorary Consul General Mani Singh (pictured), 

Acting Consul General Grace Joseph, and the Consuls General of Grenada, Cuba, 

and St. Kitts and Nevis. Also present were many community leaders and representa-

tives from the Association of Concerned Guyanese, the Central Islamic Organization 

of Guyana, as well as mandirs, mosques, churches, and other community organiza-

tions. 

On behalf of the Guyanese diaspora in Canada, we extend our deepest sympathy 

and heartfelt condolences to all the families and loved ones affected by this heart-

breaking tragedy. We continue to pray for everyone impacted and ask God to grant 

comfort, healing, and strength during this difficult time. 

May the souls of all those who perished in the MV Barima tragedy rest in eter-

nal peace. 

The Guyanese diaspora in Canada stands united in solidarity with the people of 

Guyana. We also express our sincere gratitude to everyone who contributed to the 

rescue and recovery efforts, including the emergency services, volunteers, fishermen, 

and all those who assisted in any way. 

May God bless you all, and may Guyana continue to find strength, hope, and 

unity in the face of this tragedy.

Canadian-Guyanese honour 
memory of victims of MV Barima



A Trinidad and Tobago High Court 

judge has permanently halted extradi-

tion proceedings against former FIFA 

vice president Jack Warner, ruling that 

the case breached his constitutional 

rights. 

Justice Karen Reid on Friday or-

dered that the extradition proceedings 

against Warner “be permanently stayed” 

and ruled that the Attorney General of 

Trinidad and Tobago must pay damages 

for breaches of Warner’s constitutional 

rights. The amount of damages will be 

determined by the court if the parties 

cannot reach an agreement. 

The Attorney General was also or-

dered to pay Warner’s legal costs, certi-

fied fit for Senior and Junior Counsel. 

The assessment of damages has been 

scheduled for a case management con-

ference on September 30. 

Warner, 82, faces 29 charges 

brought by U.S. authorities, including 

allegations of fraud, racketeering and il-

legal wire transfers linked to activities 

in the United States, Trinidad and To-

bago and other countries between 1990 

and June 2011. 

He was arrested in 2015 under a 

provisional warrant following a U.S. ex-

tradition request and later released on 

TT$2.5 million bail. Warner was among 

several senior FIFA officials indicted 

after a 2015 investigation by the U.S. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

and Department of Justice into corrup-

tion in international football. 

The extradition proceedings had 

been delayed for years after Warner 

challenged the legality of the process, 

including the government’s decision to 

issue an Authority to Proceed (ATP) in 

2015. 

In her 71-page ruling, Justice Reid 

found that the issuance of the ATP with-

out an arrangement between Trinidad 

and Tobago and the United States guar-

anteeing protections required under the 

country’s Extradition (Commonwealth 

and Foreign Territories) Act violated 

Warner’s constitutional rights. 

The judge said the absence of such 

an arrangement breached Warner’s right 

to liberty and his right not to be deprived 

of liberty except through due process of 

law under the Trinidad and Tobago Con-

stitution. 

Justice Reid also found that contin-

uing the extradition proceedings after 

the Privy Council proceedings, where 

the state had represented that a special 

arrangement existed between Trinidad 

and Tobago and the United States, fur-

ther breached Warner’s constitutional 

protections. 

The extradition case had previ-

ously moved through several stages of 

legal challenges. Warner’s judicial re-

view application against the 2015 ATP 

was dismissed by the High Court in 

2017, and subsequent appeals were dis-

missed by the Court of Appeal in 2019 

and the Judicial Committee of the Privy 

Council in 2022. 

The proceedings resumed before 

the Magistrate’s Court before Warner 

filed a constitutional challenge in March 

2023, arguing that the state had failed in 

its duty of candour and violated his 

rights. In addition to permanently stay-

ing the extradition proceedings, Justice 

Reid issued an order preventing the gov-

ernment from enforcing previous costs 

orders made against Warner in earlier ju-

dicial review proceedings.

A total of 1,317 Jamaicans were 

deported to the island in 2025, repre-

senting a more than 140% increase 

from the 547 who were returned in 

2024, according to the latest Economic 

and Social Survey Jamaica (ESSJ). 

The findings are contained in the 

2025 edition of the annual report pub-

lished by the Planning Institute of Ja-

maica (PIOJ). 

The majority of the deportees, re-

ferred to in the report as involuntary re-

turned migrants (IRMs), were returned 

from the United States. 

The report also found that the 

number of voluntary returned migrants 

(VRMs) rose to 852 in 2025, up 52.1% 

from 560 in 2024. 

VRMs are individuals who choose 

to return to their home country because 

of personal decisions, economic oppor-

tunities or family reasons. In contrast, 

IRMs are people who are forcibly re-

turned to their country of origin due to 

legal issues, including immigration vi-

olations or criminal convictions. 

The increase in deportations 

comes amid heightened immigration 

enforcement in the United States, 

prompting renewed discussions in Ja-

maica about the country’s preparedness 

to receive and reintegrate returning na-

tionals. 

Jamaican officials have sought to 

reassure nationals abroad that those 

who voluntarily return or are deported 

will be welcomed home, while also 

warning that individuals with criminal 

backgrounds will face the conse-

quences of any illegal activity upon 

their return. 

Prime Minister Andrew Holness 

has previously urged Jamaicans in the 

United States facing uncertain immi-

gration circumstances to view Jamaica 

as their home, emphasizing that return-

ing nationals would be supported. 

However, he has also warned deportees 

with criminal histories that they would 

face law enforcement action if they at-

tempt to continue criminal activity on 

the island. 

In response to concerns over in-

creased returns, the government has 

also established a Deportation Re-

sponse Action Plan involving multiple 

agencies to coordinate reception, secu-

rity screening and support services for 

returning migrants. 

Meanwhile, the number of Com-

monwealth citizens who migrated to 

Jamaica declined by 3.8% to 3,491 in 

2025, compared with 3,630 the previ-

ous year. 

The PIOJ also reported an in-

crease in the number of registered 

aliens, with the figure rising 8.7% to 

11,029 in 2025 from 10,146 in 2024. 

According to the report, Asians 

accounted for the largest share of peo-

ple requesting extensions of stay be-

yond six months, representing 49% of 

applicants. Caribbean nationals made 

up 19.4%, followed by Africans at 

11.4%.
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Jamaican deportations more than 
double in 2025, PIOJ reports
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A total of 1317 Jamaicans were deported from the USA in 2025
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High Court permanently halts Jack Warner extradition
























































