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In his annual Canada Day message, Prime Minister Mark Carney spoke on unity, 

kindness and strength, as his government continues to face challenges to Canada’s 

sovereignty, both from within the country, and outside of it. 

Carney celebrated the beauty and diversity of the country’s landscape and peo-

ple. “Canadians have never just imagined a stronger, more united country,” he said. 

“We have picked up our tools and built one.” 

“Small acts of solidarity, repeated millions of times, (prove) that together, we 

can give ourselves far more than anyone can take away,” he said. 

Carney finished his address by encouraging kindness and unity amongst fellow 

Canadians, before wishing them a happy Canada Day. 

“When we show kindness, kindness grows. When we seek unity, unity grows. 

When we are Canadian, Canada grows. That’s our conviction. And it has never been 

stronger.” 

See Editorial, Page 6

Guyana has reached another landmark in its ongoing healthcare transfor-

mation with the installation of the country’s first Magnetic Resonance Imag-

ing (MRI) machine within the public healthcare system at the Georgetown 

Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC). 

The state-of-the-art diagnostic equipment represents a significant invest-

ment in strengthening the nation’s health sector and ensuring equitable access 

to advanced medical services. Here, Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony 

and CEO of the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation Robbie Rambarran 

show off the MRI machine. Once operational, it will provide thousands of pa-

tients with access to high-quality diagnostic imaging that was previously 

available only through private facilities or overseas medical referrals. 

The technology plays a vital role in the early detection and diagnosis of 

conditions such as strokes, tumours, neurological disorders, spinal injuries, 

musculoskeletal conditions and other complex diseases.

Carney celebrates Canada’s diversityGuyana gets its first MRI machine
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Jamaica and the United States are expected to begin formal discussions on 

a proposed arrangement initiated by Washington that could see the island ac-

cepting non-Jamaican nationals deported from the U.S., according to a draft 

framework reviewed by The Gleaner. The proposal remains at an early, ex-

ploratory stage and has not been agreed or implemented, but it places Jamaica 

within a growing network of countries being approached by the U.S. on third-

country migration arrangements. 

The proposal is understood to originate from a U.S. policy initiative and 

could involve the transfer of thousands of third-country nationals over time. 

Under the draft structure, the United States would propose individuals for re-

moval, while Jamaica would retain full discretion to accept or reject each case 

on an individual basis. 

Under the proposed memorandum of understanding, Jamaica would re-

ceive up to 25 individuals every two weeks, subject to case-by-case approval 

by Jamaican authorities. The arrangement is described as non-binding and op-

erational in nature, with either country able to withdraw at any time with 90 

days’ notice through diplomatic channels. 

The draft outlines exclusions for unaccompanied minors, Jamaican nation-

als, and individuals with serious criminal convictions, although eligibility 

would depend on the completeness and accuracy of documentation provided by 

U.S. authorities at the time of transfer. It also proposes that Jamaican officials 

receive biographical, medical, and criminal background information prior to 

any arrival. 

The framework further states that individuals not accepted by Jamaica 

would be returned to U.S. custody, and that the U.S. could pause transfers if 

certain thresholds are reached, including if a set number of transferred individ-

uals remain in Jamaica beyond 30 days. 

The proposal is part of broader U.S. efforts to pursue third-country migra-

tion agreements across Latin America, Africa and the Caribbean as Washington 

seeks to manage asylum pressures and deportation backlogs. 

Several Caribbean governments have already confirmed participation in 

similar arrangements or discussions with Washington, reflecting a wider shift in 

migration diplomacy across the region. 

Countries including Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda, St. Kitts and Nevis, 

and St. Lucia have acknowledged agreements or memoranda of understanding 

with the United States to receive third-country nationals or deportees under 

varying conditions. In most cases, governments have emphasized that the 

arrangements are limited in scope and subject to security screening and national 

discretion. 

In St. Kitts and Nevis, officials have publicly stated that only non-violent 

individuals would be considered, while St. Lucia has described its agreement as 

non-binding. Belize has also signed a separate “safe third country”-style agree-

ment with the United States involving asylum processing cooperation.

Jamaica considers U.S. proposal to 
accept non-Jamaican deportees

US wants to send third-country nationals to Jamaica
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Agriculture Minister, Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha, is currently chairing the Ministry of Agri-

culture's weekly Public Sector Investment Programme (PSIP) review meeting at his office, 

bringing together heads of departments and agencies to assess the progress of ongoing govern-

ment projects and programmes. 

The meeting serves as a key mechanism for monitoring implementation, addressing chal-

lenges, and ensuring that public investments remain aligned with the government's broader 

strategic development priorities and deliver meaningful benefits to citizens.
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PSIP Review of Agriculture


























































