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President Ali
meets with
survivors

L

Ali assures nation of independent probe

PRESIDENT Dr. Irfaan Ali has assured the nation that there will be a full,
thorough and independent investigation into the MV Barima tragedy while urging
Guyanese to remain united as rescue and recovery efforts continue.

Addressing the nation, the Guyanese leader said the government’s immediate
focus is on rescuing survivors, assisting grieving families, and locating every per-
son who remains unaccounted for. He also announced 3 days of mourning.

“At this time, our priority remains to protect every life that still can be saved,
to support those who have endured unimaginable trauma and loss, to comfort
grieving families, and to account for every person who remains unaccounted for,”
Dr. Ali said.

He added, “Every minute matters, every life matters, and every possible re-
source is being mobilised in pursuit of this mission.” He praised the swift response
mounted following news of the tragedy, describing it as a national effort that
demonstrated the country’s unity in a time of crisis.
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The MV Barima
asitsank,
killing dozens of
passengers

Ferry sinks, 53 dead, dozens missing

At least 53 people have drowned after a passenger ferry capsized off the coast
of Guyana on Saturday night local time.

Seventy-six people aboard the MV Barima had been rescued as of Tuesday
night, Prime Minister Mark Phillips told reporters, adding close to 60 more re-
mained missing. The actual number of persons on board remains unknown.

Divers continue to search the site where the vessel capsized and people who
believe their loved ones may have been on board the stricken vessel have been
asked to contact the authorities. The sunken vessel has been located by divers.

"Our focus again is on finding people," said Phillips. "We still have hope."

An investigation into the tragedy had been launched, he said earlier.

"Let me be absolutely clear: where negligence, misconduct or criminal wrong-
doing is established, those responsible will face the full force of the law," he said.

Guyana's Public Works Minister, Juan Edghill, expressed his anger at a news
conference on Sunday, accusing those who operated the ferry of trying to "cheat
the system".
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The official registry had listed 133 as being
on board the ferry, but Phillips said on Monday he
was now "confident" there were 179 people.

Edghill also said the ferry's captain and at
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least one crew member had tested positive for
cannabis.He added the captain and several of his
crew had been taken into police custody.

The ferry, MV Barima, departed from the cap-
ital, Georgetown, on Saturday afternoon local time,
headed for Port Kaituma, in the north of the coun-
try. A distress call was received at 11 p.m. after
survivors said the vessel was hit by a large wave
and began sinking, triggering a search operation
involving government teams and privately owned
boats. More stories inside
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EQUALITY NEWS

Canada, world responds to
deadly Guyana ferry disaster

By Mllan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

The international community has responded with an outpouring of support for
Guyana following the tragic sinking of the passenger ferry MV Barima on Satur-
day night.

The ferry was travelling from the capital, Georgetown, to Port Kaituma in
Guyana’s inland Essequibo region when it capsized around 11 p.m.

Survivors report that the boat was hit by a large wave before it capsized.

Among the countries expressing sorrow over the ferry disaster is Canada. The
Canadian government, through Global Affairs Canada, issued a statement on the
weekend, extending condolences to the families of those who lost their lives, and
expressing support for those still awaiting news of missing loved ones.

Canada said it was “saddened by the tragic loss of life caused by the ferry
sinking in Guyana.

“We extend our deepest condolences to the loved ones of those who lost their
lives, and our thoughts are with those still missing,” the statement read.

Several other countries, regional organisations, and international partners have
conveyed messages of sympathy and solidarity with Guyana following the disaster,
offering condolences to grieving families, and support for the ongoing response.

Among them was the United States, which via its Embassy in Guyana, ex-
pressed deep sorrow and sympathy for the victims, missing passengers, and griev-
ing families.

The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) nations also expressed sympathy for
the loss of life, while offering emergency air-naval deployment and logistical assis-
tance to aid Guyana’s defense force in the ongoing search-and-rescue operations.

As of Tuesday night, 53 bodies have been recovered from the scene, while a
search continues for survivors. A recovery mission for the close to 60 other people
believed to have been on board is also underway.

At least 69 people have been rescued.

The vessel was believed to have been carrying a total of 179 people -- and
possibly more -- when it flipped over, even though the passenger manifest only
listed 133, officials have said. The number includes 17 crew members.

The captain of the ferry survived the incident, and is in police custody as an
investigation takes place. Officials have said that the rescued captain and at least
one other crew member tested positive for marijuana.

The government said 16 vessels have been deployed to the wreckage area,
where French and local divers are leading operations.

Authorities have pointed to the incomplete passenger list and potential drug
use among crew members as factors that potentially contributed to the disaster.

The ferry was built in 1939, according to the shipping website VesselFinder.

Boats typically travel by sea before reaching a river to arrive at Port Kaituma,
which is located in the depths of a dense rainforest in northwestern Guyana, near
Venezuela.

One of the survivors said she lost four of her grandchildren in the chaotic dis-
aster and that the ship seemed to sink in an instant.

“I was fighting for my life. The boat sunk in minutes, seconds,” Helena
Moonsammy recalled, saying that boxes fell on her as she tried to save her grand-
children. “I told my grandbabies
to cling on to anything as |
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Ethlllc VlSlOll hollered for them. I prayed all
. . . night and was in the water for
Imm1gratlon Semces nine hours.”
ot Surviving passenger Alicia
’ Spec.tahst i Rgﬁigee Atkinson, 18,gsall)id herg?a—year—old
Matters daughter is missing but that she
’ App?a[s ) was able to save her 10-month-
* Family Sponsorship old son and float with him in the
* Student Visas ocean, holding onto debris for
* Studly Permits about 8 hours.
Ritu V Sharma “I ended up in the water and
RCIC#R510878 was hustling to come up for air,
Consultant but my daughter just rushed out
416-799-2106 of my hand and disappeared,"

she said. “I miss my daughter."
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Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) mark Phillips, Minister of

_ Agriculture Zulfikar Mustapha and other officials inside the tunnel
ventilated pens.
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CARICOM ENDORSES GUYANA'S NOMINEE FOR

UN SECRETARY-GENERAL POST

Ambassador Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett meeting with
Pakistan’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar

Guyana’s bid to
place a  Caribbean
national at the helm
of the United Nations
(UN) has gained regional
backing, with CARICOM
Heads of Government
formally endorsing
Ambassador  Carolyn
Rodrigues-Birkett
as the community’s
candidate for the next
UN Secretary-General.

The  endorsement
was announced in the
communiqué issued
following  the  s5ist
Regular Meeting of the

Conference of Heads
of Government of
CARICOM held in Saint
Lucia, where regional
leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to
multilateralism and
stronger representation
for developing states on
the global stage.
CARICOM leaders
said the selection of
the next UN Secretary-
General comes at a
critical time for the
international community
and welcomed
Guyana’s nomination of

Ambassador Rodrigues-
Birkett, expressing their

affairs, governance and
international relations.

full support for her The ambassador
candidacy. currently  serves  as

President Dr Guyana’s  Permanent
Mohamed Irfaan Ali Representative to the
previously —announced UN and previously
Guyana’s decision to held the position of

L a—

CARICOM unites behind Guyana’s UN Secretary-
General candidate

nominate Ambassador
Rodrigues-Birkett,
describing her as a
distinguished diplomat
with extensive
experience in foreign

Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Throughout her
diplomatic career, she
has represented Guyana
at major international
forums while advancing

the country’s foreign
policy priorities.

If successful,
Rodrigues-Birkett
would become the first
Caribbean national
to serve as Secretary-
General of the UN.

As part of her
campaign outreach,
Ambassador Rodrigues-
Birkett ~ has  been
engaging international
partners to build support
for her candidacy.

During a recent
meeting with Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Senator
Mohammad Ishaq
Dar, Rodrigues-Birkett
outlined her vision for
a United Nations that
is more agile, effective
and responsive to the
challenges facing the
world.

She highlighted the
importance of principled
multilateralism and the

role of the UN Secretary-
General in upholding the
purposes and principles

of the UN Charter.
Senator Dar
reaffirmed  Pakistan’s

support for the UN’s
central role in global
affairs and emphasised
the  importance  of
international law, treaty
obligations and effective
UN reforms.

The engagement
forms part of Rodrigues-
Birkett’s continued
diplomatic efforts as
she seeks international
support for what would
be a historic Caribbean
candidacy for one of the
world’s most influential
diplomatic positions.

With  CARICOM’s
endorsement, Guyana’s
nomination now moves
forward with the backing
of the region as it seeks
greater representation
within ~ the  global
governance system.

Ambassador Van West-Charles coordinated the
handovering of the aid package in La Guaira

Hundreds of miles
from Georgetown, a
shipment carrying
relief and  regional
solidarity safely arrived
in Venezuela, bringing
much-needed assistance
to communities
recovering from the
recent earthquake.

The vessel Mega

Motti docked at La
Guaira Port loaded
with food, medicines,
water tanks, equipment,
and other emergency
supplies, marking a
significant milestone in
Guyana’s humanitarian
response effort.

The mission

was spearheaded by

CARICOM-BACKED GUYANA RELIEF

VESSEL REACHES VENEZUELA

President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan Ali and supported
by CARICOM member
states, Guyana’s private
sector, local citizens
and members of the

' Venezuelan community

living in Guyana.
Foreign  Secretary
RobertPersauddescribed
the successful delivery
as a demonstration of
Guyana’s commitment
to helping its neighbours
during times of need.
“Guyana remains
a reliable partner in
times of crisis and
stands in solidarity
with the Venezuelan
people as  they

recover from the
devastating impacts
of the earthquake,”
Persaud said.

The relief supplies
were officially received
by Venezuela’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, H.E.
Yvan Gil, in the presence
of Guyana’s Ambassador
to Venezuela, H.E. Dr
Richard Van West-
Charles.

Among the
items delivered were
88 containers  of
humanitarian aid,
including 300 water
tanks, pharmaceuticals,
food supplies such as
Guyanese rice, cleaning

materials and two
pieces of earth-moving
equipment to support

recovery operations.
As rebuilding
continues in affected

communities, the arrival

of the supplies serves as a
powerful reminder that,
in moments of hardship,
Caribbean solidarity
extends beyond borders
and politics to the people
who need it most.

Guyana and CARICOM deliver relief package to

Venezuela

T&TBECOMES 125TH NATION TO JOIN
GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY INITIATIVE

Trinidad and
Tobago has officially
become the 125th
member of the Global
Biodiversity ~ Alliance,
strengthening a Guyana-
led international effort
to protect and restore
the world’s biodiversity
through cooperation and
collective action.

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali
presented the certificate
of  membership to

Trinidad and Tobago’s
Prime Minister Kamla
Persad-Bissessar on the
sidelines of the Forty-
Ninth Regular Meeting

of the CARICOM Heads
of Government in Saint
Lucia.

The milestone marks
another expansion of
the alliance, which was
established  following
a commitment made
by Guyana at the
United Nations General
Assembly to create a
global platform bringing

together governments,
experts, Indigenous
Peoples, stakeholders,
and communities to

advance global ecological
protection.

Welcoming Trinidad
and Tobago’s accession,

President Ali said the
country’s participation
represents an important
step in strengthening
international
collaboration on
environmental
protection.

“I was pleased to
officially  welcome
Trinidad and
Tobago as the 125th
member of the
Global Biodiversity
Alliance,” President Ali
said.

He noted that
the alliance reflects
Guyana’s commitment
to building partnerships
that support  the

protection of ecosystems
while promoting
shared knowledge and
solutions.

Prime Minister
Persad-Bissessar
welcomed Trinidad
and Tobago’s inclusion,
saying her government
is ready to contribute to
the initiative and work
alongside other member
countries.

“I wanted to join
this very important
initiative  because
I am sure we can
accomplish a great
deal together,”
she said, adding that
collaboration and

President Ali handing over the Global Biodiversity
Alliance membership certificate to Trinidad and
Tobago’s Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar

shared expertise
would help address
global  environmental
challenges.

With Trinidad and
Tobago’s membership,
the Global Biodiversity
Alliance continues to

grow as a platform for
countries to exchange
knowledge, strengthen
conservation efforts and
advance  coordinated
action to safeguard
biodiversity worldwide.
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High-tech poultry farm facilities commissioned at Mon

Repos
Guyanese
farmers have battled

unpredictable weather,
rising  costs,  pests,
diseases and market
uncertainty, for
generations; challenges
capable of wiping out
months of hard work in
a matter of days.

Today, however, a
new model of agriculture
is  emerging, one
powered by technology,
innovation and strategic
investment.

Speaking at the
commissioning of the
Agriculture Innovation
and Entrepreneurship
Programme (AIEP)
Tunnel-Ventilated Pen
Project at Mon Repos,
East Coast Demerara,
Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret'd) Mark

Phillips said Guyana is
building a more resilient
agricultural sector
designed to protect
farmers from these long-
standing risks while

positioning the country 4

as the food-producing
capital of the Caribbean.
“This  initiative

is a declaration of _

intent,” the prime
minister said. “It signals
that the days of
subsistence farming
and fragile harvests
are giving way to a
new era of resilience,
abundance and
technologically
driven agriculture.”
The project,
conceptualised by
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan Ali, represents
an  investment  of

&% more than $1 billion
i in
. equipment and training.
- It has expanded the

infrastructure,

AIEP programme across
Regions Three, Four
and Five through the
construction of five

{ state-of-the-art poultry

facilities located at Mon
Repos, Cornelia Ida and

poultry annually through
multiple production
cycles, helping to reduce
dependence on imports
while strengthening
national food security.
Beyond production,
the initiative is opening
doors for a new
generation of agricultural
entrepreneurs.

High-tech poultry farm facilities commissioned at Mon |

Repos

Onverwagt.

Each facility can
accommodate between
20,000 and 45,000 birds
and bring them to market
weight within just five
to six weeks. Together,
the facilities are capable
of producing between
350 and 450 tonnes of

Approximately 40 young
Guyanese are directly
involved in managing
and operating each
facility, gaining valuable
experience in modern
livestock production
and agribusiness
management.

The project comes

" significantly
~ efficiency and reduce

as Guyana’s
industry
its rapid
According to Prime
Minister Phillips,
poultry production has
more than doubled in
five years, rising from
43,726 tonnes in 2020 to
01,382 tonnes in 2025,
an increase of nearly 109
per cent.

That momentum is
expected to continue,

poultry
continues

expansion.

with production
projected to  reach
| approximately 99,310

tonnes in 2026.

The tunnel-
ventilated facilities
are also expected to
improve

losses. Mortality rates,
which can exceed 10
per cent in traditional
systems, are projected
to fall to about 2.8 per
cent under the climate-
controlled model.
Phillips said
the government
is complementing
these investments
with improvements
in drainage and
irrigation systems,
agro-processing,

scientific research,
digital agriculture and
climate-smart farming
practices. Efforts are
also underway to expand
local corn and soybean
production and explore
the establishment of
a  regional  vaccine
manufacturing facility
to strengthen livestock
biosecurity.

“The livestock
sector has emerged
as one of the fastest-
growing areas within
agriculture,” the
prime minister said.
“The work we are
doing today is laying
the foundation for
a more productive,
technology-driven
and sustainable
agricultural sector.”

As Guyana continues
tomodernise agriculture,
projects like the AIEP
poultry facilities are
demonstrating how
innovation can transform
livelihoods, create
opportunities for young
people and strengthen
the nation’s food security
for generations to come.

THREE SEASONS OF TRIALS POINTTO
BIG GAINS FROM NANO UREA

Guyana’s rice
farmers could soon
benefit from a more
efficient fertiliser
technology, after three
consecutive seasons
of field trials showed
that Nano Urea can
increase yields while
reducing input use and
production costs.

Research conducted
by the Guyana Rice
Development Board
(GRDB) found that

rice crops treated with
Nano Urea produced
yields up to 10 percent
higher than those using
conventional fertilizser,
while maintaining strong
grain quality.

GRDB  Agronomist
and Head of Department,
Dr. Ghansham Payman,
said evaluations at the
Burma Rice Research
Station showed that the
technology consistently
produced healthier

plants and improved
crop performance.

“The yields are
identical, and in some
cases, as much as an
eight to 10 percent
increase in grain
yield,” Dr. Payman
explained.

Unlike  traditional
urea, Nano Urea is
a  liquid fertilizer
containing  extremely
small nitrogen particles
that are absorbed more

efficiently through plant
leaves. This allows crops
to use nutrients more
effectively, reducing
waste and environmental
losses.

Dr. Payman said the
technology helps rice
plants remain greener
for longer, improves
plant  vigor, and
supports healthier grain
development.

The trials form part

of the government’s

GRDB trials prove Nano Urea boosts rice yields by 10%

broader push to
modernise Guyana’s
rice industry through
climate-smart
technologies aimed at

increasing productivity,
lowering  costs, and
strengthening the
competitiveness of local
farmers.

As Guyana’s
hospitality industry
continues to expand, the
Ministry of Agriculture
is preparing to connect

hotel owners directly
with  local farmers,
creating new business
opportunities while
reducing the country’s
dependence on imported
produce. =
Minister of
Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha, announced

the initiative during the
commissioning of the
Agriculture Innovation
and Entrepreneurship
Programme (AIEP)
Tunnel-Ventilated Pen
Project, describing it

FARM-TO-HOTEL INITIATIVE TO CREATE
NEW OPPOBTUNITIES FORLOCAL FARMERS

i b

PN A 2

Hydroponic farmers positioned to supply Guyana's

luxury hotels

as another step toward
building a modern and
sustainable agricultural
sector.

The ministry will

soon convene hotel
operators and farmers
to establish  supply

arrangements that allow
fresh produce to move

directly from farms
to hotels and other
hospitality businesses.

“We will be
inviting all  the
owners of hotels
to come into our

ministry to talk to
them and link them

to farmers,” Minister
Mustapha said.
The initiative is

expected to particularly
benefit young
entrepreneurs who have
entered agriculture

through  government-
supported programmes
such as the AIEP. Many
of these young farmers
are already cultivating
high-value crops using
modern shade houses
and hydroponic systems.

According to the
minister, Guyana
imported approximately
$2.6 billion worth of
vegetables;  including
broccoli, cauliflower,
lettuce, carrots, and
sweet peppers, in 2021,
much of it destined for
the hospitality sector.

Today, however, a
rapidly growing share of
these high-value crops is
being produced locally.
Minister Mustapha
said the government’s
investments in
technology-driven
agriculture are creating

viable business
opportunities for young
people,  strengthening

national food security,
and ensuring that more
of the country’s food
demand is met directly
by Guyanese farmers.
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NOTHING TO HIDE - PRESIDENT ALI REJECTS CLAIM OVER
PRIVATE FARM INVESTMENT

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali
has pushed back against
allegations surrounding
his privately owned farm,
declaring that there is
“absolutely nothing
to hide” and insisting
that the investment
has been conducted
lawfully, transparently,
and without any special
benefit from the state.

The president
responded to claims
raised by opposition
leader Azruddin
Mohamed, dismissing
suggestions that the

property was recently
uncovered or that its
development involved
preferential treatment.

“My farm is not
a discovery. It is
public information,”
President Ali stated.

He said the farm
represents a private

investment that has
been developed through
legitimate means,
with  all  financial
commitments properly
recorded and disclosed.

“My farm carries
a huge loan, and
everything has
been disclosed
to the Integrity
Commission, in and
out of government.
There is absolutely
nothing to hide,”

President Ali said.

The  head  of '
state rejected claims |
surrounding the

size and value of the
property, describing the
figures being circulated
as exaggerated and
disconnected from the
facts.

He also maintained
that the land lease
governing the property is
subject to the same terms

President Ali also
addressed criticism
connected to sanctions
imposed on Mohamed,
making clear that those
measures were not taken
by his government.

“These sanctions
did not come from
President Ali. They
did not come from the
PPP/C Government.
They came from

S the United States of

S America,” he said.

President Ali addressing the misin_formatwn

and conditions applied
to other leaseholders,
stressing that no state-
funded infrastructure,
special concessions
or preferential
arrangements were
provided to support the
development.

“This is not
something that was
hidden. This is not
something that was
created in secrecy,”
the president said, noting
that the farm’s existence
and development have
been known publicly.

The president said
he has received messages
and recordings that he
believes carry security
implications and
explained that he has a
responsibility to respond
when  he  believes
misinformation is being
presented as fact.

To allow citizens to
better understand the
operation, President
Ali said he intends to

periodically provide live
updates from the farm.

‘il go live
because I  want
people to learn. I
want people to see
directly from me the
misrepresentation
and the mischief, the
deception, the lies,”
he said.

The president urged
Guyanese to examine

information  carefully
and separate verified
facts  from  claims

circulating in the public
domain.

“This People’s
Progressive  Party
Civic Government,
this president, will
continue to work
relentlessly hard
every single day for
the people of this
country,” President Ali
said.

]

GLDA CEO, Dr Dwight Walrond

A major step toward
strengthening Guyana’s
livestock  sector has
been completed with
the arrival of 1,000

pregnant, high-genetic
cattle  from  Brazil,
following a carefully

monitored journey
guided by veterinary
and animal welfare
protocols.

The Guyana

Livestock Development
Authority (GLDA)
said every stage of the

importation process,
| from selection and
quarantine overseas

to transportation and
arrival at the Ebini
livestock facility, was
carried out under strict
regulatory measures.

GLDA’s Chief
Executive Officer
Dr Dwight Walrond
explained that the
cattle were imported to
improve the country’s
breeding stock and
help rebuild livestock
numbers following years
of high processing rates
of female cattle.

“No animal will
be allowed in or out
of Guyana without
the necessary

documentation,”
Dr Walrond stressed
highlighting the
importance  of  the
safeguards in place.

The animals
underwent mandatory
quarantine in Brazil,
veterinary  inspections

at Port Lethem and
continuous monitoring
throughout their
journey. A veterinarian,
livestock extension
officers and attendants
accompanied the cattle,
ensuring they received

regular checks, food,
water and care.

D uring
transportation, the

animals were provided
with silage, baleage, hay

and molasses mixtures,
with scheduled stops
every four hours for
feeding, hydration and
health assessments.

Dr Walrond said
the journey experienced
a delay at the Tacama

waterfront due to
tidal conditions that
prevented the safe

movement of the barge.
The team waited until
conditions  improved
and worked with nearby
personnel to reinforce

the loading ramp before
continuing.
While a  small

number of cattle died
during transport due
to cramping, the CEO
said such challenges can

I.OOO HIGH-GEI\IETIC CATTLE ARRIVE FROM BRAZIL

occur during livestock
movement despite
proper handling and
precautions.

He noted that the
animals remained under
veterinary  supervision
throughout the journey,
with the team using
satellite communication
to respond quickly to any
concerns.

The arrival of the
cattle marks another
investment in Guyana’s
push to expand domestic
livestock  production,
improve breeding
capacity and strengthen
food security.

GUYANA EYES NEW RICE ACCORDS
WITH MEXICO, CUBA, AND HAITI

Guyana is stepping
up efforts to secure
new markets for locally
produced paddy as the
country’s rice industry
continues to expand and
farmers seek stronger
opportunities for their
Crops.

Minister
Agriculture Zulfikar
Mustapha said  the
government is actively
pursuing additional
export opportunities
while  working  to
strengthen access to
existing markets across
the  Caribbean and
beyond.

The minister said
discussions are ongoing

of

with  the  Ministry
of  Foreign  Affairs
and International

Cooperation to identify
more profitable markets
for Guyanese farmers.

“I have been
talking to my
colleague, Minister
of Foreign Affairs
and International
Cooperation, Hugh
Todd, so that we can
look to find more
lucrative markets for
the farmers’ paddy,”
Minister Mustapha said.

Guyana is also
seeking to increase
its presence  within
CARICOM, where
demand for the country’s

rice continues to grow.
Minister Mustapha
pointed to markets such
as St Lucia and Jamaica,
noting  that
countries have become
significant  buyers of
Guyanese rice and could
potentially expand their
purchase commitments.
While European
markets remain
important, the minister
said stronger returns
are often available in
CARICOM and North
American markets.
Government
discussions are also
ongoing with Mexico,
Haiti, and Cuba as
Guyana seeks to diversify

both i

its export base.

Meanwhile,
preparations are
being made to support
increased  production,
with the government
investing in additional
storage  capacity to
manage larger volumes
of paddy.

New storage
facilities, including a
silo at Onderneeming in
Essequibo, are planned
as part of efforts to
strengthen the industry’s
infrastructure.

Minister Mustapha
said he remains
optimistic about the
upcoming second crop
of 2026, with favourable

ngh -return export markets eyed to beneﬁt rice

Jarmers

weather conditions
expected to support
higher yields.

As production
increases, the
government’s focus
remains on ensuring

farmers have reliable
markets, improved
infrastructure and

greater opportunities to
benefit from the growth
of Guyana’s rice sector.
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$2.76B FERTILISER AND PRODUCTION GRANT

REACHES LOCAL RICE FARMERS

Government rolls out massive cash grant to 5,000+

rice farmers
Thousands of

rice farmers across

Guyana are receiving

direct financial support
under a $2.76 billion
government assistance
programme aimed at
reducing production
costs, strengthening food
security, and helping the
sector navigate global
market challenges.

The nationwide
initiative, announced by
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan  Ali  following
consultations with
farmers, is benefitting
5,106 active rice farmers
cultivating more than
234,900 acres across

Regions Two, Three,
Four, Five and Six.

For many farmers,
the assistance comes
as timely relief as they
contend with rising
input costs and lower

international paddy
prices.

More than $403
million  has  been
distributed to farmers in
Region Two.

Bhagwandat Mangal,

who farms along the
Essequibo Coast, said
the grant will help him
purchase fertiliser for his
next crop.

“It will help me
purchase about 10

bags of fertiliser,
which will make a
significant difference
in preparing my
fields,” Mangal said.
Veteran farmer
Ibrahim Baksh said
the support reflects the
government’s continued
investment in the rice

Government rolls out
massive cash grant to
5,000+ rice farmers

industry.

“T have spent
my entire life in
rice farming, and
I am thankful for
this cash grant.

The government
has consistently
supported farmers,
including  through
fertiliser assistance,”
he said.

In Region Three,
560 farmers cultivating
15,636 acres received
more than $201 million
in assistance, while 374
farmers in Region Four
received $113.14 million.

Farmer Nigel Miller,
who cultivates 30 acres
at Den Amstel, said
the support will help
him manage financial
obligations accumulated

| during production.

“We’re  grateful

| for this kind of help

that we’ve gotten here
as a relief measure. It
might just be enough
to help pay some of
the remaining debts
that we have,” Miller
said.

Satie Ramnawag
of Cane Grove said her
husband now manages
their three-acre rice farm
after she underwent

open-heart surgery and
could no longer work in
the fields.

She said  the
assistance will help the
family purchase fertiliser
and chemicals needed
for cultivation.

“I am thankful for
this help. It will allow
us to start a new
rice crop and buy
fertiliser and spray,”
she said.

Region Five received
the largest allocation
under the programme,
with  $1.18  billion
distributed to 1,387
farmers cultivating
104,519 acres.

In Region Six, 1,484
farmers received $862.9
million in assistance.

Farmer Vijai
Lachminarine said the
funds will help her return
to cultivation.

“m very happy
to receive this cheque
because it will help us
go back and cultivate
again,” she said.

Minister of

Agriculture Zulfikar
Mustapha said the
initiative demonstrates
the government’s
commitment to
supporting farmers
during difficult periods.

“This is not simply
the distribution of
cheques and cash
grants. Today is
about keeping a
promise,” the minister
said.

He emphasised
that the programme
is not charity, but
an  investment in
production, food security
and the farmers who
sustain the country’s
agricultural sector.

The assistance
is expected to help
farmers reinvest in
their operations,
maintain  production
and ensure Guyana’s
rice industry remains a
key contributor to the
economy and national
food security.

CHEQUE DISTRIBUTION PHASE OF NATIONAL

CASH GRANT ROLLOUT BEGINS

470,000 payouts has

been processed

The government has
commenced the third
phase of the National
Cash Grant Initiative,
allowing eligible
Guyanese who do not
have bank accounts or

who selected cheque
payments to access their
grants.

Senior Minister in
the Office of the President
with Responsibility
for Finance, Dr Ashni
Singh, said persons who

chose the cheque option
through  the official
cash grant portal will
be contacted once their
payments are processed
and informed where and
when their cheques can
be collected.

“Once we have cut
those checks, we will
be distributing them
to several locations
countrywide,”
Minister Singh said.

Recipients will

be able to monitor
the progress of their
applications through the
cash grant portal, where
updates will be provided
once cheques are ready
for collection. Teams will
also contact beneficiaries

using the telephone
numbers submitted
during registration.

The cheque
distribution phase

follows the successful
rollout of direct

payments and targeted
outreach exercises for
persons living in remote
communities and shut-
ins.

Minister Singh said
government  agencies
worked  together to
identify and support
vulnerable beneficiaries,
including using the
Ministry of Human
Services and  Social
Security’s register of
shut-in persons.

Teams were
deployed across the
nationwide to assist with
registration and ensure
that eligible persons
were not left behind.
In some cases, special
arrangements were
made for cheques to be
prepared and delivered
directly to beneficiaries
at their homes.

More than 470, 400
cash grants have been
processed, representing
a $47 billion injection
into the disposable
incomes of Guyanese
citizens.
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Charles Usher

For many senior
citizens across Guyana,
the cost of getting from
one place to another
can be a daily challenge.
But a new $20,000
annual transportation
allowance is providing
much-needed relief as
the government begins
distributing support to
pensioners nationwide.

The rollout began on
July 8 and will continue
until  November 8,

Vllma Usher

prov1d1ng thousands of
elderly Guyanese with
additional assistance to
manage transportation
expenses.

The allowance is
intended to help senior
citizens cover everyday
travel needs, including
trips to medical
appointments, shopping,
and family visits.

For pensioners like
Vilma Usher, the support
means less worry about

PAYOUT UNDERWAY FOR NEW $20,000
SENIORS TRAVEL ALLOWANCE

finding extra money

. whenever she needs to

travel.

“I feel happy
because the
transportation fee
can be difficult at
times. Sometimes
you don’t have the
money to pay, SO now
that I will be getting

the $20,000, I am

very grateful,” she
said.
Charles Usher,

who travels from St
Cuthbert’s Mission, said
transportation costs can
quickly add up, making
the assistance especially
valuable.
“It

is a good

initiative. I am very
appreciative of what
the government is
doing for senior
citizens across the
country,” he said.

Patricia ~ Lambert
said the allowance
will also help her plan
her expenses better,
knowing she has funds
set aside specifically for
transportation.

“I feel wonderful
about receiving the
$20,000 for my
transportation. I
know whenever I
want to go out, I have
my transportation
money put aside,” she
said.

The transportation
allowance  can  be
accessed through existing
payment channels, with
vouchers  redeemable
at approved agencies
including MoneyGram,
Western Union, and
SurePay

For  many  of
Guyana’s elderly citizens,
the initiative represents
more than financial
assistance; it provides
greater independence,
mobility and peace of
mind.

Government rolls out $20,000 travel grant for seniors
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YOUNG FARMERS LAUNCH 50,000-BIRDS

POULTRY PBOIECT II\I BEHBICE

A new generation
of farmers is stepping
forward to reshape
Guyana’s  agricultural
landscape, with 30
young people from
Upper Demerara and
West  Berbice joining
forces to establish a
modern  tunnel-house
poultry operation aimed
at strengthening food
production and creating
sustainable livelihoods.

Operating as Coastal
Agri Innovation Inn,
the youth-led initiative
is located at Onverwagt
on the West Coast of
Berbice and represents
a major investment
in  technology-driven
poultry farming.

The facility has the
capacity to accommodate
up to 50,000 birds
per production cycle,
showcasing the potential

of modern farming
methods to improve
efficiency, increase

production, and support
national food security
goals.

For participants, the
project is more than an
agricultural venture,it is
an opportunity to build
careers, gain technical
skills and create income
opportunities.

Akinni  Barrington
from Rosignol, West
Bank Berbice, said the
initiative is  helping
young people develop
practical  agricultural
expertise while creating
a  pathway toward
financial independence.

“As a youth,
this tunnel house
project will provide
sustainable
opportunities
by helping me to

L T

Youth and women take the lead in 50,000-bird poultry |

hub

advance in my
agricultural skills. It
will also help us to
have a steady income
and learn more about
poultry,” he said.

Barrington  added
that the project
contributes to wider food
security efforts across
the Caribbean.

‘I want to thank
the president for this
initiative because

we are part of an
initiative which is
helping us to secure
food not only in
Guyana but across
the Caribbean,” he
said.

For Shamar Hercules
of C Field Village, the
project has provided
exposure to commercial
poultry production on
a scale he had never
experienced before.

“We were able to
acquire one of the
manual pens that
has the capacity of
50,000 birds that
we can rear at a
time. It increases my
knowledge because I
never did rearing of
birds on this scale,”
he explained.

The initiative also
promotes greater
inclusion, with women
accounting for 30 per
cent of participants.

The government
has been supporting
the expansion of the
poultry industry through
measures aimed at
reducing production
costs and improving
competitiveness.
These include lowering
financing  costs  for
farmers, strengthening
the National Poultry

and
in livestock
and nutrition

Association
investing
health
systems.
The Guyana
Livestock Development

Authority has  also
received support to
enhance  quarantine,
surveillance and
nutrition laboratory
capabilities, while
additional measures

include VAT removal on
heavy-duty agricultural
equipment, fuel tax
reductions, flood relief
support and fertiliser
assistance.

As Guyana
continues to modernise
its agriculture sector,
projects such as Coastal
Agri Innovation Inn
demonstrate how young
entrepreneurs are
using technology and
innovation to help build
a more resilient and
food-secure future.

NEW FORESTRY CENTRE TO EQUIP 300 PERSONS

ANNUALLY WITH SKILLS FOR SUSTAINABLE CAREERS

A new $60 million
forestry training centre
at Yarrowkabra along

the  Soesdyke-Linden
Highway is expected
to create expanded

opportunities for skills
development, vocational
training and sustainable

livelihoods across
Guyana.

The 2,500-square-
foot  facility, being
constructed by the
Guyana Forestry
Commission (GFC), will
significantly ~ increase

the commission’s ability
to train communities,

students
professionals interested
in developing skills in

forestry and related
fields.

G F C ’ s
Commissioner, Edward

Goberdhan, said the new
centre will serve trainees
from communities
across the country,
including students from
the Guyana School
of  Agriculture, the
University of Guyana
and residents of Region
10.

“We have an
existing one there,

and |

‘ Forestry trainees during a practical field session. The
| new facility will expand hands-on training for 300
individuals annually.

but it is small, and
it is not a modern
facility. We’re also
building a value-

added facility there,

so it will complement
the classroom
training with

practical  sessions

within a forestry
environment,”’
Goberdhan explained.
The  centre s
expected to  train
approximately 300
persons annually,

providing participants
with practical knowledge
and technical skills
to  support careers
in sustainable forest
management and the
wider forestry sector.
Among the planned
programmes are COurses

designed to strengthen
community forestry
organisations and

promote  responsible
management of Guyana’s
forest resources.

Construction is
expected to begin in
September. The project
is being implemented
under the Guyana
Forestry Commission’s
Sustainable Livelihood
Project and funded by
the Agence Francaise
de Développement
(AFD)  through the
European Union Forest
Partnership Facility
Programme.

The facility forms
part of broader efforts to
build local capacity while
creating new economic

opportunities linked
to Guyana’s natural
resources.

Arianna Seerqj

For many young
Guyanese, the country’s
natural resources sector
is often viewed from
a distance; through
headlines about
oil, mining, forests,
and conservation.
But  through  the
Ministry of Natural
Resources’ Youth in
Natural Resources
Apprenticeship
Programme, students
are gaining firsthand
insight into the
industries shaping
Guyana’s future.

The programme
has already impacted

Sarah Persaud

participants like fourth-
year Geography student
Rahul Changa, who
joined with a desire to
better understand how
Guyana’s extractive
industries operate while
balancing development
with environmental
protection.

Speaking with
the  Department of
Public Information
(DPI), Changa said the
experience  expanded
his knowledge of the
agencies  responsible
for  managing the
country’s resources and
strengthened his ability

YOUTH PROGRAMME OPENS DOORS INTO

GUYANA'S RESOURCE SECTOR

Rahul Changa

to work with others.

“T didn’t think
the Guyana Forestry
Commission really
played a big role
before I did the
programme. Now I'm
much more aware
of what they do and
their importance,” he
said.

For petroleum
engineering student
Sarah  Persaud, the
programme  provided
a deeper appreciation
of Guyana’s  wider

natural  environment.
While she initially
joined to strengthen her
understanding of the
oil and gas sector, the
experience  broadened
her  awareness  of
forests, biodiversity and
conservation.

Persaud said the
programme offers value
to students regardless
of their chosen career
path, exposing them to
areas they may not have
previously considered.

Programme
Coordinator ~ Arianna
Seeraj explained that the
initiative was created

to introduce young
people to Guyana’s
mining, forestry, oil
and gas sectors, while
also highlighting
the importance

of conservation,
biodiversitymanagement
and environmental
stewardship.

She noted that many
young people are aware
of Guyana’s expanding
industries but may not
fully understand the
range of careers and
opportunities available
within them.

The programme
combines classroom
sessions with  field-

based learning, allowing
participants to develop
practical skills such as
GPS navigation, map
reading and compass use,
while also strengthening
communication,
leadership and
teamwork abilities.
Beyond  technical
training, Seeraj said the

programme serves as
a career guidance tool,
helping young people
make informed choices
about their future studies
and professions.

Since its launch in
2021, approximately 200
young Guyanese between
the ages of 16 and 25 have
participated,  gaining
valuable exposure to the
sectors responsible for
managing and protecting
Guyana’s natural wealth.

As the country’s
resource industries
continue to grow, the
programme is helping
to prepare a generation

of skilled, informed
and  environmentally
conscious Guyanese

ready to play their part
in shaping the future.























































































