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T&T signs U$5B data centre deal Farmers et $113-Iillﬂjcash grants

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has signed three Memoranda of
Understanding (MOUs) with U.S. companies that could pave the way for
more than US$5 billion in investment, including two large-scale data centre
projects that officials say could help diversify the country's economy and cre-

ate more than 5,000 jobs.

One agreement with Ernst & Young LLP (EY) establishes a framework
to develop a 300-megawatt data centre using the company's Energy to Intelli-
gence (E2I) platform. A second MOU with Hummingbird AI Holdings LLC
outlines plans for a proposed 150-megawatt Al infrastructure and data centre,
with the potential to expand to 500 megawatts. More on Page 27
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A total of 374 rice farmers in Region Four received $113.14 million in govern-
ment cash grants on Tuesday as part of ongoing efforts to support the rice industry
and reduce production costs.

This is a commitment President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali previously made when

he met with farmers earlier in the year.
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Speaking at the distribution exercise at the Cane Grove Primary School, Minister
of Agriculture Zulfikar Mustapha said the grants will help farmers reinvest in their
next crop while easing the financial burden caused by declining global paddy prices.

Farmers cultivating 50 acres or less receive $15,000 per acre, while those culti-
vating more than 50 acres receive $10,000 per acre, representing a total payout of

$113.14 million for the region.

The Region Four distribution marked the conclu-
sion of the nationwide cash grant initiative.

“At the end of today’s exercise, we will be paying
out to 5,106 farmers around the country who cultivated
a total of 234,000 acres for the last crop, and a total sum
of $2,763,249 will be paid out when this exercise con-
cludes...”, he said.

The agriculture minister noted that the government
has consistently supported rice farmers through cash
grants, fertiliser assistance, and tax concessions on fuel.
He urged farmers to use the grants wisely by investing
in their cultivation and encouraged them to explore inte-
grated farming to diversify their income and strengthen
their operations.
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Jamaican Minister of Culture and Sport Olivia Grange

Jamaica to petition King Charles Il
for slavery reparations on Sept. 6

The Jamaican Government will formally petition Britain’s King Charles
111 for reparations for slavery on September 6, a date Minister of Culture, Gen-
der, Entertainment and Sport Olivia Grange described as a “historic day.”

Grange made the announcement on Tuesday during her contribution to the
2026/27 Sectoral Debate in the House of Representatives.

She said September 6 marks the date in 1781 when the slave ship Zong de-
parted West Africa for Jamaica carrying 442 enslaved Africans. During the voy-
age, the ship encountered difficulties and its captain ordered enslaved Africans
to be thrown overboard in an effort to claim insurance for the loss of cargo.

A total of 140 enslaved Africans were killed, and the ship eventually ar-
rived in Black River, St. Elizabeth, on December 21, 1781.

“We erected a monument to the murdered Africans in Black River where
the ship docked. Interestingly, when Hurricane Melissa devastated the town, it
was the only monument standing as if to remind us of our duty to seek repara-
tory justice,” Grange said.

She explained that the petition will ask the King to refer three questions to
the Privy Council, Jamaica’s final appellate court, concerning the criminal na-
ture of the transatlantic trafficking and racialized chattel enslavement of
Africans in Jamaica.

The first question asks whether the forced transportation of African people
from their homelands to Jamaica and their subsequent enslavement were law-
ful, given that the unauthorized removal and enslavement were contrary to fun-
damental principles of common law.

The second asks whether the forced transportation and enslavement of
people of African descent up to 1838 constituted crimes against humanity under
international law for which the United Kingdom bears responsibility.

The third seeks to determine whether, in light of those actions and their
continuing consequences, the United Kingdom is obligated to provide a remedy
to the Jamaican people for the unlawful transportation and enslavement of
African people in Jamaica under British rule up to 1838.

“This request is made to His Majesty the King in his capacity as head of
State of Jamaica and from whom we expect protection,” Grange said, adding
that Jamaica has the full support of the Caribbean Community in pursuing the
action.

Grange noted that the enslavement of Africans in Jamaica lasted for more
than 300 years and that when emancipation was achieved in 1834, plantation
owners were compensated for the loss of “property” while formerly enslaved
people were subjected to a period of apprenticeship.

She also highlighted that on March 25, the International Day of Remem-
brance of the Victims of Slavery and the Slave Trade, the Government of
Ghana secured the adoption of a United Nations resolution declaring the traf-
ficking of enslaved Africans and racialized chattel enslavement of Africans to
be the gravest crime against humanity.

“Jamaica and the rest of Caricom supported the declaration. Regrettably,
all the countries of Europe abstained,” Grange said.

The minister invited all Jamaicans to join the national conversation and
movement for reparatory justice on behalf of their ancestors.
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Taylor eyes Windies Women clean sweep

Veteran West Indies batter Stafanie Taylor is oozing with confidence as her team
stands on the precipice of a clean sweep against Ireland following a masterclass in
batting at Bready Cricket Club on Sunday.

West Indies Women headed into the third and final One-Day International at
press time on Wednesday looking to maintain their ruthless streak and secure the 3-0
sweep.

Speaking on the eve of the contest, Taylor reflected on a dominant performance
in the second match in which she remained unbeaten on an even 100, sharing the
spotlight with Captain Hayley Matthews who also notched a century.

The partnership propelled the West Indies to a comprehensive six-wicket victory,
setting the stage for a potential whitewash.

“I love batting with Hayley Matthews; we do support each other because we
know how each other plays,” Taylor said, “so it is easy to bat with her.”

The century carried significant emotional weight for the veteran. While she has
been a prolific run-scorer globally, the milestone against Ireland was particularly per-
sonal. With the Windies chasing a target and wickets potentially tumbling, she em-
phasised the importance of mental discipline over raw aggression.
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DEREK KUMAR BUDHOO
]u[y 11,1982 —]u[y 21, 2021

Five years have passed, yet not a s'mg[e day goes by without though’cs
of you. Time may soﬁen the pain, but it can never diminish the love

we hold in our hearts or the cherished memories we shared.

Your kindness, [aughten Strength, and beau’ciﬁd spirit continue to
inspire allwho had the privi[ege of knowing you. Though you are no
longev by our side, your love lives on in our hearts, your [egacy lives
on thvough the lives you touched, and Your memory remains a guid~

ing [ight for our fami[y.

We will forever celebrate your [ife, honour your [egacy, and treasure
every precious moment we were blessed to share with you. You are
deep[y missed, [ovingly remembered, and fovever loved beyond

measure.
Until we meet again, you will a[ways be in our hearts.

With endless love,
Mom & Dad, Sisters: Sharda & Anita and the entire fami[y
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Guyana to launch mobile government
services for diaspora communities

Guyanese living abroad will soon
have easier access to essential govern-
ment services as the administration
moves to establish mobile service cen-
tres in countries with large diaspora
populations.

President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali
announced the initiative on Tuesday
evening during an engagement with
members of the Guyanese community
in Saint Lucia, saying the programme
aims to bring government services di-
rectly to citizens overseas.

“We want, at least once every year
in the beginning, to take the mobile
government service across every coun-
try where we have a large diaspora, so

we can service that diaspora with one

unit, whether it’s NIS, birth certifi-
cates, replacement of any document
and all of these things,” Ali said.

The president said the mobile
service centres will complement
Guyana’s ongoing digital transforma-
tion efforts, which have improved ac-
cess to public services within the
country.

He also announced that a mobile
team will soon begin providing biomet-
ric passport services to Guyanese
abroad, reducing the need for citizens
to travel to Guyana to complete pass-
port-related processes.

Ali highlighted the impact of
newly established government service

centres across Guyana, noting that they

have helped reduce processing times
for several transactions from weeks to
minutes by allowing multiple agencies
to operate under one roof.

During the Saint Lucia engage-
ment, attendees were invited to provide
their names, contact information and
details of issues requiring government
assistance. The concerns will be
recorded in a central database, allow-
ing officials to begin addressing re-
quests more efficiently.

The president also encouraged
members of the diaspora to return
home, invest in Guyana and contribute
to the country’s continued develop-

ment.

President Dr Irfaan Ali

T&T gov't launches review of diplomatic passports

The Trinidad and Tobago Govern-
ment has launched a sweeping review
of diplomatic passports and will move
to recover documents from several
holders, including former prime minis-
ter Dr Keith Rowley, according to the
Trinidad Guardian.

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar confirmed that Rowley will
be asked to surrender his diplomatic
passport after a review found that hun-
dreds of people were in possession of
the travel documents without meeting
the required criteria.

The announcement follows an
earlier directive for former prime min-
ister Stuart Young to return his diplo-
matic passport, making Rowley the
latest high-profile figure affected as
the Government moves to tighten over-
sight of the system.

Persad-Bissessar said the review
was triggered after international part-
ners raised concerns about the issuance
and possible misuse of diplomatic
passports.

“The Government was requested
by our foreign counterparts to look
into the issuance and abuse of Trinidad
and Tobago-issued diplomatic pass-
ports,” she said.

She added that an internal probe
found that 985 individuals held diplo-
matic passports despite most not quali-
fying for them.

According to the Prime Minister,
the exercise is part of a broader admin-

istrative correction rather than a tar-
geted political move. She said some
holders would instead be issued offi-
cial passports, others reverted to ordi-
nary passports, while a smaller group
would retain diplomatic status if they
still qualify.

Rowley, she said, would be con-
tacted by the Ministry of Foreign and
CARICOM Affairs.

“He is retired and he is not repre-
senting the country in an official ca-
pacity. Therefore, he should not be in
possession of a diplomatic passport,”
Persad-Bissessar said, adding that he
would instead be issued an official
passport.

She also clarified that diplomatic
passports do not automatically confer
immunity, noting that such privileges
depend on accreditation by receiving
states under the Vienna Convention.

Works and Infrastructure Minister
Jearlean John downplayed the contro-
versy, questioning the public attention
around the matter and saying travel
convenience was the main benefit of
the documents.

The move comes amid wider po-
litical tension over diplomatic privi-
leges, following the earlier decision to
request Stuart Young’s return of his
passport. The Opposition People’s Na-
tional Movement has described the ac-
tions as politically motivated, accusing
the Government of “revenge and petti-
ness.”

R4

BILINGUAL IMMIGRATION LAWYER
(English & French)

Refugee Claims | Francophone Immigration Support Pro-
gram | Francophone Minority Communities Student Pilot.
Contact me today!
pouchelonlaw@gmail.com.
416-759-8389
POUCHELON LAW
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION




MAINTAINING THE PERFECT BALANCE

THURSDAY JULY 16 2026

It is easy to get concerned when we see out-
bursts of deadly violence at street festivals in
Toronto, especially since we all like to participate in
them.

Indeed, summer festivals are almost a rite of
passage in this city. It is where we get to experience
the beauty and culture of the diversity around us, and
who doesn’t enjoy the food?

But last weekend’s shooting at Salsa on St Clair,
perhaps the most popular Latin festival in the city,
which left two people dead and many others injured,
has us worried.

After all, summer has only just started, and there
are many more street and public events to which we
look forward, one of them being our community’s
own Toronto Carnival, which begins at the end of this
month.

There was a time when carnival -- then known

by its original name, Caribana -- was plagued by inci-
dents of violence, including shootings.

Such was the concern that the organizers imme-
diately took steps to protect the 1 million or more
people who attend the annual parade, and eventually
managed to return it to its original reputation as one
of the safest events of its kind anywhere in the world.

We have no doubt that the Salsa shooting has en-
ergized the current Carnival organizers, who will
surely be in talks with police and private security to
make sure this event doesn’t fall to a similar fate.

Given the fact that they have dealt with this be-
fore and came out looking good on the other side, we
have confidence that those planning to attend the pa-
rade or the other main events that surround carnival
can be assured they will be safe.

As for Salsa on St Clair and other events that are
coming up, we trust that the Toronto Police Service is
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Festival worries

doing its best to secure these and keep them safe.

We’re certain that the city, as well, is taking
steps to assure the public that they will not be jeop-
ardizing their safety when attending.

We just have to look at the recently concluded
FIFA events in the city as examples. All ran without a
hitch, and these drew tens of thousands of locals and
well as visitors into the city core without problems.

This means that the shooting at Salsa on St Clair
was an aberration, not a pattern. From all reports, the
men killed at the event were targeted. That means no
amount of policing would have prevented it, but if
anything, would have simply delayed the inevitable.

We urge our readers to go out and enjoy what
Toronto has to offer this summer. Don’t live in fear,
but do keep an eye out for danger, in the unlikely
event it rears its ugly head.

Have a great summer of festivals.

Opposition Mouth Sweet, Biting on Sugar

Dear Editor,

PLEASE allow me to share some information
and remind my brothers and sisters of what truly oc-
curred within the sugar industry.

I will not go back to the distant past, but instead
deal with the reality that people, especially young
people, need to know about the sugar industry, par-
ticularly since sugar workers were misled in 2015 by
the PNC and AFC coalition government.

Leading up to the 2015 General and Regional
Elections, sugar workers and their families were
promised a better life. The APNU+AFC coalition re-
peatedly claimed that if elected they would make the
sugar industry profitable again and improve the wel-
fare of workers.

Between 2015 and 2020, the APNU+AFC gov-
ernment closed several sugar estates, including

Wales, Rose Hall, East Demerara and Skeldon. More

than 7,000 sugar workers lost their jobs directly,
while thousands more who depended on the industry
for transportation, vending, farming and small busi-
nesses were also severely affected.

The closure of estates destroyed livelihoods

across sugar-dependent communities. Families strug-

gled to put food on the table, children suffered, and
many workers were forced into hardship and migra-
tion in search of employment. Starvation and suffer-
ing became the reality for many former sugar
workers and their families.

The coalition government promised diversifica-
tion and alternative employment, but many of those
promises never materialised. Instead, entire commu-

nities were abandoned while the industry was pushed

into decline.
Today, the same people who presided over the

destruction of the sugar industry are attempting to
lecture the PPP government on management and
workers’ welfare.

Under the PPP/C government since 2020, thou-
sands of workers have been rehired and several es-
tates have resumed operations. Investments were
made to reopen Rose Hall Estate and revive produc-
tion in other areas. The government also restored
severance payments owed to workers and continued
support for communities that depend on sugar.

No one is saying the industry does not have
challenges. Sugar remains a major industry with
long-standing problems, and many of those issues
cannot be solved overnight. However, there is a clear
difference between a government trying to rebuild
the industry and one that deliberately dismantled it.

Between 2015 and 2020, workers could hardly
raise their voices without fear. Ministers of the for-
mer government showed little concern for the plight
of sugar workers and their families. Workers felt
abandoned.

Under the current PPP/C administration, work-
ers at least have a government and a Minister of
Agriculture who listens to their concerns and en-
gages with them directly. Minister Zulfikar
Mustapha has consistently met with workers, unions
and management in an effort to address issues affect-
ing the industry.

While management problems still exist within
GuySuCo, and production targets are sometimes not
met, those shortcomings cannot be placed solely at
the feet of the government. Some members of man-
agement must also accept responsibility for ineffi-
ciency and poor decision-making.

Today, we are again seeing opposition elements

attempting to use sugar workers for political gain.
Recently, Gobin Harbhajan of the WIN party using
the same tactics employed by the AFC and PNC be-
fore 2015 — attempting to brainwash sugar workers
with promises while ignoring the painful history of
estate closures and mass dismissals under the coali-
tion government.

The opposition’s spokesman on agriculture re-
mains silent on many critical issues affecting sugar
because many of those same individuals supported
policies that nearly destroyed the industry and left
thousands of workers and their families to suffer.

Since 2020, I have seen leadership from a Min-
ister who understands the struggles of the working
class, especially sugar workers. I have seen efforts to
restore dignity, jobs and hope to families who de-
pend on the industry for survival.

Under Minister Mustapha’s leadership, there
has been improved direction and greater attention to
workers’ welfare. While GuySuCo still faces opera-
tional and production challenges, the government
continues working to improve the industry rather
than destroy it.

Recently, misinformation was spread claiming
that workers would not receive retroactive payments.
Yet these false narratives are being pushed by some
of the same people who supported the firing of thou-
sands of workers and the closure of estates during
the coalition years.

Think carefully about who truly stood with
sugar workers during the difficult years and who is
standing with them today.

Respectfully,

Abel Seetaram
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Investments in new technologies
crucial to int’l supply chains

By Milan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

The federal government is making
investments in new technologies and
projects for the improvement of the crit-
ical minerals industry in Canada and its
performance in terms of environment, in
addition to playing an important part in
international supply chains.

The announcement was made by
Minister of Industry, Mélanie Joly. She
highlighted the investments made by the
federal government which are geared to-
wards innovation in the field of mining
and mine reclamation. The government
officials have confirmed that these in-
vestments will help Canadian firms and
organizations create innovations and de-
velop new technologies in the field of
extraction of minerals.

These investments will contribute
to making Canada competitive in the
field of critical minerals, which is grow-
ing at a fast pace. Some of the examples
of critical minerals include lithium,
nickel, cobalt, graphite, and rare carth el-
ements that are used in EV batteries, re-
newable energy, consumer electronics,
and manufacturing systems.

As indicated by the government,
the global demand for these resources is
expected to increase significantly in the
coming years due to the shift towards
low emission energy production.

The new fund would be used in the
development of projects geared at in-
creasing efficiency and minimizing the
negative impact on the environment. In-
novation can assist companies in becom-
ing more efficient in mining, which
means that the companies would be able
to extract higher volumes of useful min-
erals while minimizing waste and oper-
ational expenses.

Additionally, a portion of the
money would go into the development
of technologies of mine reclamation.
Reclamation refers to the process of
restoring lands that have been mined to
its natural condition once the mining
process is over. The government hopes
that such investments would minimize
the negative environmental impact and
promote sustainable resource develop-
ment.

According to Minister Joly, Canada
has all the necessary resources for the
promotion of innovative technologies
and industries. Thus, she stated that in-
novations would help in the creation of
sustainable supply chains and opportu-
nities for local communities.

The Canadian strategy for critical
minerals has been designed to develop
domestic value chains and to attract in-
vestments in the production, processing
and extraction of resources. It is impor-
tant to note that the government of
Canada has considered the critical min-
eral industry to require thorough strate-
gies due to its importance for economic
development and national security of the
country.

Canada has numerous deposits of

The mining industry is critical in Canada to the international supply chains

some
critical minerals and it is especially typ-
ical for such provinces and territories
where mining is well-developed. There
is an increased interest in regions of On-
tario, Quebec, British Columbia and the
North among governments and private
investors who want to implement min-
ing projects in these regions.

According to experts, the problem
of ensuring the supply of critical miner-
als has become topical for many states
since they are increasingly considered
necessary for some technologies related
to electric transportation, energy storage,
telecommunication and defense systems.
In this connection, the governments all
over the world have implemented some
policy measures to ensure the develop-
ment of domestic supply chains.

It is believed that increased innova-
tions can make Canadian companies
more competitive amid growing de-
mand.

The Canadian government also
pointed out economic incentives linked
to innovations in the mining sector.
Every year, the mining sector generates
billions of dollars of revenue for the
economy of Canada and employs thou-
sands of people all over the country. Ac-
cording to officials, further investments
into research and development may pro-
vide more employment and attract pri-
vate investments.

Mining communities depend heav-
ily on the industry as a major source of
economic activity and employment.
Government representatives say sup-
porting innovation will help the sector

adapt
to changing environmental and market
demands.

Environmental considerations re-
main an important part of resource de-
velopment. While mining continues to
play a significant role in Canada's econ-
omy, projects undergo regulatory and
environmental reviews to help protect
ecosystems and nearby communities.

In recent years, the federal govern-
ment has promoted responsible resource
development, arguing that Canada can
become a leading global supplier of crit-
ical minerals.

Industry groups have welcomed
government investments in innovation,
saying new technologies can address op-
erational challenges and improve pro-
ductivity. Researchers and mining
companies continue developing more ef-
ficient methods of extracting minerals.

The
announcement comes as countries com-
pete for leadership in clean technology
and advanced manufacturing. Access to
critical minerals is widely considered es-
sential for future industrial growth.

Federal officials say the latest in-
vestments represent another step toward
strengthening Canada's critical minerals
sector. Through these initiatives, the
government hopes to position Canada as
a leading supplier of the minerals needed
for future technologies and industries.

As demand for critical minerals
continues to grow, governments, indus-
try leaders and researchers are expected
to play an increasingly important role in
resource development. Officials say con-
tinued investment in innovation will
help Canada remain competitive in a
rapidly evolving global market














































































