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Presenting the budget, Senior Minister in the Office of the President with

responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, said Budget 2026 is designed

. to translate sustained economic expansion into tangible investments that
L improve livelihoods, strengthen communities and modernise national in-
I frastructure. More details inside

President Ali, King Charles
Il discuss environment

President Irfaan Ali on Tuesday met with Britain’s King Charles Il at Buck-
ingham Palace, where they engaged in discussions on ongoing collabora-
tion in the areas of environmental protection, biodiversity, and climate
action. A release from the Office of the President said that Ali also met with
the Commonwealth Secretary-General, Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey. The re-
lease stated that a key outcome is an agreement to collaborate on strategic
initiatives to support the Global Biodiversity Alliance. A Joint Working Team
will advance efforts to establish an International Biodiversity Centre of Ex-

e cellence based in Guyana.
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Countries join to fight gold smuggling

Police and prosecutors from Brazil, French Guiana,
Guyana and Suriname have joined forces in their first

REDDY'S
PHYSIO REHAB INC.

Serving The Community since 2004,
ever transnational operation to combat illegal gold min-
Tel: 416 285 1455 :
Cell: 416 357 6958 ne-: o
Fax: 416 755 9979 The cross-border operation involved over 24,500
Email: reddysphysio@gmail.com checks on vehicles and individuals and led to almost 200
arrests. These include the detention in Guyana of three
men on suspicion of gold smuggling and money launder-
ing. They were carrying unprocessed gold and USD
590,000 in cash and are alleged to be members of a
major organized crime group with possible links to a
leading Guyana gold exporting firm.

INTERPOL Secretary General Valdecy Urquiza
said: “The surge in international gold prices in recent
years has resulted in increased illegal gold mining mak-
ing it the fastest-growing revenue stream for organized
crime groups, including in Latin America. At INTER-
POL, we are committed to working with our partners to
disrupt those networks and prevent more damage to this
remote and environmentally fragile region.”

The operation also led to the seizure in Guyana and
Suriname of cylinders of mercury with a value of over

WE ARE SPECIALISTS INJEREATING USD 60,000. Mercury is commonly used in illegal gold
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT INJURIES. mining to separate the gold extracted from other metals
R e e injur and is extremely harmful both to the environment and

CALL US FIRST. I'sa to ” et v human health. The cylinders seized were being trans-
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ported by bus, concealed in solar panels. The joint security force
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Buxton farmers credit collaboration
with the gov't for advancing agriculture

Members of the Buxton/Friendship
Grantees Registered Proprietors Cooper-
ative Society have maintained that many
farmers in the area have benefited from
several government interventions that
have allowed them to be productive.

Chairman of the society, Leroy
Hamer, said that over the years, farmers
in the area have benefited from assis-
tance from the government, resulting in
easier access to farmlands and an in-
crease in production.

Mr. Hamer also said that since
members of his group approached the
government for assistance, a lot has been
done to resuscitate and expand agricul-
ture in the area. He said that the ministry
developed farm-to-market roads, which
have allowed greater access to cultiva-
tion areas.

“There has been no discrimination
here. Over the years, we faced chal-
lenges. When we got it (farm-to-market
road), it encouraged a lot of people be-
cause it made things easier for a lot of
farmers. One of the things [ have to give
the minister credit for is the dam initia-
tive. We are now getting access to cer-
tain areas that we weren’t getting access
to. We asked for land clearing since in
the previous administration, but we
didn’t get any. Also, one thing we must
thank the Vice President for is the sucker
dam. The lands in that area needed drain-
ing. For some time, that area was
blocked up because no maintenance was
done in that area. So, about a week after
we raised it, the Vice President sent in a
machine. The contractor came in and
cleared off (the land) in about a week,”

Minister Mustapha is praised by farmers for government intervention

he explained.

Mr. Hamer also said that, before the
end of the year, additional farmers, espe-
cially young farmers, are expected to
join the co-op.

Curt Adams, another farmer from
Buxton, said that because of the infra-
structural work done in the area, people
now have access to come and purchase
crops directly from his farm.

“When I came here to start farming,
I had challenges. This area was all mud.
When the rain fell, you couldn’t come
through with your produce. When Min-
ister Mustapha came into office, we went
to him and told him we were having is-

sues with the dam. He said we will try to
assist you. After that, we saw people
coming to measure the dam, and they
started working. As a farmer, I am thank-
ful for that because I know the kind of
challenges we got coming into our farm.
So, I am thankful to the government for
coming in to help because this is farm-
to-market. If someone wants to come
into the area to buy something, they can
drive and come straight to the farm,
whether it rains or not. [ have more work
to do, and [ will work with the ministry.
We need more food in the country, and
we are prepared to plant a lot of food,”
he explained.

Another farmer said that while their
group is engaging the government and
benefiting from assistance to develop
their farms, other farmers in the area are
not organized and lack internal leader-
ship and cooperation. He said that they
were able to come together and, through
the effective leadership of the co-op’s
chairman, a lot was accomplished. He
said the other farmers should organize
themselves and make their needs known
to their appointed government officials,
adding that their lack of cooperation and
proactiveness continues to hamper their
productivity.

“As a man, I can’t sit down and
wait and cry for things. I have to go out
and get it because I have a family to sup-
port. We worked together and went to
the Minister, and we got help. Some
other farmers don’t even want to help
themselves. We used to clean these
drains because it was the responsibility
of the NDC, and nothing was being
done. When we met with the minister,
we told him that we want to get the con-
tract, and he agreed. Now look, these
canals are maintained, and we are having
drainage. To be successful in farming,
you need access, drainage, and irriga-
tion. If you don’t have all three, you can-
not be successful,” he explained.

The farmers said over the years
they benefited from farming inputs such
as seeds, seedlings, fertilizer, tools, land
clearing, maintenance of drainage and ir-
rigation structures, and tubes to develop
internal drainage channels in their farms.

Budget 2026 puts people first, says Pres. Ali

FROM direct cash transfers to in-
vestments in targeted fiscal measures,
Budget 2026 themed ‘Putting People
First’, charts the way forward in realis-
ing the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) administration’s
vision for growth and development.

This was according to President
Dr. Irfaan Ali, during a video posted on
his official page, on Tuesday.

The President said this year’s fis-
cal package brings to life the govern-
ment’s five-year development plan.

“What is interesting is if you look
at Budget 2026, it is actually telling a
story that we may very well surpass
every single one of the commitments
we made, because in this first instal-
ment of real benefits, more benefits for
the people, you will see a clear direc-
tion as to how the investments are
being made to improve lives, expand
income, create more disposable in-
come, create jobs, give you safer com-
munity, better health care and
education,” the President reasoned.

He said that the measures in this
year’s fiscal package go just beyond
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President Irfaan Ali

cash transfers, with the government im-
plementing policies and creating in-
vestment engines to support small
businesses, co-investment opportunities
and create better facilities for the deliv-
ery of enhanced health and education.
The Head of State said: “We have
direct cash in people’s hand, and many
times, people only look at this measure,

direct cash transfer, which is only one
of the methods through which we are
transferring wealth, creating wealth and
opening up opportunities.”

During his budget presentation on
Monday, Minister within the Office of
the President with responsibility for Fi-
nance, Dr. Ashni Singh told the Na-
tional Assembly that the government,

in 2026, will introduce Special Devel-
opment Zones with fiscal incentives in-
tended to attract investment into
strategically selected locations.

This will complement anticipated
reductions in electricity costs that are
expected to significantly improve the
competitiveness of manufacturing op-
erations when the flagship Gas to En-
ergy (GtE) comes on stream.

In addition to this, the 2026
budget makes provisions for the re-
moval of corporate taxes on agriculture
and agro-processing which is expected
to free up resources for reinvestment.

The fiscal package also creates
space for the expansion of export al-
lowances to include value-added
forestry products and the removal of
VAT on locally made furniture and jew-
ellery.

This, the Finance Minister said,
will lower production costs, incentivise
downstream processing and strengthen
the capacity of local industries to com-
pete in regional and international mar-
kets.
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Guyanese businessman facing US ex-
tradition elected opposition leader

From the UK Guardian:

A Guyanese businessman facing ex-
tradition to the US on gold-smuggling and
money-laundering charges has been elected
as the country’s opposition leader, six
months after he formed a political party
that quickly became the second largest in
the South American country.

Azruddin Mohamed, 38, was con-
firmed as Guyana’s opposition leader after
16 lawmakers from the We Invest in Na-
tionhood party (Win) and another from a
single-seat outfit voted in his favor. The
tally made Win the second-largest party in
parliament, securing Mohamed’s election
even as a magistrate’s court hears state ar-
guments for his extradition to the US.

Mohamed and his father, Nazar Mo-
hamed, were indicted last year in Florida
on federal charges of gold smuggling and
money laundering.

The indictments came just over a year
after the US treasury department also sanc-
tioned the duo for allegedly smuggling
more than 10,000 kilograms (22,000
pounds) of gold to the US from Guyana,
and evading more than $50m in taxes.

The case has underscored persistent
government corruption in the oil-rich
South American country.

The family had been among Guyana’s
largest gold buyers and exporters. They

also ran one of the most successful foreign
exchange outlets and possess extensive real
estate holdings. Authorities have since
shuttered all their businesses and commer-
cial bank accounts once the sanctions were
announced.

Monday’s brief session, attended ex-
clusively by opposition lawmakers, took
place amid simmering pressure from west-
ern countries and civil society groups,
which had accused authorities of delaying
calling a parliamentary session to allow his
election. Until Monday, parliament had
met only once since its dissolution in July
ahead of the September general elections.

Addressing the possibility that he and
his father could be extradited, Mohamed
said that “a person is innocent until proven
guilty”.

He contended that efforts to exile him
have much to do with the fact that WIN is
opposing the ruling People’s Progressive
Party (PPP) with success, noting that “that
is why they are fighting me down”.

“I announced my candidacy because
of the people of this country,” he said.
“The people asked me. I would not have
had any court issues if I did not contest this
election. I am ready to serve the people of
this country,” he told reporters outside par-
liament.

The house speaker, Manzoor Nadir,
publicly expressed his unease with Mo-

-------
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Azruddin Mohamed — new Guyana Opposition leader

hamed’s election, describing himself as less chaired Monday’s brief proceedings,

being in a “difficult position” for having to  and ultimately congratulated Mohamed on
oversee the appointment of a fugitive as his victory.

the nation’s opposition leader. He neverthe-

Destination Guyana features in Good Travel Experiences

Destination Guyana has proudly
been featured in the Green Destinations
— Good Travel Experiences (GTE) plat-
form, highlighting three flagship eco-
tourism experiences: Rewa Eco Lodge:
Arapaima Conservation & Research Ini-
tiative, Caiman House Eco Lodge:
Yupukari River Turtle Conservation
Project, and Atta Rainforest Lodge:
Iwokrama Canopy Walkway Trail.

This international recognition is the
result of collaborative efforts undertaken
in 2025 between the Ministry of
Tourism, Industry and
Commerce/Guyana Tourism Authority
(GTA) and Green Destinations, show-
casing Guyana’s commitment to sustain-
able tourism and community-led
conservation.

The Good Travel Alliance, of
which Guyana is a founding member, is
a global collective of destinations,
tourism boards, tour operators, and ex-
perience providers dedicated to develop-
ing travel products, attractions, and trails
that maximise social and economic ben-
efits for local communities, minimise
negative impacts on the climate, envi-
ronment, biodiversity, and cultural her-
itage.

By being part of this alliance,
Guyana continues to strengthen its posi-
tion as a leading eco-tourism destina-
tion, offering travellers authentic
experiences that protect nature while

empowering communities.

In collaboration with the Guyana
Tourism Authority (GTA) and Green
Destinations, this project is designed to
elevate sustainability across Guyana’s
tourism sector through a structured,
multi-phase approach. The initiative be-
gins with a Country Baseline Assess-
ment to evaluate Guyana’s current
sustainability performance, identify
gaps, and establish a pathway toward
achieving country-level certification.

At the business level, the project in-
cluded workshops for the GTA and local
tourism operators, equipping them with
practical tools to implement sustainable
practices. Following this, up to 50 busi-
nesses will undergo the Business Sector
Sustainability Scan (BSSS), a remote as-
sessment to benchmark their sustainabil-
ity efforts. High-performing businesses
will then advance to Level 1 certification
under the Good Travel Seal, a globally
recognized standard for ethical and eco-
conscious tourism.

Through these efforts, the project
aims to foster measurable improvements
in sustainability practices across the in-
dustry, secure certifications that enhance
market competitiveness, and position
Guyana as an emerging leader in sus-
tainable tourism—all while generating
actionable insights to guide long-term
policy and industry development.

Caiman House Eco-Lodge was one of the featured properties
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Refugee Claims | Francophone Immigration Support Pro-
gram | Francophone Minority Communities Student Pilot.
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Editorial from the Guyana Chron-
icle, January 27 2026

Budget 2026 is not just a record-
breaking $1.558 trillion package; it
aims to turn rapid growth into overall
human development, guided by the
theme of Putting People First. It shows
continuity in the government’s eco-
nomic strategy while also focusing
more on sharing growth widely and
sustainably.

The most striking aspect is the in-
crease in direct transfers and targeted
relief for households without introduc-
ing new taxes. The budget enhances
cash grants, pensions, public assis-
tance, and adjustments to tax thresh-
olds.

Together, these measures signifi-
cantly increase disposable incomes for
low and middle-income families. They

Inclusive and Lasting

reinforce the idea that citizens should
benefit from the oil economy in their
wallets, not just in broad economic fig-
ures.

Education and health are the key
areas for long-term change. By ex-
panding school construction, digital
learning, and family support through
the Because We Care and transport
grants, the budget addresses both sup-
ply and demand issues in education.

The commitment to free univer-
sity education and support for exami-
nation fees takes policy beyond mere
access to true equality of opportunity.
In health, the push for specialised care,
modern hospitals, and digital records
suggests that Guyana seeks more than
small improvements; it is building a
modern health system that can keep
talent and handle complex conditions
locally.

On the productive side, the hous-
ing initiative, major transport projects,
and the creation of the Guyana Devel-
opment Bank work together. Afford-
able housing, new highways and
bridges, along with concessional fi-
nancing for small and medium enter-
prises create an environment where
private business can thrive.

The zero-interest, zero-collateral
lending model is particularly ground-
breaking. It acknowledges that lack of
collateral, not lack of ideas, has held
back many ordinary Guyanese from
fully engaging in the growth story.

Also encouraging is the focus on
important but softer aspects of devel-
opment: security sector modernisation,
community safety, and the Orange
Economy. Improvements in surveil-
lance, better conditions for law en-
forcement, and increased stipends for

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

community workers go beyond just se-
curity measures; they support investor
confidence and social stability.

Meanwhile, targeted support for
culture and creative industries shows a
more nuanced view of development—
one that values identity, heritage, and
innovation as economic assets rather
than afterthoughts.

No budget is perfect, and success-
ful execution will be key to realising
these goals. Public service capacity,
timely project completion, and careful
monitoring will all be crucial. How-
ever, Budget 2026 offers a clear, peo-
ple-focused framework that balances
growth with fairness. It deserves
recognition not just as the largest
budget in Guyana’s history, but as one
of the most thoughtfully designed to
ensure that prosperity is both inclusive
and lasting.

Budget 2026: A plan that truly puts people first

Dear Editor,

BUDGET 2026, presented under
the theme “Putting People First,” lived
up fully to its title. The document and
the minister’s presentation make clear
that the central objective of fiscal pol-
icy is not abstract growth alone, but the
direct improvement of the daily lives of
Guyanese citizens.

The budget is framed not as a
ledger of macro targets, but as a blue-
print for daily lived experiences. Every
pillar is tied to tangible outcomes: bet-
ter health, better schooling, safer and
more affordable housing, reliable water
and power, and thriving communities.

The implicit contract is that na-
tional wealth should translate into
household wellbeing, and policy
choices should be judged by their im-
pact on ordinary people’s lives.

Across its pillars, the budget
places the human being at the centre of

development. Massive investments in
health, education, housing, water, sani-
tation, and community infrastructure
are not framed merely as capital proj-
ects, but as instruments to raise quality
of life, expand opportunity, and reduce
inequality.

The emphasis on world-class hos-
pitals, modern schools, expanded hous-
ing schemes, and reliable utilities
reflects a deliberate strategy to convert
national wealth into household wellbe-
ing.

Equally important is the focus on
incomes and cost-of-living relief. Con-
tinued tax reductions, public-sector
wage growth, cash grants, pensions,
and targeted social programmes
demonstrate a commitment to protect-
ing purchasing power and ensuring that
growth is broadly shared.

These measures are complemented
by job creation through infrastructure,

energy expansion, agriculture, and
services, ensuring that dignity through
work remains a core national value.

The budget also looks to the future
by investing heavily in education, skills
training, digitalisation, and youth de-
velopment, preparing citizens to partic-
ipate meaningfully in a modern,
diversified economy.

At the same time, it strengthens
resilience through climate adaptation,
food security, and prudent management
of oil revenues via the Natural Re-
source Fund, safeguarding today’s

Send us you

gains for tomorrow’s generations.

In substance and in spirit, Budget
2026 demonstrates that “Putting People
First” is not a slogan, but a governing
philosophy translated into policy, pro-
grammes, and priorities that place the
welfare, dignity, and opportunity of
every Guyanese at the heart of national
development.

Sincerely,

Tilokie Depoo, Ph.D.

Economist
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Ease at the check-out line: Federal
government tackles food security

By Milan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

The federal government an-
nounced a series of new measures
meant to reduce costs for Canadians at
grocery stores and for other basic
household needs, according to a gov-
ernment news release. The measures
include changes to Canada’s tax credit
system and funding aimed at strength-
ening food supply chains and support-
ing food banks.

Prime Minister Mark Carney
introduced the package of measures in
Ottawa on January 26, saying that the
moves are designed to address ongoing
cost issues in households.The govern-
ment stated food prices have remained
high in recent years, and that the new
steps are intended to provide immedi-
ate relief and long term support.

At the centre of this package is
a redesign to the Goods and Services
tax credit, known as GST, which the
government said will be rebranded as
the Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit beginning in July 2026. Under
these changes, the amount of the bene-
fit will be increased by 25% for five
years, and a one time top up equivalent
to a 50% increase will happen this year.

The government also says the
combined increases mean that a family
of four could receive up to $1890 this
year and $1400 annually over the four
years after, while a single person would
receive up to $950 this year and around
$700 in the following four years. The
benefit is expected to reach over 12
million Canadians.

The measures announced on
Monday also include steps made for
food production and supply chains. The
government said it will allocate $500
million from the Strategic Response
fund to assist businesses in managing
costs related to supply chain issues
without passing these costs onto con-
sumers. In addition to this, a $150 mil-
lion Food Security Fund will be created
under the existing Regional Tariff Re-
sponse Initiative to support small and
medium businesses and organizations.

To support domestic food pro-
duction, the government said it will
allow immediate spending for green-
house buildings acquired on or after
November 4, 2025, through to the year
2030, as well as $20 million to the
Local Food Infrastructure Fund to sup-

port
food banks and community organiza-
tions that supply food to people that are
in need. The funding is intended to
help these organizations deliver health-
ier food to anyone who needs it.

Government officials said a
National Food Security Strategy will
be created to strengthen Canadian food
production and improve access to af-
fordable and nutritious food. The strat-
egy is expected to include measures
such as unit price labels and support
for monitoring competition by the
competition bureau across supply
chains.

The government said the new

affordability measures build on previ-

Prime Minister Mark Carney

ous
cost saving steps, including reductions
to the personal income tax rate for mid-
dle income Canadians, changes to the
GST for first time homebuyers, and the
cancellation of the federal consumer
carbon tax, which government sources
said helped to bring down the price of
gas. Agriculture and Agri-Food minis-
ter Heath MacDonald said at the an-
nouncement that many Canadians have
experienced cost pressure for a while
and the new measures are meant to
help both the consumer and producer.
These measures, combined
with Budget 2025, which was tabled
last year, included other initiatives
meant to cover affordability, such as

mak-

ing the National School Food Program
permanent and rolling out automatic
federal benefits, which are made to en-
sure eligible low income Canadians re-
ceive benefits they qualify for.

The government said the com-
bination of the tax changes, increased
benefits, and new strategic investments
is supposed to provide short term relief
while contributing to long term eco-
nomic resilience. The government also
stated the supply chain disruptions and
other global factors have contributed to
higher food prices in recent years, and
that their new measures are a part of a
larger strategy to address these prob-

lems.

Central Bank holds key interest rate

The Bank of Canada held its benchmark interest rate The Bank of Canada released updated forecasts for

steady Wednesday and forecasts a gradual economic re-
covery from the U.S. tariff shock.

The policy rate remains at 2.25 per cent after the
central bank’s first decision of the year.

Economists had widely expected the hold.

Bank of Canada governor Tiff Macklem said in pre-
pared remarks that the economy has evolved broadly in
line with the central bank’s expectations since hitting
pause on its interest rate easing cycle in December.

But he also warned that uncertainty remains “unusu-
ally high,” particularly around geopolitical risks and the
upcoming review of the Canada-U.S.-Mexico agreement.

Macklem said it’s “too early to tell how well the
Canadian economy will adjust to current tariffs and ongo-
ing uncertainty.”

He said the central bank’s governing council sees the
policy rate as “appropriate” based on the central bank’s
outlook, but the “timing or direction of the next change in
the policy rate” is difficult to predict.

the economy and inflation alongside Wednesday’s rate de-
cision.

Coming off strong annual gross domestic product
growth in the third quarter, the central bank now expects
the economy stalled in the final quarter of 2025. Swings
in export volumes and other business activity responding
to tariffs are driving volatility in the quarterly GDP read-
ings, monetary policymakers noted.

The Bank of Canada is expecting annual GDP
growth averaged 1.7 per cent last year. The central bank
sees more modest growth of 1.1 per cent in 2026 and 1.5
per cent in 2027 as businesses adjust to the new trade re-
alities.

Globally, the Bank of Canada sees GDP growth
higher at a little over three per cent for the coming years.

Projected drop-offs in net exports are a primary fac-
tor for Canada’s relative economic weakness, but fore-
casters at the central bank also cited slowing population
growth as a drag on activity.
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MINISTER of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha, on Saturday met with rice farmers in Region Five to discuss the ongoing development of the rice sector
and to formally distribute certificates of title under the government’s rice- insurance programme. The engagement formed part of the government’s
wider efforts to strengthen farmer resilience, safeguard livelihoods and ensure long-term growth and stability within the rice industry. The insurance pro-
gramme was launched in 2025 by President, Dr Irfaan Ali and forms part of its broader agricultural transformation agenda. The programme was intro-
duced to provide rice farmers with protection against losses arising from flooding and other climate-related risks, while strengthening confidence and
stability within the sector. (Ministry of Agriculture)

UK joins Global Biodiversity
Alliance spearheaded by
Guyana

THE United Kingdom has joined was attended by President Dr Irfaan Ali
the Global Biodiversity Alliance, an in-  and other officials.
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ternational initiative spearheaded by She confirmed that President Ali

Guyana, outgoing British High Com- will soon travel to the United Kingdom

missioner Jane Miller announced on for further discussions aimed at ad-

Friday evening. vancing the alliance and strengthening
The High Commissioner made international co-operation on biodiver-

this disclosure during her farewell re- sity protection.

ception at her official residence, which Miller underscored the importance

of the UK joining the alliance as part of

Adve rt i se i n the global effort to combat biodiversity

loss, while also commending Guyana’s
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Highly sustainable, peopled-centred
tourism industry being built

GUYANA’S tourism industry has
entered a remarkable phase of growth,
marked by record-breaking visitor ar-
rivals, expanded accommodation, and
new international flight connections that
show strong global confidence in the
destination.

The government is deepening its in-
vestments in 2026 to create a more sus-
tainable, diversified, and
people-centered tourism economy.
While presenting Budget 2026 to the Na-
tional Assembly, Senior Minister in the
Office of the President with Responsibil-
ity for Finance Dr. Ashni Singh, said the
administration’s main focus is to trans-
form the sector.

This includes ensuring sustainable
and world-class tourism experiences, ex-
panding air and domestic connectivity,
and empowering communities through
job creation and economic opportunities.

The that
Guyana welcomed a record 453,489 vis-
itors in 2025, the highest number ever
recorded. Building on this success, the
government plans to review, update, and
implement the National Strategic
Tourism Action Plan. This plan will
guide development over the next five
years, emphasizing community-led
tourism, product diversification, and af-
fordability for both residents and visi-
tors.

Since returning to office, the gov-
ernment has addressed two key chal-
lenges in the sector: accommodation and
airlift. Over the last five years, hotel
room capacity has grown by 42 percent,
with 738 new rooms added in 2025
alone. By the end of 2026, over 1,000
additional rooms are expected, raising
the country’s total room count to 5,600,
an increase from just over 3,200 in 2020.
Interest in luxury and eco-tourism keeps
growing, with 24 expressions of interest

minister announced

Guyana has been awarded the Destination of the Year in the Ecological Tourism category

received from investors for high-value
eco-lodges and resorts.

These projects will follow design
and sustainability guidelines developed
with international eco-architects last
year. The minister also highlighted rapid
growth in short-term rental options, with
new Airbnb-registered properties adding
nearly 70 rooms to the sector in 2025,
bringing the total to 115 establishments
offering 544 rooms. On the connectivity
side, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines started
operations in June 2025, adding 1,650
seats weekly to Amsterdam.

Meanwhile, Air Transat launched in

December, providing twice-weekly
flights to Toronto and adding another
796 seats weekly. Dr. Singh confirmed
that talks are ongoing with other major
carriers to expand international airlift
further. Diversifying Guyana’s tourism
offerings remains a key part of the gov-
ernment’s medium-term plan. In 2025,
56 communities across the country were
added to key tourism circuits.

This introduction brought more ex-
periential and community-based prod-
ucts, along with niche markets in sports
tourism, cultural festivals, and events
aimed at the diaspora, like conferences,

weddings, and reunions.

“These initiatives ensure that more
of the tourism revenue stays within com-
munities, creating sustainable liveli-
hoods beyond traditional hotspots,” Dr.
Singh emphasized.

A significant part of the 2026 plan
is the completion of the new Hospitality
and Tourism Institute, which will train
over 700 individuals in technical and
service-related fields. With an allocation
of $2.2 billion for its completion this
year, the facility is expected to become
the leading center for tourism and hospi-
tality training in the region.

Baganara Island Resort expands with new executive cottages

GUYANA'’S growing tourism sec-
tor received another boost on Saturday
with the commissioning of ten new ex-
ecutive conference cottages at
Baganara Island Resort, a private sec-
tor investment, government officials
say supports the country’s wider push
to develop sustainable, hinterland and
conference tourism.

The expansion at the Essequibo
River resort was highlighted by Prime
Minister Brigadier Mark Phillips, who
delivered remarks on behalf of Presi-
dent Dr. Irfaan Ali, along with Minister
of Tourism, Industry and Commerce
Susan Rodrigues, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Correia Group of Compa-
nies Michael Correia, and Chief
Investment Officer Dr. Peter Ramsa-
roop.

The speakers described the proj-

ect as a sign of growing confidence in
Guyana’s tourism and hospitality in-
dustry.

Delivering the President’s ad-
dress, Prime Minister Phillips reflected
on Baganara’s steady development
over the years, noting that its gradual
expansion has helped build confidence
among investors while maintaining a
focus on sustainability.

“This is an area that has immense
potential for tourism, and I must com-
mend all the members of the private
sector, who, over the years, have in-
vested in making this area an attractive
area for tourism. And, of course, the
private company, | must commend
you, because you can’t help recognis-
ing the majestic building as you come
up the Essequibo River, the main
building here,” he said.

Prime Minister Phillips also
pointed to the resort’s growing interna-
tional profile, emphasising that
Baganara’s success extends beyond
physical expansion.

He noted that in 2024, the resort
hosted the Concordia Amazonas Sum-
mit on Sustainable Development,
bringing together regional leaders to
discuss sustainability, responsibility,
and development in harmony with na-
ture.

He further highlighted that
Baganara was selected as the venue for
the launch of the World Tourism
Awareness Fund, marking what he de-
scribed as the resort’s confident entry
into the conference and events tourism
market.

“And today, with the opening of
the new conference cottages, we mark

a new chapter in that journey. Cottages
are bridges to opportunity, platforms
for dialogue, and havens for ideas.
Their spaces, their talks meet tranquil-
lity, and their conferences can now
flourish in the heart of the world for
us,” he said.

According to the Prime Minister,
investments such as this have far-
reaching economic and social benefits,
particularly for surrounding communi-
ties. “The expansion represented by
these conference cottages is a strategic
and transformative investment. It will
strengthen small conference tourism,
and, combined with other resorts and
hotels in Baganara, has the potential to
support conference tourism on a much
larger scale. Let us not view confer-
ence tourism as a small niche,” he said.








































































