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Presenting the budget, Senior Minister in the Office of the President with

responsibility for Finance, Dr Ashni Singh, said Budget 2026 is designed

. to translate sustained economic expansion into tangible investments that
L improve livelihoods, strengthen communities and modernise national in-
I frastructure. More details inside

President Ali, King Charles
Il discuss environment

President Irfaan Ali on Tuesday met with Britain’s King Charles Il at Buck-
ingham Palace, where they engaged in discussions on ongoing collabora-
tion in the areas of environmental protection, biodiversity, and climate
action. A release from the Office of the President said that Ali also met with
the Commonwealth Secretary-General, Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey. The re-
lease stated that a key outcome is an agreement to collaborate on strategic
initiatives to support the Global Biodiversity Alliance. A Joint Working Team
will advance efforts to establish an International Biodiversity Centre of Ex-

e cellence based in Guyana.
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Countries join to fight gold smuggling

Police and prosecutors from Brazil, French Guiana,
Guyana and Suriname have joined forces in their first

REDDY'S
PHYSIO REHAB INC.

Serving The Community since 2004,
ever transnational operation to combat illegal gold min-
Tel: 416 285 1455 :
Cell: 416 357 6958 ne-: o
Fax: 416 755 9979 The cross-border operation involved over 24,500
Email: reddysphysio@gmail.com checks on vehicles and individuals and led to almost 200
arrests. These include the detention in Guyana of three
men on suspicion of gold smuggling and money launder-
ing. They were carrying unprocessed gold and USD
590,000 in cash and are alleged to be members of a
major organized crime group with possible links to a
leading Guyana gold exporting firm.

INTERPOL Secretary General Valdecy Urquiza
said: “The surge in international gold prices in recent
years has resulted in increased illegal gold mining mak-
ing it the fastest-growing revenue stream for organized
crime groups, including in Latin America. At INTER-
POL, we are committed to working with our partners to
disrupt those networks and prevent more damage to this
remote and environmentally fragile region.”

The operation also led to the seizure in Guyana and
Suriname of cylinders of mercury with a value of over

WE ARE SPECIALISTS INJEREATING USD 60,000. Mercury is commonly used in illegal gold
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT INJURIES. mining to separate the gold extracted from other metals
R e e injur and is extremely harmful both to the environment and

CALL US FIRST. I'sa to ” et v human health. The cylinders seized were being trans-
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ported by bus, concealed in solar panels. The joint security force
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Buxton farmers credit collaboration
with the gov't for advancing agriculture

Members of the Buxton/Friendship
Grantees Registered Proprietors Cooper-
ative Society have maintained that many
farmers in the area have benefited from
several government interventions that
have allowed them to be productive.

Chairman of the society, Leroy
Hamer, said that over the years, farmers
in the area have benefited from assis-
tance from the government, resulting in
easier access to farmlands and an in-
crease in production.

Mr. Hamer also said that since
members of his group approached the
government for assistance, a lot has been
done to resuscitate and expand agricul-
ture in the area. He said that the ministry
developed farm-to-market roads, which
have allowed greater access to cultiva-
tion areas.

“There has been no discrimination
here. Over the years, we faced chal-
lenges. When we got it (farm-to-market
road), it encouraged a lot of people be-
cause it made things easier for a lot of
farmers. One of the things [ have to give
the minister credit for is the dam initia-
tive. We are now getting access to cer-
tain areas that we weren’t getting access
to. We asked for land clearing since in
the previous administration, but we
didn’t get any. Also, one thing we must
thank the Vice President for is the sucker
dam. The lands in that area needed drain-
ing. For some time, that area was
blocked up because no maintenance was
done in that area. So, about a week after
we raised it, the Vice President sent in a
machine. The contractor came in and
cleared off (the land) in about a week,”

Minister Mustapha is praised by farmers for government intervention

he explained.

Mr. Hamer also said that, before the
end of the year, additional farmers, espe-
cially young farmers, are expected to
join the co-op.

Curt Adams, another farmer from
Buxton, said that because of the infra-
structural work done in the area, people
now have access to come and purchase
crops directly from his farm.

“When I came here to start farming,
I had challenges. This area was all mud.
When the rain fell, you couldn’t come
through with your produce. When Min-
ister Mustapha came into office, we went
to him and told him we were having is-

sues with the dam. He said we will try to
assist you. After that, we saw people
coming to measure the dam, and they
started working. As a farmer, I am thank-
ful for that because I know the kind of
challenges we got coming into our farm.
So, I am thankful to the government for
coming in to help because this is farm-
to-market. If someone wants to come
into the area to buy something, they can
drive and come straight to the farm,
whether it rains or not. [ have more work
to do, and [ will work with the ministry.
We need more food in the country, and
we are prepared to plant a lot of food,”
he explained.

Another farmer said that while their
group is engaging the government and
benefiting from assistance to develop
their farms, other farmers in the area are
not organized and lack internal leader-
ship and cooperation. He said that they
were able to come together and, through
the effective leadership of the co-op’s
chairman, a lot was accomplished. He
said the other farmers should organize
themselves and make their needs known
to their appointed government officials,
adding that their lack of cooperation and
proactiveness continues to hamper their
productivity.

“As a man, I can’t sit down and
wait and cry for things. I have to go out
and get it because I have a family to sup-
port. We worked together and went to
the Minister, and we got help. Some
other farmers don’t even want to help
themselves. We used to clean these
drains because it was the responsibility
of the NDC, and nothing was being
done. When we met with the minister,
we told him that we want to get the con-
tract, and he agreed. Now look, these
canals are maintained, and we are having
drainage. To be successful in farming,
you need access, drainage, and irriga-
tion. If you don’t have all three, you can-
not be successful,” he explained.

The farmers said over the years
they benefited from farming inputs such
as seeds, seedlings, fertilizer, tools, land
clearing, maintenance of drainage and ir-
rigation structures, and tubes to develop
internal drainage channels in their farms.

Budget 2026 puts people first, says Pres. Ali

FROM direct cash transfers to in-
vestments in targeted fiscal measures,
Budget 2026 themed ‘Putting People
First’, charts the way forward in realis-
ing the People’s Progressive
Party/Civic (PPP/C) administration’s
vision for growth and development.

This was according to President
Dr. Irfaan Ali, during a video posted on
his official page, on Tuesday.

The President said this year’s fis-
cal package brings to life the govern-
ment’s five-year development plan.

“What is interesting is if you look
at Budget 2026, it is actually telling a
story that we may very well surpass
every single one of the commitments
we made, because in this first instal-
ment of real benefits, more benefits for
the people, you will see a clear direc-
tion as to how the investments are
being made to improve lives, expand
income, create more disposable in-
come, create jobs, give you safer com-
munity, better health care and
education,” the President reasoned.

He said that the measures in this
year’s fiscal package go just beyond
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President Irfaan Ali

cash transfers, with the government im-
plementing policies and creating in-
vestment engines to support small
businesses, co-investment opportunities
and create better facilities for the deliv-
ery of enhanced health and education.
The Head of State said: “We have
direct cash in people’s hand, and many
times, people only look at this measure,

direct cash transfer, which is only one
of the methods through which we are
transferring wealth, creating wealth and
opening up opportunities.”

During his budget presentation on
Monday, Minister within the Office of
the President with responsibility for Fi-
nance, Dr. Ashni Singh told the Na-
tional Assembly that the government,

in 2026, will introduce Special Devel-
opment Zones with fiscal incentives in-
tended to attract investment into
strategically selected locations.

This will complement anticipated
reductions in electricity costs that are
expected to significantly improve the
competitiveness of manufacturing op-
erations when the flagship Gas to En-
ergy (GtE) comes on stream.

In addition to this, the 2026
budget makes provisions for the re-
moval of corporate taxes on agriculture
and agro-processing which is expected
to free up resources for reinvestment.

The fiscal package also creates
space for the expansion of export al-
lowances to include value-added
forestry products and the removal of
VAT on locally made furniture and jew-
ellery.

This, the Finance Minister said,
will lower production costs, incentivise
downstream processing and strengthen
the capacity of local industries to com-
pete in regional and international mar-
kets.
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Guyanese businessman facing US ex-
tradition elected opposition leader

From the UK Guardian:

A Guyanese businessman facing ex-
tradition to the US on gold-smuggling and
money-laundering charges has been elected
as the country’s opposition leader, six
months after he formed a political party
that quickly became the second largest in
the South American country.

Azruddin Mohamed, 38, was con-
firmed as Guyana’s opposition leader after
16 lawmakers from the We Invest in Na-
tionhood party (Win) and another from a
single-seat outfit voted in his favor. The
tally made Win the second-largest party in
parliament, securing Mohamed’s election
even as a magistrate’s court hears state ar-
guments for his extradition to the US.

Mohamed and his father, Nazar Mo-
hamed, were indicted last year in Florida
on federal charges of gold smuggling and
money laundering.

The indictments came just over a year
after the US treasury department also sanc-
tioned the duo for allegedly smuggling
more than 10,000 kilograms (22,000
pounds) of gold to the US from Guyana,
and evading more than $50m in taxes.

The case has underscored persistent
government corruption in the oil-rich
South American country.

The family had been among Guyana’s
largest gold buyers and exporters. They

also ran one of the most successful foreign
exchange outlets and possess extensive real
estate holdings. Authorities have since
shuttered all their businesses and commer-
cial bank accounts once the sanctions were
announced.

Monday’s brief session, attended ex-
clusively by opposition lawmakers, took
place amid simmering pressure from west-
ern countries and civil society groups,
which had accused authorities of delaying
calling a parliamentary session to allow his
election. Until Monday, parliament had
met only once since its dissolution in July
ahead of the September general elections.

Addressing the possibility that he and
his father could be extradited, Mohamed
said that “a person is innocent until proven
guilty”.

He contended that efforts to exile him
have much to do with the fact that WIN is
opposing the ruling People’s Progressive
Party (PPP) with success, noting that “that
is why they are fighting me down”.

“I announced my candidacy because
of the people of this country,” he said.
“The people asked me. I would not have
had any court issues if I did not contest this
election. I am ready to serve the people of
this country,” he told reporters outside par-
liament.

The house speaker, Manzoor Nadir,
publicly expressed his unease with Mo-

-------
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Azruddin Mohamed — new Guyana Opposition leader

hamed’s election, describing himself as less chaired Monday’s brief proceedings,

being in a “difficult position” for having to  and ultimately congratulated Mohamed on
oversee the appointment of a fugitive as his victory.

the nation’s opposition leader. He neverthe-

Destination Guyana features in Good Travel Experiences

Destination Guyana has proudly
been featured in the Green Destinations
— Good Travel Experiences (GTE) plat-
form, highlighting three flagship eco-
tourism experiences: Rewa Eco Lodge:
Arapaima Conservation & Research Ini-
tiative, Caiman House Eco Lodge:
Yupukari River Turtle Conservation
Project, and Atta Rainforest Lodge:
Iwokrama Canopy Walkway Trail.

This international recognition is the
result of collaborative efforts undertaken
in 2025 between the Ministry of
Tourism, Industry and
Commerce/Guyana Tourism Authority
(GTA) and Green Destinations, show-
casing Guyana’s commitment to sustain-
able tourism and community-led
conservation.

The Good Travel Alliance, of
which Guyana is a founding member, is
a global collective of destinations,
tourism boards, tour operators, and ex-
perience providers dedicated to develop-
ing travel products, attractions, and trails
that maximise social and economic ben-
efits for local communities, minimise
negative impacts on the climate, envi-
ronment, biodiversity, and cultural her-
itage.

By being part of this alliance,
Guyana continues to strengthen its posi-
tion as a leading eco-tourism destina-
tion, offering travellers authentic
experiences that protect nature while

empowering communities.

In collaboration with the Guyana
Tourism Authority (GTA) and Green
Destinations, this project is designed to
elevate sustainability across Guyana’s
tourism sector through a structured,
multi-phase approach. The initiative be-
gins with a Country Baseline Assess-
ment to evaluate Guyana’s current
sustainability performance, identify
gaps, and establish a pathway toward
achieving country-level certification.

At the business level, the project in-
cluded workshops for the GTA and local
tourism operators, equipping them with
practical tools to implement sustainable
practices. Following this, up to 50 busi-
nesses will undergo the Business Sector
Sustainability Scan (BSSS), a remote as-
sessment to benchmark their sustainabil-
ity efforts. High-performing businesses
will then advance to Level 1 certification
under the Good Travel Seal, a globally
recognized standard for ethical and eco-
conscious tourism.

Through these efforts, the project
aims to foster measurable improvements
in sustainability practices across the in-
dustry, secure certifications that enhance
market competitiveness, and position
Guyana as an emerging leader in sus-
tainable tourism—all while generating
actionable insights to guide long-term
policy and industry development.

Caiman House Eco-Lodge was one of the featured properties
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Refugee Claims | Francophone Immigration Support Pro-
gram | Francophone Minority Communities Student Pilot.
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Editorial from the Guyana Chron-
icle, January 27 2026

Budget 2026 is not just a record-
breaking $1.558 trillion package; it
aims to turn rapid growth into overall
human development, guided by the
theme of Putting People First. It shows
continuity in the government’s eco-
nomic strategy while also focusing
more on sharing growth widely and
sustainably.

The most striking aspect is the in-
crease in direct transfers and targeted
relief for households without introduc-
ing new taxes. The budget enhances
cash grants, pensions, public assis-
tance, and adjustments to tax thresh-
olds.

Together, these measures signifi-
cantly increase disposable incomes for
low and middle-income families. They

Inclusive and Lasting

reinforce the idea that citizens should
benefit from the oil economy in their
wallets, not just in broad economic fig-
ures.

Education and health are the key
areas for long-term change. By ex-
panding school construction, digital
learning, and family support through
the Because We Care and transport
grants, the budget addresses both sup-
ply and demand issues in education.

The commitment to free univer-
sity education and support for exami-
nation fees takes policy beyond mere
access to true equality of opportunity.
In health, the push for specialised care,
modern hospitals, and digital records
suggests that Guyana seeks more than
small improvements; it is building a
modern health system that can keep
talent and handle complex conditions
locally.

On the productive side, the hous-
ing initiative, major transport projects,
and the creation of the Guyana Devel-
opment Bank work together. Afford-
able housing, new highways and
bridges, along with concessional fi-
nancing for small and medium enter-
prises create an environment where
private business can thrive.

The zero-interest, zero-collateral
lending model is particularly ground-
breaking. It acknowledges that lack of
collateral, not lack of ideas, has held
back many ordinary Guyanese from
fully engaging in the growth story.

Also encouraging is the focus on
important but softer aspects of devel-
opment: security sector modernisation,
community safety, and the Orange
Economy. Improvements in surveil-
lance, better conditions for law en-
forcement, and increased stipends for

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

community workers go beyond just se-
curity measures; they support investor
confidence and social stability.

Meanwhile, targeted support for
culture and creative industries shows a
more nuanced view of development—
one that values identity, heritage, and
innovation as economic assets rather
than afterthoughts.

No budget is perfect, and success-
ful execution will be key to realising
these goals. Public service capacity,
timely project completion, and careful
monitoring will all be crucial. How-
ever, Budget 2026 offers a clear, peo-
ple-focused framework that balances
growth with fairness. It deserves
recognition not just as the largest
budget in Guyana’s history, but as one
of the most thoughtfully designed to
ensure that prosperity is both inclusive
and lasting.

Budget 2026: A plan that truly puts people first

Dear Editor,

BUDGET 2026, presented under
the theme “Putting People First,” lived
up fully to its title. The document and
the minister’s presentation make clear
that the central objective of fiscal pol-
icy is not abstract growth alone, but the
direct improvement of the daily lives of
Guyanese citizens.

The budget is framed not as a
ledger of macro targets, but as a blue-
print for daily lived experiences. Every
pillar is tied to tangible outcomes: bet-
ter health, better schooling, safer and
more affordable housing, reliable water
and power, and thriving communities.

The implicit contract is that na-
tional wealth should translate into
household wellbeing, and policy
choices should be judged by their im-
pact on ordinary people’s lives.

Across its pillars, the budget
places the human being at the centre of

development. Massive investments in
health, education, housing, water, sani-
tation, and community infrastructure
are not framed merely as capital proj-
ects, but as instruments to raise quality
of life, expand opportunity, and reduce
inequality.

The emphasis on world-class hos-
pitals, modern schools, expanded hous-
ing schemes, and reliable utilities
reflects a deliberate strategy to convert
national wealth into household wellbe-
ing.

Equally important is the focus on
incomes and cost-of-living relief. Con-
tinued tax reductions, public-sector
wage growth, cash grants, pensions,
and targeted social programmes
demonstrate a commitment to protect-
ing purchasing power and ensuring that
growth is broadly shared.

These measures are complemented
by job creation through infrastructure,

energy expansion, agriculture, and
services, ensuring that dignity through
work remains a core national value.

The budget also looks to the future
by investing heavily in education, skills
training, digitalisation, and youth de-
velopment, preparing citizens to partic-
ipate meaningfully in a modern,
diversified economy.

At the same time, it strengthens
resilience through climate adaptation,
food security, and prudent management
of oil revenues via the Natural Re-
source Fund, safeguarding today’s

Send us you

gains for tomorrow’s generations.

In substance and in spirit, Budget
2026 demonstrates that “Putting People
First” is not a slogan, but a governing
philosophy translated into policy, pro-
grammes, and priorities that place the
welfare, dignity, and opportunity of
every Guyanese at the heart of national
development.

Sincerely,

Tilokie Depoo, Ph.D.

Economist
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Ease at the check-out line: Federal
government tackles food security

By Milan Maharaj
LJI REPORTER

The federal government an-
nounced a series of new measures
meant to reduce costs for Canadians at
grocery stores and for other basic
household needs, according to a gov-
ernment news release. The measures
include changes to Canada’s tax credit
system and funding aimed at strength-
ening food supply chains and support-
ing food banks.

Prime Minister Mark Carney
introduced the package of measures in
Ottawa on January 26, saying that the
moves are designed to address ongoing
cost issues in households.The govern-
ment stated food prices have remained
high in recent years, and that the new
steps are intended to provide immedi-
ate relief and long term support.

At the centre of this package is
a redesign to the Goods and Services
tax credit, known as GST, which the
government said will be rebranded as
the Canada Groceries and Essentials
Benefit beginning in July 2026. Under
these changes, the amount of the bene-
fit will be increased by 25% for five
years, and a one time top up equivalent
to a 50% increase will happen this year.

The government also says the
combined increases mean that a family
of four could receive up to $1890 this
year and $1400 annually over the four
years after, while a single person would
receive up to $950 this year and around
$700 in the following four years. The
benefit is expected to reach over 12
million Canadians.

The measures announced on
Monday also include steps made for
food production and supply chains. The
government said it will allocate $500
million from the Strategic Response
fund to assist businesses in managing
costs related to supply chain issues
without passing these costs onto con-
sumers. In addition to this, a $150 mil-
lion Food Security Fund will be created
under the existing Regional Tariff Re-
sponse Initiative to support small and
medium businesses and organizations.

To support domestic food pro-
duction, the government said it will
allow immediate spending for green-
house buildings acquired on or after
November 4, 2025, through to the year
2030, as well as $20 million to the
Local Food Infrastructure Fund to sup-

port
food banks and community organiza-
tions that supply food to people that are
in need. The funding is intended to
help these organizations deliver health-
ier food to anyone who needs it.

Government officials said a
National Food Security Strategy will
be created to strengthen Canadian food
production and improve access to af-
fordable and nutritious food. The strat-
egy is expected to include measures
such as unit price labels and support
for monitoring competition by the
competition bureau across supply
chains.

The government said the new

affordability measures build on previ-

Prime Minister Mark Carney

ous
cost saving steps, including reductions
to the personal income tax rate for mid-
dle income Canadians, changes to the
GST for first time homebuyers, and the
cancellation of the federal consumer
carbon tax, which government sources
said helped to bring down the price of
gas. Agriculture and Agri-Food minis-
ter Heath MacDonald said at the an-
nouncement that many Canadians have
experienced cost pressure for a while
and the new measures are meant to
help both the consumer and producer.
These measures, combined
with Budget 2025, which was tabled
last year, included other initiatives
meant to cover affordability, such as

mak-

ing the National School Food Program
permanent and rolling out automatic
federal benefits, which are made to en-
sure eligible low income Canadians re-
ceive benefits they qualify for.

The government said the com-
bination of the tax changes, increased
benefits, and new strategic investments
is supposed to provide short term relief
while contributing to long term eco-
nomic resilience. The government also
stated the supply chain disruptions and
other global factors have contributed to
higher food prices in recent years, and
that their new measures are a part of a
larger strategy to address these prob-

lems.

Central Bank holds key interest rate

The Bank of Canada held its benchmark interest rate The Bank of Canada released updated forecasts for

steady Wednesday and forecasts a gradual economic re-
covery from the U.S. tariff shock.

The policy rate remains at 2.25 per cent after the
central bank’s first decision of the year.

Economists had widely expected the hold.

Bank of Canada governor Tiff Macklem said in pre-
pared remarks that the economy has evolved broadly in
line with the central bank’s expectations since hitting
pause on its interest rate easing cycle in December.

But he also warned that uncertainty remains “unusu-
ally high,” particularly around geopolitical risks and the
upcoming review of the Canada-U.S.-Mexico agreement.

Macklem said it’s “too early to tell how well the
Canadian economy will adjust to current tariffs and ongo-
ing uncertainty.”

He said the central bank’s governing council sees the
policy rate as “appropriate” based on the central bank’s
outlook, but the “timing or direction of the next change in
the policy rate” is difficult to predict.

the economy and inflation alongside Wednesday’s rate de-
cision.

Coming off strong annual gross domestic product
growth in the third quarter, the central bank now expects
the economy stalled in the final quarter of 2025. Swings
in export volumes and other business activity responding
to tariffs are driving volatility in the quarterly GDP read-
ings, monetary policymakers noted.

The Bank of Canada is expecting annual GDP
growth averaged 1.7 per cent last year. The central bank
sees more modest growth of 1.1 per cent in 2026 and 1.5
per cent in 2027 as businesses adjust to the new trade re-
alities.

Globally, the Bank of Canada sees GDP growth
higher at a little over three per cent for the coming years.

Projected drop-offs in net exports are a primary fac-
tor for Canada’s relative economic weakness, but fore-
casters at the central bank also cited slowing population
growth as a drag on activity.
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MINISTER of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha, on Saturday met with rice farmers in Region Five to discuss the ongoing development of the rice sector
and to formally distribute certificates of title under the government’s rice- insurance programme. The engagement formed part of the government’s
wider efforts to strengthen farmer resilience, safeguard livelihoods and ensure long-term growth and stability within the rice industry. The insurance pro-
gramme was launched in 2025 by President, Dr Irfaan Ali and forms part of its broader agricultural transformation agenda. The programme was intro-
duced to provide rice farmers with protection against losses arising from flooding and other climate-related risks, while strengthening confidence and
stability within the sector. (Ministry of Agriculture)

UK joins Global Biodiversity
Alliance spearheaded by
Guyana

THE United Kingdom has joined was attended by President Dr Irfaan Ali
the Global Biodiversity Alliance, an in-  and other officials.

-
o

L

ternational initiative spearheaded by She confirmed that President Ali

Guyana, outgoing British High Com- will soon travel to the United Kingdom

missioner Jane Miller announced on for further discussions aimed at ad-

Friday evening. vancing the alliance and strengthening
The High Commissioner made international co-operation on biodiver-

this disclosure during her farewell re- sity protection.

ception at her official residence, which Miller underscored the importance

of the UK joining the alliance as part of

Adve rt i se i n the global effort to combat biodiversity

loss, while also commending Guyana’s

Eq u al ity N ews rich natural heritage and its commit- __'_ :-. 3 — : . # h ,___‘_ HI t ||

ment to sustainable environmental ; il o
and outgoing British High Commissioner to

Guyana, Jane Miller at the High Commissioner’s farewell reception
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Highly sustainable, peopled-centred
tourism industry being built

GUYANA’S tourism industry has
entered a remarkable phase of growth,
marked by record-breaking visitor ar-
rivals, expanded accommodation, and
new international flight connections that
show strong global confidence in the
destination.

The government is deepening its in-
vestments in 2026 to create a more sus-
tainable, diversified, and
people-centered tourism economy.
While presenting Budget 2026 to the Na-
tional Assembly, Senior Minister in the
Office of the President with Responsibil-
ity for Finance Dr. Ashni Singh, said the
administration’s main focus is to trans-
form the sector.

This includes ensuring sustainable
and world-class tourism experiences, ex-
panding air and domestic connectivity,
and empowering communities through
job creation and economic opportunities.

The that
Guyana welcomed a record 453,489 vis-
itors in 2025, the highest number ever
recorded. Building on this success, the
government plans to review, update, and
implement the National Strategic
Tourism Action Plan. This plan will
guide development over the next five
years, emphasizing community-led
tourism, product diversification, and af-
fordability for both residents and visi-
tors.

Since returning to office, the gov-
ernment has addressed two key chal-
lenges in the sector: accommodation and
airlift. Over the last five years, hotel
room capacity has grown by 42 percent,
with 738 new rooms added in 2025
alone. By the end of 2026, over 1,000
additional rooms are expected, raising
the country’s total room count to 5,600,
an increase from just over 3,200 in 2020.
Interest in luxury and eco-tourism keeps
growing, with 24 expressions of interest

minister announced

Guyana has been awarded the Destination of the Year in the Ecological Tourism category

received from investors for high-value
eco-lodges and resorts.

These projects will follow design
and sustainability guidelines developed
with international eco-architects last
year. The minister also highlighted rapid
growth in short-term rental options, with
new Airbnb-registered properties adding
nearly 70 rooms to the sector in 2025,
bringing the total to 115 establishments
offering 544 rooms. On the connectivity
side, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines started
operations in June 2025, adding 1,650
seats weekly to Amsterdam.

Meanwhile, Air Transat launched in

December, providing twice-weekly
flights to Toronto and adding another
796 seats weekly. Dr. Singh confirmed
that talks are ongoing with other major
carriers to expand international airlift
further. Diversifying Guyana’s tourism
offerings remains a key part of the gov-
ernment’s medium-term plan. In 2025,
56 communities across the country were
added to key tourism circuits.

This introduction brought more ex-
periential and community-based prod-
ucts, along with niche markets in sports
tourism, cultural festivals, and events
aimed at the diaspora, like conferences,

weddings, and reunions.

“These initiatives ensure that more
of the tourism revenue stays within com-
munities, creating sustainable liveli-
hoods beyond traditional hotspots,” Dr.
Singh emphasized.

A significant part of the 2026 plan
is the completion of the new Hospitality
and Tourism Institute, which will train
over 700 individuals in technical and
service-related fields. With an allocation
of $2.2 billion for its completion this
year, the facility is expected to become
the leading center for tourism and hospi-
tality training in the region.

Baganara Island Resort expands with new executive cottages

GUYANA'’S growing tourism sec-
tor received another boost on Saturday
with the commissioning of ten new ex-
ecutive conference cottages at
Baganara Island Resort, a private sec-
tor investment, government officials
say supports the country’s wider push
to develop sustainable, hinterland and
conference tourism.

The expansion at the Essequibo
River resort was highlighted by Prime
Minister Brigadier Mark Phillips, who
delivered remarks on behalf of Presi-
dent Dr. Irfaan Ali, along with Minister
of Tourism, Industry and Commerce
Susan Rodrigues, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of the Correia Group of Compa-
nies Michael Correia, and Chief
Investment Officer Dr. Peter Ramsa-
roop.

The speakers described the proj-

ect as a sign of growing confidence in
Guyana’s tourism and hospitality in-
dustry.

Delivering the President’s ad-
dress, Prime Minister Phillips reflected
on Baganara’s steady development
over the years, noting that its gradual
expansion has helped build confidence
among investors while maintaining a
focus on sustainability.

“This is an area that has immense
potential for tourism, and I must com-
mend all the members of the private
sector, who, over the years, have in-
vested in making this area an attractive
area for tourism. And, of course, the
private company, | must commend
you, because you can’t help recognis-
ing the majestic building as you come
up the Essequibo River, the main
building here,” he said.

Prime Minister Phillips also
pointed to the resort’s growing interna-
tional profile, emphasising that
Baganara’s success extends beyond
physical expansion.

He noted that in 2024, the resort
hosted the Concordia Amazonas Sum-
mit on Sustainable Development,
bringing together regional leaders to
discuss sustainability, responsibility,
and development in harmony with na-
ture.

He further highlighted that
Baganara was selected as the venue for
the launch of the World Tourism
Awareness Fund, marking what he de-
scribed as the resort’s confident entry
into the conference and events tourism
market.

“And today, with the opening of
the new conference cottages, we mark

a new chapter in that journey. Cottages
are bridges to opportunity, platforms
for dialogue, and havens for ideas.
Their spaces, their talks meet tranquil-
lity, and their conferences can now
flourish in the heart of the world for
us,” he said.

According to the Prime Minister,
investments such as this have far-
reaching economic and social benefits,
particularly for surrounding communi-
ties. “The expansion represented by
these conference cottages is a strategic
and transformative investment. It will
strengthen small conference tourism,
and, combined with other resorts and
hotels in Baganara, has the potential to
support conference tourism on a much
larger scale. Let us not view confer-
ence tourism as a small niche,” he said.



THE Government of Guyana will
push forward with its housing develop-
ment agenda in 2026, budgeting
$159.1 billion to increase access to af-
fordable homes, build new communi-
ties, and upgrade infrastructure in
existing areas.

Senior Minister in the Office of
the President with Responsibility for
Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh, described
the programme as a continuation of the
significant growth seen in the housing
sector over the past five years. This ef-
fort aims to achieve the national goal
of homeownership for every Guyanese
family.

During his presentation of Budget
2026 to the National Assembly, Dr.
Singh noted that the government’s
housing initiatives have significantly
transformed the Guyanese landscape,
especially for low- and middle-income
earners.

Over the last five years, more
than 100 new housing areas have been
developed, 53,000 house lots allo-
cated, and 2,600 homes built for vari-
ous income levels.

The Government also introduced
several support measures for home-
ownership. These include removing

BuyCanadianNow.Ca
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15,000 new house lots, 8,000 homes
planned under 2026 housing programme

VAT on locally produced building ma-
terials, raising limits on low-income
mortgages and housing loans, and the
Steel and Cement Subsidy Programme.

In 2025 alone, infrastructure proj-
ects were completed in several key
areas, such as Black Bush Polder, Suc-
cess, Felicity, De Kinderen, Hauraruni,
Linden, and Mahdia. That year also
saw the allocation of 13,000 house
lots, construction of over 570 housing
units, and the issuance of 5,500 land ti-
tles and transfers.

Reflecting on these accomplish-
ments, Dr. Singh stated that the gov-
ernment’s housing policy is shifting
from simply allocating house lots to
building complete homes. This change
is in response to evolving public needs
and aims to speed up homeownership.

For 2026, the government plans
to allocate 15,000 new house lots and
build 8,000 homes across various re-
gions.

Development will continue in
Moleson Creek, Hogstye, Providence,
Overwinning, Experiment, Le Ressou-
venir, Chateau Margot, Wales, Hoff
Van Aurich, Onderneeming, Bartica,
Mabaruma, Wismar, Kwakwani,
Lethem, and Silica City. More than

7,000 titles and transfers are expected
to be issued this year. This will allow
property owners to secure collateral
for mortgages and obtain legal owner-
ship.

The administration will keep its
commitment to special programmes
like the Lethem Housing Support Ini-
tiative, Laing Avenue Housing Grant,
and the Yarrowkabra Homestead Proj-
ect.

It will also continue the Steel and
Cement Subsidy Programme to assist
Guyanese families in affording quality
home construction. Building approvals
will benefit from the Single-Window
Permit System. This system has sim-
plified and digitalised the process for
both residential and commercial con-
struction, reducing waiting times and
increasing service transparency.

Dr. Singh highlighted that hous-
ing development goes hand in hand
with improving communities. In 2026,
the government will invest in better
drainage, recreational facilities, street
lighting, and green spaces in estab-
lished neighborhoods.

Specifically, $8 billion is ear-
marked for building concrete interlock
drains along village roads. New parks
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and playgrounds will be created to fos-
ter safe, lively communities. Street
lighting will be added at main access
roads, junctions, and busy areas to en-
hance public safety and ease move-
ment.

The government also plans to
build mini-industrial zones within resi-
dential neighborhoods to support small
businesses, which will help reduce
dust and noise pollution in densely
populated areas.

The flagship Silica City project
continues to symbolise the future of
sustainable, smart housing in Guyana.
In 2025, over 200 new residential units
were completed in the city’s first
phase, including 100 homes for young
professionals.

Work will continue in 2026 on in-
frastructure and other amenities that
support the goal of a model urban de-
velopment based on sustainability,
modern planning, and a high quality of
life.

Dr. Singh stated that the develop-
ment of Silica City represents a shift in
the housing sector toward modern
planning principles, environmental re-
sponsibility, and a focus on people.
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Gold mining to maintain place as a
major anchor of local non-oil economy

GUYANA'’S gold mining industry
is set for significant growth, with both
large-scale mining projects and small to
medium operations showing strong po-
tential, according to Senior Minister in
the Office of the President with Respon-
sibility for Finance, Dr. Ashni Singh.

In the National Assembly, while
presenting the 2026 National Budget, Dr.
Singh highlighted that the gold sector
continues to attract substantial foreign in-
vestment. This investment brings mod-
ern technology, vital export earnings, and
thousands of jobs for Guyanese workers.

He mentioned that the only large-
scale operator at Aurora surpassed its
2025 production target and is expected to
increase output this year as work on the
mine’s underground development pro-
gresses. Among notable projects, the
Oko West Project achieved a key mile-
stone last December by receiving its

mining licence, the last regulatory re-

quirement for its development.

The project, which received formal
approval for construction in October
2025, is expected to produce a total of
4.3 million ounces of gold over 12.3
years, averaging 350,000 ounces each
year, with first production anticipated in
2027.

Meanwhile, the Oko Project, lo-
cated north of Oko West, is also gaining
traction. Its Preliminary Economic As-
sessment (PEA), released in December
2025, detailed a combined open-pit and
underground operation with an estimated
14-year mine life and total production of
3.2 million ounces.

Annual output is projected at
298,000 ounces, with operations ex-
pected to start in 2029. Another large-

L

Gold mining will remain the mainstay of the non-oil sector

scale development, Toroparu, is moving
forward steadily.

A PEA completed in October 2025
indicated a 21.3-year open-pit operation
with anticipated annual production of
235,000 ounces. Simultaneously, explo-
ration and drilling continue at Omai,
where an updated PEA is expected by the
second quarter of this year.

Dr. Singh noted these combined de-
velopments as clear signs that the large-
scale sector is ready for significant
growth in the medium term. In addition
to large-scale mining, the government is
also increasing efforts to improve gover-
nance, transparency, and adherence
among small and medium-scale miners.

New measures include mandatory

local bank account requirements and
compulsory updates of personal records
for all miners and stakeholders. Author-
ities are elevating audits and enforce-
ment actions to combat illegal practices
affecting gold declarations, along with
implementing  advanced  systems
launched in late 2025 to enhance over-
sight and planning.

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
supported by an Advisory Council and various
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

#  Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
worldwide.

%  Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

# Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6

Ce@HEEWd LG

To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WJC-0rg.com

If you have any questions feel free to
get in touch:

Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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Health facilities, digital systems
dominate 2026 sector plans

THE Government of Guyana has
set aside $161.1 billion in 2026 to fur-
ther modernise the country’s healthcare
system.

Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with Responsibility for Fi-
nance, Dr. Ashni Singh, shared the plans
for the health sector during his presenta-
tion of Budget 2026 to the National As-
sembly.

He shared a plan to expand medical
infrastructure, improve access to modern
equipment and medications, strengthen
the healthcare workforce, and provide
patient-centered care across all regions.

Dr. Singh emphasised the goal of
creating a modern, integrated, and sci-
ence-driven healthcare system that guar-
antees every Guyanese access to quality
medical care, no matter where they live.
This year’s focus is on completing cru-
cial hospital projects, expanding digital
health systems, enhancing drug distribu-
tion, and launching health and wellness
programmes nationwide.

In 2026, $24 billion will be allo-
cated for the Pediatric and Maternity
Hospital construction, as well as six re-
gional hospitals in Moruca, West De-
merara, New Amsterdam, Bartica, Kato,
and Lethem.

Additionally, $1.5 billion will im-
prove the Georgetown Public Hospital
Corporation (GPHC) and finish new
polyclinics in Campbellville and Indus-
try. Furthermore, $12.6 billion is set
aside for building, renovating, and main-
taining health facilities across the coun-
try.

The government also plans to cre-
ate a National Neurological Rehabilita-
tion Centre for patients with brain and
spinal injuries, along with a modern on-
cology centrer for comprehensive cancer
care, which is budgeted at $1.1 billion.

To boost diagnostic and treatment
capabilities, $3.1 billion is designated
for new medical equipment.

This includes installing an MRI
scanner, CT scanner, and a Cardiac
Catheterization Laboratory at GPHC,
and expanding the telemedicine network
to another 50 remote communities. Im-
portantly, the government will start in-
corporating Al-based diagnostic systems
to enhance clinical decision-making and
improve healthcare outcomes.

A significant part of the health
budget, $34.9 billion, will finance the
purchase and delivery of drugs and med-
ical supplies while upgrading the na-
tional supply chain.
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The new Diamond Regional Hospital

Five new regional drug distribution
centres will open in Mabaruma, On-
derneeming, Williamsburg, Lethem, and
Bamia. These centres will benefit from
a modern, technology-driven inventory
management system to ensure account-
ability and reduce shortages.

A key project for 2026 is the con-
tinued rollout of the Electronic Health
Records (EHR) System. This system
aims to fully digitise patient information
and boost service efficiency. With $764
million allocated, this system, already
launched at the Festival City Polyclinic,
will enable online booking, digital med-
ical histories, and data sharing across fa-
cilities.

Full implementation at GPHC is
expected in the first half of the year, al-
lowing for expansion to hospitals and
clinics nationwide.

The government is making a sub-
stantial investment in training and grow-

ing the healthcare workforce. In 2026,
$1 billion is budgeted for building two
Health Sciences Training Complexes
with dormitories at Suddie and New
Amsterdam.

Training goals target an additional
162 doctors specialising in neurosurgery,
urology, anesthesiology, and intensive
care; 5,440 nurses and allied profession-
als across the country; and launching a
Pre-Med Programme in Regions Two,
Three, Six, and Nine. These initiatives
build on the 2,862 medical professionals
trained in 2025.

The government will also continue
to strengthen the University of Guyana’s
College of Medical Sciences, which has
expanded to accommodate 144 more
students in Region Three. Additionally,
a Digital Health Training Institute will
be established to develop skills in med-
ical informatics and data management.

ADVERTISE
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$196.1B budgeted to expand country’s
transportation network

THE Government of Guyana has
announced an extensive plan for road
and bridge development in 2026, with
the allocation of $196.1 billion to expand
the country’s transportation network and
improve connectivity.

Senior Minister in the Office of the
President with Responsibility for Fi-
nance, Dr. Ashni Singh, highlighted
these ambitious plans during the Budget
2026 presentation.

He emphasised that investing in
transport infrastructure is crucial for
boosting trade, connecting communities,
providing access to markets, and im-
proving the quality of life for citizens.

Dr. Singh reviewed several key
achievements from the past five years.
The construction of the Heroes Highway
and the Ogle to Eccles Highway has sig-
nificantly improved travel between the
East Bank and East Coast of Demerara.

The completion of the Bharrat
Jagdeo Demerara River Bridge and the
Schoonord to Crane Highway has also
enhanced access between regions. Addi-
tionally, the Linden to Lethem corridor
has seen the construction of 85 kilome-
ters of paved road and 45 concrete
bridges.

Important hinterland roads, such as
Kumaka to Kwebanna, Wauna to Settle-
ment, and Karasabai to Paramakatoi,
have been upgraded, improving connec-
tivity for mining, forestry, and hinterland
communities.

Looking ahead, the government
plans to fully complete the Linden to
Lethem corridor, which will include a
new Kurupukari Bridge.

This bridge will connect southern
Guyana to a future deep-water port in
Berbice via a modern four-lane structure
across the Berbice River.

In addition, the old Demerara Har-
bour Bridge will be dismantled and re-
built to support a new crossing from
Timehri to Sand Hills. Future connec-
tions to Leguan and Wakenaam Islands
are also part of the plan.

In 2026, work will accelerate on
several major projects across the coun-
try. The Railway Embankment four-lane
highway, running from Sheriff Street to
the Mahaica River, has been allocated
$6.1 billion.

The next phase, extending from
Mabhaica to D’Edward, is expected to
begin later this year. The extension of
the Ogle to Eccles Highway to Provi-
dence and Diamond has a budget of $13

billion.

This will improve access to the
Bharrat Jagdeo Bridge and ease traffic
flow on the East Bank. The Heroes
Highway will be extended from Buzz
Bee Dam to Land of Canaan with a
budget of $28.6 billion. Additionally,
$13.1 billion will be used to upgrade the
Soesdyke-Linden Highway.

Other notable projects include com-
pleting the Linden to Mabura Hill Road
with $10.4 billion, starting work on the
Mabura Hill to Kurupukari section with

$7.6 billion, and advancing the Palmyra

R

to Moleson Creek four-lane highway. -
Budget supports road and bridge development to improve connectivity

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

\

OGDEN

Funerar HoMeEs
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4164 S]lcppard Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1S1T3

www.ogden funeralhome.com
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SHARMA| LAW

Your Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case. Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
every client, so we're in the best position to represent you
and your family when it matters most. Backed by proven
results and experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.

NO FEES UNLESS WE SETTLE YOUR CLAIM

Q_ Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence of others * Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
can be physically, emotionally, and * At-Fault Accident Claims
financially devastating for victims and their * Not At-Fault Accident Claims
families. If you've been injured, you need a * Catastrophic Injury Claims
personal injury lawyer who knows how to * Slip and Falls / Trip and Falls

fight for th i d . i
BUETE B cOlTIpRnoeiion yall aeselre. » Long Term Disability / Short Term Disability

* Pedestrian Accidents

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based on a
thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes.

FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM REVIEW.

Check out our Google reviews

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere
in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.

O i, El X

& sharma@vsharmalaw.ca
L www.vsharmalaw.ca in
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com
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Corn Meal
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Grace
Browning
142 ml

Grace Scotch Bonné . @ ¢ Cedar
Jerk Seasoning White Vinegar
Past Best Before 284 g 4L

or Golden Yellow

Redpath Dark Brown
Sugar 1 kg 2
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Marshall’s Sardine

9 Grace ‘ 0
In Tomato Sauce Corned Beef 2 /

assorted 425 g each |193 g
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WHITE FLOUR WHITE FLOUR

American Eagle
All Purpose
White Flour 5 kg

Catelli

Macaroni
4009

Pine Sol 399 Laurentide

Bedessee’s Pur-est
Carbolic Soap Liquid Soap All Purpose-Cleaner Windshield Washer
125 g 500 ml Lavender Only 1.41 L each |45:375(
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Delicious Jamaican Dish

1e Best Oxiuil Money CnBuy |  Grown From Australia Frozen Exira Lean Burnt Burned
Curg'll YoungSteer Ox Toi Free Range  Square Cut—— GoatjHead Cow Feet
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With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

Fresh Seafood Caflches

Fresh Yellow Tail Fresh Fresh Fresh Frozen
pagppers L Cnapper panotiEn i King Fish'Steaks
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resh unbbeun Fresh Jamaican
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!
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Charley's Caribbean Cuisine
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Not sure how much food you need? We'll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

For all your catering

needs

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608 el

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (6randma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.
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GCCI commends govt's people-cen-
tric, development-attuned Budget

THE Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (GCCI) has
commended the Government of Guyana
for its strategic focus on the develop-
ment of its people and significant provi-
sions to bolster the growth of the
business community through targeted
interventions in Budget 2026.

The Chamber, in a press statement,
welcomed initiatives such as the re-
moval of corporate tax on agriculture
and agro-processing businesses; expan-
sion of export allowance to include tim-
ber products; removal of Value Added
Tax (VAT) on locally made furniture
and jewellery, and importation of secu-
rity equipment, and the attention being
paid on the development of the tourism
sector.

Anticipated to have a transforma-
tional effect on the playing field for
Micro, Small, and Medium-sized Enter-
prises in particular, the GCCI applauded
the provision for US$100 million into

the development of the zero-interest de-
velopment bank.

“When viewed in conjunction with
measures such as the introduction of flat
tax on double-cab pick-ups; the removal
of VAT on new vehicles below
1500CCs and all-terrain vehicles, and
the continuation of freight charge relief,
these interventions by the government
reflect commitment to the prosperity of
the business sector and the people of
Guyana,” GCCI said.

The GCCI congratulated the gov-
ernment on tabling the $1.558 trillion
budget that is expected to improve the
lives of all Guyanese, and remains com-
mitted to working with the government
for the advancement of Guyana’s busi-
ness sector and economy.

Find it in an
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Discover the power
of pre-planning

Complete your own final arrangements
now and discover the confidence
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Get started today with
a FREE Planning Kit

416-267-4653

Resthaven

Memorial Gardens
by Arbor Memorial

2700 Kingston Road, Scarborough, ON

resthavenmemorial.com

Est 1889

or Memorial Inc.




EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY JANUARY 29 2026

Guyana tables historic $1.558 trillion
budget with grants and tax relief

The Irfaan Ali Administration of
Guyana presented its largest-ever Na-
tional Budget on Monday, unveiling a
$1.558 trillion spending plan for 2026
designed to provide direct financial sup-
port to citizens, enhance social services,
and stimulate economic growth.

Speaking to the 65-member Na-
tional Assembly, Minister of Finance,
Dr. Ashni Singh, said the budget was
crafted to advance President Irfaan Ali’s
vision of a “modern” and “prosperous”
Guyana. The 2026 budget is 12.7 per-
cent larger than the previous year’s allo-
cation and includes no new taxes.

As part of the government’s citi-
zen-focused measures, every Guyanese
aged 18 and older will receive a Na-
tional Cash Grant of $100,000, expected
to total approximately $60 billion.

School-aged children will benefit
from a combined $85,000 in grants, in-
cluding an increase of the “Because We
Care” (BWC) Cash Grant to $60,000 per
child, a $5,000 uniform voucher al-
lowance, and a newly introduced annual
transportation support grant of $20,000
per student. The measures will impact
roughly 206,000 children in public and
private schools, providing a total trans-
fer of $17.5 billion for 2026.

The government will also continue
funding up to eight CSEC and CAPE
subjects per child, benefiting nearly
14,000 students.

Old Age Pensions will increase
from $41,000 to $46,000 per month,
benefiting around 95,000 pensioners,
while an annual $20,000 transportation
support grant will add another $1.9 bil-
lion in annual transfers.

Public Assistance will rise from
$22,000 to $25,000 per month. The gov-
ernment is also providing $1.5 billion
for co-investment in child care and eld-
erly care facilities and removing corpo-
rate taxes on companies that provide
these services.

Stipends for Pathway Workers,
Community Enhancement Workers,
Community Service Officers, and Com-
munity Policing Groups will increase
from $40,000 to $50,000 monthly, total-
ing an additional $14 billion annually.

To reduce the burden on citizens,
the government is raising the income tax
threshold from $130,000 to $140,000
per month, removing 5,000 people from

L' me

Monthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine

the tax net and adding $2 billion in dis-
posable income. Net property taxes on
individuals will also be removed, and a
total of $9 billion is set aside to offset
the rising cost of living.

In the agriculture sector, corporate
taxes on agriculture and agro-processing
businesses will be removed, and addi-
tional products will qualify for export al-
lowances, including timber value-added
products.

The government will also remove
VAT on locally manufactured furniture,
jewellery, and hybrid vehicles below
2,000 cc, as well as duty and VAT on se-
curity equipment such as cameras and
alarm systems. Import duties on double-
cab pick-ups will be standardized to $2
million for vehicles under 2,000 cc and
$3 million for those between 2,000 cc
and 2,500 cc, irrespective of age. ATVs
and outboard engines up to 150 horse-

Dr Ashni Singh

power will also be exempt from import
taxes.

Minister Singh described the 2026
budget as a blueprint for inclusive eco-
nomic growth, saying it aligns with the

government’s manifesto commitments
to empower citizens, improve social
welfare, and ensure equitable access to
opportunities.
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Sir Mark Tully was cremated in Denhi after his passing at age 90

Modi joins tributes pouring in after

passing of the

Tributes have been pouring in for veteran
BBC journalist Sir Mark Tully who has been cre-
mated in the Indian capital, Delhi, a day after he
died at the age of 90.

Hundreds of people - including friends and
family - gathered at the Lodhi crematorium to bid
their final goodbye to the broadcaster.

Sir Mark was widely regarded as the BBC's
"voice of India" and was one of the most admired
foreign correspondents of his generation.

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi de-
scribed Sir Mark as "a towering voice of journal-
ism", adding that "his connect with India and the
people of our nation was reflected in his works".

On Monday afternoon, mourners lined up
around Sir Mark's body at the crematorium.

Wrapped in a white cloth, his body was laid
on a platform on a bed of flowers, made up of rose
petals and tuberoses. Marigold garlands and a
wreath were placed on top.

Christian priests recited prayers and hymns
were sung, before the body was taken for crema-
tion.

Hundreds of people gathered to bid their final
goodbyes to Sir Mark

Sir Mark, who died on Sunday at a Delhi hos-
pital where he was undergoing treatment, has been
described as a "chronicler of modern India".

Over a career spanning several decades, he re-
ported on big historical moments that defined
South Asia's trajectory, including the Indian army's
storming of the Sikh Golden Temple, the birth of
Bangladesh, periods of military rule in Pakistan,
the Tamil Tigers' rebellion in Sri Lanka and the So-
viet invasion of Afghanistan.

In 1992, while reporting on the demolition of
the Babri mosque by Hindu hardliners, he faced
threats from a mob and was locked in a room for
several hours before a local official and a Hindu
priest came to his aid.

Journalist Satish Jacob, who worked closely
with Sir Mark at the BBC for nearly two decades
and later co-authored a book with him, said he first
met him on a flight in 1978, an encounter that
"marked the beginning of a friendship that lasted

‘Voice of India’

48 years".

In a personal tribute, Jacob recalled one of his
fondest memories of his friend, from the night
India won the 1983 Cricket World Cup.

"The match had been over 30 minutes before
and we were on the terrace on a warm summer
night in June while our Old Delhi mohalla [local-
ity] was celebrating the win," he wrote on Face-
book, adding that he soon heard Sir Mark's
distinctive voice shouting, "Hum jeet gaya!" -
meaning "we have won".

"There was Mark standing outside my house
with a bottle of our favourite whiskey dancing in
the street celebrating India's victory."

Author and historian William Dalrymple
called Sir Mark a "giant among journalists and the
greatest Indophile of his generation".

"As the voice of BBC India he was irreplace-
able, a man prepared to stand up to power and to
tell the truth, however uncomfortable," Dalrymple
wrote in a post on X.

Senior journalists and academics across India
have also spoken about Sir Mark's influence on
them and the impact of his reporting.

Political scientist Pratap Bhanu Mehta wrote
in The Indian Express newspaper that it "used to
be joked that all Indians have a 'Sir Mark mem-
ory". Mehta was a high school student when Sir
Mark covered the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. When there
was little reliable information, Sir Mark's
despatches became the "only voice of Indian his-
tory as it happened", he recalled.

"It was only Sir Mark's voice, each evening,
speaking with controlled despair, that provided any
coherent picture of what was unfolding. There was
something about the soft, rhythmic lilt of his de-
livery that paradoxically made the horror he de-
scribed even more vivid," he added.

"During his decades of reporting for the BBC,
he was the most recognised and trusted radio voice
in India, at a time when the only real alternative
was the completely government-controlled All
India Radio," veteran journalist Coomi Kapoor
wrote.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): If you feel the need to
spend some time alone then do so and don’t feel guilty about
it. Even an Aries has days when it all gets too much and you
need to keep the world at arm’s length. You will be raring to
€0 again tomorrow.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): Like it or not you will
have to show your face and maybe even say a few words today.
You may be a very private person but with so much going on
career-wise you can and you must get yourself noticed. Your
future could depend on it.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): It’s not often you are this
ambitious but over the next few days you will be determined
to push ahead with your plans and push past obstacles that in
former times might have held you back. Now they can be
brushed aside with ease.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Something you found
difficult in the past will come easier to you over the next few
days and it won’t be long before you become a bit of an expert
at it. Make that expertise count by finding ways to make
money from it.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You have never been the sort
to explain yourself and you are not about to start now. How-
ever much pressure friends and colleagues may bring to bear
there is nothing they can do to force you to change your mind,
still less to change your ways.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): If any of your rivals are
hoping you will crack under pressure they are going to be dis-
appointed. They may have all the power on their side at the
moment but you have mastered the art of passive resistance —
you just can’t be beat.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You will need to remind
yourself today that a life in which you never take chances is
hardly a life at all. Today’s Mars-Pluto union could make you
a bit reckless but even if you get something wrong it won’t be
the end of the world.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You should be feeling
hugely positive about your prospects now both at work and in
your private affairs. With Pluto, your ruler, linked to Mars
today you can be a force to be reckoned with. You will also,
inevitably, make a few enemies.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Resist the urge to
get angry with someone who has failed to live up to your ex-
acting standards. There is a real possibility that on this occa-
sion, and maybe others, your standards are too high. Not
everyone can be a superhero like you!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): It’s good that you
want to talk things through with friends and family members
but don’t give too much away. There is some information they
don’t need to know about — information that could embarrass
you immensely if it became public knowledge.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Planetary activity in
your birth sign will make it easy for you to win others round
to your way of thinking. It will also make it easy to believe
that you alone possess the key to long-term success, not those
who judge your every move.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): You will be thinking some
really deep thoughts today and they may scare you a bit. The
good news is that no matter how scary they may be they cannot
possibly hurt you. Why? Because they are phantoms of the

mind, nothing more.
Our
advertising works!
Try a low cost ad in

Equality News and reap
the benefits of the only
print weekly newspaper.
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Grenada decriminalises cannabis, sets
age of 21 for legal possession

Grenada’s Parliament has passed
legislation amending the country’s mar-
ijjuana laws, decriminalising cannabis
for adults and laying the groundwork
for a regulated medicinal and therapeu-
tic cannabis industry.

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell
said he had preferred the legal age for
cannabis possession to be 18, the age of
civil responsibility, but ultimately set-
tled on 21 following “passionate de-
bate” and expert advice.

“There was passionate debate, we
went back and forth...if you are an
adult you are an adult, 18 is 18, we
recognise 18, you can drive, you can
vote, you can get married, so from my
perspective you should be allowed at
18 if you do so wish to choose but |
was in the minority,” Mitchell said dur-
ing the debate on the Drug Abuse (Pre-
vention and Control) (Amendment)
Bill, 2026.

“And so I cede graciously to the
medical experts, to the mental health
experts who recognise that at 18 a brain
is still developing,” he added.

The government described the
measure as a transformative milestone
toward cannabis reform. Minister for
Agriculture, Lands and Forestry, Eco-
nomic Development and Planning
Lennox Andrews said it prioritises “the
health of individuals and safety of our
youth, while finally unlocking thera-
peutic and economic power for all
Grenadians.”

The legislation provides amnesty
and automatic expungement of criminal
records for minor cannabis offences
and discontinues pending proceedings
for specified small amounts. It also af-
firms the constitutional rights of the
Rastafari community to use cannabis as
a sacrament within registered places of
worship and at special events, with al-
lowances for cultivation.

Under the law, adults aged 21 and
over may possess up to 56 grams of
cannabis and 15 grams of cannabis
resin, and register to cultivate up to
four plants per household for private
use. Public consumption remains pro-
hibited and subject to penalties, and
strict safeguards protect minors, includ-
ing criminal penalties for supplying
youth and rehabilitative approaches for
those found in possession.

Prime Minister Mitchell noted the
policy balances benefits and risks.
“Yes, there is always the bright side
and the dark side...We also recognise
that there are serious medical risks and
serious societal challenges that exist
whether or not the policy continues to
criminalise the use or possession,” he
said.

Leader of Government Business
and Minister of Health Phillip Telesford
emphasized that recreational use re-
mains prohibited. “Our policy of de-
criminalisation will be paired with
strict regulations to protect the youths
and accompanied by a robust public ed-

ucation campaign and strong enforce-
ment against intoxication while driving.
Medical use remains controlled and
recreational use as per this Bill is not
permitted. The Government prioritises
health and safety over short-term eco-
nomic gains,” he told Parliament.
Attorney General Senator
Claudette Joseph highlighted the bill’s
timeliness. “Grenada is one of the last

jurisdictions to now move in the direc-
tion of the decriminalisation of
cannabis and ultimately the establish-
ment of a medical cannabis industry,”
she said. Joseph stressed that decrimi-
nalisation does not mean unrestricted
use; cannabis will remain controlled,
with clear limits, defined offences, and
enforcement mechanisms.

Dominica denies negotiating
release of murder suspect

The Government of Dominica on Tuesday described as “malicious and
misleading” social media reports suggesting it is negotiating with the United
States over the release of an American national facing murder charges in the

country.

In a statement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Business,
Trade, and Energy said the reports, widely circulated online, were unfounded
and appeared to be politically motivated. “While the Ministry is not in the

business of responding to hearsay and baseless statements, it is felt that these
particular statements, which are maliciously being peddled by the opposition,
should be addressed,” the statement said.

The claims followed a video message by former opposition leader Hector
John, in which he said the government had received a “third ultimatum” from
the United States for Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit to release Jonathan
Scott Lehrer, one of two US nationals charged in the 2023 double murder of
Echo Resort owner Daniel Langlois and his partner Dominique Marchand.
John alleged that Skerrit met with US officials on January 16 to “pave the
way” for Lehrer’s handover.

Lehrer, 57, and Robert Snider Jr., 62, have been in remand awaiting trial
for the murders of Langlois, a Canadian animation pioneer and philanthropist,
and his 58-year-old longtime partner.

In response, the government clarified that, in line with the Vienna Con-
vention on Consular Relations, the US Embassy in Bridgetown has been
granted permission to meet and hold discussions with its nationals since No-
vember 2024. The Ministry said such visits are “standard consular practice.”
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Grenada’s longest-serving Prime Minis-
ter Keith Mitchell exits politics

Former Grenadian Prime Minister
Dr. Keith Mitchell has officially an-
nounced his retirement from active pol-
itics, ending a parliamentary career that
spanned more than four decades.

Mitchell, 79, made the announce-
ment on Thursday night, naming acting
Clerk of Parliament Dr Adrian Joseph
as his successor and caretaker for the
St George North West constituency,
which he has represented since 1984.

Addressing supporters in the con-
stituency, Mitchell reflected on the
trust placed in him by voters over the
years, noting that he served as their
parliamentary representative for more
than 40 years and as prime minister for
a combined 23 years.

“To the people of St George North
West, you trusted me with the privilege
of representing you in the Parliament
of this country for over 40 years and 23
years of those you gave me the privi-
lege to be prime minister Grenada, Car-
riacou and Petite Martinique,” he said.
“What more can any human being ask?
How could I ever feel that | have been
treated anything but special?”

Mitchell said the confidence
shown by constituents formed the
foundation of his public life and
achievements. He recalled that during
the last general election he had asked
voters for “one for the road,” but ac-
knowledged that it was now time to
step aside.

“I have seen leadership in this
country go on for so long to the point
that they are not even able to physi-
cally walk,” he said. “And I said that
will not happen to me. I was confident
that I had to make the decision. [ am
making good on my promise.”

Mitchell is the founding leader of
the New National Party (NNP) and the
longest-serving prime minister in
Grenada’s history. He led the party to
successive clean sweeps of all 15 par-
liamentary seats in the 2013 and 2018
general elections. However, the NNP
lost the June 23, 2022 general election
to the National Democratic Congress
(NDC) by a nine-to-six margin.

Dr Adrian Joseph, who was
named as Mitchell’s successor for St
George North West, is a seasoned
diplomat and senior public administra-
tor. NNP officials said his selection sig-
nals both continuity and renewal within
the party, describing him as a bridge
between the party’s established leader-
ship and a new generation of public
figures.

Mitchell’s departure marks the
end of an era in Grenadian politics,
closing a chapter defined by long-
standing electoral dominance, political
resilience and a central role in shaping
the country’s modern political land-
scape.

Dr Keith Mitchell

Rwandan engineers help storm recovery

Engineers from the Rwanda Defence Force (RDF) have
arrived in Jamaica to assist in rebuilding communities devas-
tated by Hurricane Melissa in October. The contingent of
101 members was officially welcomed on January 15 at the
Caribbean Military Academy Headquarters in Kingston, with
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, Senator
Kamina Johnson Smith, attending the ceremony.

Senator Johnson Smith thanked the Government of
Rwanda, President Paul Kagame, and the Rwandan people
for their support, saying the engineers’ expertise would help
strengthen Jamaica’s recovery and resilience efforts.

” We are deeply grateful to President @PaulKagame for
this strong show of solidarity and hope as Jamaica continues
to recover from Hurricane Melissa. Collaboration will re-
main vital as we rebuild with resilience, and so we welcome
the wider unity and perseverance also inspired by Rwanda’s
generosity and cooperation,” she wrote via X.

Colonel Claudien Bizimungu, representing RDF leader-
ship, reaffirmed Rwanda’s solidarity with Jamaica and high-
lighted the contingent’s experience in reconstruction and
community-focused humanitarian work. Colonel Moses
Kayigamba, the contingent commander, said the RDF engi-
neers would work closely with the Jamaica Defence Force
(JDF) and national authorities to rebuild damaged infrastruc-
ture.

On January 19, RDF and JDF engineers began recon-
struction work in Montego Bay, St James Parish, starting

with homes for families affected by Hurricane Melissa.
Colonel Kayigamba emphasized that the mission goes be-
yond rebuilding houses, focusing on supporting communities
and contributing to long-term resilience.

The deployment marks a concrete step in Rwanda’s
commitment to international cooperation and humanitarian
assistance, demonstrating close collaboration between the
two countries in disaster recovery.

Jamaica’s recovery efforts have also received support
from regional neighbors, including Barbados, Guyana, and
Trinidad and Tobago, as well as international partners such
as the European Union, the United Kingdom, Japan, and the
United Nations.
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Mottley defends Barbados election
timing, says process followed the law

Barbados Prime Minister Mia
Mottley has pushed back against criti-
cism from Democratic Labour Party
(DLP) leader Ralph Thorne over the
timing of the upcoming general elec-
tion, insisting that the process complied
fully with the law and that opposing
claims stem from a misunderstanding.

Thorne raised concerns at the
DLP’s islandwide rally on Saturday, ar-
guing that the election was announced
before the Electoral and Boundaries
Commission (EBC) had completed the
voters’ list, which he said was due on
January 31. He suggested that the early
election call caused confusion and un-
dermined the integrity of the process.

Responding later that evening
while campaigning in St John, Mottley
rejected the claim and cited provisions
of the Representation of the People Act.
She explained that the legislation re-
quires the voters’ register to be pub-
lished no later than January 31, not
specifically on that date.

According to the prime minister,
the register of electors was officially
published on January 15, prior to the
election announcement, making it the
valid register for the 2026 general elec-
tion. She also noted that once an elec-
tion is called, preliminary voters’ lists
are issued to allow for corrections, up-
dates, and claims.

Mottley further reminded the pub-
lic that the window for making changes
to the voters’ list was quickly closing,
with less than 48 hours remaining for
individuals to verify their registration
details or update their addresses.

Addressing allegations of irregu-
larities, the prime minister said discrep-
ancies in the voters’ list are not unusual

b,

and have occurred in every election
cycle for decades. She dismissed sug-
gestions that the issues were politically
driven, pointing out that persons linked

Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley

to both major political parties have
been affected.

Mottley again urged eligible voters

to take personal responsibility for en-

suring their information is accurate, en-
couraging them to review the voters’
list before the deadline expires.

Concert series raises $200M for hurricane aid

The Ministry of Culture, Gender,
Entertainment and Sport has raised an
estimated $200 million through its I
Love Jamaica concert series, support-
ing national recovery efforts following
the passage of Hurricane Melissa in
October 2025.

The concert series includes events
staged locally and overseas, with sup-
port from international artistes along-
side Jamaica’s reggae and dancehall
fraternity. The initiative was launched
as a cultural and humanitarian response
to the widespread damage caused by

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

the hurricane.

Speaking at the official launch of
Reggae Month on Wednesday, January
21, at J. Wray and Nephew Limited’s
head office in New Kingston, portfolio
minister Olivia Grange said the funds
raised to date are being channelled di-
rectly into the Support Jamaica ac-
count.

“Some is still being deposited, and
we have concerts being lined up in the
continent of Africa, as well as in the big
leagues,” Grange said.

She praised the local music indus-

try for what she described as its swift
and selfless response in the aftermath
of the disaster, calling artistes “first re-
sponders” who used their talents to
help lift national spirits during a diffi-
cult period.

“I’m very proud of the industry, all
our artistes. I want to thank the industry
for stepping up and going out there and
being our brother’s and sister’s keeper,”
Grange said. “We want to send a mes-
sage of love and solidarity with the
hopeful message that every little thing
is going to be all right.”

The minister noted that Reggae
Month 2026, which begins on February
1, will carry a special message of hope
for western Jamaica, one of the areas
hardest hit by Hurricane Melissa.

“We are reaching out to our broth-
ers and sisters in western Jamaica, and
to our family and friends across the
world facing various crises, as well as
all who mourn at this time,” she added.

A full schedule of Reggae Month
2026 activities is available on the Reg-
gae Jamaica App, which can be down-
loaded free from the Google Play Store.
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T&T raises USS1 billion in oversub-
scribed sovereign bond issue

The Government of Trinidad and
Tobago has successfully raised US$1.0
billion through a sovereign bond issued
on the United States market, with the
offering oversubscribed by approxi-
mately 2.5 times, signalling strong in-
ternational investor confidence in the
country’s credit profile.

The bond was issued on January
22,2026, and represents the largest
bond transaction undertaken by
Trinidad and Tobago in the past 10
years, according to the Ministry of Fi-
nance. Proceeds from the transaction
fully address the Republic’s US$1 bil-
lion external bond maturity due in Au-
gust 2026 and materially extend the
average life of the country’s external
debt from 4.1 years to 6.3 years.

Commenting on the transaction,
Minister of Finance Davendranath Tan-
coo said the outcome validates the
country’s economic fundamentals and
policy direction under the new admin-
istration.

“The successful issuance repre-
sents a clear validation of the sover-
eign’s credit fundamentals and the new
disciplined policy framework,” Tancoo
said. He added that achieving pricing
tighter than benchmarks, while attract-
ing an order book more than double the
final issue size, reflects sustained in-
vestor confidence and an improved risk
perception of Trinidad and Tobago.

The 10-year senior unsecured
notes, due in 2036, were priced with a
20 basis-point compression from initial
price talks and approximately 54.6
basis points tighter than the Republic’s
original US$1 billion issuance in 2016.
The bond carries a 6.500 per cent
coupon and was priced at 98.552 per
cent. The notes will be listed on the
Luxembourg Stock Exchange and gov-
erned by New York law.

The transaction followed a three-
day investor roadshow announced by
the Ministry of Finance on January 16,

Davendranath Tancoo, Minister of Finance

involving both in-person and virtual
meetings with key international fixed-
income investors. The delegation, led
by Minister Tancoo and Central Bank
Governor Larry Howai, met with more
than 50 investors to provide updates on
the country’s sovereign credit and the
rationale for the bond issue.

At the opening of business in New
York on January 22, strong indications
of interest from the roadshow

prompted joint bookrunners to recom-
mend proceeding with the benchmark
transaction. The order book grew rap-
idly throughout the morning, driven
largely by real-money accounts, and
exceeded US$2.4 billion with more
than 140 orders by midday.

Key highlights of the transaction
include the largest investor order book
for Trinidad and Tobago in the last five
years, increased participation from a

broader and more diverse investor
base, and the successful repositioning
of the country’s credit despite two neg-
ative rating outlooks. The number of
investors rose to 144 in 2026, com-
pared with 93 in 2024.

The Ministry of Finance said the
transaction meaningfully enhances
Trinidad and Tobago’s sovereign fund-
ing profile and supports continued en-
gagement with global investors on

Barbados tops Caribbean passport rankings again

Barbados has once again emerged
as the holder of the strongest passport in
the Caribbean, according to the Henley
Passport Index 2026, marking the 11th
consecutive year the country has led the
region.

The Barbadian passport is ranked
19th globally, granting holders visa-free
or visa-on-arrival access to 162 destina-
tions worldwide. It places Barbados
ahead of all other Caribbean nations in
terms of global travel mobility.

The Bahamas follows closely be-
hind in 20th place globally, with access
to 150 destinations. St Vincent and the
Grenadines ranks 22nd with 156 desti-
nations, while St Kitts and Nevis is 23rd
with access to 155 destinations. Antigua
and Barbuda rounds out the top five

Caribbean passports, ranking 24th glob-
ally with visa-free or visa-on-arrival ac-
cess to 154 destinations.

Trinidad and Tobago is ranked 28th
globally, allowing access to 146 destina-
tions, while Grenada sits just above at
27th with 147 destinations. St Lucia and
Dominica are both ranked 29th globally,
each offering access to 145 destinations.

Several Caribbean countries fall
into the mid-to-lower tier of the global
rankings. Belize is ranked 49th with ac-
cess to 99 destinations, followed by
Guyana at 54th with 88 destinations. Ja-
maica ranks 56th globally, providing
visa-free or visa-on-arrival access to 86
destinations, while Suriname is ranked
61st with access to 78 destinations. The
Dominican Republic places 67th with 72

destinations, Cuba ranks 77th with 58
destinations, and Haiti is ranked 85th
globally, with access to 50 destinations.

On the global scale, Singapore
holds the top position as the world’s
most powerful passport in 2026, while
Afghanistan ranks last.

The Henley Passport Index, which
has tracked global mobility trends for
more than 20 years, is based on exclu-
sive data from the International Air
Transport Authority (IATA). The index
covers 199 passports and 227 travel des-
tinations and is updated monthly. It is
widely regarded as the standard refer-
ence for assessing the relative strength
of passports and the level of travel free-
dom enjoyed by citizens around the
world.
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More than 100 Ghanaian nurses ar-
rive in Antigua and Barbuda

More than 100 nurses arrived in
Antigua and Barbuda on Monday, Janu-
ary 26, as part of a major recruitment ini-
tiative aimed at strengthening the
country’s health care system, according
to the Ministry of Health and the Envi-
ronment.

The nurses, who traveled from
Ghana, are expected to serve at the Sir
Lester Bird Medical Centre, community
clinics across the island, and within the
mental health sector over the next three
years.

They were welcomed at the V. C.
Bird International Airport by Minister of
Health Sir Molwyn Joseph; Minister of
State Michael Joseph; Permanent Secre-
tary Stacey Gregg-Paige; Medical Direc-
tor of the Sir Lester Bird Medical Centre
Dr. Shivon Belle-Jarvis; Nursing Direc-
tor Jacqueline Jno Baptiste; and other of-
ficials and health-care staff.

Members of the Ghanaian delega-
tion were also in attendance, including
Samuel Appiahkubi, technical director in
Ghana’s Ministry of Special Initiatives;
Nelson Ndebugre, a presidential staffer
in the Office of the President; and
Gilbert Attipoe, a presidential aide in the
Office of the President of Ghana.

Health Minister Sir Molwyn Joseph
described the arrival as a historic and
symbolic boost for Antigua and Bar-
buda’s health sector, noting that it repre-
sents one of the largest single
delegations to cross the Atlantic from
Ghana.

“This is truly a delightful moment
in the history of Antigua and Barbuda,”
Joseph said. Addressing the nurses, he
spoke of shared heritage and kinship,
telling them they had “rejoined your
family,” and expressed gratitude to

Some of the African nurses as they arrived in Antigua

Ghana’s president for supporting the ini-
tiative.

An official welcome ceremony for
the nurses is scheduled for Saturday.

The nurses have been contracted for
a three-year period and will undergo a
three-week orientation programme fo-
cused on cultural integration, clinical
alignment and role-specific training be-
fore being deployed to health facilities

Advertise and survive as the

holiday season approaches

with a low cost ad in Equal-
ity News 647-216-2359

across the country.

Health officials estimate that An-
tigua and Barbuda requires approxi-
mately 400 nurses to operate its health
system effectively. With about 260 local
nurses and 33 Cuban nurses currently in
service, the addition of the Ghanaian
nurses is expected to push staffing
slightly above the minimum operational
threshold and improve the nurse-to-pa-

tient ratio, currently estimated at 1:10.

The government said the recruit-
ment effort was influenced by positive
experiences with Ghanaian nurses in
other Caribbean countries, including
Barbados and The Bahamas, where sim-
ilar arrangements have helped to ease
staffing shortages and improve patient
care.
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Sampson in, Lewis out as West In-
dies name T20 World Cup squad

Cricket West Indies (CWI) has con-
firmed its 15-man squad for the 2026
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup, to be staged
jointly in India and Sri Lanka from Feb-
ruary 7 to March 8.

The announcement was made on
January 26 via a short video presentation
released across CWD’s official social
media platforms.

Barbadian wicketkeeper-batsman
Shai Hope has been appointed captain,
leading a side that blends established
campaigners with emerging options as
the two-time champions set their sights
on another global title.

The selected squad features several
players who formed the backbone of the
West Indies’ most recent T20 World Cup
campaigns. Among those retaining their
places are Test captain Roston Chase,
all-rounder Jason Holder, spinners Akeal
Hosein and Gudakesh Motie, middle-
order power hitters Rovman Powell and
Sherfane Rutherford, and seam-bowling
all-rounder Romario Shepherd.

The group reflects continuity in se-
lection, with many players viewed as
long-term fixtures in the Caribbean’s
white-ball plans.

Notably absent from the squad are
left-handed opener Evin Lewis and fast
bowler Alzarri Joseph, who is continuing
his recovery from injury. Lewis’ omis-
sion, in particular, marks a significant
shift for a player long regarded as one of
the most destructive T20 batters in West
Indies history.

In a message posted to his Insta-
gram story shortly after the squad an-
nouncement, the 34-year-old strongly
hinted that his international career may
have reached its conclusion.

“Just wanna thank everyone who
supported me in my ten years of interna-
tional cricket, but I think the time has
come for me to depart,” Lewis said.
“Stay tuned.”

Lewis exits the international stage
with an imposing résumé, having repre-
sented the West Indies in 70 One-Day In-
ternationals and 67 T20 Internationals.
In the shortest format, he struck two cen-
turies and 13 half-centuries, compiling
1,799 runs at an average of 29.01 and a
strike rate of 152.07.

The most intriguing inclusion is
Guyanese batter Quentin Sampson, who
emerges as the wildcard selection in
head coach Daren Sammy’s World Cup
plans. The 25-year-old only made his in-
ternational debut earlier this month dur-
ing a three-match T20 series against
Afghanistan.

Sampson impressed initially with a
composed 30 off 24 balls on debut but
followed with modest returns of two and
three as the West Indies conceded the se-
ries 2-1. Despite the limited sample size,
the selectors have placed faith in his
power-hitting potential on the world
stage.

West Indies have been placed in
Group C, where they will face England,
Italy, Nepal, and Scotland, the latter hav-

Shai Hope — named Captain

ing replaced Bangladesh in the tourna-
ment line-up. The Men in Maroon will
begin their campaign against Scotland
on February 7 at Eden Gardens in
Kolkata, one of cricket’s most iconic
venues.

With experience, firepower, and
fresh intrigue in their ranks, the West In-
dies head into the tournament seeking to

reassert their dominance in the game’s
shortest format.

Squad: Shai Hope (captain), John-
son Charles, Roston Chase, Matthew
Forde, Shimron Hetmyer, Jason Holder,
Akeal Hosein, Shamar Joseph, Brandon
King, Gudakesh Motie, Rovman Powell,
Sherfane Rutherford, Quentin Sampson,
Jayden Seales, Romario Shepherd.

JA bobsledders strengthen competitive edge with tech

The Jamaica Bobsleigh and Skele-
ton Federation (JBSF) has taken a sig-
nificant step in strengthening its
competitive platform, announcing a
new apparel partnership with Back-
country and Xpore that will outfit Ja-
maican athletes with high-performance
gear for both competition and training.

Revealed last week, the agreement
brings together Backcountry, one of the
world’s leading premium outdoor gear
retailers. and Xpore, a cutting-edge,
eco-responsible textile technology de-
veloped by BenQ Materials. The col-
laboration underscores Jamaica’s
growing presence on the international
winter sports stage while aligning per-
formance excellence with environmen-
tal responsibility.

Under the partnership, Jamaican
bobsleigh and skeleton athletes will re-
ceive a complete suite of official outer-
wear designed specifically for the
extreme demands of winter competi-
tion. The full range of kits will cover
both training and race-day require-
ments, ensuring athletes are properly
equipped to perform in harsh, cold-
weather environments.

Backcountry will supply the ap-
parel through its in-house Backcountry

Gear & Apparel line, while Xpore will
serve as the federation’s official textile

technology partner, providing advanced w0

uniform materials tailored for winter
sports.

JBSF President Dr. Chris Stokes
described the partnership as a mile-
stone in Jamaica’s long-term vision of
becoming a consistent force in interna-
tional bobsleigh.

He emphasized that access to
world-class equipment is essential for
athletes aiming to compete at the high-
est level.

“Having partners like Backcountry

and Xpore that make the environment a :

priority are partners we want,” Dr.
Stokes said.

“This partnership with Backcoun-
try and Xpore will equip our athletes
with high-quality, technical gear for
competitions, helping to provide them
with a competitive edge while being
friendly to the environment.”

Backcountry President Kevin
Lenau welcomed the collaboration,
praising the Jamaican program for its
resilience, ambition, and growing
global influence. “We are inspired by
the Jamaican bobsleigh team and all
they have accomplished this season.”

The Jamaica Bobseld team
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RESERVATION

Discover the Best Tours in Guyana during Mashramani.
Book through any of our licensed tour operators today!

Wilderness Explorers

Air Services Ltd.

Epic Tours Guyana

Free Bird Travel

The Off-Road Experience
Fantasy Destination

Wild Adventures

S&R Flight Service

Picture Perfect Tours Inc.
Stena River Tours & Charters
Adventours

592 Tours

Rainforest Tours

Wanderlust Tours Gy

Shantie's Adventurous Tours
Tara's Choices & Tours
Exciting Tours Through The Guianas
Evergreen Adventures Inc
Kanuku Tours

The Wild Tales Inc

Ride Along GY Bicycle Rental & Tour Services
Savannah Tours Guyana
GAILUX Tours

Sky Travel Tours

Trendsetter Tours

Dagron Tours International
Guyana Truly Wild

Jefwood Destination Tours
Iwokrama Tours

Singing Chef Productions
Touring Guyana Inc.

Phang Group of Companies

All Access Guyana

Adventure Guianas

Fantasy Holidays Equality Travel
Old Fort Tours and Island Resort
Trail Masters Adventures Tours
Blackwater Adventures
Exclusive Adventures

Rupununi Adventures

Scenic Scapes Adventures

Elite Kayaking & Nature Tours
Patamona Tours

Lothian Ventura

Amerindian Experience
Antonio's Tours

Eco Paradise Adventures

Visit Guyana Tours

Boston's Historical Tours

Eco Destination Tours (Guyana)
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614-0120
709-3034
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624-3298
231-8618/666-2471
693-1586
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626-6773
222-8055/691-0428
623-7785

663-9127
616-0701/662-0700
645-3045
226-5165/265-1007
744-5680

655-0257

223-7921
703-4679/691-7667
671-5828
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695-9065
700-5252/694-1116
633-0446
1-347-654-8658

| 673-0039
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