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A Change.org petition started by 

Tristan Hamilton has called on United 

States immigration authorities to re-

view the residency status of rapper 

Nicki Minaj and consider her deporta-

tion to Trinidad, citing what the peti-

tion describes as harmful rhetoric and 

a reversal of positions that once 

aligned her with LGBTQ+ advocacy. 

The petition, which had 53,971 

verified signatures as of Monday, ar-

gues that Minaj’s recent words and ac-

tions have left many former supporters 

feeling “deeply betrayed,” particularly 

those who once viewed her as a voice 

of support and understanding within 

the LGBTQ+ community. It claims her 

public stance has shifted from advo-

cacy to promoting what it describes as 

outdated and harmful ideas. 

Minaj, born Onika Tanya Maraj 

on December, 8, 1982 in the St James 

district of Port of Spain, Trinidad and 

Tobago, lived there until moving to the 

United States at age five. The petition 

raises the point that Minaj is not a 

United States citizen, arguing that her 

immigration status warrants review in 

light of what it characterises as divi-

sive public conduct. 

Central to the complaint is 

Minaj’s assertion that “boys should 

just be boys,” a comment the petition 

says undermines the foundations of a 

community that previously found rep-

resentation and solidarity in her music 

and public persona.  

The petition maintains that such 

statements carry significant weight be-

cause of Minaj’s global platform and 

influence.The issue text frames the 

matter as personal for supporters who 

followed Minaj’s rise and now feel 

“abandoned by her shift in values,” de-

scribing the change as deflating and 

disillusioning. 

2225 Markham Road -Suite 203  

Scarborough on. M1B 0E6  

Petition calls for Nicki Minaj’s deportation

Guyana First Lady visits Christmas babies

Trinidad-born international rapper Nicki Minaj
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FIVE babies were born at the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation 

(GPHC) on Christmas Day. First Lady Arya Ali spent the holiday morning bring-

ing comfort, compassion, and cheer to the babies, their parents, and healthcare 

workers. 

The newborns: two girls and three boys, were delivered earlier in the day, 

with hospital officials noting that more births were expected as essential services 

continued uninterrupted. During her visit to the maternity and paediatric wards, 

the first lady distributed care packages and hampers and announced that toys 

would also be provided for children receiving care. She said her visit reflects the 

true spirit of the season, sharing love and hope. 

“Christmas is a time for family, but today we are extending our love to our 

extended family, spreading compassion, hope and joy,” she said. 

The first lady expressed gratitude to corporate partners, including Massy Dis-

tribution, Haliborange, BPI, J’s Group of Companies and Sleepy, for supporting 

the initiative and giving back to the community. 

She also extended Christmas greetings to patients, healthcare workers and 

their loved ones. GPHC’s Chief Executive Officer, Robbie Rambarran, said that 

Christmas Day remains a busy and emotionally demanding period for the hospital, 

as staff continue to serve patients at their most vulnerable.
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New Year message calls for unity
The Secretary-General of Caribbean Community 

(CARICOM) has urged Caribbean citizens and stake-

holders to recommit to regional unity and resilience, cit-

ing a year marked by devastating hurricanes, geopolitical 

pressures, and steady progress on regional integration. 

In her end-of-year message issued December 22, 

Secretary-General Dr. Carla Barnett reflected on the im-

pact of Hurricane Beryl in 2024 and Hurricane Melissa in 

2025, which caused “death and destruction” in Jamaica 

and Haiti, noting that recovery would require significant 

time and resources. She also pointed to “unprecedented 

geopolitical headwinds” that threatened export earnings, 

regional peace, and sovereignty. 

Despite those challenges, she said the region’s re-

silience remained evident. CARICOM member states, 

she noted, mobilized quickly after the hurricanes to meet 

urgent needs and adapted to protect businesses and liveli-

hoods across the Community. 

The Secretary-General highlighted progress on the 

CARICOM Single Market and Economy, pointing to de-

cisions by Barbados, Belize, Dominica, and St. Vincent 

and the Grenadines to begin full free movement of peo-

ple among themselves. She described the move as a step 

toward greater economic activity and deeper people-to-

people ties. 

She also reported advances toward a comprehensive 

CARICOM Industrial Policy and Strategy aimed at 

strengthening productive capacity, innovation, and eco-

nomic diversification, while noting setbacks in agricul-

ture caused by hurricanes and other climate-related 

events, even as the region continued implementing the 

“25 by 2025+” food security initiative. 

Cultural and democratic milestones were also un-

derscored, including celebrations of Caribbean creativity 

during CARIFESTA XV in Barbados in August, and the 

holding of peaceful general elections in seven member 

states and four associate members. 

Looking ahead, the Secretary-General said CARI-

COM would continue focusing on human capital devel-

opment, inclusivity, and expanding opportunities for 

young people and women, while exploring the implica-

tions of artificial intelligence and strengthening physical 

and digital connectivity. Building disaster resilience and 

improving food and nutrition security, she added, would 

remain top priorities. 

She praised the region’s citizens, CARICOM insti-

tutions, international partners, civil society, the private 

sector, labour groups, and the Caribbean diaspora for 

their continued engagement, and expressed confidence 

that outcomes from this year’s meetings of CARICOM 

Heads of Government — including those held in Barba-

dos in February and Jamaica in July — signal a clear 

strategic direction. 

The message concluded with a call for all stake-

holders to work together toward a “Community for All” 

that is resilient, prosperous, and united, as the region pre-

pares to enter the new year.
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If for nothing else, the year 2025 

will be remembered for a string of 

major regional and geopolitical events, 

including American threats to invade 

Venezuela, a dozen peacefully held 

elections in the Caribbean, a massive 

reduction of violent crime, and continu-

ing annual calls from devastating mega 

hurricanes. 

As a tumultuous year comes to a 

close, there are increasing mumblings 

about alleged cracks in Caribbean 

Community unity brought about by 

Trinidad and Tobago’s unrelenting sup-

port for the American military presence 

in the South Caribbean, deadly attacks 

on alleged narco-fetching boats and 

frustration in the Trinidad cabinet be-

cause the remainder of the 15-nation 

bloc is not as strident in their support 

for the US against Venezuela. 

Labelling the bloc as “dysfunc-

tional and self-destructive” Prime Min-

ister Kamla Persad Bissessar basically 

dismissed the community as a waste of 

time, contending that instead of sup-

porting the US, CARICOM has chosen 

to disparage “our greatest ally, the 

United States lending support to the 

Maduro narco-government headed by a 

dictator who has imprisoned and killed 

thousands of civilians and opposition 

members as well as threatened two 

CARICOM members.” 

Colleague leaders were quick to 

take her on, led by Prime Minister Gas-

ton Browne of Antigua who denied that 

leaders or governments have “bad-

mouthed the US. No evidence has been 

offered because none exists,” Browne 

said in a spirited reply to the T&T head 

of government. And if there are widen-

ing fissures, Barbadian Foreign Minis-

ter Kerrie Symmonds says the answer 

is simply for leaders to “meet behind 

closed doors to discuss concerns on all 

sides.” 

As tensions linger, the bloc is cele-

brating what is perhaps a record-break-

ing year for general elections, hosting 

12 races, sometimes two in one week, 

as governments that won consecutive 

terms, such as those in Bermuda, St. 

Lucia, and Guyana, among others, did 

so handsomely. And some of those that 

lost, like Prime Minister Ralph Gon-

salves’ United Labor Party (ULP), suf-

fered humiliating defeats as the ULP 

took home only Gonsalves’ seat from 

the late November race. The ULP had 

been in power since 2021 but voters 

appeared to end the Gonsalves’ era 

with a decisive mandate for new PM 

Godwin Friday. 

But as the region prepares for the 

new year, governments in many re-

gional jurisdictions like Jamaica, 

Trinidad, Guyana, and The Turks and 

Caicos are all reporting significant re-

ductions in violent crimes, such as mur-

ders with Jamaica leading the way. 

For example, Prime Minister An-

drew Holness, who won a third term in 

elections in September, has wasted lit-

tle time in bragging that the island will 

record no more than 700 murders this 

year for the first time in 30 years. The 

projected figure will be at least a 40 % 

reduction in annual figures that had av-

eraged around 1,300 murders per year. 

“It happened because the govern-

ment made an investment and gave 

confidence and support in policy and 

direction to our security forces, and we 

are now reaping the benefits of that,” 

he declared. As a result of that, the 

murder rate is now down 42 % this 

year, 21 % last year, and seven % the 

year before. So now we can, for the 

first time in over 30, almost 40 years, 

look for a murder rate that is below 

700,” he stated. 

In Trinidad, Deputy Police Chief 

Junior Benjamin told Newsday news-

paper that “we are now in one of the 

lowest years in terms of homicides. The 

police service is judged by one thing: 

the murder rate. We set the ground-

work, so the mistakes of 2024 were not 

repeated in 2025.” Murders are ex-

pected to decrease to under 400, com-

pared to an average of 600 in recent 

years. 

Others enjoying felony crime re-

ductions include the Turks and Caicos 

Islands (TCI), with an overall drop of 

40 % compared to 2024 when gang-

sters were on the rampage. In Guyana, 

Police Chief Clifton Hicken says his 

force has recorded a 26 % decrease in 

serious crimes, while Police in Barba-

dos, The Bahamas, and Suriname, 

among others, continue to take action 

against gangs. 

Meanwhile, superstorm Melissa 

killed at least 32 people in north and 

western Jamaica as it came ashore in 

late October, destroying homes, hospi-

tals, police stations, and the infrastruc-

ture, including utility poles and road 

networks. 

As officials struggle to repair and 

help communities recover from the 

devastation, a consortium of multilat-

eral financial agencies including the 

Development Bank of Latin America 

and the Caribbean (CAF), the 

Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), 

the Inter-American Development Bank 

(IDB), the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) and the World Bank Group is 

working to raise $3.6 billion in loans 

and grants to help recovery efforts. Of-

ficials estimate damage to be around $9 

billion. Haiti and Cuba were also hurt 

by Hurricane Melissa. 

Officials say that Jamaica’s mis-

fortune is all the more compelling be-

cause Hurricane Beryl, another mega 

storm, had also caused severe damage 

to the country in July of 2024. Damage 

from Beryl and Melissa, Dorian in The 

Bahamas in 2019, and Irma and Maria 

in 2017 caused terrible damage to Do-

minica and neighboring islands. Lead-

ers argue that the increasing power of 

these storms is evidence that developed 

nations, whose actions persistently trig-

ger these violent changes in weather 

patterns, should be held accountable for 

their actions. 

And in late December, the Trump 

administration cited its distrust of the 

due diligence abilities of some regional 

governments to properly administer the 

citizenship by investment program 

(CIP) as the reason for suspending visa 

access to Dominicans and Antiguans. 

The issue has since been resolved, with 

holders of existing visas being allowed 

to travel, but new applicants face an 

uncertain future and extensive back-

ground checks. Under the CIP, local 

passports and citizenship are offered to 

foreigners for as low as US$100,000, 

along with investments in development 

sectors. 

Neighbors like Grenada, St. Lucia, 

and St. Kitts say they are closely moni-

toring developments, but the new ad-

ministration in St. Vincent has 

announced plans to implement its own 

CIP scheme, despite local fears of 

being penalized by the US. 

Regional civil society leaders like 

Chester Humphrey, a former Grenadian 

senate president, say the US is simply 

bullying and pressuring CARICOM na-

tions to do its bidding, like allowing it 

to set up military radars on Caribbean 

soil and use countries as jumping off 

points for military action against 

Venezuela, as it has done in both 

Trinidad and Tobago. The US has re-

cently set up a radar in Tobago while 

awaiting a decision from Grenada re-

garding similar facilities. 

As Trinidad rallies behind the US, 

Venezuela has made it clear that it will 

attack the republic if military incur-

sions are launched against it from the 

federation. It has also thrown similar 

shade against neighboring Guyana, 

which is also supporting America’s al-

leged war on drugs in the area. “We 

have always lived in peace, but if 

Trinidad lends its territory to attack 

Venezuela, we must respond with max-

imum popular military police fusion,” 

said Vice President Diosdado Cabello 

Rondó in response to joint military ex-

ercises in Trinidad. Antigua has already 

said no radar or military facilities will 

be allowed in the federation as the US 

moves to reclaim hegemony over its 

so-called Third Border or hemispheric 

backyard. 

Influential local commentators in 

Trinidad, like Rodney Charles, a for-

mer lawmaker in the Trinidad PM’s 

party, say foreign policy making is 

headed in the wrong direction. 

“I think that we are going down a 

very, very dangerous path. We do not 

have a well-thought-out and/or nuanced 

foreign policy that serves our interests. 

The US is not Trump. We might very 

well find post-midterms US elections 

in November 2026 that we positioned 

ourselves on the wrong side of even 

their foreign policy realities,” he said in 

a late December social media post. 

(Courtesy Caribbean Life)

Kamla Persad-Bissessar Andrew Holness

Top stories from the Caribbean in 2025

Cracks in Caribbean unity over the Trump-fuelled Venezuelan crisis, serious reduction in 
crime and Jamaica’s ‘Storm of the Century’ Hurricane Melissa dominated headlines



GUYANA’S tourism performance 

continues to chart bold territory, and the 

nation is now preparing to welcome three 

million passengers by 2030, according to 

Minister of Tourism, Industry, and Com-

merce, Susan Rodrigues. 

Speaking during a live broadcast on 

Tuesday, the minister highlighted the high-

volume of visitor arrivals: “…We are look-

ing forward to welcoming 3 million 

passengers by 2030 and our economy and 

our people have to be ready to receive 

these 3 million passengers.” 

She stressed that all Guyanese can 

“participate in the economy through 

tourism.” 

Minister Rodrigues said, “From the 

moment a visitor touches down at the air-

port or any port of entry, jobs are created, 

opportunities are created in transportation, 

in food, in accommodation, in tour guid-

ing, all of which are done by ordinary peo-

ple, small and medium-sized businesses.” 

She also pointed out that 2025 has al-

ready been a record-breaking year for 

tourism, with every month, indicating year-

on-year increase over the corresponding 

period in 2024. 

The minister noted that for the period 

January to October 2025, the total number 

of visitor arrivals for 2024 was surpassed. 

The projected figure for 2025 now stands 

at an impressive 20 per cent growth, the 

highest ever recorded in Guyana. 

She further said that all Guyanese 

have a role to play in ensuring that the na-

tion’s tourism sector grows and remains 

sustainable. 

Guyana’s exceptional performance 

has even garnered regional recognition as 

the Caribbean Tourism Organization con-

firmed that the nation achieved the highest 

percentage increase in visitor arrivals in the 

entire region from January to July, she dis-

closed. 

To accommodate the surge in visitors, 

the government is continuing to accelerate 

investment in tourism accommodation and 

infrastructure, thus, resulting in its issuance 

of a request for proposals for the construc-

tion of eco lodges and resorts at 10 loca-

tions across the country, with the 

expression of interest period closing De-

cember 31. 

Parallel to infrastructure expansion, 

the government continues to place empha-

sis on developing its human resources 

since 2020 and as such, the Guyana 

Tourism Authority (GTA) has trained 8000 

persons in hospitality and customer serv-

ice, food preparation among other areas. 

Tour operators have also benefitted 

from training, the minister further dis-

closed. 

Minister Rodrigues added that ac-

commodation capacity has expanded sig-

nificantly as 600 hotel rooms have been 

added through six new hotels over the last 

five years. Also, 15 major branded hotels 

are currently under construction and upon 

completion will add 2,000 rooms to the 

room stock. 

Tourism growth, according to the 

minister, has been supported by increased 

airlift, with nine new airlines entering the 

market between 2020 and 2025. 

She added: “And we will continue to 

expand our airlifts, those airlines that are 

operating here, and also will continue to 

add new routes, opening up new markets 

for the Guyanese traveller looking to ex-

plore and also to attract tourists looking to 

come to Guyana to experience our tourism 

product and even for trade and investment.
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Tourism takes off as Guyana gears up for 
three million visitors

The arrivals hall at the Cheddi Jagan International Airport
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Paving The Way For Lasting National Benefits
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AS Guyana approaches what 

President, Dr Irfaan Ali has called a 

“golden era,” the message from the re-

cent Guyana Oil and Gas Energy 

Chamber’s Annual Awards serves as 

both a promise and a vital guide. 

The President assured the nation 

that our growing oil wealth is in “safe 

hands.” He goes beyond just words by 

outlining a clear strategy aimed at en-

suring long-term stability rather than 

short-term gains. 

The announcement of a five-year 

economic expansion plan, supported 

by major industrial developments in 

Wales and Berbice, shows that the 

government is not just benefitting from 

oil revenues, but is also actively in-

vesting them into building a modern, 

diverse economy. 

The scale of the planned invest-

ments highlights this vision. The 

Wales Development Zone alone is set 

to attract over US$4 billion for the 

gas-to-energy initiative and related in-

dustries. Berbice is also expected to re-

ceive an additional US$2 billion for 

gas and port infrastructure. This leads 

to the creation of a US$10 billion na-

tional energy network. 

These numbers mean real relief 

for the average Guyanese. The gas-to-

energy project, nearing completion, 

aims to cut electricity costs by 50 per-

cent. This change will lower house-

hold bills and enable our 

manufacturing sector to compete on a 

global scale. 

Along with oil production being 

expected to reach an impressive 1.3 

million barrels per day by 2030, the 

economic outlook is clearly positive. 

However, what sets this adminis-

tration apart is its sober approach to 

optimism. 

President Ali’s honest warning 

about global market fluctuations and 

the potential for energy oversupply be-

tween 2025 and 2030, shows a level of 

maturity often absent in resource-rich 

countries. 

By recognising that the industry 

is sensitive to price, cost, and political 

factors, the government demonstrates 

it is navigating these challenges with 

clear awareness, while balancing am-

bitious growth with sound financial 

practices. 

Importantly, the President’s focus 

on human resources addresses sustain-

able development. 

Infrastructure is useless without a 

skilled workforce to manage it. The 

administration’s development of a 

human capital strategy, along with en-

couraging the diaspora to return, cor-

rectly identifies our people as the true 

asset. 

As we move from being a raw-

material exporter to an industrial 

leader, the need for skill improvement 

is essential. 

In a world where many countries 

suffer from resource curses, Guyana’s 

story is shaping up differently. 

The economy is being guided by 

leaders who understand the weight of 

their roles. With a well-defined strat-

egy to turn oil into lasting national 

benefits, including quality healthcare 

and energy security, it is clear that our 

future is in capable hands.

   Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have 

an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit 

your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com. 
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By Donald Ramotar 

Former Guyana President 

 

On December 26, 2025 Rohan 

Kanhai celebrated his 90th birthday. 

While this is an important milestone for 

anyone, it is particularly important for 

our nation as a whole. 

Rohan, was indeed our country’s 

first superstar in sports. He strode the 

cricketing areas, throughout the world 

like a giant. His battling was sheer ge-

nius as he played every stroke in the 

book and invented some of his own. He 

was a fantastic fielder, particularly in 

the slips and in his early stage was one 

of the best wicket keeper of his time. 

Rohan began his career in the 

1950s. It was a very difficult period in 

our country. At that time the progres-

sive forces in Guyana were confronting 

colonialism and imperialism as we 

fought for the independence of Guyana. 

That movement was led by a villager of 

Rohan, the great Cheddi Jagan. The 

anti-colonial struggle here had grasped 

the imagination of freedom loving peo-

ple the world over but more particu-

larly the people of Asia and Africa. The 

struggles in British Guiana, Kenya and 

South Africa had captured International 

Headlines in the 1950s and 60s. 

The Guyana cricketers of that pe-

riod in many ways reflected the strug-

gles of our people. But no one more 

than Rohan with the bat and Lance 

Gibbs with the ball. 

While batting sometimes Rohan 

would explode and then no bowler 

could keep him down. It did not matter 

if it was pace or spin, he would hit 

them to all parts of the ground, seem-

ingly merciless yet with an unmatched 

elegance. 

We saw the same with Gibbs and 

the ball. When he exploded, he was al-

most unplayable. 

Rohan not only played many mag-

nificent innings of which it is almost 

impossible to pick his best. They were 

all stupendous. Those cricket lovers 

who never saw the master “blasting for 

runs” must be considered as unfortu-

nates. 

He was also a very astute captain 

of the West Indies. When the team fell 

into bad times and began losing a lot, it 

was Rohan who put it back on its win-

ning ways. He was succeeded by Lloyd 

under whose leadership the West Indies 

enjoyed its longest period at the top of 

the game. 

Rohan became a successful coach 

after he retired. His period of coaching 

in Jamaica is still remembered fondly. 

Many Jamaicans at that time named 

their children after the great man. This 

included Bob Marley who had a son 

named Rohan. 

On this occasion of his 90th Birth-

day I wish to thank him for the pleasure 

and pride he provided for the cricketing 

world and for us in Guyana and the 

Caribbean. 

I say Happy Birthday Great One 

and keep going for the century!

Saluting Rohan Kanhai at 90 Not Out



Alberta health officials are flag-

ging the circulation of a rare bacteria 

known as Haemophilus influenzae type 

b (Hib) among homeless adults living 

in Calgary. 

A memo to emergency depart-

ments and urgent care workers from 

Primary and Preventative Health Serv-

ices obtained by CBC News warns of a 

“cluster of invasive Hib cases caused 

by a genetically distinct sequence 

type." 

“This strain has previously been 

reported in British Columbia and is 

now appearing in our region among 

adults experiencing homelessness or 

unstable housing,” the memo reads.  

In 2022, an outbreak of Hib was 

reported on Vancouver Island, spread-

ing among homeless populations as 

well as people who use drugs. Island 

Health said at the time that one person 

had died from the infection.  

According to the Alberta govern-

ment, there have been eight cases of 

Hib in the Calgary zone in 2025. That's 

compared to three cases in 2024, and 

two cases between 2019 and 2023. 

Hib used to be cause more illness 

among children, until a vaccine for it 

was introduced and included as part of 

routine childhood immunizations, says 

Dr. Isaac Bogoch, an infectious disease 

specialist at Toronto General Hospital. 

"It's not a very common infection, 

but I think if you work in a hospital, 

you're not surprised to see it every once 

in a while," said Bogoch. 

"Is this going to add significant 

pressure to an already stretched health-

care system? No, it's not. But it's im-

portant to recognize patients coming in 

with risk factors like homelessness 

may have this infection." 

The memo acknowledges Hib re-

mains relatively rare in Calgary, but the 

"uniqueness of the epidemiology of the 

strain" warrants awareness. 

Despite similarities in its name, 

Hib is not associated with the influenza 

virus (and is a bacteria, not a virus.) 

It can however present as flu-like 

symptoms, like ear or sinus infections. 

Health Canada says in rarer, more se-

vere cases, Hib can get into the blood 

and infect various organs. Then it can 

cause symptoms like fever, drowsiness 

and vomiting, and can be fatal. 

Bogoch says as infections go, it is 

not hard to treat, diagnose or prevent, 

but said it is "sadly an infection that's 

more 

common in homeless populations." 

He says that's due to lack of infra-

structure in environments where people 

are clustered together, with lower ac-

cess to health care and hygiene serv-

ices. 

Those factors can also lead to 

higher risk of weakened immune sys-

tems 

among homeless populations, making 

them more susceptible to the spread of 

infections, said Dr. Monty Ghosh, an 

addictions and internal medicine spe-

cialist and assistant professor at the 

University of Calgary and University 

of Alberta. 

The bacteria typically spreads 

through 

coughing, sneezing or sharing things 

like utensils or cups.  

The memo from Alberta's Primary 

and Preventative Health Services min-

istry says surveillance for Hib has been 

stepped up, and contact tracing will be 

conducted. 

— from the CBC
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There have been 8 cases of Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) reported in Calgary in 2025

Hospitals warned about rare infec-
tion emerging in Calgary

Canadians want their cars built locally
Many Canadians are looking to buy a new car in the 

near future — but amid the trade war, the majority say 

they would prefer that their cars be made entirely in 

Canada. 

As many as six in 10 Canadians (61 per cent) said 

they are looking to buy a new car in the next five years, 

with more than three-quarters (76 per cent) worried that 

trade tensions and U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariffs 

will make vehicles unaffordable, a new KPMG survey re-

leased Monday showed. 

Canadians want their cars built right here, the survey 

showed, with 72 per cent saying it is important that their 

vehicle be assembled or built in Canada. Nearly half (49 

per cent) said it is “somewhat important,” while 23 per 

cent said it is “very important.” 

The survey shows that non-American manufacturers 

with a large manufacturing footprint in Ontario – Toyota 

and Honda – are seeing a spike in popularity in Canada, 

while the Detroit Three – General Motors, Stellantis and 

Ford – are losing consumer trust. 

“It’s not surprising that Toyota and Honda, which 

each have a large manufacturing presence in Ontario, res-

onate most with Canadian consumers,” said Dave Power, 

partner and national automotive sector leader at KPMG 

Canada. 

“At the same time, trust in the Detroit Three is start-

ing to erode as Canadians see a lack of commitment to 

keep jobs in Canada, driven by U.S. trade policies and 

pressures on company leadership to move operations to 

the U.S,” Power added. 

In April, Trump announced a 25 per cent tariff on 

foreign-made automobiles, including those assembled in 

Canada. However, in May, he announced that any parts 

that are compliant with the Canada-U.S.-Mexico free 

trade agreement will not be hit with tariffs. 

CUSMA is up for review in the new year, leading 

Canadians to worry about car prices if Canada loses these 

exemptions. 

The highly integrated nature of the automotive sup-

ply chain would likely mean Canadians could see car 

prices affected by Trump’s tariffs. 

Nearly three-quarters of Canadians (72 per cent) are 

concerned new vehicle prices will rise if Canada’s auto 

industry loses protection under CUSMA, the KPMG sur-

vey showed. 

Half (51 per cent) believe Canada’s automotive in-

dustry cannot survive without trade protections or a new 

trade agreement with the U.S. 

The survey shows Canadians also want the govern-

ment to punish automakers that move jobs down south, 

with six in 10 (59 per cent) saying they support subjecting 

automakers to Canadian tariffs if they relocate assembly 

lines to the U.S., the research finds. 

Canadians want the country’s auto sector to keep 

focus on electric vehicles, with more than half (55 per 

cent) saying they believe Canada could become a global 

leader in EVs to reduce its reliance on the U.S. 

Most Canadians (62 per cent) say they don’t plan to 

spend more than $50,000 on their next car, down from 75 

per cent in 2022. — from Global News



PRESIDENT Dr Irfan Ali has un-

derscored the importance of building 

strong institutions as the foundation of 

national development, praising the Of-

fice of the Director of Public Prosecu-

tions (DPP) and the Judiciary for their 

focus on long-term systems. 

Speaking on institutional resilience, 

during the swearing in of Senior Counsel 

Rafiq Turhan Khan as a Justice of Ap-

peal on Tuesday, the Head of State said, 

“Once we build strong, resilient systems, 

we will be able to build an architecture 

that can withstand every storm, and I 

want to compliment the office of the De-

partment of Public Prosecution (DPP) 

and the Judiciary for focusing heavily on 

system, because that is what we’ll all 

leave.” 

President Ali emphasised that pub-

lic officials are temporary, but the sys-

tems they establish endure beyond their 

time in office. 

“All of us leave office, we leave the 

system, and the system is what ensures 

the survival of the product that we de-

liver,” he added. 

While addressing the nation from 

the Arthur Chung Conference Centre 

(ACC) last week, President Ali said 

Guyana’s judiciary, which has upheld 

stability and the principles of good gov-

ernance, is poised for a new era of con-

sistent excellence, signalling a 

commitment to strengthening the coun-

try’s judicial system. 

“My government welcomes the ju-

diciary’s effort to ensure accountability 

by pursuing evidence-based data man-

agement across all levels of the court 

system.” 

He noted that the government will 

introduce disposal and clearance rate 

standards, leveraging the use of technol-

ogy for all court operations. 

To this end, case management, 

human resources, maintenance of stores 

for the payment of maintenance, bail and 

fines electronically will be the main 

areas of focus over the next five years. 

“This administration holds an un-

flinching commitment to the rule of law, 

to the sanctity of our legal institutions, 

and most of all, to you, the people of this 

land. Justice must work for the people of 

this land,” the President said. 

In addition to this, legislative 

changes will be made to make judges, 

magistrates, as well as legal practitioners 

more accountable. 

Further, the government will be 

launching the revised edition of the laws 

of Guyana, updated from 2012 to De-

cember 31, 2021. The government will 

be launching the law reports of Guyana 

from 2008 to 2021. 

“These initiatives will make our 

laws easier, accessible and more user-

friendly to all our citizens,” the president 

said. 

President Ali also noted that the Ju-

dicial Service Commission (JSC) is ex-

pected to fill key vacancies in the High 

Court and Magistrate Court, increasing 

the complement of commissioners of 

title in support of their rendering of 

timely decisions, and appointing more 

judicial research assistants who will be 

integral. 

This, according to President Ali, 

will all strengthen the capacity of the 

courts to deal with cases more effi-

ciently.
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‘Guyana building judicial architecture 
that can withstand every storm’

President Irfaan Ali

At least 160 schools across Jamaica remained closed 

to teaching and learning in early December, weeks after the 

passage of Hurricane Melissa. But the expected reopening 

of schools is January 6, 2026, according to Fayval 

Williams, Minister of Finance and the Public Service. 

Williams said 100 of the 160 schools not yet reopened 

were impacted by the Category 5 storm. Speaking during a 

meeting of Parliament’s Standing Finance Committee re-

cently, she also disclosed that 59 schools are still being 

used as shelters for people displaced by the hurricane. 

Of the 1,010 public schools nationwide, Williams said 

721 were damaged when Hurricane Melissa tore through 

the island on October 28, leaving 290 schools deemed se-

verely impacted. Despite that, she told the committee that 

850 schools have already reopened. 

To support recovery efforts, the government has allo-

cated $616 million for school clean-up activities following 

the storm. An additional $1.7 billion has been earmarked in 

the Third Supplementary Estimates for public schools for 

the period ending March 31, 2026. 

However, the Jamaica Teachers’ Association (JTA) has 

raised concerns about the planned January reopening, citing 

what it described as insufficient consultation by the Min-

istry of Education. 

“At the end of the day, we’re going to be tripping over 

ourselves, and it will create a lot of inefficiencies in the sys-

tem; and if we are not careful, the transition will not be as 

smooth as it could be,” JTA President Mark Malabver told 

The Gleaner. 

Malabver said that while schools such as Manchester 

High School, Munro College in St Elizabeth, and St Eliza-

beth Technical High School are advanced or making 

progress with repairs, others remain far behind. 

 

All JA schools to re-open Jan 6



From Yahoo Finance: 

 

The Bank of Canada’s path ahead 

in 2026 is substantially murkier than it 

was a year ago, when economists were 

more or less certain of further interest 

rate cuts. 

In some ways, the end-of-year con-

texts are similar — in December 2024, 

Bank of Canada (BoC) governor Tiff 

Macklem called the threat of tariffs by 

the just-elected Donald Trump “a major 

new uncertainty.” One year later, Des-

jardins Group economists call the 

Canada–United States–Mexico Agree-

ment (CUSMA) review “[t]he defining 

issue of 2026.” 

What is different is where policy 

rates sit. At the end of 2024, economists 

broadly agreed that the BoC would make 

further interest rate cuts, with the debate 

primarily about how many cuts would 

happen. The BoC made a further 100 

basis points of cuts in 2025, bringing its 

overnight rate to 2.25 per cent. In an 

email to Yahoo Finance Canada, Indrani 

De, head of global investment research 

and Robin Marshall, director of global 

investment research at FTSE Russell, 

say that rate is at “the easy end” of the 

BoC’s neutral range —where the interest 

rate is neither overly stimulative nor 

overly restrictive. 

“The debate about the next move in 

BoC rates is now two-way,” they wrote. 

“Both up and down.” 

That shift reflects an economy that 

is underperforming but not clearly dete-

riorating. Most forecasters expect 

Canada’s real GDP to grow roughly one 

to 1.5 per cent in 2026 — below its long-

run trend, but well short of a recession, 

according to outlooks from Desjardins, 

BMO and National Bank of Canada. 

Economists are united in identify-

ing the CUSMA review’s importance. 

While CUSMA exemptions shielded 

most Canadian exports in 2025, Trump’s 

skepticism of the deal signals precarity 

ahead. BMO economists say they are 

'relative pessimists,' noting the deal 

could face annual reviews rather than a 

permanent fix. 

“The tariff dynamic introduced in 

2025 — on−again, off−again, threatened 

and actual — is expected to continue in 

2026…,” Desjardins Group economist 

Randall Bartlett wrote in a December 19 

note. “In such a climate, businesses are 

likely to stay on the sidelines, reluctant 

to invest when the future is so unpre-

dictable. With a deadline of July 1, how 

Canada’s economy evolves afterward 

will depend on whether an agreement is 

reached, for good or for ill.” 

FTSE Russell’s De and Marshall 

say CUSMA is “unlikely to survive in its 

current ‘NAFTA 2’ mode, but also note 

that the world has made numerous other 

trade deals in the shadow of Trump’s 

trade war. 

“This is a reason that U.S. trade 

policy uncertainty has had less downside 

impact broadly across countries,” they 

wrote. 

That resilience, however, has not 

been enough to restore confidence in do-

mestic investment or demand, leaving 

policymakers cautious about their next 

move. 

Ahead of the BoC’s December an-

nouncement, markets had begun to con-

sider the possibility of an interest rate 

hike in 2026. Observers were surprised 

by a third consecutive consensus-beating 

jobs report, which saw the unemploy-

ment rate drop to 6.5 per cent, as well as 

GDP data for the third quarter well 

above gloomy expectations. Many saw 

the BoC’s language around its decision 

to hold, and its re-use of an October line 

that rates were “at about the right level,” 

as pushing back against the rate-hike 

narrative. 

Economists and labour-market an-

alysts broadly expect employment con-

ditions to soften only gradually in 2026. 

Hiring remains weak, but so do layoffs 

— a 'low-hire, low-fire' dynamic that has 

kept unemployment stable, according to 

Indeed Canada economist Brendon 

Bernard. Slowing population growth has 

further limited upward pressure on the 

jobless rate. In a downside scenario tied 

to renewed trade disruption, Indeed esti-

mates the jobless rate could rise by 

roughly 0.4 percentage points, but its 

baseline outlook points to only modest 

movement either way. 

Most financial industry experts now 

expect the BoC to hold its overnight rate 

through 2026. LSEG data as at Decem-

ber 24 gave a 97.9 per cent chance of no 

change to rates. 

“While the unemployment rate may 

drift lower, growth is likely to stay weak 

and uncertainty unusually elevated,” 

Desjardins Group wrote in its 2026 out-

look. “But with limited excess capacity, 

sticky underlying inflation, and fiscal 

measures gradually filtering through the 

economy, the bar for a move towards ac-

commodative policy is high.” 

In other words, modest economic 

weakness alone is unlikely to be enough 

to prompt further rate cuts. 

That forecast is not unanimous, 

however. Capital Group’s outlook argues 

that the BoC “will resist a cut amid 

muted inflation, but softness in the mid-

dle of 2026 may force their hand.” And 

economists at National Bank of Canada 

write that “the worst is behind the Cana-

dian economy” and see rate hikes start-

ing next fall. 

Many forecasters now frame 2026 

as a set of competing scenarios — a pro-

longed hold if trade uncertainty drags on, 

a mid-year cut if growth falters materi-

ally, or a late-year hike if resilience per-

sists and inflation proves sticky. 

For now, most agree the Bank is 

waiting for clearer evidence before com-

mitting to any next move. 
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Here's what economists expect the 
Bank of Canada to do in 2026

The Bank of Canada
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GUYANA’S first-ever agri-

tourism policy aims to generate some 

1,500 indirect jobs within the next five 

years of implementation, a target de-

scribed as “achievable” by Candace 

Phillips, Senior Manager of Product 

Development within the Ministry of 

Tourism, Industry and Commerce. 

Phillips explained to the Sunday 

Chronicle how the major target spans 

enterprises in all ten administrative re-

gions, allowing for inclusive growth 

and the spin-off effect of such imple-

mentation. From transportation, 

labour, meals, culinary, hospitality, 

agro-processors, and associated ameni-

ties and services, the policy covers the 

total value chain. 

The target outlined within the pol-

icy document represents 10 per cent of 

tourism’s projected contribution to in-

direct employment. In the plan, the 

first five years will allow for project 

implementation focusing on curating 

experiences, associated training and 

capacity-building, Phillips explained. 

Depending on the individual 

product development cycle, it is ex-

pected that various experiences will be 

unveiled, she stated, noting that post-

five-year experiences offered to the 

target market will give rise to new 

areas for further development. The 

overall strategy, according to her, is to 

improve the linkage between tourism 

and agriculture not only for tourism 

purposes but also to reduce Guyana’s 

dependency on food importation. 

Phillips did, however, note that 

incentives still need to be defined but 

will be further discussed as the imple-

mentation phase begins. One of the 

strategies would be to align businesses 

with incentives for registration and op-

erational policies, which can help them 

access funding, which she said is al-

ready available but may be under-

utilised. 

Phillips further disclosed that ro-

bust training support will be provided 

by multiple institutions and agencies, 

including the Ministry of Tourism, In-

dustry and Commerce, the Guyana 

Tourism Authority (GTA) and Inter-

American Institute of Agricultural Sci-

ences (IICA). In fact, she stated that 

IICA has an online rural tourism 

course which beneficiaries are enrolled 

in to build their understanding of the 

linkages between agriculture and 

tourism. 

Under the policy, according to 

Phillips, there will be heavy emphasis 

on providing product development 

support. For each product to be devel-

oped, a training plan will be crafted to 

ensure that service providers are best 

positioned to be able to provide a qual-

ity service experience, she said. Ac-

cordingly, as a main beneficiary group, 

opportunities for women and youths 

will be embedded in the project. 

Phillips added: “This will be done 

through including opportunities for 

their involvement and building their 

skillset. By exposing them to various 

areas of empowerment, it is envisioned 

that they will play a leading role in the 

sector- creating viable income oppor-

tunities and improving their lives.” 

Last month, the Government of 

Guyana (GoG) took a bold step and 

launched the national agri-tourism pol-

icy, a comprehensive strategy aimed at 

redefining the market, transforming 

livelihoods and promoting inclusive 

and sustainable growth. The policy of-

fers numerous avenues for Guyana to 

expand its value-added opportunities, 

introducing many new products and 

experiences that are second to none, 

including farm-to-table activities, cul-

tural heritage experiences and eco-ad-

ventures.  

The policy aligns Guyana not 

only with its national development 

goals but also places the country at the 

forefront of regional priorities, includ-

ing CARICOM’s agri-food security 

agenda. On a global scale, the national 

policy plans to address food security, 

economic diversification and climate 

resilience, while also advancing 

Guyana’s efforts to meet the United 

Nations (UN) Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDGs). 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and 

Commerce, Susan Rodrigues, during 

the launch of the policy, had stated that 

the policy marks a decisive move to-

wards converting Guyana into a global 

attraction. In her address, the minister 

spoke extensively about the “infinite 

possibilities” within the tourism sector. 

“This initiative underscores the 

unwavering commitment of the Gov-

ernment of Guyana to foster the 

growth of niche tourism. The advance-

ment of the agritourism sector is the 

result of a strategic partnership be-

tween MINTIC and the Ministry of 

Agriculture,” Minister Rodrigues said. 

 

 

Guyana’s first Agri-Tourism policy poised to 
create 1,500 indirect Jobs
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The new policy will focus on the services around agri-tourism














































