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The Barbados Labour Party (BLP) has pledged cost-of-living relief through 

targeted cash credits and tax measures if re-elected, rejecting broad value-added 

tax (VAT) cuts it says may not translate into lower prices. 

BLP political leader Prime Minister Mia Mottley said the approach was de-

signed to put money directly back into people’s pockets. 

Addressing supporters at Golden Square on Saturday night during the 

launch of the party’s manifesto, Mottley said the BLP had deliberately rejected 

calls for VAT reductions, arguing that such measures offered no guarantee of re-

lief for the most vulnerable. 

“Everybody deserves the money back in their pockets and not with some ar-

bitrary reduction of VAT that you don’t know whether the man will reduce the 

prices in the shops or not or the services,” she said. 

Instead, Mottley said the party had opted for what she described as creative 

and responsible solutions, building on measures implemented since taking office 

in 2018. 

She recalled that when the BLP returned to office in 2019, the reverse tax 

credit stood at $650 and was available only to those earning $1500 a month or 

less. 

Barbadians go to the polls next Tuesday (February 11) in a snap election 

called by Prime Minister Mottley.

BELIZE and Guyana are moving to deepen cooperation in the sugar indus-

try, Belize Prime Minister John Briceño said on Monday during a sitting of the 

Belizean National Assembly attended by Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali. 

Reflecting on a shared history shaped by sugar production and colonial de-

velopment, Prime Minister Briceño said the time has come to transition from 

those legacy models. 

He announced that Belize and Guyana will jointly facilitate private sector 

investment in the refined sugar industry, while reaffirming sugar’s continued im-

portance within both countries’ agricultural sectors. 

“We share a history shaped by sugar. Fields were ploughed and cane cut by 

indentured labour and sugar exported to Europe by nationalists. As the industry 

evolved, it provided jobs, educated our children, earned for an exchange and 

drove the development of our colony, colonial societies. But that was yesterday. 

Today, we will jointly facilitate private sector investment in the refined sugar 

sector,” Prime Minister Briceño, pictured with President Ali above, said. 

He also assured investors that the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) will 

be positioned as an assured market for refined sugar produced by Belizean and 

Guyanese producers. Back in December 2025, GAICO Construction Inc. signed 

a Joint Venture Agreement with Caribbean Sugar Refinery Inc. to establish a new 

white sugar refinery in Guyana. 

Mia promises cost-of-living relief Guyana, Belize deepen sugar ties

2225 Markham Road -Suite 203  

Scarborough on. M1B 0E6  
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Feds expand Black business program
By Milan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The federal government issued a statement an-

nouncing the extension of its Black Entrepreneurship 

Program, saying it will continue to support Black-

owned businesses across Canada through additional 

funding and resources. The government said the exten-

sion is intended to help address barriers faced by 

Black entrepreneurs and expand access to business 

support systems. 

The announcement of the program’s extension 

was made on February 3, 2026 in recognition of Black 

History Month by Rechie Valdez, Minister of Women 

and Gender Equality and Secretary of State (Small 

Business and Tourism). The government said the ex-

tended funding will also allow the program to con-

tinue offering its loan, mentorship, and training 

components over the coming years. 

The Black Entrepreneurship Program was first 

launched in 2021 with the mission of increasing ac-

cess to mentorship, financing, and business support for 

Black entrepreneurs. Government figures show more 

than 24,000 Black entrepreneurs have received sup-

port through the program since its creation. 

According to the federal government, the 

Black Entrepreneurship Loan Fund, a key component 

of the program, has approved over 800 loans which 

total to over $70 million in financing for Black busi-

ness owners across Canada. This program’s elements 

include a loan fund for business financing aid, a 

knowledge hub with resources connected to Black en-

trepreneurship, and an ecosystem fund which directs 

support to community-based organizations. 

In remarks released by the federal govern-

ment, Valdez said the program’s extension is designed 

to build on progress that has been made prior to the 

program, along with helping more Black entrepreneurs 

start and grow their businesses in Canada. She noted 

that Black women and 2SLGBTQI+ entrepreneurs in 

particular have faced a large amount of challenges in 

accessing support and capital to open businesses. 

The announcement by the government also 

referenced an expansion made to the program in fall of 

2025. At that time, the government said it would in-

vest $189 million over the next five years to continue 

broadening the initiative’s support system. 

Government officials said the extended pro-

gram seeks to strengthen inclusive economic growth 

by increasing access to mentorship, capital, and serv-

ices for underrepresented entrepreneurs nationwide. 
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E x c i t i n g 
opportunities for 
Guyana’s sustainable 
development agenda 
took centre stage during 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali’s recent visit 
to the United Kingdom, 
where a series of high-
level engagements 
focused on advancing 
climate resilience, 
biodiversity protection 
and long-term economic 

all Guyanese.
In a video released on 

platforms, President 
Ali said the visit was 
guided by Guyana’s 
long-term national 
interests and highlighted 
the country’s expanding 
leadership role in global 
environmental and 

In the Yarrowkabra 
area, a quiet 
transformation is 
underway: new homes, 
shade houses, and 
opportunities are giving 
families a reason to 
dream bigger. The Hyde 
Park (Yarrowkabra) 
Homestead Project, 
launched along the 
S o e s d y k e / L i n d e n 
Highway, is already 
changing lives, especially 
for single mothers who 
have long struggled to 
secure stable housing.

Claudia Rodrigues, 
a single mother of two, 
was among 27 women 
assigned homes at the 
recent launch. She 

ecosystem initiatives.
A major highlight of 

the visit was a meeting 
with His Majesty King 
Charles III, whom 
President Ali described 
as “not only an 
onlooker in what 
we are doing, but an 
active participant and 
promoter of Guyana’s 

described the allocation 
process as smooth and 
hassle-free, highlighting 

not only a house, but 

through grants to assist 
with construction.

work in climate, 
e n v i r o n m e n t , 
forestry and 
b i o d i v e r s i t y . ” 
The President said 
discussions were 
productive, with King 

his support for 
Guyana’s progress in 
forestry management, 
biodiversity conservation 
and climate resilience.

The visit also 
advanced discussions 

mechanisms for 
biodiversity, including 
the development 
of a market-based 
biodiversity model 
supported by sustainable 
and predictable 
funding. President 
Ali underscored 

“This initiative is 
a real help for single 
mothers like me,” 
Rodrigues said. “It will 

our lives and give 
our children a stable 
place to grow.”

The Yarrowkabra 
development, a key 
part of the People’s 
Progressive Party Civic 
(PPP/C) Government’s 
national housing 
strategy under Budget 
2026, will see 500 
housing units built on 
100 acres. Fifty homes 
have been completed, 

and construction on 
37 more units is set to 
begin soon, bringing the 

the strong links 
between biodiversity, 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , 
indigenous culture and 
traditional knowledge, 
noting that Guyana is 
positioning itself as a 
global focal point for 
biodiversity action, 
research and innovation.

As part of the UK 
engagements, President 
Ali and his delegation, 
held discussions 
with Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
Shirley Ayorkor 
Botchwey. The talks 
highlighted alignment 
between Guyana’s 
environmental priorities 
and Commonwealth 
initiatives, including 
plans to establish 
a Commonwealth 
Centre of Excellence 
on Biodiversity. The 
proposed centre would 
be integrated with other 
international institutions 
to address biodiversity 
loss while supporting 
sustainable economic 
growth.

President Ali noted 
that sectors such as 
environmental services, 
biodiversity, forestry 
and climate-related 
industries, much like 

total to 102 homes under 
development.

Each homestead 
includes a core house 
paired with a shade 
house, allowing families 
to grow crops year-
round. This feature 
provides not only food 
security, but also the 
opportunity to earn 
supplemental income.

For Rochelle 
Wellington, a teacher 
and mother of three, 
the programme is the 
culmination of more 
than a decade-long wait 
for a house lot. She plans 
to grow celery, tomatoes, 
and broccoli in her shade 
house to help reduce 
household expenses and 
generate income. 

Minister of Housing 
Collin Croal said 

the government’s 
commitment to people-
centred development and 
women’s empowerment. 
“These are not 

they represent 
real families, real 
opportunities, and 

digitalisation and 

will be key drivers of the 
global economy in the 
years ahead. “We are 
positioning Guyana 
ahead of that time, 
f u t u r e - p r o o f i n g 
our economy for 
our people, for 
sustainability and 
resilience, and for 
the world,” he said.

The President also 
met with the United 
Kingdom’s Deputy 
Prime Minister, the 
Right Honourable David 
Lammy, the son of 
Guyanese immigrants. 
Discussions focused on 
Guyana and the UK’s 
shared commitment to 
biodiversity protection 
and climate leadership. 
President Ali welcomed 

real progress,” he 
said.

Minister within 

Minister, Kwame McCoy, 
emphasised that safe, 
stable homes provide 
dignity and opportunity 
for families to thrive. The 
ministers, along with 

Housing and Planning 
Authority and NAREI, 
toured completed 
homes to showcase 
how functional spaces 
can also feel warm and 
inviting.

The development 

is implemented 
through a public-
private partnership 
with Duravilla Homes 
and supported by 
expanded mortgage 

income mortgage 
ceilings, and home 

the UK’s decision to 
become a signatory to 
the Guyana-led Global 
Biodiversity Alliance, 
launched in July last 
year. 

Additional meetings 
were held with UK 
Export Finance CEO Tim 
Read to explore support 
for major infrastructure 
projects, including the 
expansion of the Cheddi 

Jagan International 
Airport terminal. 
Discussions with The 
King’s Foundation 
focused on urban renewal 
initiatives such as the 
Georgetown Restoration 
and Revitalisation 
Programme and the 
Estate of Harmony 
project in Moraikobai, 
Region Five.

improvement subsidies 
announced in Budget 

institutions, prioritising 
those without land or 
housing.

The project also 
includes road, water, and 
electricity infrastructure, 
part of a $7.5 billion 
investment along the 
S o e s d y k e / L i n d e n 
corridor. With plans 
for housing, business, 
tourism, and investment, 
the area is being 
positioned as a major 
growth and sustainable 

community hub.
For Rodrigues, 

Wellington, and dozens 
of other women, the 
Hyde Park project is a 
foundation for stability, 
opportunity, and a better 
future.
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President  Ali and his delegation met with The King’s 

President Ali and UK's Deputy Prime Minister David Lammy 

warm and inviting
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