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The Barbados Labour Party (BLP) has pledged cost-of-living relief through 

targeted cash credits and tax measures if re-elected, rejecting broad value-added 

tax (VAT) cuts it says may not translate into lower prices. 

BLP political leader Prime Minister Mia Mottley said the approach was de-

signed to put money directly back into people’s pockets. 

Addressing supporters at Golden Square on Saturday night during the 

launch of the party’s manifesto, Mottley said the BLP had deliberately rejected 

calls for VAT reductions, arguing that such measures offered no guarantee of re-

lief for the most vulnerable. 

“Everybody deserves the money back in their pockets and not with some ar-

bitrary reduction of VAT that you don’t know whether the man will reduce the 

prices in the shops or not or the services,” she said. 

Instead, Mottley said the party had opted for what she described as creative 

and responsible solutions, building on measures implemented since taking office 

in 2018. 

She recalled that when the BLP returned to office in 2019, the reverse tax 

credit stood at $650 and was available only to those earning $1500 a month or 

less. 

Barbadians go to the polls next Tuesday (February 11) in a snap election 

called by Prime Minister Mottley.

BELIZE and Guyana are moving to deepen cooperation in the sugar indus-

try, Belize Prime Minister John Briceño said on Monday during a sitting of the 

Belizean National Assembly attended by Guyana’s President Dr Irfaan Ali. 

Reflecting on a shared history shaped by sugar production and colonial de-

velopment, Prime Minister Briceño said the time has come to transition from 

those legacy models. 

He announced that Belize and Guyana will jointly facilitate private sector 

investment in the refined sugar industry, while reaffirming sugar’s continued im-

portance within both countries’ agricultural sectors. 

“We share a history shaped by sugar. Fields were ploughed and cane cut by 

indentured labour and sugar exported to Europe by nationalists. As the industry 

evolved, it provided jobs, educated our children, earned for an exchange and 

drove the development of our colony, colonial societies. But that was yesterday. 

Today, we will jointly facilitate private sector investment in the refined sugar 

sector,” Prime Minister Briceño, pictured with President Ali above, said. 

He also assured investors that the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) will 

be positioned as an assured market for refined sugar produced by Belizean and 

Guyanese producers. Back in December 2025, GAICO Construction Inc. signed 

a Joint Venture Agreement with Caribbean Sugar Refinery Inc. to establish a new 

white sugar refinery in Guyana. 

Mia promises cost-of-living relief Guyana, Belize deepen sugar ties

2225 Markham Road -Suite 203  

Scarborough on. M1B 0E6  
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Feds expand Black business program
By Milan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The federal government issued a statement an-

nouncing the extension of its Black Entrepreneurship 

Program, saying it will continue to support Black-

owned businesses across Canada through additional 

funding and resources. The government said the exten-

sion is intended to help address barriers faced by 

Black entrepreneurs and expand access to business 

support systems. 

The announcement of the program’s extension 

was made on February 3, 2026 in recognition of Black 

History Month by Rechie Valdez, Minister of Women 

and Gender Equality and Secretary of State (Small 

Business and Tourism). The government said the ex-

tended funding will also allow the program to con-

tinue offering its loan, mentorship, and training 

components over the coming years. 

The Black Entrepreneurship Program was first 

launched in 2021 with the mission of increasing ac-

cess to mentorship, financing, and business support for 

Black entrepreneurs. Government figures show more 

than 24,000 Black entrepreneurs have received sup-

port through the program since its creation. 

According to the federal government, the 

Black Entrepreneurship Loan Fund, a key component 

of the program, has approved over 800 loans which 

total to over $70 million in financing for Black busi-

ness owners across Canada. This program’s elements 

include a loan fund for business financing aid, a 

knowledge hub with resources connected to Black en-

trepreneurship, and an ecosystem fund which directs 

support to community-based organizations. 

In remarks released by the federal govern-

ment, Valdez said the program’s extension is designed 

to build on progress that has been made prior to the 

program, along with helping more Black entrepreneurs 

start and grow their businesses in Canada. She noted 

that Black women and 2SLGBTQI+ entrepreneurs in 

particular have faced a large amount of challenges in 

accessing support and capital to open businesses. 

The announcement by the government also 

referenced an expansion made to the program in fall of 

2025. At that time, the government said it would in-

vest $189 million over the next five years to continue 

broadening the initiative’s support system. 

Government officials said the extended pro-

gram seeks to strengthen inclusive economic growth 

by increasing access to mentorship, capital, and serv-

ices for underrepresented entrepreneurs nationwide. 
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E x c i t i n g 
opportunities for 
Guyana’s sustainable 
development agenda 
took centre stage during 
President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali’s recent visit 
to the United Kingdom, 
where a series of high-
level engagements 
focused on advancing 
climate resilience, 
biodiversity protection 
and long-term economic 

all Guyanese.
In a video released on 

platforms, President 
Ali said the visit was 
guided by Guyana’s 
long-term national 
interests and highlighted 
the country’s expanding 
leadership role in global 
environmental and 

In the Yarrowkabra 
area, a quiet 
transformation is 
underway: new homes, 
shade houses, and 
opportunities are giving 
families a reason to 
dream bigger. The Hyde 
Park (Yarrowkabra) 
Homestead Project, 
launched along the 
S o e s d y k e / L i n d e n 
Highway, is already 
changing lives, especially 
for single mothers who 
have long struggled to 
secure stable housing.

Claudia Rodrigues, 
a single mother of two, 
was among 27 women 
assigned homes at the 
recent launch. She 

ecosystem initiatives.
A major highlight of 

the visit was a meeting 
with His Majesty King 
Charles III, whom 
President Ali described 
as “not only an 
onlooker in what 
we are doing, but an 
active participant and 
promoter of Guyana’s 

described the allocation 
process as smooth and 
hassle-free, highlighting 

not only a house, but 

through grants to assist 
with construction.

work in climate, 
e n v i r o n m e n t , 
forestry and 
b i o d i v e r s i t y . ” 
The President said 
discussions were 
productive, with King 

his support for 
Guyana’s progress in 
forestry management, 
biodiversity conservation 
and climate resilience.

The visit also 
advanced discussions 

mechanisms for 
biodiversity, including 
the development 
of a market-based 
biodiversity model 
supported by sustainable 
and predictable 
funding. President 
Ali underscored 

“This initiative is 
a real help for single 
mothers like me,” 
Rodrigues said. “It will 

our lives and give 
our children a stable 
place to grow.”

The Yarrowkabra 
development, a key 
part of the People’s 
Progressive Party Civic 
(PPP/C) Government’s 
national housing 
strategy under Budget 
2026, will see 500 
housing units built on 
100 acres. Fifty homes 
have been completed, 

and construction on 
37 more units is set to 
begin soon, bringing the 

the strong links 
between biodiversity, 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , 
indigenous culture and 
traditional knowledge, 
noting that Guyana is 
positioning itself as a 
global focal point for 
biodiversity action, 
research and innovation.

As part of the UK 
engagements, President 
Ali and his delegation, 
held discussions 
with Commonwealth 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l 
Shirley Ayorkor 
Botchwey. The talks 
highlighted alignment 
between Guyana’s 
environmental priorities 
and Commonwealth 
initiatives, including 
plans to establish 
a Commonwealth 
Centre of Excellence 
on Biodiversity. The 
proposed centre would 
be integrated with other 
international institutions 
to address biodiversity 
loss while supporting 
sustainable economic 
growth.

President Ali noted 
that sectors such as 
environmental services, 
biodiversity, forestry 
and climate-related 
industries, much like 

total to 102 homes under 
development.

Each homestead 
includes a core house 
paired with a shade 
house, allowing families 
to grow crops year-
round. This feature 
provides not only food 
security, but also the 
opportunity to earn 
supplemental income.

For Rochelle 
Wellington, a teacher 
and mother of three, 
the programme is the 
culmination of more 
than a decade-long wait 
for a house lot. She plans 
to grow celery, tomatoes, 
and broccoli in her shade 
house to help reduce 
household expenses and 
generate income. 

Minister of Housing 
Collin Croal said 

the government’s 
commitment to people-
centred development and 
women’s empowerment. 
“These are not 

they represent 
real families, real 
opportunities, and 

digitalisation and 

will be key drivers of the 
global economy in the 
years ahead. “We are 
positioning Guyana 
ahead of that time, 
f u t u r e - p r o o f i n g 
our economy for 
our people, for 
sustainability and 
resilience, and for 
the world,” he said.

The President also 
met with the United 
Kingdom’s Deputy 
Prime Minister, the 
Right Honourable David 
Lammy, the son of 
Guyanese immigrants. 
Discussions focused on 
Guyana and the UK’s 
shared commitment to 
biodiversity protection 
and climate leadership. 
President Ali welcomed 

real progress,” he 
said.

Minister within 

Minister, Kwame McCoy, 
emphasised that safe, 
stable homes provide 
dignity and opportunity 
for families to thrive. The 
ministers, along with 

Housing and Planning 
Authority and NAREI, 
toured completed 
homes to showcase 
how functional spaces 
can also feel warm and 
inviting.

The development 

is implemented 
through a public-
private partnership 
with Duravilla Homes 
and supported by 
expanded mortgage 

income mortgage 
ceilings, and home 

the UK’s decision to 
become a signatory to 
the Guyana-led Global 
Biodiversity Alliance, 
launched in July last 
year. 

Additional meetings 
were held with UK 
Export Finance CEO Tim 
Read to explore support 
for major infrastructure 
projects, including the 
expansion of the Cheddi 

Jagan International 
Airport terminal. 
Discussions with The 
King’s Foundation 
focused on urban renewal 
initiatives such as the 
Georgetown Restoration 
and Revitalisation 
Programme and the 
Estate of Harmony 
project in Moraikobai, 
Region Five.

improvement subsidies 
announced in Budget 

institutions, prioritising 
those without land or 
housing.

The project also 
includes road, water, and 
electricity infrastructure, 
part of a $7.5 billion 
investment along the 
S o e s d y k e / L i n d e n 
corridor. With plans 
for housing, business, 
tourism, and investment, 
the area is being 
positioned as a major 
growth and sustainable 

community hub.
For Rodrigues, 

Wellington, and dozens 
of other women, the 
Hyde Park project is a 
foundation for stability, 
opportunity, and a better 
future.
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President  Ali and his delegation met with The King’s 

President Ali and UK's Deputy Prime Minister David Lammy 

warm and inviting
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income, gain skills, and 

“This project 
is about more 
than handing out 
grants,” President Ali 
told residents. “The 
idea is to translate 

this support into 
wealth creation and 
demonstrate in a 
real way how we 
can transform lives 
and build business 
opportunities.”

The project 

to work together, rotating 
responsibilities over six- 
to eight-week cycles as 
crops are grown, tended, 
and harvested. President 
Ali emphasised that 
cooperation is a central 
part of the initiative, 
saying, “If we do 
50 of these, we 
expect the entire 

help each other to 
establish the shade 
houses.” On average, 
each participant could 
earn around $1 million 
over a six-crop cycle.

Minister of Local 

Government and 
Regional Development, 
Priya Manickchand, 
framed the project 
as part of a broader 

revitalise communities 
in Georgetown under 
the government’s 
“ N e i g h b o u r h o o d 
Love” initiative. She 
noted that improvements 
are already underway, 
including upgraded 
surroundings, regular 
garbage collection, new 
waste bins, and improved 
recreational facilities. 
Future projects will see 
sections from Guyana 

Institute (NAREI), 

have the guidance 
needed to succeed.

Private sector 
partners are also playing 
a key role, with the 
Georgetown Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(GCCI) lending support.

Similar initiatives 
are being rolled out in 
other communities, 
including Yarrowkabra, 
where another 50 homes 
will adopt the same 

model. For the women 
of Tiger Bay, the project 
represents a chance 
to contribute to the 
transformation of their 
neighborhood, cultivate 
skills, and take an active 
role in shaping the future 
of their community.

Stores to the seawall 
and from High Street 
to Charmichael Street 

revitalisation.
Minister of 

Mustapha highlighted 
the innovative approach, 
explaining that 
participants can invest 
just an hour a day, split 
between morning and 
afternoon, to supplement 
their income. He 
said the model is 

changing perceptions 
about agriculture 
and encouraging 
participation from 
women and young 
people. Technical 
support will be provided 

National Agricultural 
Research and Extension 

launched at the One 
Guyana Kitchen on Main 
Street in Georgetown, will 
see 30-by-20-foot shade 
houses established in the 
Tiger Bay, Kingston, and 
Cummingsburg areas 
over the coming months. 
Each shade house will be 
managed primarily by 
women, with a focus on 
single mothers, providing 
opportunities to earn 

President Dr. 
Mohamed Irfaan Ali got 
his hands dirty in Tiger 
Bay, literally, helping to 
build a shade house as 
part of a bold agriculture 
project aimed at putting 
money into the pockets 
of local residents while 
fostering community 
spirit and sustainable 
livelihoods.

The initiative, 

The wait is nearly 
over for wildlife 
enthusiasts in Guyana, 
as the Hyde Park 
Zoological and Tropical 
Garden in Land of 
Canaan, East Bank 
Demerara, prepares to 

on March 3, coinciding 
with World Wildlife Day. 
The facility promises 
to be a landmark 
attraction, showcasing 
Guyana’s commitment 
to conservation and 

sustainable tourism.
During a preliminary 

assessment of the 
facility, Minister of 
Tourism, Industry 
and Commerce Susan 
Rodrigues and Director 
of the Guyana Tourism 
Authority Kamrul 
Baksh emphasised the 

of Hyde Park. The site 
is being developed to 
international standards, 
allowing for responsible 
animal exchanges and 

conservation-focused 
breeding programmes 
aimed at protecting 
endangered species and 
supporting their long-
term survival in the wild.

Director of the 
Zoological and Tropical 
Garden, Sasha Lall, said 
preparations are in their 

“We are 
hoping to open on 
World Wildlife Day, 
especially because 
we want to bring in 
some of the foreign 
species the public 
has been waiting 

for,” she explained. Lall 
noted that while March 
3 remains the planned 
opening, a brief delay 
may occur depending on 
the arrival of the animals.

Hyde Park is 
closely aligned with 
Guyana’s Low Carbon 
Development Strategy 
(LCDS), which promotes 
forest preservation, non-
deforesting economic 
activities, tree replanting, 
and environmentally 
responsible practices to 
combat climate change. 
The project aims to set a new benchmark 

in wildlife tourism by 
combining expansive, 
free-roaming habitats 
with world-class animal 
care.

Minister Rodrigues 
reassured that a 
dedicated Product 
Development Team will 
work alongside the Hyde 

the visitor experience, 
ensuring the site becomes 

the country.
For visitors, Hyde 

than a chance to see 
animals. It provides an 
opportunity to witness 
conservation in action. 
By blending education, 
entertainment, and 
sustainability, the 
facility is expected to 
strengthen Guyana’s 
reputation as a leader 
in responsible tourism, 
inspiring both residents 
and international guests 
to appreciate and protect 
the country’s rich natural 
heritage.
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F
rom early arrivals at the Parliament 

Building to applause in the National 

Assembly, Budget Day 2026 unfolded as 

story. Finance Minister Dr. Ashni Singh 

presented a $1.558 trillion budget as 

government ministers and MPs rallied behind a 

vision centred on people, progress and national 

transformation.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.
Specials in Effect Thu. Feb.5th

until Wed .Feb.11th, 2026

Mystic
Power Blue Soap
250 g

Laurentide
Windshield Washer
-45c 3.78 L

Clorox
Original Bleach
1.27 L

Mr. Goudas
Hominy Corn
400 g

129
each

HTB
Spice Bun
4 oz

Grace Scotch Bonnet
Jerk Seasoning
284 g Past Best Before

Cedar
Whole Kernel Corn 
341 ml

Grace 
Parboiled Rice
2 kg

69¢
each

99¢ 499

499

each each

each269
each

99¢
each

Clover Leaf
Chunk Light Tuna
170 g

99¢
each

199
each

Hereford
Luncheon Meat
340 g

American Eagle
All Purpose White 
Flour  5 kg 599

each2/250Excelsior
Cream Crackers
225 g

299
each

Heinz
Hot & Spicy Ketchup
750 ml

Club Supreme
Ground 
Black Pepper 280 g2/

$5

Tropical Delight
Coconut Water
1 L

OKF
Aloe Drink
1.5 L each

Red Rain
Energy Drink
355 ml

Kraft BBQ Sauce
Original or 
Chicken/Rib 455 ml 199

Vaseline Blue Seal 
Original Petroleum 
Jelly  250 ml 399

each

each

each179

99¢
each229

Nutrament Energy

Nutrition Drink
325 ml 229

each

2/450
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Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$799

$199
lb

Fresh
Chicken Feet

Fresh Cassava

$699
lb as is

Fresh
Doctor Fish

$499
lb

Frozen Centre Cut
Beef Shank Steak

$599
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail 
Snappers

Fresh 
Mangrove Snappers

1/2-1 lb

$799
lb as is

Fresh
Snapper Fillet

lb as is
$799

Salted 
Beef Short Ribs

$599
lb

From

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

$6999
18 kg Box

Fresh Flamingo
Chicken Leg Quarters

299
lb

Fresh Jamaican

Pumpkins
Fresh Organic

Ginger

Equal 9.99

The Best Oxtail Money Can Buy
Cargill Young Steer Ox Tail

$599
lblb

Frozen Extra Lean
Square Cut

 Mutton Leg Meat

14885
15 Lb Box

199
lb 199

lb

Delicious Jamaican Dish

$899
lb

$899
lb

Salted
Cod Fish

Frozen
Gray Snapper

Steaks

Frozen Turkey 
Wings

$249
lb

$199
lb

Fresh
Beef Liver

299
lb

Fresh Caribbean

Avocado
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Although the 
restaurant has been 
operational since 
September 2025, Chin 

ribbon-cutting was 
intentionally delayed 

and to coincide with the 
availability of President 
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

“This investment 

Guyana and in 
what this country is 
becoming,” Chin said.

its signature churrasco 
dining experience, 
adding to Guyana’s 
growing portfolio of 
international brands and 
reinforcing its emergence 
as a competitive tourism 
destination.

As Guyana’s tourism 
numbers climb and 
visitor expectations 

of Texas de Brazil at 
MovieTowne highlights 
how the country’s 
hospitality sector is 

onto the global stage.
The internationally 

recognised Brazilian 
steakhouse franchise 
was formally welcomed 
to Guyana during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at the MovieTowne 
complex on the Rupert 
Craig Highway, marking 
another milestone in 
the country’s expanding 
tourism and lifestyle 
landscape.

Delivering the 
feature address, Minister 
of Tourism, Industry 
and Commerce, Susan 
Rodrigues, said the 
presence of a global 
brand such as Texas de 

Brazil sends a powerful 
signal that Guyana is now 
competing at the highest 
level of international 
tourism and investment.

“Today is evidence 
of that success. With 
an international 
brand like Texas 
de Brazil opening 
here in Guyana, 
we have arrived. 
Guyana has arrived,” 

Minister Rodrigues 
said, noting that the 

the country’s economic 
trajectory and growing 
appeal as a destination.

The minister 
emphasised that tourism 
is ultimately built on 
experience, and high-
quality dining plays a 
critical role in shaping 
how visitors remember 
a country. She said 
internationally branded 
restaurants complement 
Guyana’s rich culinary 
culture while helping to 
elevate service standards 
across the sector.

Guyana recorded 
more than 450,000 
visitor arrivals in 
2024, a historic 22 per 
cent increase over the 
previous year, with the 
Caribbean accounting 

for nearly one-third of 
those arrivals. According 
to Minister Rodrigues, 
today’s travellers are 
increasingly discerning, 
seeking quality, diversity 
and professionalism in 

services.
“Texas de 

Brazil and other 
international brands 
coming on stream 
are responding to 
that demand and 
helping to deepen 
and diversify our 
tourism product,” she 
said.

The minister 
also highlighted 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
investment in people, 
noting that more than 
8,000 Guyanese have 
received training in 
customer service, food 
safety and hospitality 

standards over the past 

a world-class tourism 
and hospitality institute 
is nearing completion, 
further strengthening 
service excellence 

nationwide.
Chairman of the 

Dachin Group of 
Companies, Derek Chin, 

of bringing Texas 
de Brazil to Guyana, 
describing it as the 
result of long-standing 
relationships, careful 

in the country’s 
future. He noted that 
discussions with the 
brand began years ago 
and led to successful 
operations elsewhere in 
the region before Guyana 
joined the franchise’s 
global network.
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communities, and 
abundance of water-
based activities, 
describing it as a growing 
hub for both leisure and 
sustainable tourism.

Prime Minister 
Phillips commended 
Baganara Resort’s 
owners for their foresight 
and investments, calling 
the conference cottages 
a “game-changing 
moment” for Guyana’s 
tourism sector. Minister 
of Tourism, Industry 
and Commerce, Susan 
Rodrigues, also attended 
the event.

The newly launched 
conference cottages 
at Baganara Resort 
in CuyuniMazaruni 

with Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 
Phillips emphasising 
their potential to boost 
employment, support 
local businesses, and 
position Guyana as a 
competitive destination 
for international 
conference tourism.

Speaking at the 
opening ceremony, 
the Prime Minister 
highlighted recent 
investments in resorts 

and hotels across 
Region Seven, noting 
that developments like 
Baganara’s conference 
cottages are transforming 
the tourism landscape. 
“The expansion 
represented by these 
conference cottages 
is a strategic and 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e 
investment. It will 
strengthen small 
conference tourism 
and, combined with 
other resorts and 
hotels in Bartica, 
has the potential to 
support conference 
tourism on a much 

larger scale,” he said.
Prime Minister 

Phillips underscored the 

of conference tourism, 
pointing out that the 

global business tourism 
sector generated an 
estimated USD $1.57 
trillion in 2025 and is 
expected to continue 
growing through 
2030. He stressed that 
attracting this category 
of visitors stimulates 
employment, promotes 
local business growth, 
and contributes to 
broader economic 
development.

He also highlighted 
the importance of 
continued investment in 
tourism infrastructure, 
training programmes 
for local personnel, and 

of Brand Guyana 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 
“Tourism must not 
be seen as simply 
travel or sightseeing. 
It is also about 
education, cultural 
understanding, and 
even health. It is 
about connection, 
learning, and 
business,” the Prime 
Minister said.

S p e a k i n g 
about the region’s 
potential, he praised 
C u y u n i M a z a r u n i ’ s 
rich heritage, scenic 
landscapes, welcoming 

BAGANARA RESORT EXPANDS TOURISM HORIZONS
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GUYANA and Belize have an 

increasingly important role to play 

in building a food-secure region, 

President, Dr Irfaan Ali has said. 

Climate change is severely af-

fecting coastlines, food systems and 

water security, and this is com-

pounded by the volatility in global 

markets which expose economies of 

small states to shocks beyond their 

control. 

Cognisant of this reality, Presi-

dent Ali, during his address to the 

Belizean National Assembly on 

Monday, said: “Food insecurity, 

driven by climate events and exter-

nal disruptions, places additional 

strain on vulnerable populations. 

That is why, Prime Minister, my 

dear friend, I agree with you that 

Belize and Guyana must lead in 

food security of this region,” he 

said, adding: “When we make this 

investment, human, financial and 

technological investment[s], the re-

gion must, in turn, have a fair trade 

system in which our produce and 

production is [sic] not subjected to 

the bureaucracy of the system or is 

not subjected to artificial barriers of 

trade that affect this region.” 

Dr Ali pointed out that for far 

too long, the region’s farmers and 

food systems have suffered from the 

lag in trade opportunities. 

“We must push back hard now 

to ensure that our food becomes the 

region’s food by a system that en-

courages and supports us,” he said. 

At a time when the interna-

tional environment itself is marked 

by heightened uncertainty and rapid 

change, he stressed that small states 

must reinforce the importance of 

stable institutions, predictable rules 

and co-operative approaches to 

global problem solving. 

“When international conditions 

become less predictable, small 

economies face higher costs, reduce 

market access and fewer opportuni-

ties for growth,” Dr Ali said, stress-

ing that the global realties must 

push small states to further partner-

ships, dialogue and collective en-

gagement to protect their interests 

and advance their aspirations in the 

global arena. 

“These realities compel us to 

ask a fundamental question: how 

can small states, facing existential 

threats and operating in a complex 

and demanding international envi-

ronment, secure their well-being 

and advance sustainable develop-

ment? I suggest that the answer 

does not lie in a single solution. It 

lies in a strategic set of mutually re-

inforcing approaches,” he said. 

The President pointed to 

Guyana and Belize as a strong ex-

ample of reinforcing collaboration 

with the exchange of ideas, technol-

ogy and systems to support stability. 

“When we trust each other, we 

transfer our localised technology to 

support the growth and develop-

ment of each other, we become 

stronger, more resilient and defi-

nitely more independent, and that is 

what we celebrate today through 

shared membership in regional or-

ganisations; small states find 

Fair system of trade necessary to support 
investments in food security

President Dr Irfaan Ali during his address to the Belizean National Assembly
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Excited young 
athletes in Berbice 
are on the verge of 
a game-changing 
opportunity. The 
Palmyra multipurpose 
facility, a state-of-the-
art stadium, is set to give 
them access to modern 
infrastructure, coaching, 
and exposure that 
previous generations 
could only dream of.

During a site visit, 
Minister within the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Youth and Sport, Steven 
Jacobs, highlighted the 
transformative potential 
of the facility for both 
sport and community 
development in Region 
Six. “Having a facility 
of this nature will 
be impactful, not 
only for Palmyra 
but for the entire 
country. When we 
were growing up, 
these facilities did 
not exist. Now, young 
people will have 
access to modern 
infrastructure that 
will elevate their 
skills, exposure, and 
opportunities,” he 

said.
Minister Jacobs 

explained that the 
Palmyra facility is 
part of a broader 
national strategy to 
build a sustainable 
sports ecosystem. This 
includes the Albion 
Cricket Academy, 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
coaching programmes, 
and structured career 
pathways for former 
athletes, allowing 
them to return to 
their communities as 
mentors and coaches. 
“We are building 
an ecosystem…
facilities, human 
resources, coaching, 
and development 

programmes—that 
will elevate our 
athletes. This is about 
the entire country,” 
Minister Jacobs noted.

The minister was 
joined by Region Six 
Chairman and Member 
of Parliament Zamal 
Hussain, technical 

and a distinguished 
lineup of national and 
international cricket 
icons, including former 
West Indies and Guyana 
players Devendra 
Bishoo, Veerasammy 
Permaul, Assad Fudadin, 
Jonathan Foo, and 
Sewnarine Chattergoon.

MP Hussain hailed 
the facility as historic, 

emphasising its dual role 
in sport and economic 
growth. “Berbice has 
produced some of the 
greatest cricketers 
this country has ever 
known. This stadium 
will mean so much for 
our people. It is not 
only about cricket. It 
is multi-purpose. It 
will support cycling, 
exercise, recreation, 
and generate massive 
economic activity,” 
he said. Hussain added 
that the venue will 

open opportunities for 
hosting CPL matches, 
international games, 
concerts, and other 

local businesses and 
boosting the wider 
Orange Economy.

Former West Indies 
leg-spinner Bishoo 
described the project as 
a turning point for young 
athletes. “Growing 
up, we never had 
anything like this. 
The youngsters are 

tremendously. This 
initiative will change 
the future for Berbice 
cricket,” he said. 
Former all-rounder 

Fudadin emphasised 
the long-term national 
impact, noting that 
revenue generation and 
opportunities from the 

stadium will open new 
doors for the community.

Minister Jacobs 
underscored the 
p e o p l e - c e n t e r e d 
approach behind the 
development. “Every 
facility we bring has 

jobs, businesses, 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for families, 
communities, and 
young people. This is 
about giving people a 
chance to earn, grow, 
and develop through 
sport and culture,” he 
said.

Scheduled for 
completion later this 
year, the Palmyra 
facility is expected to 
play a central role in 
transforming Berbice 
into a hub for sport, 
culture, commerce, 
and community 
life, complementing 
other major projects 
such as the Albion 
Cricket Academy, New 
Amsterdam synthetic 
track, a deep-water port, 
and the new Berbice 
Bridge.
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A quiet corner 
of Tiger Bay is now 
buzzing with energy. 
Once a simple parking 
space, the site at Queen 
and Hope Streets has 
been transformed into 

basketball court, giving 
local youth a safe and 
modern place to gather, 
play, and dream big.

The new facility was 
unveiled by President 
Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali, less than a year after 
the promise was made 
to the community. The 
project was funded by 
the government, with a 
generous contribution 
from businessman Harry 
Mattai, owner of Mattai’s 
Supermarket, who leased 

this purpose. By day, the 
area serves as a private 
car park; by evening, 

the court, allowing 
residents to enjoy 
sporting activities after 
work or school.

President Ali 
praised the residents 
of Tiger Bay for their 
continued partnership 
with the People’s 
Progressive Party/Civic 
(PPP/C) Government, 
underscoring the 
administration’s long-
term commitment 
to walking alongside 
communities across 
Guyana.

“We are 
partnering together 
for the next 5, 10, 
15, 20 years. We are 

on the journey of 
development. We 
are on the journey 
of unity. We’re 
on a journey of 
togetherness. We 
are building for 
all,” he said. “This is 
just the beginning 
of a beautiful 
transformation and 
path that we are 
taking.”

To the delight of 
onlookers, President Ali 
also joined a game of 

one-on-one basketball, 
showing that the court 
is not just symbolic 
but a space for shared 
community enjoyment.

The investment 
is part of a broader 
strategy to revitalise 

Tiger Bay, with historic 
areas earmarked 
for restoration and 
underutilised buildings 
converted into skills 
training centers. 
Minister of Labour and 
Manpower Planning, 

alongside the Ministry of 
Local Government and 
Regional Development 
to implement technical 
training programes, 
including the BIT 
initiative, directly in the 

community. These and 
related projects form 
part of a wider plan to 
transform Tiger Bay into 
a “neighbourhood of 
love”, a vision introduced 
by the president.

Minister within the 

Ministry of Culture, 
Youth and Sport, Steven 
Jacobs, noted that the 
court will also create 
opportunities for local 
vendors and residents 
to earn income during 
sporting events such 
as futsal tournaments. 
Local football players 
have committed to 

mentoring youth at the 
court, helping young 
residents develop skills 
and discipline.

Mr. Mattai said his 

support for President 
Ali’s “One Guyana” 
vision and his dedication 
to the people of Tiger 
Bay. 

�	���	���	�
����	�����

����		��
	
�

��	�	


�����	���	����������	�
���

after promise

after promise

after promise

after promise

after promise

after promise



EQUALITY NEWS 33THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5 2026
��������	
�����
��������������������������	
���������

24


�����������	�
���

�����
��	 �	���������

�����������

���	
���
�����������	
���

P



EQUALITY NEWS 34THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5 2026



EQUALITY NEWS 35THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5 2026



EQUALITY NEWS 36THURSDAY FEBRUARY 5 2026


