
PRESIDENT Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali has paid tribute to the resistance, re-

solve, and resilience of Guyana’s African ancestors in a message marking Eman-

cipation Day 2026, declaring that their contributions “are the very pillars upon 

which modern Guyana stands.” 

The President reflected on the horrors of the Transatlantic trade in captive 

Africans and the brutal system of slavery, describing it as “the most abominable 

system ever known to mankind.” Yet, he said, enslaved Africans never surrendered 

their dignity, humanity, or pursuit of freedom. 

President Ali noted that when emancipation 

finally came, the formerly enslaved did not meet 

their freedom with bitterness. Instead, they looked 

forward, determined to build a better future for 

generations to come. 

He said freed men and women pooled re-

sources to purchase land and establish villages that 

became, in his words, “the bedrock of resilience, 

the crucibles of culture, the seedbeds of nation-

hood.” Their achievements across multiple 

spheres: education that sharpened minds, entrepre-

neurship that built enterprises, agriculture that fed 

the nation, and mining that unearthed gold, bauxite 

and diamonds to fuel national progress. Their in-

fluence, he added, extended into sport, the arts, 

politics and the professions.

AFTER a five-month interruption, the extradition case involving Opposition 

Leader Azruddin Mohamed and his father, businessman Nazar Mohamed, is set 

to resume before the Georgetown Magistrates’ Court. 

The matter will return for hearings in early September following a Caribbean 

Court of Justice (CCJ) ruling that cleared the way for the proceedings to continue. 

Chief Magistrate Judy Latchman has scheduled the matter for September 3, 

4, 7, 8, 9 and 10 after the region’s highest court lifted the stay that had brought the 

proceedings to a halt in March while it considered the Mohameds’ legal challenge.
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By MIlan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The government of Ontario has commenced groundbreaking for a new emer-

gency department for Centenary Hospital at Scarborough Health Network.  

This is set to be the first phase in a major hospital redevelopment effort that 

will seek to enhance access to emergency services within one of the fastest-grow-

ing regions in the province. 

The Provincial authorities note that the new Northpine Emergency Depart-

ment will seek to enhance capacity, improve healthcare facilities and cut down wait 

times as the population of Scarborough keeps on growing.  

This will form part of the province’s efforts towards hospital infrastructure de-

velopment geared towards meeting rising demands in health services. 

As per the government, the redevelopment efforts will incorporate a bigger 

and more advanced emergency department that seeks to enhance patient experi-

ence, as well as facilities for healthcare professionals through updated treatment 

areas and equipment. It will contain additional spaces for treatment, immediate 

care cubicles, short-stay beds and specialized care areas. 

According to officials, the new program will bring about a new emergency 

care model whereby physicians can be able to see patients earlier in their visit, 

hence starting the assessment process much faster. Scarborough Health Network 

says that such an approach will help in improving patient flow and decreasing time 

spent by patients seeking emergency care. 

The new emergency department is part of the “Build It Forward” redevelop-

ment plan of Scarborough Health Network, which involves substantial investment 

in the hospitals’ facilities. This larger redevelopment initiative seeks to revamp 

aging infrastructures while at the same time increasing capacity in order to meet 

the demands of a growing and more diverse community. 

Scarborough Health Network runs three hospitals including Centenary, Gen-

eral and Birchmount that offer emergency care services, surgical services, specialty 

programs, and community-based healthcare services. 

However, representatives of the province argue that the emergency depart-

ments in the province of Ontario still see an increase in the number of patients due 

to growth in the community and higher demand for health services. The redevelop-

ment of the hospitals comes after the previous provincial investments made by the 

government in the hospitals of the Scarborough Health Network, including invest-

ments in new patient beds and expansion of major hospitals announced within re-

cent years. The officials from the government argue that those investments are 

made according to the long-term strategy of Ontario. 

The health authorities have been very positive about the start of construction 

of the development. This is because such redevelopment will ensure the provision 

of modern facilities for both the patients and staff members. 

The new emergency department is likely to come with state-of-the-art infec-

tion control mechanisms and advanced facilities for patients' treatment. This will 

enable the hospital to cope with 

increasing demands in an effec-

tive way. 

Construction is now under-

way, with planning continuing 

throughout the various phases of 

the redevelopment project. While 

officials have not announced a 

final completion date, the 

province says the new emer-

gency department represents an-

other step toward expanding 

access to high-quality health care 

for residents of Scarborough and 

the surrounding communities.

New Emergency Department 
being built at Centenary Hospital

Scarborough’s Centenary Hospital
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali with members of the MV Barima 
Commission of Inquiry following their swearing-in at State House. 

Nandlall, SC; Commissioners Dr Andrzej Jasionowski, Nyree Dawn 
Alfonso, Captain Hamada Fouda and Rear Admiral (Ret’d) Hayden 
Pritchard; President Ali; and Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 
Phillips. Chair of the Commission, Justice Godfrey Smith, was sworn 
in virtually.
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The sinking of the 
MV Barima triggered 

from the Trinidad and 

transforming the mission 

"Many divers are 
unable to see their 
hands in front of their 
face because of the 
mud and sediment 
on the seabed," he 

the safest method of 

Barima resting on the 

Joint services, volunteers and regional partners work together in the ongoing search 
and recovery mission 

from the Charity Command Centre 

Joint services, volunteers and regional partners work together in the ongoing 
search and recovery mission 

Command Centre 

Command Centre 

Command Centre 
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to the MV Barima 

the darkest maritime 

MV Barima transformed 
into a moment of 

Messages of 

organisations and 

its readiness to assist 

the UK and the EU 
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the immediate aftermath 

is not intended as 

a demonstration of the 
“We are working 

storage and 

families.  

Centre 

Centre 

Honouring the victims of the MV Barima tragedy 

Honouring the victims of the MV Barima tragedy 

in from across the Caribbean and beyond 
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administered the 

mandate designed to 

assessing whether the 

determining whether 

seaworthiness and 

arrangements and the 

noted that the Terms 

the highest standards 

determine its own 

the MV Barima disaster 

strongest news at the 

Presidential Commission of Inquiry (COI)

Mohamed and his 
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CCJ rules in government's favour against Mohamed
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