
PRESIDENT Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali has paid tribute to the resistance, re-

solve, and resilience of Guyana’s African ancestors in a message marking Eman-

cipation Day 2026, declaring that their contributions “are the very pillars upon 

which modern Guyana stands.” 

The President reflected on the horrors of the Transatlantic trade in captive 

Africans and the brutal system of slavery, describing it as “the most abominable 

system ever known to mankind.” Yet, he said, enslaved Africans never surrendered 

their dignity, humanity, or pursuit of freedom. 

President Ali noted that when emancipation 

finally came, the formerly enslaved did not meet 

their freedom with bitterness. Instead, they looked 

forward, determined to build a better future for 

generations to come. 

He said freed men and women pooled re-

sources to purchase land and establish villages that 

became, in his words, “the bedrock of resilience, 

the crucibles of culture, the seedbeds of nation-

hood.” Their achievements across multiple 

spheres: education that sharpened minds, entrepre-

neurship that built enterprises, agriculture that fed 

the nation, and mining that unearthed gold, bauxite 

and diamonds to fuel national progress. Their in-

fluence, he added, extended into sport, the arts, 

politics and the professions.

AFTER a five-month interruption, the extradition case involving Opposition 

Leader Azruddin Mohamed and his father, businessman Nazar Mohamed, is set 

to resume before the Georgetown Magistrates’ Court. 

The matter will return for hearings in early September following a Caribbean 

Court of Justice (CCJ) ruling that cleared the way for the proceedings to continue. 

Chief Magistrate Judy Latchman has scheduled the matter for September 3, 

4, 7, 8, 9 and 10 after the region’s highest court lifted the stay that had brought the 

proceedings to a halt in March while it considered the Mohameds’ legal challenge.
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By MIlan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The government of Ontario has commenced groundbreaking for a new emer-

gency department for Centenary Hospital at Scarborough Health Network.  

This is set to be the first phase in a major hospital redevelopment effort that 

will seek to enhance access to emergency services within one of the fastest-grow-

ing regions in the province. 

The Provincial authorities note that the new Northpine Emergency Depart-

ment will seek to enhance capacity, improve healthcare facilities and cut down wait 

times as the population of Scarborough keeps on growing.  

This will form part of the province’s efforts towards hospital infrastructure de-

velopment geared towards meeting rising demands in health services. 

As per the government, the redevelopment efforts will incorporate a bigger 

and more advanced emergency department that seeks to enhance patient experi-

ence, as well as facilities for healthcare professionals through updated treatment 

areas and equipment. It will contain additional spaces for treatment, immediate 

care cubicles, short-stay beds and specialized care areas. 

According to officials, the new program will bring about a new emergency 

care model whereby physicians can be able to see patients earlier in their visit, 

hence starting the assessment process much faster. Scarborough Health Network 

says that such an approach will help in improving patient flow and decreasing time 

spent by patients seeking emergency care. 

The new emergency department is part of the “Build It Forward” redevelop-

ment plan of Scarborough Health Network, which involves substantial investment 

in the hospitals’ facilities. This larger redevelopment initiative seeks to revamp 

aging infrastructures while at the same time increasing capacity in order to meet 

the demands of a growing and more diverse community. 

Scarborough Health Network runs three hospitals including Centenary, Gen-

eral and Birchmount that offer emergency care services, surgical services, specialty 

programs, and community-based healthcare services. 

However, representatives of the province argue that the emergency depart-

ments in the province of Ontario still see an increase in the number of patients due 

to growth in the community and higher demand for health services. The redevelop-

ment of the hospitals comes after the previous provincial investments made by the 

government in the hospitals of the Scarborough Health Network, including invest-

ments in new patient beds and expansion of major hospitals announced within re-

cent years. The officials from the government argue that those investments are 

made according to the long-term strategy of Ontario. 

The health authorities have been very positive about the start of construction 

of the development. This is because such redevelopment will ensure the provision 

of modern facilities for both the patients and staff members. 

The new emergency department is likely to come with state-of-the-art infec-

tion control mechanisms and advanced facilities for patients' treatment. This will 

enable the hospital to cope with 

increasing demands in an effec-

tive way. 

Construction is now under-

way, with planning continuing 

throughout the various phases of 

the redevelopment project. While 

officials have not announced a 

final completion date, the 

province says the new emer-

gency department represents an-

other step toward expanding 

access to high-quality health care 

for residents of Scarborough and 

the surrounding communities.

New Emergency Department 
being built at Centenary Hospital

Scarborough’s Centenary Hospital
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali with members of the MV Barima 
Commission of Inquiry following their swearing-in at State House. 

Nandlall, SC; Commissioners Dr Andrzej Jasionowski, Nyree Dawn 
Alfonso, Captain Hamada Fouda and Rear Admiral (Ret’d) Hayden 
Pritchard; President Ali; and Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 
Phillips. Chair of the Commission, Justice Godfrey Smith, was sworn 
in virtually.
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The sinking of the 
MV Barima triggered 

from the Trinidad and 

transforming the mission 

"Many divers are 
unable to see their 
hands in front of their 
face because of the 
mud and sediment 
on the seabed," he 

the safest method of 

Barima resting on the 

Joint services, volunteers and regional partners work together in the ongoing search 
and recovery mission 

from the Charity Command Centre 

Joint services, volunteers and regional partners work together in the ongoing 
search and recovery mission 

Command Centre 

Command Centre 

Command Centre 
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to the MV Barima 

the darkest maritime 

MV Barima transformed 
into a moment of 

Messages of 

organisations and 

its readiness to assist 

the UK and the EU 
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the immediate aftermath 

is not intended as 

a demonstration of the 
“We are working 

storage and 

families.  

Centre 

Centre 

Honouring the victims of the MV Barima tragedy 

Honouring the victims of the MV Barima tragedy 

in from across the Caribbean and beyond 
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administered the 

mandate designed to 

assessing whether the 

determining whether 

seaworthiness and 

arrangements and the 

noted that the Terms 

the highest standards 

determine its own 

the MV Barima disaster 

strongest news at the 

Presidential Commission of Inquiry (COI)

Mohamed and his 
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Nyree Dawn Alfonso.

Rear Admiral (Ret’d) 
Hayden Pritchard of 
Trinidad and Tobago- 
Expert in Maritime 
Operations & Security.

and marine engineer 

Dr Jasionowski 

Joining him is 
work for maritime 

organisations in matters 

Laws degree from the 

Captain Hamada Fouda 
- Senior Maritime 
Surveyor & Compliance 
Auditor, Maritime 
Authority of Jamaica.

Dr. Andrzej Jasionowski 
of Poland- Naval 
Architect $ Marine 
Engineer.

Godfrey Smith former 
Belizean Justice of 

member COI.
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Senior Minister in the 
toward its target of 
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arrangements for the 

Bridge and the Gas-

Dr Singh noted that 

remains among the most 

addresses one of the 

"This bill seeks 
to establish a 

development bank 
that will provide 
loans... up to $3 
million, free of 
interest and free of 
collateral," Dr Singh 

sinking of the MV 

worst maritime 

determining what 

"The people of 
Guyana deserve 
answers. Families 
deserve answers. 
History demands 
answers," the 

in maritime 

disaster management 

"The truth must 
be established. 
The lessons must 
be learned. The 
reforms must be 
implemented. And 
where failures, 
negligence or 
w r o n g d o i n g 

accountability must 
follow,"

 "shall 
not rest until every 

been exhausted" 

"In the face 
of this heart-
wrenching tragedy, 
our response must 
be greater unity, not 
greater division," he 

Prime Minister 
Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 
Phillips providing the 
chronological account 
of the Government’s 
response following the 
MV Barima tragedy.

Senior Minister in the 

with Responsibility for 
Finance, Dr Ashni Singh.

Minister of Public 
Service, Government 

Ally.
Minister of Agriculture, 
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The framework 

are intended to 

A Future 
Powered by Local 

Enterprise

transforming an idea 

Beyond Financing

designed to strengthen 

Building 
Trust Through 
Accountability

The dream of owning 

framework for the 

Senior Minister in the 

“Small and 
m e d i u m - s i z e d 
businesses have 
been the lifeblood 
of the Guyanese 
economy since time 
immemorial,” he 

Turning Ideas 
into Enterprises

Expanding Access 
to Opportunity

on a wider series of 
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President Dr Irfaan 
Ali signs the Guyana 
Development Bank Act

of Linden during an outreach about the Guyana 
Development Bank

The GDB is designed to help entrepreneurs grow 
sustainable enterprises  

The GDB is designed to help entrepreneurs grow 
sustainable enterprises
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and Nine are set to 

Barima

the framework for that 

darkest tragedies in 

“The Government 
remains fully 
committed to 
providing sustained 

psychological and 
emotional support to 
the families of those 
who perished and to 
those who survived,” 

“ O u r 
responsibility to 

these families does 
not end with the 
recovery operation. 
It will continue for as 
long as necessary.”

of the MV Barima as a 
shaken 

our Republic to its 
very foundations,” 
noting that no words 

Jump Start radio 

residents that maritime 

MV Barima
The MV Ma Lisha 

are transferred to 

was designed to maintain 

network in the wake of 
the MV Barima

arrangements are now 

MV Barima

registration and 

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT ACTIVATED, TOUGHER FERRY 

OVERSIGHT BEGINS AFTER MV BARIMA DISASTER

The MA Lisha remains in operation

Thirty-one village leaders receive $30M maintenance 
contract 

Thirty-one village leaders receive $30M maintenance 
contract 

Some of the rescued passengers and crew

Some of the rescued passengers and crew
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“I know nothing 
can replace a life, 
but if we could help 

their loved one, then 
everything we went 
through was worth 
it

and answer when their ones strengthened 

determination to 

“I am sure if I had 
a chance to continue 
I would have found 
others,” Deonarine 

A duty to help

“It was tough, it 

to make it because I 
need to save lives,” 

With more than 

“Helping is a 
grateful thing, and 
God blessed the way 
we could help. From 
day one until now, 
I continue to help 
because that’s what 
we have to do

towards the area where 

and agreed that the 

and a determination to 

When the MV 

‘Every second 
mattered’

When news of the 

Local knowledge, 
national response

mariners demonstrated 

Haresh Singh

Deonarine Singh

Praimlall Singh- 
Fisherman

Randolph Ammon-Boat 
operator
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emerging from the 

remain engaged with 

Conference 2026 

Conference 2026 

the National Toshaos Council Conference 2026 

the National Toshaos Council Conference 2026 

the National Toshaos Council Conference 2026 

the National Toshaos Council Conference 2026 

Conference 2026 
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GUYANESE CELEBRATE FREE

P
resident Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali joined hundreds of Guyanese at the National Park  for the annual Emancipation Day 

celebrations, a vibrant showcase of African heritage, culture and resilience. 

 

The President interacted with families, performers, artisans and exhibitors as patrons gathered to celebrate the enduring 

legacy of emancipation through music, dance, fashion, food and cultural displays. Minister within the Ministry of Culture, 

Youth and Sport, Steven Jacobs, also participated in the observances. 

 

In his Emancipation Day message, President Ali urged Guyanese to honour the sacrifices of their African ancestors by 

recommitting to unity, equality and shared prosperity. He called on citizens to continue building a nation grounded in 

mutual respect, peace and opportunity for all. 

 

The celebration transformed the National Park into a colourful expression of culture and identity, bringing together 

generations of Guyanese in tribute to the struggles, achievements and contributions of African-Guyanese to the nation's 

development.
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M, HERITAGE AND PROGRESS
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THE success of the newly passed 

Guyana Development Bank legislation 

should not be measured by the amount of 

money the institution lends, but by the jobs 

it creates, the businesses it helps to thrive 

and the opportunities it generates for 

Guyanese across the country, Minister of 

Public Service, Government Efficiency and 

Implementation Zulfikar Ally has said. 

Ally made this known while deliver-

ing remarks recently, during which he ar-

gued that the institution’s true value would 

lie in its impact on people’s lives and its 

ability to broaden participation in the coun-

try’s rapidly expanding economy. 

“The Guyana Development Bank 

should not be judged only by how much 

money it disburses,” Ally said. “It is impor-

tant to consider the impact of those dis-

bursements that it will produce.” 

According to the minister, those out-

comes should include the number of jobs 

created, the extent to which financing 

reaches businesses operating outside the 

traditional coastal communities and how 

many enterprises remain successful after 

receiving support. 

He said the legislation comes at a crit-

ical time for Guyana, noting that the coun-

try is experiencing unprecedented 

economic growth fuelled by major invest-

ments, infrastructural development and the 

emergence of new industries. 

However, he cautioned that a financ-

ing gap still exists, one that could prevent 

many Guyanese from participating fully in 

the country’s economic transformation. 

“Guyana has the physical space. It 

has the infrastructure agenda. It has rising 

household income. It has tens of thousands 

of newly registered businesses. It has an 

emerging entrepreneurial class, but it also 

has a financing gap that, if left unresolved, 

will limit who participates in the country’s 

transformation,” Ally said. 

He explained that the development 

bank is intended to close that gap by pro-

viding access to financing for groups that 

have traditionally faced challenges secur-

ing capital, including first-time borrowers, 

women entrepreneurs, young people, rural 

producers and residents of hinterland com-

munities. 

The minister also said the institution 

would create opportunities for persons with 

disabilities seeking to establish businesses, 

farmers looking to invest in agro-process-

ing ventures, single mothers hoping to ex-

pand their enterprises and families striving 

to build businesses of their own. 

Framing the legislation as more than 

the creation of another financial institution, 

Ally said the government was establishing 

a disciplined and accountable develop-

ment-finance platform capable of support-

ing enterprise development while 

promoting shared prosperity. 

He said that since taking office in 

2020, the People’s Progressive Party/Civic 

(PPP/C) administration has overseen one of 

the most significant periods of economic 

expansion in Guyana’s history through pru-

dent financial management and sustained 

investment in social sectors. 

As the economy continues to grow, he 

said, the government has a responsibility to 

ensure that growth is inclusive and trans-

lates into improved livelihoods, expanded 

opportunities and wealth creation across all 

communities. 

“The purpose of this Bill is not sim-

ply to create a bank,” Ally told the House. 

“It is to create a disciplined, accountable 

development-finance platform that allows 

Guyanese enterprises to participate in the 

next stage of national growth.” 

He added that if properly governed 

and rigorously managed, the development 

bank would finance not only businesses, 

but also strengthen what he described as 

“the social contract of shared prosperity” 

by ensuring that more Guyanese benefit 

from the country’s economic progress.

Development bank’s success must be meas-
ured by jobs and opportunities, not loans

Minister of Public Service Zulfikar Ally
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GUYANA is exploring opportuni-

ties to strengthen international cooper-

ation on biodiversity conservation 

through potential engagement with the 

International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), 

following discussions between 

Guyana’s High Commissioner to India, 

Dharamkumar Seeraj, and the alliance’s 

Director General, Shri S.P. Yadav. 

The discussions took place during 

a courtesy visit by Yadav to the Guyana 

High Commission in New Delhi, where 

High Commissioner Seeraj was accom-

panied by Counsellor Mrs Ronalda Ed-

wards-Horatio. 

The meeting focused on Guyana’s 

possible involvement in the IBCA and 

areas for closer collaboration in wildlife 

and biodiversity conservation. 

The IBCA is a flagship global ini-

tiative of the Government of India that 

brings together countries within the nat-

ural ranges of the world’s seven big cat 

species — the lion, tiger, leopard, snow 

leopard, cheetah, jaguar and puma. The 

alliance seeks to advance conservation 

through international cooperation, 

knowledge sharing, capacity building 

and mutual support. 

During the engagement, High 

Commissioner Seeraj highlighted 

Guyana’s Global Biodiversity Alliance, 

noting that the two initiatives share a 

common vision and have complemen-

tary objectives aimed at encouraging 

collective action to protect the world’s 

natural heritage. 

He underscored Guyana’s position 

that sustainable development and envi-

ronmental conservation are mutually 

reinforcing, with effective conservation 

measures contributing to stronger 

ecosystems, improved livelihoods, 

greater resilience and global efforts to 

address climate change and biodiversity 

loss. 

Guyana, which is home to exten-

sive forests and a wide range of 

wildlife, has continued to promote in-

ternational cooperation as part of its 

broader environmental and sustainable 

development agenda. 

The meeting reaffirmed the impor-

tance of global partnerships in safe-

guarding biodiversity and advancing a 

more sustainable and resilient future.

Guyana, India talk biodiversity
Guyana’s High Commissioner to India, Dharamkumar Seeraj (l)
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the United Nations 

She said the 

for United Nations 

UN 
Insider

demonstrating that 

engagement to 

“Together, we 

a country where 
safety is everyone’s 
priority

nationwide “Putting 
Safety First in the 
Construction Sector

.

The minister 

that maintaining a safe 

“Safety is 
e v e r y b o d y ’ s 
business

aimed at strengthening 

Minister of Labour and Manpower Planning, Keoma 

Participants at the seminar

remains one of the 
fastest-growing in the 

“highly favourable.”
The assessment 

organisations and other 

framework for 

Ambassador Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett

The One Guyana  FPSO
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Engineering and 

“The Caribbean 
must modernise 
its grids, the 
Caribbean must 
procure smarter, 
and the Caribbean 
must build systems 
that can withstand 
shocks while 
supporting growth,” 

transformation agenda 

and greater integration 

megawatts of new 
noting that stronger 

the right to host the 

transformation into 
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strong showing was 

Guyana’s Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett.

The CARILEC Engineering and Procurement 
Conference 2026 

Guyanese athlete Tianna Springer securing a gold 
medal at the CARIFTA Games in Grenada.

The Bayroc National Stadium.

Team Guyana at the 53rd CARIFTA Games held in 
Grenada.

The CARILEC Engineering and Procurement 
Conference 2026 
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“It’s something 
new. As I said, it’s still 
a work in progress, 
but I know with the 
commitment of our 
government and 
Toshaos in the South 
Rupununi, we will 
make this company 
work

works were often 

with the formation 

Living 
the Good News 
in Communities” 

“Our thoughts 

in the MV Barima 

and prayers remain 
with every family 
whose life has been 
forever changed by 
this tragedy,”

noted that moments of 

together and remind 
“For generations, 

Christian women 
have helped to shape 
the moral life of 
our communities. 
They have nurtured 
families, taught 
children the values 
that sustain strong 
societies, cared 
for the elderly, 
encouraged young 
people and extended 
compassion to 
neighbours in need,” 

when demonstrated 
“Every woman 

who encourages 
another woman 
strengthens an 
individual, a family 
and, ultimately, the 
wider society,” he 

“That work 
depends upon 
people, values and 
individuals who are 
prepared to care for 
others, especially 
when those persons 
are at their most 
vulnerable

generations of women 

“We are talking 
about how they 
can organise 
themselves into 
such a construction 
company where 
they can have some 
income coming 
in, build their 
capacity in terms 
of construction 
and also have jobs 
provided for our 
Indigenous brothers 
and sisters back 
home,”

a shift towards 

“We notice that 
contracts were 
being done in our 
communities by 
persons who might 
not be so familiar 
with the community 
itself in terms of 
resources. So, we 
were thinking, how 
can we actually 
control some of 
these contracts, 
provide jobs for our 
people and have 
income coming into 
our communities?” 
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The 42nd General Conference of the Caribbean Baptist 
Women’s Union 

The 42nd General Conference of the Caribbean Baptist 
Women’s Union 

The 42nd General Conference of the Caribbean Baptist Women’s Union 

Development Inc Nicholas Fredericks.
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as the players and 

Guyana for the 
League

“The MV Barima 
tragedy has deeply 

in Guyana, as well 

Warriors edge the San 

Warriors lift GSL trophy

and modernisation 

The two entities 

The areas targeted 
a framework for 

Inc 

��������������	����������
�����	���
������
������
����
�����

Tree

“At this time 
when grief drapes 
our nation, we need 
more than ever his 
words to steady 
us, to console us, to 
remind us that even 
in loss, there is the 
promise of renewal,” 

Born in Trinidad 

a 
poet of rare grace, a 
scribe of eloquence, 
and a keeper of 

him as “the Caribbean 
” and a 

“Antigua’s blood 
ran in his veins, 
Trinidad cradled his 

claimed the fullness 
of his years, and the 
West Indies claimed 
his soul,” 

The Hummingbird 

President Dr Irfaan Ali joined the nation in mourning 
the loss of Dr McDonald.
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waiting for the 

fastest-growing areas of 

Region Four: 
Meeting the Greatest 

Demand

are ongoing regarding 

Region Six on 
Track to Clear Its 

Backlog

addressed within the 

Expanding 
Opportunities Along 
the Essequibo Coast

“We have to buy 
private lands, and 
I want people to 
understand this,” 

In 
Region Two, the 
government will 
now have to acquire 
private lands to clear 
the backlog and also 
to cater for future 
demand.”

remain within 

Region Three 
Emerging as a Major 

Housing Hub

“While this seems 
an adequate number 
to clear the Region 
Three backlog, 
we will have to 
also invest more 
in Region Three, 
where there is land 
available to help to 
clear the Region Four 
backlog

“The amount of 
land being acquired 
in Region Four 
currently can only 
clear 50 per cent of 
this backlog by the 
end of 2027,” the 

To address the 

Designed as a modern 

An housing scheme being developed along the East 
Coast Demerara

Housing schemes are being established around the 
regions

New roads, new communities taking shape as housing 
drive expands 

One of the housing schemes in Region Six

New roads, new communities taking shape as housing 
drive expands 
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said the restoration of 

“ T h e 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
for collaboration 
between Guyana and 
Colombia are many, 
and our Government 
remains committed 
to strengthening this 
relationship

engagement within the 

of Understanding 

aims to strengthen 

another agreement 
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“We will train 
and hire new people 
under this project 
because, to achieve 

what we intend to do, 
we currently do not 
have all the human 
resources that are 
required,” Minister 

“This technical 
component that 
we will be working 
on with PAHO 
is extremely 
important,” the 

The signing 

PM Phillips highlights expanding Guyana-Colombia 
partnership at 216th Independence Anniversary

Community patrols get a mobility upgrade

Community patrols get a mobility upgrade 

Guyana strengthens pandemic preparedness through 
$1.78M One Health Project 

Guyana strengthens pandemic preparedness through 
$1.78M One Health Project 
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More than 300 

administrators and 

aimed at strengthening 

“Strengthening Sport 
in Guyana Through 
Education.”

The Minister 

“Today doesn’t 
end our journey 
with you. We’re 
only just beginning. 
This is the start,” 

train with the renowned 

Minister said the 

Minister within the 

She said the new 

noting that the seminar 

Minister of Culture, 
Youth and Sport Charles 
Ramson

Athletes and sports professionals at the seminar 

65 students complete entrepreneurship programme, 
receive support to launch businesses 

Residents raise drainage, garbage concerns 
during Minister Priya Manickchand's Yarrow Dam 
walkthrough 
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Yarrow Dam and 

residents and assess 

She said interim 

“You will see 
changes. That’s 
changing before 
this week is out,” the 

rodents and disease-

To address the 
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The Ministry of Housing is one step closer to relocating to its new headquarters at Plantation Houston, 

East Bank Demerara. Minister Collin Croal and Minister within the Ministry Vanessa Benn recently toured 

A NEW HOME FOR HOUSING
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PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has 

rolled out an ambitious, nationwide vil-

lage development programme built 

around four pillars: connectivity, com-

munity, commerce and care, that will 

touch every village in Guyana. 

Addressing the beginning of the 

public consultations on this “Model Vil-

lage initiative” in Leonora on the West 

Coast Demerara on Monday, Dr Ali told 

residents that national prosperity must 

translate into “community prosperity,” 

and warned that rapid growth must not 

turn villages into mere “dormitories” 

where people only sleep. 

“If development does not reach the 

level of the village, then development 

has not fully reached the people,” Dr Ali 

said, adding: “We are launching a pro-

gramme that would eventually touch 

every single village in our country.” 

Citing the 2022 national census, the 

President noted that almost three out of 

every four Guyanese still reside in vil-

lages, even with the increase in the num-

ber of towns. 

He described the coastland as “es-

sentially a ribbon of villages, stretching 

from Crabwood Creek to Charity,” argu-

ing that any serious development strat-

egy must start where most people 

actually live. 

Consultations continued throughout 

Monday at Zeelugt, Goed Fortuin, Par-

fait Harmonie and Tuschen, before con-

cluding at the Pouderoyen Market. 

The exercise moves to Region Four 

today, with sessions scheduled for 

Kaneville, Grove and Diamond along 

the East Bank of Demerara. 

Dr Ali stressed that residents, not 

the government alone, must drive the de-

sign of their villages, since they under-

stand local needs best. 

“We are not here simply to tell you 

what the village should look like. We are 

here to listen, because the people who 

live in the village know that village bet-

ter than anyone else,” he said, adding: 

“You know where the roads are needed. 

You know where the drainage problems 

are. You know where the children play. 

You know where the businesses are. You 

know where the heavy machinery cre-

ates problems. You know where lighting 

is needed. You know where the play-

ground should be. You know where serv-

ices are missing. You know what makes 

your village special.” 

While the government will improve 

infrastructure, services and the policy 

environment, the President said villages 

should be seen as an “ecosystem” that 

produces food, skills, businesses, arti-

sans and community leaders, not simply 

a cluster of houses. 

He described the village as the his-

toric cradle of the nation, where schools, 

churches, mosques, temples, farms and 

workshops were first built, and where ar-

tisans once passed their skills from gen-

eration to generation. 

Laying out his vision for a model 

village, Dr Ali explained that such a 

community is not defined merely by 

paved roads or streetlights, but by a 

place where people can live well, work, 

learn, raise families, worship, build busi-

nesses, access services and feel a strong 

sense of belonging. 

“It should be physically sound, so-

cially connected, economically produc-

tive, environmentally attractive and safe. 

And importantly, it should retain its own 

character,” he said, noting: “We do not 

want to erase the character of our com-

munities. We want to develop villages 

that are well planned while preserving 

what makes each village unique.” 

On connectivity, the President said 

the focus will be on proper roads, 

bridges, culverts, reliable drainage, 

street lighting, pedestrian crossings, 

parking, and designated areas for heavy-

duty machinery, while ensuring residents 

are efficiently linked to schools, work-

places, markets and services. 

He said the key questions are 

whether children can get to school 

safely, whether farmers can transport 

produce to market, whether emergency 

services can respond quickly, and 

whether businesses can operate effi-

ciently. 

On the community front, Dr Ali 

said the aim is to rebuild the social fabric 

so that villages become more than a col-

lection of houses, while on commerce, 

he argued that villages cannot thrive if 

residents must leave daily to find eco-

nomic opportunity elsewhere. 

Instead, the government wants to 

make villages economically self-sustain-

ing, with space for agriculture, markets, 

shops, workshops, light manufacturing, 

digital businesses and other forms of en-

trepreneurship. 

The final pillar, care, speaks to the 

quality, dignity and well-being of resi-

dents, Dr Ali said, including access to 

education, health services, safety and se-

curity, and inclusion of persons with dis-

abilities. 

It also covers stewardship of the 

physical environment, such as proper 

waste management, clean drains, main-

tained bridges, green spaces and trees. 

“The village must be a place of care 

and concern, a place of cradling the fu-

ture,” he said, noting: “Care must be-

come a community value. We must 

develop a culture in which people say, 

‘This is my village, and I have a respon-

sibility for how it looks and how people 

live in it.’

‘National prosperity must translate into 
community prosperity’: President Ali

President Irfaan Ali
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