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Ali: African ancestors’ resilience built
the pillars of modern Guyana

PRESIDENT Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali has paid tribute to the resistance, re-
solve, and resilience of Guyana’s African ancestors in a message marking Eman-
cipation Day 2026, declaring that their contributions “are the very pillars upon
which modern Guyana stands.”

The President reflected on the horrors of the Transatlantic trade in captive
Africans and the brutal system of slavery, describing it as “the most abominable
system ever known to mankind.” Yet, he said, enslaved Africans never surrendered
their dignity, humanity, or pursuit of freedom.

President Ali noted that when emancipation
finally came, the formerly enslaved did not meet
their freedom with bitterness. Instead, they looked
forward, determined to build a better future for

Sp—

Chief Magist;ate sets Mohameds’
extradition case for September

AFTER a five-month interruption, the extradition case involving Opposition
Leader Azruddin Mohamed and his father, businessman Nazar Mohamed, is set
to resume before the Georgetown Magistrates’ Court.

The matter will return for hearings in early September following a Caribbean
Court of Justice (CCJ) ruling that cleared the way for the proceedings to continue.

Chief Magistrate Judy Latchman has scheduled the matter for September 3,
4,7,8,9 and 10 after the region’s highest court lifted the stay that had brought the
proceedings to a halt in March while it considered the Mohameds’ legal challenge.

L.R. IMMIGRATION CONSULTING INC.

III Manulife weas

— \;-;_'\',:i:,'|||;_' na AL —

family class, supervise, TRPs

Lisa Ramkissoon, RCIC venberoficoRC
10584 Albion Rd.; Etobicoke ON

416-749-5559 I

have $100K or more in
investable assets
isa.rahamat@manulifewealth.ca
See our ad on Page 2

» Express entr ;

'w‘;k permit{,LMlA Isa M. Rahamat geneﬁgoslzlsictlof(r:eogclle'rnen and women pooled re-
::::;’;;t;rr;":;;':igﬁ:ggee Financial Advisor sources tc? purchase land and establish Villaggs that
« Deportation & Detention 905-605-7400 x 110 became,'ln his words, “the bedrock of res1hepce,
« Lok ol Residance Shatire 416-346-8883 the crumbles. of cul‘Fure, the seedbeds of nation-
« Misrepresentations Batin tounh for o fias hood.” Their ‘ achievements across multiple
« Sponsorships, Spousal & portfolio review if you spheres: education that sharpened minds, entrepre-

neurship that built enterprises, agriculture that fed
the nation, and mining that unearthed gold, bauxite
and diamonds to fuel national progress. Their in-
fluence, he added, extended into sport, the arts,
politics and the professions.
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Is your long-term plan
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Life is full of surprises, but with the right preparation, you can
approach each moment with confidence. Our mission is to craft
personalized strategies that are designed to evolve with you,

aiming to help your plans stay aligned with your goals. N ew E me rge n Cy D e p a I‘tm e nt

Get in touch to explore personalized plans tailored

to your individual needs. being built at Centenary HOSpital

Scarborough’s Centenary Hospital

Isa M. Rahamat
Financial Advisor By Mllan Maharaj

| 905-605-7400 ext.110 LJIREPORTER

| 416-346-8883
isa.rahamat@manulifewealth.ca The government of Ontario has commenced groundbreaking for a new emer-
5451 Highway 7, Suite 206 gency department for Centenary Hospital at Scarborough Health Network.
Woodbridge, On L4L 0B2 This is set to be the first phase in a major hospital redevelopment effort that

will seek to enhance access to emergency services within one of the fastest-grow-
Get in touch for a free portfolio review if you have $100K or more in investable assets. With ll’lg regions in the province.

25 years of experience advising clients, we're here to help. . o .
i B S The Provincial authorities note that the new Northpine Emergency Depart-

ment will seek to enhance capacity, improve healthcare facilities and cut down wait
times as the population of Scarborough keeps on growing.

. This will form part of the province’s efforts towards hospital infrastructure de-
" l Manuhfe velopment geared towards meeting rising demands in health services.
Wealth As per the government, the redevelopment efforts will incorporate a bigger
and more advanced emergency department that seeks to enhance patient experi-
ence, as well as facilities for healthcare professionals through updated treatment
areas and equipment. It will contain additional spaces for treatment, immediate
care cubicles, short-stay beds and specialized care areas.

According to officials, the new program will bring about a new emergency
care model whereby physicians can be able to see patients earlier in their visit,
hence starting the assessment process much faster. Scarborough Health Network
says that such an approach will help in improving patient flow and decreasing time
spent by patients seeking emergency care.

The new emergency department is part of the “Build It Forward” redevelop-
ment plan of Scarborough Health Network, which involves substantial investment
in the hospitals’ facilities. This larger redevelopment initiative seeks to revamp
aging infrastructures while at the same time increasing capacity in order to meet
the demands of a growing and more diverse community.

Scarborough Health Network runs three hospitals including Centenary, Gen-
eral and Birchmount that offer emergency care services, surgical services, specialty
programs, and community-based healthcare services.

However, representatives of the province argue that the emergency depart-
ments in the province of Ontario still see an increase in the number of patients due
to growth in the community and higher demand for health services. The redevelop-
ment of the hospitals comes after the previous provincial investments made by the
government in the hospitals of the Scarborough Health Network, including invest-
ments in new patient beds and expansion of major hospitals announced within re-
cent years. The officials from the government argue that those investments are
made according to the long-term strategy of Ontario.

The health authorities have been very positive about the start of construction
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FIVE-MEMBER INTERNATIONAL
CONMMISSION BEGINS SEARCH FOR
AI\ISWEBS IN MV BARIMA TRAGEDY

PAGE 4

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali with members of the MV Barima
Commission of Inquiry following their swearing-in at State House.
From left: Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs Anil
Nandlall, SC; Commissioners Dr Andrzej Jasionowski, Nyree Dawn
Alfonso, Captain Hamada Fouda and Rear Admiral (Ret’d) Hayden
Pritchard; President Ali; and Prime Minister Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark
Phillips. Chair of the Comunission, Justice Godfrey Smith, was sworn
in virtually.

HEART INITIATIVE ACTIVATED AS PRESIDENT ALI LEADS PUTTING CAPITAL WITHIN REACH - GUYANA
NATIONAL SUPPORT EFFORT FOR MV BARIMA VICTIMS DEVELOPMENT BANK SIGNED INTO LAW TO RESHAPE GUYANESE CELEBRATE FREEDOM,
AND FAMILIES ENTREPRENEURIAL OPPORTUNITIES HERITAGE AND PROGRESS
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GUYANA LAUNCHES LARGEST MARITIME SEARCHIN

NATION'S HISTORY AFTER MV BARIMA DISASTER

Joint services, volunteers and regional partners work together in the ongoing search

and recovery mission

The sinking of the
MV Barima triggered
what  officials  have
described as one of the
largest and most complex
maritime search, rescue
and recovery operations
ever undertaken in
Guyana, mobilising
military assets, aircraft,
international dive

teams, private operators, |

fisherfolk and hundreds
of personnel in an
unprecedented national
response.

The passenger
vessel departed from the
Transport and Harbours
Department Goods

Wharf at 3:20 pm. on o

July 19 bound for Port
Kaituma, Region One
with  passengers and
cargo onboard.

Just after 10:43
p.m., a distress signal
was received by the Air
Traffic Control Centre
at  Timehri.  Within
minutes, a chain of
emergency  responses
was activated.

By 11:03
the Maritime
Coordination Centre
(MRCC) had  been
alerted and immediately
informed the Guyana
Defence Force Coast

p.m.,
Rescue

Guard, Guyana Police
Force and other agencies.
Eight minutes later, the
Coast Guard deployed
its first response vessel
from

its  Pomeroon

floating base while the
National Search and
Rescue Committee was

convened shortly after.
Additional Coast

Guard vessels were

dispatched from

Ruimveldt as the search
intensified through the

At its peak, 19
state and  private-
sector vessels, aircraft,
helicopters, sonar
systems, seabed-
mapping technology and
specialist dive teams
were deployed across an
ever-expanding  search

VESHI, Sealand Surveys'
vessel Gilligan Island
and the use of advanced

sonar technology.

International
support soon arrived.

France deployed 15
specialist divers while
Trinidad and Tobago
and Brazil contributed

vessels, personnel and |

technical expertise to
strengthen recovery
efforts.

By July 22, assets
from the Trinidad and
Tobago Coast Guard
and  the  Brazilian
Navy  had  joined
Guyanese  responders
in the operational area,
transforming the mission

into a multinational
effort.

Dive teams from
Guyana, Trinidad
and Tobago, France

and Brazil conducted

Joint services, volunteers and regional partners work together in the ongoing
search and recovery mission

night.

The first survivors
were rescued at 2:27a.m.
By dawn, dozens more
had been pulled from the
water in a dramatic race
against time.

A total of 77 persons
were rescued, although
one  survivor later
succumbed.

What began as an
urgent rescue operation
quickly evolved into
a massive recovery
mission spanning sea
and air.

a?

zone stretching from the
Essequibo coast to Waini
Point.

A major
breakthrough came on
July 20 when search
teams located the MV
Barima resting on the
seabed  approximately
nine miles offshore at
Devonshire Castle Flats.

The discovery was
made possible through
information  provided
by local fisherfolk,
coordinated efforts by
ExxonMobil ~ Guyana,

\ (

Officials and emergency responders coordinate search, rescue and recovery efforts
Jfrom the Charity Command Centre

continuous underwater
operations in challenging
conditions, often
working up to 10 hours
daily.

Lieutenant (N) Tyler
Faraz, Commanding
Officer of the Trinidad
and Tobago Coast Guard
vessel TTS Speyside, said
divers were operating at
depths of 10 to 12 metres
in near-zero visibility.

"Many divers are
unable to see their
hands in front of their
face because of the
mud and sediment
on the seabed," he
explained.

Despite the difficult
conditions, dive teams
maintained a constant

rotation throughout
daylight hours while
vessels continued
extensive coastal

searches for victims and
possible survivors.
Technical specialists
simultaneously assessed
the vessel to determine
the safest method of
righting it and improving
access to  trapped
sections of the wreck.

......

il

Officials and emergency responders coordinate

search, rescue and recovery efforts from the Charity

Command Centre

The operation
continued around
the clock under the
coordination of the
Maritime Rescue
Coordination  Centre,
which remained fully
operational throughout
the disaster response.

Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret'd) Mark
Phillips  said  every
available resource
would be deployed and
every reasonable effort
exhausted.

By July 24, search
areas had expanded
beyond 1,000 square

kilometres, aerial
surveillance  remained
active and divers had
completed dozens of
underwater missions.
The operation
becameadefiningsymbol
of national resilience
and international
cooperation,  bringing
together military
personnel, emergency
responders, private
operators,  volunteers,
fisherfolk and foreign
partners in a collective
effort to respond to one
of Guyana's darkest
maritime tragedies.

Officials and emergency responders coordinate
search, rescue and recovery efforts from the Charity

Command Centre

Officials and emergency responders coordinate
search, rescue and recovery efforts from the Charity

Command Centre
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HEART INITIATIVE ACTIVATED AS PRESIDENT ALILEADS NATIONAL

SUPPORT EFFORT FOR MV BARIMA VICTIMS AND FAMILIES

President Ali offers comfort and support to the affected

JSamilies.

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has
activated the HEART
Initiative ~ —  Hope,

Empathy, Aid, Resilience
and Trust — as a national
framework to provide
continued support and
guidance to survivors
and families affected by
the MV Barima tragedy.
The initiative forms
part of the Government’s
wider humanitarian

response, bringing
together  psychosocial
and trauma counselling,
social services,

humanitarian assistance,
spiritual support and
other interventions
aimed at helping families
navigate the difficult

period of grief and
recovery.

According to the
Office of the President,
HEART is designed
to provide sustained
assistance to affected
families, ensuring that
support extends beyond
the immediate aftermath
of the tragedy.

The initiative
is not intended as
compensation, but as
a demonstration of the
nation’s  commitment
to standing alongside
survivors and bereaved
families for as long as
necessary.

Following the
incident, President Ali
directed a full-scale

national response, with

government  agencies,
emergency responders,
healthcare workers and
social services personnel
mobilised to provide
assistance.

Emergency Family
Assistance Centres were
established at the Umana
Yana in Georgetown,
Port Kaituma and
Mabaruma to provide
information, counselling
and support services for

affected families.
The Ministry of
Human Services and

Social Security deployed
teams of psychologists,
social workers, child
protection officers
and counsellors
throughout Region
One communities, with
each affected family
assigned a dedicated
social worker as part of
the psychosocial support
effort.

“We are working
around the clock, so,
when one staff goes,

another staff comes,”
Senior Probation
and Social Services

Officer Sharon Wright
explained, highlighting

the continued presence
of support teams on the
ground.

President Ali
personally visited Port
Kaituma, = Mabaruma
and Charity to meet
survivors and relatives of
those missing, offering
reassurance that every
effort would be made in
the search, recovery and
support operations.

The Head of State
remained in Charity for
several days, receiving
updates from officials
coordinating  activities

at the wreck site and |

ensuring families were
kept informed.

Government
agencies also facilitated
transportation
for relatives,
accommodation, medical
assistance, counselling
services, food hampers
and care packages,
while arrangements
were established for
the dignified recovery,
identification and return
of victims.

The Ministry
of Health and the
Guyana Police Force
implemented joint

protocols  for  the
recovery, transportation,
storage and

identification of bodies,
with medical teams at
Suddie Hospital assisting
families throughout the
identification process.

As  the nation
continues to mourn,
the HEART Initiative
represents a long-term
commitment to helping
survivors and bereaved
families rebuild, heal

and move forward with
dlgmty and support.

Pjﬁcials and emergency responders coordinate search,

rescue and recovery efforts from the Charity Command

Centre

| Officials and emergency responders coordinate search,
! rescue and recovery efforts from the Charity Command

| Centre

THREE DAYS OF MOURNING UNITE

I\IATIOI\I AFTEB MV BARIMA TRAGEDY

18
rHonouring the victims of the MV Barima tragedy

The tragedy of the
MYV Barima transformed
into a moment of
collective national
reflection as President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali
declared three days of
national mourning and

Guyanese across the
country united to honour
the lives lost.

From July 22 to
July 24, national flags
flew at half-mast while
communities gathered
in churches, mandirs,
mosques and public
spaces to pray, mourn
and support grieving
families.

The  period  of
mourning began with a
National Day of Prayer
and Reflection, marked
by a national service at
the Kingston Seawall.

Additional ~ Nights
of Reflection and Prayer
were held in Port
Kaituma and Mabaruma,
communities deeply
affected by the tragedy.

Prime
Brigadier (Ret'd) Mark
Phillips said that while

' international

Minister |

The tragedy
resonated far beyond
Guyana's shores.

Messages of
sympathy, support and
solidarity poured in from
governments, regional
organisations and
partners
across the world.

The Caribbean
Community (CARICOM)
paid tribute to the
courage and dedication
of rescue teams and
reaffirmed its support for
Guyana and the affected

. families.

The United States,

no words could erase the [

pain being experienced
by families, the nation
would remain beside
them  through  the
difficult days ahead.

Canada, the United
Klngdom (UK), France,
China and the European
Union (EU) also
extended condolences
while commending the
ongoing search and
recovery efforts.

United States Deputy
Secretary  of  State
Christopher Landau
expressed sympathy to
the people of Guyana,
saying Americans shared

in the country's grief and
mourning.
France not only

offered condolences but
also deployed specialist

Honouring the victims of the MV Barima tragedy

The U.S. Embassy is deeply saddened by the sinking of the MV
Barima. Our heartfelt condolences go to the families of those on
board — passengers and crew alike. We honor the courage of
every rescuer who answered the call in the dark hours of the
night and who continue their mission today. We pray for the safe

recovery of all those still missing.

Messages of sympathy and offers of assistance poured
in from across the Caribbean and beyond

divers to  support
recovery operations at
the wreck site.

China expressed
its readiness to assist
Guyana, while Canada,
the UK and the EU
praised the dedication of
responders and pledged

continued solidarity.

Across Guyana,
volunteers, healthcare
workers, religious
organisations,  private
businesses,  fisherfolk
and community groups
rallied to  support
affected families.

From emergency
shelters and
counselling services
to food distribution
and transportation
assistance, citizens

from all walks of life

contributed to  the
national response.
Even as

and

search
recovery
operations  continued,
the  outpouring  of
compassion underscored
a powerful truth; the
tragedy was not borne by

affected families alone.
It was carried by an

entire nation.
The response
to the MV Barima

disaster became more
than a recovery effort.

It evolved into a
defining demonstration
of  national unity,
compassion and
resilience as Guyana
confronted one  of
the darkest maritime

tragedies in its history
together.
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FIVE-MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION BEGINS
SEARCH FOR ANSWERS IN MV BARIMA TRAGEDY

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has
sworn in an independent
international
Commission of Inquiry

(Col) to investigate
the circumstances
surrounding the

capsizing and sinking of
the MV Barima, one of
the deadliest maritime
disasters in Guyana's
history.

The  five-member
commission has been
mandated to establish
the full facts surrounding
the tragedy, determine
whether negligence
or systemic failures
contributed to  the
sinking, and recommend
measures to strengthen
Guyana's maritime
safety and emergency
response systems.

The panel is chaired
by former Belizean
Justice of Appeal Godfrey
Smith and comprises
internationally
recognised experts in

maritime  engineering,
maritime law, vessel
safety, casualty
investigations and
maritime security.

Chief =~ Magistrate
Judy Latchman
administered the
oath of office to the

commissioners during a
ceremony at State House
in Georgetown. Justice

Smith participated
virtually.
Addressing the

commissioners,
President  Ali  said

the inquiry has been
entrusted with a broad
and far-reaching
mandate designed to
examine every relevant

aspect of the disaster.
"The families
who have suffered

unimaginable loss await
these answers. Future

behind the disaster.
Among the areas
to be examined are
passenger boarding
procedures, cargo
loading practices,
conditions aboard the
vessel, compliance with
maritime  regulations,
operational  standards

maintenance
seaworthiness
operational
will come
close scrutiny,
with the
weather
tides,
navigation
and

history,
and
condition
under
along
impact  of
conditions,
currents,
systems
communication

Presidential Comunission of Inquiry (COI)

generations deserve
the assurance that
every lesson that can be
learned from this tragedy
will indeed be learned,"
the President stated.

He emphasised
that Guyana deserves a
full, fair and impartial
accountofwhatoccurred,
why it occurred and what
must be done to ensure
a similar tragedy never
happens again.

The Commission's
Terms of Reference
require investigators to
reconstruct the sequence
of events leading up to
the sinking of the vessel
on July 18, 2026, and
determine the causes
and contributing factors

and
protocols.

The inquiry will
also  undertake a
comprehensive review
of the search, rescue
and recovery operations
mounted in the
aftermath of the tragedy,
assessing whether the
response by agencies
and stakeholders was
coordinated, timely and
effective.

Investigators have
also been tasked with
determining  whether
acts of negligence,
misconduct, dereliction
of duty or institutional
failures contributed to
the loss of lives.

The

emergency

vessel's

procedures on the events
leading up to the sinking.
Attention will
also  focus the
qualifications and
conduct of the vessel's
master and  crew,
adherence to safety
regulations, passenger
management systems,
manifests, overcrowding
concerns, cargo storage
arrangements and the
availability and use of
life-saving equipment.

on

President Ali assured
the commissioners
that all  resources

required to facilitate a
thorough, professional
and independent
investigation would be
made available.

"The  Government
will provide the
Commission with
the administrative,
technical, financial
and logistical support
necessary  for  the
effective discharge of its
mandate," he said.

The President
noted that the Terms
of  Reference  were
deliberately designed to
be comprehensive and
searching, requiring
investigators not only
to  establish  what
happened but also to
identify  shortcomings
and recommend reforms
necessary to strengthen
the country's maritime
transportation system.

He further
underscored the
independence of the
inquiry, noting that

the composition of the
Commission reflects
the highest standards
of professionalism,
expertise and
impartiality.

"Collectively, they
possess expertise in law,
marine engineering,
maritime  operations,
maritime regulation and
disaster  investigation.
Their experience,
competence and
integrity will enhance
the professionalism,
depth and credibility of
this inquiry," President
Ali said.

He added that the
Commission would

determine its own

procedures and conduct
its work guided solely by
the evidence and the law.

In addition to Justice
Smith, the Commission
comprises Captain
Hamada Fouda of
Jamaica, maritime legal
specialist Nyree Dawn
Alfonso of Trinidad
and Tobago, marine
engineering expert Dr
Andrzej  Jasionowski
of Poland and Rear
Admiral (Ret'd) Hayden

Pritchard of Trinidad
and Tobago.

Upon  completion
of its work, the

Commission is expected
to submit findings and
recommendations aimed
at improving maritime
safety,  strengthening
oversight and emergency
preparedness, and
reducing the likelihood
of similar tragedies in
the future.

The establishment
of the inquiry marks
a significant step in
the national effort to
uncover the truth behind
the MV Barima disaster
and provide answers to
families, survivors and
a nation still grappling
with the loss.

This  version is
structured as a straight
hard-news lead story:
strongest news at the
top, tighter paragraphs,
less repetition, stronger
attribution, and asharper
focus on accountability,
investigation, and
national significance.

HIGHEST REGIONAL COURT REJECTS MOHAMEDS' CHALLENGE,

ALLOWS EXTRADITION PROCESS TO RESUME

The Caribbean
Court of Justice (CCJ)
on Wednesday, July 29
dismissed an appeal
brought by Opposition
Leader Azzrudin
Mohamed and his
father, Nazar Mohamed,
removing a key legal
obstacle and clearing
the way for extradition
proceedings  against
them to continue in
Guyana.

In a significant
ruling, the region’s
highest court granted
special leave to appeal
but ultimately rejected
the substantive appeal,
leaving  intact  the
decisions of the lower
courts.

The judgment also
lifts the interim stay
on the extradition
proceedings that the
CCJ  had

imposed CCJ rules in government's favour against Mohamed

on March 25, 2026,
effectively ~ returning
the matter to Guyana’s
courts for continuation.

Delivering the
court’s decision, CCJ’s
President Justice
Adrian Saunders said
the stay would be
removed, allowing the
extradition process to
proceed.

The court
particularly critical
of the arguments
advanced by the second
appellant, finding that
he had not approached
the court with “clean
hands.” According
to the judgment, the
appellant had himself
contributed to the
political exchanges and
verbal attacks he later
complained about,
having previously
launched attacks on

was

government  officials
and participated in the
public discourse.

The CCJ also ruled
that there would be no
order as to costs before
the court. However,
the issue of costs
in the lower courts
remains  unresolved
and will be addressed
through further
judicial directions,
likely beginning with
a case management
conference.

Attorney  General
and Minister of Legal
Affairs Mohabir Anil
Nandlall, SC, welcomed
the ruling, describing
it as a comprehensive
judgment that would
contribute significantly

to Caribbean
jurisprudence in areas
including extradition,

bias and public law.





























































































