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Guyana sends bhest W|shes to Indla

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali has extended congratulations to the Govern-
ment and people of India as the Asian nation marked its Independence Anniversary,
describing the bond between Georgetown and New Delhi as “an enduring friend-
ship anchored in deep historical and cultural ties.”

In a statement released on Saturday, President Ali said he was writing on be-
half of the Government and people of Guyana to extend warmest congratulations
to India as it celebrates its 79th Independence Anniversary and 80th Independence
Day celebrations. (Dr Ali is pictured with Indian leader Narendra Modi, above.)

The President said India’s journey over “almost eight decades” has been
shaped by “the resilience, determination and ingenuity of its people.”
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' Dlamond Regional Hospital is one of six regional hospltal'c

Regional hospltals record major gains

Guyana’s six regional hospitals have demonstrated the impact of major in-
vestments in the country’s healthcare system, with thousands of surgeries, more
than one million laboratory tests, and hundreds of thousands of other diagnostic
and specialist services delivered. Speaking at a press conference, President Dr Mo-
hamed Irfaan Ali highlighted the scale of services provided at the facilities, in-
cluding approximately 3,700 surgeries, more than one million laboratory tests,
82,200 X-rays, 37,700 ultrasounds and 13,680 CT scans. More than 101,000 spe-
cialist clinic attendances were also recorded, covering services including surgery,
gynaecology, dentistry, ophthalmology and ENT, while approximately 2,400 ba-
bies were delivered and nearly 280,000 prescriptions were filled.
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Is your long-term plan
built for the long-term?

Life is full of surprises, but with the right preparation, you can
approach each moment with confidence. Our mission is to craft
personalized strategies that are designed to evolve with you,
aiming to help your plans stay aligned with your goals.

Churchill Falls Generating Station

Historic $31 billion clean energy
deal to create 23,000 jobs

Isa M. Rahamat )
Financial Advisor By Mllan Maharaj
! 905-605-7400 ext.110 LIJIREPORTER
| 416-346-8883

Get in touch to explore personalized plans tailored
to your individual needs.

Prime Minister Mark Carney recently signed a historic deal with Newfound-
land and Labrador and Quebec that the federal government says is the biggest in-
vestment in clean energy in North American history according to the federal
government.

The clean energy announcement which took place in St. John’s was based on
a plan by the federal government to invest $10 billion in the expansion of the
Churchill Falls Generating Station, Gull Island hydroelectric project and transmis-
sion lines and also the opportunity for an onshore wind project in Labrador. All in
all, the value of the projects combined stands at just over $70 billion.

As per calculations, the projects are set to provide more than 14,000
megawatts of clean energy, nearly triple that of the current generation capacity at
Churchill Falls. Also, it is expected that the projects will create up to 23,000 jobs
and $31 billion worth of economic contribution to the country’s gross domestic
product until the mid-2040s.

This agreement involves the federal government, Newfoundland and
Labrador, Quebec, Hydro-Québec, and Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro in a
major infrastructure collaboration.

Churchill Falls has played a very important role in providing electricity in At-
lantic Canada for decades now. The new agreement will greatly enhance its capac-
ity while building even more hydroelectric generation facilities at Gull Island.

There is also historical significance involved in this agreement because the
agreement is replacing the 1969 Churchill Falls agreement and the 2024 memoran-
dum of understanding.

Apart from power generation, this agreement also involves some major infra-
structure enhancements for the Labrador Trough which is one of the most impor-
tant mining areas in Canada due to the presence of large amounts of iron ore and
other critical minerals. Some of these projects have received support for transmis-
sion infrastructure, mining and connection with Quebec’s electricity grid.

The Labrador Trough Clean Power, Critical Minerals and Infrastructure Corri-
dor has been referred by the federal government to the Major Projects Office that
will help in coordinating federal funding and permits as well as indigenous partner-
ships related to this development.

The clean energy partnership comes amid efforts being made by Canada to
grow its electricity network. Under the National Electricity Strategy of the Cana-
dian government, the country aims to double its electricity generating capacity by
2050, with demand projected to increase due to the electrification of various sec-
tors.

Canada currently produces about 80 percent of its electricity from non-emit-
ting sources, according to the Canadian government. The officials claim that the
new partnerships will leverage the above advantage while adding new electricity
generating capacity for various communities and industries.
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The deal is in line with the Canadian government’s overall efforts to attract in-
vestments in clean energy and critical minerals. According to Ottawa, it is making
use of tax credits, financing of infrastructure and other incentives to attract in-
vestors in such large projects.
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— President, Dr. Mohamed Ir:faan Ali wlth U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Christopher
] Landau.

HEART INITIATIVE STEPS UP LONG-TERM GUYANA'S INVESTMENT STORY DEEPENS AS RESIDENTS PITCH PRIORITIES FOR MODEL
SUPPORT FOR MV BARIMA FAMILIES $1.06T FLOWS INTO PRODUCTIVE SECTORS VILLAGE INITIATIVE
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Georgetown, Washington tighten security ties with

new MoU

Guyana and the
United States (US) have
moved to deepen their
security partnership
with the signing of a
new Memorandum of
Understanding  (MoU)
aimed at strengthening
existing security
cooperation between the

two countries.
President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali

witnessed the signing
at the Office of the

President, marking
another step in the
long-standing  bilateral
relationship ~ between
Guyana and the US.

The agreement
was signed by Minister
of  Foreign  Affairs
and International
Cooperation Hugh Todd
and US Deputy Secretary
of State Christopher
Landau.

The MoU builds on
existing ~ cooperation,

including joint efforts
to counter narcotics
and address broader
security concerns, while
providing a framework
for closer collaboration

between the two
countries.
The  strengthened

partnership comes as
Guyana continues to
expand its international
security and diplomatic

relationships amid
growing regional
and global security
challenges.

Officials present at
the signing included

Senior Minister within
the Office of the President
with responsibility for
Finance Dr Ashni Singh,

Minister of Natural
Resources Vickram
Bharrat, Foreign
Secretary Robert
Persaud, Permanent

Secretary at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Sharon
Roopchand-Edwards
and US Ambassador to
Guyana Nicole Theriot.
The agreement
signals a commitment
by Georgetown and
Washington to build on
existing security ties and
strengthen their capacity
to respond to threats
affecting both countries
and the wider region.
With narcotics
trafficking and
transnational crime
remaining major
regional concerns, the
enhanced cooperation
is expected to support
closer coordination
between Guyanese and
US  authorities and
reinforce the broader
security  architecture
underpinning the
bilateral relationship.

Georgetown, Washington tighten security ties with
new MoU

o,

Georgetown, Washington tighten security ties with

new MoU

GUYANA'S INVESTMENT STORY DEEPENS

AS $1.06T FLOWS INTO PRODUCTIVE SECTORS

Guyana’s investment
story deepens as $1.06T
flows into productive
sectors

Guyana has attracted
approximately  $1.06
trillion  in  private
economic  investment
over the past six
years, with 189 new,
expansionary and mixed
investment projects and
agreements facilitated
through the Guyana
Office for Investment
(GO-Invest).

Chief
Officer,
Ramsaroop,
scale of investment
reflects a  significant
broadening of confidence
in Guyana, with capital
increasingly moving
beyond traditional
sectors mining,
energy, ICT,

Investment
Dr Peter
said the

into
tourism,

Chief Investment Officer
of the Guyana Office for
Investment, Dr Peter
Ramsaroop

agriculture, forestry and
services.

Foreign  investors
accounted for about 73
per cent of recorded
investment, but
Guyanese investors
are playing a
disproportionately
important role in job
creation.

Local investors
represented

approximately 20
per cent of recorded
investment while
generating about 49
per cent of associated
employment,
highlighting the growing
contribution of domestic
businesses to economic

expansion.
“The most
important story

is not simply the
amount of capital
entering Guyana; it
is the broadening
and deepening of
investor confidence
in the Guyanese
economy,” Ramsaroop
told the Department of
Public Information.
Joint ventures
accounted for
approximately $72
billion, while diaspora
investment reached
about $2.9  billion.

. )

189 investment projects bring $1.06 Trillion into

Guyana’s economy
Investment from
CARICOM partners,
including Suriname,

Trinidad and Tobago
and Barbados, is also
becoming increasingly
significant.

The wider financial
picture reinforces the
trend. Bank of Guyana
data recorded gross FDI
inflows of approximately
US$10.4 billion in 2024
and US$8.43 billion in
2025, largely linked to
the oil and gas sector.

At the same time,
private-sector credit
morethandoubled, rising
from approximately
$259.8 billion in 2020
to $531.8 billion by the
end of 2025, indicating
increased financing for
business expansion and
economic activity.

GO-Invest is
now shifting its focus
toward converting
investment interest into
deeper economic value
through joint ventures,

technology transfer,
value-added production,
exports and stronger
regional partnerships.
The agency

already  helped
approximately 137
Guyanese  companies
enter export markets
and  connected 112
businesses with overseas
buyers over four years.

Guyamna’s
participation at AgroFest
in Barbados has further
opened doors, with about
80 local businesses
attending in 2025 and
more than 50 in 2026.

The next challenge,
GO-Invest said, is to
turn growing investor
confidence into more
production, more
exports, more jobs and
greater value retained in
Guyana.

has

MORE GUYANESE MOVE INTO ENTREPRENEURSHIP-
BUSINESS REGISTRATIONS SURGE

Guyana is seeing a
sharp rise in business
activity, with the number
of businesses registered
over the past two years
more than doubling
compared with previous
years, signalling growing

confidence in  the
country’s expanding
economy.

Minister of Public
Service,  Government
Efficiency and

Implementation Zulfikar
Allysaid thesurgereflects

an increasing number
of Guyanese recognising
opportunities to start,
expand and modernise
businesses.

“If you have a
business idea, our
economy is such that
now businesses can

flourish,” Minister
Ally said during an
engagement at  the

Tuschen Radha Krishna
Mandir.
He said the growth

in  registrations  is

evidence that more
people are responding to
opportunities emerging
across the economy,
while the increasing
participation of young
people is  adding
further momentum to
the entrepreneurial
landscape.

Ally pointed to high
school students who
recently showcased
products developed
through  government-
supported initiatives,
including cooking oil,

pepper sauce, soap and
cornmeal.

“These are high
school kids
have now invented
their own products.

They have packaged [l

their own products
with the help of the
government. And
now they are ready to
go to market,” he said.

The initiatives
are exposing students
to agriculture,
innovation, product
development, packaging

More Guyanese move

to start and grow
businesses

and commercial
opportunities, while
encouraging them to
view entrepreneurship

4 financing
' the newly established

4 support

as a viable career path.
Minister Ally said
government also intends
to help promising young
entrepreneurs  access
through

Guyana  Development
Bank, which provides
to  small
and medium-sized
businesses.

He urged Guyanese
withviablebusinessideas
to act on them, saying
the expanding economy
is creating greater room
for entrepreneurs to turn
innovation and initiative
into sustainable income
and new businesses.
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MV BARIMA INQUIRY NEARS PUBLIC HEARINGS AS

The
of Inquiry into the July
18 sinking of the MV
Barima is moving closer
to public hearings,
as legal preparations
advance alongside a
government push to
recover the sunken
vessel and preserve
crucial evidence for the
investigation.

Attorney
Shadick,

Javid
Secretary
to the Commission,
told the Department
of Public Information
(DPI) that the secretariat
is currently working
through  the  legal
and administrative
requirements governing
the hearings, including
possible scenarios

that could arise once

proceedings begin.
“They’re working

on checking the legal

Commission |

SALVAGE OPERATION ADVANCES

Attorney Javid Shadick,
Secretary to the
Commission

aspects,” Shadick said.

A formal public
notice will be issued
once the arrangements
are finalised, setting out
the hearing process and
providing details for the
public and media.

The  five-member
Commission was
appointed by President
Dr Mohamed Irfaan
Ali  to  determine

the circumstances
surrounding the
capsizing and sinking
of the MV Barima. It
is chaired by Belizean
Justice Godfrey Phillip
Smith and includes
maritime, legal and
technical experts from
Poland, Jamaica and
Trinidad and Tobago.

The inquiry follows
one of Guyana’s deadliest
recent maritime
disasters.  Authorities
have  confirmed 73
deaths, while 76
passengers and crew
members were rescued
and 30 people remain
unaccounted for.

Meanwhile, the
government is moving
ahead with efforts to
bring the vessel back to
the surface.

Prime Minister
Brigadier (Ret'd) Mark

Presidential Commission of Inquiry (COI)

Phillips disclosed at a
press conference that
Expressions of Interest
for the salvage operation

closed on  Friday,
August 14, paving the
way for evaluation
of submissions and
negotiations with the
preferred contractor.
“Bids come in.
Then, they have
to go through the
bids. They have to
do evaluation and

then determine who
will get the contract.
Then we negotiate
the contract,” PM
Phillips explained.

The salvage initiative
was launched by the
Ministry  of  Public
Utilities and Aviation
through the Maritime
Administration
Department (MARAD),
which sought qualified
firms with extensive
regional experience.

The MV Barima lies
approximately 13 to 15
metres underwater off
Guyana’s North West
Coast. The recovery is
expected tobe technically
demanding, requiring
specialised equipment,
expertise and strict safety
and environmental
measures.

Crucially,
selected
must

the
contractor
ensure  that
evidence relevant to
the Commission’s
investigation is
preserved. The vessel
must also be recovered
and maintained upright
on a barge for several
weeks, adding another
layer of complexity
to an operation that
could prove pivotal to
determining exactly
what happened on July
18.

&

Government deepens support for MV Barima survivors

and bereaved families

HEART INITIATIVE STEPS UP LONG-TERM

including
grief

areas,
psychotherapy,
counselling,  spiritual
and religious care,
children’s welfare and
education, humanitarian
assistance, and family

and Social Security,
Health and Education,
as well as partners such
as the Pan American
Health  Organization,
Guyana Association
of Professional Social

SUPPORT FOR MV BARIMA FAMILIES

The  Government’s on work undertaken gypport. Workers  and  the
HEART Initiative is since its establishment, Regional units have University of Guyana. ) a
moving t.O strengthen including the creation  also  heen  established The aim is to Government deepens supportfor MV Barima survivors
and sustain support for of ~a  coordinating {5  epsure  affected strengthen and expand and bereaved families
families, survivors and secretariat ~led by communities  receive these services while The First Lady’s collaboration with
communities affected by Guyana Defence Force ontinyed psychological, ensuring that support Office will also the wider Guyanese
the MV Barima tragedy, Lt. Colonel ~Dominic gocjal and religious is tailored to the complement efforts community, private
with a  coordinated Shepherd, with oversight support rather than circumstances of each focused on children sector, religious
IlatIOIlE.ll response now from Minister of Human aeeistance limited to affected family and under the initiative. organisations,
extending beyond the Services —and Social the immediate period survivor. HEART’s work will humanitarian  groups
immediate aftermath.  Security - Dr  Vindhya fo]lowing the tragedy. Beneficiaries include continue in the coming and international

The initiative’s  Persaud. The initiative is families of those who weeks, with committee agencies as the country
steering committee HEART has been pyjldingoninterventions died, surviving crew members expected to works to support those
met with President Dr structured to provide already provided by members and their visitaffected familiesand facing the long-term
Mohame'd Irfaan ~ Ali sustained SUPPOIT government  agencies, relatives, survivors of communities directly. consequences of the MV
to provide an update across several critical jpclyding the Ministries the tragedy, and children The Government is Barima tragedy.

of Human Services affected by theincident. also seeking continued
NEW ONLINE PORTAL e
GIVES CITIZENS AVOICE MPSGE!

Minister of Public and routing service opportunity to hear intervention with the e et e
Service, ~ Government delivery issues directlyto them,” he said. relevant HR department, = =
Efficiency, and decision-makers. The minister the matter was resolved
Implementation Zulfikar Speaking  during confirmed that and the employee was —(EEESEESEY .o.mcpme -
Ally has launched ‘The an interview, Minister submissions are added to the payroll.
Voice’, a new online Ally said the platform reviewed  personally. Minister Ally ..
platform designed to was created to capture When challengesprevent said the website ~ Mrsoevee sen s I
give citizens and public valuable feedback that jmmediate  solutions, has also  generated et o O
servants a direct line to often goes unheard officials will follow up to recommendations aimed < -
raise concerns, share within government provide explanations or at improving customer
ideas, and recommend agencies and ministries. request further details.  service and operational
improvements to “Often times, The systemisalready efficiency across the e R T
government operations. there are people delivering results. In one public sector, including

Accessible via any who have so many instance,apublicservant suggestions relating to supports President and ensuring citizen
mobile phone, tablet, or good ideas within in Berbice who had theeducationsystemand Mohamed Irfaan feedback actively
computer, the platform the various agencies gone unpaid for several services at the Diamond Ali’s commitment informs  government
features a simple online and ministries that months submitted a Regional Hospital. to maintaining close policy.
form aimed at enhancing we have, and we report; following direct The platform public engagement

public engagement

don’t always get the
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23 COMMUNITIES SET FOR TRANSFORMATION

(14 OO HOPE oo

UNDER MODEL VILLAGE INITIATIVE

Government takes Model Village Plan to 23
communities across five regions

The  Government
is moving to overhaul
23 communities across
Regions Two, Three,
Four, Five and Six,
with a  coordinated
development
programme  targeting
roads, drainage,
public safety, utilities,
recreation and
community facilities.

The first phase of the
Model Village Initiative
is being shaped through
consultations with
residents, following
months of assessments
by engineers, planners
and technical teams.

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali
said the programme
is intended to move
community development
beyond isolated
infrastructure  projects
and create a more
comprehensive standard
of living across Guyana.

“There is no doubt
that our country is
undergoing massive
transformation, but
transformation to be
lived must be felt,” he
said.

The initiative is
structured around four
areas, connectivity,

community, commerce
and care—with proposed
interventions tailored to
the conditions of each

community.

The scale of the
proposed  works is
significant.

In Port Mourant,
Region Six, plans cover
approximately 609 acres,
including upgrades
to 102 roads and 21
kilometres of roadway,
benefitting an estimated
6,384 households.

In Bath Settlement,
RegionFive,theproposed
intervention covers
the settlement’s entire
446 acres, including
rehabilitation of 54
streets, reconstruction
of 42.85 kilometres of
drains, bridge upgrades
and the installation of
55 fire hydrants. A police
outpost,  community-
ground upgrades and
streetscaping are also
planned.

At La  Parfaite
Harmomnie,
approximately 245
acres are targeted

Government takes
Model Village Plan to 23
communities across five
regwons
for improvements,
including roads,
drainage, lighting, CCTV
coverage, green spaces,
recreation facilities and
organised public areas.

Plans for Skeldon
include upgrades to
a 9,277-metre  road
network, more than
2,000 metres of
concrete walkways,
over 9,000  Cross
drains,  rehabilitation
or replacement of more
than 30 culverts, 192
street lamps, utility-pole
replacements and new
green spaces.

In Enmore, technical

assessments have
identified flooding,
inadequate lighting,

insufficient fire hydrants
and limited security-
camera coverage among
key concerns. Proposed
works include drainage
improvements, LED
lighting, expanded CCTV
and utility upgrades.

The programme also
includes improvements
to markets, recreational
spaces, public facilities
and environmental
management, but the
Government said each
community will retain its
distinct identity rather
than being forced into a

.. VY SO
' '..l."-‘ Z ) - B .

a ' -y D M.

Government takes Model Village Plan to 23
communities across five regions

single template.

The consultations
are now being used to
refine the proposed
interventions before
implementation.

With
pilot  covering 23
communities, the
initiative represents a
shift towards planned,

the

community-wide
development, bringing
infrastructure,  public
services and the physical
environment into a
single development
framework.

RESIDENTS PITCH PRIORITIES

FOR MODEL VILLAGE INITIATIVE

For residents taking
part in consultations
on the Model Village
Initiative, the most
important question is
not what a model village
looks like on paper, but
whether  development
addresses the problems
they face every day.

Across communities
in Regions Two, Three,
Four, Five and Six,
residents have been
using consultations
to identify priorities
ranging from education
and agricultural access
to youth facilities,
drainage, safety and
social support.

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali said
their input is intended to
influence the final plans.

“We’re not here
simply to tell you
what the village
should look like.
We’re here to listen,
because the people
who live in the village
know that village
better than anyone
else.”

In Tuschen, Region
Three, longtime
resident Godfrey
Haywood pointed to the
construction of a new

Godfrey Haywood

secondary school as
one of the community’s
most significant
developments,
particularly for families
who previously had
fewer educational
options nearby.

“This is one
of the greatest
achievements. There
are a lot of residents
who have benefitted
from this facility,” he
said.

Wendy  Calendar
Savory also highlighted
the  availability  of
nursery, primary and
secondary  education,
saying continued
investment could create
greater opportunities for
future generations.

“That would
be great for uwus,
at least for our

future children and

grandchildren,” she
said.

For farmer Noel
Marcus, agricultural
access remains a priority.
While welcoming

- since 1994,
Al

Wendy Calendar Savory !

to leased farmland, he
said better roads into
farming areas would
make it easier for
farmers to strengthen
production.

In Kaneville,
residentsraised concerns
about support for young
people, single mothers
and vulnerable persons.
President Ali responded
by proposing greater
collaboration with
religious organisations
to  establish  spaces
offering counselling,
guidance and community

assistance.

Residents of Enmore
have also welcomed the
proposed development
programme.

Jai Lall, who
has served on
the community’s
Neighbourhood
Democratic Council
said the
presentation of detailed

# development models was

unlike anything he had

| Noel Marcus

previously encountered.

‘I have never
seen a board or these
kinds of models
being shown,” he said.

Resident ~ Shobana
Williams-Morman,
who recently returned
to Guyana from
Trinidad, said she was
encouraged by the pace
of development.

“Thisissomething
great, knowing that
I remigrated from
Trinidad and coming
to see that Guyana is
developing so fast,”
she said.

The feedback is not
limited to requests for
physical infrastructure.
Residents are
identifying the services,
opportunities and social
spaces they believe are
needed to make their
communities more
functional and secure.

Government
technical teams have
already conducted
assessments of
infrastructure and

development needs, but
the consultations are
providing another layer
of

information: what

residents  themselves
consider most urgent.

That distinction is
central to the initiative.

Rather than applying
identical solutions across
23 communities, the
Government said plans
will be refined around
each village’s identity,
needs and aspirations.

For residents, the
consultations therefore
offer more than an
opportunity to hear what
Government plans to
build.

They provide a
chance to influence what
gets built, where it goes
and how development
responds to the realities
of everyday community
life.

Model Villages Programme moves ahead with
residents shaping the future of their communities
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ENMORE MACHINISTS AND REGIONAL MARKETS
TARGETED IN BIGLOCAL ENTERPRISE PUSH

The Government is
positioning communities
targeted under the
Model Village Initiative
as centres of commerce,
production and
entrepreneurship, with
new markets, vendors’
hubs, agro-development
areas and industrial
facilities being planned
to create jobs closer to
home.

The approach is
shifting the focus from
simply improving the
physical appearance
of villages to creating
spaces where residents
can produce, trade,
invest and  build
businesses.

In Pouderoyen,
Region  Three, the
centrepiece is a proposed
two-storey market
with more than 140
commercial spaces.

The facility
is expected to

accommodate vendors
selling fresh produce,
meat, poultry, clothing,
electronics, crafts, beauty
services and other goods,
while also providing a
farmers’ market, food
court, parking, modern
sanitation and waste-
management facilities.
President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali
said the market is being
designed to generate

economic activity
throughout the week.
“This market

had to be different
because this market
is an  everyday
market, and this
market must present
additional economic
opportunities.”

In New Amsterdam,
Region Six, the ageing
municipal market is
slated to be replaced
with a modern, zoned
facility for produce,

meat, fish, dry goods and
garments. A food court
will also be included.

A dedicated vendors’
hub will also provide
roads1de vendors with a

/ AFTER IMAGES

in agriculture, agro-
processing and honey
production, with

President Ali stressing
that markets must form
part of a wider local

NEW AMSTERDAM MARKET

A Vibrant Hub of Commerce ond Comumly

The proposed municipal market in New Amsterdam

regularised commercial
space designed around

hygiene, access and
organised business
activity.

In Skeldon, the
Government is linking
market redevelopment
with opportunities

economic ecosystem.

The most
pronounced industrial
ambition is emerging
in Enmore, East Coast
Demerara.

The community
is being positioned
as an industrial and

" in

manufacturing hub,
with private-sector
investments being fine-
tuned and an Agro-
Development Area
proposed to support new
businesses and industry.

The  Government
also plans to help skilled
machinists from the
nearby GuySuCo estate
form a consortium to
establish amachineshop,
potentially  converting
existing technical skills
into a new commercial

enterprise.
Young people
Enmore are

also expected to be
connected to financing

opportunities through
the planned Guyana
Development Bank,

while business clusters
in other communities
could provide pathways
into agriculture and
small-scale production.

The Government is

alsolookingtoreorganise
businesses that create
environmental or
residential conflicts,
including mechanic
repair and  spray-
painting operations, by
moving them into more
appropriate commercial
zZones.

President
Ali  described  the
wider  approach as
“devolution,” bringing
government  services,
economic opportunities
and national
development into village
settings.

The objective is to
create communities
where improved
infrastructure supports
something larger:
more businesses, more
production and more
opportunities to earn
a livelihood without
leaving home.

KINGSTON TRANSFORMATION PROJECT SET

FORSEPTEMBER LAUNCH

Minister of Natural
Resources, Vickram
Bharrat at the
stakeholder consultation
for the Kingston
Beautification Project

One of Georgetown’s
most prominent
districts is set for a
major transformation,
with government
unveiling  plans for
a comprehensive
beautification and
infrastructure

programme designed to
modernise Kingston and
position it as a model
urban community.

The proposal was
presented by Minister
of Natural Resources
Vickram Bharrat
during a stakeholder
consultation at the
Roraima Duke Lodge,
where  representatives
from the public and
private sectors reviewed
plans for the large-scale
initiative.

The project
targets a wide range
of longstanding urban
challenges, including
drainage, roads, parking,
garbage management,
utility  infrastructure,
traffic flow, lighting

and public safety, while
creating a  greener
and more attractive
environment for
residents,  businesses
and visitors.
“Kingston should
beused as an example
to show the new
modern Guyana that
we want to create,”
Minister Bharrat told
stakeholders.
The community
occupies a strategic
position  within  the
capital, hosting
government ministries,
diplomatic ~ missions,
hotels, businesses and
key tourism facilities.
As a result, officials say
improvements to the

area will have benefits

extending beyond
Kingston itself.

Planned
interventions  include
the construction
and rehabilitation of
secondary concrete
drains, road and
parking area upgrades,
replacement of
defective utility poles
and streetlights, and
the creation of more
organised parking
facilities integrated with
landscaping and shade
trees.

The initiative will
also  address traffic
congestion, particularly
around schools, through

the development of
designated drop-off
areas and improved

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat
at the stakeholder consultation for the Kingston
Beautification Project

traffic
measures.

Public safety forms
another key component
of the project. Enhanced
street lighting and closer
collaboration with the
Guyana Police Force are
expected to strengthen
security throughout the
district.

Minister ~ Bharrat
emphasised that
community involvement
and private-sector
participation will be
essential to ensuring

management

the long-term success
of the project, noting
that maintenance,
proper waste disposal
and enforcement will be
critical to preserving the
upgrades.

The Kingston
Beautification Project is
expected to be launched
in September, marking
the start of what officials
hope will become a
new benchmark for
urban development in
Georgetown.

New  Amsterdam
could be on the verge
of a major facelift, with
President Dr Mohamed
Irfaan Ali proposing
a modern waterfront
boardwalk at the town’s
old stelling, complete
with restaurants,
entertainment and
spaces designed to bring
new life to the township
after dark.

The proposal
formed part of a wider
vision unveiled during a
Model Village Initiative
consultation at Berbice

High  School, where
President Ali outlined
plans to reposition

New Amsterdam as a

OLD STELLING COULD BECOME NEW AMSTERDAM'S

NEXT TOURISM AI\ID EI\ITEHTAII\IMENT HUB

more vibrant, walkable
and  tourism-oriented
community.

“That is the type
of opportunities we
can create,” President
Ali said, pointing to the
Palmyra Stadium and
Athletic Track as major
new assets capable of
attracting visitors and
economic activity to the
town.

The waterfront
concept would create
a new commercial and
entertainment hub while

strengthening New
Amsterdam’s  potential
as a tourism destination.

But the vision
extends beyond tourism.

New green spaces,
parks, play areas and a
dedicated “health box”
would allow residents
to check their blood
pressure and  blood
sugar, with  results
connected directly to the
local clinic.

Plans also envisage
rerouting heavy traffic
away from residential

communities, creating
additional parking
and expanding safe

recreational spaces.
President

Ali

said safety must be

broader than policing,

' encompassing fire
protection, flood
resilience and secure
public spaces where
children and seniors can
gather.

The objective is

clear: a New Amsterdam
that is healthier, safer,
more walkable—and
economically alive well
into the night.
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MATTHEWS RIDGE TO FORM ECONOMIC CONSORTIUMS
WITH DEVELOPMENT BANK BACKING

p—

President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali has
unveiled an ambitious
economic development
strategy for Region One.
Residents of Matthews
Ridge will be organised
into  three major
economic consortiums,
while new measures will
be introduced to reduce
food prices and expand

business opportunities
in the Moruca sub-
region.

The initiative,
announced during
a one-day outreach
to the Matarkai sub-

region, is designed to
strengthen community

President Ali in Matthews Ridge

improve
financing
and create sustainable
economic opportunities

ownership,
access  to

through the Guyana
Development Bank.

Under the plan,
small farmers will be
brought together in a
livestock and poultry
consortium, residents
allocated mining blocks
will be organised into a
small miners’ group, and
community — members
will form a forestry
association aimed at
expanding  economic
activity and increasing
local participation in key
sectors.

President Ali said
the consortium model
will allow government

to strategically
invest in large-scale
development  projects,

including the opening of
approximately 200 acres
of land for agriculture

and the expansion
of swine and poultry
production.

Several government
ministers are expected to
return to the community
in the coming weeks
to begin advancing
the  initiative  and
engaging residents on
implementation.

The  development
push will be supported
by continued investment
in infrastructure,
including road upgrades,
completion  of  the
Matthews Ridge airstrip
and the establishment of
cold storage facilities to
strengthen the livestock
industry.

The president also
outlined plans for a
youth-led  ecotourism

venture under which
20 young people would
each construct a cabin
financed through the
Guyana  Development
Bank and jointly own a
20-cabin eco-resort.
Residents used the
engagement to raise
concerns ranging from
the need for a poultry

g =—— -

development bank’s $3
million loan facility.

In response,
President Ali committed

to developing a
recreational park,
providing a second

school bus, establishing
a government service
centre and expanding
youth training

processing facility and
marketsquaretorequests
for child protection

and welfare officers
in the community.
Questions were also
raised regarding
National Insurance
Scheme compliance
requirements
for  accessing  the

programmes in
Matthews Ridge.
Meanwhile, in

Moruca, the president
announced a parallel
effort to tackle the high
cost of living by reducing
transportation expenses
and boosting local food
production.

A proposed cargo

service between Charity
and Moruca is expected
to lower the cost of
transporting food and
essential goods into the
sub-region. The initiative
could be operated by
a consortium of young
entrepreneurs with
financing support from
the Guyana Development
Bank.

The president
said transportation,
infrastructure and
food production
must be addressed
simultaneously to
reduce living costs and
strengthen economic
resilience.

Plans are also
underway to expand
agricultural production,
including poultry
farming, with increased
access to financing
expected to create
new opportunities for
farmers, entrepreneurs
and young people while
improving food security
across the sub-region.

PORT KAITUMA WHARF UNDERLEGAL LENS
FOLLOWING MV BARIMA DISASTER

The government
is reviewing contracts
linked to the Port
Kaituma wharf project as
part of a wider effort to
determine whether any
negligence contributed
to circumstances
surrounding the MV
Barima tragedy, with
legal action possible
if ~ wrongdoing is
established.

Attorney  General
and Minister of Legal
Affairs Mohabir Anil
Nandlall, SC, disclosed
during his Issues in
the News programme

e
Attorney General and
Minister of Legal Affairs

i

Mohabir Anil Nandlall,

sc
that  his  chambers
are scrutinising
the contractual
arrangements for
the  wharf,  which
was designed to

accommodate the MV
Ma Lisha ferry at Port
Kaituma.

The contractual
assessment runs
alongside active police
investigations and a
formal Commission
of Inquiry (Col) into
the July 18 maritime
disaster.

AG Nandlall
clarified that the Col
will not supplant law
enforcement  agencies,
stating:  “If  there
is any evidence of
negligence, then of
course, legal action

will  follow.” He
emphasised that while
the inquiry will issue
findings, criminal and
civil liabilities remain
matters for the courts.
The review follows
revelations by Minister
of Public Works Bishop
Juan Edghill that the
MV Ma Lisha could
not dock at the newly
constructed facility due
to severe soil movement
that compromised the
structure, requiring
sections to be rebuilt.
The state’s measures
also encompass medical

HEART Initiative.

Investigations into
all aspects of the disaster
remain ongoing as the
government works to

A

MYV Barima, docked at Supply, East Bank Demerara

some time before it capsized in July

and social support from
the Ministries of Health
and Human Services,
alongside long-term aid
delivered through the

enforce  accountability
and bolster maritime
safety.

HOSORORO SECONDARY SCHOOL

BRINGS 500+ STUDENT CAPACITY TO REGION ONE

.

Construction of the
$2.6 billion Hosororo
Secondary  School in
Region One is advancing
rapidly, strengthening
the Government’s drive
to achieve universal
secondary  education

Hosororo Secondary School in Region One

and expand access for
students in hinterland

communities.
President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali

highlighted the latest
progress on the state-
of-the-art facility,

which is designed to
accommodate more
than 500 students and
provide secondary-
level education closer to
communities across the
region.

The school has
already begun a phased
intake. On January 20,
2026, the institution
welcomed its first cohort
of students following
completion of the main
teaching block.

The completed
facility will significantly
expand the educational
infrastructure available

to Region One students,
with modern science
laboratories, a dining
hall and specialised
facilities Science,
Technical and
Vocational ~ Education
and Training (TVET),
Information Technology,
Home Economics and
Industrial Technology.
The project also
addresses one of the
major challenges facing
students from remote
communities, access and

for

accommodation.
Approximately
350  students  will

be accommodated
in purpose-built
dormitories, while

living quarters for up to
30 teachers are being
provided to strengthen
the  school’s  ability
to attract and retain
qualified educators in
the hinterland.

Students  currently
attending Hosororo
Primary  Top  and
Wauna Primary Top are
among those positioned
to benefit from the

expanded  secondary
capacity.
The investment

represents a  major
expansion of education
infrastructure in
Region One, combining
academic, technical and
vocational training in a
single institution.

With  construction
progressing and students
already entering the
school in  phases,
Hosororo is becoming
a key component of
Guyana’s  effort to
ensure that geography
is no longer a barrier
to accessing secondary
education.
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AMBASSADOR RODRIGUES-BIRKETT CHAMPIONS HAITI RECOVERY,
REGIONAL COOPERATION IN UN LEADERSHIP CAMPAIGN

Guyana’s candidate
for  Secretary-General
of the United Nations
(UN), Ambassador
Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett, has called for
sustained international
support to  rebuild
Haiti, stressing that the
country’s  deep-rooted
challenges require a
long-term response that
goes beyond security
interventions.

Addressing the
Regional Dialogue on the
Future Leadership of the
UN, hosted by Uruguay
in its capacity as Pro

Tempore President
of the Community
of Latin  American
and Caribbean States
(CELAC),  Rodrigues-
Birkett outlined an
approach centred on

peacebuilding, economic
recovery, environmental
restoration and stronger
implementation of UN-
backed measures.

His Excellency Jose
Raul Mulino, President
of Panama, with
Ambassador Carolyn
Rodrigues-Birkett

Drawing on her
experience as  Chair
of the UN Security
Council Sanctions
Committee on Haiti
and her involvement
in negotiations
surrounding Resolution
2793, she stressed the
need for Haiti and its
international  partners

to fully implement
the resolution’s
commitments.

“The wider
implementation
would involve
accompanying Haiti
for anumber of years,
given the depth of the
challenges that are
facing Haiti,” she said.

Rodrigues-Birkett
emphasised that
Haiti’s recovery must
address more than
insecurity, pointing
to the need to restore
economic opportunities,
rehabilitate  degraded
forests to strengthen
climate resilience and
support children affected
by gang  violence.
She also underscored
the important role of
regional organisations,
particularly CARICOM,
and called for stronger
collaboration ~ between
regional institutions and
the UN.

As she advances
her candidacy for UN
Secretary-General,
Rodrigues-Birkett  has
also been presenting her
vision for a more agile,
effective and responsive
multilateral system.

During engagements
with Panama’s President
José Ratl Mulino and
Foreign Minister Javier
Eduardo Martinez-Acha
Vésquez, she discussed
the future of global
cooperation, challenges
facing the UN and
reforms needed to make
the organisation more
responsive to member
states.

Rodrigues-
Birkett said the UN
must be equipped to
“meet the moment”
by  becoming more
efficient,  collaborative
and  responsive  to
the evolving needs
of the international
community.

She also engaged
Liberia’s Foreign
Minister Sara Beysolow
Nyanti, along with vice
and assistant ministers,
on strengthening

of peace and security,

development, and
human rights.
The next UN

Secretary-General is
expected to be appointed

Minister of Foreign Aﬁ'alrs of Liberia, Sara Beysolow
Nyanti with Ambassador Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett

multilateralism,
addressing global
challenges and the
ongoing UN80 reform
deliberations.

She stressed the need
for greater efficiency and
stronger impact across
the UN’s three pillars

in 2026, following a
recommendation  from
the Security Council
and appointment by the
General Assembly, with
the successful candidate
expected to assume office
in January 2027.

Minister of Public
Service, Government
Efficiency and
Implementation for
Zulfikar Ally

Farmers in Tuschen
and surrounding Region
Three communities are
moving to tap into a
new source of capital
as registration begins
for financing through
the newly established
Guyana  Development
Bank.

The bank is offering
registered small
and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs),
including farmers,
interest-free, collateral-
free loans of up to

Minister within the
Ministry of Agriculture,
Vikash Ramkissoon

$3 million, in a move
aimed at breaking
down two of the biggest
barriers facing small
entrepreneurs: the cost
of borrowing and the
lack of assets to secure

loans.

At a registration
engagement at  the
Tuschen Radha Krishna
Mandir, Minister
of  Public  Service,
Government Efficiency
and  Implementation

Zulfikar Ally said the
initiative  was  born
out of concerns raised

FARMERS REGISTER FOR
NEW DEVELOPMENT BANK I.OAI\IS

by citizens struggling
to access affordable
financing.
“There’s
absolutely no reason
why any one of
us cannot be in a
business,” Ally said.
He stressed that
the bank’s support
will extend beyond
simply putting money
into applicants’ hands.
Technical officers will
help entrepreneurs
develop business plans,
identify risks and build
viable enterprises before
financing is approved.
The programme
will cover a wide range
of ventures, including
agriculture, agro-

processing and tourism.

For farmers, the
opportunity extends
beyond primary
production. Ally said the
bank will help producers
develop businesses
capable of packaging,
branding and marketing
their ~ products  for
supermarkets and export
markets.

Minister of Public
Utilities and Aviation
Deodat Indar described
the initiative as an
empowering tool that
can give citizens greater
financial independence.

“It gives power
everyone; it

financial
that

to
gives
independence

Farmers in Region Three registering for the
government’s Development Bank project

you can do your own
thing,” he said.
Minister within the
Ministry of Agriculture
Vikash Ramkissoon
said the financing could
accelerate agaricultural
modernisation,
particularly among
younger farmers. He
urged producers to
embrace technology and
improved practices to

increase output while

lowering production
costs.

The nationwide
registration drive

is expected to bring
financing and technical
support within reach
of more entrepreneurs,

farmers and  small
businesses seeking
to turn ideas into

sustainable enterprises.

YOUNG GUYANESE URGED TO TURN
OPPORTUNITIES INTO NATIONAL IMPACT

Young Guyanese are
being challenged to move
beyond the idea that they
are merely the leaders
of  tomorrow, with
government  stressing
that their decisions,
skills and contributions
are already shaping
Guyana’s development.

Minister within the
Ministry of  Culture,
Youth and  Sport
Steven Jacobs issued
the call as Guyana
observed International

Youth  Day 2026,
urging  young people
to seize opportunities
in education,
entrepreneurship, skills
training, sport, culture

and other areas of
national development.
“Every day

young Guyanese are
contributing to the
development of our
country. You are our
athletes, you are our
entrepreneurs, you
are our students, you

are our farmers, you
are our innovators,
you are our
professionals and
community leaders,”
Minister Jacobs said.

Hesaidgovernment’s
role is to ensure young
people have access
to the opportunities
and support needed
to turn their abilities
into meaningful
contributions.

Jacobs pointed to
continued investment

in youth development
and assured young
people across all 10
administrative  regions
that government would
continue to support and
invest in them.

“I want every
young person across
all 10 administrative
regions to know that
your government
will continue to
support you, invest
in you and -create
opportunities for

Youths at the President’s Youth Advisory Council
Healthy Living and Lifestyle Choices Campaign

your development,”
he said.

He urged youths to
respond by preparing
themselves and pursuing
available opportunities
with  confidence and
determination.

International

Youth Day 2026 was
tha

n]’\corvnr:l II“AQI“

theme “Different
Contexts, Common
Aspirations”,
highlighting the different
circumstances  facing
young people while
recognising their shared
aspirations for inclusion,
dignity and sustainable
development.
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SMALL BUSINESSES EYE EXPANSION

AS GUYANA DEVELOPMENT BANKBECOMES REALITY

For  entrepreneur
Antwaun Austin, the
next stage of growing
his business depends on
one critical ingredient:
access to financing.

The owner of 592
Wines has ambitious
plans to expand his juice
production, compete
with larger companies
and eventually reach
export markets.
However, acquiring the
equipment needed to
increase production and
reduce costs requires
investment, something
he believes the newly
established Guyana

Development Bank can
help make possible.

Small businesses ready to scale up as Development

Bank unlocks financing

“m excited. It’s
a good initiative for
small
especially like mine,
so that we could get
access to finance,
because that’s the

most important
and the most scarce
commodity,” Austin
said.

Austin  explained
that with additional
financing, his business
could purchase

machinery to produce
its own bottles, improve
packaging and lower
production  expenses,
allowing the company to
compete more effectively
in the local and regional

businesses, §

I

Abigale John-Owner

Proper Wines and Teas
markets.
“I want to

compete with most
of the giants, but
to do that we need
machines to blow
our own bottles and
labels and stuff like
that,” he said.

For Austin, the
Guyana  Development
Bank represents

more than just a loan
facility, it represents an
opportunity for small

% businesses to move from

limited production to
expansion and greater

3 market reach.

“m very excited
for it, 'm waiting
patiently, and I

think it’s a very good

thing,” he added.
Austin is among

several small business

Owner of 592 Wines,

Juices and Shakes,
Antwuan Austin

owners who are
welcoming the
creation of the Guyana
Development Bank,
which  they  believe

could remove one of the
biggest barriers facing
entrepreneurs: access to
affordable financing.
President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali
recently assented to the
Guyana  Development
Bank Act 2026, officially
establishing the
institution and creating

the framework for it

to provide financing,
mentorship and
technical support to

small and medium-sized
businesses.

Owner of Proppa
Wines and Teas,
Abigale John, said the

2

Fay Gilgious-Greaves

bank could help local
businesses move beyond
domestic markets and
pursue regional export

opportunities.
“Having the
Development Bank

now on stream will
help me reach not
only local markets,
but regional exports

and allow me to

invest more to
expand,” she said.
John said many
small businesses
have  struggled to
access loans despite
meeting compliance
requirements. Her
business, she noted,
is fully compliant

with GRA and NIS
requirements and ready
to take advantage of the
opportunities available.
Meanwhile, owner

. of Jofa Products, Fay

Gilgious Greaves,
also  welcomed the
initiative, saying access
to financing could help
entrepreneurs invest
in their operations
and improve their
businesses.

The Guyana
Development Bank is
expected to provide
a new pathway for
entrepreneurs seeking to
expand, create jobs and
contribute to the growth
of Guyana’s productive
sectors.

FREE SUPPORT DESKS OPEN TO HELP LOCAL
ENTREPRENEURS ACCESS SME FINANCING

The Private Sector
Commission (PSC) is
mobilising business
support organisations to
prepare entrepreneurs
and small businesses

to access new financing
through the Guyana
Development Bank,

with a particular focus

on making enterprises
“bankable”.
PSC Chairman

Captain Gerald Gouveia
Jr. said the initiative will
provide entrepreneurs
with practical support

their
before
financial

to  strengthen
businesses
approaching
institutions.

“We have the
mandate to get
these entrepreneurs
bankable,”  Gouveia
said during an
appearance on the
Starting Point podcast.

Hesaid organisations
including the Guyana
Manufacturing and
Services Association
(GMSA), Women’s
Chamber, Berbice

Owner of Jofa Products,

Fay Gilgious-Greaves
Chamber and
Georgetown Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(GCCI) are establishing
business support desks

and entrepreneur
programmes.

The initiatives
will help businesses
strengthen business
and financial
planning, supply-
chain management,
compliance and
certification,  ensuring

entrepreneurs are better
positioned to qualify for

financing.

Gouveia said
private-sector  experts
will  work  directly

with entrepreneurs to

develop business plans
and improve financial
management before they
approach banks.

The push comes as
the Guyana Development
Bank creates a new
financing avenue for
small and medium-sized
enterprises, including
loans of up to $3 million
without interest or
collateral.

The bank  will
also collaborate with
commercial banks to
facilitate financing of up

to $10 million for SMEs,
while entrepreneurs
seeking larger
investments are being
encouraged to form
business consortiums.
The initiative is
designed to bridge a

critical gap between
entrepreneurs with
viable ideas and

businesses capable of
meeting formal financing
requirements.

GOV'TTO CLEARFIVE ACRES

FORNABACALIS FARMERS

Minister of Public

Service,  Government
Efficiency, and
Implementation Zulfikar
Ally has launched ‘The
Voice’, a new online
platform designed to
give citizens and public
servants a direct line to
raise concerns, share
ideas, and recommend
improvements to
government operations.

Accessible via any
mobile phone, tablet, or
computer, the platform
features a simple online

o

form aimed at enhancing
public engagement and
routing service delivery

issues  directly  to
decision-makers.
Speaking during

an interview, Minister
Ally said the platform
was created to capture

valuable feedback that
often goes unheard
within government

agencies and ministries.

“Often times,
there are people
who have so many
good ideas within

the various agencies
and ministries that
we have, and we
don’t always get the
opportunity to hear
them,” he said.

The minister
confirmed that
submissions are
reviewed  personally.

When challenges prevent
immediate  solutions,
officials will follow up to
provide explanations or
request further details.
The system is already
delivering results. In one

instance, a public servant
in Berbice who had
gone unpaid for several
months submitted a
report; following direct
intervention with the
relevant HR department,
the matter was resolved
and the employee was
added to the payroll.
Minister Ally
said the website
has also generated
recommendations aimed
at improving customer
service and operational
efficiency across the

engaging farmers

A

Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha and team

public sector, including
suggestions relating to
the education system and
services at the Diamond
Regional Hospital.

The platform
supports President
Mohamed Irfaan

Ali’s commitment
to maintaining close
public engagement
and ensuring citizen
feedback actively
informs  government
policy.
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HUNDREDS OF NEW NURSES ENTER GUYANA'S
EXPANDING HEALTHCARE FRONTLINE

Guyana has
graduated its largest-
ever class of registered
nurses, with 669 newly
qualified professionals
entering a health system
that is expanding rapidly
through new hospitals,
specialist services and
advanced medical

and were awarded
their qualifications at a
ceremony at the National
Cultural Centre, in what
officials described as a
historic milestone for
the country’s healthcare

workforce.
President Dr
Mohamed Irfaan Ali told

New nurses ready to serve Guyana

technology.

The graduates
completed the Ministry
of Health’s Professional
Nursing Hybrid
Training  Programme

the new nurses that they
are joining the frontline
at a critical moment,
as Guyana moves to
modernise its health
sector and respond to

growing demand for
care. He urged them to
uphold professionalism,
compassion and
excellence in a system
he said must combine
technology with
humanity.

“Treat the illness,
but never forget the
person,” the President
said, stressing

digital health, artificial
intelligence and
evidence-based practice
become  increasingly
central to  modern
medicine.

Health Minister
Dr Frank Anthony said
the graduating class
is the largest group of
registered nurses ever
produced in Guyana and
the first to complete the
hybrid training model.

He said the programme
was designed to widen
access to professional
nursing education by
reaching students across

that
nursing must retain its §
human touch even as E

ministry, the programme
was launched in 2023
as a government
scholarship initiative
that combines online

New nurses ready to serve Guyana

all regions of the country.
The cohort included
graduates from all 10
administrative regions.
Region Four produced
the highest number, with
186 nurses, followed by
Region Ten with 128 and
Region Six with 108.

According to the

theoretical ~instruction
with practical sessions
and supervised clinical
training. It drew 1,913
applications, of which
856 students enrolled.
A total of 669 completed
the programme,
representing a 78.2 per
cent completion rate.

During training,
students completed
1,535 hours of online
instruction, 230 hours
of hands-on practical
work at 12 skills and
simulation laboratories,

and 1,995 hours of
supervised clinical
rotations.

Officials said the
graduation marks

both a workforce boost
and a signal of the
government’s wider
health agenda: to expand
capacity, modernise
services and reduce
pressure on a system that
has long faced staffing
challenges.

The graduating
class  included 38
students who achieved
distinctions, 439 who
received credits and 198
who passed.

WORKING MOTHERS UPGRADE TO REGISTERED NURSES

VIA INNOVATIVE HYBRID PROGRAMME

After seven years of online learning and McGregorsaidthehybrid that while adapting also highlighted the
working as a nursing practical clinical training model removed a major to  online learning challenge of managing
assistant, Keisha allowed students to barrier for persons who required  adjustment, full-time work, family
Thomas has achieved would have struggled to the guidance of lecturers responsibilities and
the career milestone relocate for studies. and clinical instructors academic demands, but
she once thought would helped students said the achievement
be difficult to reach, successfully  complete was worth the effort.
becoming a registered the programme. The  Professional
nurse while balancing Similarly,  Region Nursing Hybrid Training
work, studies and family Five graduate Rena Programme forms part
responsibilities. Ketona McGregor Bowman praised the of the government’s

Thomas was among . initiative for allowing broader investment in
the first 669 graduates wasn’t challenging healthcare workers expanding access to
of the Ministry of becaqse I was to  improve  their tertiary education and
Health’s  Professional workingand studymg Rena Bowman Health Minister Dr qualifications  without strengthening Guyana’s
Nursing Hybrid Training at the same time. Frank Anthony presents  ]leaving their homes and healthcare system.
Programme. But I wanted it, and achieve their goals while ~Keisha Thomas withher  communities. By bringing

For Thomas, the anything that you remaining connected to —@ward “It reaches professional  training
programme  provided want, you’re going their communities. “We were able persons where they closer to communities,
the opportunity to to put your best foot For graduates from to train in our are. It allows us to the initiative is helping
pursue professional forward and put in Guyana’s hinterland respective regions, become registered to  produce @ more
advancement  without the work,” she said. regions, the programme which was an nurses without qualified nurses, create
having to step away She  encouraged represented a major advantage because a leaving our families new career pathways
from her job or personal other aspiring healthcare step towards expanding lot of persons have and communities. and build a stronger
commitments. professionals to take access to professional families and cannot Theinitiativeisreally healthcare workforce to

“It was a beautiful advantage  of  the healthcare training. leave their regions,” great,” Bowmansaid.  serve the country.
experience. I would programme, Toting Region Seven she said. Region Ten
be lying if I said it that the combination graduate Ketona McGregor  added graduate Lisa Joseph

Nearly 1,000 “We’re going

residents of Linden are
set to move closer to
securing legal ownership
of the lands they occupy
as the government
accelerates efforts to
regularise ~ properties
formerly owned by the
bauxite industry.
Speaking at a public
outreach in Linden, Vice
President Dr Bharrat

Jagdeo announced that National Industrial and being
currently Commercial Investments issue formal land titles.

the lands,

Nearly 1,000 Linden residents to gain land titles

managed by the

Limited are

to

(NICIL)
transferred

to try to accelerate
the titling for those
people who live on
those NICIL lands,
and they’re going to
work on a special
project,” Dr Jagdeo
stated.

The initiative
forms part of a broader
housing  strategy to
clear  backlogs and
expand homeownership
nationwide. Region Ten

Nearly 1,000 Linden residents to gain land titles

currently taces a housing
backlogofjust over 3,000
applicants;  however,
Dr Jagdeo assured that
sufficient house lots are
being prepared to clear
the local waiting list by
the end of next year.

While Region Four
retains thelargestbacklog
due to high demand, the
administration aims to
resolve allocations across
all other regions by the
end of 2027.














































































