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Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar says Trinidad and Tobago has made sig-

nificant progress in strengthening its energy and industrial sectors following high-

level talks with United States Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau. 

(pictured). The visit saw agreements and developments involving the Manakin–

Cocuina gas project, the proposed restoration of the former ISCOTT plant and new 

fuel-storage and bunkering infrastructure at Point Lisas, as the Government seeks to 

attract investment, create jobs and secure the country’s long-term energy future. 

Under the deal, ExxonMobil has resumed deep-water exploration in Trinidad and To-

bago, with seismic acquisition completed and analysis now underway, while BP has 

been given the green light to pursue the Manakin–Cocuina gas field.   

More stories inside

Under the Model Village Initiative, Suddie in Region Two will be signifi-

cantly transformed into a cleaner, safer, and more resilient community. The 

government aims to improve its infrastructure and create spaces that can sup-

port recreation, families and economic activity. Persons living in the commu-

nity were informed of the massive plan during an engagement with President 

Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali at the Suddie Primary School on Monday. Central to 

this transformation is a series of targeted infrastructure upgrades designed to 

improve drainage, accessibility, safety, recreation and the overall functionality 

of the community. Residents will benefit from the construction of approxi-

mately 4,158 metres of drains to improve water management and reduce the 

effects of flooding and waterlogging in the community.

T&T, US in oil, steel partnershipMajor upgrade for Seawall in Suddie
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REGISTRATION is now open for the Caribbean Tourism Organization’s 

(CTO) State of the Tourism Industry Conference (SOTIC) 2026, which will 

bring tourism leaders from across the Caribbean and beyond to Guyana from 

October 5–9. 

The conference, to be held at the Pegasus Corporate Suites in Georgetown, 

will be hosted under the theme, “Tourism Futures: Smart, Sustainable and In-

clusive.” 

According to the CTO, SOTIC 2026 will bring together tourism policy-

makers, industry professionals and other stakeholders for discussions on the is-

sues and opportunities shaping the future of the Caribbean’s tourism industry. 

The programme will feature the official State of the Tourism Industry 

presentation, along with sessions focusing on data and innovation, investment 

opportunities and cruise tourism. 

The conference will also feature the Caribbean Tourism Research Forum 

and the Regional Tourism Youth Congress, among other activities. 

Interested persons are being encouraged to secure their places and partici-

pate in the discussions shaping the future of Caribbean tourism. Registration is 

available through the official SOTIC 2026 website at : sotic.onecaribbean.org. 

Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce, Susan Rodrigues, previ-

ously said Guyana’s selection as host further positions the country as a major 

player in the development of meetings, incentives, conferences and exhibitions 

(MICE) tourism. 

Hosting the regional conference also comes as Guyana continues efforts to 

expand its tourism product and strengthen its presence within the Caribbean 

tourism market. 

The Caribbean Tourism Organization is the region’s tourism development 

and advocacy agency, 

comprising 25 Dutch-, 

English- and French-

speaking country mem-

bers, along with 

private-sector allied 

members. 

The organisation 

seeks to advance sustain-

able tourism develop-

ment across the region 

under its guiding princi-

ple, “One Sea, One 

Voice, One Caribbean.

Registration opens for Caribbean 
tourism conference in Guyana

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali
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On Monday, during a meeting with 

representatives of the Private Sector Com-

mission (PSC), Agriculture Minister, Hon. 

Zulfikar Mustapha, highlighted the signif-

icant growth in both poultry production 

and demand in Guyana over the past five 

years. 

Minister Mustapha was, at the time, 

providing private sector representatives 

with an overview of developments across 

the agriculture sector.  

While discussing the evolution of the 

poultry sector, Minister Mustapha said 

over the years, there has been a signifi-

cant increase in the production of chicken 

locally.  

“Over the years, we’ve seen an in-

crease in poultry demand in our country. 

In 2025, Guyana produced 91,382 tons of 

poultry. That is a 108.9 per cent increase 

when compared to what we produced in 

2020, which is just about 43,000 tons. 

This year, we are looking at a target of 

99,310 tons,” he explained. 

Despite the significant growth in pro-

duction, Minister Mustapha said demand 

continues to rise, with Guyana now 

among the countries with the highest per 

capita consumption of poultry meat. 

“If you look at Guyana, per capita, 

we are one of the largest consumers of 

poultry products. We consume more 

chicken, per capita, than the United States 

of America. I believe that the FAO stats 

show that Guyana’s poultry meat con-

sumption is approximately 77 kilograms 

per person annually. So, demand locally, 

leaving out people coming into the coun-

try, the oil and gas industry, and the hos-

pitality industry, will increase,” he said. 

The Minister said Government is 

therefore working with producers and 

other stakeholders to expand local pro-

duction and strengthen the industry’s ca-

pacity to meet growing demand. 

He noted that one of the measures 

being pursued is the development of a 

local hatching egg industry. Guyana cur-

rently uses approximately 54 million 

hatching eggs annually, and Government 

has signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with a company to estab-

lish infrastructure for the local production 

of hatching eggs. 

“As a government, we’ve been put-

ting systems in place by working with 

poultry producers. We’re also working to 

put systems in place to produce hatching 

eggs. We are using approximately 54 mil-

lion hatching eggs annually. We’ve signed 

an MoU with a company to commence 

the production of hatching eggs. In a year 

from now, we should see infrastructure in 

place,” he said. 

The Minister said the investment in 

local production is part of the Govern-

ment’s broader efforts to strengthen 

Guyana’s food security, build resilience 

within the poultry industry and contribute 

to the CARICOM initiative to reduce the 

region’s food import bill by 25 per cent 

by 2030.
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Minister Mustapha meets with the Private Sector Commission

Demand for chicken  
continues to rise: Mustapha


























































