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Suriname's former president Chandrikapersad Santokhi, who governed from 2020 to 

2025, died  suddenly on Monday at the age of 67, his successor and the South American 

country's current president said. 

"His many years of service in various public offices will be remembered," President 

Jennifer Simons said in a statement shared on  social media. A cause of death was not im-

mediately given. 

Guyana President Dr Irfaan Ali has expressed profound sadness at the passing of San-

tokhi, describing him as a “fine statesman” and a trusted friend of Guyana. 

The two are pictured above at a meeting in 2025. 

In a statement issued on behalf of the Government and people of Guyana, President 

Ali extended heartfelt condolences to the Government and people of Suriname, as well as 

to Santokhi’s family, noting that “a voice of wisdom has fallen silent” while also adding 

that “a friend has left us.” 

Santokhi,  chairman of Suriname's Progressive Reform Party, left office after last year's 

elections.  He won more votes as a member of parliament than any other  lawmaker, but his 

party finished closely behind Simons' National Dem-

ocratic Party, which  led to a coalition deal to install 

Simons as president. 

After leaving the presidency, Santokhi contin-

ued to serve as a member of parliament. 

As a  former police commissioner  and later, 

as  justice minister, Santokhi investigated the 1982 

killing of 15 leading government critics, and pushed 

for the case to  move ahead. Only one person survived 

the massacre that happened ay Fort Zeelandia. 

Former President Desi Bouterse, whom San-

tokhi defeated in  the 2020  election, was convicted in 

2019 of overseeing the operation and jailed for 20 

years. He later died in prison.   

More on Ali’s remarks on Page 21

Jamaica’s Reggae Boyz suffered a final heartbreak in their bid to reach 

to the FIFA Men’s World Cup for the first time since 1998 after they were 

beaten 1-0 in extra time by the Democratic Republic of Congo in their Inter-

Continental play-offs at Estadio Akron in Guadalajara, Mexico on Tuesday. 

After bravely battling the Central Africans to a 0-0 draw after regulation 

time, Axel Tuanzebe got the ball across from a corner in the 100th minute to 

take the DRC back to the World Cup for the first time since 1974, they qual-

ified as Zaire. Jamaica had failed to get an automatic spot in the World Cup 

after they were defeated by Curacao, held to a 0-0 draw at home on the final 

day of qualification. The Jamaicans, however, earned a spot in the inter-con-

tinental play-off on the basis of being one of the best second-placed teams 

and had beaten New Caledonia of Oceana in the semi-final game last Thurs-

day.  

Above, players from both teams are captured in the heat of the action 

before Congo scored the winning goal in the extra-time action.

Ali: Santokhi was a trusted friendJamaica loses World Cup bid
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By Milan Maharaj 

LJI REPORTER 

 

The federal government and the Province of Ontario 

have announced a new partnership designed to reduce 

housing related taxes and increase the supply of new 

homes, according to an announcement on March 30 from 

the Prime Minister’s office. 

The agreement includes a combination of tax meas-

ures and infrastructure funding intended to lower upfront 

costs for homebuyers and support residential construc-

tion across Ontario. 

Under the plan, the federal government and Ontario 

will work together to reduce housing related taxes on 

newly built homes. The announcement states that the full 

13 percent Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) will be removed 

on new homes valued up to $1 million. The measure 

would provide a maximum rebate of $130,000 and will 

apply to eligible purchase agreements signed between 

April 1, 2026 and March 31, 2027. 

For homes priced above $1 million, the rebate will 

gradually decline, with reduced amounts available for 

properties valued up to $1.5 million and partial relief con-

tinuing for higher-priced homes. The government esti-

mates the measure will deliver approximately $2.2 billion 

in tax relief. 

In addition to tax changes, the partnership includes 

a commitment to lower municipal development charges, 

which are fees applied to new construction to fund local 

infrastructure. The federal and provincial governments 

will jointly contribute up to $8.8 billion over 10 years to 

support infrastructure projects tied to housing develop-

ment. The funding is intended to enable municipalities 

to reduce development charges by as much as 50 percent 

for a period of three years. 

Development changes are typically used to finance 

infrastructure such as roads, water systems, and commu-

nity services. Municipalities will be expected to partici-

pate in reducing these charges, with all three levels of 

government contributing to the overall approach. 

Officials say the measures are intended to accelerate 

housing construction by lowering upfront costs for de-

velopers and homebuyers. The partnership also includes 

collaboration on transit and infrastructure projects de-

signed to support population growth and housing devel-

opment. Projects identified in the announcement include 

transit expansions in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton 

Area along the GO Train lines, a new light rail transit line 

in Toronto called the Waterfront East line, as well as plan-

ning work related to high speed rail connections between 

Toronto and Québec City.  

These initiatives are intended to support access to 

housing and employment by improving transportation 

links in growing communities.

Taxes on new housing lowered
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali and US Special Envoy and former Homeland 

Security Secretary Kristi Noem



4 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY APRIL 2 2026
��������	
�����
��������������������������	
���������

Guyana is 

its strategic partnership 

Guyana’s urgent 

“These systems 
are not inexpensive; 

they are very 
expensive,” the 

Guyana’s Revised 
Laws and Law Reports 

that such partnerships 

The engagement 
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The meeting betweeen President Ali and US Envoy 
Noem to tackle transnational crime

The meeting betweeen President Ali and US Envoy Noem to tackle transnational 
crime 

The meeting betweeen President Ali and US Envoy 
Noem to tackle transnational crime

The meeting betweeen President Ali and US Envoy 
Noem to tackle transnational crime 

The meeting betweeen 
President Ali and US 
Envoy Noem to tackle 
transnational crime 
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as “troubling”, 

“…we are hoping 
that this can be 
resolved as friends,” 

statement, the Guyanese 

raising the matter “in 
the spirit of dialogue 
and mutual respect”, 
while urging urgent 

creating unnecessary 

“Such steps are 
essential to ensuring 
that our relations 
continue to be 
guided by mutual 
respect and good 
neighbourliness,” he 

The issue arises 

President  Ali  and Suriname’s President, Dr Jennifer 
Geerlings-Simons
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as simple as tapping a 
Demerara Bank 

“In the next six 
months…a national 
payment platform 
must be fully 
operational,” the 

a “remarkable” 

“This is about 
families building 
wealth,”

Demerara Bank’s 
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New Demerara Bank branch opens at Beterverwagting 

New Demerara Bank branch opens at Beterverwagting New Demerara Bank branch opens at Beterverwagting 

New Demerara Bank branch opens at Beterverwagting 

must be Guyanese 

present in Guyana at the 

the grant represents 

“This was the 
easiest group to 
execute because 

we already had 
their bank account 
information and 
were already paying 
their salaries 
electronically,” he 

https://
. 

banks are assisting with 

call centre has been 

“There is 
absolutely no reason 
to worry,”

If you can’t do 
it today, you can do it 
tomorrow or the next 
day.”

The minister 

access issues, as tens 

that these challenges 

public interest in the 
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The agreement, 

“Small states cannot 
do it alone. We need 
strong partnerships 
at the regional 
and multilateral 

maintain their status as 

levels.”

climate change while 

agreement as “more 
than a document,” 
highlighting its 

technical exchanges 

the partnership will 

inherit a healthier, 

Development, Orlando Habet
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cultural exchange, 

The inaugural 

cultural enthusiasts, 

O r g a n i s e r s 

marks the beginning 

celebrate cultural 
heritage, signalling a 
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Minister of Housing 
Collin Croal
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architects, suppliers, 

“Housing and 
infrastructure are 
not just development 
priorities, they are 
n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g 
tools,”

“Guyana at 60: Building 
Strong Foundations 
for a Sustainable 
Future”, aligning with 

It 
means jobs, it means 
growth, and it means 
opportunity,” she 

Largest building expo expected in June

Trade and culture in focus at Dominican Republic 
Week launch 

Trade and culture in focus at Dominican Republic 
Week launch 
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experiencing what 

“era of opportunity” 

BBC World 
Questions at the Pegasus 

“Almost 15,000 
persons become 
owners of their own 
car every year,” 

that many businesses 

These 
are improvements 
in well-being that 
sometimes get 
glossed over, but they 
are very tangible and 
very real,”

“I want to urge 
young Guyanese 
people to take 
advantage of these 
opportunities,” he 

“This is a time 
for you to build your 
future in Guyana, 
contribute to national 
development, and 
be part of this era 
of unprecedented 
opportunity.”

Dr. Singh during a live taping of BBC World Questions

marginal price increases 

“all the tools in the 
toolkit

Guyana currently 

Starting Point

that while Guyana is 

�
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Bank is changing that, 

ensuring that skills meet 

“In terms of active 

employment, 1,837 
persons have secured 
jobs through the 
Job Bank,” Minister 

Starting Point

seekers register their 

The system then matches 
applicants with suitable 

The minister 

align with their skills 
Tell 

us what you have to 

to match you with a 
suitable job so that 
you can be productive 
and contribute to 
Guyana

highlighting that 

OVER 1,800 GUYANESE LAND JOBS 
THROUGH JOB BANK

�	
���	������	���
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Minister of Labour and 
Manpower Planning, 

Starting Point

Director of the Vreed en Hoop Shorebase Inc (VESHI), 
Nicholas Deygoo-Boyer

A section of the gathering during the launch of the 
part-time jobs initiative at the Diamond Secondary 
School
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while sustaining 

“This is a 
reminder that our 
history guides 
our present and 
strengthens our 
resolve for a resilient 
and prosperous 
Guyana,”

“Now, I believe 
we should return to 
the conversation of a 

security,” 

The naming 

Guyana’s newest 

Essequibo 
1899

“I’ve chosen a 
name for our next 
FPSO, and it’s 
called Essequibo 
1899 to refresh 
our memories of 
history

�����������������������	
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President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali

emerging as central 

Tea on 
the Terrace

“Climate and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
stewardship is 
not a gift only that 
we’re giving to the 
world; it is part of 
our new economy,” 

generate sustainable 

“The LCDS is a 
living framework 
that continues to 

country every day,” 
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Project Coordinator, Mangrove Restoration and Management Department, NAREI, 
Pradeepa Bholanath, Senior Director for Climate and REDD+, Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Vanessa Benn, Minister within the Ministry of Housing, Shyam Nokta, 
Founder, Environmental Management Consultants INC., Dr Ashni Singh, Senior 

they are generating real 

largest tranche yet, nine 
these sales is being Pradeepa Bholanath, Senior Director for Climate and 

REDD+, Ministry of Natural Resources
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Men on 
Mission

happens outside our 
communities,” she 

strategic planning, legal 

forgotten 
arm What 
happens inside 
our correctional 
institutions has a 
direct impact on what 

with punishment, 

a “prison avoidance 
system

We talk 
about rehabilitation, 
which is important, 
but before we get to 
prison, how do we 
avoid getting there?” 

Safe Country 
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Centre, the Guyana 

Strategic 
C o r r e c t i o n a l 
Leadership
Mental and 
Neurological Health

“Fostering Growth, 
Driving Synergy, and 
Securing the Future 
of Correction”.

management skills but 

with mental health ������	�
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Deputy Director of 
Prisons, Kevin Pilgrim
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making regular 

These centres will 

than awareness, it 

President Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali addressing 

Conference

Director of Prisons (ag), 
Nicklon Elliot

Oneidge Walrond

Dialysis patients  in 
Parika, Region Three, 
received monetary 
donations to ease the 
burden of treatment 

Dialysis patients  in 
Parika, Region Three, 
received monetary 
donations to ease the 
burden of treatment 
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“We’ve been waiting 
for climate funds 
forever

was clear: less talk, 

Caribbean, the path 

resilience in an 
increasingly uncertain 

the Caribbean are 

“In spite of all 
the advances in 
renewable energy, 
we’re still so reliant 
on fossil fuel,” he 

“either-or”

How 
could you really 
craft a development 

policy… it’s 
impossible,”
recalling times when 

But perhaps his 

Vice President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo at the 124th Special 
Meeting of the COTED Environment and Sustainable 
Development held at the Pegasus Hotel 

Vice President Dr. 
Bharrat Jagdeo at the 
124th Special Meeting of 
the COTED Environment 
and Sustainable 
Development held at the 
Pegasus Hotel 

it away,”

“the 
arms of the law are 
long”

a legal payment using 

Issues in the 
News, emphasising that 

clear message: the state 

“These are tainted 
monies. These are 
proceeds of crime, 
and the courts have 
found that they 
are the proceeds 
of crime,” Minister 

The 
state is taking them 
pursuant to our laws 
and depositing them 
in the Consolidated 
Fund.”

“He doesn’t have 

the mental acumen 
to appreciate that 
what he is doing 
is destroying the 
legal fabric of this 
country and striking 
at the heart of the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of justice,” the 

The payment 

step in strengthening 

“He will have to take 

Mohabir Anil Nandlall, SC
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“The legal 
profession is not an 
ordinary profession,” 

in the realities many 

gain practical experience 
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Mohabir Anil Nandlall addressing the aspiring 
attorneys

The gathering at the pinning ceremony
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That message was 

practical reality: when 

“When laws 
are consolidated, 
confusion is reduced. 
When confusion is 
reduced, disputes 
are minimised. 
When disputes 
are minimised, 
justice is 
strengthened,” the 

experience by bringing 

clarity can make a 

“A judgment 
unrecorded is a 
lesson lost,”

“Investors do not 
invest in uncertainty; 
they invest in 
clarity; they invest 
in predictability,” he 

stability, especially at a 

 

The launch of the Revised Laws of Guyana 2022 and 
the Guyana Law Reports (2008–2021)  

The launch of the Revised Laws of Guyana 2022 and 
the Guyana Law Reports (2008–2021)  

The launch of the Revised Laws of Guyana 2022 and the Guyana Law Reports 
(2008–2021)  
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“ E n t i r e 
communities depend 
on it, not only for 
employment, but for 
social stability and 
economic activity,” 

“Let us combine 

experience, and our 
shared commitment 

to restore the sugar 
industry to its state 
of viability,” he

“Born 
of Struggle, Built for 
Justice”.
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President  Ali delivers 
at GAWU’s 50th 
Anniversary held at 
ACCC

Members of GAWU

“away from just 

talk to getting into 
action”,
that while Guyana has 

in healthcare 

“It doesn’t take 
much to check on a 
patient,”
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Dr Frank Anthony, Minister of Health

Health professionals at  the workshop
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Despite the 

Issues in the News

“We do not 
control the judiciary 
or the magistracy,” 

“What the public is 
entitled to is fairness, 
professionalism and 
ethical conduct.”
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dig deep within

“Many times in life, we are preoccupied with so much discontent-
ment that we cannot appreciate what is before us,” 

living blessings” 

“The very fact that we are alive, the opportunities for our young 
people to own homes, to have jobs... these are blessings that we 
must never take for granted,”

divisive 
tactics” 
“One Guyana”
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GUYANA MAR

Hundreds of Guyanese Muslims came together at the Muslim 

-

“Ramadan was that period that allowed us to demonstrate and 

-

being charitable, and that we are capable of honouring our parents 

-

-

-

-
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“We recognise 
the beauty and 
experiences that 

in terms of heritage, 
wildlife and nature,” 

small, sustainable cruise 

like these represent 
Guyana, it is gaining 

partnerships with 

Miami Beach, where 

Captain Philippa 

������������	����	����
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�
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our culture and 
giving our creatives 
a space to shine,” he 

year’s Mashramani 

will challenge 
anybody anywhere to 
put together a team 
that can successfully 
deliver 20 events in 
that time to such a 
high standard,” he 

Minister within the 

“This is one of the 
few national events 
that spans the entire 
country, celebrating 

MASHRAMANI AWARDS HONOUR MASHRAMANI AWARDS HONOUR 
DESIGNERS AND PERFORMERSDESIGNERS AND PERFORMERS

Guyana welcomes MS Hebridean Sky cruise ship  

Guyana welcomes MS Hebridean Sky cruise ship  

areas such as training, 

M e a n w h i l e , 
the arena’s thrills, 

clear: the Rupununi is 

Rupununi Ranchers 

During a recent 

 

in the Rupununi 

Farmers’ Market, 

the Rupununi’s natural 

sustainable practices 

��
����
�	��������������������	�����������������

Minister Roderigues meeting with newly established 
Kumu Village Tourism Committee before the Rupununi 
Rancher Rodeo 

TRE_2370

Business etiquette training being conducted ahead of 
the Rupununi Ranchers Rodeo 
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PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has 

expressed profound sadness at the 

passing of former President of Suri-

name, Chandrikapersad Santokhi, 

describing him as a “fine states-

man” and a trusted friend of 

Guyana. 

In a statement issued on behalf 

of the Government and people of 

Guyana, President Ali extended 

heartfelt condolences to the Gov-

ernment and people of Suriname, as 

well as to Santokhi’s family, noting 

that “a voice of wisdom has fallen 

silent” while also adding that “a 

friend has left us.” 

Reflecting on their relationship, 

President Ali said the late Suri-

namese leader was “a brother 

forged not by blood but by convic-

tion.” 

The Head of State highlighted 

the strong personal and professional 

bond they shared during their time 

in office. 

He noted that both leaders 

worked closely together in advanc-

ing regional integration and cooper-

ation, particularly within 

CARICOM. 

“We were brothers in regional-

ism, standing shoulder to shoulder 

in the councils of CARICOM, 

labouring in the vineyards of unity 

when the harvest seemed distant, 

and the work was hard,” Dr Ali 

said. 

President Ali also credited San-

tokhi with strengthening bilateral 

relations between Guyana and Suri-

name, noting that under his leader-

ship, ties between the two 

neighbouring countries blossomed. 

He underscored the shared his-

tory and interconnected future of 

both nations, stating that the river 

which divides the two countries also 

connects them and that the prosper-

ity of one country cannot be sepa-

rated from the other. 

Describing Santokhi as a leader 

of “quiet strength,” the President 

said he served his country with ded-

ication and humility, leaving behind 

a legacy that will endure. 

On a personal note, he added 

that Santokhi’s friendship made 

“the burdens of leadership lighter 

and the triumphs sweeter.” 

“The region has lost a fine 

statesman… Guyana has lost a 

friend, one who gave of himself 

freely and without pretence,” he 

said. 

President Ali further offered 

comfort to Santokhi’s family, ex-

pressing hope that they find solace 

in his legacy, and honouring his life 

as one well lived, noting: “The sun 

sets now on a life well lived… but 

the light of his example will not 

fade.”

President Ali describes former Suriname 
President Santokhi as ‘trusted friend’

Chandrikapersad Santokhi — passed away

ADVERTISING 
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challenges with site 

“There 
were some delays at 
the start, but we are 
pleased with how the 
project is advancing,” 
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���������	�		��
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����
��	����	�����

Álya

100 kilometres of Linden-Mabura Road paved

Drone shot of works on the road

Drone image of Wales Commercial Zone under 
development

a healthcare system that emergency care as a 

Recently, Minister 

system strengthens 

bias, while making 

Minister Benn 

“This commercial 
zone is vital. We want 
owners of heavy-
duty machinery 
and equipment to 
have a coordinated, 
dedicated space to 
operate. It’s about 
supporting organised 
economic activity and 
making life easier 
for businesses,” she 

“These ambulances 
are more than 
vehicles, they are 
lifelines that will 
strengthen our 
emergency services 
and ensure people 
get the care they need 
when every second 
counts,”

integrate seamlessly with 

https://tint.
moha.gov.gy

by integrating 

spaces, ensuring that 
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Regional hospitals get new ambulances 

on vehicles

New tint waiver portal 
launched
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“This is your 
moment,”

“What we 
do is in service to the 
people to respond 
to a need and a 
necessity.”

Minister within the 

programme programme 
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��������������������	
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experience in business 

partnerships with the 
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�����������������
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their location, can 
access expert advice 
and provide the same 
standard of care to 
patients,”

The Ministry 

Guyanese can can access timely clinical 

“This platform 
allows healthcare 
workers to present 
complex cases and 
receive guidance 
from a network 
of specialists,” Dr 

said. “By 

learning from real-
life cases and sharing 
experiences, we 
can standardise 
care, reduce 
medical errors, and 
ultimately improve 
patient outcomes 
across Guyana.”

Project ECHO 
creates a network 
where healthcare 
providers, no matter 

female graduates

chair the Board of Industrial Training

Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony, along with 
Executive Director of Mount Sinai Guyana, Dr Rachel 
Vreeman [left] and Director of Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCD) programme, Dr Lactchmie Lall [right]
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“The 
countries in the 
Caribbean remain 

amongst the most 
vulnerable in the 
world to more 
frequent and extreme 
natural disasters, 
external shocks, 
and global economic 
volatility. Our access 

to resources and 

limited, while our 

tight,

risk management 

helping Caribbean 

 “The question 
before us is not 
whether change is 
coming. It is whether 
we as a region are 
prepared to shape it,” 

Minister Parag 

.
“When a machine 

can generate an 
answer, the value 
shifts from the 
answer itself to the 
thinking behind it,” 

Connectivity 
without competence 
is merely noise,” she 

Minister Parag 

inaugural Caribbean 

 
“test-taking” 

 “An algorithm 
can provide a 
fact, but it cannot 
provide mentorship, 
e m o t i o n a l 
intelligence, or moral 
guidance,” 

ensuring that learning 


���������	���
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with practical skills that 

NEW VOCATIONAL CENTRE FOR THOMAS LANDS NEW VOCATIONAL CENTRE FOR THOMAS LANDS 

Dr Ashni Singh at the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) Annual Meetings in Paraguay 

Minister of Education, 
Sonia Parag

Dr Ashni Singh at the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) Annual Meetings in Paraguay 

Minister of Education Sonia Parag, addressing 
the 2026 Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) 
Ministerial Forum

Students from the Government Technical Institute are 
partaking in TVET courses
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“Polycrisis” was 

partners are stepping up 

the Prime Minister 

“These meetings have 
been both valuable 
and productive, 
auguring well for 
the development 
of strategic 
partnerships,” he 

engagements with 

The Prime Minister 

strengthen capacity, 

Climate change, he 

resilient agriculture, 

The Prime 

cultural ties linking 

Prime Minister Phillips 
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Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d),  Mark Phillips

passengers alike, a week 

the training as timely, 

training strengthens 

with the analytical 

The training brought 
together a broad cross-
section of key aviation 
stakeholders 

The training brought 
together a broad cross-
section of key aviation 
stakeholders

The training brought 
together a broad cross-
section of key aviation 
stakeholders
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“Safe 

Consumers”.
“While our 

economy is growing 
rapidly, protecting 
c o n s u m e r s 
remains a priority. 
Development must 
go hand in hand 
with fairness, 

transparency, and 
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y , ” as well as the Guyana 

ensuring businesses 
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compliant supplier
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emphasising the 

We have 
proven that we can 
deliver results. Now, 
we must decide, will 
we manage AIDS, or 
will we end it?” he 

partners, the 

message was clear: 

can turn a public health 

This progress 
did not happen by 
accident. It happened 
because governments 
invested in treatment. 
It happened because 
of our collective 
work to provide 
dignity and care…it 

shows us something 
important: that 
when the Caribbean 
commits to a 

challenge, it can 
deliver results,” he 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

therapy access, 

accessibility, while 

Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony, with the multi-sectoral team at the Tenth 
Meeting of the National AIDS Programme

Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony
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big impact: Guyana is 

these changes represent 

a better chance at a 

Minister Dr Frank 

will make treatment 

is the training 
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Patients are 

healthcare, as Guyana’s 

with the public health 

The results are 

access, the system 

healthcare system in 

PATIENTS EMBRACE ONLINE BOOKING ATPATIENTS EMBRACE ONLINE BOOKING AT
 FESTIVAL CITY POLYCLINIC FESTIVAL CITY POLYCLINIC

The handing over of the devices
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remain central as the 

�������������������	
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that is reshaping 

animals since its launch 

multiple shipments, 

Minister Mustapha 

with each new lamb 
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Barbados’ Minister of Agriculture and Food and 
Nutritional Security, Dr. Shantal Munro-Knight

The lamb nicknamed 
“Ruth”

Part of the assessment 
on the feasibility 
of establishing a 
sustainable pork 
industry within the 
country 

Minister of Agriculture 

IDB Country 
Representative Lorena 

Part of the assessment 
on the feasibility 
of establishing a 
sustainable pork 
industry within the 
country 

Daily’s Premium Meats, 

“This initiative 
represents an 
important step 
in exploring 
how Guyana can 

strengthen its 
agricultural sector, 
enhance food 
security, and create 
new economic 
opportunities,”

a broader vision 
of a sector that is 
better informed, 
better equipped, 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y 
stronger, and more 
responsive to the 
needs of farmers, 
consumers, and 
markets,”

making Guyana’s 

is the enhancement 

These 
are not isolated 
i n t e r v e n t i o n s . 

its alignment with 

“The SADP 
clearly achieves its 
objectives of assisting 
farmers to enhance 
their productivity 
and improve their 
livelihoods. It has 
also strengthened 
our agricultural 
institutions and 
modernised the 
systems that 
guide the sector in 
Guyana,”

Minister Mustapha 
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What emerges 

the Rupununi Miners 

arrangement has 

“We used to 
break the big rocks 
with our hands and 
sledge,”

Now we 
have crushers… the 
whole process is far 
easier.”

presence in the area, 

management strategies, 

“It was 
unregulated, and 

now you can see that 
the main players 
are here,

the engagements 

much more 
organised”, while 

mining is bringing 

in the area, while 
ensuring that mining 

greater structure, 


�����	�����		
����
�
��	�������	�
���������	
����		������
�	

	����	�������
�	

David Benjamin, a miner 
since 1988

Chairman of the SRDC, 
Toshao Nicholas 
Fredericks

GGMC along with the RMA took leaders of the SRDC on 
a guided tour around the mining operations in Marudi

that the new system will 

“We have a space 
set so that people on 
the roadway can sell 
safely. When they 

will collapse their 
tables and stalls, and 
we will continue to 
improve the tarmac 
to a more all-weather 
surface,” the minister 

carriageway, creating 

“I’m happy with the 
number I pulled since 
I will be at the front 
part. I’m glad the 
minister came out 
so we can have more 
space on the road,” 

VENDORS RELOCATED TO VENDORS RELOCATED TO 
SAFER SPACES AT LAGRANGESAFER SPACES AT LAGRANGE

The activity to relocate the vendors from the roadway  

Guyanese women who completed the AccelerateHer 
Programme

entrepreneurs take their 

partnership with the 

balancing business 

gaining practical skills in 
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Minister Charles 

years, the ministry 
“ T h i s 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
has brought life to 
the communities 
at night,” Minister 

Now 
people have safe 
spaces to sit, relax, 
and exercise. 
Families can come 
together, and 
everyone has a place 

to enjoy outdoor 
activities, even after 
hours

accessible walkways, 

����������	��
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Lights installed at the Good Hope community ground

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, Charles Ramson 
Jr, is engaging with residents

������������������������	��	�������������������	

“This is the story 
we want for every 
young person in 
Guyana,”
stressing that the 

“Tea on the 
Terrace”

“We see 
t r e m e n d o u s 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
opening up,”

businesses manage 

You 
can sit in your living 
room and empower 
yourself,” 

that Guyana’s 

timely assistance can be 

training strengthens 

The Mass Casualty 

partnership with the 

stressing that such 

Participants came 
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President Ali and the Demerara Bank Limited 
Beterverwagting Branch Manager

President Ali and Komal Samaroo, Chairman of 
Demerara Distillers Limited (DDL) and Demerara 
Bank Limited (DBL)

Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony, along with 
participants and representatives from the University 
of Miami and the US Air Force, at the mass casualty 
management training

Participants attending the mass casualty management 
training
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ministers, technical 

“We were able to 
walk the community 

today and identify 
some key issues,” he 

“We can’t wait 
anymore. We are here 
to work directly with 
the communities to 
address key issues,” 

“We want to 
ensure your children 
have a clean, 
wholesome space,” 

Meanwhile, Minister 
within the Ministry 

��������		
��	��
��	�
�		��������		
�
�

���	�	
��������	����
���	

President Irfaan Ali interacting with a resident of East 
Ruimveldt

President Irfaan Ali interacting with a resident of East Ruimveldt 

President Irfaan Ali interacting with a resident of East 
Ruimveldt

During a recent site 

“Even though this 
stand is already 
assembled and 
the roof is being 
installed, the sealant 
only arrived … The 
sealant is critical 
for it to be installed 
before the seats 
go in,”

while his ministry 
cricket, athletics, 

You 
have a huge tarmac, 
so you can have lots 
of sports being played 
there… Everybody 

who wants to use the 
facility now has that 
space,” the minister 

Meanwhile, the New 

while creating 

“This 
stadium will catalyse 
development, similar 
to what was seen 
around the Guyana 
National Stadium in 
Providence,”

EAST BERBICE PREPARES FOR NEW STADIUM EAST BERBICE PREPARES FOR NEW STADIUM 
AND SYNTHETIC TRACK AND SYNTHETIC TRACK 

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport, Charles Ramson 
Jr, inspects ongoing works at the stadium

New Amsterdam Synthetic Track
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Proudly illuminated in the Golden Arrowhead’s signature hues, the Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara 

River Bridge stands as a symbol of national unity and progress.

Photo by Delano Williams/Guyana Chronicle
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SOME $6.2 billion has been dis-

bursed to 62,026 citizens directly into 

their bank accounts, in what Senior 

Minister in the office of the President 

with Responsibility for Finance, Dr 

Ashni Singh has described as an early 

but significant step towards a fully dig-

ital Guyana. 

In an update on the national cash 

grant initiative on Monday, Dr Singh 

recalled that the rollout began with 

central government employees, includ-

ing public servants, teachers and mem-

bers of the disciplined services. 

In this first phase, 48,858 such 

employees had their grants credited di-

rectly to their bank accounts. 

Meanwhile, in the subsequent 

phase which focused on wider public 

access via a dedicated online portal at 

cashgrant.gov.gy, saw some 26,639 

people successfully completing 

self‑registration. 

Of these, payments have already 

been processed for 13,168 people, who 

have begun receiving their grants and 

are expected to have all funds credited 

within 24 hours. 

Meanwhile, a further 22,611 indi-

viduals have started the process and 

are at various stages of completion. 

Dr Singh urged those who have 

not yet completed registration to log in 

again, particularly at times of lower 

traffic, acknowledging that heavy de-

mand has caused delays for some 

users. 

He stressed that the online cash 

grant system marks “an early step” in 

building a culture in which Guyanese 

routinely apply for and receive govern-

ment services online. 

“We’re trying to build up a culture 

where people become accustomed to 

applying for things online and receiv-

ing the delivery of their services on-

line, and we recognise that this is 

going to be a learning process for 

everybody,” the finance minister said. 

Linking the initiative to President 

Dr Irfaan Ali’s wider “Digital Guyana” 

vision, Dr Singh said the long‑term 

goal is for citizens to be able to access 

a broad range of services remotely, in-

cluding birth and marriage certificates, 

passports, driver’s licences, tax returns, 

and national insurance scheme (NIS) 

services. 

“It’s going to be a learning 

process for us as we develop these 

platforms and as we refine them, and 

it’s going to be a learning process for 

our citizens too as they become com-

fortable submitting applications digi-

tally and receiving services digitally,” 

he said, adding: “We’re going to con-

tinue to work to refine the ease with 

which and the smoothness with which 

the platform is working.” 

He reassured the public that no el-

igible person would be left out, even if 

they face persistent difficulties with the 

portal or do not have a bank account. 

While citizens are encouraged to 

open accounts to benefit from direct 

transfers, Dr Singh said a subsequent 

phase would cater specifically for 

those without bank accounts, ensuring 

they still receive their grants. 

“We encourage you to open a 

bank account, and if you choose not to 

open a bank account or not to use your 

bank account to receive this cash grant, 

you’re still going to get your cash 

grant, because a subsequent phase is 

going to be rolled out to address those 

people who don’t have bank accounts,” 

he affirmed. 

He stressed that the government 

remains at the service to the people 

and is committed to improving the 

quality at which services are delivered.
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$6.2 billion already disbursed to 
citizens as cash grants continue

Finance Minister, Dr Ashni Singh

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WE HELP FAMILIE

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ES RSAVE ON FUNERAAL COS

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

STS

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Canaddiian 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Made: Affordabl

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

le 

tlet 

34

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Caskets, Urns, Flowers, 

Headstones and more.

www.casketfactory.ca

ronto Casket Factory Out

-905-502-033

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Tor

1-

As part of the Government’s ongoing efforts to monitor and support large-

scale agricultural investments, Agriculture Minister Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha met 

on Tuesday with representatives of the consortium spearheading the commercial 

cultivation of corn and soya beans in Guyana to receive an update on cultivation 

and production activities. 

During the engagement, the consortium provided an overview of the initia-

tive, noting that current production levels indicate Guyana is moving closer to 

becoming self-sufficient and a net exporter of both commodities. 

The initiative forms a central component of Guyana’s strategy to reduce de-

pendence on imported corn and soya, which are vital inputs for livestock and 

poultry feed. 

His Excellency, President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali has underscored that the 

development of a robust corn and soya industry will position Guyana not only to 

achieve self-sufficiency, but also to become a major supplier within the 

Caribbean, supporting regional food security and reducing vulnerability to exter-

nal supply shocks.

Mustapha eyes corn, soybeans industry
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