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The Trinbago Knight Riders are champions 

of the Caribbean Premier League once again, 

clinching their fifth title after defeating the 

Guyana Amazon Warriors in a nail-biting final at 

the Providence National Stadium in Guyana. 

The Warriors, who won the toss and chose to 

bat, struggled to build momentum and managed 

only 130 runs from their allotted 20 overs. Many 

fans and analysts have since criticized skipper 

Imran Tahir’s decision to bat first, calling it a 

costly gamble. 

In pursuit of 131, TKR faced anxious mo-

ments. Tahir gave his side a brief spark of hope in 

the 16th over when he dismissed Kieron Pollard 

and Andre Russell off consecutive deliveries. 

Shortly after, opener Alex Hales—who anchored 

the innings with 26 off 34 balls—fell to Shamar 

Joseph in the 17th over, sparking further nerves as 

TKR lost three wickets in just five deliveries. 

But the experienced Akeal Hosein, blasting 

16 off 7 balls, combined with Kacey Carty to 

steady the chase and carry TKR to victory by 

three wickets. 

The Knight Riders become only the second 

team in CPL history to win the title after progress-

ing through both the eliminator and semifinal 

stages—the Jamaica Tallawahs being the first to 

achieve the feat. More on Page 28

TKR defeat Guyana to win CPL Crown
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On Monday, Agriculture Minister, 

Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha, along with Minis-

ter of Public Service, Government Effi-

ciency, and Implementation, Hon. Zulfikar 

Ally, met with a group of cane farmers 

from the Corentyne Coast as part of ongo-

ing government engagement to fully utilize 

lands to increase productivity. 

Minister Mustapha said that the gov-

ernment was working with the cane farm-

ers to develop 35,000 acres to cultivate 

cane, citrus, and coconuts. 

“Last week, President Ali met with a 

number of cane farmers from the Upper 

Corentyne area, and he instructed that I, 

along with other ministers, work with the 

groups. We have a number of farmers who 

indicated that they were interested in get-

ting back into cane cultivation, while oth-

ers said that they wanted to cultivate citrus 

and coconuts. We’ve already begun to map 

out the area to do the necessary soil testing. 

We’ve also engaged the Private Sector to 

construct a juice plant so that the citrus 

being planted there can be extracted and 

processed into juices,” he noted. 

While speaking on cane cultivation at 

Skeldon, Minister Mustapha said that Guy-

SuCo is expected to cultivate approxi-

mately 1,000 hectares by the end of 

November. 

“GuySuCo has already started the 

cultivation of cane in Skeldon. Hopefully, 

by the end of November, they will be culti-

vating approximately 1,000 hectares, with 

the eventual target being 5,000 hectares 

cultivated by the corporation at Skeldon. 

Also, with the additional farmers who have 

between 10,000 to 12,000 acres, cane culti-

vation will see a turnaround at Skeldon,” 

he added. 

Minister Mustapha also said that, as it 

relates to infrastructure to support the culti-

vation of the various crops, a contract was 

awarded for the construction of an 18-kilo-

meter all-weather road to support the initia-

tive. He also said that the government, 

through the ministry’s National Drainage 

and Irrigation Authority (NDIA), will be 

establishing the main drainage and irriga-

tion infrastructure. 

“Farmers had requested that we up-

grade the Moleson Creek road to an all-

weather road. The contract was awarded 

for work to commence on the construction 

of an 18-kilometer all-weather road. The 

cost for that is just over $800 million. That 

is one of the main projects in that area and 

it is expected to start shortly. From the 

ministry, we’ll be working with the farmers 

to develop all of the main drainage canals 

and other infrastructure to enhance the 

area,” Minister Mustapha said. 

Last Wednesday, H.E. President Dr. 

Mohamed Irfaan Ali met with a group of 

cane farmers at the Skeldon Estate, during 

which the Head of State emphasized the 

importance of linking state support to re-

sults on the ground. He told the farmers 

that ongoing government investments in 

infrastructure must be matched by tangible 

increases in productivity. 

During his address, the President laid 

out an ambitious vision for a multi-crop 

agricultural model where traditional sugar-

cane cultivation can co-exist with high-

value crops such as citrus. He said this 

transition would be guided by scientific 

planning, supported by modern technology, 

and driven by market needs. 
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Guyana moves to develop 35,000 
acres to boost agriculture productivity

Agriculture Minister Zulfikar Mustapha
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gram | Francophone Minority Communities Student Pilot.  
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pouchelonlaw@gmail.com.  
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THE Tourism & Hospitality Association of Guyana (THAG) Executive 

Team, on Monday, met with the newly appointed Minister of Tourism, Industry 

and Commerce, Susan Rodrigues, in a bid to foster collaboration and align strate-

gic priorities for the country’s tourism sector. 

During the meeting, discussions centred on Minister Rodrigues’ initiatives 

aimed at advancing tourism and hospitality in Guyana. THAG shared key sec-

toral issues and proposals, exploring potential partnerships to support the Min-

istry’s plans and promote broader industry development. 

THAG expressed satisfaction with the inaugural engagement, reaffirming its 

commitment to strengthening public-private partnerships, facilitating constructive 

dialogue, and advancing advocacy efforts to ensure the sustainable growth of 

Guyana’s tourism and hospitality industry. 

The meeting marks an important step in fostering co-operation between the 

government and private stakeholders as the nation seeks to enhance its tourism 

offerings and strengthen economic opportunities within the sector.

THAG, Minister Rodrigues to boost tourism, hospitality sector
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

21st Century Healthcare System
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GUYANA’S health sector is stand-

ing at the cusp of a technological revo-

lution. For decades, the country’s 

hospitals and clinics have struggled with 

inefficiencies, shortages of essential 

drugs, expired medications gathering 

dust in storerooms, and patients forced 

to endure long waiting times for basic 

services. 

These gaps have eroded public con-

fidence in the healthcare system, and ex-

posed weaknesses that became even 

more glaring during the COVID-19 pan-

demic. 

It is against this backdrop that Pres-

ident Dr. Irfaan Ali’s announcement of a 

sweeping modernisation of the health-

care system must be understood. 

The overhaul of the Material Man-

agement Unit (MMU), supported by 

Ernst & Young, signals the government’s 

intent to place Guyana among the ranks 

of countries deploying artificial intelli-

gence (AI) and digital systems to man-

age critical medical supply chains. 

This is not merely a cosmetic 

change; it addresses the very core of a 

long-standing problem: Inefficiency and 

waste in drug procurement and distribu-

tion. 

The construction of regional drug 

bonds across five regions is particularly 

significant. For too long, hinterland and 

rural health facilities have faced chronic 

shortages due to logistical bottlenecks. 

An AI-driven supply chain, com-

plete with real-time alerts and predictive 

analytics, promises to ensure that drugs 

reach patients before shortages or 

spoilage occur. If implemented effec-

tively, it will mean fewer mothers turned 

away without prenatal vitamins, fewer 

patients struggling to access insulin, and 

fewer communities waiting weeks for 

basic supplies. 

Equally transformative is the move 

towards digitising patient records. 

The Georgetown Public Hospital 

Corporation has already begun this 

process, with a nationwide rollout ex-

pected by 2026. 

In a country where paper files are 

still shuffled from desk to desk, this shift 

will bring greater accuracy, accountabil-

ity, and accessibility. An electronic 

health record system also enables conti-

nuity of care, ensuring that a patient’s 

medical history follows them across fa-

cilities and regions, reducing the risk of 

errors, and improving treatment out-

comes. 

The pilot Online appointment sys-

tem at the Festival City Polyclinic is an-

other welcome step. 

If scaled into a national app-based 

service, this initiative could finally ad-

dress one of the most frustrating aspects 

of Guyanese healthcare: The endless 

queues at clinics and hospitals. Appoint-

ments booked in advance, notifications 

sent directly to patients, and integration 

with the electronic records system could 

save time, cut down overcrowding, and 

restore dignity to the patient experience. 

Beyond efficiency, the govern-

ment’s US$15 million investment in a 

Level Three laboratory system and pan-

demic preparedness is critical. 

COVID-19 taught the world that 

disease surveillance is no longer op-

tional, it is a matter of national security. 

By upgrading labs, recruiting spe-

cialists, and strengthening pandemic re-

sponse mechanisms, Guyana is aligning 

itself with international best practices 

while ensuring its population is not left 

vulnerable when the next health crisis 

emerges. 

At the same time, President Ali has 

rightly emphasised that modernisation 

must not overshadow prevention. With 

25 new health centres established in the 

last three years, and another 10 on the 

way, the government is placing services 

closer to the people. 

Each of these centres is expected to 

provide at least 116 services, including 

screenings for non-communicable dis-

eases like diabetes and hypertension, 

which are among the leading causes of 

illness and death in Guyana. 

Complementary initiatives such as 

the School Health Programme and the 

Women’s Health Programme, which will 

expand breast cancer screenings, under-

score a commitment to tackling health is-

sues at their roots. Early detection, 

regular checkups, and improved access 

to data can save lives and reduce the bur-

den on hospitals in the long run. 

The road ahead, however, will not 

be without challenges. Technology can 

only deliver results if matched by trained 

personnel, robust infrastructure, and con-

sistent oversight. Implementation gaps, 

corruption risks, and the digital divide 

could easily undermine these reforms. 

To succeed, the government must 

pair investment in systems with invest-

ment in people: doctors, nurses, techni-

cians, and administrators who are 

empowered to adapt to these changes. 

Still, the scale and ambition of the 

current reforms cannot be dismissed. 

Guyana is laying the foundation for a 

healthcare system that is not only more 

efficient but also more humane, equi-

table, and resilient. 

When these reforms are sustained, 

2026 may well be remembered as the 

year Guyana’s health sector finally en-

tered the 21st Century.

416-281-3333

Dear Editor, 

FOR too long, tourism in Guyana 

and much of the wider Caribbean has 

been imagined primarily in terms of 

natural wonders—forests, rivers, and 

beaches. While these remain invalu-

able, a more powerful and sustainable 

form of tourism is emerging world-

wide: lifestyle tourism. 

This is not about monuments or 

“big events” but about the rhythms of 

daily life—how and where people 

gather, eat, drink, and socialise. In this 

sense, what’s in a name is everything: 

lifestyle tourism signals not just travel, 

but participation in a modern way of 

living. 

In Guyana, the traditional rum 

shop has long been a social hub, espe-

cially for men. But its culture often 

leans toward overconsumption, quar-

rels, and exclusion. Modern tourism, 

and modern society, requires different 

spaces. Open-air cafés, stylish restau-

rants, rooftop bars, and riverside ter-

races represent not just new physical 

places but new cultural habits: meeting 

to converse, to network, to share ideas, 

to enjoy food and music in a welcom-

ing environment for men and women, 

young and old, Indo-Guyanese and 

Afro-Guyanese alike. 

Just as Parisian cafés became sym-

bols of intellectual and cultural vitality, 

and London’s pubs evolved into gastro-

bars attracting global visitors, Guyana 

too can reimagine its social venues as 

places of refinement, creativity, and in-

clusivity. 

Paris has turned the café into an 

emblem of urban sophistication, where 

tourists and locals alike gather for con-

versation and leisure. London has mod-

ernised the pub into a cosmopolitan 

space blending tradition with innova-

tion. 

Brazil’s beach bars and botecos 

showcase a lifestyle of music and com-

munity, attracting global admiration. 

Caribbean neighbors are slowly 

shifting from rum-shop stereotypes to 

open-air restaurants and entertainment 

districts that welcome families and visi-

tors. 

These examples show that lifestyle 

tourism thrives not in grand monuments 

but in the small, everyday places where 

people gather. 

Guyana today stands at a cross-

roads. With rapid economic growth and 

international attention, the country must 

project an image of modernity. One 

powerful way to do this is to reimagine 

the social spaces that define daily life.  

Open-air cafés in Georgetown, 

riverfront terraces in Berbice, seafood 

courts in Essequibo, and family-

friendly bars across Linden or Bartica 

could all become lifestyle tourism an-

chors.  

These spaces would offer not only 

recreation but also opportunities for 

small business growth, creative indus-

tries, and cross-cultural exchange. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Walter H. Persaud

Lifestyle Tourism: What’s in a name?



By Denise Singh 

LJI REPORTER 

 

A builders’ group in the Greater 

Toronto Area is urging governments to 

step in as new home sales continue to 

languish at what it calls “rock bottom 

levels.” 

A report released by Altus Group 

for the Building Industry and Land De-

velopment Association (BILD) shows 

just 300 new homes sold across the 

GTA in August, a 42 per cent decline 

from the same month in 2024. 

Of those sales, only 118 were con-

dominiums or stacked townhouses, 

while 182 were single-family homes.  

“GTA new home sales in August 

2025 remained at rock bottom levels,” 

said Edward Jegg, research manager at 

Altus Group. “New launches—espe-

cially high-rise projects—over the past 

year have been at a record low, even as 

completions have reached record 

highs.” 

Condo sales plunged 59 per cent 

from a year earlier and sit 90 per cent 

below the 10-year average, the report 

noted.  

Single-family home sales fell 21 

per cent year over year and are down 

59 per cent compared with the 10-year 

norm. 

Jegg warned that the steep decline 

in sales, combined with a surge in com-

pleted builds, could put construction 

jobs at risk.  

“As more projects wrap up, 

tradespeople face the growing likeli-

hood of unemployment, adding pres-

sure to the wider economy,” he said. 

 

 

Justin Sherwood, BILD’s senior 

vice-president of communications, re-

search, and stakeholder relations, 

echoed that concern.  

“With pre-construction inventory 

dropping dramatically, the signs are 

clear that the new residential sector in  

 

the GTA is basically stopping,” he 

said. 

BILD is calling for federal and 

provincial action, including suspending 

the GST on new homes priced under $1 

million and urging municipalities to re-

duce fees and development charges. 

 

According to the report, the 

benchmark price for a new single-fam-

ily home sold in August was 

$1,462,342, while the benchmark price 

for a new condominium was 

$1,028,782.
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Condo sales have plunged 59 per cent from a year ago

Toronto experiencing severe housing 
downturn, only 118 condos sold in August

Transport Canada audit confirms 
strong aviation security at CJIA

A TRANSPORT Canada team has 

completed a comprehensive assessment 

of aviation security operations at the 

Cheddi Jagan International Airport 

(CJIA), reaffirming Guyana’s adherence 

to international standards. 

The evaluation, conducted in a 

manner similar to the U.S. Transporta-

tion Security Administration (TSA) re-

views, follows Guyana’s successful 

outcome in a recent International Civil 

Aviation Organization (ICAO) Universal 

Security Audit Programme (USAP) 

audit. 

During the assessment, auditors ex-

amined all critical aspects of aviation se-

curity, including screening procedures, 

infrastructure, operational practices, and 

regulatory oversight. Their review found 

no issues of significant concern, sig-

nalling that Guyana’s aviation sector 

continues to maintain a robust and effec-

tive security framework. 

CJIA’s Security Director, Mr. Man-

mohan Balram, welcomed the positive 

outcome, describing it as a reflection of 

the airport’s commitment to passenger 

safety. “The findings of the Transport 

Canada team reaffirm our commitment 

to maintaining the highest security stan-

dards. This positive outcome is a testa-

ment to the hard work and dedication of 

our security personnel and aligns with 

our goal of ensuring the safety of all pas-

sengers and air travel operations,” Bal-

ram said. A Canadian official works with a CJIA official during the inspection



By Former Guyana President  

 Donald Ramotar 

 

The United Nations General As-

sembly (UNGA) is meeting for the 80th 

time since its formation in 1945. On this 

occasion it is confronted by some of the 

issues that it had pledged to never hap-

pen again at the time that it was formed. 

Wars and threats of wars are raging in 

many parts of the world.  

Without doubt though, the situation 

that is facing the Palestinian people is 

the worst of all. Every day for more than 

seven hundred days, we listen to the 

news to be informed how many Pales-

tinians were killed in the Gaza in partic-

ular but on the West Bank of the Jordan 

and in East Jerusalem as well. 

A genocide is being carried out in 

plain view of the whole world! 

At the time of writing, on the 710th 

day of the massacre some 65,000 per-

sons were killed by bombs or bullets 

fired by the Israeli army. Of these 75% 

are women and children. All these 

killings were deliberate as it is clear that 

the intention of the Netanyahu regime is 

to kill every single person if they do not 

remove themselves from the Gaza and 

the West Bank. 

Many experts believe that the real 

number of dead are much higher than the 

known figure. Thousands are missing, 

believed to be under the mountain of 

rubble that is Gaza today. Hundreds have 

died from starvation and thousands more 

from injuries caused by the shootings 

and bombing of the population. At the 

same time starvation is taking even more 

lives.  

Some educated guesses believe that 

as much as six hundred and eighty thou-

sand (680,000) is the real death toll.  

The massacre is both indiscriminate 

and targeted. So far, we know that 1581 

heath workers are among the murdered, 

252 journalists and 346 United Nations 

staff members are among the targeted 

killings. 

As we write these few lines, Gaza 

city is being flattened by Israel’s air 

force.  

The condition of existence is really 

horrible. Words are inadequate to de-

scribe the misery that Israel has visited 

on the Palestinians.  

Since October 7th, 2023, more than 

ten thousand Palestinians have been de-

tained in the most horrific conditions. 

Those people are tortured and humiliated 

on a daily basis. Some seventy-five of 

them have died at the hands of their jail-

ers.  

Two years ago, no one would have 

thought that this could have been possi-

ble. Now we know that there seem to be 

no limits to the sufferings that some can 

inflict on others. Now we know that it is 

made possible because of the system that 

we live under. 

Greed is the driving force behind 

today’s holocaust. Already plans exist to 

make Gaza another Nevada for the rich 

and idle. Human lives of the poor and 

oppressed to the master minds are cheap 

and expendable.  

The United Nations Committee 

have provided facts and figures to show 

the billions in profits that are being made 

on the blood and tears of the Palestinians 

by Western corporations. 

The United States and many Euro-

pean countries have given full support to 

Israel in the conduct of this Genocide. 

They are not merely complicit to the 

crimes of the fascists in West Jerusalem, 

but more partners in this open massacre.  

Some of the European countries are 

beginning to mutter some protests. How-

ever, many of them continue to profit 

from the killings.  

The US and others have even 

moved to repress their own people who 

take to the streets to protest the beastality 

of the Israeli regime. 

Brave civilians of the US and Euro-

peans countries who take to the streets 

are confronted by heavily armed police 

and army personnel, many are beaten 

and detained. Students are being denied 

graduation and faced with expulsion 

from institutions of learning. 

United Nations personnel eg. 

Francesca Albanese are being sanctioned 

by the US for exposing what is happen-

ing in Palestine. Judges from the Inter-

national Criminal Court (ICC) and from 

the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

are faced with the same hostility.  

The mainstream Western media 

have been playing the role of support to 

Isreal. They are either not reporting the 

terrible sufferings of the poor, helpless 

people or they are distorting facts to jus-

tify the atrocity. They could teach Herr 

Goebbels a thing or two. 

International law and institutions 

are being undermined and discredited. 

For instance, Iran has made a strong case 

for denying the International Energy 

Agency (IEA) from inspecting its nu-

clear facilities. They accuse officials of 

that body of spying for the US and Israel. 

That is how the names and addresses of 

their top scientists were known and exe-

cuted by Israel’s bombings.  

In the Caribbean we must acknowl-

edge the brave stance taken by Belize. 

That country is the only one in the region 

that has given tangible support to the suf-

fering and struggling people of Palestine. 

It broke off diplomatic relations with Is-

rael.  

And now finds itself under attack. 

We see Guatemala’s military on Belize’s 

border, even making incursions into one 

of CARICOM’s members territory.  

It would not be unreasonable to as-

sume that Guatemala is being encour-

aged to harass Belize because of its bold 

stance against Israel. It fits the pattern of 

the US defence of Israel. 

Caricom leaders must not leave Be-

lize to hang out in face of the aggression 

and provocation. We must take a stand 

to support the Government and people of 

Belize. 

At this session of the UN General 

Assembly, I wish to urge Caricom lead-

ers to announce that the region will 

break relations with Israel! Anything less 

than this is being complicit.  

Let this 80th Anniversary session 

be remembered for the bold stance of 

Caricom to defend Human lives & 

Human Rights in Palestine!
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Ongoing violence in Gaza dominates world attention



By Denise Singh 

LJI REPORTER 

 

A growing number of Canadians 

are cutting back on dining out, according 

to a new Restaurants Canada report re-

leased Monday. 

The 2025 Foodservice Facts study 

found that three in four Canadians—

about 75 per cent—are eating at restau-

rants less often as the cost of living 

continues to climb.  

Among younger adults aged 18 to 

34, that figure jumps to 81 per cent. 

“While conditions have improved 

somewhat over the past year, this re-

mains a very challenging market,” said 

Kelly Higginson, president and CEO of 

Restaurants Canada.  

“Canadians are still facing an af-

fordability crisis, and rising operational 

costs are squeezing operators’ margins. 

”Spending habits have also shifted. 

Back in 2019, the average Canadian 

spent slightly more at full-service restau-

rants ($1,165) than at quick-service spots 

($1,150). By 2025, those numbers have 

flipped: per-capita spending is now 

$1,035 at full-service restaurants com-

pared with $1,135 at quick-service loca-

tions.  

“Millennials remain the most fre-

quent customers, with 51 per cent buying 

from a restaurant at least once a week, 

followed by 47 per cent of Gen Z.” 

Overall, 65 per cent of Canadians 

say they substitute a snack for a full meal 

at least once a month. 

Generational differences are clear. 

More than half of millennials (53 per 

cent) and half of Gen Z (50 per cent) do 

this weekly, while only 42 per cent of 

Gen X and 32 per cent of baby boomers 

say the same.  

“Cost-of-living concerns are hitting 

everyone right now, especially younger 

generations,” said Sara Hamdy, a re-

search analyst with Restaurants Canada 

and one of the report’s authors.  

“Canadians still want to dine out or 

order in, but they are seeking more value 

for their dollar.” 

Return-to-office policies have 

driven a 7.6 per cent increase in the 

lunchtime rush at quick-service outlets. 

Delivery remains popular too: 64 per 

cent of Canadians ordered food to their 

door in the past six months, with Gen Z 

leading at 79 per cent compared to just 

49 per cent of baby boomers. 

Alcohol consumption is also declin-

ing. The report notes that 41 per cent of 

Canadians say they are drinking less 

than they did a year ago.
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Canadians are cutting back on dining 
out, says new national report

Canadians are not only dining out less, but also drinking less alcohol, says the new report

Canadians continue to look beyond the USA for travel
By Denise Singh 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Canadians continued to look beyond the United 

States for travel in July 2025, marking the seventh 

straight month of declining cross-border visits. 

Statistics Canada reported Tuesday that just 2.6 

million Canadian residents returned from trips to the 

U.S. that month—a 32.4 per cent drop from July 2024. 

 By contrast, 3.3 million U.S. residents travelled 

north, a three per cent decrease year over year. 

It was only the second time since June 2006—

aside from the pandemic-disrupted months of August 

and September 2021—that more Americans visited 

Canada than Canadians headed south. 

Instead, Canadians spent their tourism dollars far-

ther afield. Return trips from overseas destinations 

rose 8.3 per cent, even as overall travel abroad, includ-

ing U.S. visits, fell 24.2 per cent.  

Journeys to the United States still made up 65 per 

cent of all Canadian trips outside the country. 

Overseas tourism to Canada surged in the same 

period. Trips by foreign residents climbed 10.3 per 

cent, with Europe and Asia driving the gains.  

About 1.9 million Canadians travelled to and 

from the U.S. by car in July, down 35.8 per cent from 

a year earlier; roughly 60 per cent of those were same-

day excursions.  

Air travel also slipped, with 563,500 Canadians 

returning by plane—a 16.2 per cent decline. 

Canada welcomed 999,600 overseas visitors dur-

ing the month, 81.7 per cent of whom arrived by air. 

Nearly one-third of those travellers came from just 

three countries: the United Kingdom (134,700), 

France (104,100) and India (68,300). 

“This summer, Canadians chose to explore more 

of their own country, supporting local businesses and 

keeping their travel dollars at home. That speaks to the 

quality, diversity and innovation of our tourism expe-

riences,” the Tourism Industry Association of Canada 

said in a statement.

Canada welcomed close to 1 million visitors



10 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY SEPTEMBER 25 2025

Guyana sits atop the global stage, 

balancing a unique title of being a 

leader in climate change solutions and 

a young oil-producing nation.  

The fastest-growing economy in 

the world, led by President Irfaan Ali, 

just two weeks into his second term in 

office, was interviewed by David 

Gelles of The New York Times on how 

Guyana is balancing its oil industry 

with being a leader in climate change. 

Here is an excerpt of the Q&A-

style article: 

NYT: Is the global community ac-

tually making the financing available 

so that nations like Guyana can un-

dergo the energy transition? 

President Ali: Absolutely not. It’s 

ridiculous sometimes to listen to the 

pledges, because none of the pledges is 

actualized. When you ask the develop-

ing world to adopt measures to limit 

the impact of whatever we are doing on 

climate, you’re asking us to transition 

when we have major issues on energy 

equality, energy poverty, energy access. 

And then to complicate issues, these 

very countries are asked to function in 

a digital world, so they are already suf-

fering from immense poverty because 

they were never able to adapt to the In-

dustrial Revolution. Now they are 

moving into the digital revolution with 

A.I. that they will never be able to 

catch up with. And at the same time, 

basic things like clean water, access to 

electricity — major segments of the 

population don’t have this. This is 

something that has severely impacted 

the quality and equity of global policy-

making. And there is no clear path and 

no clear plan as to how we are going to 

address these issues. 

NYT: One thing that has not stag-

nated is temperature rise. What will 

this mean for the people of Guyana? 

President Ali: If we did not have 

the type of revenue stream that we 

have now, it would have meant debt. It 

would have meant destruction. It would 

have meant our economy just falling 

apart. Guyana is a new oil producer, 

but we are using the resource to fi-

nance our energy transition, to build re-

silient infrastructure, to support the 

region that we are in, to invest in liveli-

hood options that will keep our forest 

standing, which stores many gigatons 

of carbon. We’re investing in solar 

farms, hydro, natural gas, wind and 

biomass, all aimed at transitioning to a 

low-emission energy grid. We are 

building off-grid systems, solar farms, 

wind farms for the hinterland commu-

nity, where the Indigenous people live. 

NYT: You talk about how, for 

Guyana, the answer to coping with a 

hotter world is in fact being funded by 

the production of more fuels that are 

causing that warming. That of course is 

sort of the conundrum in a nutshell, 

right? 

President Ali: I don’t see it as a 

problem. Your question in the context 

of Guyana is quite different from your 

question in the Middle East, or your 

question in one of the industrial coun-

tries. For us, it’s quite different. How 

do you see away out? We have this 

standing forest that has been there for 

all our lives, which the world does not 

see a value in. It’s easy. If the world 

says, “We’re going to pay a fair-market 

rate for the forests that have ecological 

and biodiversity sources that also have 

a price,” then it will allow countries 

like ours that are forested to then use 

the revenue from that to protect our 

land, to invest in health, to invest in ed-

ucation, human development and infra-

structure, to remain competitive and to 

build a strong and resilient economy. 

So the moral question is: Who can pro-

duce what the world needs in the least 

environmentally damaging way? Be-

cause let’s be clear on this too. We 

can’t be naïve. The world will need 

fossil fuel a long time into the future.

Using oil wealth to secure a sustainable future

Advertise and survive 

in Equality News. 

Printed weekly for 

more than 4 decades. 

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

Ali told the New York Times that his country is using the resources from oil to finance energy transition
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GUYANA’S march toward becom-

ing a top global oil producer has taken 

another leap, with ExxonMobil, on Mon-

day, announcing a final investment deci-

sion (FID) for the US$6.8 billion 

Hammerhead development, its seventh 

project in the Stabroek Block. 

Scheduled for startup in 2029, 

Hammerhead will add 150,000 barrels of 

oil per day (bopd) to national output, 

pushing total production capacity across 

the block to an unprecedented 1.5 million 

bopd. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources 

confirmed that it has granted approval 

for the Hammerhead Field Development 

Plan (FDP) and issued the Petroleum 

Production Licence (PPL), making way 

for what will be one of the largest off-

shore expansions in the country’s history. 

President of ExxonMobil Upstream 

Company, Dan Ammann, hailed the 

milestone as proof of the company’s 

long-term partnership with Guyana. 

“We continue to set a new standard 

in Guyana – advancing an impressive 

seventh project just 10 years after first 

discovery,” Ammann said. 

“In collaboration with the people 

and government of Guyana, we’ve 

helped build a thriving new oil-and-gas 

industry in the country that is creating 

jobs, supplier opportunities, profits and 

follow-on investments.” 

The Hammerhead project will 

utilise a Very Large Crude Carrier 

(VLCC) conversion FPSO being built by 

Japanese contractor MODEC and will be 

developed with 18 wells, 10 production 

and eight injections. 

Over its lifespan, Hammerhead is 

expected to yield 445 million barrels of 

oil. 

Government stressed that the li-

cence goes further than previous agree-

ments by tightening environmental and 

operational safeguards. 

It is aligned with the new Oil Pollu-

tion Prevention, Preparedness, Response 

and Responsibility Act 2025, features 

stronger management of production lev-

els, and sets new conditions on off-spec-

ification fluid discharges. Importantly, 

associated gas from Hammerhead must 

be transferred to the Gas-to-Energy 

(GtE) pipeline network. 

“These enhancements reflect the 

government’s ongoing commitment to 

responsible resource management and 

sustainable development,” the ministry 

noted.  

Hammerhead raises total committed 

investments across seven sanctioned 

projects in the Stabroek Block to more 

than US$60 billion. 

To date, Guyana’s Natural Resource 

Fund has received over US$7.8 billion in 

oil revenues since first production in 

2019. ExxonMobil and its contractors 

have also spent US$2.9 billion with 

Guyanese suppliers; while employing 

more than 6,200 nationals, 70 percent of 

the workforce tied to block operations. 

Current output stands at 650,000 

bopd, with the recent startup of the ONE 

GUYANA FPSO expected to push that 

to 900,000 bopd by year-end. Production 

from Uaru (2026) and Whiptail (2027) 

will follow, before Hammerhead comes 

online in 2029. 

Hammerhead, discovered in 2018 in 

the southwestern portion of the Stabroek 

Block, is operated by ExxonMobil 

Guyana Limited with a 45 percent stake, 

alongside Hess (30 per cent) and 

CNOOC (25 per cent).

Guyana’s oil output to hit 1.5M bpd as 
financing for Hammerhead readies

Hammerhead will add 150,000 barrels of oil per day (bopd) to national output



The government of Guyana has 

reaffirmed its commitment to transform-

ing Georgetown into a sustainable, mod-

ern capital while preserving its unique 

heritage and identity. 

Speaking at a news conference, 

President Irfaan Ali said, “The misman-

agement and inefficiency through which 

the city is managed can no longer be tol-

erated. It is time for us, as citizens and 

as a country, to take charge of the situa-

tion. We are advancing the rescue of 

Georgetown.” He added that the initia-

tive forms part of a broader national 

strategy for sustainable urban develop-

ment, starting with the capital and its 

surrounding region. 

Over the past five years, the gov-

ernment has invested billions of dollars 

in drainage upgrades, road improve-

ments, housing expansion, and a high-

span bridge over the Demerara River, all 

aimed at improving quality of life and 

supporting economic growth. 

The new City Revival Plan, 

launched in collaboration with the 

King’s Foundation, envisions George-

town as a sustainable “Garden City” that 

highlights Guyana’s biodiversity, cul-

tural heritage, and inclusive develop-

ment. Flagship projects include 

recreational spaces, heritage restoration, 

and the rehabilitation of historic land-

marks such as the old Transport and 

Harbours building and the train station, 

which will host a new museum and 

training hub. 

The Stabroek Waterfront Develop-

ment will modernize the waterfront and 

market areas, celebrating Georgetown’s 

identity as the “land of many waters.” 

Other components include drainage 

canal upgrades in a touristic style, 

restoration of urban landscapes, and the 

Lamaha Railway Courtyard project, of-

fering a visual walk-through of 

Guyana’s history. 

President Ali said the plan aligns 

with the Low Carbon Development 

Strategy (LCDS) 2030, ensuring sustain-

ability and inclusivity. “We are progress-

ing with a clearly defined plan for the 

city. Every stakeholder will play a criti-

cal role in advancing this transformation 

of our capital. Georgetown must be 

repositioned as one of the finest cities in 

the world,” he said. 

In addition to Georgetown, the gov-

ernment will pursue demonstration proj-

ects such as the outer Georgetown 

low-carbon market town and the Silicon 

City master plan, designed to pilot mod-

els of sustainable urban growth. Ali em-

phasized that these initiatives aim not 

only to improve infrastructure but also 

to foster civic pride and a renewed iden-

tity for the capital. 

The remarks come as local govern-

ment elections could be called within the 

next year. While the opposition People’s 

National Congress Reform-led A Part-

nership for National Unity (APNU) con-

trols 19 City Council seats, the ruling 

People’s Progressive Party/Civic 

(PPP/C) holds 11. Ali said residents will 

choose “the type of leadership” that en-

sures the city is transformed and effec-

tively managed.
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Leader of the Alliance for Change 

(AFC), Nigel Hughes, has resigned, tak-

ing full responsibility for the party’s dis-

mal performance in the Guyana 

September 1 general and regional elec-

tions. 

In a letter to the party’s General 

Secretary, Hughes said the decision 

takes immediate effect, describing it as 

a privilege to have led the AFC but ac-

knowledging that the outcome of the 

polls was “beyond disappointing.” 

“The responsibility rests solely on 

my shoulders,” Hughes wrote, while 

thanking the party for the opportunity to 

serve. 

The AFC secured just 3,610 votes 

across all ten electoral districts — its 

weakest showing since its formation in 

2005. At its peak in 2011, the party won 

35,333 votes and seven seats in Parlia-

ment. 

Hughes, who was elected leader in 

June 2024, stepped down barely a year 

into his tenure. His resignation comes 

amid questions about the AFC’s rele-

vance after a steady decline in support 

over the last decade. 

Following Hughes’ announcement, 

AFC General Secretary Raphael Trot-

man confirmed receipt of what he de-

scribed as an “updated letter” of 

resignation. He said the National Exec-

utive Committee would meet in an 

emergency session to discuss the matter 

and encourage Hughes to reconsider. 

“Should he remain adamant in his 

decision, then the Party’s constitutional 

provisions will be used to guide the way 

forward,” Trotman said. 

Party sources noted that the resig-

nation letter was undated, and discus-

sions are underway on whether Hughes 

should remain in place until a new 

leader is chosen. In his letter, Hughes 

expressed confidence that the AFC still 

has a role to play in Guyana’s political 

landscape and extended best wishes to 

its executive.
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AFC Leader Nigel Hughes resigns 
after party’s poor election showing

Nigel Hughes — result was beyond disappointing
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

each

Cedar
Yellow Corn Meal #40
907 g2/220Marshall’s

Sardine In 

Tomato Sauce 425 g

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Top’s Classic
Pepper Mint Tea
24’s

Spur Tree
Jamaican Ackees
540 ml

Cool Running Guava
or Peach Fruit Drink
500 ml

D&G Soda or
Old Jamaica Ginger Beer
591 ml

NutiMilk Sweetened
Condensed Creamer 
380 g

Spurtree 
Pepper Jelly
210 g

Kraft
BBQ Sauce Original or 
Chicken & Rib 455 ml

Alcan 

Aluminum Foil 
20 SQ FT 179

each

Miracle
Peanut Punch
250 ml

199
each

199
each

799
each

299
each

Grace
Coconut Milk
400 ml

Strongmor
Garbage Bags
30’s 299

each

199
each

Maggi All Purpose
Seasoning
2 kg

Mazola Vegetable
or Canola Oil
2.84 L

Grace Jack

Mackerels in Tomato 

Sauce 425 g

Pur-est

Liquid Soap

assorted 500 ml 129
each

89¢

 Specials in Effect Thu. Sept 25th

until Wed. Oct.1st, 2025

2/
$2

2/
$1

2/
$5

999

249 Five Roses

All Purpose Flour
2.5 kg

Clorox

Original Bleach
1.27 L

each 2699
each

Lucozade

Energy Glucose Drink
assorted  900 ml 399

each

2/220
each

each

299
each

599
each
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Frozen
Turkey Neck

$249
lb

Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$699

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$549
lb Frozen

$799
lb as is

Fresh
Yellow Tail Snappers

Fresh Garlic

Fresh Jamaican

Sweet Potato

$199
lb

Fresh
Beef Liver

Frozen
Chicken Drumsticks

$2499
5 kg Box

$699
lb as is

Fresh
Parrot Fish

599 499 199
lb lb lb

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

$7599
18 kg Box

Fresh
Chicken Leg

Quarters

resh Jamaican 

ellow Yams

Fresh Jamaican 

Pumpkin

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

Frozen
Herring Sprat

5 lb Box

$1499
box

lb as is
$499

Fresh 
Porgy Fish

69¢
3 pc bag

lb as is
$599

Fresh 
Golden Groupers

Marshall’s Salted
Pollock Fillet 280 g

7993/

Burned 
Beef Foot

$299
lb

$599
lb

Salted
Beef Short 

Ribs
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4
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In a historic move to strengthen 

its healthcare system, Guyana’s Min-

istry of Health officially launched the 

country’s first National Influenza Vac-

cine Programme on Friday, beginning 

at the Eccles Health Centre. The initia-

tive aims to reduce the spread of in-

fluenza, protect vulnerable 

populations, and enhance national 

health security. 

The vaccine will be administered 

annually to priority groups, including 

pregnant women, children under 15, 

the elderly, and healthcare workers. 

Minister of Health, Dr. Frank Anthony, 

said Guyana procured 15,000 doses for 

this year, which are set to expire within 

12 months. The flu season in Guyana 

typically runs from August through the 

end of the year. 

Registered Nurse/Midwife Ten-

isha Hope was the first person to re-

ceive the vaccine, marking the official 

rollout. “This moment marks a major 

step in strengthening our healthcare 

system, protecting our most vulnerable, 

and aligning Guyana with global best 

practices in disease prevention,” Dr. 

Anthony said. 

Highlighting the global burden of 

influenza, Dr. Anthony noted that the 

disease affects about one billion people 

worldwide annually, with three to five 

million developing severe illness and 

up to 650,000 deaths each year, accord-

ing to the World Health Organization 

(WHO). “Influenza is an acute viral 

respiratory disease, mainly caused by 

influenza A and B viruses. The virus 

changes every year, which is why an-

nual vaccination is necessary,” he ex-

plained. 

Dr. Anthony also emphasized 

Guyana’s progress in influenza surveil-

lance, including participation in the 

WHO FluNet reporting system and 

contributing viral samples to inform 

the formulation of vaccines. “We’ve al-

ready sent samples from Guyana that 

were used to formulate this year’s vac-

cine, meaning Guyana is actively con-

tributing to the global fight against 

influenza,” he said. 

The Health Minister reassured the 

public of the vaccine’s safety, noting 

that side effects are generally mild, 

such as slight fever or soreness at the 

injection site, and stressed that the ben-

efits far outweigh any minor discom-

fort. 

Dr. Garoma Denbeli, Health Sys-

tems and Services Advisor for 

PAHO/WHO, praised Guyana’s initia-

tive, noting that influenza is highly 

contagious but preventable. He reiter-

ated PAHO/WHO’s support for the na-

tionwide rollout of the vaccination 

programme. 

Dr. Anthony described the initia-

tive as “not just another health pro-

gramme,” but a comprehensive step to 

strengthen healthcare, safeguard vul-

nerable populations, and save lives.

Guyana launches first National  
Influenza Vaccine Programme 
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Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony receives his flu shot 
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): With Mars, your ruling 
planet, moving through the most secretive area of your chart 
you must keep what you know about a certain situation to 
yourself. If you give away too much information now it could 
cause a great deal of panic later on. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): Mars in your opposite 
sign of Scorpio means you must expect some resistance from 
those you deal with on a one-to-one basis. Be that as it may 
this is not the time to have second thoughts about what you 
know must be done. Do it immediately! 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): Cosmic activity in the 
work and wellbeing area of your chart will give you the energy 
to push ahead with plans that are sure to provoke resistance 
from people who don’t see the need for change. Think before 
you act but then act swiftly and decisively. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): This is one of the best 
times of the year to get serious about creative projects of one 
kind or another. Set yourself targets that stretch you but are 
still within reach and then go after them with passion and pur-
pose. You might just change the world. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): If you act in a domineering 
manner today the responses you get will at the very least be 
unpopular and may even cause some people to go out of their 
way to obstruct you. Try being more of a team player. It’s not 
that difficult. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): You may not be one of the 
more sociable members of the zodiac but you have your mo-
ments and with Mars moving through the most outgoing area 
of your chart you will find it easier than usual to indulge in 
small talk – which could lead to big opportunities. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You need to find an outlet 
for all that pent-up energy and one way might be to focus on 
ways to make money. Even if you are well-off already, having 
a dollar figure to aim for will encourage you to aim higher and 
accomplish more creatively. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You will find it extraor-
dinarily easy to get things done now that Mars is moving 
through your sign, but you must be selective about your goals. 
Also, don’t let other people distract you from what is of most 
importance to you personally. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): The best way to 
change the world for the better is to change the way you 
choose to live. Forget about what the headlines say and focus 
only on what is going on in your own life and the lives of those 
you are directly connected to. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): Sometimes you fail 
to take radical action because you worry what other people 
might think about it, but now you must put those fears out of 
your mind and do what you know in your heart to be right. 
Listen to your conscience and ignore everything else. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Mars in the career area 
of your chart will bring both opportunities and challenges, so 
you must be ready to act at a moment’s notice. You don’t need 
to run your plans past anyone, not even your professional su-
periors. If it feels right then do it! 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Don’t worry if you find 
yourself loaded up with new responsibilities because you have 
what it takes to make a success of them. You may have a rep-
utation as one of the more laidback members of the zodiac but 
you also possess skills that other people lack.

Fans flock to mourn iconic  
Indian singer Zubeen Garg
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Zubeen Garg's versatility broadened his fan base

Indian singer-composer Zubeen Garg has 

been cremated with state honours and a 21-gun 

salute in Guwahati city in India's north-eastern 

state of Assam. 

Hundreds of thousands of people gathered to 

mourn the death of the 52-year-old singer who 

drowned on 19 September in Singapore, where he 

had gone to perform at a live concert. 

Garg's cremation was held after a second au-

topsy on the body was conducted to rule out any 

foul play in his death, Assam's Chief Minister Hi-

manta Biswa Sarma said. 

At the cremation ground, the crowd sang lines 

from one of his most popular songs - Mayabini. 

Garg was a cultural icon in Assam, singing in more 

than 40 languages and dialects in a career spanning 

33 years. 

His hit Hindi song Ya Ali from the 2006 film 

Gangster made him nationally famous. 

Assam declared three days of mourning after 

his death, with prominent politicians and musi-

cians joining fans from across the region who trav-

elled to Guwahati to pay their last respects to the 

singer. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi earlier 

mourned Garg on X, saying he would be remem-

bered for his "rich contribution to music". 

Garg's career took off when he was just 19 

and still in college. His first music album, 

Anamika, released in 1992, became an instant 

chartbuster. 

His rise to stardom coincided with a period of 

violence linked to separatist groups in Assam. His 

lively melodies about love, hope and despair - em-

bellished with catchy riffs - brought a breath of 

fresh air to an otherwise tense social milieu. 

By 2000, when Garg made his acting and di-

rectorial debut with an Assamese movie Tumi Mor 

Matho Mor, his popularity had touched new 

heights. 

His face was regularly splashed on big bill-

boards and his songs could be heard in markets and 

buses, and at college events and social gatherings. 

He was a fashion icon among Assam's youth 

and built a larger-than-life persona with his sarto-

rial choices, which included trendy sunglasses and 

ripped jeans. 

Garg was also the most sought-after artist dur-

ing Bihu – a cultural festival celebrated in Assam 

in mid-April every year. Throughout the month, he 

would travel around the state singing in live con-

certs, which were attended by thousands of peo-

ple. 

Large sections of Garg's fans identify him as 

an "emotion" - a pop culture figure akin to no one. 

He could sing a rock song with the same ease 

as regional folk music and spiritual sub-genres 

such as Borgeet, Bihu and Zikir. This versatility 

broadened his fan base across generations and 

communities. 

Beyond music, Garg was also known for his 

activism, even though he never associated himself 

with a political party. 

He regularly condemned violence by sepa-

ratist groups in the region, despite receiving 

threats. 

In 2019, he played a significant role in mo-

bilising people against a controversial new citizen-

ship law that offered citizenship to non-Muslim 

religious minorities from Pakistan, Bangladesh and 

Afghanistan. 

In 2024, Garg joined Guwahati residents 

protesting against the Himanta Biswa Sarma-led 

government for cutting trees to build a new fly-

over. 

Garg's admirers saw him as someone who 

never thought twice before ruffling feathers. 

"He feared nobody. He spoke his heart out. 

And he was extremely generous. Can you think of 

any other celebrity like that?" asked Bimugdha 

Goswami, a fan who was part of a large gathering 

in Guwahati on Monday. 

In 2020, during the Covid pandemic, Garg of-

fered his apartment to the government for use as 

an isolation centre. 

Over decades, people from towns and villages 

across Assam have testified to receiving financial 

help from Garg for medical treatment, school ad-

missions, college admissions, marriages, funerals 

and more. 

In an interview to a regional TV channel in 

2018, Garg spoke about how his fan clubs across 

cities and districts in Assam had made these activ-

ities possible. 

The same clubs are now managing crowds 

and organising tributes as they bid him farewell.
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Caribbean nations must leverage 

their resilience to navigate global un-

certainty, Trinidad and Tobago Prime 

Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar said 

Thursday during the launch of the 

United Nations Development Pro-

gramme’s (UNDP) 2025 Regional 

Human Development Report for Latin 

America and the Caribbean. 

Speaking at the high-level event in 

Port of Spain, Prime Minister Persad-

Bissessar emphasized the region’s ca-

pacity to rise above vulnerability, 

calling on leaders, institutions, and 

communities to act decisively. “Why 

should geography determine dignity? 

The Caribbean knows vulnerability—

but we also know resilience. We know 

how to rise, and we must rise together. 

Not just for ourselves but for the gener-

ations to come,” she said. 

The Prime Minister framed the 

UNDP report, titled “Under Pressure: 

Recalibrating the Future of Human De-

velopment,” as a guide for creating 

more inclusive and future-ready devel-

opment strategies. She stressed that 

these challenging times demand “quick 

action with long-term vision” and a re-

calibration of traditional development 

models to better serve all citizens. 

Persad-Bissessar’s remarks high-

lighted the region’s dual reality of vul-

nerability and innovation. She called 

for a renewed social contract that re-

duces inequality, strengthens civic trust, 

and safeguards fundamental freedoms, 

including health, education, and eco-

nomic opportunity. 

The UNDP report underscores 

these points, noting that the Caribbean 

faces multiple crises—from climate-

driven disasters and economic shocks 

to fragile governance structures—yet 

the region has consistently grown in 

human development terms over recent 

decades. It recommends building re-

silience through smarter policies, 

stronger institutions, and more robust 

physical and digital infrastructure. 

Mischelle Muschett, UNDP Re-

gional Director for Latin America and 

the Caribbean, echoed the Prime Minis-

ter’s focus on resilience. She said, 

“Building resilience is not optional—it 

is a necessity in the world we live in 

today… It requires investing in people, 

strengthening institutions, and re-imag-

ining the social contract for a new era 

of uncertainty.” 

The report also highlights the criti-

cal role of digital technologies in fos-

tering resilience but notes persistent 

gaps in access. Less than 40% of 

Caribbean households have a computer, 

prompting UNDP to advocate for in-

vestments in digital literacy, affordable 

devices, and inclusive digital ecosys-

tems. 

An interactive digital version of 

the report is available, offering country-

specific data, visualizations, and policy 

recommendations.

Caribbean resilience must lead  
development, says Trinidad PM

T&T Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Member of Parliament for St An-

drew East Rural, Juliet Holness, has 

been reappointed as Speaker of the 

House of Representatives, despite 

strong objections from the Opposition 

People’s National Party (PNP). 

Holness, who previously served as 

Deputy Speaker from 2020 to 2023 and 

as Speaker since September last year, 

was sworn in on Thursday at the offi-

cial opening of the 2025 parliamentary 

term. Heroy Clarke was also returned 

as Deputy Speaker, while Floyd Green 

was named the new Leader of Govern-

ment Business in the House. 

In the Upper House, Senator Tom 

Tavares Finson was re-elected Presi-

dent. Thirteen Government Senators 

and eight Opposition Senators have al-

ready taken their oaths, with Members 

of Parliament currently being sworn in. 

The proceedings were guided by Clerk 

to the Houses of Parliament, Colleen 

Lowe. 

The PNP had earlier declared that 

it would not support the reappointment 

of either Holness or former Speaker 

Marisa Dalrymple-Philibert, arguing 

that the office demands impartiality and 

fairness that, it said, had been under-

mined in recent years. 

“The Speaker must serve the peo-

ple of Jamaica as an impartial umpire 

of parliamentary proceedings, not parti-

san interests,” said PNP chairperson Dr 

Angela Brown Burke in a Wednesday 

release. She pointed to delays in the 

tabling of reports from the Auditor 

General and Integrity Commission as 

evidence that trust in the Speaker’s of-

fice had eroded. 

The governing Jamaica Labour 

Party (JLP) later rejected the Opposi-

tion’s position. JLP General Secretary 

Dr Horace Chang dismissed the PNP’s 

objections as “baseless and spurious,” 

accusing the party of trying to block 

“two eminently qualified women” from 

leadership. 

“We will not take directives from 

the PNP or any group as we execute 

our new mandate to govern Jamaica 

with confidence, purpose and humil-

ity,” Chang said, adding that the Oppo-

sition’s stance “smacks of misogyny 

and arrogance” at a time when the 

country should be supporting women in 

leadership. 

Both Dalrymple-Philibert and 

Holness have previously held the 

Speaker’s chair. Dalrymple-Philibert 

served between 2020 and 2023, while 

Holness assumed the role in September 

2023. 

The opening of Parliament marks 

the formal start of a new legislative 

term, with the JLP reaffirming its ma-

jority control and the PNP sharpening 

its stance on accountability in the 

House.

Opposition boycotts as Juliet Holness named Speaker

Juliet Holness reappointed as Speaker of the House
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Speaking on behalf of the 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM), 

St. Kitts and Nevis delivered a state-

ment Monday marking 30 years since 

the Beijing Declaration, emphasizing 

the need to translate promises into con-

crete action for women and girls. 

“Thirty years later, if we appraise 

the outcomes of our actions, we find 

clear signs of regression—promises re-

neged, actions unfulfilled, and the 

spirit of the Declaration under-served,” 

the statement said. Despite their critical 

roles in society, women continue to 

face unequal burdens, limited opportu-

nities, and persistent threats to safety 

and autonomy, compounded by 

poverty, climate change, and gender-

based violence. Globally, women hold 

just 26.9% of parliamentary seats, per-

form 2.5 times more unpaid care work 

than men, and earn 20% less than men 

for work of equal value. 

CARICOM highlighted the re-

gion’s progress while acknowledging 

ongoing challenges. The Community 

pointed to its three democratically 

elected female Heads of Government 

and reaffirmed its commitment to gen-

der-responsive policies, legislative re-

form, and increased international 

financing that incorporates the needs of 

women and girls. The statement also 

underscored the importance of gender-

responsive climate action and educa-

tional and digital sector reforms. 

Last Friday, CARICOM, in part-

nership with Ireland, facilitated the 

passage of a Resolution on the Revital-

isation of the Commission on the Sta-

tus of Women, signaling renewed 

global commitment to advancing gen-

der equality. 

“Another thirty years should not 

greet us speaking of potential, possibil-

ities, or aspirations—let us make good 

on our shared ambition to leave no one 

behind,” the statement concluded, call-

ing for sustained political will, targeted 

resources, and actionable measures to 

achieve full gender empowerment 

across the Caribbean and globally.

CARICOM calls for renewed commit-
ment to gender equality

Dr. Joyelle Clarke, Minister of Sustainable Development, St. Kitts and Nevis

Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Kamla 

Persad-Bissessar has congratulated athletes Keshorn 

Walcott (pictured) and Jereem Richards on their 

record-breaking performances at the 2025 World 

Athletics Championships in Tokyo, calling their 

achievements “a source of immense pride and dis-

tinction” for the nation. 

Walcott, the 2012 Olympic javelin champion, 

struck gold with a throw of 88.16 metres, becoming 

the first Trinidad and Tobago athlete to win both 

Olympic and World Championship titles. On the 

same day, Richards stormed to a silver medal in the 

men’s 400 metres, setting a new national record of 

43.72 seconds and becoming only the second 

Trinidad and Tobago athlete to reach the World 

Championship 400m podium. 

“Together, these outstanding athletes produced 

Trinidad and Tobago’s best-ever World Champi-

onship performance, proving once again that great-

ness can emerge from a small island state when 

talent is nurtured and dreams pursued,” Persad-

Bissessar said in a statement. 

The prime minister announced that the govern-

ment will formally reward both athletes and reaf-

firmed her administration’s commitment to 

strengthening the country’s sporting infrastructure, 

from upgrading facilities to providing scholarships 

and youth programs. 

 

“Our athletes carry more than medals; they 

carry our spirit, our resilience, and the image of our 

nation before the world,” she said, pledging contin-

ued investment in sports as a “pillar of national de-

velopment.” 

Persad-Bissessar praised the athletes’ persever-

ance and credited their families, coaches, and sup-

port teams, adding that their victories will inspire a 

new generation of young Trinidadians and Tobago-

nians to dream big and aim high.

Trinidad PM hails historic World Championships medals
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As the US government steps up 

military operations in the Caribbean 

Sea, Amnesty International is warning 

that any airstrikes authorised by Con-

gress could violate international human 

rights law and may amount to unlawful 

executions. 

Responding to reports of a draft 

resolution circulating in the US Con-

gress to authorise the use of military 

force against alleged drug traffickers, 

Amnesty International USA’s Director 

of Security and Human Rights, Daphne 

Eviatar, said that if US legislators ap-

prove military action against suspected 

drug traffickers, “it would not change 

the fact that such lethal strikes amount 

to extrajudicial executions and have no 

legal justification whatsoever under in-

ternational human rights law.” 

“Congress must not rubber stamp 

further unlawful strikes and should in-

stead work to hold the administration 

accountable for its illegal actions,” Evi-

atar added. Reports indicate that the 

draft resolution would authorise mili-

tary force against “groups that the exec-

utive branch designates as terrorists and 

that the US government determines, in 

consultation with Congress, have either 

trafficked in drugs to finance terrorist 

activities or used terrorist tactics to ad-

vance narcotics-related enterprises.” 

Recent incidents include US mili-

tary strikes on vessels allegedly carry-

ing drugs in the Caribbean, reportedly 

resulting in multiple deaths. 

“Under international human rights 

law, intentional lethal force can only be 

used when strictly necessary to protect 

life from an imminent threat, and when 

no less harmful means, such as capture, 

are available,” Eviatar said. “Moreover, 

any use of lethal force must be propor-

tionate to the threat faced in the pre-

vailing circumstances, particularly with 

a view to minimising risks posed to 

human life and personal integrity.” 

On Friday, US Senators Tim Kaine 

and Adam Schiff introduced a War 

Powers Act resolution to block the use 

of US Armed Forces against certain 

non-state organisations, following mul-

tiple unauthorised military strikes on 

unverified alleged drug trafficking op-

erations in the Southern Caribbean Sea. 

“US authorities have no legal 

mandate to launch strikes or use mili-

tary force in the Caribbean or else-

where in the Western Hemisphere,” 

said Kaine, Democrat of Virginia, not-

ing that the administration has refused 

to provide Congress with basic infor-

mation about the strikes, including who 

was killed, why it was necessary to put 

servicemembers’ lives at risk, and why 

standard interdiction operations were 

not conducted. 

Schiff, Democrat of California, 

added, “While we share with the execu-

tive branch the imperative of prevent-

ing and deterring drugs from reaching 

our shores, blowing up boats without 

any legal justification risks dragging 

the United States into another war and 

provoking unjustified hostilities against 

our own citizens.” 

The resolution emphasises that 

trafficking of illegal drugs does not it-

self constitute an armed attack or immi-

nent threat justifying military action, 

and that designating an entity as a for-

eign terrorist organisation does not give 

the US government legal authority to 

use military force. 

 

Amnesty International warns against 
US airstrikes in Caribbean

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

Amnesty International USA’s Director of Security and Human Rights, Daphne Eviatar

Barbados’ Ministry of Health has 

confirmed three new cases of Mpox, 

bringing the country’s total to six since 

the virus was first detected locally in 

2022. 

The three patients—one woman 

and two men—were identified in Au-

gust, the ministry announced on Satur-

day. None of the individuals have a 

recent travel history, though two are 

known to have been in contact with each 

other. All have been able to isolate at 

home as health officials continue contact 

tracing. 

Mpox, a viral infection that spreads 

through close contact with an infected 

person, can be transmitted via intimate 

or sexual contact, everyday household 

interactions, or within healthcare set-

tings where protective equipment is not 

properly used. Contaminated materials 

such as clothing and linens can also 

carry the virus. 

Symptoms typically include a skin 

rash or lesions in the mouth, nose, or 

genital area, along with fever, headache, 

muscle aches, back pain, fatigue, and 

swollen lymph nodes. Illness generally 

lasts two to four weeks, and while most 

people recover fully, a small percentage 

of cases worldwide have resulted in 

death. 

B’dos confirms 3 new MPox cases
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Venezuela has sharply escalated 

its war of words with neighboring 

Trinidad and Tobago, accusing the 

twin-island nation of supporting U.S. 

military operations in the Caribbean 

and announcing a new military cam-

paign to crack down on smuggling and 

alleged criminal activity along their 

shared maritime border. 

Defense Minister Vladimir 

Padrino López said Sunday that Opera-

tion Cumanagoto 200 is now underway 

in the eastern state bordering the 

Caribbean Sea, with 60 military units 

deployed across 15 municipalities to 

conduct reconnaissance and root out 

“terrorist groups or drug trafficking or-

ganizations” operating illegally in the 

region. 

“There’s a lot of smuggling of 

fuel, weapons, ammunition, and human 

trafficking along the axis between 

Macuro, La Punta, Paria Promontory 

and Trinidad and Tobago,” Padrino 

said. “This is an order from our com-

mander-in-chief … to ensure Operation 

Cumanagoto 200 is carried out in the 

eastern Caribbean.” 

The move follows public state-

ments by Trinidad and Tobago Prime 

Minister Kamla Persad Bissessar, who 

recently voiced support for U.S. Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s decision to de-

ploy military warships in the 

Caribbean, describing the action as a 

necessary step to combat drug traffick-

ing. Persad Bissessar also said her 

country would be willing to allow U.S. 

forces to operate from Trinidad and To-

bago if Venezuela were to invade 

Guyana, a fellow Caribbean Commu-

nity (CARICOM) member. 

The remarks have drawn fierce 

condemnation from Caracas. Venezue-

lan Vice President Delcy Rodríguez 

last week ridiculed comments by 

Trinidad and Tobago’s junior minister 

Phillip Edward Alexander, who specu-

ated that India might “nuke” Venezuela 

to protect the island nation. In a 

scathing Facebook post, Rodríguez ac-

cused Trinidad and Tobago’s govern-

ment of bowing to Washington and 

urged it to focus on domestic issues 

rather than “plans to exploit 

Venezuela’s resources.” 

The tensions come as the U.S. 

military continues operations in the 

Caribbean, with Trump claiming Amer-

ican forces have bombed three vessels 

allegedly carrying drugs, killing more 

than 14 people. Venezuela has called 

on the United Nations to investigate 

what it describes as “serial executions” 

of Venezuelans during the U.S. mis-

sions. 

Padrino warned that any attack on 

Venezuelan territory would be met with 

a forceful military response, underscor-

ing the region’s growing volatility amid 

heightened geopolitical friction.

Venezuela accuses Trinidad and To-
bago of backing US military moves

Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino López 

Former Suriname President Chan-

drikapersad “Chan” Santokhi announced 

Sunday that he will take up his seat in 

the National Assembly, reaffirming his 

commitment to serve as a representative 

of the people and uphold the principles 

of the opposition Progressive Reform 

Party (VHP). 

Speaking at a ceremony marking 

the birthday of late VHP founder Jager-

nath Lachmon, Santokhi—who lost the 

May 25 general elections—said his role 

in Parliament will focus on dialogue, 

communication, and bridge-building de-

spite the challenges of leading the coun-

try’s only opposition party. 

“I was elected as a representative of 

the people. My responsibility is to serve 

the people, even from the opposition,” 

Santokhi told reporters. “You’re not 

there as a party leader or former presi-

dent, but as a parliamentarian. And that 

demands a strong role, in terms of dia-

logue and communication.” He con-

firmed that he has sent a letter to Speaker 

Ashwin Adhin regarding his return, with 

a date to be set when legislators next 

meet. 

Santokhi also underscored Suri-

name’s potential to contribute to global 

and regional peace, invoking Lachmon’s 

legacy of unity. “We must transcend all 

differences and take a national position 

as a country. Peace begins in the heart, 

and that is the message we can also con-

vey internationally,” he said. 

Lachmon’s birthday, declared a 

Day of National Brotherhood and Unity 

by the Santokhi government in 2020, co-

incides with the United Nations’ Interna-

tional Day of Peace. The former 

president used the occasion to warn 

against social media rhetoric that fuels 

division, urging political leaders to con-

demn inflammatory statements. 

“For Lachmon, brotherhood wasn’t 

a thing of the past, but a future. That’s 

the message we must convey to our 

young people,” Santokhi said, vowing 

that the VHP will continue to champion 

peace and inclusion despite its current 

opposition status. 

In a statement, the VHP reaffirmed 

Lachmon’s vision of balance and mutual 

respect, calling on all Surinamese to 

“find common ground in a shared inter-

est: peace, unity, and progress,” and to 

keep his dream alive for a harmonious 

and prosperous nation.

Santokhi to take up seat in National Assembly

Former Suriname President Chandrikapersad “Chan” Santokhi 
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Jamaica’s Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs Kamina Johnson Smith says the Ja-

maican man who was deported by the 

United States to Eswatini and held in a 

maximum-security prison for more than 

seven weeks without charge is now back 

home in Jamaica. 

Orville Etoria was deported to 

Eswatini in July and detained in the 

African nation until his return this week. 

On Monday evening, Johnson Smith 

said the Jamaican Government was 

“pleased to welcome Etoria back home” 

and urged Jamaicans to respect his desire 

for a quiet return. 

“We reaffirm that the wellbeing of 

Jamaicans overseas is a constant priority 

for the Government and note that this 

case is another example of the impor-

tance of international cooperation and 

the role of our diplomatic network in 

protecting the rights of Jamaican nation-

als abroad,” Johnson Smith said. 

She added, “We are grateful to the 

Government of Eswatini for its cooper-

ation in this matter and for the duty of 

care it has exercised. We also thank the 

IOM [International Organization for Mi-

gration] for its direct support and com-

mend our High Commission in Pretoria 

for their hands-on engagement. Together, 

our combined efforts ensured Mr Eto-

ria’s safe return.” 

Etoria was the first of at least 20 de-

portees sent by the United States to var-

ious African nations in the last two 

months to be identified publicly. The de-

portations are part of the Trump admin-

istration’s largely secretive third-country 

programme to crack down on immigra-

tion. 

The 62-year-old Etoria was con-

victed of a serious crime in the U.S. in 

1997 and was released from prison on 

parole in 2021, the New York-based 

Legal Aid Society said in a statement. 

The U.S. Department of Homeland Se-

curity said in a post on X that Etoria had 

been convicted of murder. 

The Legal Aid Society said the U.S. 

government had “falsely claimed that Ja-

maica refused to accept him back.” 

Homeland Security, when announcing 

the deportation of a total of five men to 

Eswatini in mid-July, claimed they were 

“so uniquely barbaric that their home 

countries refused to take them back.” 

Homeland Security said at the time the 

men were “dangerous criminals from Ja-

maica, Cuba, Laos, Vietnam and Yemen” 

but did not identify them by name.

Jamaican man deported to prison in 
Eswatini returns home, says gov’t
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Orville Etoria was deported to an Africna prison by US authorities



Akeal Hosein took two big wick-

ets to help restrict Guyana Amazon 

Warriors to 130 and then scored a quick 

and unbeaten 16 off seven balls in the 

dying moments of a tense chase to lift 

Trinbago Knight Riders (TKR) to their 

fifth CPL title. Hosein went out to bat 

when TKR were 116 for 7, needing 15 

from 22 balls, and he finished things 

off in dramatic fashion with a six and 

four in consecutive balls off Gudakesh 

Motie to spark off their celebrations. 

The home fans in Providence were 

left stunned after their 46-year-old cap-

tain Imran Tahir had given them hopes 

of lifting the trophy with his 3 for 34, 

which included the wickets of Kieron 

Pollard and Andre Russell on consecu-

tive deliveries. 

That it wasn't a great outing for 

the batters was evident in Alex Hales 

scratching his way to 26 off 34 balls in 

the chase, as he saw six wickets fall 

while dropping anchor. The highest 

score by any batter across both innings 

was Iftikhar Ahmed's 30 for Amazon 

Warriors, who required contributions 

from their middle and lower orders 

after being 65 for 5 in 12 overs. 

Once Amazon Warriors opted to 

bat, Russell struck in the first over by 

having Quentin Sampson caught for a 

duck, but Ben McDermott countered 

soon after. He went for 4, 6, 4 off Ho-

sein to end the fourth over even as Shai 

Hope took his time at the other end. 

Saurabh Netravalkar ended the 38-run 

stand in the last over of the powerplay 

when McDermott found the fielder at 

deep midwicket to depart for 28 off 17 

balls, which began a collapse of 4 for 

24. 

Hosein bowled Hope for 12 off 19, 

Usman Tariq cleaned Moeen Ali up for 

10, and Hosein got his second by hav-

ing Shimron Hetmyer find long-on for 

4. But Iftikhar, Dwaine Pretorius (25 

off 18) and Romario Shepherd (13 off 

9) doubled Amazon Warriors' score in 

the last eight overs. Netravalkar dis-

missed both Pretorius and Iftikhar to 

finish with 3 for 25. 

Halfway into the third over of 

TKR's chase, it looked like the target 

was too little to challenge Colin Munro, 

who hammered three fours in a 22-run 

second over that saw five wides from 

Shepherd. Pretorius, however, dis-

missed Munro next over to check 

TKR's progress. 

TKR captain Nicholas Pooran 

huffed and puffed to 1 off eight balls 

before finding mid-off, and TKR were 

55 for 3 after eight overs, with Darren 

Bravo being trapped lbw by Tahir. Just 

12 runs came off the next three overs 

without a single boundary as Moeen 

and Tahir didn't allow the TKR batters 

to break free. But Sunil Narine brought 

TKR back by heaving Motie for two 

sixes in the 12th over to bring the equa-

tion under run a ball. 

The twists and turns continued 

when Shamar Joseph had Narine 

caught at mid-off for 22, and Pollard hit 

back by launching Tahir for three sixes 

in the 14th over, to make the equation a 

lot more comfortable at 22 required off 

36. 

But Tahir gave TKR another scare. 

He bowled Pollard with a googly and 

had Russell caught at slip first ball. 

When Joseph took a return catch off 

Hales in the 17th over, Amazon War-

riors believed a miracle was coming, 

but Hosein washed away all their hopes 

with a match-winning cameo.
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TKR crushes hopes of Guyana Ama-
zon Warriors to lift CPL trophy
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Jamaica cops probe murder of top jockey
The St Andrew South police have launched a 

probe into the murder of 49-year-old Oneil Ricardo 

Mullings, a well-known jockey who was shot and 

killed along Thompson View Avenue in St Andrew 

on Sunday evening. 

Mullings, otherwise known as “Jockey” and 

employed at Caymanas Park, was reportedly near a 

premises on Thompson View around 6:42 p.m. when 

he was approached by a gunman who opened fire, 

hitting him in the head. He was rushed to the hospi-

tal, where he was pronounced dead. 

According to The Jamaica Gleaner, the killing 

followed an alleged dispute over payment for reno-

vation work at Mullings’ house on Thompson View 

Avenue. Sources said one suspect was handling 

steelwork while the other was responsible for car-

pentry. Tensions reportedly escalated when payment 

for the steelwork was questioned before the carpen-

try began, sparking a confrontation with Mullings. 

His partner reportedly tried to chase one of the at-

tackers after witnessing the shooting but was unable 

to catch them. 

Investigators have since named 37-year-old 

Samuel Brown, otherwise called “Shooter” or 

“Mark,” a labourer and mason of Four Forty Drive, 

Kingston 11, as a suspect in the case, along with his 

brother Shaun Brown, also of the same address. 

Anyone with information on the Browns’ 

whereabouts is urged to contact the Hunts Bay po-

lice at 876-923-7111, Crime Stop at 311, the Ja-

maica Constabulary Force tip line at 811, or the 

nearest police station. 

Mullings who has been in the saddle since 

2002, celebrated his 400th win aboard Princess Aki-

lah on August 6, 2024.

Oneil Ricardo Mullings

TKR Players celebrate their fifth CPL title
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