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As the day closed on October 5, seven air-

crafts of the Guyana Defence Force flew past 

Guyana’s newest bridge as it was commissioned 

in Demerara, Guyana.  

Replacing the Demerara Harbour Bridge 

which stood above the Demerara River for 47 

years, the US$262M bridge was officially com-

missioned as the Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara River 

Bridge. Named after former president and current 

Vice President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo, in honour of 

his years of service and dedication to the uplift-

ment of Guyana and its people.  

Speaking at the commissioning, Guyana’s 

President Dr Irfaan Ali said, “As President… It is 

my honour, my privilege, and indeed my duty, to 

dedicate this bridge in the name of Bharrat 

Jagdeo. From this day forward, it shall be called 

the Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara River Bridge, be-

cause great men deserve recognition, because vi-

sionaries deserve legacies, and because Guyana 

never forgets its giants.” 

Hesgeth says he has full 
authority for boat strikes

Full story 

inside

New US$262M Harbour Bridge 
opens, named for Bharrat Jagdeo
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Sixty-six fisherfolk from Albion 

and Port Mourant on the Corentyne 

Coast, received seine nets on Saturday 

to assist with their operations at sea. 

This intervention represents an invest-

ment of just over $14 million and fol-

lows a commitment made by His 

Excellency President Dr. Irfaan Ali dur-

ing a meeting with fisherfolk last May. 

Agriculture Minister, Hon. Zul-

fikar Mustapha, met with the fisherfolk 

to deliver the seine nets on behalf of 

the Head of State. 

While offering remarks, Minister 

Mustapha stated that each fisherfolk 

will receive seven bundles of seine. 

“When we met with fisherfolk at 

the Albion Sports Complex, they said 

they needed help with nets. We’ve been 

in constant contact with your represen-

tative here, and today, fisherfolk from 

Albion, and some from Port Mourant, 

will each receive seven bundles of 

seine from the government, your gov-

ernment,” he said. 

Minister Mustapha also assured 

the fisherfolk that, over time, they will 

continue to benefit from additional in-

terventions, as the government in-

creases budgetary allocations to the 

sector. He noted that a number of other 

initiatives have already been imple-

mented to support fisherfolk since the 

government took office in 2020. 

"We have been increasing budget-

ary allocations to the sector every year. 

We’ve been resuscitating all the fisher-

folk organizations. We’ve been procur-

ing GPS systems so that fishermen can 

track their boats while at sea. We’ve 

also been working with partners both 

around the country and in neighboring 

countries to ease piracy. I know that the 

Guyana Police Force has been working 

diligently to address that. We’ve also 

removed the taxes placed on fishing in-

puts and made adjustments to the tax 

structure, making outboard engines of 

1,500 horsepower and under duty-

free,” he explained. 

Minister Mustapha further stated 

that the other agencies within the Min-

istry will work along with fisherfolk to 

empower them to supplement their in-

come.  

“If you look at our 2025 to 2030 

manifesto, you will see that we have a 

lot of plans for the fisheries sector. We 

don’t want fisherfolk to depend on arti-

sanal fishing alone. We have to diver-

sify the sector. From the ministry’s 

perspective, we are looking to get you 

involved into additional activities so 

that you can supplement your income. 

In the coming months, you’ll see offi-

cials from the different agencies work-

ing along with you to get involved in 

additional activities so that you can 

supplement your income. 

 U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth 

said he has every authorisation needed for 

U.S. military strikes on vessels just off the 

coast of Venezuela allegedly carrying ille-

gal drugs. 

Hegseth was speaking in a Fox News 

interview broadcast on Sunday. 

The United States killed four people 

in a strike in the Caribbean Sea on Friday, 

at least the fourth such attack in recent 

weeks. “We have every authorisation 

needed. These are designated as foreign 

terrorist organisations,” Hegseth said in an 

interview on Fox News’ “The Sunday 

Briefing.” 

He did not provide more details about 

the authorisation. Washington has cited the 

U.S. Constitution, war powers, designation 

of drug cartels as foreign terrorist organisa-

tions, the right to self-defense and interna-

tional law on unlawful combatants as the 

legal basis for the strikes. 

Legal experts and some lawmakers 

argue that using military force in interna-

tional waters against alleged criminals’ by-

passes due process, violates law 

enforcement norms, lacks a clear legal 

foundation under U.S. and international 

law and is not justified by the cartels’ ter-

rorist designation. 

Hegseth and President Donald Trump 

have not provided evidence for claims that 

the targeted boats were carrying drugs. 

Trump told Congress last week that he had 

determined the U.S. to be in “a non-inter-

national armed conflict” with drug cartels, 

without providing any new legal rationale. 

Critics say the boat strikes are a further ef-

fort by Trump to test the scope of his presi-

dential powers. Legal experts have 

questioned why the military is carrying out 

these attacks rather than the U.S. Coast 

Guard, the country’s maritime law agency. 

“If you’re in our hemisphere, if 

you’re in the Caribbean, if you’re north of 

Venezuela and you want to traffic drugs to 

the United States, you are a legitimate tar-

get of the United States military,” Hegseth 

said. 

Trump on Sunday said the U.S. mili-

tary buildup in the Caribbean had halted 

drug trafficking from South America. 

“There’s no drugs coming into the water. 

And we’ll look at what phase two is,” he 

told reporters at the White House. Russian 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Sunday 

told his Venezuelan counterpart that the 

country condemns the U.S. strikes and is 

concerned about the dangers of potential 

U.S. escalation in the Caribbean.
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Hegseth says he has every authorisation 
needed for Caribbean strikes

One of the small boats hit by US strikes in Caribbean waters
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Minister Zulfikar Mustapha handing over one of the seine nets

$14M to procure seine nets for Corentyne 
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Bridge to Guyana’s Future
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THE commissioning of the 

US$262 million Bharrat Jagdeo De-

merara River Bridge reflects the vision 

that has driven Guyana from economic 

recovery to significant prosperity. 

President, Dr Irfaan Ali’s choice 

to name this impressive structure after 

Vice-President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo goes 

beyond a mere ceremony. It acknowl-

edges the person responsible for 

Guyana’s modern development jour-

ney. 

This bridge is a tangible result of 

the strategic governance that began 

during Dr Jagdeo’s presidency. Under 

his leadership, Guyana moved from 

years of economic stagnation to five 

straight years of strong growth. 

His administration nearly cut ex-

ternal debt in half and tripled reserves, 

laying the groundwork for today’s oil 

boom, which is expected to generate 

significant revenues for Guyana. 

The smooth shift from recovery 

to transformation shows the ongoing 

vision shared between Jagdeo’s foun-

dational work and Ali’s current accom-

plishments. 

President Ali’s statement that this 

infrastructure “signals that Guyana is 

ready to industrialise, modernise, and 

claim its space in the 21st century” 

aligns with the reinvestment approach 

that began during Jagdeo’s time. 

The bridge operates toll-free and 

is accessible 24/7. It will save com-

muters GY$3.5 billion annually, illus-

trating how oil revenues are turned 

into lasting benefits for all Guyanese. 

This method reflects Jagdeo’s 

focus on inclusive growth and sustain-

able economic change. 

The timing of this commission-

ing, as Guyana continues to be the 

world’s fastest-growing economy with 

a 44 per cent GDP growth in 2024, un-

derscores the long-term planning that 

marked Jagdeo’s leadership. 

His commitment to investments 

in social services, housing, and trans-

port infrastructure created the frame-

work that allows today’s government 

to effectively manage oil wealth. 

By naming this important bridge 

after Jagdeo, President Ali has estab-

lished a lasting symbol of how vision-

ary leadership can connect different 

periods of development. 

The bridge links not only the east 

and west banks of the Demerara River, 

but also Guyana’s past successes with 

its vast future potential. 

This bridge will stand for a cen-

tury as a testament to the lasting im-

pact of leaders who recognise that true 

development needs both immediate 

support for citizens and long-term in-

vestments in national progress.
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By Former President  

Donald Ramotar 

 

The article by Dr. Bertrand Ram-

charan in the October 1st, 2025, issue 

of the Stabroek News is an extremely 

dangerous piece. It has given justifica-

tion to the genocide that is presently 

being conducted against the Palestinian 

population by the Israeli occupiers. 

That article exposed Dr. Ramcha-

ran ideologically as a Zionist-Christian 

against the Palestinian people. 

Dr. Ramcharan is an educated man 

who reached very senior positions at 

the United Nations. Yet he writes about 

things that are totally untrue. The very 

first paragraph is a total distortion of 

history. He wrote, “For two thousand 

plus years Jews, expelled from their an-

cestral land, Israel... In the meantime, 

Palestinians made lives on lands where 

Jews had previously lived.” This is an 

absolute fallacy.  

There has never been a country 

called Israel in the history of the world. 

In the early part of the last century 

when the United Kingdom was looking 

for a place for Jews because they were 

seen to be unwanted in their continent 

of the birth, Europe, they considered 

Uganda, British Guiana and Palestine. 

They eventually settled to establish Is-

rael in Palestine.  

However, Dr. Ramcharan, who 

must know this, chose to repeat that fic-

tion to justify Israel’s murder of inno-

cent babies, children, women and 

indeed the whole population of Pales-

tinians. 

Dr. Ramcharan then went on to 

glorify the crimes of the Israeli, 

Apartheid, Fascist regime in many parts 

of the world. Most, if not all, were con-

trary to international law. 

He must know that almost all the 

time Israel was the aggressor. It is now 

clear that they were very influential in 

getting the US to destroy Iraq on the 

grounds that Iraq had “weapons of 

mass destruction.” At that time Dr. 

Ramcharan was part of the UN system 

therefore, he had to be aware of Mr. 

Hans Blix, then the head of an inspec-

tion team who proved how wrong and 

unjustified that was. More than a mil-

lion people were murdered by the US 

forces acting as proxies of Israel. 

He lauded the works of one Cohen 

a former head of Israel Intelligence 

arm, Mossad, and quoted him as saying 

that he wants peace. Clearly that is 

more nonsense. 

It is the Mossad that keeps killing 

all the persons who have been working 

for peace. In recent times Israel assassi-

nated Iranians, Palestinians and others 

in the Middle East who were working 

for peace. 

The US and Israel murdered 

Qassem Soleiman on January 3, 2020 

in Iraq while on a peace mission. Israel 

assassinated Ismail Haniyeh, the head 

of Hamas negotiation team in Tehran 

on 31st July 2024 while he was attend-

ing the inauguration of the new Iranian 

President. They bombed and killed 

Hassan Nasrallah, the head of Hezbol-

lah of Lebanon while he was at a meet-

ing to discuss peace proposals with his 

colleagues on 27th September 2024. 

More recently they attempted the mur-

der of Hamas negotiating team in Qatar 

while they were discussion Peace pro-

posals given to them by the US. 

This is the regime that Dr. Ram-

charan seemingly admires so much. 

Clearly Israel has no interest in 

peace. They want all of Palestine out of 

their territory and they are ready to kill 

the whole population in the Gaza and 

West Bank to achieve those ends. They 

have also made it clear that they want 

more, including a large part of 

Lebanon, parts of Syria, Egypt and Jor-

dan.  

It is unfortunate that Bertrand 

Ramcharran, a Guyanese, whose coun-

try principal leader Cheddi Jagan was 

an uncompromising fighter against 

colonialism and national oppression 

and was internationally acclaimed as 

one of the leading anti-colonial, anti-

imperialist fighter, should find himself 

admiring and promoting an apartheid 

fascist regime. To do so he had to dab-

ble in historical untruth and distortion.

Dr. Ramcharan Justifies Genocide



By Denise Singh 

LJI REPORTER 

 

A 24-year-old woman who died 

after a devastating house fire in Rich-

mond Hill, ON., is being remembered 

as a radiant and selfless soul whose 

compassion and kindness touched 

everyone she met. 

Helya Bahari-Kashani succumbed 

to her injuries on Sept. 3, two days 

after an early-morning blaze tore 

through her family’s Skywood Drive 

home. The fire, which police say was 

deliberately set, also claimed the life of 

her 11-year-old niece, Rosa. 

Three other family members — 

Bahari-Kashani’s parents and sister — 

were critically injured but are now 

slowly recovering, relatives said. 

“Helya means the sun, and she 

truly lived up to her name,” her cousin, 

Melody Yazdi, said.  

“She was radiant. Any place she 

walked into, she just brought so much 

light and love.” 

York Regional Police have con-

firmed they are treating the Sept. 1 fire 

as a homicide. No arrests have been 

made.Yazdi described Bahari-Kashani 

as “the most selfless, compassionate, 

and empathetic person” she had ever 

known. 

“She had this incredible gift of 

making everyone feel seen, heard, and 

safe,” she said. “She truly was extraor-

dinary.” 

Born in Iran, Bahari-Kashani im-

migrated to Canada with her family as 

a child and spent most of her life in 

Richmond Hill.  

A graduate of Richmond Hill High  

 

School, she studied for a year at 

York University before transferring to 

UCLA, where she recently completed a 

pre-med degree in psychology, earning 

several scholarships and awards. 

At UCLA, she worked as a re-

search assistant, volunteered at the  

 

David Geffen School of Medicine, 

and immersed herself in campus life. 

This summer, she returned home to 

study for her medical school entrance 

exam, planning to continue her studies 

in the U.S. next year. 

“Helya had a deep passion for  

 

medicine — for helping people 

and saving lives. That’s all she ever 

wanted to do,” Yazdi said. Though her 

dream of becoming a doctor was cut 

short, Bahari-Kashani’s generosity 

lives on. Her organs were donated to 

help up to 75 people. 
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Helya Bahari-Kashani, 24 — organs donated

Family Remembers Richmond Hill Fire 
Victim for Her ‘Boundless Love and Light’

Thieves steal $85K in booze
Four suspects have been arrested in 

relation to the theft of more than 

$85,000 in alcohol from LCBO stores 

across the Greater Toronto Area. 

Police say the group operated in an 

organized fashion and are responsible 

for a total of 54 thefts from LCBO loca-

tions since May. 

Investigators say that the group also 

committed thefts at other major retailers, 

including hardware, dollar, grocery, and 

thrift stores. 

Halton police arrested four suspects 

in Oakville on Oct. 1 in a joint action 

with the LCBO’s Resource Protection 

Unit. 

A search of their vehicle resulted in 

the seizure of a quantity of illicit drugs, 

including cocaine, MDMA and Hydro-

morphon. 

Christopher Noel, 39, Crystal King, 

40, Philip Young 48, and Marc Mar-

tiniello, 33, all of Mississauga, face a 

total of 24 combined charges. 

The charges have not yet been 

tested in court. Police say that all four 

suspects were under various release or-

ders pertaining to past theft-related 

charges at the time of their arrest, includ-

ing one who was bound by eight sepa-

rate release orders. 

“HRPS emphasize that retail theft is 

not a victimless crime. The theft of 

goods from retail stores impacts all On-

tarians through increased prices and 

compromised safety in retail environ-

ments. The rise in organized retail crime 

continues to pose risks to both retail 

workers and customers,” a news release 

issued by Halton Regional Police states.
LCBO stores across the GTA were targeted



SIGNALLING Guyana’s ambition 

to assert itself as a modern, forward-

looking player on the global stage, Pres-

ident, Dr Irfaan Ali has said that this 

nation is ready to claim its position in a 

21st century economy. 

The Head of State while addressing 

thousands of excited Guyanese, govern-

ment officials and special invitees at the 

commissioning of the Bharrat Jagdeo 

Demerara River Bridge on Sunday, 

noted that deliberate and strategic invest-

ments in super structures such as the new 

bridge will propel the country’s econ-

omy. 

“Infrastructure is not merely a 

physical structure. Infrastructure is also 

a statement. It is a signal to the world 

that a nation is ready. And this bridge 

speaks loudly, declaring Guyana is 

ready! Ready to modernise, ready to in-

dustrialise, ready to claim its place in the 

21st century world economy,” the Pres-

ident said. 

Guyana has been pumping the rev-

enues it has earned from its oil resources, 

making tangible investments in building 

new highways, bridges, schools and 

health facilities. 

Aside from the newly commis-

sioned Demerara River crossing, Presi-

dent Ali had announced a few days prior 

that construction works on a new 

Berbice River bridge are expected to 

commence this year. 

In addition to a new Berbice bridge, 

works on the new Kurupukari Bridge 

could start soon, and, once completed, it 

will replace the pontoon crossing for the 

Kurupukari River along the 

Linden/Lethem Trail. 

Additionally, the President had 

stated that the ongoing construction of 

the US$35 million Mackenzie-Wismar 

Bridge is just over 72 per cent complete. 

The works are being executed by 

China Railway Construction Corpora-

tion Limited and include the construc-

tion of a four-lane, 220-metre-long 

precast concrete bridge outfitted with es-

sential safety features such as lighting 

and sidewalks. 

The bridge will replace the current 

structure that spans the Demerara River 

in Region 10 (Upper Demerara-Upper 

Berbice). 

In addition to the foregoing proj-

ects, several massive highways are under 

construction to enhance greater inter-re-

gional linkages. 

One notable road project is the ex-

pansion of the East Coast road along the 

railway embankment that is now 77 per 

cent complete. “Oil revenues, wisely 

managed, are being converted into struc-

tures like this, projects that deliver ben-

efits to every Guyanese. This bridge is 

proof that our resources are not squan-

dered. They are reinvested into the fu-

ture, long future of the people of our 

country,” President Ali said on Sunday. 

During his inauguration speech 

back in September, he said that the first 

six weeks of his second term in office 

will see the groundwork being laid for a 

sweeping range of infrastructural and 

economic projects aimed at accelerating 

national development, job creation and 

regional integration. 

He had stressed then that the coun-

try’s economic future depends not only 

on the ambitions and policies of the gov-

ernment, but also on the private sector, 

which is ready to drive wealth and job 

creation. He explained further that col-

laboration between the private sector and 

the government will propel shared pros-

perity.
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‘Guyana ready to claim its place in 
the 21st century world economy’ 

A new Kurupukari Bridge will replace the pontoon bridge on the river

CHINA and Guyana are set to deepen their long-standing partnership with 

China opening its door wider to Guyana, offering new opportunities in infrastruc-

ture, manufacturing, telecommunication, and sustainable development, which 

would accelerate economic growth. 

These were sentiments voiced by China’s Ambassador to Guyana, Yang 

Yang, in an exclusive interview with the Sunday Chronicle. China is signalling a 

stronger partnership with Guyana as it reaffirms its commitment to a fair and open 

global trading system, the Ambassador noted. 

At the 80th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, China’s Pre-

mier, Li Qiang highlighted China’s dedication to multilateralism amid global trade 

challenges, and he declared that China, as a major developing country, will not 

seek new special and differential treatment in World Trade Organisation (WTO) 

negotiations—a move seen as a powerful endorsement of open, rules-based trade. 

“China will always stand with other developing countries,” he said, adding: 

“Our door is open wider than ever for trade and investment cooperation.” 

Ambassador Yang reflected on these sentiments and stated, “For Guyana, this 

represents exciting opportunities. China has become one of the country’s most im-

portant trade and economic partners in the Caribbean. 

“Both nations are actively exploring collaboration in manufacturing, infra-

structure, telecommunications, finance, and green development. The goal is to re-

duce trade barriers, deepen practical cooperation, and create sustainable growth 

that benefits both countries.” 

Bilateral trade between Guyana and China has expanded significantly in re-

cent years, reaching an all-time high of approximately US$1.4 billion in 2024. 

“The traditional friendship between our two countries has stood the test of 

time, and continues to grow stronger, with friendly exchanges and cooperation in 

various fields deepening and yielding solid results. Building a China-Guyana 

community with a shared future reflects our shared aspiration for a bright future,” 

she said. 

The ambassador described the relationship as “a ship sailing forward”, 

steered by political trust, anchored in cooperation, and propelled by cultural ex-

change and multilateralism. 

Recent high-level engagements, including a meeting between President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali and President Xi Jinping in 2023, as well as talks between Foreign Min-

isters Wang Yi and Hugh Todd earlier this year, have outlined new areas of collab-

oration.

Guyana, China to continue collaboration on development



By Denise Singh 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford is 

threatening to ban Crown Royal whisky 

from the province’s liquor stores if its 

parent company, Diageo, goes ahead 

with plans to close a nearly century-old 

bottling plant in Amherstburg, ON. 

Speaking at a union rally in 

Brampton on Saturday, Ford vowed to 

fight for the roughly 200 workers who 

stand to lose their jobs when the south-

western Ontario facility shuts down 

next year. 

“A message to all the bigwigs at 

Diageo: I swear to God, those bottles of 

Crown Royal are coming off the LCBO 

shelves,” Ford told a cheering crowd. 

“When the last person walks out that 

door, we’re going to make sure LCBO 

takes their brands off the shelves — be-

cause we need to stick together.” 

Ford’s remarks were his strongest 

yet on the issue since Diageo an-

nounced in August that it would close 

the Amherstburg facility, which has op-

erated for nearly 100 years. 

In early September, Ford made 

headlines by dumping a bottle of 

Crown Royal during a press confer-

ence, calling Diageo “dumb as a bag of 

hammers” for its decision.  

“You hurt my people, I’m gonna 

hurt you,” Ford said at the time. 

“You’re gonna feel the pain in February 

when these people don’t have a pay-

cheque.” 

While Ford stopped short then of 

promising to pull Crown Royal from 

the LCBO, his latest comments suggest 

that option is now firmly on the table 

— a move long demanded by the union 

representing the plant’s workers. 

Diageo, the U.K.-based multina-

tional behind brands such as Guinness, 

Smirnoff, and Captain Morgan, has de-

fended its decision as part of a plan “to 

increase the efficiency and resiliency” 

of its supply chain. The company says 

it intends to shift some bottling closer 

to its U.S. customers but insists that 

Crown Royal will continue to be 

mashed, distilled, and aged in Canada 

“just as it has been since 1939.” 

Unifor Local 200 president John 

D’Agnolo said Monday that the 

province should act immediately and 

remove Diageo’s products from store 

shelves, not wait until the plant’s clo-

sure in February. 

“I think it’s important that the im-

pact happens quickly — and very 

costly,” D’Agnolo said. “They’d 

change their mind. We’ve seen that 

time and time again.” 

He added that he believes Diageo 

would reopen talks if it started losing 

revenue in Ontario.  

“The amount of money they’d lose 

within a two- or three-month period 

would be unbelievable,” he said. 

Unifor National President Lana 

Payne has also urged the government to 

take strong action, arguing that only a 

major financial hit will push Diageo to 

reconsider. 

Ford’s office did not clarify 

whether the LCBO ban would extend 

to all Diageo products or when it might 

take effect. A spokesperson for the pre-

mier, Hannah Jensen, said only that 

“unless Diageo reverses their decision 

to close their Amherstburg plant, all op-

tions remain on the table.” 

Diageo, for its part, reiterated its 

earlier statements, saying the decision 

“was not taken lightly” and that it will 

work with Unifor to support affected 

employees. 

“We will support all impacted em-

ployees through this transition,” the 

company said in a statement. “We will 

follow the requirements of our collec-

tive agreement and the law, and engage 

with the community to find meaningful 

ways to provide support.”
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Ford Threatens to Pull Crown Royal from 
LCBO Shelves Over Planned Plant Closure

The Diageo facility in Amherstburg

Police say that an Innisfil man is facing charges in connection with seven 

shooting incidents that took place at residences across the Greater Toronto Area 

and in London this past summer. 

The shootings took place between Aug. 18 and Sept. 10 in Brampton, 

Vaughan and London. 

Police say that investigators believe the suspect fired a combined 125 

shots during the incidents. 

There were no injuries reported as a result of any of the shootings. 

The suspect was arrested in the early morning hours of Sept. 10 after po-

lice responded to a call for the sounds of gunshots near Bathurst Street and 

Teston Road in Vaughan. 

“Officers responded quickly and attempted to contain the suspect vehicle. 

After a short foot pursuit, the suspect was arrested with the assistance of the ca-

nine unit,” a news release issued on Tuesday morning notes. 

Police say that the suspect was initially charged with offences related to 

the Sept. 10 shooting and has since been “linked” to the other shooting inci-

dents. 

Kaejean Isaiah Doman, 23, is now facing an additional six counts of dis-

charging a firearm with intent and an additional six counts of possessing a pro-

hibited or restricted firearm, police say. 

Police say that Doman has remained in custody since his Sept. 10 arrest. 

The charges against him have not been tested in court. 

“Investigators are appealing to anyone who have may video surveillance 

or dash cam footage from the areas at the time of the shootings to please come 

forward,” police said in the news release.

Suspect wanted in seven shoot-
ings around the GTA: cops
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PRESIDENT Dr. Irfaan Ali, on 

Saturday morning, met with the em-

ployees of the old Demerara Harbour 

Bridge and assured them that they will 

not be displaced with the new bridge 

coming into operation on Sunday. 

He told the employees: “You are 

secure, you know this. Your jobs are 

secured. Your service is secured. Your 

time is secured, and the opportunities 

ahead of you will be as any other con-

tributor in the ministry and some of 

you, based on your skill set, will be of-

fered other opportunities than the ones 

you have today.” 

In a meaningful engagement with 

the employees, some of whom have 

over 20 years of experience under their 

belt, President Ali thanked them for 

their service to Guyana – even before 

the ribbon is cut today to usher in the 

new era of connectivity. 

From the welders to the engineers 

and those who worked the toll booths, 

the president commended them for 

their hard work throughout the years to 

keep the old Demerara Harbour Bridge 

operational. 

“That was no ordinary task… As 

president and as a government, we ap-

preciate you. We recognise the tremen-

dous work that you have done, and I 

do not want you to believe that this 

new bridge displaces your work or 

your contribution,” he said. 

The president assured the em-

ployees that they will not lose out on 

their level of salary or benefits. 

“Your service will continue and 

you will grow with the new opportuni-

ties that will come your way.” 

Highlighting the government’s 

sustained investment in national infra-

structure, President Ali noted that the 

affected employees will continue to 

play a role in Guyana’s development, 

with many now contributing in a more 

permanent capacity. 

Meanwhile, Minister of Public 

Works, Juan Edghill, stated that dis-

cussions have already begun and em-

phasised that the employees possess 

valuable skills that can be applied 

across various sectors. He assured that 

the ministry will continue to operate in 

full compliance with the law to safe-

guard the welfare and rights of all 

workers. 

The new Demerara River Bridge 

is set to be commissioned today, mark-

ing another milestone in the country’s 

infrastructure drive. The new US$260 

million facility was constructed by 

China Railway Construction Corpora-

tion Limited and represents one of the 

most transformative infrastructure 

projects in Guyana’s modern history. 

Spanning 2.6 kilometres, it will 

link Region 3 and Region 4, providing 

round-the-clock, toll-free access. 

The four-lane, cable-stayed struc-

ture is designed to last 100 years and 

accommodate vehicles of all sizes, 

travelling at up to 80 kilometres per 

hour. Once operational, it is expected 

to benefit over 50,000 commuters 

daily and deliver an estimated $3.5 bil-

lion in annual savings by eliminating 

toll fees and reducing fuel consump-

tion and travel time. 

Beyond its function as a vital 

transportation artery, the Demerara 

River Bridge, with its illuminated 

Cacique Crown of Honour towers, will 

stand as both a symbol of national 

pride and a marker of Guyana’s rapid 

infrastructural transformation.

‘Your jobs are secured’ — President Ali tells 
staff of old Harbour Bridge

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

President, Dr. Irfaan Ali thanked the dedicated staff of the Demerara Harbour Bridge for their years of commitment and service
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

ADVANCING access to quality, af-

fordable healthcare is one of the many 

goals of the Government of Guyana. 

In July this year, the President, 

alongside the Minister of Health, com-

missioned the Enmore Regional Hospi-

tal, with the aim of bringing healthcare 

closer to those persons in the community 

who need it and decreasing travel time. 

The Enmore Regional Hospital, like 

the others, provides a first-class experi-

ence to its visitors, with 24-hour service 

in the accident and emergency depart-

ment, a radiology department that does 

ultrasounds, x-rays and CT scans, outpa-

tient services, and specialised clinics that 

are open Monday to Friday, just to name 

a few. These services and many others 

are free of cost. 

Since its opening in July, the hospi-

tal has seen more than 7,000 patients in 

the outpatient department, and almost 

5,000 in the accident and emergency de-

partment. Thus far, 85 babies have been 

delivered at the hospital. 

This was stated by the Medical Su-

perintendent at the Hospital, Dr. Tracey 

Bovell on a recent episode of ‘Health 

Matters’. 

She said: “We have a lot of special-

ists. We have, as I would have men-

tioned, all of the different specialties that 

we have. But we also have midwives. We 

have for nursing. We have our RNs. We 

have NAs and PCAs. And we’re grow-

ing.” 

Because it is a young hospital still, 

Dr. Bovell said the Enmore facility is 

partnering with the Georgetown Public 

Hospital Corporation (GPHC) to train 

staff, increasing their skills and capacity 

to treat critically ill patients. Addition-

ally, the Enmore Regional Hospital is 

also partnering with the new Diamond 

Regional Hospital, Bath Regional Hos-

pital and De Kinderen Regional Hospi-

tal. 

Speaking on the impact the hospital 

has had on the community, Dr. Bovell 

stated, “So the community is welcoming 

us with open arms; they are happy to 

have a specialised hospital so close by. 

They’re actually coming to the hospital, 

being provided with care, and they’re 

getting to know the physicians even bet-

ter, and checking in with the physicians, 

even when they don’t even need to check 

in with the physicians.” 

The Enmore Regional Hospital is 

part of a bigger vision of a Guyana where 

every citizen has access to high-quality, 

modern and people-centred healthcare, 

President Dr. Irfaan Ali had said. 

The hospital was built in collabora-

tion with China’s Sinopharm Interna-

tional, and is part of a broader $37.2 

billion national health transformation 

across the country.

Three months in…Enmore Regional  
Hospital already making an impact

The Enmore Regional Hospital



WITH Guyana looking to boost its 

production of hatching eggs, the country 

has set its sights on, and is tapping into, 

Caribbean markets to expand its local 

reach in not only becoming self-suffi-

cient but meeting the demands of the re-

gion. 

This was recently disclosed by 

Agriculture Minister, Zulfikar 

Mustapha, who, while speaking to re-

porters on the sidelines of an event, 

shared that construction works have al-

ready begun to clear lands in Pakuri Vil-

lage in Region Four (previously known 

as St Cuthbert’s Mission) to facilitate 

tunnel houses. 

“We are now moving to do a mas-

sive investment with the private sector 

with hatching-egg production. The tun-

nel houses that we will be using, there 

are on the way to Guyana, and the proj-

ect will be happening in Pakuri. And 

land clearing has already started,” Min-

ister Mustapha said. 

The project would be one of the 

largest of its kind in the country and will 

satisfy the demands of the local market 

and the local poultry producers. 

“In a very short space of time you 

will see massive transformation in that 

sector. As I am speaking also, we have 

already continued to expand in terms of 

hatching eggs that we had before, but as 

I said, we will be investing in terms of 

being self-sufficient in Guyana. That is, 

we are using approximately $53 million 

hatching eggs annually. I am hoping 

with this project that we are about to 

launch, that we will surpass that and ex-

port to the Caribbean markets.” 

In 2024 Guyana had tripled its 

hatching eggs production. Guyana had 

imported nearly 53 million eggs annu-

ally at a cost of over $350 million. 

To reduce this dependency, the 

country launched a hatching egg produc-

tion programme in 2023 with a private 

partnership, resulting in the production 

of 27,000 eggs last year at the broiler 

breeder facility on the East Bank corri-

dor. This facility was established to re-

duce the reliance on imported hatching 

eggs. 

Back in 2022, in response to the 

large consumption of eggs at the re-

gional level and its constant demand on 

the market, President Ali had detailed 

plans for the large-scale poultry hatchery 

and egg production project at Pakuri Vil-

lage. 

Meanwhile, the country is rapidly 

increasing its self-sufficiency in produc-

ing corn and soya bean, boosting its ca-

pability to produce its own livestock 

feed locally. 

Recently, locally-harvested soy-

beans were recently transported by ves-

sel, for the first time, from the Tacama 

drying and storage facility, located ap-

proximately 90 miles up the Berbice 

River, to a processing mill where it will 

be converted into poultry feed.

12 EQUALITY NEWSTHURSDAY OCTOBER 9 2025

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Massive hatching-egg production could see 
Guyana exporting to Caribbean markets

Agriculture Minister Zulfikar Mustapha
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MINISTER of Public Works, Juan 

Edghill, has urged motorists to adopt a 

new culture of road use—one grounded 

in the “Five Cs”: care, caution, consid-

eration, common sense, and courtesy—

to ensure smooth and safe traffic flow on 

the newly commissioned Bharrat Jagdeo 

Demerara River Bridge. 

Speaking at a media briefing on 

Monday, Minister Edghill said the open-

ing of the state-of-the-art four-lane 

bridge marks the end of the old habits as-

sociated with the aging Demerara Har-

bour Bridge, including rushing to cross 

during “double-lane” hours and early 

morning bottlenecks. 

The minister was joined by Traffic 

Chief Mahendra Singh, several senior 

traffic officers, General Manager of the 

Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation, 

Wayne Watson, and engineers from the 

Ministry of Public Works. 

The briefing was convened to ad-

dress the first day of full traffic opera-

tions on the new bridge, which was 

officially commissioned on Sunday by 

President Dr. Irfaan Ali. 

Minister Edghill emphasised that 

the new bridge offers continuous, unin-

terrupted traffic flow in both directions, 

eliminating the need for previous prac-

tices. 

“So, nobody needs to rush out of 

work or leave home early in the morning 

unnecessarily to go and join the line to 

cross the bridge. The days for that are 

over, and that is why we built what is 

now known as the Bharrat Jagdeo De-

merara River Bridge. Everybody just 

needs to practise the Five Cs, and every-

body will get where they are going.” 

Minister Edghill explained that the 

new Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara River 

Bridge represents more than just an in-

frastructure upgrade—it demands a shift 

in public behaviour. 

“We have moved from a two-lane 

bridge to a four-lane bridge,” he said. 

“There will be no stoppages in the morn-

ing or afternoon, no priority lanes, and 

no need for panic. Traffic will flow con-

tinuously.” 

Reiterating that the “old culture” of 

bridge traffic is now behind Guyanese 

motorists, the public works minister ap-

pealed for co-operation and patience as 

the nation adjusts to this landmark de-

velopment. 

He said the new bridge symbolises 

progress, noting that it is faster, safer, 

and more efficient. He emphasised that 

this advancement must be matched by a 

new driving culture built on patience, 

discipline, and the Five Cs, adding that 

the bridge will serve the nation well if 

everyone plays their part. 

He noted that the bridge was built 

to safely accommodate vehicles travel-

ling at 80 kilometres per hour, following 

extensive testing by both engineers and 

police officials. 

Minister Edghill said he drove 

across the bridge at 80 kilometres per 

hour and found the journey smooth and 

comfortable. He noted that it took only 

about two and a half minutes to travel 

from one end to the other, highlighting 

the efficiency of the new facility. 

Minister Edghill urges motorists to 
embrace ‘Five Cs,’ new driving culture

Bharrat Jagdeo Demerara River Bridge opens
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THE government has outlined a 

new phase in strengthening Guyana’s so-

cial safety net, unveiling incoming re-

forms to modernise the public assistance 

system and new measures that will see 

expanded support for working families, 

including state-funded childcare facili-

ties. 

Vice President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo 

made these announcements last week 

during a press conference at the Arthur 

Chung Conference Centre (ACCC), 

where he spoke extensively on improv-

ing access to benefits for vulnerable and 

low-income families. 

As he continued to explain some of 

the incoming reforms to Guyana’s public 

assistance system—including to the 

Board of Guardians — he pledged a 

fairer, faster, and more transparent 

process for citizens seeking social sup-

port. 

He said: “In terms of what we fund 

for the five years in government—social 

security, people who are eligible for help 

on public assistance. The complaint has 

been… through the Board of 

Guardians… And so clearly, we have to 

reform the system. And the system is 

currently being reformed.” 

The Ministry of Human Services 

and Social Security’s Public Assistance 

programme remains a lifeline for thou-

sands of Guyanese, providing temporary 

relief to persons with disabilities and 

those experiencing severe financial 

hardship. 

In August, President, Dr. Irfaan Ali 

announced that the public assistance 

given to vulnerable citizens will be in-

creased to a minimum of $40,000. 

This venture, he said, means an ad-

ditional $19 billion will be spent annu-

ally on vulnerable groups. 

Currently, public assistance is 

$22,000 and this has injected an addi-

tional $1.4 billion into the pockets of 

some 40,000 recipients across the coun-

try. 

Earlier this year, the Government of 

Guyana demonstrated its commitment to 

strengthening social safety nets by allo-

cating a substantial $58.5 billion budget 

to the ministry for 2025. 

Further, the Vice President made it 

clear that if a citizen is in a low-income 

bracket, then they should be able to qual-

ify for benefits once they meet certain 

metrics. 

“And those metrics would be 

clearly identified by the Board of 

Guardians and then implemented. It’s ei-

ther you meet the metrics or not—you 

qualify under those metrics. And once 

that is done, then the people who are im-

plementing the system cannot capri-

ciously say you’re eligible or not eligible 

based on their own, maybe, prejudices,” 

Dr Jagdeo said, adding: “If you’re dis-

abled, then automatically you should be 

on the system…What I’m conveying is 

that work is being done on improving 

this system, so that we can roll it out next 

year, allowing people to get benefits 

faster, and for those who are eligible to 

be able to get onto the database swiftly 

on the basis of existing criteria, through 

which they would be qualified. I want to 

say to people, work is being done on 

that, too, because that was one of the big 

complaints we had.” 
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Expanded support for working fam-
ilies to be rolled out -Dr Jagdeo 

Vice President Dr Bharrat Jagdeo
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Five Location To 

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

each

Cedar
Whole Kernel Corn
341 ml

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Eclipse
Original Crackers
113 g

Cedar
Parboiled Rice
8 kg

Toppers
Cheese Balls
160 g

Cow Brand
Condensed Creamer
300 ml

YP Mushroom
Flavored Soy Sauce
500 ml

Benjamins 
Vanilla
480 ml

Mystic Power
Blue Soap
250 g

1399
each

Grace
Jerk Seasoning
Hot ONLY 312 g

Dettol
Liquid Antiseptic
750 ml each

339

249
each

Dial

Hand Soap
assorted 385 ml 99¢

each

PinK Ting

Sparkling Grapefruit 

Beverage 591 ml 99¢
each

Lou & Nicky’s
White Vinegar
4 L

Grace Jack

Mackerel in Tomato 

Sauce 425 g

Pure Kleen

Powder Cleanser

595 g 139
each

 Specials in Effect Thu. Oct.9th

until Wed. Oct.15sth 2025

699

199

249 Guyanese Pride
Black eye Peas
8 lbs99¢

each

69¢
each

69¢
each

each

each 999
eacheach

99¢
each

99¢
each

Grace
Island Soda 355 ml
Kola Champagne ONLY

each2/
$3

P.A.N.
Pre-cooked White 
Corn Meal  5 lbs

369
each

899

Maggi Season-Up
All Purpose Seasoning 

200 g 399
each each

Excelsior

Cream Crackers
225 g 129
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Serve You Bettereach

Frozen Split
Chicken Wings

Frozen Fu Yang
31/40 Headless White

Shrimp 500 g

$999
ea

Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$599$849

lb as is

Fresh
Yellow Tail Snappers

Dry Coconut

Fresh Eddoes

Frozen
Chicken Drumsticks

$2499
5 kg Box

599 229 299
lb lb

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

$7299
18 kg Box

Fresh
Chicken Leg

Quarters

resh Jamaican 

Yellow Yams

Fresh Buttercup 

Squash

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

Frozen
King Fish Steaks

$799
lb as is

99¢
lb ea

$449
lb

Frozen Australian
Square Cut

Mutton Meat

$399
lb

$249
lb

Frozen
Goat Tripe

Jamaica’s Choice Old 
Fashion Smoked
Turkey, Chicken

or Ham

Frozen
Turkey Neck

$249
lbFrom

$399
lb

Frozen Fu Yang
Peeled

Shrimps 500 g

each
$1099

Fresh
Doctor Fish

lb as is
$799

Fresh 
Tilapia Fish

$399
lb as is
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4
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The Vigilant Political Action 

Committee (VPAC) has issued a strong 

call for a consensus opposition leader 

to be named in light of a formal indict-

ment of the We Invest in Nationhood 

(WIN) Party Leader and Member of 

Parliament-elect, Azruddin Mohamed, 

in the United States on serious criminal 

charges. 

According to VPAC, the charges, 

which have been derived from an ex-

tensive investigation by U.S. authori-

ties, have cast a ‘dark shadow’ over the 

integrity of the country’s parliamentary 

system and raise significant doubts 

about Mohamed’s future participation 

in the National Assembly. 

“If it has not already been initi-

ated, we fully expect the United States 

Government to issue a formal extradi-

tion request to the Government of 

Guyana, which, from all indications, 

will be granted,” a statement from the 

party read 

“Once extradited, there is serious 

doubt that he would be granted bond, 

given the gravity of the charges and the 

clear interest of US authorities in se-

curing his immediate custody,” VPAC 

added. 

In light of these developments, 

VPAC is urging the senior leadership 

of all Opposition parties to urgently 

convene and determine a consensus 

candidate for the role of Leader of the 

Opposition, as well as to decide on 

who will be nominated as Deputy 

Speaker of the National Assembly. 

“The Opposition cannot afford to 

stumble out of the gate. The eyes of the 

country and indeed the world are now 

on how the Opposition conducts itself 

in this delicate moment. With WIN 

holding 16 seats, APNU 12, and the 

Forward Guyana Movement One, it is 

not the time for jockeying, grandstand-

ing, or internal rivalries,” VPAC added. 

In its statement, VPAC also 

stressed that opposition must first 

demonstrate an ability to lead itself be-

fore it can credibly offer leadership to 

the people of Guyana. 

U.S. prosecutors recently unsealed 

an indictment against Nazar Mohamed 

and his son, Azruddin Mohamed. The 

paper trail painted a clear picture of an 

alleged sophisticated scheme to evade 

millions in taxes and royalties owed to 

Guyana while funnelling their wealth 

through international wires, shipping 

companies and luxury assets. 

A 17-page indictments handed 

down in the Southern District of 

Florida sketch a trail of gold and deceit 

that began in 2017, during the tenure of 

the APNU+AFC Coalition government 

and allegedly ran for seven years 

across flowing from Georgetown to 

Miami and from Dubai to California, 

through a system designed to evade 

taxes and enrich the men behind one of 

Guyana’s largest gold exporters. 

According to U.S. prosecutors, the 

family business, Mohamed’s Enter-

prise, paid the Guyana Revenue Au-

thority (2 per cent  tax) and Guyana 

Gold Board (5 per cent royalty) the re-

quired taxes and royalties on select 

gold shipments in order to secure offi-

cial seals. 

Meanwhile, criminal charges have 

since been instituted against Azruddin 

under the Customs Act, Chapter 82:01, 

with hearings ongoing before the 

Georgetown Magistrates’ Courts. 

The junior Mohamed is charged 

under the Customs Act with knowingly 

making and subscribing to a false dec-

laration to the GRA on or about De-

cember 7, 2020, by declaring the 

purchase price of a 2020 Lamborghini 

Roadster SVJ as US$75,300, while the 

authority contends the actual value of 

the vehicle was US$695,000. 

Can Mohamed’s take up seat as Op-
position leader in National Assembly?

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and 
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month! 

www.limemag.ca
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Today’s full moon in 

your sign could have you behaving in a rather emotional man-

ner, so keep an eye on yourself and if you seem to losing con-

trol just walk away from whatever situation is causing you 

grief. You don’t HAVE to get involved. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): You may look fearless 

to the world at large but you have doubts and anxieties like 

everyone else and some of them could break through to the 

surface today. There is no point trying to deny your feelings, 

so acknowledge them and deal with them. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): There is such a sense of 

urgency about you at the moment that you run the risk of push-

ing ahead too quickly and making a costly mistake. Map out 

each move you are going to make before you actually get 

going. You’re not on the clock. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Have you taken a wrong 

turning? Maybe, but even if you have you can get back on 

track a little bit further down the line, so stick at it and don’t 

worry or hurry. The universe will give you a gentle nudge in 

the right direction. 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): If you are planning your next 

vacation, or even just thinking about a trip you want to take in 

the future, you must be realistic about how much it will cost. 

If you know you can afford it that’s fine. If not, maybe lower 

your sights a bit. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): You will get conflicting 

advice today about a business matter of some kind and while 

the moon is full you would be wise not to take any final deci-

sions. If others try to rush you maybe that’s not a good sign. 

Be cautious. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): A full moon in the partner-

ship area of your chart warns that some of the people you deal 

with today could get a bit touchy for no good reason. Promise 

yourself in advance that not matter how provocative their ac-

tions may be you won’t react in kind. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Teamwork is al-

ways essential but never more so than now. Both at home and 

at work you must look past your differences with loved ones 

and colleagues and focus on the things you have in common – 

a lot more than what keeps you apart. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): There is a lot of emo-

tional junk that you need to get rid of and if you start the 

process today you will see results before the end of the week. 

Any regrets you may have, and any ill feeling you have for 

other people, must be left behind. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): 

A loved one’s last minute-change of plan will annoy you 

but there is nothing you can do about it. It may even work in 

your favor as it gives you an excuse to go it alone, which may 

be what you wanted to do in the first place. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Full moons are always 

tricky but this one could be costly financially too. If you think 

you know what’s going on then almost certainly you don’t, so 

keep your money in your pocket until you know for sure what 

is really at stake.

'A legacy worth millions' - India's former 
royals who draw a meagre pension

Our  
advertising works! 
Try a low cost ad in 

Equality News and reap 
the benefits of the only 

print weekly newspaper. 
Call 647-216-2359 for 

rates

Faiyaz Ali Khan is among the 1,200 recipients of the wasika given to descendants of Awadh royal family

In Hussainabad, in the northern Indian state 

of Uttar Pradesh, 90-year-old Faiyaz Ali Khan 

makes his way to the Picture Gallery, a 19th Cen-

tury building that is a relic of the city's royal past. 

His hands tremble as he walks, but there is a 

sparkle in his eyes. He has come to collect his 

wasika or royal pension. 

Wasika, from the Persian word for a written 

agreement, is a pension granted to the descendants 

and associates of the rulers of the former Awadh 

kingdom. Awadh, now the central region of Uttar 

Pradesh, was ruled by semi-autonomous Muslim 

rulers - called nawabs - until the British annexed 

it in 1856. 

India no longer has a monarchy, and former 

royals do not have any titles, privileges or special 

payments, known as privy purses. However, while 

their kingdoms and political power have long dis-

appeared, some pension arrangements have con-

tinued for descendants of these families in states 

including Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Rajasthan. 

Roshan Taqui, a historian of Lucknow, where 

Hussainabad is located, says that in the early 1800s 

some members of the Awadh royal family lent 

money to the East India Company - which was 

then a British trading enterprise - on condition that 

the interest be paid out as pensions to their fami-

lies. These loans were perpetual, meaning the 

Company never had to return the principal amount. 

But soon, the British gained power in the re-

gion while the nawabs became weaker. 

Around that time, Mr Taqui says, several 

nawabs were also forced to lend money to the 

Company, which needed it to fight the Afghan war. 

Standing outside the Picture Gallery, which 

was built during the reign of former Awadh ruler 

Mohammad Ali Shah, Faiyaz Ali Khan says he has 

come to collect his payment after 13 months. 

"We've been receiving this wasika since the 

time of our great-grandparents. It's so little that I 

only come once a year to collect it," he said. 

The pension amount is meagre, just nine ru-

pees and 70 paise ($0.11; £0.08) a month, but for 

his family, it is about honour - their last living link 

to a once-rich past. 

"Even if we get just one paisa, we'll spend a 

thousand rupees to come and collect it," says his 

son Shikoh Azad. 

Today, around 1,200 people - known as 

wasikedars - continue to collect these pensions. 

However, the payouts are neither fixed nor 

uniform and decrease with each generation. For in-

stance, if a person received 100 rupees and had two 

children, the pension would be halved after their 

death, leaving each with 50 rupees. As descendants 

grew over time, the share of pensions became even 

smaller. 

The distribution of wasika began in 1817 

when Bahu Begum, the wife of Awadh's Nawab 

Shuja-ud-Daula, gave 40m rupees to the East India 

Company in two instalments on the condition that 

her relatives and associates receive monthly pen-

sions, according to Mr Taqui. 

Official records show that other people linked 

to the royal family also gave loans to the Company 

on similar terms. 

After India became independent in 1947, part 

of the money loaned by Bahu Begum was placed 

in a bank. 

According to Uttar Pradesh's wasika officer 

SP Tiwari, about 3m rupees was first deposited in 

the Reserve Bank of Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) 

and later moved to Kanpur and then Lucknow. 

Today, the pensions are paid out from the interest 

earned on around 2.6m rupees deposited in a local 

bank in the city. 

The payments are made by two offices in the 

Picture Gallery: the Hussainabad Trust, run by 

Lucknow's district administration, and the Uttar 

Pradesh government's wasika office. The govern-

ment now transfers pensions directly into bank ac-

counts, while the Trust pays in cash. 

Danish Ansari, Uttar Pradesh's minority wel-

fare minister, says the wasika is given out as per 

policy and that the practice "dates back to the 

Nawabs of Awadh". 

Critics argue that these allowances are rem-

nants of feudal privilege and should have no role 

today. But supporters see them as honorary com-

pensations tied to historical promises that cannot 

be easily brushed aside. 

Shahid Ali Khan, a lawyer who is also a ben-

eficiary of the royal pension, points to his own 

family's legacy. His grandfather was a minister to 

Nawab Mohammad Ali Shah. 
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Just over a month after leading his 

newly formed We Invest in Nationhood 

(WIN) political party to become the 

main opposition in the Guyana Na-

tional Assembly, billionaire business-

man Azruddin Mohamed has been 

indicted by a United States grand jury 

on multiple fraud-related charges. 

According to U.S. authorities, Mo-

hamed and his father, businessman 

Nazar “Shell” Mohamed, have been 

charged with wire and mail fraud, and 

conspiracy to commit money launder-

ing. The charges stem from allegations 

of tax evasion related to gold exports 

and the importation of a Lamborghini 

luxury vehicle. 

If convicted of conspiracy to com-

mit wire and mail fraud, both men—

who were sanctioned by the U.S. 

Treasury Department’s Office of For-

eign Assets Control (OFAC) in June 

2024—could face up to 20 years in 

prison on each count, three years of su-

pervised release, and fines of up to 

US$250,000 or twice the gross pecu-

niary gain or loss. 

On the charges of wire fraud, 

Azruddin Mohamed could also face a 

20-year prison sentence, three years of 

supervised release, and fines of up to 

US$250,000 or twice the pecuniary 

gain or loss. For conspiracy to commit 

money laundering, the grand jury is 

seeking a maximum of 20 years’ im-

prisonment, three years of supervised 

release, and a fine of US$500,000 or 

the value of the property involved in 

the transaction. 

The United States government has 

also requested that, upon conviction, 

the defendants forfeit to the U.S. “any 

property, real or personal, which consti-

tutes or is derived from proceeds trace-

able to such offense.” The property 

listed for forfeiture includes a shipment 

containing approximately US$5.3 mil-

lion in gold bars exported from Guyana 

by Mohamed’s Enterprise and seized at 

Miami International Airport on June 11, 

2024. 

According to the unsealed indict-

ment, between 2017 and June 2024, the 

defendants “did knowingly, and with 

the intent to further the objects of the 

conspiracy, combine, conspire, confed-

erate, and agree with each other and 

others, known and unknown to the 

Grand Jury, to commit offenses against 

the United States.” 

The indictment alleges that the 

purpose of the conspiracy was for the 

defendants to unlawfully enrich them-

selves and defraud the government of 

Guyana of taxes and royalties owed on 

gold exports. The U.S. accuses the Mo-

hameds of reusing empty boxes with 

intact Guyana Revenue Authority 

(GRA) and Guyana Gold Board (GGB) 

seals for shipments of gold, to make it 

appear as if Mohamed’s Enterprise had 

paid the required taxes and royalties 

when, in fact, it had not. 

The grand jury further alleges that 

the Mohameds paid bribes to Guyanese 

government officials, including cus-

toms officers, so they would accept 

shipments of gold with duplicate paper-

work and reused seals. The indictment 

claims the defendants shipped GRA 

and GGB seals from Miami to Mo-

hamed’s Enterprise in Guyana to facili-

tate the alleged scheme. 

“Nazar Mohamed and Azruddin 

Mohamed reused empty boxes with in-

tact GRA and GGB seals for shipments 

of gold to make it appear that Mo-

hamed’s Enterprise had paid Guyana 

taxes and royalties on shipments of 

gold when, in truth and in fact, Mo-

hamed’s Enterprise had not paid them 

on those shipments of gold,” the court 

document states. 

The indictment also includes alle-

gations surrounding the purchase and 

importation of a Lamborghini valued at 

approximately US$680,000. The U.S. 

grand jury alleges that Azruddin Mo-

hamed directed an unnamed individ-

ual—referred to as “Individual 1”—to 

acquire the car in California for his 

benefit and arrange its shipment from 

Miami to Guyana. 

He allegedly instructed the indi-

vidual to create a falsified invoice 

showing the Lamborghini’s value as 

US$75,300, far below its actual price, 

and caused the fake document to be 

presented to the Guyana Revenue Au-

thority. This alleged act enabled him to 

evade more than one million dollars in 

import taxes owed to the Guyanese 

government.

Guyana Opposition leader Mohamed 
indicted in US on fraud charges

Advertising in Equality 
News works. Just ask 

any of our clients.  
647-216-2359

Guyanese Opposition leader Azruddin Mohamed

Child among five dead in Linstead mass shooting
A quiet Sunday evening in the community of 

Commodore, Linstead, was shattered by gunfire 

when armed men, posing as police officers, attacked 

a family yard late Sunday, leaving five people dead 

and four others injured. Among the dead is a four-

year-old child. 

The shooting occurred around 8:45 p.m. along 

Commodore main road when several men, some re-

portedly wearing police-style vests, entered the prem-

ises and opened fire on the occupants. 

Assistant Commissioner of Police Christopher 

Phillips, who heads Area 5, described the attack as 

“very unfortunate and awful,” noting that Linstead 

had been relatively calm before the tragedy. 

“Nine persons were shot, five persons have so 

far been confirmed dead,” ACP Phillips told Observer 

Online. “We are here trying to put together the pieces 

to determine what really triggered such an awful situ-

ation. The community of Linstead has been doing 

pretty well since this year.” 

The deceased have been identified as four-year-

old Shannon Gordon, a student of Rosemount Pri-

mary and Infant School; Mario Sullivan, 42, of 

Rosemount District; Jushane Edwards, 19, of Rose-

mount District; Iysha Washington, 39, a vendor of 

Rosemount District; and Famous Amos, 22, a secu-

rity guard of Commodore District. 

Police confirmed that six males and three fe-

males were shot in the attack; two females and three 

males succumbed to their injuries. 

ACP Phillips said the location was known to the 

police, having been visited on several occasions due 

to “long-standing issues and challenges” involving 

the family. 

“The indicators so far are suggesting that this 

might be a continuation of gang conflict, which 

comes as a surprise to us because this area has been 

quiet for a while,” he said. “Unfortunately among the 

numbers we have a four-year-old who was brutally 

killed… the community is in shock.” 

Senior investigators and multiple police units 

were deployed to the scene as authorities worked to 

track down those responsible. 

Phillips noted that prior to Sunday night’s at-

tack, the Linstead area had recorded only eight mur-

ders this year, compared to more than 20 during the 

same period in 2024. 

“Linstead was doing pretty well and so this re-

ally comes as a shocker to us,” he said. 

Investigations are ongoing.
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Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minis-

ter Kamla Persad-Bissessar has taken 

on additional responsibilities following 

a reshuffling of ministerial portfolios, 

which also saw the renaming of two 

ministries. The adjustments were made 

by the President on the advice of the 

Prime Minister, in accordance with 

section 79(1) of the Constitution. 

While Persad-Bissessar has not 

commented publicly on the changes, 

Minister of Public Utilities and Minis-

ter in the Office of the Prime Minister 

Barry Padarath told Newsday that the 

reassignment aims to “harmonise the 

agencies and state enterprises where 

there is a natural fit, as well as for bet-

ter operations and functionality.” 

According to a gazette notice pub-

lished on October 4, Padarath was as-

signed new responsibilities for Power 

Generation, Trinidad Generation Un-

limited, and Powergen—portfolios that 

were previously under the purview of 

Minister of Energy and Energy Indus-

tries Dr Roodal Moonilal. 

Speaking with Newsday on Octo-

ber 5, Padarath welcomed the addi-

tions, noting that the arrangement had 

existed many years ago and would bet-

ter align with his current oversight of 

the Trinidad and Tobago Electricity 

Commission (T&TEC). He said the 

changes would allow for a review of 

existing power purchase agreements, 

which he claimed were neglected by 

the previous administration. 

“Further, the impact of the excess 

power on the national grid is something 

that we are looking at in terms of our 

partnerships with commercial entities,” 

Padarath said. “During the PNM ad-

ministration for the last nine-plus 

years, very little was addressed in the 

area of power generation in TT. It is 

our intention to review the agreements, 

make them more commercially viable, 

and explore untapped areas for invest-

ment. Of course, this will be done in 

consultation with all stakeholders as a 

long-term plan for the sector.” 

Dr Moonilal also expressed sup-

port for the changes, saying the re-

alignment will enable his ministry to 

focus on other priorities. 

“Realignment of portfolio areas 

lends itself to better synergies and effi-

ciencies. Our sector is not the same as 

it was a decade ago,” he said. “I am 

happy to concentrate more on our re-

gional energy and investment footprint 

and the key high-hanging fruits, as the 

country has already witnessed. Our 

economic future still depends highly on 

the energy sector and our reemergence 

as the hemispheric energy hub.” 

The reshuffle also expands the 

Prime Minister’s own responsibilities. 

Persad-Bissessar will now directly 

oversee matters relating to Heritage 

Buildings, Constitutional Reform, the 

National Trust, National Commission 

for Self-Help Limited, National Li-

brary Services, and the National Li-

brary and Information System 

Authority. Additionally, she will as-

sume responsibility for the Home Im-

provement Grants Policy, the Housing 

and Village Improvement Programme 

(HVIP), and the Government-Aided 

Self-Help Housing Programme 

(GASHHP), which were previously 

under the portfolios of Minister of Cul-

ture and Community Development 

Michelle Benjamin, Minister of Hous-

ing David Lee, and Minister of Public 

Administration Dominic Smith.

Trinidad Prime Minister expands  
portfolio in Cabinet reshuffle

Barry Paradath — gets portolio for power generation

Barbados’ tourism sector has 

recorded a 5.43 per cent increase in stay-

over arrivals between January and Au-

gust 2025, for a total of 503,000 visitors. 

And for the first time, the United States 

(US) has surpassed the United Kingdom 

(UK) as the island’s leading source mar-

ket. 

Barbados Tourism Marketing Inc.’s 

(BTMI) Chief Executive Officer, Andrea 

Franklin, said the US led tourist arrivals, 

followed by the UK and the Caribbean. 

“Arrivals from the United States of 

America stand at 179,753 visitors, mak-

ing the US now our number one source 

market this year,” she said on Friday, the 

final day of the Caribbean Tourism Or-

ganisation’s State of the Tourism Indus-

try Conference at the Hilton Barbados 

Resort. “This is particularly significant 

because all of you who may know Bar-

bados and the history of tourism in Bar-

bados, you know that the United 

Kingdom has always been our number 

one source market.” 

“This year, as well, we have the 

Caribbean performing very well. They 

are now our number three market, with 

70,984 visitors coming from the region,” 

she stated. 

Franklin credited the BTMI’s focus 

on airlift expansion for the US becoming 

the leading source market for the island. 

“So, what we did was a real double 

down on our airlift strategy. And we re-

ally went after building airlift to the des-

tination out of the US market. So, in 

winter 2025, we had in excess of 60,000 

additional seats from the US market. So, 

our airlift strategy was the pivotal point 

for us in terms of building the capacity 

to the destination out of the market,” she 

explained. 

“From January to August this year, 

stayover arrivals in Barbados increased 

by 5.43 per cent compared to the same 

period in 2024. That’s an additional 

25,000 visitors who chose our island. To 

put that into perspective, arrivals grew 

from 477,891 in 2024 to 503,000 in 

2025. These numbers tell us that Barba-

dos is not only attracting more visitors 

but also strengthening its position as a 

destination of choice in the region.” 

Cruise arrivals also showed growth, 

with 117,776 more passengers visiting 

the island. 

“Cruise performance so far for the 

year, and our stats are only showing Jan-

uary to July, we’ve welcomed 599,826 

cruise passengers, which is a growth of 

24 per cent over the same period,” 

Franklin reported. 

She further revealed that the Barba-

dos Port Inc. is enhancing its cruise in-

frastructure to improve the visitor 

experience. 

“Some of the things that the port are 

working on are ongoing modernisation 

and expansion of the facility at the 

Bridgetown Cruise Terminal, including 

improving the passenger flow, embarka-

tion and disembarkation services and 

port aesthetics. Plans are also on the way 

for greener port operations, including 

looking at digitalisation and shore power 

readiness and the introduction of smart 

port technology to streamline logistics 

and enhance operational efficiency,” she 

noted. 

 

US is now Barbados’ top tourist market
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Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minis-

ter Kamla Persad-Bissessar received the 

People’s Choice Leader Award at the 

2025 Caribbean Global Awards, held at 

the Cumberland Hotel in London on 

September 27. 

The award, determined by public 

vote, saw Persad-Bissessar top a list that 

included Barbados’ Mia Mottley, St Vin-

cent and the Grenadines’ Ralph Gon-

salves, Jamaica’s Andrew Holness, and 

Guyana’s Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali. Ralph 

Gonsalves placed second, Mottley third, 

and Holness and Ali finished fourth and 

fifth, respectively. 

Addressing the ceremony via video 

from New York, Persad-Bissessar said, 

“It is indeed a profound honour to accept 

the Caribbean Global People’s Choice 

Leader Award 2025. I do regret not being 

with you in person. However, my duties 

at the United Nations General Assembly 

have called me to New York where I 

carry the voice of Trinidad and Tobago 

and of our small island nations, speaking 

for resilience, fairness and the dignity 

and future of all people, especially our 

children.” 

She stressed that the award reflects 

collective achievement. “Yet even as I 

stand on that world stage, my heart is 

here with you because this award be-

longs not to me alone but to all of us who 

believe that unity is our greatest 

strength.” 

Persad-Bissessar reflected on her 

upbringing and journey into leadership, 

saying, “I was born in colonial Trinidad 

into a poor family in the rural village of 

Siparia. My late mother Rita sold roti to 

support our family whilst my father Lal-

raj worked as a bookkeeper. From those 

humble beginnings to becoming the first 

woman Prime Minister of Trinidad and 

Tobago, I learned that leadership is not a 

privilege but a duty to serve.” 

Highlighting her achievements in 

public service, she said, “Throughout 

four decades of public service, I have 

sought to turn compassion and equality 

into action. As Prime Minister from 

2010-2015, my Government created the 

Children’s Life Fund, we advanced uni-

versal secondary education, we formed 

the SEA and we provided laptops for 

every student, and we also expanded 

higher learning.” 

On her current term, she added, “I 

continue that mission, revitalising the 

economy, modernising energy, advanc-

ing digital transformation, and ensuring 

governance that is transparent, inclusive 

and centred on people’s lives.” 

Persad-Bissessar also emphasised 

the broader purpose of recognition, say-

ing, “Tonight’s celebration is more than 

an award; it is a reminder that recogni-

tion must serve a purpose. Even when 

progress feels like two steps forward and 

one back, we must keep faith, choosing 

evidence over noise, dignity over cyni-

cism, inclusion over indifference and 

truth over silence.” 

She made a heartfelt call to action 

for communities and leaders, urging 

them to “lift up one vulnerable child, 

show them that they can lead. Open the 

doors of your classrooms, your work-

places, your creative spaces and let them 

see what is possible. Share with them the 

struggles of past generations so they 

know resilience is our inheritance.” 

Persad-Bissessar concluded: “Our 

ancestors forged democracies from bro-

ken colonial fragments, from stolen 

lives, from stolen dignity and from 

stolen heritage, and yet still they endured 

so that we could rise. In lifting the most 

vulnerable, we transform talent into 

leadership, hope into history and ensure 

the promise of our countries and the sur-

vival of our generations to come.” 

She also congratulated her fellow 

honorees.

Kamla wins People’s Choice Leader 
Award at Caribbean Global Awards
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Kamla Persad-Bissessar

Jamaica has once again received widespread recogni-

tion at the 2025 Caribbean World Travel Awards, further ce-

menting its reputation as a premier tourist destination in the 

region. 

The island was named Caribbean’s Leading Destination 

for the nineteenth time, a testament to its sustained excel-

lence in hospitality and tourism. 

The annual World Travel Awards, often described as the 

“Oscars of the travel industry,” celebrate outstanding per-

formance across hotels, airlines, destinations, and hospitality 

services. Jamaica’s multiple accolades this year underscore 

the nation’s commitment to quality, innovation, and deliver-

ing memorable visitor experiences. 

“Jamaica continues to punch above its weight by sur-

passing expectations in its hospitality delivery,” said Hon. 

Edmund Bartlett, Jamaica’s Minister of Tourism. “These ac-

colades underpin the excellent contribution of our people, 

who are at the heart of the sector. We are truly grateful for 

this recognition and proud as we are on the cusp of welcom-

ing five million visitors to our shores and earning US$5 bil-

lion for our economy.” 

Among its top awards, Jamaica was named Caribbean’s 

Leading Cruise Destination and Caribbean’s Leading Desti-

nation, while key partners in airport, cruise, and hotel cate-

gories also received recognition for their contributions. 

“Our island continues to be top of mind through our au-

thentic tourism experiences, from food to music, and this 

recognition cements Jamaica as a top-tier destination,” said 

Donovan White, Jamaica’s Director of Tourism. “Thanks to 

all our partners who have worked hard to remain consistent 

and unique.” 

The awards highlight the value of ongoing investment 

in transport infrastructure, visitor convenience, and service 

excellence.  

JA crowned top tourist destination
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Sandals Resorts International 

(SRI) CEO Adam Stewart has an-

nounced that the company will begin 

designing a new Beaches resort at Mt 

Wynne in 2026, marking another major 

investment in Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines’ tourism landscape. 

Speaking at a signing ceremony in 

Buccament Bay on Monday, Stewart 

said the new project represents a 

US$500 million investment and will 

feature approximately 500 rooms. The 

planned resort is expected to employ 

nearly 2,000 Vincentians once fully op-

erational. 

“So, prime minister, we are here to 

sign today an agreement to build at this 

stage what looks like the vision of a 

500-bedroom, $500 million Beaches 

resort in this country,” Stewart said 

ahead of the signing of the confidential 

documents with Prime Minister Ralph 

Gonsalves. 

Sandals had originally planned to 

build the Beaches property at Bucca-

ment Bay but pivoted after the pan-

demic to launch a Sandals resort there, 

which opened in March 2024. “That 

was our original commitment to the 

country — to build a Beaches. And of 

course, we pivoted after COVID to the 

Sandals,” Stewart explained. 

The new Beaches resort will 

showcase local inspiration, with Stew-

art noting that the Red Lane Spa will 

draw on the island’s volcanic minerals 

and cultural heritage. “This is a vol-

canic island, and we’re going to use 

those minerals, all that history, and in-

fuse it into the next generation of Red 

Lane Spa,” he said. 

From cuisine to design, Stewart 

promised the property would reflect the 

best of Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines. “Gastronomically, we’re 

going to go overboard,” he said, refer-

encing Buccan — a Sandals concept 

restaurant that sources its ingredients 

from local farmers. “From a water park 

point of view, we’re going to build 

something extraordinary.” 

Stewart also highlighted the 

broader economic impact of Sandals’ 

presence, noting that the company em-

ploys over 150 Vincentians across four 

Caribbean islands, and 250 more are 

set to train in Turks and Caicos ahead 

of the opening of a new Beaches resort 

there in March 2026. 

Praising Prime Minister Gon-

salves’ leadership on Caribbean inte-

gration, Stewart emphasized the 

importance of regional self-reliance. 

“Nobody is coming to rescue this re-

gion. It is on the people of this region 

to recognise that the almighty created 

the most beautiful tapestry for us to 

share with the world,” he said. 

He added that Sandals, a proudly 

Caribbean-born brand, will continue to 

work with governments across the re-

gion “to champion and explain to the 

world that if they give us that opportu-

nity to come here, we will give them 

the best holiday that money can buy.: 

Sandals to begin design of $500M 
Beaches Resort in St. Vincent in 2026

Artist’s concept of the new Sandals Resort in St Vincent

The St. Kitts and Nevis govern-

ment has welcomed the inclusion of the 

twin-island Federation in the Regional 

Economical Agri-Insurance Pro-

gramme (REAP), developed by the St. 

Vincent and the Grenadines-based 

Lynch Caribbean Brokers Ltd. 

The announcement was made dur-

ing the 19th Caribbean Week of Agri-

culture (CWA 2025), recently held in 

St. Kitts. Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Marine Resources Minister Samal 

Duggins described the initiative as a 

vital pillar for national resilience and 

regional innovation. 

“Agriculture and fisheries remain 

at the heart of our nation’s food secu-

rity, livelihoods, and economic re-

silience. Yet, farmers and fishers are 

increasingly vulnerable to risks beyond 

their control—climate change, unpre-

dictable weather patterns, natural disas-

ters, pests, and market volatility,” 

Duggins said. 

Under the REAP project, local 

farmers and fishers will benefit from a 

regional insurance programme de-

signed to reduce vulnerability to natu-

ral disasters, market shocks, and the 

growing impacts of climate change. 

The initiative, set to launch soon in 

partnership with the Ministry of Agri-

culture, Fisheries and Marine Re-

sources, offers a flexible multi-peril 

parametric insurance model tailored for 

the agriculture and fisheries sectors. 

Unlike traditional insurance sys-

tems that rely on individual loss assess-

ments, REAP uses advanced 

index-based data and satellite monitor-

ing to trigger payouts once pre-defined 

thresholds are met or surpassed. The 

coverage spans crops, livestock, and 

fisheries, providing comprehensive 

protection for producers across the 

Federation. 

The government will cover the in-

surance premiums for all registered 

farmers and fishers. Once a payout 

index is triggered, beneficiaries are no-

tified within two to three weeks, and 

payments are distributed directly per 

policy. 

St. Kitts and Nevis is among nine 

Caribbean Community (CARICOM) 

countries that have signed onto the pro-

gramme. St. Lucia officially launched 

REAP in July 2025. 

Lynch Caribbean Brokers Manag-

ing Director Damian Bowen said the 

programme’s design was informed by 

extensive national consultations. 

“REAP’s development was the result of 

careful collaboration with key stake-

holders during the first quarter of 

2025,” he said. “Together with experts 

from the Ministry of Agriculture and 

members of the farming and fishing 

communities, we created a model tai-

lored to real needs rather than abstract 

assumptions.” 

In a statement, Lynch Caribbean 

Brokers Ltd added that “REAP is not a 

product on a shelf, it is an agri-insur-

ance value chain in motion,” integrat-

ing technology, local expertise, and 

regional cooperation to build agricul-

tural resilience. 

Beyond financial protection, 

REAP will introduce livelihood protec-

tion measures, a national enrolment 

campaign, public education seminars, 

and digital dashboards aimed at im-

proving transparency and data-driven 

decision-making across the sector. 

Minister Duggins reaffirmed the 

government’s commitment to building 

resilience in agriculture and fisheries. 

“These tools are not luxuries—they are 

necessities that provide a safety net, en-

suring that the men and women who 

dedicate their lives to feeding our peo-

ple can recover quickly after shocks 

and continue their work without being 

pushed into financial hardship,” he 

said.

St. Kitts joins Regional Agricultural Insurance Programme
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Acting Commissioner of Prisons 

Hayden Forde says more than 600 

drone drops have been detected across 

Trinidad’s prisons between April and 

October this year, with the majority oc-

curring at the Maximum Security 

Prison in Arouca. 

Forde, speaking on a local televi-

sion programme Monday, said the 

growing use of drones to smuggle con-

traband has become a serious challenge 

for prison authorities, adding that some 

officers are also complicit in the illegal 

activity. 

“The greatest challenge that we 

face on a daily basis would be drone 

flights. Drone flights take place every 

single day,” Forde said. “So, the crimi-

nal realise that that’s a weak spot and 

they are actually using that to their ad-

vantage. Despite that we have officers 

who are intercepting some of those 

drops, the vast majority, obviously 

based on the flight patterns… we have 

not been able to intercept.” 

He revealed that between April 4 

and October 4, 2025, prison officials 

recorded 626 drone sightings, most of 

which occurred over the Maximum Se-

curity Prison — home to the largest 

population of remanded inmates. 

Forde said that while officers have 

managed to recover some of the contra-

band, the prison system lacks the nec-

essary technology and resources to 

effectively counter the problem. He 

also admitted that several officers have 

been aiding in the smuggling opera-

tions. 

“We have several rogue officers 

who are operating in our system. De-

spite efforts to weed them out, they are 

still in our system,” he said. “They are 

complicit, and I am not going to hide 

that at all… as far as I am concerned 

they are gang members, they are part of 

a criminal network.” 

The comments follow a recent 

joint operation in which police and 

prison officers arrested two people — 

including a 13-year-old boy — who al-

legedly attempted to fly a drone loaded 

with marijuana, cigarettes, wrapping 

paper, and cellphones into the Maxi-

mum Security Prison. 

Forde said talks are ongoing with 

Minister of Homeland Security Roger 

Alexander on possible countermea-

sures, including anti-drone systems ca-

pable of detecting, disabling, or 

tracking the devices back to their oper-

ators. 

“What is really needed are anti-

drone devices that are in a fixed place, 

but can cover a certain radius and… de-

tect it, capture it, defuse it,” he said. “It 

can send it back to the operator where 

the police can follow the drone and 

make an arrest if possible.” 

The prison chief also expressed 

alarm over the involvement of minors 

in smuggling operations. “It seems as 

though they are training people to get 

involved in criminal activities and con-

tinue on that line,” Forde said. “That is 

alarming to us as a society, because ba-

sically what they’re doing is succession 

planning… ensuring that crime is not 

abated in this country.”

T&T Prisons Chief: over 600 drone drops 
into Maximum Security Jail
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The Maximum Security Prison in East Trinidad



The West Indies cricket commu-

nity is mourning the passing of Bernard 

Julien, one of the region’s most gifted 

all-rounders and a proud member of the 

legendary team that captured the inau-

gural Men’s Cricket World Cup in 

1975. 

Julien, who combined elegance at 

the crease with guile and precision as a 

left-arm seamer, passed away on Satur-

day night at his home in Valsayn, north-

west Trinidad, at the age of 75, a family 

member confirmed. 

The outpouring of tributes from 

across the Caribbean spoke not only to 

Julien’s sporting brilliance but to the 

warmth of his character and the endur-

ing mark he left on generations of play-

ers and fans alike. 

From Sir Clive Lloyd, his former 

captain and long-time friend, to Cricket 

West Indies (CWI) and the West Indies 

Players’ Association (WIPA), the trib-

utes formed a single chorus of respect 

for a man whose career embodied both 

triumph and complexity. 

Together, they hailed Julien as a 

cricketer of rare talent and deep in-

tegrity — a man who not only helped 

shape the West Indies’ early dominance 

in world cricket but also navigated the 

sport’s most challenging moral cross-

roads with humanity and grace. 

Leading the tributes, Sir Clive 

Lloyd remembered Julien as a depend-

able, selfless teammate and a corner-

stone of the World Cup-winning side. 

“He always gave you over 100 

percent,” Lloyd recalled. “He never 

shirked his duties, and I could always 

rely on him with bat and ball. He gave 

his all every time … what a fine crick-

eter.” 

The former West Indies captain 

also spoke fondly of Julien’s spirit and 

humility. 

“We all had total respect for him. 

He enjoyed himself and was loved by 

everyone around. I remember we won 

the Test match at Lord’s and stood 

there signing autographs for a long 

time. He was good for us and was held 

in high regard everywhere we went.” 

CWI: “A quiet legend of the 1975 

World Cup” 

In a moving statement, Cricket 

West Indies (CWI) President Dr. 

Kishore Shallow reflected on Julien’s 

dual legacy — his cricketing excellence 

and the social complexities that defined 

his era. 

“The passing of Bernard Julien in-

vites reflection on both the brilliance of 

his cricketing life and the complex 

times through which he lived,” Shallow 

said. “His career reminds us that the 

story of West Indies cricket is not only 

about triumphs on the field but about 

the choices and circumstances that 

shaped generations of players and the 

region itself.” 

Shallow described Julien as “one 

of the quiet legends of the 1975 World 

Cup,” noting that the tournament — 

half a century ago — brought a sense 

of Caribbean unity and joy like no 

other. 

“His skill and composure were 

central to that victory,” Shallow added. 

“To the family, friends, and loved ones 

of Bernard Julien, we extend our deep-

est condolences.” 

WIPA: “We honor his lasting con-

tribution” 

The West Indies Players’ Associa-

tion (WIPA) also expressed deep sor-

row, extending sympathy to Julien’s 

family and loved ones. 

WIPA president and CEO, Wavell 

Hinds, said: “WIPA expresses sincere 

condolences to the friends and family 

of former West Indies cricketer Bernard 

Julien. May you find strength and 

peace amid your grief. We honor 

Bernard Julien’s lasting contribution to 

the game we love; may his soul rest in 

peace.” 

A career of brilliance and depth 

Born in Carenage, Trinidad, in 

1950, Bernard Julien’s cricketing jour-

ney began at 18, when he made his 

first-class debut. By 23, he was wear-

ing the maroon cap for the West Indies 

on their 1973 tour of England — a se-

ries in which he announced himself 

with flair and authority. 

At Lord’s, the “Home of Cricket,” 

he scored a magnificent 121 off 127 

balls, sharing a record partnership with 

Sir Garfield Sobers, who remained un-

beaten on 150. It was the kind of in-

nings that signaled the arrival of a 

player of rare poise and power. 

Two years later, Julien’s all-round 

brilliance shone again on the world 

stage. During the 1975 World Cup, he 

delivered match-winning spells of 4 for 

20 against Sri Lanka and 4 for 27 

against New Zealand in the semi-final 

at The Oval — performances that pro-

pelled the West Indies into the final, 

where they defeated Australia to lift 

cricket’s first world crown. 

In total, Julien played 24 Test 

matches, scoring 866 runs at an average 

of 30.92 and taking 50 wickets at 

37.36. In One-Day Internationals, he 

claimed 18 wickets at 25.72. 

A complex chapter and an endur-

ing legacy 

Julien’s international career came 

to an early close following his partici-

pation in the 1982–83 rebel tours to 

South Africa — a decision that resulted 

in a life ban from West Indies cricket at 

the height of the apartheid boycott. 

Dr. Shallow acknowledged the 

moral and personal struggles of that pe-

riod, noting that such choices reflected 

“the difficult realities of that era and 

the pressures faced by players navigat-

ing competing demands of opportunity, 

conscience, and circumstance.” 

Yet for all the turbulence, Julien’s 

contributions remain woven into the 

tapestry of West Indian cricket — his 

artistry with bat and ball, his quiet dig-

nity, and his place among the pioneers 

who laid the foundation for future gen-

erations. 

Remembering a gentleman of the 

game 

For the Caribbean cricket family, 

Bernard Julien will be remembered as 

more than a statistic or a scorecard 

entry. He was part of the West Indies’ 

coming of age — a cricketer whose 

performances embodied a people’s 

pride and whose life mirrored the strug-

gles and triumphs of his time. 

As Sir Clive Lloyd put it, “He 

gave his all every time.” 

That spirit — of effort, excellence, 

and enduring grace — is what will for-

ever define Bernard Julien, one of West 

Indies cricket’s quiet giants.
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Bernard Julien, World Cup hero, 
remembered for grace and grit
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Bernard Julien — died at 75
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Indian legend Gavaskar delivers 
blistering rating of WI after rout
Indian cricket icon Sunil Gavaskar 

has delivered a blistering assessment of 

the West Indies’ latest Test humiliation, 

lamenting that the once-feared 

Caribbean pace battery now resembles 

a group of “net bowlers” after their in-

nings-and-140-run defeat to India in 

the opening Test. 

The contest, so one-sided it barely 

rippled the cricketing world, stood in 

stark contrast to the bygone era when a 

victory over the West Indies would 

have been headline news across conti-

nents. The team that once embodied 

swagger, speed, and dominance now 

appeared a pale shadow of its illustri-

ous past. 

“Is this really the West Indies pace 

attack?” 

Writing in his Sportstar column, 

Gavaskar spared little in his critique of 

the visitors’ bowling, singling out only 

Jayden Seales for praise. 

“In Ahmedabad, apart from Jay-

den Seales, the other two were simply 

trundlers,” Gavaskar observed. “No 

disrespect intended to them, but to see 

the first bouncer being bowled after 

half a dozen overs had been bowled 

made one ask, ‘Is this really the West 

Indies pace attack?’” 

He lamented the absence of intim-

idation and tactical sharpness — traits 

that once defined Caribbean fast bowl-

ing. Gavaskar emphasized that while 

the short ball demands considerable ef-

fort, it remains an essential “surprise 

weapon” capable of unsettling even the 

most accomplished batters. 

“It’s not just about raw pace,” he 

implied, “but about the intent to chal-

lenge — to make the batsman think 

twice.” 

The gulf in class between the two 

sides was glaring, particularly with the 

bat. India’s line-up — led by KL Rahul, 

Dhruv Jurel, and Ravindra Jadeja, each 

registering centuries — piled on a 

mountain of runs with clinical author-

ity. In response, the West Indies’ effort 

was timid and fragmented, with only 

Alick Athanaze (38) and Justin Greaves 

(32) showing brief signs of resistance. 

Gavaskar described the display as 

dispiriting for fans who remember the 

Caribbean’s golden era, when batting 

icons such as Viv Richards, Clive 

Lloyd, Gordon Greenidge, and Brian 

Lara struck fear into bowlers world-

wide. 

“For a team that once boasted of 

the likes of Viv Richards, Clive Lloyd, 

Gordon Greenidge, and Brian Lara,” he 

wrote, “there is simply nobody in this 

current team who looks like getting a 

million country miles close to them.” 

The West Indies have not won a 

single Test against India since 2002, a 

stretch spanning 25 matches, of which 

India have triumphed in 15. 

Indian superstar Sunil Gavaskar
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