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Executives of the National Milling Company 

(NAMILCO) on Tuesday met with President, Dr 

Irfaan Ali; Senior Minister in the Office of the 

President with Responsibility for Finance, Dr 

Ashni Singh and Minister of the Public Service, 

Government Efficiency, and Implementation, Zul-

fikar Ally, to discuss their investment plans for the 

company and shared their vision for future expan-

sion. 

NAMILCO, owned and managed by 

Seaboard Corporation, on Tuesday announced a 

major $10 billion investment to expand and mod-

ernise the country’s flour-milling industry, a move 

that will strengthen local production, enhance ex-

port capacity and advance Guyana’s role in re-

gional food security. According to the company, 

the landmark project includes the construction of 

a state-of-the-art processing mill, expanded 

wheat-storage facilities and an enhanced wharf to 

handle growing domestic and export demand. It 

marks one of the largest single investments in 

Guyana’s agro-industrial sector to date.

Legal luminary given Silk 
posthumously by Pres. Ali

Full story 

inside

New $10B state-of-the-art flour 
mill and wharf to be built by 2027
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Guyanese Attorney-at-law Rinee 

Kissoon who died last week, has been 

posthumously anointed as a Senior Coun-

sel by President Irfaan Ali in honour of her 

legal achievements. 

President Ali confirmed the confer-

ment as many of Kissoon’s friends and col-

leagues hailed the move as she will forever 

be remembered as Rinee Kissoon, S.C. 

Kissoon passed away on October 7 

and her funeral was held on October 10 

where the President announced the confer-

ment. 

“She will be remembered as a highly 

skilled attorney-at-law whose commitment 

to her clients and to service within the jus-

tice system was defined by technical excel-

lence. Whether in the courtroom or in quiet 

consultation, she gave of herself fully by 

preparing meticulously, advocating fear-

lessly, and upholding the noblest traditions 

of the Bar,” the President expressed. 

“She had an unshakable sense of duty 

to her clients and to the law and possessed 

an admirable mastery of the law. Rinee’s 

dedication to her clients went far beyond 

the letter of professional obligation. She 

represented many who could not afford her 

– those whose means were modest but 

whose causes were just. Their inability to 

pay her true worth never diminished her 

representation of them. Even when she was 

unwell, her clients never saw hesitation or 

half-measure. She remains a shining exam-

ple of what true service to the law should 

be.” 

Ali also said that the legal profession 

has lost an outstanding member. 

“To attain the status of Senior Coun-

sel is an indication that one has reached the 

pinnacle of their career and has demon-

strated excellence in the contributions they 

made to the development of law through 

active practice or otherwise,” her friend, 

colleague and Minister of Local Govern-

ment, Priya Manickchand wrote in tribute 

on her Facebook Page as she expressed 

that it was most deserving. 

The attorney and wife of Chief Jus-

tice (Ag) Navindra Singh passed away this 

week with tributes pouring in for the wife, 

mother, friend, and model lawyer. 

“I have known Rinee since we were 

law students, that is, long before her ad-

mission to the Bar in 1995. She was bril-

liant, eloquent and charming. She had an 

air of flair and flamboyance that was 

uniquely hers. She can, arguably, be cred-

ited for introducing into the legal profes-

sion an inimitable fashionable mode of 

stylish attire, which many have since emu-

lated. At the time Rinee entered the profes-

sion, it was still male dominated by some 

of the most respected and experienced 

legal giants. Against them, she held her 

own, won their respect and on many occa-

sions prevailed over them on complex mat-

ters of law and procedures. I had the 

fortune of appearing in many cases against 

her,” Attorney General Anil Nandlall SC 

said on his Facebook page. 

“By the time she migrated to the 

United States some years later, she was al-

ready a household name in Guyana and a 

role model, in particular, for females, in the 

profession. As expected, she distinguished 

herself at the New York Bar as well. She 

returned to Guyana when her husband was 

appointed a puisne judge. One of the last 

trials I did before returning to the Office of 

Attorney General in 2020, was a land dis-

pute and she was the lawyer on the other 

side. As usual, she was a most able adver-

sary. No doubt she would have qualified 

to be considered for silk. However, she 

was chosen for a higher elevation. The 

profession has lost a noble daughter. I will 

certainly miss her,” he added.  

“Rinee Kissoon will always be re-

membered for her dedication and integrity 

that inspired others around her,” Haneen 

Mcnamee expressed, while Samuel Hig-

gins noted, “She was a special person, a 

great lawyer, an advocate, and a friend. We 

will all miss her.” And Naresh Persaud re-

flected, Rinee was a kind and beautiful 

soul. We grew up together at Bel Air and 

enjoyed August holidays at the Bee Hive 

estate home with the cousins. Good memo-

ries.”  

Rinee Kissoon comes from a family 

of legal luminaries. Her father is highly re-

spected Guyanese lawyer Jailall Kissoon, 

while her husband is the Chief Justice of 

Guyana, Justice Navindra Singh. 

Her uncle, the late Justice Nandram 

Kissoon was a Justice of Appeal of the 

Court of Appeal of Guyana, and her 

brother, Sandil Kissoon is a sitting Puisne 

Judge. She leaves to mourn, in addition to 

them, her two children Anushka and 

Naveen.
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The decision by Guyana Attorney Gen-

ral Basil Williams to file two appeals of

he decision by Chief Justice Roxanne

George-Wiltshire’s findings that last De-

ember’s No-confidence vote against the

government was constitutional, is grasping

at straws.

“The Honourable Chief Justice Rox-

anne George-Wiltshire erred and misdi-

ected herself in law when she ruled that

he motion of no-confidence upon a divi-

ion vote of 33:32 members of the National

Assembly was validly passed as the requi-

ite majority of all the elected members of

he National Assembly, pursuant to article

06 (6) of the constitution,” the Attorney

General contends in his appeal.

In her decision, CJ George-Wiltshire

xplained that in getting a majority, one

ide must acquire one more than the other

ide. An absolute majority, she said, as

pecified by the constitution, is a majority

of all Members of Parliament present re-

gardless if they are present or not. The

chief justice concluded that an absolute ma-

jority is 33.

As such, she ruled, the motion was con-

stitutionally allowed, and therefore legal.

This means that the Granger government

must abide by the constitution, which says

they must step down and call elections

within 90 days of the date of the no confi-

dence vote, which was December 21, 2018.

It is reasonable to expect that the

Granger administration, which is sworn to

uphold the constitution, will abide by it,

now that its bid to overturn the vote has

been found lacking.

If it fails to do so, it becomes an illegal

administration.

The move by Williams, therefore,

seems to us just another attempt to forestall

the inevitable in a desperate bid to hold on

to power.

Legal minds everywhere have said that

the government has no ground to stand on

via this latest appeal. All it is doing is drag-

ging the country through political uncer-

tainty at a time when clear leadership is

needed to move the nation forward in terms

of dealing with its own fledgling oil econ-

omy, as well as the international crisis in

Venezuela, right next door.

Security issues at home are also para-

mount, with crime seeming to be on an

ever-increasing trajectory that includes the

shooting last week of one of Guyana’s most

celebrated expatriates, Dr Brian O’Toole,

and murders that are happening almost

every day.

AG Williams and President Granger

might also be accused of trying to buy time

to use the offices they hold to try to dis-

credit any opposition they may face at the

polls, including using the state-controlled

media as well as law enforcement tactics to

bring them into disrepute.

They may think these are strategic

moves, but the drama is being seen by the

international community for what it is: a

desperate attempt to hold onto power. The

global community has communicated as

much to the Guyana government.

To add to the woes, the Guyana Elec-

tions Commission, headed by a geriatric

chairman who has been in ill health, is now

saying that the agency will not be prepared

to hold elections until July – four months

after it is constitutionally due.

Since the chairman of the agency was

handpicked by the Granger administration,

we have to openly wonder whether this,

too, is another delaying tactic by the gov-

ernment.

It’s time to stop the games and call the

elections now.

Guyana’s democracy, hard fought for, is

at stake.

Stop the games, AG Williams
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Open Letter: Violent act won’t stop me
Dear Friends,

My wife and I came to Guyana 41 years

ago to try and be of service to the Bahá’í

ommunity. As we have no clergy in the

Bahá’í Faith we found employment in vari-

ous fields of education. 21 years ago we

tarted School of the Nations which began

with 5 children and has now grown to a com-

munity of more than 3,500. We have partner-

hips with the Universities of Cambridge,

London, Bedfordshire and with ABE in the

UK that allow us to offer internationally ac-

redited undergraduate and graduate pro-

grammes. The School of Nations has been a

ource of great joy to us as we have seen our

graduates serve in important capacities in

Guyana and other part of the world.

But then a new chapter opened last Sun-

day when I was shot outside my home by

what many people believe may be someone

from the Nations community. I was informed

only yesterday that this news has reached the

Daily Mail and the Times in the UK and as

uch wanted to share this update.

Since one of the bullets shattered my

bone and damaged the artery in my arm a

great amount of time and effort has now been

devoted to my own care in one of the very

good hospitals in Georgetown. But, of

course, the other major priority has been the

safety of the school community. Our team at

Nations has been working tirelessly to ad-

dress thatand regain the peace and compo-

sure we have had at Nations for more than

two decades.

This violent action from a member of the

public is totally new in Guyana and unprece-

dented. But it would appear that it has been

fuelled by social media where initial com-

ments by a handful students in Guyana has

been transformed by comments from a small

group of students in North American and

grew into aggressive and dangerous state-

ments. It was a dramatic example to us of the

very real dangers of social media which dra-

matically escalated to the shooting on Sun-

day night. So on the one hand we are now

trying to look at the physical challenges to

overcome to make our school community

safe for everyone. But the other challenge is

to try to reflect on the source of such actions. 

In the final analysis these terrible actions,

whether here or in other countries, are a

symptom of the breakdown in society and as

such we need radical steps to address social

issues. Whilst we don’t pretend what we are

sharing now is the solution across George-

town or Guyana we wanted to share the sup-

port and training we are giving to our

students in Nations. I recently took a group

of sixteen of our 6th Formers to our sister

school in Canada, Nancy Campbell Acad-

emy in Stratford, Ontario for 8 days to learn

about the power of the arts but more impor-

tantly to learn about social issues and what

youth can do to address them. This has been

part of an ongoing programme of training at

Nations and indeed at our house on this re-

flective process.

Several months ago , we started a weekly

programme with 6th Formers helping stu-

dents from Forms 1, 2, and 3 get together to

study material related to the purpose of life

and how to lead moral and fulfilling lives as

well as how to deal with the turbulence char-

acteristic of youth today whether in Guyana

or any country in the world. There are now

seventeen 6th Formers supporting this pro-

gramme. In addition, they use art, music,

sport, and drama to facilitate these discus-

sions. 

Surely now part of our conversation has

got to be how do we address the social issues

and definitely at the same time take the nec-

essary steps to deal with threats and vio-

lence. These activities have proven really

stimulating and uplifting and are addressing

some of the challenges the youth face all

over this country and indeed all over the

world. We have been very fortunate in this

process to have had youth from the UK,

Canada and other countries to help develop

this intervention. Partly the idea of sharing

this message is simply to explore one re-

sponse to the growing violence in our soci-

ety.

In the final analysis these challenges can

only be addressed by us all working together.

Heartfelt greetings

Dr. Brian O’Toole, MBE

Director, School of the Nations 

Dangers of online gambling
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ONLINE betting and gambling 

have swiftly become one of the most 

dangerous and fast-spreading addictions 

of the digital era, a global phenomenon 

that has outpaced almost every other 

trend in both reach and destruction. 

Behind the flashing lights and 

promises of quick riches lie stories of 

broken families, financial ruin, and 

mental collapse. 

The World Health Organization 

(WHO) and The Lancet Commission 

have already sounded the alarm on the 

growing threat of online gambling ad-

diction, warning of its dire conse-

quences—not just for individual 

well-being, but also for society at large. 

From depression, anxiety, and sui-

cide to domestic violence, job loss, and 

family breakdowns, the costs of this 

silent epidemic are staggering. 

Here in Guyana, Vice-President 

Bharrat Jagdeo has emerged as one of 

the few leaders in the Caribbean to con-

front this issue head-on. 

During two consecutive press con-

ferences, he addressed the devastating 

social and economic toll of online gam-

bling and signalled the government’s in-

tention to introduce regulatory controls, 

including access restrictions and taxa-

tion on operators. 

His position is clear: no responsi-

ble government can ignore a crisis that 

is quietly tearing families apart. 

We strongly commend and fully 

support the Vice-President’s decisive 

stance. Jagdeo’s advocacy is not about 

policing individual freedoms; it is about 

protecting the vulnerable—especially 

young people and working-class citi-

zens—from a digital addiction that mas-

querades as entertainment,` but 

functions as a social disease. 

Globally, the statistics are alarm-

ing. A Lancet study estimates that fam-

ilies could lose over US$700 billion 

annually by 2028 to online gambling. 

Already, more than 450 million 

people worldwide are affected, with 

over 80 million suffering serious conse-

quences such as job loss, financial dev-

astation, and family disintegration. 

Although Guyana has not yet con-

ducted a comprehensive national study 

on the impact of online betting, the 

signs are visible. 

From farmers and teachers to 

housewives and public servants, more 

and more citizens are being drawn into 

the grip of betting apps. What was once 

confined to glitzy casinos is now carried 

in our pockets, on smartphones, tablets, 

and computers. As a result, gambling 

has become accessible anywhere, any-

time, by anyone. 

This new digital frontier has 

blurred the line between leisure and ad-

diction. It is not uncommon to hear of 

sugar workers betting during field 

breaks, teachers gambling between 

classes, or housewives spending hours 

online instead of engaging in family 

life. 

Even professionals and politicians 

have not been immune. The accessibil-

ity and anonymity of online gambling 

have amplified its risks exponentially. 

Like the tobacco and alcohol in-

dustries before it, the online gambling 

sector has deployed lavish advertising 

and lobbying campaigns to glamorise 

the habit and resist regulation. 

The results are predictable: mount-

ing debt, social decline, and rising men-

tal health crises, all while corporate 

operators rake in massive profits at the 

expense of society’s most vulnerable. 

Guyana currently has no regulatory 

framework governing online betting and 

gambling, which leaves citizens ex-

posed to predatory marketing and addic-

tion traps. 

Around the world, only a few na-

tions—mostly developed economies—

have successfully imposed strong 

controls. In most regions, the trend is to-

ward liberalisation rather than protec-

tion, a dangerous shift that prioritises 

corporate gain over public welfare. 

Vice-President Jagdeo’s proposed 

reforms seek to balance personal free-

dom with social responsibility. His ap-

proach mirrors the government’s 

broader philosophy—allowing innova-

tion and technology to flourish, while 

ensuring that public welfare is safe-

guarded. In this regard, Jagdeo’s call for 

regulation is both timely and necessary. 

Guyana already has existing laws 

governing casino licensing in hotels and 

entertainment venues. 

When these were enacted, Parlia-

ment’s Special Select Committee en-

sured that the process was transparent 

and participatory, with inputs from both 

lawmakers and the public. The same ap-

proach should now guide the national 

conversation on regulating the online 

gambling industry. 

This is not just a policy issue—it is 

a moral and social imperative. The gov-

ernment’s move to address online bet-

ting should be seen as part of a broader 

commitment to strengthening family 

structures, promoting mental health, and 

safeguarding economic stability. 

Vice-President Bharrat Jagdeo’s 

leadership on this matter exemplifies 

the kind of courage and foresight that 

Guyana needs at this juncture. 

By confronting a problem that 

many would rather ignore, he has 

shown what responsible and people-

centred governance truly looks like. 

Guyana must rally behind this ini-

tiative. The time to act is now—before 

more lives are destroyed, more families 

are broken, and more dreams are lost to 

the seductive yet devastating world of 

online gambling.

416-281-3333

Dear Editor, 

THIS is a call to action. Online bet-

ting and gambling is a global phenome-

non that has outpaced other global trends 

in both growth and reach, leaving in its 

rapidly expanding path unending stories 

of destroyed lives and social and eco-

nomic disasters. 

While reducing the digital gap is a 

positive aspect of digitalisation and tech-

nological advancement, corporate inter-

ests have simultaneously seized the 

opportunity to introduce new technol-

ogy-driven behaviours that, like tobacco, 

alcohol, and overtly sweetened and salty 

ultra-processed foods, negatively impact 

and destroy lives. Technology is, indeed, 

a two-sided Trojan horse, bringing both 

advantages and disadvantages. 

The World Health Organization 

(WHO) and The Lancet Commission 

have warned about the addictive nature 

of online betting and gambling, with 

risks extending beyond individual well-

being to affect physical and mental 

health, relationships, work, education, fi-

nances, and even leading to suicide and 

domestic abuse—with enormous socie-

tal costs. 

Vice-President Bharrat Jagdeo has 

spent considerable time, particularly dur-

ing two successive Thursdays’ press con-

ferences and on other occasions, 

highlighting the problem of online bet-

ting and gambling. From his and the 

government’s perspective, online betting 

and gambling have negative social con-

sequences that are already impacting the 

lives of thousands of families. 

From the Vice-President’s stand-

point, no responsible government can ig-

nore the growing social and economic 

problem associated with online betting 

and gambling. He has therefore signalled 

the government’s intention to introduce 

policy directives to regulate this indus-

try. While details are still forthcoming, 

the plans reportedly include access re-

strictions and taxes on operators. 

Guyana already has laws governing 

casino licensing in hotels and entertain-

ment venues. When these laws were en-

acted, Parliament’s Special Select 

Committee facilitated open debate 

among Members of Parliament and in-

vited public submissions. That same 

open, participatory approach should 

guide this new national conversation. 

 

Dr Leslie Ramsammy

The new public health crisis
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Three employers in Saskatchewan 

are facing charges under provincial im-

migration protection laws — marking 

the first time the province has laid 

charges under such legislation. 

Kartikkumar Prakashkumar Patel, 

Rutvik Hasmukhbhai Patel, and 

Piyushkumar Mafatbhai Patel have 

each been charged under the Foreign 

Worker Recruitment and Immigration 

Services Act. The trio is accused of 

charging foreign workers fees for em-

ployment, exploiting their trust or fear, 

and retaliating — or threatening retali-

ation — against workers who took part 

in an investigation or filed a complaint. 

The alleged offences occurred be-

tween August 2023 and February 2024 

at Guac Mexi Grill in Moose Jaw. The 

three accused are scheduled to appear 

in Moose Jaw provincial court on No-

vember 25. 

Although the province replaced 

the Foreign Worker Recruitment and 

Immigration Services Act with the Im-

migration Services Act in July 2024, 

prosecutors applied the older law be-

cause the alleged violations happened 

before the change. 

Drew Wilby, Saskatchewan’s 

deputy minister of Immigration and 

Career Training, called the prosecution 

“the first of its kind in Canada under a 

provincial statute.”  

He said the new act strengthens 

protections for foreign workers, giving 

investigators greater authority and im-

posing tougher penalties on employers 

and recruiters who exploit them. 

“This is part of our new compli-

ance model built on education, inter-

vention, and enforcement,” Wilby said.  

He noted that the Ministry’s pro-

gram compliance branch, assisted by 

the Moose Jaw Police Service and 

RCMP, led the investigation.Under the 

previous legislation, individuals faced 

fines up to $50,000, businesses up to 

$100,000, and a maximum of one year 

in jail. The new law increases penalties 

dramatically — up to $750,000 for in-

dividuals, $1.25 million for businesses, 

and two years in jail — and introduces 

administrative monetary penalties that 

can be issued more quickly. 

Im-

migration lawyer Chris Veeman said 

the case is long overdue but represents 

a positive step toward accountabil-

ity.“There should be strong enforce-

ment against bad actors,” he said. “It 

sends a message that the province is se-

rious about protecting vulnerable work-

ers.” 

Veeman said foreign workers 

often face significant power imbal-

ances in the workplace and are at risk 

of exploitation. He cited cases where 

employers make workers return part of 

their wages in cash or charge illegal 

fees for job offers. 

“The going rate is in the $50,000 

to $60,000 range,” Veeman said of 

these illicit job offers.  

“Sometimes people pay agents or 

recruiters for a job that doesn’t even 

exist — and employers often get a cut.” 

He added that recent federal and 

provincial immigration cutbacks may 

heighten workers’ vulnerability, as 

fewer pathways to stay in Canada in-

crease 

the leverage employers have over 

them. 

Still, Veeman hopes tougher en-

forcement under the Immigration Serv-

ices Act will deter abuse. 

The province encourages anyone 

who believes their rights have been vi-

olated to contact the Ministry’s pro-

gram compliance branch confidentially 

at pcb@gov.sk.ca or 306-798-1350. 

 Workers do not need an em-

ployer’s permission to file a complaint, 

and 

all information shared will remain con-

fidential. 

While the Immigration Services 

Act focuses on protecting temporary 

and foreign workers, all employees in 

Saskatchewan — including citizens 

and permanent residents — are pro-

tected under the Saskatchewan Em-

ployment Act, which sets out 

employment standards and occupa-

tional health and safety requirements. 

—with files from CBC
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ATTORNEY GENERAL and Min-

ister of Legal Affairs, Anil Nandlall, S.C, 

has underscored the crucial role of law-

making in Guyana’s development push, 

noting that the government’s aggressive 

legislative agenda is directly linked to 

national growth objectives. 

Nandlall made this known while 

speaking on the ‘Starting Point’ podcast 

on Sunday, during which he also noted 

that most policy initiatives cannot be im-

plemented without a proper legal struc-

ture to support them. 

“The reality is that you hardly can 

find a major policy imperative that can 

be implemented and successfully exe-

cuted without a regulatory framework, 

and that regulatory framework is invari-

ably a legislation that will govern the 

particular concept,” he stated. 

The AG using examples from sev-

eral sectors, illustrated how legislative 

reform has been integral to enabling new 

systems, technologies and investments 

across the country. 

In the health sector, he explained 

that efforts to modernise medical care, 

including initiatives such as tissue trans-

plants and telemedicine,  required new 

laws to ensure proper governance and 

protection of sensitive personal data. 

“We wanted to modernise our med-

ical-care programme and to embrace and 

envelop it in modern medical proce-

dures,” Nandlall said. 

“But those who wanted to promul-

gate that concept quickly realised that 

you can’t do it without legislation. So, 

we had to pass a suite of legislation, like 

the tissue transplant legislation… We 

had to enact data-protection legislation, 

because you need to take people’s per-

sonal data, their medical history; once 

you take that, you have to find a mecha-

nism to store it and to protect it and to 

guard its confidentiality.” 

To this end, he highlighted that a 

similar approach was taken in the hous-

ing sector, where the government intro-

duced modern models of home 

ownership such as condominiums. 

“When we looked at the laws in 

Guyana, it did not permit the establish-

ment of condominiums because our 

land-titling system gives you a title or a 

transport… for a plot of land with that 

building that is on the land,” the AG 

noted. “But condominiums allow each 

unit in that building to be owned sepa-

rately… so we had to enact a Condo-

minium Act.” 

As another example, he pointed to 

the Single Window Planning and Devel-

opment Act, which provided the legal 

framework for the ease of doing business 

and acquiring permits, which was previ-

ously a bureaucratic process riddled with 

red tape. 

He explained that the new law al-

lows applicants to submit all necessary 

documents through a single-entry point, 

which then circulates them to relevant 

agencies for approval. 

Nandlall also referenced emerging 

areas such as electronic contracting and 

digital signatures, which are being legis-

lated to keep pace with global trends. 

“We want to use electronic signatures. 

We want to move from manual paper 

contracts to electronic contracts to e-

contracts… The world has gone in that 

direction. How do you do that? You have 

to pass legislation to that effect,” he said. 

Further to this, speaking on the 

government’s approach, Nandlall de-

scribed legislation as the ‘cradle’ in 

which every major policy initiative must 

be nurtured. 

It was then that he noted, “That is 

why we have such an aggressive legisla-

tive agenda, because we have an aggres-

sive developmental agenda.”
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Aggressive legislative momentum 
tied to Guyana’s development push 

Attorney General Anil Nandlall

REGION Six’s shrimp farmers are reaping record profits, earning nearly 

$775 million up to August 2025, as Guyana’s aquaculture expansion drives un-

precedented growth across the agriculture sector. 

Speaking at the World Food Day 2025 ceremony on Friday last, Minister of 

Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha, revealed that shrimp production in Region Six 

(East Berbice-Corentyne) has skyrocketed from just 9,933 kilograms per month in 

2021 to 122,000 kilograms per month this year, a twelvefold increase fuelled by 

strategic government investment and farmer empowerment. 

Minister Mustapha credited the success to the government’s long-term focus 

on transforming agriculture into a modern, high-value industry. 

“We recognise the importance of the oil and gas sector, but agriculture re-

mains the most important sector for our country and the world because it is re-

sponsible for food security. Without food, we can’t survive,” he said. 

Over the past five years, the government has dramatically expanded spending 

on agriculture from $13 billion in 2020 to $104 billion in 2025 to modernise infra-

structure, strengthen food systems, and create sustainable income for rural com-

munities. 

The brackish water shrimp farming initiative in Region Six has become one 

of the standout achievements of this transformation. Initially launched with 

around 80 small-scale farmers along the Corentyne Coast, the project has evolved 

into a thriving aquaculture industry through targeted training, technical support, 

and infrastructural upgrades. 

“Now, in 2025, we have completed about 80% of the project, and production 

has moved from 9,933 kilograms in 2021 to 122,000 kilograms monthly,” Minis-

ter Mustapha reported. 

The financial impact on local communities has been substantial. Shrimp 

farmers in Region Six earned approximately $1.8 billion in 2023, and by August 

this year had already generated $774.9 million, with several productive months 

remaining. 

“We have been transforming people’s lives. That’s our objective, to make 

more opportunities available for our citizens,” Minister Mustapha said. 

As Guyana continues to strengthen its aquaculture and broader agri-food sys-

tems, the Region Six shrimp success story stands as a model for rural develop-

ment, job creation, and economic diversification beyond oil and gas. 

“The progress in Region Six shows what’s possible when we invest in our 

people and in the future of agriculture,” Minister Mustapha concluded.

Shrimp farmers earn $774.9 million as production soars



By Denise Singh 

LJI REPORTER 

 

Processing times for Canadian im-

migration applications have ballooned 

to unprecedented levels — stretching as 

long as 50 years under some permanent 

residency programs — leaving appli-

cants and lawyers stunned and ques-

tioning whether the system is still 

viable. 

“We were shocked,” said Olha 

Kushko, whose family fled Kyiv and 

settled in Ottawa in 2023 under the 

Canada-Ukraine Authorization for 

Emergency Travel (CUAET), a tempo-

rary program launched after Russia’s 

full-scale invasion of Ukraine. 

“It doesn’t make any sense. I don’t 

know how it’s possible, so I can’t be-

lieve it,” she said. 

According to a May 2025 transi-

tion binder from the new immigration 

minister, families applying for perma-

nent residence under Canada’s humani-

tarian and compassionate (H&C) 

stream now face waits ranging from 12 

to 600 months — up to 50 years. 

Other economic immigration pro-

grams are showing similarly extreme 

forecasts:  

• Caregivers pathway: up to 108 

months (9 years) 

• Agri-food stream: up to 228 

months (19 years) 

• Startup visa program: up to 420 

months (35 years) 

Lawyers say they’ve never seen 

anything like it. Some fear that the Lib-

eral government’s proposed “strong 

borders” legislation, which would give 

the immigration minister sweeping new 

powers, could pave the way for mass 

cancellations of backlogged applica-

tions. 

When asked whether such cancel-

lations were being considered, a 

spokesperson for Minister Lena 

Metlege Diab said, “We can’t presup-

pose any future policy decisions.” 

Kushko’s family applied for per-

manent residence in June under the hu-

manitarian and compassionate 

program, which allows applicants who 

don’t qualify under other immigration 

categories to seek PR based on hard-

ship or the best interests of their chil-

dren. 

When they applied, processing 

was estimated at about two years. But 

as of Oct. 9, IRCC’s website now lists 

the wait time for H&C applicants as 

“more than 10 years,” with roughly 

38,100 people ahead in the queue. 

“I just hope that it’s a big mis-

take,” Kushko said. Her youngest son, 

who has autism, has adjusted well to 

life in Ottawa. 

“He doesn’t want to hear about 

moving. He gets scared and almost 

cries when he hears that he might have 

to leave,” she said. “He loves this place 

so much.” 

The family’s work permits expire 

next spring.  Returning to war-torn 

Ukraine, she said, isn’t an option. 

“We don’t have a place to return 

to,” Kushko said. “I don’t want to lose 

my sons. I just want to keep them alive 

and happy.” 

Others caught in the backlog share 

her fears. Members of the Hong Kong 

Pathway Alliance, a group of about 20 

applicants, said they worry Canada is 

abandoning its humanitarian values. 

“Severe negative impact is indeed 

happening,” said a spokesperson for the 

group, who requested anonymity over 

safety concerns.  

“People are losing work permits, 

suffering financial hardship, and facing 

family separation.” 

“If these processing times are ac-

curate, it’s shocking,” said Claire 

Houkayem, an immigration lawyer in 

Ottawa. “My clients are fully pan-

icked.” 

Houkayem called on IRCC to clar-

ify whether the numbers reflect a tech-

nical glitch or a policy shift.  

“I’ve never in my life seen 10-year 

processing times,” she said. “It’s not 

reasonable. They might as well say, 

‘We’re not going to process them.’” 

Steven Meurrens, a Vancouver-

based immigration lawyer, said the sit-

uation reflects a “lack of good faith” by 

IRCC, which invited millions to 

Canada without clear permanent path-

ways. 

“For it to balloon to 50 years is 

unheard of in Canadian immigration,” 

he said. “I think the government may 

be preparing to cancel entire streams if 

its border security bills pass — particu-

larly Bill C-12.” 

Canada has taken similar steps be-

fore: in 2012, the government wiped 

out hundreds of thousands of skilled 

worker applications, and in 2014, it 

cancelled backlogs in investor and en-

trepreneur programs. 

“Applicants should know the gov-

ernment is giving itself the power to 

cancel files,” Meurrens said. “They 

should go in with eyes wide open.” 

Laura Blondeau, Diab’s director of 

communications, said the processing 

times were “not a mistake.” 

“We’re being as transparent as 

possible,” she said. “Our commitment 

is to restore balance to the immigration 

system, and these steps are part of that 

effort.” 

In a statement, Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship Canada 

(IRCC) said the published times are 

projections based on application vol-

umes and admission targets — which 

have fallen sharply in the past year. 

The forecasts, IRCC said, repre-

sent how long applicants “might wait” 

for a decision given the current intake 

levels and targets. 

As for Bill C-12, the department 

said the legislation does not single out 

any group and that no unilateral deci-

sions would be made. 
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Canada’s Immigration Backlog Stuns Ap-
plicants with Wait Times of Up to 50 Years

Lawyers and others are dismayed that it could take up to 50 years to process an immigration application
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VICE President Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo 

says the government is implementing a 

series of energy initiatives which are 

aimed at improving power distribution 

and boosting renewable energy in re-

mote regions. 

During a recent press conference at 

Freedom House, Robb Street, Dr Jagdeo 

noted that the cabinet has already ap-

proved the creation of a loop system de-

signed to enhance the efficiency and 

reliability of the national power grid. 

“The big transmission main project 

to Berbice, that’s being worked on ag-

gressively. You recall we awarded a 

contract for over 30 megawatts of solar 

power in regions two, six and ten. Those 

are far advanced. We intend to expand 

the provision of power in the 

Amerindian communities in these 

areas,” the Vice President said. 

The government has made exten-

sive efforts to improve electricity access 

in the country’s hinterland regions 

through initiatives like the Hinterland 

Electrification Company Inc. (HECI) 

and the expansion of solar energy. Key 

developments include the installation of 

solar farms in towns like Mabaruma and 

Mahdia, the commitment to 24-hour 

electricity for every village, along with 

other initiatives. 

It was reported in July that more 

than 37,000 households in Amerindian, 

riverine, and remote communities are 

now enjoying access to electricity for 

the first time. 

This is due to the Solar Photo-

voltaic Home Energy Systems (SHE) 

project, which was relaunched by the 

People’s Progressive Party/Civic 

(PPP/C) in July 2023. Although the tar-

get was to benefit 30,000 households, it 

has exceeded that number by over 

7,000. 

The villages targeted for the gov-

ernment’s solar distribution project were 

located in areas accessible only by boat, 

where residents encounter significant 

challenges transporting diesel or fuel for 

their generators. 

In addition, the cost of diesel in 

off-grid villages can be up to three times 

the price of diesel in Georgetown, mak-

ing it difficult for families to afford. 

Solar panels proved to be a clean, re-

newable and cost-effective solution. 

The Government of Guyana, 

through the HECI, continues to make 

significant strides in expanding stable 

and reliable electricity access to remote 

communities. Under the Hinterland 

Electrification Programme, free and re-

newable energy is being introduced to 

villages across the country, enhancing 

the living conditions of thousands of 

residents. 

Chief Executive Officer of HECI, 

Horace Williams, in March of this year, 

outlined the company’s plans to accom-

modate larger energy systems, with a 

primary focus on bridging the electricity 

gap between the coast and hinterland re-

gions. 

“Plans are to improve access for 

some households receiving electricity 

from solar systems that are currently 

limited to primary lighting and small ap-

pliances. Households want to get to the 

stage where they can use large appli-

ances in their homes,” Williams stated. 

Prime Minister, Brigadier (Ret’d) 

Mark Phillips, who has oversight of the 

energy sector, reaffirmed the govern-

ment’s commitment to addressing en-

ergy disparities, emphasising that elec-

tricity is a key driver of national 

development. As a result, several 

Amerindian villages, including Annai 

and Karasabai in Region Nine, have al-

ready begun reaping the benefits of 

these transformative efforts, ensuring 

long-term sustainability and improved 

quality of life. 

With a vision to provide equal op-

portunities for all Guyanese, the govern-

ment aims to target 30,000 households 

within the hinterland region, ensuring 

access to safe and renewable energy. 

Upon completion, the Hinterland Elec-

trification Programme is expected to 

generate a total of 4.8 megawatts of 

electricity, significantly improving the 

standard of living for thousands of resi-

dents. 

This initiative represents another 

step in the government’s continued ef-

forts to reduce disparities between 

coastal and hinterland communities, 

fostering greater inclusion and develop-

ment for all.

Gov’t expanding power access in Guyana’s  
hinterland regions

BuyCanadianNow.Ca
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has reaf-

firmed the government’s commitment to 

strengthening Guyana’s trade and invest-

ment relationship. 

The Head of State was at the time 

speaking at the Canada-Guyana Cham-

ber of Commerce Maple Leaf Gala, dur-

ing which he emphasised the need to 

move beyond raw material exports and 

towards a diversified, knowledge-driven 

economy. 

He stated that Guyana’s evolving 

economy provides an opportunity to re-

define traditional trade patterns and to 

foster partnerships that focus on innova-

tion, technology and long-term growth. 

“We must deepen trade between our 

two countries beyond the export of raw 

materials. We must move towards the ex-

port of value-added goods and services,” 

he said. 

He went on to add that the govern-

ment’s development strategy is anchored 

in diversification, ensuring that the coun-

try’s oil wealth acts as a catalyst for in-

vestment in non-oil sectors like 

agriculture, manufacturing, energy and 

information and communications tech-

nology. 

“Guyana is open for business, but 

not in the traditional sense. We are open 

for business in the modern sense… in 

which we focus on value creation, 

knowledge generation, innovation and 

technology,” he said. 

To this end, he said that Canada has 

been a longstanding partner to Guyana, 

supporting key sectors including mining, 

finance and education, but added that the 

time has now come to chart a new 

course. 

“The time has come for us to create 

new pathways for collaboration, path-

ways that are guided by innovation, tech-

nology and value addition.” 

According to the President, the 

country’s rapid infrastructure transfor-

mation, major energy projects, and in-

vestments in education are all part of the 

government’s efforts to establish the 

foundation for a modern, diversified 

economy that is globally competitive. 

“We are investing heavily in our in-

frastructure, our human capital, our dig-

ital systems and our energy matrix. All 

of this is to make Guyana the hub for 

trade and services in this part of the 

world,” he said. 

Against this backdrop, he pointed 

out that Guyana’s geographic position 

gives the country a unique advantage 

within the Caribbean, as he said that the 

goal is to make Guyana the bridge be-

tween the Caribbean and Latin America 

and a bridge between the north and the 

south. 

This, he said, places the country in 

a strategic position to serve as a conduit 

for trade and investment between mar-

kets, with growing opportunities for col-

laboration in logistics, agriculture, 

tourism, and services. 

The Head of State said that while 

the oil and gas sector continues to drive 

growth, the government’s long-term ob-

jective is to ensure that revenues are 

channeled into productive investments 

that strengthen the real economy. 

“We are not only building an econ-

omy; we are building a society that is in-

clusive, resilient and future-ready. 

Canada is an important partner in that 

journey.” 

Dr Ali went on to note that the pri-

vate sector plays a crucial role in this 

transformation and urged Canadian in-

vestors to explore opportunities beyond 

the extractive industries. 

“We want to see more Canadian 

businesses in manufacturing, ICT, edu-

cation, healthcare and renewable en-

ergy,” he said. 

 

Guyana, Canada to deepen trade ties 
beyond raw commodities

Minister Susan Rodrigues (second from right) was among the guests at the Maple Leaf Gala



THE City of Mississauga came 

alive last Friday evening with a spectac-

ular Diwali motorcade, lighting of the 

official diyas and a Hindu traditional 

cultural show, which Guyana’s Hon-

orary Consul, Mani Singh, described as 

reminiscent of the national festivities 

back home in Guyana. 

Honorary Consul Singh, who was 

invited to light the diyas and bring greet-

ings and remarks on behalf of His Ex-

cellency, President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 

Ali and the people of Guyana, spoke of 

Guyana being an example to the world 

with six distinct races, practising six dif-

ferent religions, and co-existing in peace 

and harmony with the single objective of 

development, progress and prosperity as 

‘One Guyana’. 

Additionally, three of Guyana’s six 

religions each enjoy two national holi-

days annually, and all Guyanese cele-

brate these occasions in their various 

communities in a spirit of inclusivity, 

tolerance, and mutual respect for each 

other, Mr. Singh told the large gathering. 

The event, called ‘Divali Nagar 

Canada’, and sub-themed ‘just like back 

home’, was held at the Mississauga’s 

Ram Mandir, led by spiritual leader Pan-

dit Roopnauth (Paul) Sharma in associ-

ation with Ms. Vashti Doorga of Doorga 

Entertainment and attended mainly by 

members of the Guyanese, Trinidadian 

and Indian diasporas. 

Among the dignitaries celebrating 

the Festival of Lights, in observance of 

good over evil or light over darkness, 

were MPs, MPPs, Regional & City 

Councillors of Canada, members of the 

Caribbean Diplomatic Corps and leaders 

of the religious and business communi-

ties. 

The Divali Nagar commenced with 

a small but beautifully lit and decorated 

motorcade entering the compound of the 

Mississauga Ram Mandir accompanied 

by magnificent costumes depicting 

Mother Lakshmi, the Goddess of Light 

and Prosperity and other Hindu Dieties. 

The night of fun and celebration in-

cluded the crowning of the Diwali 

Queen, best children’s deity costume, in-

door and outdoor food and other booths, 

traditional dances and musical renditions 

by internationally-recognised musicians 

and performers from Guyana and 

Trinidad & Tobago and prizes for the 

best dressed individual and couple.
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Toronto’s Divali Nagar brings sights, tastes 
and sounds of Guyana and T&T to Canada

Guyana’s Honorary Consul, Mani Singh (right), in the audience at the show
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BIDS will soon be opened for the 

construction, financing, ownership and 

management of a new regional airport in 

Lethem, a major government-backed in-

vestment aimed at strengthening trade, 

tourism and cross-border connectivity 

with Brazil. 

President Dr. Irfaan Ali made the 

announcement during his address at the 

Canada-Guyana Chamber of Commerce 

Maple Leaf Gala, where he outlined the 

administration’s broader plan to trans-

form Guyana’s interior into a hub for 

agricultural and commercial expansion. 

“In the coming weeks we’re going 

to have an expression of interest for the 

new regional airport in Lethem and that 

airport will be supported by 2,000 

hectares of development, especially in 

agro products,” Dr. Ali said. 

He explained that the project will 

be structured to attract both domestic 

and diaspora investment. 

“We’re going to go out for an ex-

pression of interest for building, financ-

ing, ownership and management of that 

facility,” the President stated. 

Dr. Ali stated that the new Lethem 

facility will form part of a series of 

major infrastructure and industrial proj-

ects currently under review. 

The President added that the Gov-

ernment intends to give Guyanese and 

the diaspora the first call on investment 

in such projects. 

“We’re going to give each one of 

you and your companies the first call on 

investment. We’re not only going to give 

you that, we’re going to have a Govern-

ment-backed guaranteed return on your 

investment,” President Ali explained. 

The Airport, he said, will be a cor-

nerstone of Guyana’s strategy to diver-

sify beyond oil and strengthen economic 

links across the hinterland and with 

neighbouring Brazil. 

The project is expected to enhance 

access for the tourism and agro-process-

ing sectors, aligning with the govern-

ment’s efforts to advertise new tourism 

investment opportunities. 

Dr Ali urged private sector leaders, 

including those in the diaspora, to take 

advantage of the growing pipeline of in-

frastructure and energy projects. 

“These are real opportunities com-

ing your way,” he said.

Bids to be opened soon for construc-
tion of new Lethem Regional Airport

The new airport will be built to service this existing airstrip in Lethem
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AS Guyana accelerates its efforts 

towards food production sufficiency and 

becoming the breadbasket of the 

Caribbean, youths are being called to 

“step up to the plate” to drive agricul-

tural transformation. 

Bounty Farm Ltd. Managing Direc-

tor, David Fernandes, elaborated on this 

during a recent episode of the Starting 

Point podcast, where he focused on the 

government’s strong vision and growing 

private sector collaboration, all while 

Guyana continues to emerge as a key 

player in the Caribbean’s food security 

drive. 

Speaking on Guyana’s food secu-

rity goals, the business leader high-

lighted that key strides have already 

been made under the Caribbean Com-

munity (CARICOM)’s 25 by 2025 ini-

tiative. 

While noting that it is a “fantastic 

vision,” which is “doable,” he opined, “I 

think the 2030 goals will probably be 

easy for us to achieve, as well as a na-

tion.” 

However, he did make note of the 

current global challenges-shifting 

geopolitical dynamics, new tariffs and 

logistics bottlenecks, which Fernandes 

explained are lengthening supply time-

lines and complicating investment deci-

sions. 

“If you want to get something, it 

takes twice as long… We have a dream 

of developing our industry from A to B 

by 2027. 

“If you don’t start talking about it 

today; only if you talk about it in early 

2026, it might get here by the end of 

2027. So these are the challenges that 

face the world, because we are now 

struggling to try to solve that issue, 

where different inputs come from and 

how the tariff regimes around the world 

affect those costs…,” Fernandes ex-

plained. 

In light of the supply chain uncer-

tainties and fluctuating global costs, Fer-

nandes underscored the importance of 

government-private sector collaboration. 

He then emphasised his point about 

greater involvement for youth in agricul-

ture, calling for a shift in how the sector 

is viewed. 

“I think that the next generation of 

entrepreneurs need to step up to the plate 

as well and to try to dream big and to put 

their muscles to the wheel as such, and 

actually not just talk about it… I really 

think that, for us to really achieve self-

reliance and self-sufficiency in agricul-

ture, we need to have a large percentage 

of the population doing this task of feed-

ing the nation,” he warned. 

Guyana’s approach to food security 

is multi-faceted as the nation is scaling 

up the production of priority commodi-

ties and promoting diversification into 

new crops, livestock, and aquaculture. 

Guyana is also targeting new mar-

kets across the Caribbean, and interna-

tionally to strengthen food trade and 

supply chains; 

It is also investing in agricultural in-

frastructure, such as the construction of 

farm-to-market roads, modern storage 

facilities, upgraded ports, and improved 

transport links. 

The nation is also modernising agri-

culture with technology. 
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Youths must step up to the plate as 
Guyana pushes food production security

Food security is one of the Guyana Government’s priorities
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

each

Jamaican Pride
Red Kidney Beans
398 ml

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

True Grade
Salted Pollock
Wild Caught 340 g

Tim Hortons
Hot Chocolate
500 g

Toppers
King Curls or Balls
160 g

Lazeez
Parboiled Rice
8 kg

Benjamins Rose Water 
Food Flavoring
480 ml

Hummingbird 
Browning
147 ml

Grace
Scoth Bonnet
Pepper Sauce 142 g 199 199

399
each 249

each

PinK Ting

Sparkling Grapefruit 

Beverage 591 ml 99¢
each

Cedar
Canola Oil
2.84 L

Clover Leaf

Chunk Light Tuna

170 g

Pur-est

Petroleum Jelly 

170 g

Strongmor

Kitchen Bag

40’s169 139299
each eacheach

 Specials in Effect Thu. Oct.23th

until Wed. Oct.29th 2025

699

699
each

each

99¢
each

Grace
Island Soda 355 ml
Kola Champagne ONLY

each each

P.A.N.
Pre-cooked White 
Corn Meal  5 lbs

249
each

Renso Foods Natural

Coconut Water
1 L 199 999

each each

Grace

Festival Mix
270 g 2/350 3/999

Diamond Brand

3 Minute

Chow Mein 454 g2/2502/
$32/

$3

Bedesse’s

Carbolic Soap
125 g 79¢

each

Heavy Duty

Aluminum Foil
50 Sq Ft
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Fresh Split
Chicken Wings

Fresh Seafood Catches
Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$699$799

lb as is

Fresh
Yellow Tail Snappers

Fresh Large

Eddoes

599199179 199
lblblb lb

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

$7499
18 kg Box

Fresh Flamingo
Chicken Leg

Quarters

resh Chayote

ho Cho

Fresh Jamaican 

Yellow Yams

Fresh Honduras

Sweet Potato

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

Frozen
King Fish Steaks

$799
lb as is

$249
lb

Fresh
Doctor Fish

lb as is
$799

lb as is

Fresh 
Lane Snapper

$849 $699
lb as is

Fresh
Parrot Fish

Frozen Burned
Goat Meat

$799
lb

$199
lb

Fresh
Beef Liver

$999
bag

Burnt 
Goat Head

Frozen Beef
Soup Shank

$399
lb

Fresh
Chicken Feet

$199
lb

Frozen Headless
Bangamary

$499
lb 
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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150 Lawson Road, Toronto
ON M1C 2J4
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�������������

����������		�


��������������� ��
�

���������������� ������� ������ �������������������������

���������� �������������������
���������������� �������������������



EQUALITY NEWS 20THURSDAY OCTOBER 23 2025

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

nnnilap-eref of pr
er the pvovcDis o  

 
 

 

 

 
  

ng
erwop  

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

dM i l G

envvesR tha

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

Arbor Memorial Inc.

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

comenmemorial.vthaesr

ough, ONarbord, Scaoon Rt00 Kings72

y Arbor Memorialb

densMemorial Gar

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

N

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



EQUALITY NEWS 21THURSDAY OCTOBER 23 2025

SENIOR Presidential Adviser on 

Science and Healthcare Modernisation, 

Dr. Mahendra Carpen, has credited the 

government’s bold investment in health 

with transforming the sector at an un-

precedented pace, noting that Guyana’s 

current trajectory reflects a modern, eq-

uitable, and patient-centred system that 

is rapidly catching up with international 

standards. 

Speaking on the country’s ongoing 

health reforms, Dr. Carpen pointed out 

that the Ministry of Health received 

more than $145 billion in this year’s na-

tional budget, while a separate GY$35 

billion allocation was specifically di-

rected toward healthcare modernisation. 

He described this as a “big jump” com-

pared to the resources available in 2019, 

underscoring the administration’s phi-

losophy that “the health of a nation is its 

true wealth.” 

According to Dr. Carpen, the gov-

ernment’s health development strategy 

is anchored on four key pillars: Infra-

structure development, Human resource 

capacity building, Technology incorpo-

ration, and Research and data-driven 

management. 

He explained that significant 

strides have already been made in the 

first area, with the construction and op-

erationalisation of several new hospitals 

across the country. These facilities, he 

said, are strategically located to reduce 

travel time for patients, particularly 

those in remote or underserved areas, al-

lowing them to access life-saving treat-

ment much faster than before. 

“The development of healthcare in 

Guyana is very rapid when compared to 

the normal pace of doing things,” Dr. 

Carpen stated, noting that President Dr. 

Irfaan Ali’s leadership has created “a 

motus of leapfrogging the society in 

every aspect of development.” 

Dr. Carpen emphasised that while 

many nations develop incrementally 

over decades, Guyana is taking a faster, 

more dynamic approach in order to close 

historical gaps in healthcare delivery. 

“Guyana is starting from decades 

behind the rest of the world, so in order 

to catch up we have to move very fast,” 

he said. “Mistakes will happen along the 

way, but they give us the opportunity to 

assess, correct, and improve.” 

He praised the support from gov-

ernment decision-makers, which he said 

has been instrumental in driving the on-

going reforms and ensuring the imple-

mentation of policies that benefit the 

population at large. 

Responding to questions about 

whether the private sector is keeping 

pace with the rapid improvements in 

public healthcare, Dr. Carpen noted that 

the gap between the two is now narrow-

ing. 

“In the past, the private sector was 

always ahead,” he said. “But in the last 

two to three years, we’ve seen an equal-

isation of services and infrastructure be-

tween public and private care.” 

He highlighted the Georgetown 

Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC) as 

a prime example of this progress. 

“When a patient suffers a heart attack, 

they can be taken from the emergency 

room to the cath lab for an angiogram, 

stent placement, or bypass surgery — 

and it’s all done free of charge to the pa-

tient,” he explained. 

“This level of care is available in 

the private sector as well, but at a cost. 

What we are doing in the public system 

is providing the same quality of treat-

ment, but at no financial burden to the 

patient. Very few countries in the 

Caribbean can make that claim.” 

Guyana’s health sector is rapidly 

evolving, with Government’s aim to 

maintain a healthy population 

Dr. Carpen also outlined ongoing 

efforts to train more nurses, technicians, 

and medical personnel, including part-

nerships with established local and in-

ternational institutions for advanced 

professional development. 

 

Gov’t accelerates health-sector trans-
formation: 4 key areas identified

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and 

and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month! 

www.limemag.ca
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Aries (March 21-April 19) The placement of the Moon
today creates an urge in you to break free from your routine.
You want to do something different because you want life to
be more interesting and stimulating.Meanwhile, relations with
partners and close friends are solid.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) This is a good day to deal
with financial issues related to the wealth of others – shared
property, inheritances, taxes, debt and insurance issues.
Things will flow smoothly. You might also be involved with
an ex-partner or an old friend from your past.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Because the Moon is oppo-
site your sign today, you might have to go more than halfway
when dealing with others, which could require extra cooper-
ation and accommodation – no biggie. Your involvement with
a competitive group will be positive.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) This is a productive day for
you. Make a To Do list and get busy! A boss, parent or some-
one in authority might direct your activity or vice versa, you
might be in charge and you’re telling others what to do.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Your relations with females are
excellent today. For some reason, it’s hard for you to conceal
your feelings from others but this is not a bad thing. You also
might feel protective and nurturing to someone? Short trips
and a chance to expand your world will be exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) This is a good day to take care
of financial matters related to shared property, banking, debt,
taxes and insurance issues. It’s also an excellent day to buy
wardrobe goodies for yourself. However, some of you will
prefer to cocoon at home today.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Your relations with others are
energetic and intense today. You feel strong with the Sun in
your sign plus, you’re keen to enlighten others about your
point of view because the Moon is in your House of Commu-
nications. Today your discussions will be open and down to
earth.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Financial matters will interest
you today. In fact, you might attract money to you or some
kind of financial advantage. This could relate to matters from
the past that you’re trying to wrap up, or something that is
back on your plate again?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with Mars, Venus and the Sun. Basically,
it’s a positive day for you and things will tend to go your way.
However, you will be more emotional or excitable than usual.
You also might feel more protective about someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) Because the Moon is hid-
den in your chart today, likewise, you will want to keep a low
profile. You might prefer to work alone or behind the scenes?
You might even discover a secret? This is likely because old
friends are back in your world again.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) A discussion with a female
acquaintance or friend might be important to you today. This
person might help you sort out or better define some future
goals that you have in mind. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Personal details about your
private life seem to be public today. People are talking about
you or something related to your personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to do some damage control.

Nothing BETTER  published  weekly. 
Get  The  COVID SPECIAL and stay alive. 

For new advertisers, get a full-colour page
only $250. Buy  26  weeks and get an extra  

4 weeks free. 
647  216 2359 call Marie or Niraj 416  282

3802 
WWW.EQUALITYNEWS.CA

ARIES (March 21 - April 20): Like it or not you will 

have to put other people’s needs ahead of your own today. The 

good news is that by doing so you will find yourself favored 

by someone whose power and influence could be of use to you 

later on. 

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): You may be tempted to 

stray from the straight and narrow today but if you do you must 

make sure you know where you are going and what you are 

doing. If you get it wrong your rivals won’t waste any time in 

talking you down. 

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): A new moon in the most 

dynamic area of your chart will do wonders for your confi-

dence but it might be wise not to commit yourself to any grand 

new projects, at least until later in the week. Deal with what is 

in front of you first. 

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): If your plans have to 

change to accommodate the needs of loved ones today it’s re-

ally no big deal. In fact, by the time the evening hours arrive 

you may be glad you were forced to change tack. Is the path 

you are on really so great? 

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): Let your hair down and have 

some fun today. Cosmic activity in the most sociable area of 

your chart means that even a minute spent on your own is a 

minute wasted, so get out there and put on a typically larger-

than-life show. 

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): Your current crisis of con-

fidence will pass not long after the Sun changes signs on 

Thursday, so don’t worry yourself silly that you should be 

doing more right this very moment. There is a time for every-

thing under the Sun and your time will come. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Today’s new moon in your 

sign makes this the perfect time to do something different, 

something that marks you out from the crowd. Don’t worry 

that your behavior might be outrageous as that’s the sort of 

performance your audience wants to see. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You will have a great 

deal to think about today, so don’t commit yourself to activities 

that could take up too much of your time. Withdraw from the 

daily hustle and bustle and give yourself permission to ponder 

the big questions of life. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): Forget about work 

and other commitments and get together with people who 

share your optimistic outlook. You may have felt a bit down 

yesterday but today you will bounce back and show those who 

doubt you just how resilient you can be. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): The opportunity you 

have been waiting for to show people in positions of authority 

that you have what it takes to compete at the highest level will 

arrive very soon, so stay alert and be ready to take forceful ac-

tion at a moment’s notice. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Give your body, your 

mind and also your heart permission to roam and don’t worry 

where you might end up because it is sure to be wonderful. 

Stop thinking about taking a vacation and buy your ticket 

today. Impulse travel is under excellent stars. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Something you do in secret 

will bring remarkable results before the end of the year. The 

less other people know about it for now the better, so focus on 

your dream and believe every moment of every day that it 

WILL come true.

Tributes pour in for veteran actor Asrani, 
'The man who made India laugh'

Our  
advertising works! 
Try a low cost ad in 

Equality News and reap 
the benefits of the only 
print weekly newspaper. 

Asrani died at age 84 last week

Tributes are pouring in for Indian actor Go-

vardhan Asrani, who died this week at the age of 

84. 

Asrani, popularly known by his last name, 

was suffering from a brief illness and died at a hos-

pital in Mumbai city on Monday, his manager told 

BBC Hindi. 

Over a career spanning more than 50 years, 

Asrani acted in more than 300 films, mostly in 

comic roles. One of his most memorable perform-

ances was in the 1975 blockbuster Sholay, in 

which he played an eccentric jailer. 

"The one who brought smiles to everyone's 

faces, Asrani ji is no longer among us. His passing 

is an irreparable loss for both Hindi cinema and 

our hearts," his family said in a statement posted 

on the actor's social media account. 

His final rites were performed on Monday 

with family members and close friends in atten-

dance. 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi called 

Asrani a "gifted entertainer" and "versatile artist". 

"He particularly added joy and laughter to 

countless lives through his unforgettable perform-

ances. His contribution to Indian cinema will al-

ways be cherished," Modi wrote on X. 

Asrani was born in 1941 in the western Indian 

state of Rajasthan. He began his career as a voice 

artist at the state-run All India Radio before study-

ing acting at the Film and Television Institute of 

India (FTII) in the 1960s. 

He made his Hindi film debut in 1967, but it 

was his portrayal of a bumbling jailer - meant to 

be a parody of Adolf Hitler - in 1975's Sholay that 

brought him widespread fame. 

In an interview with BBC Hindi earlier this 

year, Asrani recalled how he prepared for the role. 

The film's writer duo Salim-Javed and direc-

tor Ramesh Sippy told him that the jailer "thinks 

he is very smart but isn't", he said. 

Asrani was a familiar face on TV shows aired 

on state broadcaster Doordarshan in the 1980s and 

90s. He played the role of the Hindu sage Narad 

Muni in Natkhat Narad, a popular show in the 80s. 

He also directed several Hindi and Gujarati films. 

The actor became synonymous with comic 

roles in mainstream films, ranging from subtle sit-

uational humour to exaggerated performances. But 

he believed he was more than just a comedian. 

Asrani worked in more than 300 films over 

five decades 

Speaking to BBC Hindi, Asrani said he was 

proud of the recognition he received for his comic 

timing but did not consider himself merely a "co-

median", rather "an artist who finds truth in every 

role". 

Through his career, Asrani worked with some 

of the biggest actors and directors of every era. 

Some of his most iconic films include Chupke 

Chupke (1975), Pati Patni Aur Woh (1978) and Ba-

lika Badhu (1976) - a role that won him the Film-

fare award for best comic actor. 

Asrani occasionally broke away from his hu-

morous image to portray darker, more complex 

roles in films such as Koshish (1972) and Chaitali 

(1975). 

As news of his death broke, coworkers paid 

their tributes and shared memories of working with 

him. 

Mr Sippy, who directed Sholay, said Asrani 

would always be remembered for the role of the 

jailer, calling it the one he was born to play. 

Bollywood actor Akshay Kumar shared a 

photo of himself with Asrani, recalling the actor's 

comic timing. 

"From all my cult films Hera Pheri to 

Bhagam Bhag to De Dana Dan, Welcome and now 

our unreleased Bhoot Bangla and Haiwaan… I had 

worked and learned so much from him. What an 

absolute loss to our industry," he wrote on X. 

Singer Adnan Sami, who worked with Asrani 

in one of his music videos, shared a personal mem-

ory of the actor's generosity and charm. 

"I had the honour of working and spending 

time with him when I requested him to appear in 

my music video of Lift Karadey (a 1997 song) and 

I too wanted him to reenact his legendary 'Jailor' 

character for which he generously agreed," he 

wrote.
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CARICOM leaders convened on 

Wednesday and Thursday this week, in-

cluding a caucus to discuss a U.S. re-

quest to Grenada to allow the 

installation of radar equipment and as-

sociated technical personnel at the 

Maurice Bishop International Airport 

(MBIA), according to Caribbean Media 

Corporation (CMC). 

The virtual caucus on Wednesday 

lasted just over five hours, during 

which leaders received “an update from 

the Grenada Prime Minister Dickon 

Mitchell,” who is currently returning 

from a visit to Africa. 

Grenada has confirmed that the 

United States submitted a formal re-

quest to install radar equipment and as-

sociated technical personnel at MBIA. 

The government emphasized that “any 

decisions on that matter will be made 

only after all technical and legal assess-

ments are completed. We wish to assure 

our citizens that any decision taken will 

be guided by Grenada’s sovereignty, 

public safety, and national interest, in-

cluding the protection of our tourism 

industry, the traveling public, and the 

country’s economic well-being.” 

The request has met with public 

opposition from former Grenada Senate 

president and trade unionist Chester 

Humphrey, and former foreign affairs 

minister Peter David. Humphrey said 

he is prepared to lead a peaceful protest 

march, claiming that the move by 

Washington is a precursor to a military 

strike against the Nicolás Maduro gov-

ernment in Venezuela. David, an inde-

pendent legislator, added that while 

Grenada values its longstanding part-

nerships with both the United States 

and Venezuela, “any actions taken must 

be rooted in diplomacy, mutual respect, 

and regional cooperation.” 

On Wednesday, U.S. Southern 

Command Commander Admiral Alvin 

Holsey met with senior officials of the 

Royal Grenada Police Force (RGPF). A 

statement issued afterwards described 

the meeting as “cordial and productive, 

reaffirming the US Southern Com-

mand’s commitment to supporting 

Grenada’s national security efforts.” 

Holsey also met with Antigua and Bar-

buda Prime Minister Gaston Browne. A 

U.S. Embassy statement said the dis-

cussions focused on “Caribbean secu-

rity and the deepening of both nations’ 

bilateral defense partnership. This part-

nership is integral to the region’s col-

lective efforts to advance Caribbean se-

curity and stability. Our efforts to 

strengthen partnerships in the 

Caribbean are vital to combat transna-

tional criminal organizations and illicit 

traffickers who threaten the region and 

our homeland.” 

Reports in the U.S. media have 

since indicated that Holsey has re-

signed, amid tensions with U.S. Secre-

tary of Defense Pete Hegseth over 

Caribbean operations. 

The Guyana-based CARICOM 

Secretariat has not issued an official 

statement regarding this week’s meet-

ings. However, former Jamaica Prime 

Minister P.J. Patterson described U.S. 

drone attacks on vessels in Caribbean 

waters as “fundamentally dangerous 

and a horrible erosion of regional lead-

ers’ commitment to sovereignty in the 

region.” 

Last month, President Donald 

Trump increased U.S. military presence 

in the southern Caribbean, deploying an 

amphibious squadron, a nuclear-pow-

ered attack submarine, additional P-8 

Poseidon reconnaissance aircraft, sev-

eral destroyers, and a guided-missile 

cruiser to the region. The U.S. military 

has carried out four airstrikes in 

Caribbean waters in recent weeks, tar-

geting what Washington alleges are 

Caracas-backed drug traffickers, a 

claim denied by the Venezuelan gov-

ernment.

CARICOM leaders discuss US radar 
request in Grenada
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Grenada Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell

Barbados named Caribbean’s leading wedding destination
Barbados has been named the Caribbean’s lead-

ing wedding destination for the second consecutive 

year, cementing its position as the region’s premier 

spot to tie the knot. 

The accolade was confirmed at the World Travel 

Awards (WTA) Caribbean & North American Gala 

Ceremony held on Oct. 4 at Sandals Grande in Saint 

Lucia. The annual event celebrated excellence across 

the travel and tourism sectors, drawing leading indus-

try figures and contenders from across the region. 

In a release from the Barbados Tourism Market-

ing Inc. (BTMI), the tourism promotion agency 

hailed the win as a reflection of the island’s ongoing 

dedication to fostering a world-class wedding indus-

try. 

BTMI Chief Operations Officer Cheryl Carter 

said in the statement, “Barbados is deeply honoured 

to receive this prestigious recognition as the 

Caribbean’s Leading Wedding Destination. This 

award is a testament to the pride our nation feels 

when welcoming couples to begin their lives to-

gether. 

“The dedication, flair, creativity, and expertise 

of our many wedding planners ensure that every wed-

ding, regardless of the size or style, is truly a memo-

rable occasion. Over the years, Barbados has staged 

weddings of every description, from intimate to ex-

travagant, drawing on our rich culture, stunning ven-

ues, and world-class hospitality. With this accolade, 

we reaffirm our commitment to excellence in deliver-

ing exceptional destination weddings.” 

Sandals Grande played host to the third leg of 

WTA’s Grand Tour 2025, highlighting the region’s 

finest travel and tourism organizations in a red-carpet 

affair. 

Director of BTMI’s Caribbean department, Gra-

ham Clarke, welcomed the continued recognition of 

Barbados in the face of tough competition from 

neighboring destinations. 

“I am happy that the title remains in Barbados 

this year, as we were able to eclipse some of our 

neighbours who were also competing for the honour,” 

Clarke said in the release. He further credited local 

industry stakeholders for their role in securing the 

award. 

“This honour reflects not only our island’s 

unique appeal but also the dedication of our excep-

tional tourism stakeholders, whose hard work makes 

every celebration extraordinary,” he added. 

WTA founder Graham Cooke described the cer-

emony as an opportunity to recognize the region’s 

highest achievers. 

“Our winners are stellar examples of tourism ex-

cellence, and I congratulate each and every one for 

helping to raise the collective benchmark across the 

region,” Cooke said. 

Established in 1993, the World Travel Awards 

are regarded as the benchmark for industry excel-

lence, celebrating outstanding achievements in travel, 

tourism, and hospitality worldwide.
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Amid escalating regional tensions 

following a series of deadly U.S. mili-

tary strikes in Caribbean waters, Heads 

of Government of the Caribbean Com-

munity (CARICOM) have reaffirmed 

their commitment to maintaining the 

Caribbean as a Zone of Peace. 

The statement came after the U.S. 

Embassy in Trinidad and Tobago on 

Saturday issued an unusual warning 

urging Americans to avoid U.S. gov-

ernment facilities in the country. The 

alert followed reports that two Trinida-

dian fishermen are believed to have 

been killed in a recent U.S. strike, 

which Washington said targeted sus-

pected drug traffickers near Venezuelan 

waters. 

During their discussions, CARI-

COM leaders addressed the increased 

security build-up across the region and 

its potential implications for Member 

States. “Save in respect of Trinidad and 

Tobago who reserved its position,” the 

statement read, the Heads of Govern-

ment agreed on several key points 

aimed at preserving peace and stability. 

They reaffirmed the principle of 

maintaining the Caribbean Region as a 

Zone of Peace and underscored “the 

importance of dialogue and engage-

ment towards the peaceful resolution of 

disputes and conflict.” The Community 

also reiterated its willingness to assist 

in efforts to defuse tensions. 

CARICOM Heads further empha-

sized their commitment to fighting nar-

cotrafficking and the illegal trade in 

small arms and light weapons, noting 

that such challenges should be ad-

dressed through international coopera-

tion and in accordance with 

international law. 

The leaders closed ranks in ex-

pressing unequivocal support for the 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of 

countries in the Region, and for “the 

safety and livelihoods of the people of 

the Caribbean.” 

The statement follows remarks 

from Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister of 

Homeland Security, Roger Alexander, 

who confirmed that U.S. officials had 

recently briefed local authorities on 

“threats directed at American citizens 

in the Caribbean nation,” potentially 

linked to the ongoing situation with 

Venezuela. Alexander said that security 

measures have been implemented to 

address any arising threats but declined 

to provide further details. 

Since early September, six U.S. 

strikes have killed at least 28 people, 

according to reports, intensifying con-

cerns about the widening reach of U.S. 

military operations in Caribbean wa-

ters.

CARICOM reaffirms ‘zone of peace’ as 
US strikes raise regional alarm

A suspected drug carrying boat on fire after being hit by US missiles

The Trinidad and Tobago government on Friday 

called on relatives of two men allegedly killed in a U.S. 

military airstrike near Venezuela earlier this week to 

come forward and assist authorities with the investiga-

tion. 

Homeland Security Minister Roger Alexander, a 

former senior police officer, cast doubt on the “inno-

cence” of the men, identified as Richie Samaroo and 

Chad ‘Charpo’ Joseph. 

“All I can say is that what the Homeland Ministry 

is treating with is really newspaper reports, because we 

would want to get as much information as we can to 

assist in any way that we can in terms of identifying 

persons and all of that,” Alexander told I.955FM radio. 

He noted irregularities in the reporting and docu-

mentation of the vessel involved. “But there are some 

strange activities that seem to be taking place, because 

you know, normally when persons travel, the amount 

of souls on a plane, they are able to be identified, if 

something is to happen and in terms of a ship, the man-

ifest and all of that and the boats registered to leave 

from one port to another,” he said. 

Alexander questioned media narratives and family 

statements, citing inconsistencies. “So all we have is 

family making statements, strange and unusual state-

ments, I must say because I heard the media interview-

ing the grandmother and she said that the men are all 

good… Normal thing, we understand that. That is the 

role and function of a mother… but the media never 

asked what type of runs he was making, was it on the 

cricket field…I was confused myself, but as I said be-

fore nothing has come to the Ministry of Homeland Se-

curity in terms of something happening,” he said. 

He urged families to file missing persons reports 

and provide documentation to authorities. “So whilst 

we waiting and asking questions about the family 

members there are a number of things that’s being un-

earthed. But we would love for the family to come, 

bring documents and sit with the police and give them 

a comprehensive report so the police know exactly 

what to work with. We need something to work with 

other than what we are hearing in the public domain, 

because if I mention what we are hearing in the public 

domain, you will tell me put down this phone and you 

will move on to your next topic,” Alexander said. 

Meanwhile, Gary Aboud, secretary of the NGO 

Fishermen and Friends of the Sea, confirmed that 

Samaroo and Joseph were among six people killed in 

the strike. “We would like to offer our condolences to 

the families, friends, children, wives of the deceased. 

Very, very sorry that they were murdered like this. I am 

very very sorry,” Aboud said. 

He warned that local fishers are now reluctant to 

go out to sea. “People are terrified at the risk of being 

killed at sea. Personally I am very upset with our na-

tional position of bringing American warships and al-

lowing them to bypass the judicial process… I strongly 

advise fishermen not to go further than a quarter of a 

mile, half a mile from the shoreline. It is very danger-

ous to be offshore as you can be killed at any time,” he 

said. 

Alexander also referenced past investigations in-

volving the individuals, noting that “in 2018 persons 

were detained with narcotics” and that an investigation 

in east Trinidad involving one of the men “where per-

sons were shot and killed” is ongoing. 

The U.S. military recently intensified its presence 

in the Caribbean, deploying an amphibious squadron, 

a nuclear-powered attack submarine. 

Trinidad gov’t in probe of men killed in US strike
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From the pulsating beat of reggae 

and dancehall music to electrifying live 

performances, Jamaica’s newest luxury 

resort, Princess Grand Jamaica, located 

in Green Island, Hanover, has quickly 

established itself as a favorite among 

travellers from North America and be-

yond, looking for fun, frolic, and authen-

ticity in the paradise island. 

Marketing & Public Relations Man-

ager Serene Lloyd said that entertain-

ment plays an important role in how the 

resort connects with its guests. 

“We want our international guests 

to feel immersed in the authentic Ja-

maican experience,” Lloyd explained. 

“We truly focus on multi-genera-

tional fun. There’s something for every 

generation. So whether you’re 4 years 

old, 14 years old, 40 years old, or above, 

there’s something here at the resort for 

you. And it’s really diverse in terms of 

our entertainment and our activities, so 

everyone can have a fantastic time at 

Princess Grand Jamaica,” she said. 

New for 2026 at the Princess Grand 

Jamaica will be the opening of Jamaica’s 

first-ever Vegas-style casino that will 

mark a bold new chapter for Jamaica’s 

luxury tourism sector. 

“Our casino opens next year, and 

we’re super excited,” Lloyd said. “It will 

be the first casino of its kind in Jamaica, 

and we’re happy that it is coming to 

Princess Hotel and Resorts. It is some-

thing new for the area and the people 

here.” 

The Princess Grand includes two 

world-class, all-inclusive properties: the 

family-friendly Princess Grand Jamaica, 

offering 590 spacious suites; and 

Princess Senses The Mangrove, a serene 

adults-only retreat featuring 401 ocean-

view suites and 14 ultra-luxurious over-

water villas with infinity pools and glass 

floor panels. 

Lloyd bragged about the culinary 

treat at both properties, explaining that 

the offering includes a choice of 14 

restaurants and 15 bars. 

“Our culinary philosophy is rooted 

in diversity and authenticity, so you’ll 

find Jamaican, Italian, seafood, steak-

house, and fusion dining all in one 

place,” said Lloyd. 

“We also have authentic Jamaican 

cuisine in one of our à la carte restau-

rants. That’s an elevated gastronomic ex-

perience, truly focusing on Jamaican 

food,” she informed. 

Lloyd explained that guests at the 

resort are treated to Jamaica’s rich cul-

tural tapestry each night. 

“The entertainment team that we 

have here, they participate in all of our 

nightly shows. They are energetic, and 

they know how to bring that Jamaican 

warmth across. All of our amazing staff, 

they’ll definitely make you feel like 

you’re back at home,” she said, adding, 

“You will hear a mix of authentic Ja-

maican songs, not just Bob Marley, but 

all the other amazing Jamaican artists. 

Our entertainers are energetic, talented, 

and they know how to bring that Ja-

maican warmth across,” Lloyd shared. 

For families, the resort’s entertain-

ment is designed for multi-generational 

fun, from the seven-zone kids’ club and 

virtual reality gaming center to themed 

nights and beach parties for adults. Even 

though the resort has been in operation 

for less than a year, Lloyd said repeat 

North American guests are growing fast, 

with visitors returning to the resort for its 

blend of modern luxury and island soul. 

“Many of our guests from the U.S. 

and Canada come back within months,” 

Lloyd noted. “They tell us it feels like 

coming home, and that’s exactly what 

we aim for.” 

Last June, seventy (70) of the top-

selling U.S.-based travel specialists were 

treated to a luxurious and immersive tour 

of both properties at the Princess Grand, 

where they experienced firsthand the re-

sort’s exciting hospitality offerings.  

Jamaica’s first luxury casino coming at 
Princess Grand Resort

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

The Princess Grand Resort and Casino

Belize and the United States have signed a “Safe Third 

Country Agreement” designed to expand cooperation on 

asylum processing and migration management — a decision 

that has already drawn criticism from opposition leaders in 

Belize. 

The agreement, signed by Belize’s Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, Foreign Trade, Culture and Immigration Hon. Fran-

cis Fonseca and Ms. Katharine Beamer, Chargé d’Affaires at 

the U.S. Embassy in Belize, outlines procedures for the ex-

amination of protection requests. It also reinforces both 

countries’ commitment to international law and humanitar-

ian principles, according to a government press release. 

Under the agreement, Belize “retains an absolute veto 

over transfers, with restrictions on nationalities, a cap on 

transferees, and comprehensive security screenings. No per-

son who is deemed to be a threat to the public safety or na-

tional security will be allowed to enter or stay in Belize. 

Additionally, the United States may also provide, upon re-

quest, financial and technical assistance to enhance Belize’s 

migration and asylum management system.” 

The deal will only take effect after Senate ratification 

and the establishment of operating procedures, and will re-

main in force for two years unless terminated earlier by ei-

ther side. 

The deal closely resembles an agreement signed in Au-

gust between the United States and Paraguay, which allows 

asylum seekers currently in the U.S. to pursue their protec-

tion claims in Paraguay — part of what U.S. officials de-

scribed as a shared effort to manage illegal immigration and 

prevent abuse of the asylum system. 

But not everyone is on board. Tracy Taegar Panton, an 

opposition leader in Belize’s parliament, sharply criticized 

the agreement, warning that it could “reshape Belize’s immi-

gration and asylum systems. 

Belize, US sign third country pact
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Nearly 79,000 Jamaicans, or 2.8 

per cent of the population, remain 

trapped in multidimensional poverty, 

according to the newly released 2025 

Global Multidimensional Poverty 

Index (MPI) published by the United 

Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and 

Human Development Initiative 

(OPHI). 

The report, titled Overlapping 

Hardships: Poverty and Climate Haz-

ard, finds that while Jamaica’s mone-

tary poverty rate dropped to a record 

low of 8.2 per cent in 2023, down from 

16.7 per cent in 2021, thousands con-

tinue to face overlapping deprivations 

in health, education, and living stan-

dards. 

Multidimensional poverty goes 

beyond income levels, capturing 

broader aspects of deprivation that af-

fect well-being. It examines access to 

nutrition, healthcare, education, hous-

ing, sanitation, electricity, and clean 

cooking fuel — offering a fuller picture 

of how poverty shapes daily life. 

According to the 2025 MPI, 52.2 

per cent of multidimensionally poor Ja-

maicans are deprived in health, 20.9 

per cent in education, and 26.9 per cent 

in standard of living. The average in-

tensity of deprivation — the degree to 

which people experience overlapping 

hardships — stands at 38.9 per cent, 

while the country’s overall MPI value 

is 0.011. 

In comparison, the Dominican Re-

public recorded an MPI value of 0.009, 

and Trinidad and Tobago just 0.002, 

placing Jamaica slightly behind its re-

gional peers. 

The findings also reveal that 

142,000 Jamaicans — roughly five per 

cent of the population — are consid-

ered vulnerable to multidimensional 

poverty, meaning a small shock could 

push them into deprivation. Another 

0.2 per cent of Jamaicans live in severe 

multidimensional poverty. 

The report notes that Jamaica’s in-

cidence of multidimensional poverty 

(2.8 per cent) is 1.4 percentage points 

higher than its monetary poverty rate 

(1.4 per cent), showing that “individu-

als living above the monetary poverty 

line may still suffer deprivations in 

health, education and/or standard of 

living.” 

Despite those challenges, Jamaica 

fares better than the Latin America and 

Caribbean average, where 5.6 per cent 

of people live in multidimensional 

poverty, with an average deprivation 

intensity of 42.4 per cent. 

This year’s global MPI update in-

cludes data from 109 countries and 

1,359 regions, covering 6.3 billion peo-

ple worldwide. It finds that 1.1 billion 

people — more than one in six globally 

— live in acute multidimensional 

poverty, and over half are children. 

Sub-Saharan Africa and South 

Asia together account for 83.2 per cent 

of the world’s multidimensionally poor, 

with Sub-Saharan Africa alone home to 

565 million people living in acute 

poverty. The report highlights that 83.5 

per cent of the multidimensionally poor 

live in rural areas, even though these 

areas represent just over half of the 

global population. 

At the other end of the scale, 

countries like Serbia (0.1 per cent), Ar-

menia (0.2 per cent), and Azerbaijan 

(0.2 per cent) have nearly eliminated 

acute multidimensional poverty, while 

Chad (84.2 per cent), the Central 

African Republic (80.4 per cent), and 

Niger (79.9 per cent) have the highest 

poverty rates. 

The report also integrates climate 

hazard data for the first time, revealing 

that nearly eight in ten of those living 

in multidimensional poverty — 887 

million people — are directly exposed 

to extreme heat, drought, flooding, or 

air pollution. Of those, 651 million face 

two or more climate hazards, while 309 

million experience three or four simul-

taneously. 

“The findings show that poverty is 

not just a standalone socio-economic 

issue, but one deeply interlinked with 

planetary pressures and instability,” the 

report concludes.

79,000 Jamaicans still living in multi-
dimensional poverty

Many Jamaicans are still living in poverty

Bahamas National Security Minis-

ter Wayne Munroe is urging citizens to 

“stay out of go-fast boats leaving 

Venezuela” as the United States contin-

ues its military build-up targeting sus-

pected drug traffickers operating out of 

the South American country. 

“We’re not going to be doing what 

the Americans are doing, but you 

would do well to stay out of their way,” 

Munroe told reporters. 

The warning comes after a recent 

meeting of CARICOM heads in 

Guyana, where regional leaders dis-

cussed security concerns in parts of the 

Caribbean and their potential impact on 

member states. The CARICOM Secre-

tariat noted that Trinidad and Tobago 

did not endorse the position taken dur-

ing the meeting. 

The advisory follows a series of 

deadly U.S. strikes targeting suspected 

drug-trafficking vessels off Venezuela’s 

coast, including one that reportedly 

claimed the lives of two Trinidadians. 

“Save in respect of Trinidad and 

Tobago, which reserved its position, 

Heads agreed on the following: They 

reaffirmed the principle of maintaining 

the Caribbean Region as a Zone of 

Peace and the importance of dialogue 

and engagement towards the peaceful 

resolution of disputes and conflict. 

CARICOM remains willing to assist 

towards that objective,” the Secretariat 

said in a statement. 

Munroe acknowledged that The 

Bahamas would be unable to challenge 

the U.S. militarily. “If they determined 

to, for instance, deploy in international 

waters between The Bahamas and the 

U.S., what can we do to restrict them in 

finding what they say is their national 

interest?” he said, adding, “I do not see 

the government being able to restrict 

the U.S. in the steps they see necessary 

to defend their national interest.” 

He emphasized that Bahamians 

should exercise caution to avoid falling 

victim to military action. “If they de-

cide to do that, we would have to seek 

to give our citizens a warning to pre-

vent them from falling victim, perhaps, 

to a military strike,” Munroe said. 

The minister also noted that even 

if U.S. vessels entered Bahamian har-

bors, there would be little the govern-

ment could do beyond issuing a 

complaint. 

Munroe concluded that individu-

als suspected of illegal activity should 

be brought before the courts.

Bahamas minister urges citizens to avoid go-fast boats

A Go Fast drug boat is intercepted in the Caribbean Sea
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Prime Minister Kamla Persad-

Bissessar has brushed aside suggestions 

that Trinidad and Tobago’s bid for a 

non-permanent seat on the United Na-

tions Security Council (UNSC) could 

lose regional backing, saying she is un-

fazed by any potential fallout from her 

government’s support of U.S. military 

operations in the Caribbean. 

“I simply do not care if anyone 

withdraws their support. That is their 

choice,” Persad-Bissessar told the 

Trinidad Guardian on Monday in re-

sponse to a Caribbean Media Corpora-

tion (CMC) report suggesting that Port 

of Spain’s alignment with Washington 

could jeopardize its 2027–2028 Secu-

rity Council nomination. 

CMC quoted regional sources as 

saying that several CARICOM leaders 

were unhappy with Trinidad and To-

bago’s position, which diverged from 

the bloc’s reaffirmation of the 

Caribbean as a “Zone of Peace.” 

“You should ask CARICOM lead-

ers about this. Quite frankly, my only 

care and concern is for the people of 

Trinidad and Tobago,” Persad-Bissessar 

told reporters. “I have made it explic-

itly clear that Trinidad and Tobago will 

always come first under my leadership. 

No other country besides the U.S. is 

willing to assist us to aggressively fight 

the drug and arms traffickers. I am not 

going to toe CARICOM’s line while 

our country is going to hell with drugs, 

out-of-control violent crime and mur-

ders for the last 20 years. Added to that, 

we have tens of thousands of illegal 

Venezuelan immigrants here who are 

putting a strain on our services.” 

Her comments come amid re-

gional unease over U.S. military activi-

ties in the Caribbean, which Washing-

ton says are aimed at combating narco- 

and human trafficking. The CARICOM 

Secretariat confirmed that Trinidad and 

Tobago was the lone member state to 

withhold endorsement of a collective 

statement last weekend reaffirming the 

region’s commitment to peace and 

diplomacy. Sources said that Port of 

Spain’s break from regional consensus 

has raised questions about its suitability 

to represent CARICOM on the Security 

Council — a nomination originally se-

cured under a previous administration. 

They also warned that Persad-Bisses-

sar’s remarks endorsing U.S. operations 

“to kill traffickers violently” could 

strain Trinidad and Tobago’s relations 

within CARICOM, the wider Latin 

American and Caribbean Group (GRU-

LAC), and the A+3 coalition of African 

and Caribbean countries that coordinate 

on UN matters. 

Venezuelan Ambassador to Do-

minica Jose Durabio Moros Savelli has 

urged Caribbean nations to oppose the 

U.S. military buildup, warning it could 

spark regional instability. “If the United 

States start a war in the Caribbean, it 

will be bad for all of us — our econ-

omy, our people,” he said. 

Brazilian President Luiz Inácio 

Lula da Silva and Colombia’s govern-

ment have also publicly criticized the 

U.S. deployment of naval forces, call-

ing it a “source of tension” that under-

mines regional peace. 

Despite the criticism, Port of 

Spain on Sunday reaffirmed its support 

for U.S. operations, emphasizing that 

they target criminal networks, not law-

abiding citizens. “The government of 

Trinidad and Tobago reiterates its com-

mitment to the people of the Caribbean 

for the creation of a safer, stronger, and 

more prosperous region,” its statement 

said.

Trinidad and Tobago’s UN Security Coun-
cil bid faces regional pushback

Advertise and survive as the 

holiday season approaches 

with a low cost ad in Equal-

ity News 647-216-2359

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar



President Dr Irfaan Ali has 

launched a fierce critique of the Board 

of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), 

condemning its long-standing policy 

that bars Indian players from participat-

ing in overseas Twenty20 leagues — a 

restriction that also impacts Guyana’s 

newly launched Global Super League 

(GSL). 

Calling the move “unsustainable,” 

Dr Ali said India’s cricket board had 

leveraged its dominance to impose an 

exclusionary system that threatens the 

game’s global future. “India holds the 

cricketing nuclear button,” he declared. 

“Control through exclusion and market 

dominance may yield short-term gains, 

but an open, level playing field is the 

only sustainable model for long-term 

growth.” 

While the Indian Premier League 

(IPL) remains the world’s most lucra-

tive T20 competition, the BCCI’s ban 

prevents active Indian players from 

joining any rival leagues — including 

the Caribbean Premier League (CPL), 

Pakistan Super League (PSL), Big 

Bash League (BBL), and the UAE’s 

ILT20. 

Dr Ali argued that this isolation-

ism is ultimately self-defeating. “India 

cannot be developing the level of talent 

it is developing just for its borders,” he 

said pointedly. “It’s like boxing — you 

can’t be a world champion if you only 

want to fight in your borders. The 

BCCI is doing an enormous disservice 

to the magnitude of talent that India has 

by not allowing participation in this 

league.” 

Dr Ali cautioned that India’s ap-

proach could backfire as emerging 

powers enter the sporting arena. “Na-

tions like Saudi Arabia are investing 

strategically in sports,” he noted. “That 

can quickly reshape the balance of 

power.” 

He urged the BCCI to return to a 

more cooperative spirit, emphasizing 

that global cricket’s vitality depends on 

shared growth rather than monopolistic 

control. 

Positioned as a unifying venture, 

the Guyana-based Global Super League 

— backed by Cricket West Indies — 

aims to bring together the champions of 

major T20 competitions like the CPL, 

PSL, and BBL in a champions-league 

format. 

Dr Ali stressed that the GSL is de-

signed to complement, not compete 

with, existing leagues. “On the eco-

nomic side, we strongly believe that the 

product we have launched — the 

Global Super League — is not meant to 

be in competition with any product. It 

is meant to be in partnership with all 

the different T20 products,” he ex-

plained. 

He added with conviction, “In the 

first year, I believe it has ruffled 

enough feathers and created enough 

news for people to understand this is a 

serious league.” 

Dr Ali’s remarks resonated beyond 

Guyana’s borders — a clarion call for 

reform in a sport increasingly shaped 

by power and money. His message was 

clear: cricket’s survival as a truly 

global game depends on openness, col-

laboration, and respect for shared 

growth.
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Guyana leader defends Global Super 
League, rebukes India’s closed-door policy

Players in action at the Guyana Super League in July

Hope, Campbell lead WI charge up ICC ladder
Following their defiant centuries 

in Delhi, West Indies batsmen Shai 

Hope and John Campbell have made 

major leaps in the latest ICC Test bat-

ting rankings, underscoring their resur-

gence amid the team’s evolving Test 

revival. 

Hope, who crafted a polished 103 

in the second innings of the final Test 

against India — his first Test hundred 

since 2017 — surged an impressive 34 

places, rocketing from 100th to 66th. 

Campbell, whose fluent 115 marked his 

maiden Test century, rose six places, 

climbing from 74th to 68th. 

The pair’s efforts were the heart of 

a stirring fightback in Delhi that earned 

the West Indies widespread admiration, 

even as India clinched the series 2-0. 

All-rounder Justin Greaves, who 

stood tall with an unbeaten fifty in that 

same innings, also saw his consistency 

rewarded, jumping five spots to 71st. 

His composed performance under pres-

sure further underlined the growing 

depth in the Caribbean batting order. 

Despite missing the series against 

India, Kraigg Brathwaite remains the 

highest-ranked West Indian batsman, 

holding 58th place after a marginal 

two-place drop. Alick Athanaze follows 

at 62nd, maintaining his upward trajec-

tory after a strong year. 

Further down, Joshua Da Silva 

slipped three spots to 75th, Roston 

Chase fell one to 82nd, while Tagenar-

ine Chanderpaul edged up two places 

to 96th, joining spinner Gudakesh 

Motie in that position. 

The latest bowling rankings 

brought a mix of movement and mile-

stones. Injured speedster Shamar 

Joseph dipped one spot to 16th, while 

Jayden Seales, who endured a challeng-

ing tour of India, slid four places to 

17th. 

Left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican, 

the leading wicket-taker for the West 

Indies on the tour, climbed two spots to 

30th, sitting just behind pacer Alzarri 

Joseph. Meanwhile, captain Roston 

Chase made steady progress, rising 

four places to 57th following his valu-

able contributions with the ball. 

Though the rankings reflect indi-

vidual gains, they tell a broader story of 

resilience and renewal. The Delhi fight-

back not only produced long-awaited 

centuries but also signaled a renewed 

competitive edge within the West In-

dies camp — a glimpse of the grit that 

head coach Daren Sammy and his team 

have been working to restore. 

With several players climbing the 

global charts, the message is clear: the 

West Indies are not just rebuilding; 

they are re-emerging.

West Indies Shai Hope
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