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CARICOM Heads visit Jamaica

Guyana President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali is among several CARI-
COM Heads of Government who arrived in Jamaica on Monday as part of
a high-level Goodwill Mission to evaluate the impact of Hurricane
Melissa and support the country’s recovery efforts.

The delegation was received by Jamaica’s Prime Minister Andrew
Holness, at the Norman Manley International Airport.

The mission includes the Prime Ministers of Barbados, Mia Mottley;
Grenada, Dickon Mitchell; Antigua and Barbuda, Gaston Brown; together
with senior officials from the CARICOM Secretariat, the Development
Bank of Latin America (CAF), the World Bank, the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank (IDB), and other regional and international partners.

The visit underscores a strong demonstration of regional solidarity as
CARICOM leaders, development agencies, and multilateral partners col-
laborate to assess the hurricane’s damage and identify urgent areas requir-
ing support.

Guyana is one of the first CARICOM Member States to mobilise sup-
port for Jamaica since Hurricane Melissa made landfall, bringing wide-
spread flooding, infrastructural damage, displacement, and significant
economic disruption.

Even before Hurricane Melissa made landfall, President Ali in-
structed the Civil Defence Commission (CDC), the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and the Guyana Defence Force to work with Jamaican authorities.
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US warships spotted off T&T

A US news crew filming down the islands (DDI) near Trinidad
recorded two American naval vessels moving through the narrow channel
between Trinidad and Venezuela.

ABC News correspondent Matt Rivers was on a fishing boat down
the islands when the team observed a destroyer and an amphibious assault
ship east. The vessels were too distant for identification, according to the
report.

Independent satellite analysts later offered more detail. SA Defensa,
an unofficial account tracking naval activity, posted imagery from the Eu-
ropean Space Agency’s Sentinel-2 identifying an Arleigh Burke-class de-
stroyer and a San Antonio-class landing platform dock in the Gulf of
Paria. The account said both ships were positioned off the coasts of
Trinidad and Venezuela and in proximity to the USS Iwo Jima (pictured
above), which it placed north of the area.

Residents in east and parts of west Trinidad reported hearing helicop-
ter activity over their communities on Monday night.

Official details have been woefully lacking on naval and aviation
movements or the scope of the "training exercises" involving US forces.

Meanwhile, US Southern Command also posted a video showing AV-
8B Harrier II jets conducting live-fire exercises from the USS Iwo Jima in
the Caribbean Sea as part of Operation Southern Spear. Southcom did not
disclose the location of the drill.
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