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T&T moves to reopen oil refinery
A committee with a combined experience of 500 years of experience in refin-

ery services is set to be appointed for the reopening of the Petrotrin refinery at 

Pointe-a-Pierre, south Trinidad. This was announced by Energy and Energy Indus-

tries Minister Dr Roodal Moonilal (above) during the fourth sitting of the House 

of Representatives on June 23. 

He said the refinery requires technical, scientific, commercial, economic and 

contractual evaluations before the re-opening can be finalised and the government 

has been working with multiple stakeholders inciting the Oilfields Workers Trade 

Union. 

This comes after Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar said the government 

has made a commitment to see what could be done to reopen the refinery during 

Labour Day celebrations on June 19, after its operations ceased in November 2018 

as part of the previous government's restructuring of the company. 

“A lot of things have to happen at the same time. It is not simply going down 

there with a cigarette lighter and lighting up the flare," Moonilal said. 

“...We are now going for a quick technical assessment of that refinery then we 

will engage a suitable partner through a proper, open, transparent process to help 

us to restart in terms of the technical capabilities. 

“We will engage relevant, suitable partners. We have been speaking as well 

with the international community in terms of what is required. We are working with 

our partners in the labour sector and collaborating with others so that in the shortest 

possible time we will have our refinery.” 

He said the government is also in discussions with the Georgetown Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry and government officials in Guyana for sourcing needed 

inputs for the refinery’s function such as crude oil.  

Noting the importance of the cross-border gas fields, he said the government 

is working with authorities in the US and Venezuela to reach a common approach 

so that TT can eventually benefit.

Ali to Guyanese: Don’t risk it all on Sept. 1

Guyana President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali delivered a forceful national ad-

dress on Tuesday, drawing a clear distinction between the steady, long-term devel-

opment pursued by his government and the “irresponsible, short-sighted” promises 

floated by the political opposition. 

Using the classic fable of the ant and the grasshopper, President Ali warned 

that Guyana’s future cannot be jeopardised for fleeting gains and reckless prom-

ises. 

“We have brought you economic growth. We have brought you widespread 

development. We are building a social safety net – and we are doing so responsibly 

and stably,” the president said in a live early morning broadcast on his Facebook 

page. 

Despite losing nearly two years of its five-year term to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the ruling PPP/C administration has made significant strides in bringing 

about transformative changes, from record-breaking infrastructure development 

and free tertiary education to the largest scholarship programme in the nation’s his-

tory. 

Guyanese will head to the polls on September 1, and President Ali framed the 

choice before the nation, declaring: “We are committed to building a Guyana for 

all. So, on September 1st, we either risk it all or…keep moving forward with the 

People’s Progressive Party/Civic. A viable country is about strong policies, good 

leadership, consistent leadership, trusted leadership and understanding of what is 

required to make our country great.” 

See our ad on Page 35

Proudly the largest Caribbean weekly newspaper in Canada for 45 years
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Residents of East 
Bank Demerara now 
have access to world-
class healthcare with 
the opening of the state-
of-the-art Diamond 
Regional Hospital. 

Mohamed Irfaan Ali and 

along the vital East 

a major advancement 
in regional healthcare 

Built to meet high 

American medical 

a wide range of outpatient 

clock lab and diagnostic 
services—including CT 

and modern ultrasound 

a new benchmark for 
healthcare in the region.

described the investment 
as a commitment not 

equitable care. “This 
is about ensuring 

or status,” he stated.
The Diamond 

through a partnership 
with China’s Sinopharm 

initiative to develop 
similar modern hospitals 

De Kinderen (Region 

(Region Six). These 
facilities are part of the 
government’s vision to 

regional hub for top-tier 
health services.

underscored plans 
to standardise new 
facilities with matching 
equipment and services 

care and easier long-term 
maintenance. “Every 

about
To support these 

the government is 

with a target of training 

nursing schools have 

and Ten. Technological 

are also being made 
to modernise service 

are now connected to 
international imaging 

global partnerships.
Minister of Health 

noted that the previous 

meet rising demand. 

the growing population. 
“
that people living on 

 he 
said.

This transformation 

Caribbean region as a 
premier destination for 
medical care.
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President, Dr Mohamed 
Irfaan Ali addressing the 
opening

Diamond Hospital is open

Diamond Hospital is open

Diamond Hospital is open

Diamond Hospital is open

Diamond Hospital is open

President Ali participating in the ribbon cutting 

facility

Diamond Hospital is open

The Diamond Regional Hospital was built to meet 
Chinese, British, and American medical standards

Diamond Hospital is open

Diamond Hospital is open



EQUALITY NEWS 5THURSDAY JUNE 26 2025
��������	
����
��	
����� �������	���	���	�
��	���
����

sector continues to soar 
with the announcement 
that Canadian airline 
Air Transat will launch 
direct service to the 

Air Transat becomes 
the tenth international 
carrier to operate out 

of the Cheddi Jagan 
International Airport 

The announcement 

celebration of KLM 

international carrier to 

 
Minister Edghill stated. 
“
support of the 

Guyanese people, on 

Canada.”
Air Transat is 

scheduled to begin 
operations on December 

airline will operate using 

and premium Club Class 
seating.

The new route 
will further boost 

complementing Air 
Canada’s own plans to 
introduce direct service 

named the 

Airline

setting high expectations 
for customer experience 
on the route.

Minister Edghill 

growing role as a 

its strategic geographic 
location and world-class 
air navigation services. 
He noted that the growing 
number of international 

carriers is opening 

and the Caribbean.
These gains are 

one million passengers 

government’s ambitious 

the administration as 
 in 

improving the lives of 

economic growth.
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Mohamed Irfaan Ali and 

Inácio Lula da Silva held 

focusing on advancing 

projects and reinforcing 

conference.

the Brazilian capital for 

CARICOM Heads of 
Government were 
engaging with their 
Brazilian counterparts 
on matters of shared 

Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark 

partnership with the 

focusing on strategic 
economic sectors. His 
remarks came during 

interest. Hosted 

aimed to strengthen 
political and economic 
cooperation between 
Brazil and Caribbean 

Russian Ambassador 
H.E. Alexander Kurmaz 
to commemorate Russia 

extended warm 
greetings to the Russian 

celebration of Russia’s 

emphasis on sustainable 

resilience.
A central theme 

Lula discussions was 
the acceleration of 

rich cultural heritage. 
He highlighted the 
enduring diplomatic ties 

mutual respect.

acknowledged Russia’s 
historic support in 

returning with valuable 
knowledge that 
continues to advance 
national development.

potential for expanded 

critical infrastructure 

essential for boosting 

development across 

important was their 
shared commitment 
to forest protection 

leaders seek to present a 
united regional stance at 

In addition to 
the presidential 

Ali held a separate 
meeting with Sergio 

Development Bank of 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

push toward a more 

Latin America and the 
Caribbean (CAF). Their 
discussions explored 
avenues for development 

partnerships to support 
transformative projects 

bilateral relationship.
He also highlighted 

it as a “valuable 
opportunity to 

signalling a wider push 

to drive regional 
progress.

agenda

protecting children 

promoting international 

E x p r e s s i n g 
optimism for the 

“Guyana stands 
ready to deepen our 
partnership with the 
Russian Federation 

shared progress.”
Minister of Foreign 

alongside government 

and private sector 

attended the event.

The two presidents in discussion

President Ali with his counterparts at the Brazil-
Caribbean Summit in Brazil

PM Phillips at the Russia Day 2025 celebration 

PM Phillips at the Russia Day 2025 celebration

Tenth international carrier, Air Transat, to touch 
down in Guyana

Minister of Public 
Works, Bishop Juan 
Edghill, during the 

celebration of KLM 
Royal Dutch Airlines

���
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GUYANA EYES EXPANDED COOPERATION GUYANA EYES EXPANDED COOPERATION 
WITH RUSSIA IN KEY SECTORSWITH RUSSIA IN KEY SECTORS
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push to integrate its 

expanding oil and gas 
sector is delivering 
impressive results. 

received specialised 

with 99 percent of them 

government’s local 

strong private sector 
partnerships.

At the heart of 
this success is the 3t 

Training Centre 
of Excellence in 

a joint venture among 

Finance Minister 
Dr. Ashni Singh is 

sector to adopt more 
progressive lending 

the range of acceptable 

This shift aims to 
strengthen support for 

growing private sector.
Speaking during a 

Orinduik Marine 

focusing on critical 
subsea and diving 
support services. 

Mohamed Irfaan Ali 

calling it “

as a slogan, but as a 
strategy.”

will deliver cutting-edge 

������������������	���
������	�

�

��������	
��������������

Orinduik Development 

accredited to provide 

and gas workers.
O r i n d u i k ’ s 

Tulsi emphasised the 

Jamaican export and 
investment mission 

addressed long-
standing concerns from 
businesses about banks’ 
historic preference for 

assets as loan collateral.

erring on the side of 

participants across the 

will concentrate on 

Vehicles (ROVs) and 
Diving Services—
both essential to 

production support.

described OMS as a 
cornerstone of the 
government’s plan to 

estimating that if each 
trained individual earns 

The training 

healthy portfolios,”
Dr. Singh acknowledged. 

the need for change: 
“

in lending to the 
Guyanese private 

The Finance Minister 
revealed ongoing 
government discussions 

internal improvements 

homegrown workforce 
capable of operating and 
innovating in advanced 

“
having people who 

and innovate 

he stated at the 
Orinduik Development 
Incorporated Training 
Centre. “This is your 

and to ride.”
He stressed that 

national development 
must be measured 

transformation of people 
through knowledge 

We 

every opportunity

centre features state-
of-the-art hands-on 

survival pool for realistic 

Young trainees like 

expressed gratitude for 
It is 

great to have this 
training here instead 
of having to go to 

 she 
said.

QHSSE Advisor at 

praised the programme 

governmental support to 

lending approach.
S i g n i f i c a n t 

been laid with recent 
legislation allowing 
movable collateral such 

and vehicles to be used 

“We are also 

his government’s 
commitment to building 
local companies capable 
of competing on the 

world stage.

credited OMS’s launch 

mandates oil and gas 
operators to prioritise 

skills development. 

as “
highlighting how it 
“allows Guyanese to 

were not possible 
before.”

Adding to these 

Marine Services (OMS) 

specialised training in 

technologies. OMS aims 

and other Caribbean 

are standard 

doing this
Singh explained. He 
encouraged wider 

The 
legal and regulatory 

need to respond 
and step out of their 

lending.”

trust,” he noted.

OMS’s Lusignan 

to serve the wider 

marine operations in 
countries like Suriname 

Ali said the investment 

nationals for in-demand 

These initiatives 

legislation mandates 
oil and gas operators to 
prioritise developing and 

ensuring the nation’s oil 

its citizens through 

economic growth.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 

the government is 
collaborating with banks 
to improve business 

credit access is critical 
for the private sector 
to expand and drive 
sustainable growth.

(Adapted from 
Newsroom Guyana)

economic vision.

a vital role in subsea 

installing pipelines and 

marine vessels.

described as 
“

featured remarks from 
Tulsi and OMS Subsea 

Arnold.

OMS as “a partner in 
progress, a builder of 

the future.”
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President Ali delivering 
the feature address 
at the launching of 
the Orinduik Marine 
Services

Founder, Harrychand Tusli; Michael Arnold, the CEO, 
Kenneth Vorster, the GM, and other

Muarisia James from 
the Guyana Shorebase 
Incorporated

participant who recently 
completed an Emergency 
Response Team Member 
training at the premier 
oil and gas training 
centre

This is the fourth business mission to Guyana

Guyanese and participants from across the Caribbean 

navigation, and subsea technology, allowing them to 
operate in dynamic caree

FINANCE MINISTER PUSHES BANKING FINANCE MINISTER PUSHES BANKING 

SECTOR TOWARDS PROGRESSIVE LENDINGSECTOR TOWARDS PROGRESSIVE LENDING
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Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has dismissed the 

as “

contrasting the 

with the performance 

administration. 
His remarks come 

as several prominent 
former opposition 

endorsed the governing 

in his government’s 
leadership and results.

Speaking to 

Ali pointed to these 
defections as clear 

track record over the last 

For Change (AFC) leader 

his legal advice to 

Commission (GECOM) 
as 
and “

Hughes had sent 
a letter to GECOM 

arguing that Minister 

him from providing 
legal advice to the 

��������������	�
���	�����
���������

����������	���
�������
�������������		��
�
�������������
�����			��

We have 

he said. “People 

are seeing the 
progress, and they 

path forward.”
He emphasised that 

the endorsements were 
rooted not in political 

“conviction and shared 
commitment to national 

These 
are people who want 
to be part of a better 
Guyana, and we 

 the 

Among those who 
have aligned with the 

Commission ahead of 
the September 1 General 
and Regional Elections.

these claims. “The 
Attorney General is 
not the legal advisor 
of GECOM,” he stated 

Nor has 
the Attorney General 

to be the legal advisor 
of GECOM.”

General’s Chambers 
provides legal opinions 
to GECOM and other 
state agencies upon 

not establish an ongoing 

Region Four Chairman 

Four Vice Chairman 

parliamentarian James 

Seven Chairman David 

Region Five Councillor 
Ismail Muhammad-Al-
Cush.

attempting to undermine 
the democratic process 
and disenfranchise 
voters. “
left a stain on our 

he said. “

He further criticised 
the opposition for its 
continued failure to 
articulate a clear or 

“
obsessed with 

 he 
asserted.

delivering for the people. 
“

but as a national 

“
subtle as it is, one 

apparently the 

asserted.

General noted that 

General have also 
provided legal input to 

including during 

periods. He recalled that 

Commissioners Vincent 

of all Guyanese,” he 
stated.

APNU+AFC
Adding weight to 

Allicock explained his 
decision to support the 

disillusionment with the 
opposition. A member of 

within the coalition had 
eroded. “When we 

President David] 
Granger, we were 

Trotman sought legal 
opinions from the AG’s 

amid the controversial 

a loss of direction and 
cohesion.

Allicock described 

as “

opposition appeared 
more focused on 
personal ambitions 
than national interest. 
“

not seeing the bigger 

He praised the 

i n v e s t m e n t s 
in Indigenous 

improvements in 

Order 60.
“We never 

General then of 

While stressing that 
his endorsement is 

Allicock noted that others 
within the opposition 
are also rethinking their 
positions. “

Allicock had a simple 
message: “
to those vying for 

legal advisor
emphasised.

to a formal request 
from GECOM 
concerning proposed 
amendments to the 

Act. He reiterated that 
“

legal advisor of those 
 adding that 

such claims are part 
of a broader campaign 
aimed at undermining 

constitutional bodies 
like GECOM.

.

Former, Vice President and Minister of Indigenous 

President Ali engaging media operatives on the sidelines of the Orinduik Marine 
Services launch

President Ali engaging media operatives on the 
sidelines of the Orinduik Marine Services launch

������
����������������������������������
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and Minister of Legal 

rejected recent calls for 
prisoners to vote in the 
upcoming September 

condemning what he 
described as “  
attempts to obstruct 

based on language 

called these statements 
“ i r r e s p o n s i b l e , ” 

There is no 

in the world that 

of language.” He 
labelled such actions 

 
and described them 
as a “
of xenophobia, 
an international 

 He further 

electoral laws provide for 
interpreters at polling 

registered electors 
can cast their ballots 
regardless of language 
barriers.

Turning to the 

nominated GECOM 

 While noting 

barring prisoner 

facilitate such voting.
He questioned the 

opposition’s sudden 

Congress Reform 

prisoner voting during 
They 

voting during all 

is it, all of a sudden, 

inherited from British 

prisoners. Enabling 
their participation would 
require new legislation 

preparation.

Commissioner Sase 
Gunraj supported 

voted on the matter and 
prisoners will not be 

elections.

	������	�����������	�����	�������
	���
�����������	��	�������	�����������������

voters at polling stations.
Speaking during 

Issues in 
the News

of the electoral process 
and issued a clear 

of the Representation 

which criminalises 
voter obstruction or 
disruption of election 

from voting or holding 

His remarks 
followed the circulation 

showing Opposition 

encouraging polling 
agents to block voters 

General and Regional 
Elections set for 

Commission (GECOM) 

address concerns raised 

and credible polls.

Giddings met with 
representatives from 
16 political parties—

Elections Commission 
(GECOM) has approved 

Form aimed at 

and smaller parties like 
the Alliance For Change 

electoral issues.
One of the most 

pressing matters raised 
was the handling of 
“  which 
allow multiple parties 
to combine votes to 

representation. Mark 

electoral process ahead 

General and Regional 
Elections.

Lenox Shuman and 

Kissoon refused to 

representation.
G i d d i n g s 

acknowledged the 
importance of this 
issue and committed to 
raising it at GECOM’s 

that needs to be 
addressed. At this 

for political parties 
submitting Lists 
of Candidates for 

Regional Democratic 
Council lists. The 
revision seeks to enhance 

misuse of nominators’ 
information.

This move follows 

prefer to be guided 

 he stated.
Another concern 

discussed was the 
presence of deceased 
individuals on the 
voters’ list. Giddings 

being addressed through 
GECOM’s ongoing claims 
and objections process. 
He urged the public to 

such cases. The claims 

and objections are set to 

In preparation for the 

sparking public debate 

candidate lists. In 

form now includes a 
prominent declaration 
at the top of each page to 
ensure nominators’ full 
awareness and consent.

The new declaration 
reads: “We the 
u n d e r s i g n e d 

willingly provide 

and append our 
signatures as 

which must be approved 

1. A revised voters’ list 
will be published for 

for the ………………… 
Party.”

GECOM is urging all 
prospective contestants 
to use this revised form 

and to support 

submissions within the 

allowed for review and 
correction.

The updated forms 

are now available online 
via GECOM’s General 
and Regional Elections 

hub
also be obtained from 

GECOM’s proactive 

ongoing commitment to 
ensuring a credible and 
transparent electoral 

����	��	�
��
��
�
��
�

�
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��	�����
�

��	
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	��

Attorney General and 

Mohabir Anil Nandlall

Guyanese waiting in line to cast their vote during the 
March 2, 2020 general and regional elections

polling stations and 
procuring essential 

14.

attended as representatives of the governing PPP

GECOM
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as a regional leader in 

other member states 

Caribbean’s dependence 
on imported food. 

commitment to the 
regional goal while 

of Education has 
announced that the 

begin on Monday, 
 

scheduled 

is to accommodate the 
General and Regional 

held on 

Minister of 
Priya 

 

schools across the 

sector is set to receive a 
major boost through a 

agreement signed 
between the Government 

CARICOM Development 
Fund (CDF). 

The funding will 
support the launch 
of the Agricultural 
and Infrastructural 
D e v e l o p m e n t 

aimed at strengthening 
food production and 

all 10 regions. The 

The agreement 

������	���	
����
�	�
����	
��	����	�
������		���

the initiative’s recent 

In response to 

that the extension is 

recalibration that takes 
into account global 
agricultural disruptions. 
The revised focus now 

aims to strengthen 

through real increases in 

used as polling stations. 

used for polling 

and refresh our 

underscoring the 
importance of supporting 
a smooth and credible 
electoral process.

M i n i s t e r 
Manickchand also 
assured the public that 

was formalised at the 

with participation from 

Ministries of Agriculture 
and Finance. Dr. Ashni 

of the government and 
expressed gratitude to 
the CDF for its continued 
support.

Dr. Singh 
emphasised that 
agriculture remains a 

As 

President Irfaan 

reductions in import 
bills.

regional counterparts 
are “  on 

making the nominal food 
import bill an unreliable 
measure of progress. The 

tracking the “real food 

accurate indicator. 

nominal import bill 

real increase was just 

nominal food import bill 

the revised reopening 

to minimise disruption 
to the education calendar 
while prioritising civic 

“We 
are happy to give up 

of allowing people to 

the government’s 
support for the electoral 
arrangements.

Dr. 

of a strong and 

 
he said. He reiterated 
the administration’s 
commitment to making 

third of the increase 
was due to rising global 

import volumes. Some 
increase was also driven 

produced staples such as 
wheat.

Despite these 

agricultural output. 

achievement rate for the 

 

the September 1 
election date during his 

 

N e i g h b o u r h o o d 

(NDC)
also be used as polling 
stations.

Minister Manickchand 
noted that schools have 

Caribbean.
CDF CEO Rodinald 

Soomer described the 
bold and 

regional agriculture 

expectations. With the 

to lead in production 

strong public and private 

forward-looking policies.

and high-value crops. 
The government’s 
investments in farm-to-

national examinations 

disruption to students 

sector. He noted the 

nourishing the wider 

advancing CARICOM’s 
food and nutrition 

Investments will include 

the development or 
upgrading of 13 agro-

the enhancement of eight 
surveillance outposts to 
help combat threats like 

Aligned with 

laboratories have laid 
the groundwork for long-

and food import data 

growing—it is setting the 
pace for the region’s food 

and teachers.

continue to provide 
updates as needed in the 
lead-up to the start of the 

role in CARICOM’s 

programme will support 

and implement climate-
smart agricultural 
practices.

The initiative is a 

broader economic 

a vital role in generating 

and adding value to 
select commodities in 

�
�	�����
	�����	�����
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Guyana and CARICOM Development Fund ink US$18 
million agreement

Guyana surpassed regional expectations for 
agricultural production

Guyana surpassed regional expectations for 
agricultural production

The reopening of schools will be announced in due 
course

NEW SCHOOL TERM TO BEGIN SEPTEMBER 8 TO NEW SCHOOL TERM TO BEGIN SEPTEMBER 8 TO 

ACCOMMODATE GENERAL AND REGIONAL ELECTIONSACCOMMODATE GENERAL AND REGIONAL ELECTIONS
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 A state-of-the-

landmark initiative set 
to transform juvenile 

Magistrate’s Court in 

a collaboration among 

was completed in 
multiple phases to serve 

enhance their facilities 

and Minister of Legal 

the ribbon-cutting 

unveiling. He hailed 

its kind in Essequibo 

the government’s 
“ u n w a v e r i n g 

them as the nation’s 
most valuable resource.

“Our greatest 

stated. “It is our 
duty to ensure they 

fullest potential.” 
He highlighted 
the government’s 
implementation of 
modern legislation 

to protect child 
welfare. He also noted 

alongside social support 
programmes like the 

grant.

selected institutions. 

national commitment 

The children’s court 
implements the Juvenile 

provides clear guidelines 
for handling juveniles 
involved with the law 
from arrest through 
court proceedings and 
sentencing.

rehabilitation and 

collaboration with the 

Services for custodial 
care and child protection.

Representative Gabriel 
Vockel called the opening 
a “
for child protection 

He linked the court’s 

to strengthening the 

Among the standout 

East Coast Demerara. 
Opened less than a 

recognition for its STEM-

programme for children 

strong outdoor learning 
components. Founder 
Quenita Walrond told 

toward expanding their 

creating “even better 
spaces for learning and 

Helen DaSilva 

of Young Scholars 

deep gratitude. 

she said the grant 

work to Sustainable 
Development Goal 

strong institutions. 
“

ensuring their rights 
are upheld and their 

 Vockel 

partnership to empower 
and safeguard children.

Justice of Appeal 

the court “truly 
 

highlighting its role 

people a second 
chance and a space to 

“

to rewrite their 
stories,” he said. “This 

rehabilitation.”
Chief Justice Roxane 

would help complete an 
essential outdoor space 
that had been stalled due 
to funding constraints. 
“This is a big step for 
us as the owners of 

shared.

the funds to purchase 
recreational equipment 
to enhance her upgraded 

enrich students’ 
experiences.

The grants were 

of Human Services 

during the observance 

Ten were selected based 
on their excellence in 

specialised children’s 

through the partnership 
between the Government 

Article 40 of the 

child must be treated 

throughout the judicial 
process.

in Region Two, 
Cinderella County, 

step in upholding 
the rights of the 

 she said. “Its 

our national vision 

Justice George added 
that specialised courts 
will continue to be 
established across 

juvenile and adult legal 
services evolve alongside 

economic progress.
Chancellor of the 

(Adapted from the 
Guyana Chronicle)

commitment to 
expanding the initiative 
nationwide until “a 

 She 
emphasised the 
supportive approach 
being taken:

“

the grant, they will be 
nurtured and guided 

the Child Care and 

She further noted: 
“This initiative 

The initiative marks 
another step forward in 

 

��������������	����
��	�����
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�����	
��

communities.
The new court is 

part of a comprehensive 

which included building 

modernising both 
the children’s and 

and adding new 
washroom facilities.

and improve childcare 

a new government 
initiative awarding 

Scene from the commissioning of the court 

Scene from the commissioning of the court 

Scene from the commissioning of the court 

����������	������������������	���
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���
��

Minister of Human Services and Social 
Security Dr Vindhya Persaud (centre) 
surrounded by recipients of the Child 
Care and Development Services Grant

Minister Vindhya Persaud handing 
over the cash grant to Helen DaSilva 
Thompson, Founder of Young Scholars 
Academy

Minister Vindhya Persaud handing over 
the cash grant to Taneka Sanchara, 

and Nursery

Quenisha Walrond, Managing director 
of Atikali Learning Lab, receiving the 
cash grant from Minister Vindhya 
Persaud
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The longstanding 
friendship between 

once again borne fruit 

new recreational space 

Demerara. This vibrant 

result of a collaboration 

Republic of China in 

families from Leonora 
and neighbouring 

and scenic environment 

well-being.
Speaking at 

the commissioning 

that development is 

creating spaces where 

“

thrive,” she said.
Chinese Ambassador 

H.E. Yang Yang 

expressing pride in 
China’s support for 

two countries’ enduring 
partnership.

The new park forms 

nine public spaces 

under development. 
The initiative promotes 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

public spaces into 

environments.
In her closing 

called on residents to 

and protect it from 
vandalism. and pride to the 

 she 

urged. “You have a 

Minister within 

and Region Three 

ongoing development 

inclusive growth.

CHINA-GUYANA PARTNERSHIP DELIVERS NEW CHINA-GUYANA PARTNERSHIP DELIVERS NEW 

RECREATIONAL HAVEN IN LEONORARECREATIONAL HAVEN IN LEONORA

global business has 
opened in Georgetown 
with the commissioning 
of the World Trade Centre 

a modern commercial 
hub designed to attract 

in the international 
marketplace.

square feet and holds 
the distinction of being 

Trade Centre in the 
CARICOM region.

Speaking at 
the commissioning 

Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali described the WTCG 

to become a regional 
leader in trade and 
investment.

“

ready to show the 
world that we will 

standards and play in 

growth,”

is expected to serve as 
a hub for regional trade 
integration and economic 

wider CARICOM bloc. 
It forms the anchor of 

export readiness and 
industrial advancement.

agro-processing and food 
hub being developed 
at Yarrowkabra on 

a partnership with 
Bloomberg Greens. 

will allow small farmers 
and processors to 

It will connect local 
producers to regional 
and extra-regional 

Brazil and CARICOM.

stressed that the WTCG 
must serve businesses 

corporations to small 

global exposure needed 
to succeed.

“

businesses, but for 

he urged.
To further support 

small and medium 

the government is 
establishing a zero-
percent special 
investment vehicle to 
co-invest with local 

and attract capital. 
Complementing these 
measures are reforms 

and improve public 

The aviation sector 
is also being modernised 
through new legislation 
and infrastructure 

aviation network will 
become one of the most 
advanced in the region 

commended Demerara 
Distillers Limited (DDL) 
for spearheading the 
WTCG initiative. DDL 
acquired the World 
Trade Centre license 

praised for its foresight 
and alignment with 
national development 
goals.

DDL Chairman 
Komal Samaroo 
highlighted the centre’s 

updates to the 

laws.

WTCA Members Forum 

WTCG will connect 

trade centres in more 
than 100 countries.

The commissioning 

senior government 

and WTCG Executive 

who delivered the 
welcome remarks.

President Ali delivering 
the feature address at 
the commissioning of 
the modern World Trade 
Center Georgetown 
building

Limited (DDL) 
Chairman, Komal 
Samaroo

also attended the event 

Leonora welcomes Zia's Play Park,a new hub for 
families

First Lady commissions new Park in Leonora

Leonora welcomes Zia's Play Park,a new hub for 
families

������	��	
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A new group of 

professionals has 
graduated from Region 

These individuals 

rigorous four-month 
Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training 

The initiative was 

of Labour’s Board of 
Industrial Training 
(BIT) and the Basic 

equipping participants 

skills for high-demand 
sectors.

The graduating class 
included 88 men and 

of hands-on training. 

such as: welding 

conditioning and 

vehicle servicing and 
repair

Speaking at the 

Minister within the 

the importance of 
such programmes in 

the realities of a booming 

“You are living 

a rate we have never 
seen before in this 

region,
told the graduates. 
He emphasised that 
while the government 
continues to facilitate 

it is up to individuals 

and seize emerging 
opportunities.

“We will do the 
training… but you 

equipped with, 

Of the total 

while the remaining 
38 attended the 

Industrial Training 

government’s inclusive 

the programme was 
open to participants of 

and academic levels.
Following the 

engage with prospective 

both private companies 
and government 
agencies—further easing 
their transition into the 
workforce.

�����������������	��
�����������
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sector continues to 
advance with the launch 
of three new schools 

turned the sod for each 

the government’s 
commitment to 
modernising the 

infrastructure. “That is 
how you show love,” 

by preparing 

the Guyana that is 
unfolding.”

the $900 million Vreed-

The remote village of 

a major milestone in 
education with the 
commissioning of its 

new duplex teachers’ 

marking a transformative 

learning in the area.

School will accommodate 

executed in four lots 

science and technical 

furnishing.
The modern 

centre. It will also 

Construction is expected 
to be completed in nine 

a nine-month defects 

DIAMOND TO GAIN 
MODERN PRIMARY 

Minister of Education 

facilities during a recent 

the government’s 
commitment to 
equitable access to 

all regions.

The Diamond 

from a state-of-the-art 

to accommodate at 

will span two acres and 

waiting area.
Constructed using 

the school is built for 

projected lifespan of over 

Bara were taught in a 

school. With the new 

now have their own 

The new teachers’ 
accommodation is 

of Awarenau has moved 

allowing for more stable 
and consistent education 

features such as natural 
lighting.

Additional facilities 
include an IT Research 

with recreational 
amenities. The school 

M i n i s t e r 
Manickchand also noted 
her satisfaction that all 
local teachers are either 
enrolled in or preparing 
to begin formal training. 
Thanks to the new 

can now remain in their 
village while continuing 
their professional 
development.

pleased that the 

programme has reached 
even this deep-southern 

model and has been 

targeted within 10 

SECONDARY 

is being demolished to 

will accommodate 
over 400 students and 

learners.

Minister also joined the 

counselling room.
The building will also 

house a Science Research 

with a design focused 

through lightweight 
glass panels and ample 
natural lighting. Modern 

The contract was 
awarded to K&S General 
Contracting Inc. through 
a competitive public 
procurement process. 
Construction is expected 

period.

Minister Ashni Singh 
handing over a 

Minister Ashni Singh 
handing over a 

Minister Ashni Singh 
handing over a 

������������
������
�����

�������������������������	�

PARA BARA GETS MODERN NURSERY PARA BARA GETS MODERN NURSERY 

SCHOOL AND TEACHERS’ QUARTERSSCHOOL AND TEACHERS’ QUARTERS

and rice with stewed 

and swank as part of the 
hot meals programme.

Sod turning for  $821M Diamond No.2 Primary School

New $821M secondary school for  Diamond
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Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
has hailed the graduates 

(GOAL) as “living 
proof
education revolution in 

the third GOAL 

achievement marked 
more than personal 
success—it signalled a 
national transformation 

development.
“This is a 

revolution in 

one of you is living 

proof,

emphasised that earning 

beginning of a greater 
“The 

future of Guyana 
does not rest on 

hearts, and the hands 

Guyana needs your 

your passion,” he told 
the graduates.

He called on 
them to turn their 

responsible 

having a higher 

are supposed 
to be patrons of 

designed to eliminate 
barriers to higher 

reminded the audience 
that GOAL was never 

“

for thousands of 
talented Guyanese 

who had never been 

the doors of higher 
learning,” he said.

government’s initial 

as proof of the 
programmes inclusive 
and empowering impact.

Senior Minister in 

as a milestone in the 

a knowledge-based 

students are graduating 

master’s degrees.
“You are literally 

living in the era 
of opportunity in 
Guyana

economic expansion 
across sectors such as 

infrastructure. He noted 
that GOAL is part of the 
government’s broader 

commitment to expand 
access to education 
and support national 
development.

The GOAL 

investment which 

government has made 

incoming students.
The graduation 

under the theme 
“Enhancing the Nation’s 
Human Capacity” and 
also featured remarks 
from guest speaker 

London.
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A
s part of the PPP/C Government’s 
boots-on-the-ground approach, 
Ministers visited Regions One, 

Eight, and Nine to meet with residents 
and discuss key development priorities.

the government’s commitment to 
inclusive, people-focused governance. 
Residents shared concerns, asked 
questions, and received updates on 
projects across sectors.

Here are a few candid moments from 
these meaningful interactions.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Dial Hand Soap
Assorted

385 ml

Black River
All Purpose Flour
2 kg

Lazeez

Parboiled Rice
8 kg

Alcan 

Aluminum Foil 
20 SQ FT 189

each

Sweet & Dandy
Ginger Beer Syrup
750 ml

Benjamins

Rose Water
480 ml 299

each

Carib Original

Carbolic Soap
125 g 99¢

each

Grace

Browning
148 ml

2/
$1 5/

$1Busta
Carbonated Beverage 
Assorted 500 ml

each

National Chox
Sandwich Cookies
assorted 36 g

Ann Instant Honeyed 
Ginger Drink with 
Lemon  18's

199
each

Vita Malt Classic
Malt Beverage
330 ml 2/250

Pearl River Bridge 
Mushroom Soy 
Sauce 500 ml

Brunswick

Sardines
Assorted 106 g

Sunrite

Bammy
assorted 320-397 g

1299
each

799
each

189
each

269
each

each99¢

Star Mango or
Guava Juice
1,5 L 199

each

249
each

Grace Sweetened
Condensed 
Whitener 297 ml

2/220 399
each

349
each

Grace Virgin

Coconut Oil
500 ml 599

each

Grace Mackerel

in Tomato Sauce
Assorted 155 g 99¢

each

Super Kill II

Roach and Ant Killer 
170 ml 599
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397

M
ar

k
am

 R
d

.

Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399

K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 R

d
. 
S

o
it

h

R
u

th
er

fo
rd

 R
d

. 
S

o
u

th
.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il

v
er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.

M
ar

ti
n

 G
ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

 Five Locations To Serve You Better
Although we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Specials in Effect Fri. June 26th

until Wed. July 2nd, 2025

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

From

$799
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish 

Under New Management

$899
lb as is

Fresh Yellow Tail
Snappers 1/2-1 lb

lb as is
$599

Fresh
Golden Groupers 3-5lb

$499
lb

Frozen
Mutton Shoulder

Fresh Atlantic 

Whole Salmon

lb as is
$699

$249
lb

Burned 
Beef Feet

$199
lb

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

Fresh Flamingo
 Chicken Leg 

Quarters

7499
18 kg box

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

$699
lb as is

Fresh
Parrot Fish

$399
lb

Frozen Centre Cut
Beef Shank Steak

399
lb

Frozen
King Fish Steaks

$699
lb

Fresh Organic

Ginger

Large Salted
Cod Fish

$699
lb

Frozen Split
Chicken Wings

5 kg bag

$2999

Fresh Garlic

3 PCS Bag

89¢499
lb299

lb

Fresh Jamaican 

Sweet Potatoes
Fresh White Yams

Frozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trimmed

Oxtail

$999
lb Frozen or

Previously
Frozen
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commitment to collective action and environmental 

enhance cleanliness across Georgetown and other 

Government ministers fanned out to various 

This marked the 10th national clean-up exercise 
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Before Before 

AfterAfter
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FUELLED by investments in in-
frastructure, agriculture, and energy se-
curity, Region Three (Essequibo 
Islands–West Demerara) is on track to 
become the industrial capital of 
Guyana. 

This was according to President 
Dr. Irfaan Ali during his feature address 
at a business networking event hosted 
by the Region Three Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (R3CCI) on Mon-
day evening. 

He said that with supporting pil-
lars already enforced, Region Three is 
being strategically positioned to be a 
key player in Guyana’s diverse econ-
omy. 

Boasting vibrant commercial and 
industrial sectors, the region is well on 
its way to becoming a powerhouse. 

“Region Three is strategically po-
sitioned with access to natural re-
sources, agricultural strength, and 
proximity to major markets, including 
the Essequibo Coast, Bartica, and the 
populous Region Four, giving Region 
Three advantages which must be har-
nessed,” Dr. Ali said. 

To take the region to newer 
heights, President Ali noted that the 
government has been making invest-
ments in “reliable infrastructure”, 
thereby ensuring that road networks, 
bridges, and ports are in place to sup-
port the movement of goods and serv-
ices. 

Concurrently, the government has 
also ensured that access to financing 
and capital services are readily avail-
able to fuel expansion and innovation 
to meet growing market demands. 

“Your government has long recog-
nised the need to invest in the pillars 
that will transform this region, and sup-
port vibrant commercial and industrial 
sectors, good roads, ports, airports and 
reliable power supply support efficient 
movement of goods and services,” 
President Ali said. 

In Region Three, the government 
has expended tens of billions of dollars 
on infrastructure, excluding the new 
Demerara River Bridge, which is one 
of the country’s largest financial infra-
structural undertakings. 

Painting a picture of even greater 
prospects, Dr. Ali pointed out that upon 
completion of the new bridge and the 
gas-to-energy project, a new wave of 
manufacturing and agro-processing 
will be unlocked, placing the region at 
the heart of the country’s energy-led 
transformation. 

He cited, too, the construction of a 
new stadium in the region that will add 
to the diversification of the local econ-
omy. 

“Together, this development will 
not only spur economic growth, but 
will also foster a vibrant and dynamic 
social environment, drawing talent, 
tourism and opportunity from across 
the nation,” the Head of State said. 

He pointed out that with support-
ive monetary policies, the government 
has encouraged an expansion of credit 
to the private sector by an increase of 
62 per cent. 

There were notable credit in-
creases in mining to 25.8 per cent, agri-
culture at 95. 6 per cent, manufacturing 
57.9 per cent, and services at 60.9 per 
cent. 

“When you look at the spread of 
lending, and the areas in which you’ve 
seen accelerated lending, it tells you 
about a diversified economic portfolio. 
It tells you about an economy in which 
the different sectors are stratified for 
more balanced growth; expansive 
growth, and it tells you about an econ-
omy that is rising on every single 

front,” President Ali said. 
He noted, too, that while the gov-

ernment has seen greater lending in the 
different sectors, there has also been a 
decline in non-performing loans. 

The non-performing loans ratio, 
which was 11.1 per cent in 2019 
dropped to 2.7 per cent by December 
2023, and 2.1 per cent last year, the 

lowest in the Caribbean. 
Dr. Ali said: “As we confront the 

next five years, we’re going to work 
with you on co- investment and co-fi-
nancing opportunities.” 

The government, he noted, will be 
investing in a facility that will provide 
interest-free loans to small and 
medium-sized enterprises to target the 

market size, and ongoing development 
of the region, creating even more stim-
ulus for commercial and business activ-
ity. 

Dr. Ali, who is seeking re-election 
at the upcoming September 1 polls, fur-
ther urged the gathering to reflect on 
the momentum that has been built. 

He said: “From farm belt to eco-
nomic powerhouse, from a gateway to 
destination, from promise to perform-
ance, this is Region Three’s moment, 
and we must seize it.” 

In closing, he said: “We have seen 
in the previous [APNU+AFC] govern-
ment what economic impact, social im-
pact, the region would have undergone 
because of a government that did not 
understand the economic structure of 
this region… Because of a government 
that did not care about the economic 
structure of this region, once vibrant 
communities were set on the bread line 
of poverty because of poor governance, 
poor policies, and an inability to under-
stand how the economy of the region 
works.”

Region Three poised to be industrial capital 
of Guyana —President Ali says

Region Three is on track to becoming the industrial capital of Guyana
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Reliable access to 

residents from Four 
Miles to Five Miles in 

A long-anticipated 

treatment plant is now 

track for commissioning 

of challenges related to 

Minister of Housing 

visited the construction 

highlighted the project’s 

tapping into a 

as opposed to drilling 

a well,

is designed to meet the 

C o n s t r u c t e d 

up to three million 

thousands of residents 

and surrounding 
communities. One of the 

elimination of high iron 

long-standing issue for 

The project is a major 
part of the government’s 
broader agenda to 

water access across the 

up investments in water 
infrastructure in both 
coastal and hinterland 
areas.

In addition to the 

Amakokopai and 

with completion 

Region Seven 

billion in water sector 
investments under the 
current administration. 
This includes new 

in communities such as 

upgrades to the existing 

These sustained 

the government’s 
commitment to 
delivering improved 
essential services and 

the hinterland.

Thousands in 

time or improved access 

its nationwide push 
to bridge water access 
gaps. Recent ministerial 
visits to Regions One 
(Barima-Waini) and 

have unveiled a wave of 
new wells and upgraded 

in long-overlooked 
communities.

Way in Region One

the verge of a major 
breakthrough—first-

time access to potable 

well is expected to serve 

the school and health 

on rainwater and often-
contaminated river 
sources.

Minister of Housing 

Red Hill and reported 
encouraging progress. 
GWI is now preparing to 
install the distribution 

in the process. Water is 

of Hobodeia are 

commissioning of a new 

relied on a single hand 
pump that failed during 

of households.
M i n i s t e r 

the government’s 
commitment to 

noting that potable water 
coverage in Region One 

be spent to expand water 

new wells planned for 
the region.

in Region Eight
Minister within 

similar news during a 

Region Eight.

families will receive 

water tanks as a short-
term measure. Due 

new one will be drilled 
following further 
assessment.

rehabilitation of the 

Despite three failed 
drilling attempts in 

remains committed 

contractors expected 
soon to conduct testing.

Murawau will see 
the construction of a 

long walk to fetch river 

and bridge works are 
being carried out to 
facilitate equipment 
transport.

At Brian Sucre 

time access to potable 

million solar-powered 

In response 

to concerns about 
inconsistent water 

Rodrigues tasked 

Incorporated (GWI) 
team with distributing 

household.

development for 
Mahdia’s water future: 

awarded to drill a new 
well next to the solar 

. 

to 

Mahdia.”
These projects are 

to achieve universal 
access to safe water in 

billion has been invested 

Additional wells are 

Wailang and Seven Miles 
(Mahdia.)

progress,” Minister 
Rodrigues said. “And 

to ensure every 

right.”
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with commissioning of $35M System

Hobodeia families gain reliable access to potable water

Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water, 
Susan Rodrigues addressing residents from Princeville

Minister Rodrigues and Senior Engineer at GWI, 
Khemraj Persaud, inspecting the water system at 
Micobie

Residents at a community meeting at Wailang

Five Miles water treatment plant  

Five Miles water treatment plant  

Minister of Housing and 
Water, Collin Croal, 
being provided with an 
update about Five Miles 
Water Treatment Plant 
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land titles after decades 
of occupation. The 
announcement was made 

have seen in 
generations
that although residents 
have been farming and 
living on the land since 

regularisation process 

leaving them without 
legal ownership.

into these lands, but 

as ownership
told residents. “This 

title for the lands 

emphasised the value 

calling it a “stable and 

ownership
be used as collateral for 
loans and other ventures. 

“There is no greater 

people than to give 

 he said.

residents to cooperate 

also assured them that 
the government will 
cover all fees associated 
with regularisation.

would consult with the 

whether the area should 
continue with leases or 
be converted into a titled 
area.

Also present at the 
exercise were Regional 
Chairman David 
Armogan and GLSC’s 
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regularisation exercise at 

Mohamed Irfaan Ali 
during a presidential 
outreach in Mara two 

described the 
regularisation as 
“perhaps one of the 

housing development 

with the government 

billion to complete 
critical infrastructure 

areas. 
The initiative is set to 

provide more than 300 
residents with access to 

to begin construction 
on their homes within 
months.

Minister of Housing 

update during a recent 
virtual tour from 

landowners eager to see 
progress.

The core focus is on 

Land clearance 

marking the launch of 

housing development. 
This transformative 
initiative in Region Eight 
will provide over 300 

ushering in a new era 
of homeownership and 

for the township.
Minister within the 

update during a recent 

in Mahdia as part of 

across the region. She 

the Five Miles South and 

where infrastructure 
works are expected to 

Five Miles has received 

is being injected into 
the Five Miles Extension 

million being invested 
in the initial phase to 
construct vital roads and 

improving access and 

for sustainable 
development.

who visited the 

expressed satisfaction 
with the pace of work and 
assured that “the area 

billion is allocated for 
infrastructure in Tract 
Bar.

Minister Croal 
emphasised the 
government’s strategic 
push to fast-track 
h o m e o w n e r s h i p 
through accelerated 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development. “The 

 
allowing allottees to 
begin construction 

phase is expected to be 
completed.

Expands

Minister Rodrigues also 
provided updates on 
the broader Hinterland 

Responding to a request 
from residents of 

investing the 
required funds 
in the housing 

he said.
Residents will also 

treatment plant at Five 

The virtual tour allowed 
landowners to engage 

process.

house lots at Tract 
Bar and Five Miles 
South. Among them 

described the experience 
as empowering: “It feels 

Micobie for housing 

that several Region 
Eight communities have 

home construction.

and Tuseneng are each 

construction of 10 homes 
under this initiative. 
Murawau
will also receive 10 new 

good to get this after 
waiting for so long. I 

and excitement: “This 

pieces of wood have 

livelihoods and injecting 
income into the area.

to help everyone, 

addressing soon
Minister Rodrigues 
assured residents. She 
also reminded families 
of the $3 million housing 

Minister Croal led 
the land allocation 
drive at the Bartica 

where 104 landowners 
also signed agreements 
of sale for lands at Block 

house lots have been 
distributed in Bartica 

toward completing 
a historic housing 
milestone in Region 
Seven.

vulnerable households 
can use to repair or 
upgrade their homes.

Mahdia and surrounding 

government’s broader 
commitment to uplifting 
living standards and 
fostering equitable 

hinterland regions. 
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Residents at the land Regularisation exercise at Plegt 
Anker Primary School in Region Six.

The housing drive at the Bartica Community Centre 
Ground 

The housing drive at the Bartica Community Centre 
Ground 

Attorney General and 

Mohabir Anil Nandlall, 
S.C



EQUALITY NEWS 25THURSDAY JUNE 26 2025
��������	
����
��	
����� �������	���	���	�
��	���
����

“
in advancing the rights of 
persons with disabilities 

the 18th Session of the 
Conference of State 

with Disabilities. She 
emphasised that the 
Convention remains a 
vital global benchmark 
for promoting these 
fundamental rights.

highlighted the 

to safeguarding the 

of Discrimination 

with Disabilities 
Act. These laws 

free education and 

in cultural and 
recreational life.

She also referenced 

inclusion within 
sustainable development 
goals. “Our 

On the occasion of 

Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 
Ali shared a heartfelt 

and divine purpose with 

importance of trusting 
in Allah amid life’s 

believers to embrace 
the “quiet, guiding 
hand of Allah” 

human understanding. 
“
pray, and let us give 

R i v e r i n e 
communities in Region 

from enhanced access to 

services following the 
commissioning of three 
new boats and engines at 
Kumaka.

The commissioning

with gratitude and 
generosity. Trust 

the Planner. Trust 
Allah
encouraged.

powerful reminder 
that while people are 
called to live with 

shapes their outcomes. 
“We are agents of 

Allah is the Master 
 

 
“And whoever puts 

Minister of Housing and 

Representative for the 

alongside Regional 
Chairman Brentnol 

their trust in Allah, 
alone  is 

Certainly, Allah 

Allah has already 
set a destiny for 
everything.”

In a world often 

Regional Executive 

Two of the boats 
have been assigned to 
the Regional Health 
Department and will 
serve the Mabaruma and 
Matarkai sub-regions. 

Regional Democratic 
Council (RDC) budget 

These vessels are 

trusting the One who 
holds all answers.

He drew inspiration 

support mobile medical 

healthcare supplies to 
remote communities.

Minister Croal noted 
that the initiative will 
allow health teams to 
conduct routine check-
ups and services like 

in communities. “We 

the hospital or health 

boats will also ensure 
vital medical supplies 
reach hinterland villages 

unwavering faith teaches 
that “faith begins 

ends.”
described faith as the 
inner force that carries us 

else urges us to doubt or 
stop. 

even when the path is 

Eid,” he said.

knowledge that what is 
destined will come to 

was never meant to be.
He ended with a 

He also highlighted 
broader government 

including investments 

human resources.

was also funded through 

This vessel will support 
administrative duties 
and enable regional 

and assist communities 
across the region.

Regional Chairman 

heartfelt wish: “May 

blessed with divine 

the path Allah has 

and a radiant light in 
your heart.”

We are now 
better equipped to 

RDC to the people of 
Region One.”

This initiative 

continued commitment 
to bridging service 

hinterland and riverine 
communities—ensuring 
equitable access to 
essential health and 
administrative services 

and housing 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 

disabilities,” Mrs. Ali 
stated.

To further promote 

with disabilities to access 
economic opportunities.

Mrs. Ali highlighted 
the new Centre for 

persons with disabilities. 

This centre complements 
institutions like the 

Board of Industrial 

Doors Vocational 
Centre—all providing 
free skills training for 

She also noted the 

Diagnostic and 

intervention for children 
with disabilities.

E c o n o m i c 

focus. The government 
has provided hundreds 

Ali’s “Men and Mission 

helps build homes 

materials to persons 
with disabilities and 
their families.

Concluding her 

vision for an inclusive 

and justice for all. “A 

by how it treats its 

We believe true 

a future where the 
rights of all persons 
with disabilities are 
realised,”
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President Ali attending 
Eid Salah at the Leonora 
Sunnatul Masjid

President Ali attending Eid Salah at the Leonora 
Sunnatul Masjid

Healthcare delivery boost for Region One
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addressed several 

the government’s 
focus on electoral 

accountable leadership 

General and Regional 
Elections.

OPPOSITION 
DISUNITY AND 

Dr. Jagdeo 
criticised the ongoing 

public disagreements as 
evidence of desperation 

direction. “Every day 

If you were partners, 

agree on what was 

He accused the 

the same faces in 
pursuit of personal gain 
rather than national 

questioned the AFC’s 
move to support a 

lacking national appeal.
Dr. Jagdeo also drew 
comparisons between 

called the opposition’s 
inexperienced and 

Call for Unity, 

commitment to national 

politicians who have 

pointed out the double 
standards in how these 
individuals are treated 
compared to Indo-

similar political shifts.

to uniting all 
Guyanese, regardless 

he stated.
SAFEGUARDING 

INTEGRITY
With elections 

urged GECOM to clamp 

down on electoral 

against fraudulent 
tactics such as misusing 
citizens’ signatures 
under false pretenses. 
“

be vigilant in the lead-up 
to the polls.

TREATMENT FOR 
SANCTIONED 

BUSINESSMAN
R e s p o n d i n g 

to claims that the 
government is shielding 
sanctioned businessman 
and presidential hopeful 

Jagdeo stressed that “no 
one is above the law.”

Mohamed is under 

of gold and evading 

taxes.“There will be 
no double standards. 
These investigations 

independently and 
professionally,” Dr 
Jagdeo assured.

Dr. Jagdeo defended 
the government’s right to 
highlight its development 

economic projects.
He pointed to the 
$6.6 billion Diamond 
Regional Hospital and 

along with new Level 

enhanced health services 
in hinterland regions.

He also noted 
the expansion of the 

construction set to 

jobs.

EXPANDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 

CONTRACTORS

Jagdeo announced a new 
public works initiative 

opportunities for small 
and medium contractors.
He rejected claims 
of “
bribery,” explaining 

that have enabled 
thousands of small 
contractors to access 
government projects.

million are now awarded 

large contractors and 
encouraging broader 
participation.

EDUCATION AND 

Dr. Jagdeo also 
underscored the 

sustained investment 
in human capital 

training programmes 

online scholarships 

of Human Services 

trained through the 
Board of Industrial 
Training (BIT.)

few years,
said. “It shows that our 

for all Guyanese.”

Dr. Jagdeo backed 

as a pillar of rural 
development and food 

He highlighted 

pounds of which were 

Future plans include 

and the distribution of 

farmers. Additional agro-
industrial complexes are 

Crabwood Creek and 

a $6 billion industrial 
estate at Enmore 
expected to generate 

DECISIONS 

that no new oil and gas 
agreements—including 

said deferring such 
decisions is the ethical 

negotiations will 
continue on “autopilot
until a new mandate is 
secured.

RECOGNITION
Dr. Jagdeo 

celebrated Apple Inc.’s 
recent purchase of 

it as global validation of 

with Hess Corporation 

billion from carbon sales 
has been distributed 
to Amerindian 
communities—almost 

exceeding the LCDS 

Remaining funds are 
being invested in climate 

acres of farmland for 
small-scale agriculture.

brings global 

real results,” he 
stated.
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Contracts being signed in Linden, Region 10

VP Jagdeo says GuySuCo is key to food security and 
national growth

Bharrat Jagdeo

meaningful discussions on national priorities
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More than $10 
billion in infrastructure 
development is set 
to transform Region 

empowering small 
contractors through 

government initiative. 
The announcement 

Jagdeo and Minister of 

Juan Edghill during a 

at the Watooka Guest 
House.

Jagdeo emphasised the 

small contractors are 

impact to the landmark 

we are spending 
on that bridge,” he 

the administration’s 
commitment to 
equitable development 
and economic inclusion.

Minister Edghill 

government’s focus on 
“
dignity
regions. He stressed that 

is delivering essential 
infrastructure and 
opportunities regardless 

Guyanese, we are 
 

the Minister stated.
Minister Edghill also 

highlighted a noticeable 
rise in vehicle ownership 

the government’s 
economic policies for 
helping families improve 
their standard of living.

“

we are spending 
r e s p o n s i b l y . 

The Minister 
showcased several 
ongoing and completed 

upgrades in Kwakwani 

airstrip in Kwakwani 

the next phase of 
development in Region 
Ten will focus on drainage 

further increasing 

involvement.
This investment is 

part of a broader national 

gains.

REGION 10 TO BENEFIT FROM $10B REGION 10 TO BENEFIT FROM $10B 

INFRASTRUCTURE PUSHINFRASTRUCTURE PUSH

the monumental project 
to over 90 percent 
completion. This 

Juan Edghill during a 
recent assessment of the 
ongoing works.

and representatives 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 
Corporation Limited and 

piers encompassing the 
bridge’s superstructure 

are now complete.
Highlighting June 

date in the bridge’s 

Edghill noted that the 
installation of girders 
and the drilling of the 

He further elaborated 

The next 

after the pouring [of 

towers is when we 

The Minister 
provided an optimistic 
timeline for the bridge’s 

“By 

installation of all 
the girders on the 
Eastern side. All of 
the girders on the 
western side are 
already [installed].” 
This means the bridge 

lighting remaining.
Minister Edghill 

on schedule for its August 

emphasising that the 
project is being executed 
within its allocated 
contract sum. With over 

around-the-clock and 

work is progressing at an 

accelerated pace.
Minister Indar 

underscored the 
transformative impact of 

its role in improving 

fostering socio-economic 

opportunities. “This 
bridge will not only 

but also show the 
rest of the world that 

Minister Indar stated.
The long-awaited 

project is being 

Corporation Limited 

adhering to international 
construction standard.

Vice President Dr 
Bharrat Jagdeo 
addressing the meeting

Residents at the meeting
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Housing and Water’s 
Central Housing and 

refuted social media 
claims alleging that non-

homes in the new Little 
and Great Diamond 
Housing Scheme. The 

citizens.

rumours as “baseless,

allottee in the Diamond 

with national housing 
policies.

tender opening.
Works are scheduled 

with reinforced concrete 

in full compliance with 
procurement rules.

urged the public to 
dismiss misleading 

its commitment to 

focused housing 
development.

are ineligible for the 

Relocated families 
have been placed 
near the four-lane 

area earmarked for 

development are former 
squatters who had been 

reserves along the East 
Bank Demerara in areas 

and Friendship. These 
individuals were part of 
a government relocation 
initiative targeting zero-
tolerance squatting 

assigned house lots 
or government-built 
homes.

acknowledged the 

Venezuelan nationals 

positioning them 
for improved socio-
economic opportunities 

values.
A d d r e s s i n g Wooden structures seen 

in the scheme were 

allottees who received 

involvement from the 

provided an update on 
infrastructure upgrades. 

has been awarded 
to small contractors 
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Relocated families have been placed near the four-lane 
Heroes Highway



EQUALITY NEWS 28THURSDAY JUNE 26 2025
��������	
�����
��������������������� ����	
��������	

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from the Governments of 

Kingdom have launched 
a new phase in their 

marine pollution and 
support the sustainable 

and planning meetings 

and project partners.

a national situation 

development of technical 
solutions and investment 
strategies.

Cefas Director Dr. 
Will Le Quesne noted 
that the partnership 
is critical to ensuring 
oceans continue to 
support people and 

its Sustainable Blue 
Economies Technical 

is being implemented 

and Aquaculture 

collaboration with 

Cartagena Convention 
Secretariat.

The workshop brought 

landmark international 

Georgetown. The summit 
will bring together 

mission: advancing the 
ambitious 30x30 target 

of the world’s land and 

Dr. Mohamed Irfaan 

launch of the Global 

new coalition focused 

on accelerating global 
conservation action 

measurable impact.

the summit will be the 
introduction of two 
pioneering tools: the 

Index and the Global 

These instruments 
are designed to help 
countries monitor the 
real-time impact of 

guide strategic planning 

protection.
The summit 

practical solutions to 

Discussions will explore 

to showcase how it is 
doubling its protected 
areas and enhancing 
Indigenous stewardship 
using modern tracking 
and evaluation tools.

summit include:
•

i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commitment to the 
30x30 target

•

Alliance
•

resources linked to 

•
leadership and 

traditional knowledge
• Building global 

awareness and 
fostering collaboration

at the Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre will 

panel discussions on 

technical workshops 
on conservation 

forums exploring 
green investment 
opportunities.

E x p e c t e d 
outcomes include 

a joint declaration 

and a comprehensive 

measurable targets.
Media Accreditation:

Media representatives 
interested in covering the 
summit are encouraged 

a c c r e d i t a t i o n - f o r m . 

accreditation@dpi.gov.

“Media Accreditation 
Query – Global 
Biodiversity Alliance.”

attendees should 
complete the registration 
form at 

org.
This summit 

signals a decisive 
step toward building 
a global movement 

measurable conservation 
outcomes.

I

transformation is 

leaders empowered 

programme. Once 

and leadership in remote 
communities.

administration as part of 
the Youth Apprenticeship 
and Entrepreneurial 

the CSO programme 

was designed to provide 
paid opportunities for 

and uplift their villages. 

represented more than 
income—it brought 

and hope.

r e i n v i g o r a t i n g 

terminated the 

unsubstantiated claims 
of political misuse. This 
decision removed vital 
services and drained 

over $3.6 billion from 
local economies across 

Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali 

restore and strengthen 

the CSO initiative is 

engaged. As of June 

The programme now 
includes targeted 

garment construction—

investment.
These numbers 

former CSOs—clear 

claims that CSOs are 
being used for political 
purposes. But the voices 
from the ground are 
louder now.

Eight. “
training is dirty 

weeding around 

The CSO programme 

Indigenous citizens 

future is worth investing 

voices won’t be silenced.
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milestone in protecting 

marine resources.
The initiative falls 

under the “Enhancing 
Water Quality for 
Sustainable Blue 
Economy Development”

agencies to share 
insights on national Blue 

for management and 
investment.

British High 
Commissioner Jane 

under the broader Low 
Carbon Development 

“Together, you 

ways to strengthen 

pollution, thereby 
safeguarding the 

she said.

Director Kemraj 

the partnership as a 
model of meaningful 
collaboration.

“We are building 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
strength, and 

he stated.
S t a k e h o l d e r 

engagement sessions 
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Project workshop at the EPA

CSOs that participated in skills training provided by 
the government
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Small contractors 

are experiencing a surge 
in opportunities and 
economic empowerment 
thanks to the 

road contracts initiative. 
Launched in October 

has opened new doors 

A new garment 
construction hub was 

initiative spearheaded 

Minister of Human 
Services and Social 

valuable skills to foster 
entrepreneurship and 

underscored the critical 
importance of access 

emphasising that the 

The Arthur Chung 
Conference Centre 

explore new skills and 
career opportunities at 

and Vocational 
Education and Training 
(TVET) Fair and 
Exposition.

allowing them to expand 

and achieve personal 
goals.

is agreed upon before 

as well. “Sewing is a 
very well established 

the economic potential 
within the garment 

has provided several 
sewing machines for 

under the theme 

Elevating Skills: TVET as 

vibrant platform for 

diverse industries and 

future success.

reducing the burdens 
of complex bidding and 
cost uncertainties.

this approach has been 
life-changing. Shaquille 

contract earnings to open 

was very good for 

Alexander said.

described the initiative 
as transformative. 

will be conducted 
under the successful 
Women’s Innovation 

has empowered over 

About 40 exhibitors 
showcased a wide 
range of products and 

agro-processed goods 

skills being developed 

Among the exhibitors 

Founder and CEO of 

highlighted the growing 
demand for professionals 

“

now, I have evolved 

everything. I have 
grown,
Bonus expressed deep 

the impact on women 
like herself. “The 
President is putting 

feeding a lot of 

happy.”

helped bring his 

goals to life. “Besides 
learning a lot about 

diverse skills training.

encouraged participants 

urging them to look 

projects like school 
uniforms. She suggested 
exploring niche markets 
such as “
and trendy fashion 

specialised areas like 
hospital linens and lab 

health is 

always need linens 
in hospital, you need 

to help.”

provides training for 

the wellness sector.
Minister of 

on the progress made 

subjects. 

wanted to do were 

that the programme will 

She further 
motivated attendees to 
consider establishing 
small sewing businesses 

fostering income 

Head of the Cane 

shared insights into 

planning,” she 

the government’s 
commitment to 
expanding vocational 
training.

Further support 

commissioned TVET 

including the Hope 

Instruction Centres 

hands-on learning for 

model has also levelled 

small contractors a fair 
shot at public projects 
and allowing them to 
focus on delivering 

the positive impact 

single parents. She 
noted that the centre’s 

parents to do their 

preparation. When 

open their own little 
business, they go into
other industries.”

Ministries of Education 
and Agriculture plan to 

school with a shade 

to encourage agricultural 

education with national 
development priorities.

TVET Fair continues 

that will prepare them 
for productive careers 
and empower their 
communities.
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Latoya Bonus

Some of the sewing machines at the Garment 
Construction Hub in Cane Grove

Samuel Grey

Minister of Human Services and Social Security Dr. 
Vindhya Persaud and some of the participants during 
the ceremonial cutting of the ribbon to commission the 
facility

Students and teachers of the New Amsterdam 
Secondary School displaying their products
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of a major economic 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 

that the government 

industrial development 

a bold new chapter for 
future of the East Coast 
Demerara village.

Speaking at the 

“We 

proposals that will 
see industries, 

government’s decision 
to shut down several 
sugar estates—a move he 
said devastated families 
and communities. He 
reminded attendees 

of standing cane was left 
to rot. “They destroyed 

 he lamented.
D e m o n s t r a t i n g 

his government’s 
commitment to 
revitalising the sugar 

Ali revealed that 
over $40 billion has 

with an additional 

for cultivation using 

mechanical methods.
This economic 

sugar. One of the 

landmark partnership 

Industries Inc. to 

Enmore—a development 

as a major milestone in 
the region’s industrial 

“These are not 

 the 
Today, 

as a people, we have 

be prosperous, or 

regressive, and 

With strategic 

industrial partnerships 

poised to rise again—
this time as a hub of 

and growth.

�����������	
����	
�
and expanded 

emphasised that this 
wave of development is 
part of a broader national 

across the sugar belt.

project in this plan is the 
construction of a new 
four-lane road that will 
connect Enmore to its 
upcoming industrial hub. 

tens of thousands 
 the 

underscoring the 
transformative potential 

contrasted his 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ’ s 
development drive with 

and General Workers’ 

sharp contrast between 

what he described as 
the “  
on the sector under the 

administration.
Speaking at the 

current government 

and hope to thousands 
of sugar workers and 

their families. “

Progressive Party 

the leadership of 
President Dr Irfaan 

resolve to revitalise 
the sugar industry, 

restore dignity to the 
 he 

told the gathering.

which led to widespread 

social dislocation. “We 

sorrow and outrage 

the sugar industry 

that depended on it,” 
he said.

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
tangible progress 
under the current 

the historic three-

concluded with 

ensuring consistent 

workers. “This is 

It is a tangible 

Ali’s leadership 
“nothing short of 

As part of broader 

the government has 
pumped billions of 
dollars into mechanising 

aspects of production 
and improving facilities 

at Albion and Blairmont 
are being upgraded to 
support value-added 
production.

Further reinforcing 

allocated $13.3 billion 

funds are designated for 
expanding cultivation 

kilometers of all-weather 
access roads to support 
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extended an open 
invitation to regional 
food powerhouse 

to establish a 
manufacturing presence 

growing agricultural 
potential and 

global brand. 
The invitation 

Minister Dr. Ashni 
Singh during the fourth 
Jamaican export and 
investment mission to 

Responding to 

about investment 

Singh expressed the 
government’s keen 
interest in hosting 

has a huge global 

in the US and see 

shelves We 
would be delighted 
for you to set up 

in Guyana.”
Dr. Singh 

substantial agricultural 
as an ideal source 

product lines. “We 

Guyana
He also emphasised 

pointing to the 
abundance of local fruits 

for transformation into 
value-added products 

brand. “

stated.

government’s readiness 

in manufacturing or 
collaborate with local 
producers through 
licensing. “
be a Guyanese 

standards, branding, 

also a possibility
said.

(Adapted from 
Newsroom Guyana)

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali

President of the Guyana 
Agricultural and 

(GAWU), Seepaul Narine

GraceKennedy is involved in the distribution of a wide 
range of food and non-food grocery items  
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Mohamed Irfaan 

his administration’s 
unwavering commitment 

that it “will be great 
with workers 

positioned at the heart of 
its transformation.

Addressing a 
packed gathering at 

will not be allowed to 

rebuilt through 

and shared ownership.
“What we 

inherited was 

it is being rebuilt 

Progressive Party/

again

the international 

a more integrated 
and development-
focused approach to 
global peacebuilding 

and International 
Cooperation Hugh Todd 
emphasised that peace 
and development are 

and that long-term 

nations cannot be 
achieved without 
addressing the root 

Cricket fever is 

manage high demand 

organisers have rolled 
out a phased ticket 
release schedule.

government has injected 
over $40 billion into 

budget allocates an 

hectares are expected to 

to modernise operations.
As part of a broader 

the government is in 

exclusion.

presides over the 

Todd asserted that 
sustainable development 
in developing countries 
is impossible without 

calling for a greater 
global recognition of 
their “inseparable 

Poverty and 

situations before the 
 he 

said.

cardholder exclusive 

concluded.
The second phase 

tickets available online 

open to all major credit 

a limited number of 

discussions with unions 

ownership stake in the 
modernisation process.

“We want to 
sit down with you 

part of the revival of 
sugar in Guyana,” he 
said.

to reposition sugar 
estates as engines of 

incorporating high-value 

and skills training 
alongside traditional 
sugar production.

“

Minister Todd 
cautioned against the 
overreliance on political 

that such approaches 
often fail to address 

economic conditions that 

he advocated for a more 

strong interest in this 

have announced that 
additional online ticket 
batches will follow in the 

fans more chances to 
secure seats.

For those preferring 

as a future industrial 
hub.

He also criticised 

government’s closure of 

reckless  with 
people’s livelihoods. He 
urged citizens not to take 

citing improvements 

support.

colonial police during a 
peaceful protest on June 

galvanised the labour 
movement and remain 

workers’ rights.

“

tackles the root causes 

limited opportunities.

will not deliver 

 
he emphasised.

will open on August 4. 
A separate allocation 
of tickets will be made 

all tickets for the grass 

and details for in-person 
ticket sales are expected 

and Finals promise a 

tell you that sugar 

Ali declared. “They 
would not only be 

be dangerously 

Agricultural and General 

deep 

while the Federation 
of Independent Trade 

H i g h l i g h t i n g 
the urgent need for 
reform within the 

Minister Todd called on 

institutions to adopt 
a more inclusive and 
responsive approach. 
He pointed out that 
developing nations often 
face higher costs when 
accessing international 

the most in need of 
support.

“There is truth in 
the saying that being 
poor is expensive. 

to the needs of 

transitioning out of 
 he stated.

Minister Todd 
also stressed the 

thrilling climax to the 

cricket fans from across 
the Caribbean and 

With excitement 

labour protections 

transformation.
Among those in 

Minister Brigadier 

Minister of Health Dr. 

Sport Charles Ramson 

diplomatic corps.

importance of investing 

calling for targeted 
support to expand their 
economic opportunities 
and increase their 
participation in national 
development.

the annual Open Debate 
on Children and Armed 

Minister Todd was 
supported at the debate 

Representative to the 

Birkett.

urge fans to monitor 

for updates on ticket 

details.
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The packed gathering at the 77th anniversary of the 
Enmore Martyrs

President Ali addressing 
the gathering at the 
77th anniversary of the 
Enmore Martyrs

participating in the roundtable discussion

August 4
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PROVIDENCE PREPARES FOR CPL PROVIDENCE PREPARES FOR CPL 

FINALS WITH PHASED TICKET RELEASESFINALS WITH PHASED TICKET RELEASES
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