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T&T moves to reopen oil refinery
A committee with a combined experience of 500 years of experience in refin-

ery services is set to be appointed for the reopening of the Petrotrin refinery at 

Pointe-a-Pierre, south Trinidad. This was announced by Energy and Energy Indus-

tries Minister Dr Roodal Moonilal (above) during the fourth sitting of the House 

of Representatives on June 23. 

He said the refinery requires technical, scientific, commercial, economic and 

contractual evaluations before the re-opening can be finalised and the government 

has been working with multiple stakeholders inciting the Oilfields Workers Trade 

Union. 

This comes after Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar said the government 

has made a commitment to see what could be done to reopen the refinery during 

Labour Day celebrations on June 19, after its operations ceased in November 2018 

as part of the previous government's restructuring of the company. 

“A lot of things have to happen at the same time. It is not simply going down 

there with a cigarette lighter and lighting up the flare," Moonilal said. 

“...We are now going for a quick technical assessment of that refinery then we 

will engage a suitable partner through a proper, open, transparent process to help 

us to restart in terms of the technical capabilities. 

“We will engage relevant, suitable partners. We have been speaking as well 

with the international community in terms of what is required. We are working with 

our partners in the labour sector and collaborating with others so that in the shortest 

possible time we will have our refinery.” 

He said the government is also in discussions with the Georgetown Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry and government officials in Guyana for sourcing needed 

inputs for the refinery’s function such as crude oil.  

Noting the importance of the cross-border gas fields, he said the government 

is working with authorities in the US and Venezuela to reach a common approach 

so that TT can eventually benefit.

Ali to Guyanese: Don’t risk it all on Sept. 1

Guyana President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali delivered a forceful national ad-

dress on Tuesday, drawing a clear distinction between the steady, long-term devel-

opment pursued by his government and the “irresponsible, short-sighted” promises 

floated by the political opposition. 

Using the classic fable of the ant and the grasshopper, President Ali warned 

that Guyana’s future cannot be jeopardised for fleeting gains and reckless prom-

ises. 

“We have brought you economic growth. We have brought you widespread 

development. We are building a social safety net – and we are doing so responsibly 

and stably,” the president said in a live early morning broadcast on his Facebook 

page. 

Despite losing nearly two years of its five-year term to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the ruling PPP/C administration has made significant strides in bringing 

about transformative changes, from record-breaking infrastructure development 

and free tertiary education to the largest scholarship programme in the nation’s his-

tory. 

Guyanese will head to the polls on September 1, and President Ali framed the 

choice before the nation, declaring: “We are committed to building a Guyana for 

all. So, on September 1st, we either risk it all or…keep moving forward with the 

People’s Progressive Party/Civic. A viable country is about strong policies, good 

leadership, consistent leadership, trusted leadership and understanding of what is 

required to make our country great.” 
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