Proudly the largest weekly Caribbean

Newspaper in Canada for 45 years

SERVING, CARIBBEAN, EAST ASIANS, GUYANESE, JAMAICANS, TRINIS AND MORE. 416 759 6397

* Real Estate Law

(Residential & Commercial)
« Wills & Estates

Professional Corporation
1-- 203-Markham Rd.
Scarborough Ontario M1B 0E6

Barrister & Solicitor

rishani@vettyellaw.com

Trade soars to US$4.7B hetween Guyana, USA

BILATERAL trade between Guyana and the United States of America (U.S.)
has surpassed S$4.7 billion over the past year and according to the U.S.
Ambassador to Guyana, Nicole Theriot, this is a new record reflecting the
strong and rapidly growing economic ties between the two nations.
“Over the past year, we've reached another milestone. Bilateral trade in
physical goods alone surpassed US$4.7 billion, a new record. The number
of U.S. companies working with Guyanese partners continues to grow,
along with sustained investment across many sectors,” Ambassador Theriot
said at the 249th U.S. Independence Day celebration last Friday.
She noted that since last year, the two nations have celebrated new ven-
tures such as company launches and grand openings to ground-breaking
partnerships.
“We’ve welcomed a new U.S.-branded hotel, joined in launching a new pri-
mary and secondary school partnership, brought a U.S. company to
Guyana, offering the country’s first ever industrial 3D printing and marked
the entry of a company specialising in welding and machining services.”
The continued partnerships, she noted, will not stop there.
More on the story on Page 15
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Guyana, Brazil conduct joint border patrols

The Guyana Defence Force (GDF) and the Brazilian Armed Forces re-
cently conducted Joint Simultaneous International Patrols in the border
region near Lethem and Bonfim as well as in the Kanapang in the
Pakaraima Region. According to a statement issued by the GDF on Friday,
the patrols were carefully coordinated to ensure real-time collaboration
and mutual visibility between forces, contributing to improved situational
awareness and joint readiness. “The joint operation featured patrols
across air, river, and land domains. These multi-agency patrols aimed to
deter illicit cross-border activity, reinforce surveillance capabilities, and
deepen inter-operability between security forces,” the statement said.
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Supporting Guyana's
Infrastructural
Advancement

One of the largest
construction
companies in Guyana

Builig 1s What We

S. Jagmohan Construction and General Supplies
Inc. is a Guyanese based private supply and con-
struction company. The company which started as
a sole trader under the registered name of S.Jag-
mohan Hardware Supplies and Construction Serv-
ices is the brainchild of Mr. Suresh Jagmohan. An
astute entrepreneur who hails from the Pomeroon-
Supenaam region.

Hardware quop[ies

In addition to all the construction and engineering
services SJC&GS has become one of the largest
suppliers of water supply and sewer related mate-
rials. Our range of materials includes PVC pipes
and fittings, ductile iron pipes and fittings, cou-
plings, adaptors and other specialized fittings.

We also supply gabions, geosynthetics, equipment
and machinery for various applications, mini - ex-
cavators, heavy — duty compactors, rollers, wheel
and track loaders, trucks, generators, welding
equipment etc.

Drainage and ]Vr{gation -Road Works

SJC&GS continues to expand and diversify its investments and operations. While our pri-
mary focus is on infrastructure projects, S.Jagmohan Construction has also ventured into
portable water wells construction, hardware supplies amongst others.

HEAD OFFICE
728 Great Diamond Industrial Site, East Bank Demerara

(592) 602-0494 [ 703-9049

info@sjagmohan.com
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Guyana to Host Global Biodiversity Summit,

Strengthen Role as Green Leader

By Clarissa Ali
LJI REPORTER

Guyana is poised to take another
major step in its global environmental
leadership by hosting the Global Biodi-
versity Alliance Summit from July 23
to 25, 2025, at the Arthur Chung Con-
ference Centre (ACCC) in Liliendaal.

The event underscores Guyana’s
commitment to advancing its Low Car-
bon Development Strategy (LCDS)
2030, according to Kevin Hogan, Advi-
sor to the Office of the President.

Speaking on Episode Three of the
"United for Biodiversity: the Alliance
Podcast," Hogan emphasized that bio-
diversity has always been a core com-
ponent of the LCDS—even though the
strategy initially gained international
recognition for its climate-forward ap-
proach.

“The LCDS began with a focus on
the climate benefits of our forests,”
Hogan said. “But biodiversity was
never an afterthought. This summit
marks a new chapter—the evolution of
a vision that’s always placed Guyana at
the forefront, now strengthened by in-
ternational partnerships.”

The LCDS was first introduced in
2009, during a time when Guyana was
emerging from decades of economic
hardship.

Then-President Bharrat Jagdeo—
now Vice President—championed a
model of sustainable development that
diverged from the global norm of de-
forestation followed by reforestation.
Instead, he proposed a bold alternative:

Guyana continues to punch above its weight on the issue of biodiversity

getting paid to preserve Guyana’s
standing forests.

That boldness resulted in a
groundbreaking agreement with Nor-
way, which paid Guyana US$227 mil-
lion between 2009 and 2015 in
exchange for maintaining some of the
world’s lowest deforestation rates per
capita—a global first.

However, from 2016 to 2020,
under the APNU+AFC coalition, pay-
ments for forest climate services
stalled.

“It was unfortunate,” Hogan said.
“Despite the work of so many, no com-
pensation came during those years.”

The program was revived under
President Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, who
took office in August 2020 and moved
quickly to secure payments covering
the full period from 2009 to 2022.

Building on that legacy, LCDS
2030 expands beyond climate and for-
est protection to include biodiversity
conservation, water resource manage-
ment, and urban sustainability.

“Guyana continues to punch
above its weight internationally,”
Hogan noted. “Because this has always
been a Guyana-driven effort—guided
by the presidency but powered by com-
munities.”

The upcoming summit will also
spotlight a bold new proposal: a fi-
nancing model to reward countries for
preserving biodiversity, setting the
stage for another Guyana-led innova-
tion on the global sustainability front.

‘Old’ Demerara Bridge may find new life as link from Timheri to Sand Hills

When the new Demerara River
Bridge is officially opened to the public,
the government can utilise the old De-
merara Harbour Bridge to connect
Timehri to Sand Hills.

This was disclosed by President Dr
Irfaan Ali on Monday, who noted that
engineers are currently examining the
feasibility of this venture.

President Ali explained that the
connection from Timehri to Sand Hills
would open up lots of opportunities.

It would take commuters to Foul-

mouth which would connect to the
Parika-Goshen Road.

“...that would interconnect with
this Sand Hills Road that would take us
into Bartica, into the interior, so we are
now connecting all of the regions,” the
President said.

He added that, “the Timehri-Sand
Hills Road will open up hundreds of
thousands of new acres of land for hous-
ing, sand mining, agriculture and large
areas for forestry.”

Earlier this year, the Ministry of
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Public Works had issued an invitation
for bids for the road link between Parika
and Goshen.

The government had previously
touted using the old Demerara Harbour
Bridge to bridge the Berbice River at
Kwakwani, or bridging the Essequibo
islands of Leguan and Wakenaam.
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Editorial from the Guyana Chroni-
cle, July 2 2025

THE sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Guyana face unprecedented
challenges that require constant attention
from every citizen.

Recent developments involving
US-sanctioned businessman Azruddin
Mohamed and his political ambitions
through the “We Invest in Nationhood”
(WIN) party pose a direct threat to our
democratic foundations and important
international relationships, according to
President, Dr. Irfaan Ali and other for-
eign and local officials.

This situation is serious. When the
United States Treasury Department’s Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC)
imposed sanctions on the Mohamed fam-
ily in June 2024, it was not a routine ac-
tion.

These sanctions arose from claims
of evading over US$50 million in taxes
on more than 10,000 kilograms of gold
exports between 2019 and 2023.

This type of financial misconduct
threatens the core of our economic sys-
tem. President Ali has made this very
clear: “OFAC sanctions are not ordinary
sanctions. They are sanctions that seek
specific measures.”

The implications go beyond finan-
cial wrongdoing. US Congresswoman
Maria Elvira Salazar has issued a clear
warning that highlights the urgency of

Dear Editor

ALTHOUGH the concept gaslight-
ing is not widely used in Guyana, |
know of no better construction that can
highlight what, at times, transpires in
the media. In fact, gaslighting is going
wild here.

I asked ChatGPT for a definition
and here is what [ got — “Gaslighting is
a form of psychological manipulation
in which one person or group causes
another to question their own reality,
memory, or perceptions. The goal is
often to gain control, avoid accounta-

Lingering Threats

our situation.

Her statement that “individuals
sanctioned for illicit activities must not
be allowed to jeopardise this vital rela-
tionship” addresses the real danger of let-
ting compromised individuals gain
political power.

This is not just political talk; it re-
flects serious concern in the US Con-
gress about Venezuela’s efforts to
undermine Guyana’s democracy through
what Congressman Carlos Gimenez re-
ferred to as a “pro-Maduro puppet can-
didate.”

We cannot dismiss the Venezuelan
connection as a coincidence. At a time
when our country faces its greatest exter-
nal threat from Venezuela’s aggressive
territorial claims over the Essequibo re-
gion, the rise of a US-sanctioned politi-
cal figure with alleged ties to the Maduro
regime represents a dangerous mix of in-
ternal and external threats.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio’s recent warning that any
Venezuelan attack on Guyana would lead
to severe consequences for Caracas high-
lights the importance of maintaining
strong US-Guyana relations. Yet, Mo-
hamed’s political activities threaten this
crucial alliance when we need it the
most.

Further, the response from the fi-
nancial sector shows the systemic risks
involved. Local banks have cut all ties
with Mohamed and his businesses not

because of political bias but because
working with OFAC-sanctioned individ-
uals could expose them to secondary
sanctions.

Insurance companies have also dis-
tanced themselves, and tenants have left
buildings owned by the sanctioned enti-
ties. This is not victimisation; it is simply
the result of engaging in activities that
place one outside legitimate international
commerce.

President Ali’s description of Mo-
hamed as a threat to national security is
not exaggerated or politically driven.

When our key ally in defending
against Venezuelan aggression labels
someone as so compromised that they
warrant sanctions, that person automati-
cally becomes a security risk to our na-
tion’s defence.

The president’s comment that “our
greatest threat to our national security is
Venezuela” and that Mohamed is a risk
“because our key ally has identified him
to the extent that he is sanctioned by
them” reflects a serious geopolitical re-
ality.

Guyanese voters should see that the
September 1 elections are more than just
a choice between political parties.

They represent a critical moment
for our national security, international
reputation, and future development.

President Ali’s warning that “lead-
ership must not fall into the hands of
those whose affiliations and agendas

Gaslighting going wild

bility, or undermine the victim’s confi-
dence and sense of self.” This is a per-
fect description for a piece published in
the press yesterday that reads as fol-
lows: “The People’s National Congress
(PNC) is, by every measure that mat-
ters, more democratic than the People’s
Progressive Party (PPP)” (6/24/2025).
Let me make the following points
clear. First, excepting in one instance,
the PNC has rigged or attempted to rig
every election since 1973. This includes
referenda and their own party elections.
Secondly, the PNC has regularly re-

sorted to intimidation or even violence
(e.g. via Rabbi Washington) to achieve
its goals. And thirdly, if democracy im-
plies economic growth and human de-
velopment, then the PNC’s policies
have delivered persistent decline and
massive suffering. Nothing democratic
there!

By contrast, and contrary to the at-
tempted gaslighting by C.S. Singh, the
PPP has defined processes for party
governance, including selection of its
leaders at all levels. Its economic poli-
cies are arrived at through deep and

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

may compromise Guyana’s territorial in-
tegrity” highlights the stark reality of our
current situation.

The choice is clear, we can protect
our democracy by rejecting those identi-
fied as threats to our national interests by
our closest allies, or we can allow sanc-
tioned individuals to possibly endanger
our sovereignty and territorial integrity.

Guyana’s significant progress in re-
cent years, from our growing oil wealth
to our improved international profile, has
come from careful management of rela-
tionships with democratic allies.

These achievements are too valu-
able to gamble on the political ambitions
of those operating under international
sanctions. Our democracy deserves lead-
ers whose integrity is unquestionable and
whose commitment to our sovereignty
remains unaffected by foreign entangle-
ments.

The warning from Congresswoman
Salazar and her colleagues should alert
all Guyanese. When our strategic allies
express concern about threats to our
democratic institutions, we ignore their
warnings at our own risk.

The way forward requires vigilance,
wisdom, and a strong commitment to the
principles that have guided our nation to-
ward prosperity and security. We must
not allow sanctioned individuals to en-
danger the vital relationships that safe-
guard our sovereignty and ensure our
future.

wide consultations in electoral districts
across the country. The same engage-
ment is availed to civil society from
different ethnic and racial groups, reli-
gious leaders, women’s groups, trade
unions and private sector organisations.

The suggestion that the PNC is
more democratic than the PPP is more
than absurd. It is asinine. Thankfully,
the Guyanese people have more com-
monsense than the ‘gaslighter’ might
have calculated.

Sincerely

Dr Randy Persaud
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Canada drops technology tax to
restart US trade talks

By Denise Singh
LJI REPORTER

Canada has announced it will
scrap a planned tax on major U.S. tech-
nology companies, just hours before
the first payments were set to come
due, in a bid to restart stalled trade
talks with the United States.

The decision follows U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s abrupt move on
Friday to walk away from negotiations
over a new trade deal, calling Canada’s
digital services tax a “blatant attack”
and threatening to impose new tariffs
on Canadian imports in retaliation.

In response, the Canadian govern-
ment said it would introduce legislation
to formally repeal the tax and immedi-
ately suspend payment collection,
which was scheduled to begin Monday.

The digital services tax (DST)
would have imposed a 3% levy on rev-
enues earned in Canada by tech giants
such as Amazon, Google, Meta, and
Apple, provided those earnings ex-
ceeded $20 million.

The tax was aimed at large digital companies doing business in Canada contribute their fair share of taxes

White House economic adviser
Kevin Hassett confirmed Monday that
trade talks between the two countries
would “absolutely” resume following
Canada’s decision to reverse course.

Finance Minister Frangois-
Philippe Champagne said in a state-
ment that the tax, originally proposed

in 2020, aimed to ensure large digital
companies doing business in Canada
contributed their fair share of taxes.

“Canada introduced the DST to
address a gap where large foreign tech
companies could generate significant
revenue from Canadians without pay-
ing corresponding taxes,” the statement
said.

“However, our long-standing pref-

erence has always been for a global,

multilateral solution on digital services

taxation.”

Several countries, including the
United Kingdom, have been revising
tax frameworks to better capture rev-
enues from multinational digital firms,

which often pay minimal corpo-
rate tax by shifting profits to lower-tax
jurisdictions.

Canada’s move to cancel the DST
appears to be a strategic concession
aimed at reducing tensions with Wash-
ington and salvaging progress toward a
broader trade and security agreement.

Association of Concerned Guyanese (ACG)
— Serving our community for 52 years —
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Guyana Elections 2025
Dinner & Dance
SATURDAY, JULY 19th, 2025
6:30 pm to 1:00am

Kalypso Hut Family Restaurant

1455 Britannia Rd E., Mississauga, ON
(Plaza on northwest corner of Britannia Rd and Dixie Rd.)

CONTACTS:

* Bejai 416-986-2495 * Ramesh 647-719-0537
* Jerry 416-605-2307 * Jay 416-744-0476
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Guyana pouring ‘enormous resources’ into
fight against Venezuela-linked gold smugglmg

President Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali
has pledged to dedicate “enormous re-
sources” to dismantle a gold-smuggling
network linked to Venezuela, a move
spurred by a recent United States warn-
ing that the illicit trade could empower
“undemocratic forces.”

He affirmed that Guyana will work
closely with the US authorities to con-
front and eliminate this serious threat.

“Only today, the U.S. reminded all
of its partners about this serious threat
with Venezuela as it relates to gold
smuggling. And we have received that
advisory today,” he said.

“And, I want you to know that we
are putting enormous resources into en-
suring that the threat of illicit gold smug-
gling, that can help to empower or
safeguard undemocratic forces, is up-
the president stated, while ad-
dressing the 249th
Anniversary of the United States last Fri-
day.

rooted,”
Independence

Guyana’s head of state emphasised
that strengthening international peace
and security remains a shared priority
within the hemisphere.

The US, through the Bureau of In-
ternational Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment Affairs, is dedicating resources to
strengthen law enforcement and security
cooperation with the Caribbean.

The signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in March, during
a visit by US Secretary of State Rubio,
underscores the commitment between
the two countries to addressing common
security challenges.

President Ali stated that the MoU
builds on the long-standing partnership
and seeks to deepen collaboration in key
areas. This includes counter-narcotics ef-
forts, the fight against transnational or-
ganised crime, and the strengthening of
security and defence cooperation.

Acknowledging the US for its un-
wavering support in defending Guyana’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity,
President Ali said, “As we continue to
advocate for this region to remain a zone
of peace, my government is committed
to the adherence of international law and
the ongoing proceedings before the In-
ternational Court of Justice in the reso-
of the
Venezuela.”
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President Ali and US Ambassador to Guyana, Nicole Theriot, share a light moment

Further cementing the united front
against these threats, US Ambassador
Nicole Theriot spoke highly of the secu-
rity cooperation between Guyana and
her nation, asserting that the partnership
is “the strongest it’s ever been.”

She cited a recent joint military ex-
ercise, which saw the Lesser Antilles
Medical Assistance Team (LAMAT)
providing medical care to over 1,700
Guyanese citizens. The Guyana Defence
Force’s (GDF) Coast Guard is also re-

ceiving support from the joint develop-
ment of coastal radar capability.

Beyond security, the president
noted that Guyana recognises the impor-
tance of robust, sustainable, and demo-
cratic institutions.

As the country prepares for its up-
coming general and regional elections in
September, President Ali said, “We wel-
come the continued support of the
United States in ensuring a fair, transpar-
ent, and credible electoral process, as

was the case with your (country’s) sup-
port after the 2020 elections.”

This strong partnership encom-
passes many broader areas of mutual in-
terest, including economic development,
trade, agriculture, technology, and ad-
vancing energy security. The President
also highlighted significant US financial
support, such as the US$500 million
from the Ex-Im Bank for the gas-to-en-
ergy project, as a testament to the deep
collaboration between the two countries.

Flood affected residents in Mazaruni receive support

The government has stepped up its efforts to deliver
relief supplies to communities in the Middle and Lower
Mazaruni that are severely affected due to persistent rain-

fall.

Minister of Natural Resources Vickram Bharrat
spearheaded the distribution of food hampers, mining

equipment and cleaning supplies.

He recently visited communities that included

The equipment will assist them in their daily opera-
tions, contribute to increased gold production, and con-
tinue to support developments within the mining sector.

The gold mining industry has shown significant im-

tion.

provements due to direct government support following
challenges resulting from smuggling and under-declara-

Minister within the Office of the President with re-

Tamakay, Issano, Papi Show, Martin’s Landings and
Tasserene Village.

The rising waters disrupted mining operations sev-
eral retail shops and homes have been impacted.

Minister Bharrat, along with members of the Small
Miners Association (SMA), also visited the Amerindian
communities of Batavia and Karrau, where they distrib-
uted boat engines, solar units to the miners.

sponsibility for Finance and Public Service Dr Ashini
Singh, said earlier this year that the government will con-
tinue its efforts to regulate the sector and ensure these
problems are contained.

These efforts include increased compliance, enforce-
ment activities and use of ICT applications to monitor
mining operations.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO
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Canadians view of the USA worsens
as trade dispute continues: poll

By Denise Singh
LJI REPORTER

Canadian views of the United
States have worsened further during
President Donald Trump’s ongoing trade
dispute with Canada, according to a new
Ipsos poll conducted for Global News
Network.

The survey reveals a sharp rise in
the number of Canadians avoiding
American-made products and travel to
the U.S., reflecting deepening frustration
with Trump’s approach to Canada.

The poll, released ahead of Canada
Day, shows that 75% of respondents say
they plan to avoid travelling to the
United States — a 10-point increase
since February.

Meanwhile, 72% now say they are
steering clear of U.S.-made goods, up
five points over the same period.

A significant 77% of Canadians
surveyed said their opinion of the U.S.
has worsened because of Trump’s re-
peated attacks on Canada’s economy and
sovereignty — a nine-point jump from
earlier in the year.

Nearly half of those respondents
said they hold that view strongly.

“Canadian anger against Trump and
the U.S. administration does not really
appear to be waning,” said Kyle Braid,
senior vice-president at Ipsos Public Af-
fairs.

The poll also highlights a resur-
gence in Canadian patriotism. After
years of gradual decline, national pride
appears to be on the rise. Many Canadi-
ans say they are more likely to partici-
pate in Canada Day celebrations or
display a Canadian flag this year. Nearly
half (47%) report feeling prouder to be
Canadian than they did five years ago —
a massive 31-point increase since June
of last year.

This uptick in patriotism stands in
stark contrast to polling from Gallup in

M

Prime Minster Mark Carney with US President Donald Trump at the recent G7 summit in Alberta

the United States, which shows Ameri-
can national pride hitting record lows
ahead of July 4th celebrations.

The Ipsos findings align with
broader trends. Statistics Canada reports
that Canadian travel to the U.S. has
dropped sharply during the first half of
Trump’s second term, with May showing
the steepest declines yet.

At the same time, a recent PwC
Canada study found that three-quarters
of Canadian consumers are willing to
pay more for locally produced or pre-
mium food products — even though
many still express concerns about higher
prices.

The Ipsos poll of 1,000 Canadians
was conducted online before Trump’s
latest move to halt trade negotiations
with Canada. Talks had recently resumed

after Canada agreed to withdraw a con-
tentious digital services tax. The re-
newed negotiations were especially
urgent following Prime Minister Mark
Carney’s election win in April, which
saw his Liberal Party form a minority
government.

Trump and Carney had committed
at the G7 summit to negotiating a new
trade and security deal within 30 days.
But Trump abruptly called off talks last
Friday, throwing the process into uncer-
tainty.

“That’s the thing about Donald
Trump,” said Braid. “Just when you
think the tensions might be easing, he
finds a way to reignite them. He never
misses a chance to remind people why
they’re frustrated with the United
States.”

UNITED STATES

X OF AMERICA
o228 ETATS-UNIS
D’ AMERIQUE

Despite the tensions, the poll found
that Canadians are increasingly confi-
dent in their leaders' ability to manage
Trump. Confidence in the federal gov-
ernment’s handling of the relationship
rose by 12 points over four months,
reaching nearly 60% — the biggest jump
across all issues surveyed.

While anti-Trump sentiment was
seen across all demographics, it was es-
pecially pronounced among older Cana-
dians.

“It’s present among younger Cana-
dians too,” Braid said, “but to a much
lesser extent.”In the face of political fric-
tion and rising economic nationalism,
one clear takeaway from the poll is that
Canadian pride is on the rebound — and
the country’s patience with its southern

neighbour is wearing thin.

Ottawa Removes Final Federal Trade Barriers Under Its Control

By Clarissa Ali

ment.

However, not all trade obstacles within the coun-

LJI REPORTER

The federal government says it has eliminated all
remaining interprovincial trade barriers within its ju-
risdiction, marking a significant step toward freer trade
within Canada.

Internal Trade Minister Chrystia Freeland an-
nounced Monday that Ottawa has removed the last fed-
eral exemptions from the Canadian Free Trade
Agreement (CFTA), clearing 53 outstanding excep-
tions — most of them related to government procure-

“Today’s announcement builds on the govern-
ment’s broader efforts to strengthen the Canadian
economy,” Freeland said in a statement. “The federal
government will continue to lead by example and work
with provinces and territories to strengthen the CFTA,
advance mutual recognition, and improve labour mo-
bility across Canada.”

The move follows Prime Minister Mark Carney’s
repeated pledge during the spring election campaign
to “eliminate” internal trade barriers and deliver “free
trade by Canada Day.”

try will be gone — even at the federal level.
Key restrictions, such as those under Canada’s
supply management system for dairy, remain in place.
That system, which includes provincially allo-
cated production quotas, is not being dismantled.
Additionally, Quebec’s language laws, which can
affect business operations, will continue unchanged.
Several provinces have also made moves in recent
months to reduce their own interprovincial trade bar-
riers, though progress has been uneven.
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Mohamed Yusuf (above) and Mohamed Haseeb Yusuf, brothers of Nazar ‘Shell’ Mohamed and uncles of presidential hopeful, Azruddin Mohamed

Uncles of Guyana Presidential hopeful
Mohamed say ‘he is not fit to lead’

UNITED STATES (U.S.)-sanc-
tioned businessman, Azruddin Mo-
hamed’s presidential dreams took a
brutal hit from his own family, as two of
his uncles, Mohamed Yusuf and Mo-
hamed Haseeb Yusuf, have publicly de-
clared that he is not capable of leading
Guyana.

The two highly respected Muslim
men have since endorsed President, Dr.
Irfaan Ali for a second term in office, de-
scribing him as the man capable of tak-
ing charge of Guyana’s further
development.

Both men are the brothers of Nazar
‘Shell” Mohamed, a well-known busi-
nessman in Guyana.

“My nephew, Azruddin Mohamed,
he does not understand politics, he does
not understand geo-politics, he is a po-
.I'don’t think he has that
.that

is my main reason. If he had those qual-

litical [novice]..
ability, and he is not that educated..

ities, I would have been the first to en-
dorse him, but he doesn’t have
leadership qualities. So that is why I just
dismiss him,” Mohamed Yusuf said in a
video recording posted on Facebook on
Saturday.

Mr. Yusuf did not mince his words
as he called out his nephew for turning
his father’s 30 years of quiet but mean-
ingful charity into a “political circus” to
fuel his own “narcissistic” ambitions.

“He hijacked his father’s charity
and he is going about now and turn it

BuyCanadianNow.Ca

into a political circus. He is going to the
people and show them that he is such a
charitable man and he deserves to lead
them. But this guy is not fit, and he and
his sister, Hannah Mohamed, they just
wake up one morning and decide to
form a political party because Azruddin
has some social media standing and has
a lot of followers. These people are just
social media freaks,” Mr Yusuf said.

He expressed his disagreement
with the way in which Azruddin and his
sister are campaigning, noting that his
nephew is not ‘fit and proper’ to lead
Guyana.

“I totally disagree with this, they do
not have the ability..
cissists, they only think about them-

.they are two nar-

selves, they do not care about the people.
They are pretending they have this qual-
ity.

“Azruddin Mohamed is not fit and
proper to lead this country and it is for
this reason [ am encouraging the people
not to pay him much mind.”

Mr. Yusuf openly threw his support
behind President Ali

Guyanese voters to reject his nephew’s

and urged

political games and stay the course.

“I proudly endorse President Irfaan
Ali for re-election [at] the September 1
General and Regional Elections.

“My fellow Guyanese brothers and
sisters, do not gamble with your future
and the future of your children and your
country. Vote proudly for President Ir-

faan Ali and the PPP/C on the 1st Sep-
tember 2025.”

According to Mr. Yusuf, President
Ali is capable of leading Guyana, given
his level of intelligence and vision for
Guyana.

Meanwhile, the other brother of
Nazar, Haseeb Yusuf, who is a former
leader of the Guyana Islamic Trust, also
openly endorsed President Ali for a sec-
ond term, describing him as the only
Presidential Candidate who can lead
Guyana into a “new era of develop-
ment.”

“I have examined most of the can-
didates who are vying for leadership, for
the highest office of this country and I
have recognised that there is only one
person, one candidate that has all of the
prerequisites, to lead this country into
the new era of development, the one
who has the credentials, the vision, the
competence, the empathy and the in-
tegrity, that goes with the office.

“I have examined all of the candi-
dates, including my nephew, Azruddin
Mohamed, and I have only seen one per-
son that outshines all the others...I
hereby endorse Dr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali
as President for the Co-operative Repub-
lic of Guyana for a second term,” the re-
ligious leader, educator, and social
activist said in a video recording posted
on Facebook.

Haseeb pointed to the development
that has taken place under President Ali.

“Over the past years, we have all
witnessed his unprecedented commit-
ment and relentless hard work to the ad-
vancement and transformative
development of Guyana in almost every
sector of our society.

“Dr Irfaan [Ali] has distinguished
himself as very capable and prominent
leader of Guyana. And we have all ob-
served that. It’s very difficult for any-
body to deny his accomplishments.”

Given Guyana’s unprecedented de-
velopment, the distinguished Islamic
Leader said that the country needs some-
one at the helm who is “competent,”
branding President Ali as the man for the
job and he encouraged his fellow
Guyanese to do the same.

In 2024, the Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) announced that it sanc-
tioned Nazar Mohamed and his son,
Azruddin Mohamed,

companies, and a Guyanese Govern-

several of their

ment official, Mae Thomas, for their
roles in alleged public corruption in
Guyana.

According to a statement from
OFAUQC, this is related to the evasion of
taxes on gold exports, noting that be-
tween 2019 and 2023, Mohamed’s En-
terprise omitted more than 10 thousand
kilograms (kg) of gold from import and
export declarations and avoided paying
more than US$50 million in duty taxes
to the Government of Guyana.
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Farmers to benefit from drainage

works at Canal Number Two

FARMERS from the Conservancy
Dam at Canal Number Two in Region
Three will soon benefit from drainage
improvements, which will improve irri-
gation and boost agricultural production.

Planting materials and fertilisers
will also be provided to approximately
40 farmers residing in the area.

Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar
Mustapha, made the commitment on Sat-
urday during a meeting at the Conser-
vancy Dam.

The engagement follows several re-
quests made by farmers for various agri-
cultural interventions, since the flooding
of their farmlands significantly affected
crop productivity.

Minister Mustapha said an amphibi-
ous excavator will be deployed to the
area in one week to carry out the works
on the trench along the Dam.

“And we will send another long-
reach excavator to clear the trenches that
are high,” he added.

These interventions, he noted, will
bring immediate relief to the affected
farmers.

“We will fix the door [at the Koker]
when the trench is cleared,” Minister
Mustapha assured the farmers, noting
that this will help to prevent the water *
from overtopping, which can result in
flooding.

Acknowledging the land dispute is-

Minister of Agriculture, Zulfikar Mustapha, delivers remarks during the meeting on Saturday

sues in the area, he explained that a sur-
veyor will visit to conduct an assessment
to identify the landowners.

Region Three has been earmarked
for major investments in the agriculture
sector, which will boost crop production
and improve livelihoods.

The agriculture minister revealed
that the government will soon be allocat-
ing $50 billion to construct six farm-to-
market roads in Region Three.

Looking ahead, the minister noted
that more investments will be made to
help increase crop yields in the agricul-

ture sector.

Chief Executive Officer of Guyana
Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo), Paul
Cheong, and other representatives from
the ministry were also present at the
meeting.

Advertising in
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World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
supported by an Advisory Council and various
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national
and regional chapters:
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To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WQC-0rg.com

Key priorities of the WGC include:

% Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
worldwide.

#  Support social entrepreneurship and civic

el If you have any questions feel free to
engagement in communities around the world.

get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

“ Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.
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Former T&T gov't missed the boat on explor-
Ing oil & gas deal with Guyana: Moonilal

Trinidad and Tobago’s Minister of
Energy, Dr. Roodal Moonilal, last week
criticised the former administration for
throwing away what he described as a
prime opportunity to establish the twin-
island state’s presence in Guyana’s
booming oil and gas sector.

Speaking during the debate on the
Finance (Supplementary Appropriation)
Bill for the 2025 fiscal year, Dr. Mooni-
lal said it was a “sad reality” that despite
over a century of experience in oil and
gas industry, Trinidad and Tobago had

no official government-led presence in
Guyana or Suriname, two CARICOM
nations now rapidly advancing in energy
production.

“Imagine the territory with the
most expertise, with the major infra-
structure, human capital, had no foot-
print in Guyana and Suriname. None,”
Dr. Moonilal said.

He added, “It was the service con-
tractors of Trinidad and Tobago who of
their own will, by their own hard work,
went to Suriname, went to Guyana...
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T&T Energy Minister Roodal Moonilal

but they had no help from the govern-
ment, none.”

Though Guyana’s population is
more than 800,000, the minister outlined
Guyana’s oil boom, noting that the coun-
try produces more barrels of oil daily
than “it has people.”

Minister Moonilal had outlined
T&T’s regional strategy to prioritise en-
ergy cooperation with Guyana, Grenada,
and Suriname. He stressed that it is crit-
ical for T&T state enterprises to estab-
lish themselves as serious entities in
Suriname, Guyana and Grenada. “That
is our vision, that is how you will be-
come the hub, you will not become the
hub by out producing Guyana...we will
not become the hub by out producing
Suriname with gas,” Dr. Moonilal said.

Oil production offshore Guyana’s
Stabroek Block, operated by ExxonMo-
bil Guyana Limited (EMGL), began in
December 2019. Since then, production
has grown to 650,000 barrels per day
(bpd) from three sanctioned projects:
Liza Phase 1, Liza Phase 2, and Payara.
This output is set to increase with the
imminent start-up of Yellowtail, the
fourth development, later this year.
Exxon already has two other sanctioned
projects under its belt, the Uaru and
Whiptail. The company has already sub-
mitted the Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) for its seventh project,
Hammerhead, with production targeted
for 2029. The company has also filed an

Stenson Arul

Mortgage Specialist

application for an eighth development
named Longtail.

Dr. Moonilal said Trinidad missed
the opportunity to capitalise on this
boom due to what he labeled poor policy
decisions by the previous government.
“We discovered that even when there
was a serious attempt by national energy
to get involved in Guyana... the govern-
ment of Trinidad and Tobago at that time
said no...they said it was too risky and
national energy should not participate in
Guyana in that way. While you could
have had a foothold in Guyana a few
years ago,” T&T’s energy minister said.

Dr. Moonilal stressed that the lack
of strategic regional engagement not
only lost Trinidad and Tobago potential
foreign exchange earnings, but also em-
ployment and economic opportunities
that could have been gained through
cross-border collaboration.

“There was no concerted attempt to
get a footprint into energy-producing
countries... where we could provide
help, raise revenue, collect taxes, gener-
ate foreign exchange,” he stated.

Further, the minister reiterated that
the current administration intends to cor-
rect course by strengthening ties with
CARICOM nations such as Guyana,
Grenada, and Suriname. The administra-
tion has set its sights on Guyana’s oil re-
sources to support the restart of its
refinery, as well as access to Guyana’s
natural gas.
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A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
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Guyana, U.S. trade suppasses
USS4.7 billion over the past year

BILATERAL trade between
Guyana and the United States of Amer-
ica (U.S.) has surpassed S$4.7 billion
over the past year and according to the
U.S. Ambassador to Guyana, Nicole
Theriot, this is a new record reflecting
the strong and rapidly growing eco-
nomic ties between the two nations.

“Over the past year, we’ve reached
another milestone. Bilateral trade in
physical goods alone surpassed US$4.7
billion, a new record. The number of
U.S. companies working with Guyanese
partners continues to grow, along with
sustained investment across many sec-
tors,” Ambassador Theriot said at the
249th U.S. Independence Day celebra-
tion last Friday.

She noted that since last year, the
two nations have celebrated new ven-
tures such as company launches and
grand openings to ground-breaking part-
nerships.

“We’ve welcomed a new U.S.-
branded hotel, joined in launching a new
primary and secondary school partner-
ship, brought a U.S. company to
Guyana, offering the country’s first ever
industrial 3D printing and marked the
entry of a company specialising in weld-
ing and machining services.”

The continued partnerships, she
noted, will not stop there.

“We’re collaborating on critical in-
frastructure projects, including the trans-
formative deep seaport road project.
These are nation-building investments
that can shape the trajectory of a country
for generations to come.”

Meanwhile, President, Dr Irfaan
Ali during his remarks noted that while
Guyana and the United States continue
to pursue deeper bilateral trade ties,
shared priorities such as peace and secu-
rity remain a central focus too.

“As our country actively engages
in strengthening our framework for bi-
lateral trade, we continue to be opti-
mistic about the diversification of our
trade relations,” he said.

Through the Bureau of Interna-
tional Narcotics and Law Enforcement
Affairs, the U.S. has initiated ongoing
efforts to enhance law-enforcement and
security co-operation between our coun-
tries and the Caribbean,” he added.

President Ali also spoke on the ad-
visory received from the U.S. authorities
regarding the threat posed by gold
smuggling linked to wundemocratic
forces in the region.

With this, he assured the audience
that Guyana is deploying substantial re-
sources to dismantle such illicit net-

works.

“We want you to know that we are
putting enormous resources into ensur-
ing that the threat of illicit gold smug-
gling... is uprooted,” President Ali said.

In reaffirming Guyana’s stance on
its territorial sovereignty, the President
thanked the U.S. for its unwavering sup-
port amid the ongoing border contro-
versy with Venezuela.

“Guyana wishes to acknowledge
and thank the United States for its un-
wavering support in defending Guyana’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity, as
we continue to advocate for this region
to remain a zone of peace,” he added.

Dr Irfaan Ali with US Ambassador Nicole Theriot

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningful and fit comfortably within your budget. Just some
of the ways that we as a family care for yours.

Family owned and operated since 1948.

OGDEN

Funerar HoMEs

4164 Sheppard Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M1S 1T3

www.ogdenfuneralhome.com



DFM Danforth

We're S|mplv the bes

THURSDAY JULY 3 2025

EQUALITY NEWS

Food Market

www.danforthfoodmarket.com

Nutrament Energy Juicy Juice Grace Black River MiIIs
Nutrition Drink Apple Juice Festival Mix All Purpose Flour
325 ml 4x125 ml 270 g 5kg
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Benjamms

Rose Water
480 ml
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Ribena Blacicurrant

Concentrate
850 ml

Mekong Mushroom
Soy Sauce

Rlbtm

4

Cerasee Tea

SpurTree Pmeapple
Scotch Bonnet Pepper
Sauce 148 ml

Clover Leaf Chunk
Light Tuna or Flake
ILight Tuna ass. 170 g

FLAKED LIGHT TUNA _

Sardines |

Grace Sardines
in Tomato Sauce
Assorted 155 g

Cream of Whe
Original 3 Minute
800 g

UTES
CutsmitRg

1 s e Parbiled Rice
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Grace
Parboiled Rice
2 kg

Equate Beauty
Petroleum Jelly
566 g
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Jelicious Jamaican Dish

Grown From Australia Frozen Premium Grade Frozen Frozen Rumen
Free- Rﬂne tusylCookediirinmed Beef Shunk Beef Tripe

o (3

G

Frozen or
Prevrously

Frozen 26/30 Fresh Large Fresh Flamingo

4Heuelles§§ Turkey Wings Chrcken Feet Chrcken leg
Whrte Shrrrg & G ' Ouurlers
L 50]*’; g) Nl
With Purchase of 2 cases or

h $V:I£,
Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Yellow Tail Fresh Fresh Mutton Fresh Fresh Atlantic
Snappers 1/2-1 Ib Srruwberry Grouper | Whole Salmon

e

Ibasls

Fresh Fresh Jamaican
Organic G Callaloo

S ials in Effect Thu. July 3
e Locatrons To Serve You Better it L

1gh we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Stafford D =
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Danforth Danforth Food Marke 4 Danforth Food Market Danforth Food Market |8 g Danforth Food Market UC’)
M Food Market 301 Silverstone Dr. :‘ 62 1 é\df;lg(agggd Be] 1225 Dundas St. %] 144 Kennedy Road [l
3701 Keele St. 416-740-987Q_ 16-439-6397 I Dixie & Dundas i South ;2’
< 416-398-8123 5 E ; s Missisauga . QZJ 289-298-0399 =
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re Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours

day-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
rday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 amto 9 pm Fri.-Sat.9amto 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
lay 9am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm
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& LOTUS

Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

CHARLIE'S
CATERING
SERVICE

: yuiTiowe or ko Bafswiyweae | FOF ALl your catering
mmw et Bl | it | needs please call
* Corporate Events » Weddings WE CATER TO ALL YOUR 905-949-0663 or
and other Social Events T R email us at
Not sure how much food you'll need? All meats charibess aribbeancuisineghatma
WE CAN HELP YOU! s e 5 .

W el et e gl amoend o dood' do masemge
e gk of e ke
St o 0 have proug Yoo 3 [y s ) v e waede

JO55 MHurontarno SL Mississauga, LSA 2G0
Full Catering for Hindu religious wowrw. C harle sc anbbeancuisine .com

ceremonics including 7 curry
o wilh W TR ¥ SeTsin
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CHET SHARMA

B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LLB.

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public

. GENERAL PRACTICE

| Immigration Law

Criminal Law

Divorce & Family Law

Office: 416-285-1550

Res: 416-284-9191

ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC

palvl

IFl:‘l"'lll"- TRIFRIT r-.r,l Y _ _ 4
150 Lawson Road, Toronto Ghﬂal At Thompson Park — Area g
ON M1C 2J4 BA., B.8.W. (Hons), LL.B. On the corners of Lawrence Ave and Brimley
ADS IN EQUALITY WORK! On Sunday, July 6", 2025
From 10:00 am to 7:00 pm
S MUSIC!! KIDS GAMES!! PRIZES!!
s G AUTO WORK Electrical Systems Have a fun filled day with Family and Friends
Engine Repair Bring along your picnic basket
Stanley G. horeia New & Used Tires
' Steering For Information CONTACT
416-285-5875 Suspension Jerry Karamat @ 416-605-2307, Jas & Suchan Dhanpaul @ 647-831-5853; Vanessa & Paras Pritipaul @
Transmission Repair 416-265-6057; Gerald Singh @ 516-381-6238

sgautoworkf@hotmail.com
Directions:
FROM WEST: Tuke 401 cast, Exit ut Brimley South, Park is between Ellesmere and Lawrence on
the left-hand side of the road.

1940 Ellesmere Rd. Unit 14
Scarborough, ON, MIH2V7

FROM EAST: Tuke 4001 West, Exit at MeCowan Rd, South, then make a right a1 Elesmere nnel left
on Brimbey; The park is on left-hand side of the road,

CHARL EY'S Come savor a savory meal at

Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

CARIBBEAN
CU ’ S ’ N E | A T e
For all your catering e —

Not sure how much food you need? We'll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

needs

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough

(at Morningside) & Charley's GRwon CUSINE
Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make = ‘ > ﬁ ?
this for these prices. (6randma is from Berbice =Y . L

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.

.........................

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Discover the power
of pre-planning

Complete your own final arrangements
now and discover the confidence

and comfort of knowing you've better
protected your family and your estate.

a FREE Planning Kit
416-267-4653

Resthaven

Memorial Gardens
by Arbor Memorial

2700 Kingston Road, Scarborough, ON
resthavenmemorialcom

“A Cumplete Real Estate Service - Buying. Selimg & Rentals.” EMREAL ESTATE ‘.-}.,:‘”‘:Jf:;."“‘;u:“::.‘:u‘:r;‘;‘f:;.’“

s T,
]! l'llll:ﬁ B "

's REA ESTTE

IS IN BUSINESS OVER 40 YEARS

We can sell your property for the A Complete Real
best price on the market Estate Service:
* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT & Buying
- PROPERTY SALES & RENTALS i
 REAL ESTATE VALUATION @ Tax Compliance

Contact: 223-6218, 623-7805, 656—-5544
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GCB Chief hails Ali as architect of

Guyana’s sporting transformatio

=

IN a stirring address at a recent
awards ceremony, President of the
Guyana Cricket Board (GCB), Bis-
soondyal Singh, delivered a heartfelt
tribute to President, Dr. Mohamed Irfaan
Ali, lauding him as the driving force be-
hind Guyana’s meteoric rise in both
sports and national development over
the past five years.

Singh, speaking to an audience
gathered to honour outstanding contrib-
utors to Guyanese sport, urged attendees
not to lose sight of the visionary leader-
ship that has paved the way for sustain-
able progress across the nation.

“While he may not be on the list of
awardees for tonight’s event, he is, with-
out a doubt, the greatest contributor to
this sport over the past five years,”
Singh declared, referencing President
Ali’s transformative impact.

Describing President Ali as “the ar-
chitect of the transformation and mod-
ernising of this country,” Singh credited
him with elevating Guyana onto the
global stage, noting that the nation is
now recognised as the fastest growing
economy per capita in the world.

Singh praised Ali’s leadership qual-
ities, highlighting his vision, courage,
and compassion: “He leads with vision,
courage, and firm resolve. But more im-
portantly, he leads with heart. He in-
spires trust, cultivates unity, and brings
out the best in those around him.”

Since assuming office, President
Ali has championed a dynamic vision
for inclusive development, Singh noted,
ensuring that sports is no longer an af-
terthought but a pillar of national pride
and unity.

Singh emphasised that under Ali’s
guidance, teams have flourished, com-
munities have grown stronger, and
countless lives have been positively
changed.

In a powerful moment, Singh
called on the audience to rise in recog-
nition of President Ali’s exceptional
service and leadership.

“We are proud of you. We are in-
spired by you. And we stand with you,”
Singh stated, offering the GCB’s full en-
dorsement and support for Ali’s contin-
ued presidency and the leadership of the

EQUALITY ADS WORK
FOR YOU

I_?m

Monthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine

People’s
(PPP/C).

Singh’s remarks reflect a broader
sentiment of gratitude and optimism
within the sporting and wider national
community.

Progressive  Party/Civic

GCB President, Bissoondyal Singh

As Guyana continues its remark-
able trajectory of growth and develop-
ment, the partnership between visionary
leadership and grassroots engagement in
sport stands as a testament to the na-
tion’s bright future.

With the 2025-2030 horizon in
sight, Singh concluded with a message
of unity and hope: “May your leadership
and guidance continue to uplift this great
land we all love and call home.”

— Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toilets,
central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water filter, auto-
matic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new perkins genera-
tor no blackouts ready to move in and start dwelling, concrete yard.
For more information contact via WhatsApp:

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month!

www.limemag.ca




Indian PM Modi with US President Trump

India-US ‘big beautiful trade deal’
could be in trouble

Is the "big, beautiful" India-US trade deal
slipping out of reach?

With just days to go before a 9 July deadline
set by US President Donald Trump's administra-
tion, hopes of clinching an interim trade pact be-
tween Delhi and Washington remain alive but
increasingly entangled in hard bargaining.

Despite White House Press Secretary Karo-
line Leavitt hinting that the deal was imminent,
and Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman's
upbeat assertion that Delhi would welcome "a big,
good, beautiful" agreement - in response to
Trump's claim that a trade deal with Delhi is com-
ing and would "open up" the Indian market - ne-
gotiators remain locked in tough discussions.

Key sticking points persist, particularly over
agricultural access, auto components and tariffs on
Indian steel.

Indian trade officials have extended their stay
in Washington for another round of talks, even as
Delhi signals "very big red lines" on farm and
dairy protections, and the US presses for wider
market openings. The tone remains optimistic - but
the window to strike a deal appears to be narrow-
ing.

Trump wants India to buy US corn - but here's
why it probably won't

"The next seven days could determine
whether India and the US settle for a limited 'mini-
deal' or walk away from the negotiating table - at
least for now," says Ajay Srivastava, a former In-
dian trade official who runs Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI), a Delhi-based think tank.

That uncertainty hinges on a few key flash-
points - none more contentious than agriculture.

"There are two real challenges to concluding
an initial agreement. First on the list is US access
to the Indian market for basic agriculture products.
India will need to protect its basic agriculture sec-
tor for economic and political reasons," Richard
Rossow, who tracks India's economy at Washing-
ton's Center for Strategic and International Studies,
said,

For years, Washington has pushed for greater
access to India's farm sector, seeing it as a major
untapped market. But India has fiercely protected
it, citing food security, livelihoods and interests of

millions of small farmers.

Mr Rossow says the "second issue is India's
non-tariff barriers. Issues like India's growing set
of 'Quality Control Orders' (QCO) are significant
obstacles to US market access and may prove
tricky to meaningfully handle in a trade deal".

The US has raised concerns over what it calls
India's growing and burdensome import-quality
rules. Over 700 QCOs - part of the "self-reliant
India" push - aim to curb low-quality imports and
promote domestic manufacturing. Suman Berry, a
senior member of a government think tank Niti
Aayog, has also called these rules a "malign inter-
vention" that restrict imports and raise costs for do-
mestic medium and small scale industries.

Tariff cuts could pressure India to weaken key
food policy safeguards like minimum support
prices

The elephant in the room is farm exports.
India-US farm trade remains modest at $8bn, with
India exporting rice, shrimp and spices, and the US
sending nuts, apples and lentils. But as trade talks
progress, Washington is eyeing bigger farm ex-
ports - maize, soya bean, cotton and corn - to help
narrow its $45bn trade deficit with India.

Experts fear tariff concessions could pressure
India to weaken its minimum support prices (MSP)
and public procurement - key protections that
shield farmers from price crashes by guaranteeing
fair prices and stable crop purchases.

"No tariff cuts are expected for dairy products
or key food grains like rice and wheat, where farm
livelihoods are at stake. These categories are po-
litically and economically sensitive, affecting over
700 million people in India's rural economy," says
Mr Srivastava.

Curiously, a recent Niti Aayog paper recom-
mends tariff cuts on US farm imports - including
rice, dairy, poultry, corn, apples, almonds and GM
soya - under a proposed India-US trade pact. It's
unclear, however, whether the proposal reflects of-
ficial government thinking or remains a policy
suggestion on paper.

"If the US were to say 'no deal' if India does
not include access on basic agriculture, then
clearly American expectations were not set cor-
rectly," says Mr Rossow.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): There is a lot of dead
wood in your life at the moment and a big clean-out is needed.
Start by getting rid of a few so-called friendships that are pretty
much one-way traffic when it comes to who profits from them.
They profit and you pay.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): If your workload is get-
ting on top of you then it is time to make changes. Refuse to
take on any more chores and responsibilities and start offload-
ing some of those you already have on friends and colleagues
who are clearly not pulling their weight.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): You need to get serious
about something of a creative or artistic nature, especially if
you are the sort of Gemini who has half a dozen activities on
the go at the same time. Focus on one, maybe two, goals and
forget about the rest for a while.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): You have been finding it
much easier to express yourself of late and that’s a good thing,
but you also need to know when to hold back so as not to give
away information that could be of use to rivals and competi-
tors. Knowledge is power!

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): It may come as a shock to dis-
cover that someone you had total trust in has not been totally
honest with you, but don’t overreact. Most likely they have a
very good reason for keeping secrets from you — so you can
still be friends.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): Changes you made earlier
in the year are beginning to bear fruit but if you are smart you
won’t harvest all the goodies just yet. If you can hold back
from cashing in then your profits will double and maybe even
treble over the next few months.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You may not have accom-
plished as much over the first half of the year as you had ex-
pected to but you have still done a lot and can be proud of your
efforts. A slight adjustment in your plans can make the second
half of 2025 truly memorable.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You are not the sort to
give up on something just because the going is tough. On the
contrary, the fact that you have been falling behind in recent
weeks will make you even more determined to catch up with
and then pass your rivals.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): So many changes
are taking place in the world around you that you may be get-
ting worried as to where they might lead. The good news is
that whatever happens in the weeks and months ahead your
indomitable spirit will help you make the best of it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): You must stick up
for yourself over the next 24 hours, because if you don’t pro-
tect your interests you can be certain that no one else will.
Don’t worry if you make an enemy or two along the way — let
others know you won’t be bullied.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Someone you meet
while on the move will intrigue you with their wit and wisdom
but you must not believe every word they say. Just because
they are good at communicating ideas does not mean those
ideas can be allowed to supplant your own.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): If you want to make the
most of your creative talents you will first have to let go of
something that takes up too big a chunk of your time and en-
ergy. Be ruthless today and get rid of anything and everything
that does not pay its way.

Our
advertising works!
Try a low cost ad in

Equality News and reap

the benefits of the only
print weekly newspaper.
Call 647-216-2359 for

rates
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Jamaica gov't to pay $120M to man
detained for 50 years W|thout trial

The Supreme Court has ordered
the Government of Jamaica to pay
more than $120 million in damages to
George Williams, a mentally ill man
who spent 50 years in custody without
ever facing trial.

In a ruling delivered Thursday,
Justice Sonya Wint-Blair awarded
$78.6 million in compensatory dam-
ages and $42 million in vindicatory
damages to Williams, whose decades-
long detention was described as a gross
violation of his constitutional rights.
The judgment stems from a wrongful
imprisonment lawsuit filed by his attor-
ney, John Clarke.

The Government had initially of-
fered $6 million in compensation, but
the offer was rejected by Williams’
family.

Justice Wint-Blair found that
Williams’ right to due process and a
fair hearing within a reasonable time
had been severely breached. The court
also ruled that the state’s failure to con-
duct periodic mental health evaluations
to determine his fitness for trial
amounted to a violation of his right to
liberty in a democratic society.

Williams, a Rastafarian, was ar-
rested on December 29, 1970, and
charged with the murder of lan Laurie,
allegedly committed earlier that year.
However, he was deemed unfit to plead
and held “at the court’s pleasure” — ef-
fectively imprisoning him indefinitely
without trial.

His case gained national attention
in 2020 after the Independent Commis-

- [Pate
v

| —
o

SR

‘-~ E |
"ol f
=z L =l
-~ % ..
i i |
L

George Williams — was detained in 1970 and held at the court’s pleasure

sion of Investigations (INDECOM) re-
leased a report exposing the prolonged
incarceration of mentally ill detainees.
The report revealed that Williams was
one of seven men who had each spent
at least 40 years behind bars awaiting
trial.

Among them was Noel Chambers,

another Rastafarian, who died in 2020
at the age of 81 after four decades in
custody. The INDECOM report de-
scribed his body as emaciated and cov-
ered with bedsores, vermin bites, and
live bedbugs.

The court’s judgment marks a
landmark decision in Jamaica’s legal
and human rights history and raises se-
rious questions about the treatment of
mentally ill individuals in the justice
system.

JA PM expresses sym pathy after family of 6 killed in FL crash

Prime Minister Andrew Holness
has expressed his deep condolences to
Errol Anderson, the Jamaican father
and grandfather, mourning the loss of
six family members who died in a
tragic car crash in Florida over the
weekend.

In a heartfelt message shared on
social media Tuesday, Holness re-
vealed that he visited Mr. Anderson on
Monday to offer personal support amid
the family’s unimaginable grief. “Over
the weekend Mr. Anderson received
the devastating news that 6 members
of his family overseas were travelling
in a vehicle which collided with a
semitruck, tragically killing all six per-
sons. | can only imagine the deep pain
and tremendous anguish this over-
whelming loss has caused,” the Prime
Minister wrote. “Yesterday [ visited
Mr. Anderson to convey my condo-
lences as he and his family process and
navigate through grief.”

Holness urged the nation to keep
the family in their thoughts: “Let us
hold these families in our hearts and

PM Holness with Errol Anderson

cover them in prayer.”

The fatal crash occurred Saturday
afternoon in Osceola County, Florida,
along State Road 60, just west of South

Kenansville Road. According to the
Florida Highway Patrol, the victims
were traveling in a 2024 Hyundai Tuc-
son when the driver reportedly at-

tempted to overtake several vehicles.
The SUV lost control while re-entering
the lane and collided head-on with an
oncoming semi-truck. Both vehicles
caught fire, and all six occupants of the
Hyundai were pronounced dead at the
scene.

The deceased include Anderson’s
daughters, Andreil and Keiosha, their
three young children—one of whom
was just four months old—and their
god-sister, Yahshea Mullings. The fam-
ily had been en route to celebrate the
third birthday of one of the children
when the tragedy occurred. All three
adults were Jamaican nationals, while
the children were U.S. citizens.

The driver of the semi-truck sus-
tained minor injuries and was trans-
ported to Indian River Hospital. The
Florida Highway Patrol is continuing
its investigation into the crash.

The incident has sent shockwaves
throughout both the Jamaican and Ja-
maican-American communities,
prompting an outpouring of support
and sympathy for the grieving family.
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Prime Minister Holness hails JCF for
reducing crime in Jamaica

Prime Minister Andrew Holness
has commended the Jamaica Constabu-
lary Force (JCF) for its role in achiev-
ing a sustained reduction in crime and
violence across the country, particu-
larly through the dismantling of gang
networks that once plagued several
communities.

Speaking at the recently con-
cluded ‘Transformations — People,
Quality and Technology Expo 2.0’ held
at the National Arena in Kingston,
Prime Minister Holness highlighted the
effectiveness of targeted security
strategies, including the use of Zones
of Special Operations (ZOSOs) and
States of Public Emergency (SOEs).

“We had 20 communities that the
rate of crime in these communities self-
selected them for the implementation
of a ZOSO or an SOE, because the
crime was increasing and there was a
threat to life and property,” the Prime
Minister said. “Nowadays, you cannot
think of such a community.”

He attributed this progress to the
“excellent leadership” within the JCF,
noting that the organization now oper-
ates with “a clear direction, a clear doc-
trine, a clear mission,” and emphasized
that “the level of morale has never
been higher.”

While applauding the gains made,
the Prime Minister also underscored
the importance of continued efforts to
build trust between law enforcement
and the public.

“Our job now is to close out that
space,” he said, referring to the gap
that sometimes exists between commu-
nities and the police. “There is much
work to be done on the part of the se-

Prime Minister Holness with two police officers at the Expo in Kingston

curity forces to ensure that every action
they take, the people of Jamaica will
appreciate it, will understand what
they’re doing, and we will feel safe.”

The JCF’s expo offered the public
a behind-the-scenes look at how the

Force is transforming policing in Ja-
maica through people-centred leader-
ship, quality service, and modern
technology. The event featured the-
matic zones focused on operational in-
novation, community partnerships, and

key areas such as crime and security,
strategic operations, Force develop-
ment, logistics, and professional stan-
dards. Attendees had the opportunity to
engage directly with the officers and
decision-makers .

Sexual Harassment Tribunal now operational in Jamaica

The Sexual Harassment Tribunal,
established under the Sexual Harass-
ment (Protection and Prevention) Act,
is now fully operational, Culture, Gen-
der, Entertainment and Sport Minister
Hon. Olivia Grange announced during
the 2025/26 Sectoral Debate in the
House of Representatives.

The Tribunal is tasked with hear-
ing and determining complaints of sex-
ual harassment across all sectors and
has the authority to make awards. It
also mandates that every employer or
institution create and enforce policies
to prevent sexual harassment in the
workplace.

“The Act, which became effective
on July 3, 2023, is designed to ensure
that workspaces are free from sexual
harassment,” Minister Grange said.

She noted that the Bureau of Gen-
der Affairs (BGA) has facilitated the
review of 42 Sexual Harassment

Workplace Policies and completed
training for 18 of its members as Sex-
ual Harassment Investigative Officers.

Additionally, the Sexual Harass-
ment Investigation Unit (SHIU) has
provided training for Human Resource
professionals and conducted numerous
sensitization sessions to raise aware-
ness.

Minister Grange also highlighted
outreach efforts at the community
level, with sessions held in various ed-
ucational institutions, police youth
clubs, faith-based groups, and other
community organisations.

“We have followed through on
our commitment to create the condi-
tions for our people to thrive and pros-
per, to improve their lives, to make
their dreams come true, and to build a
stronger, better Jamaica,” she con-
cluded.

Olivia Grange
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Grenada to pursue cannabis decrimi-
nalisation with strict restrictions

The Grenadian government has
announced that when it takes proposed
cannabis legislation to Parliament, it
will do so with several strict restrictions
in place, aimed at regulating recre-
ational, medicinal, and religious use of
the substance.

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell,
speaking during his weekly ‘DMs with
the PM’ programme on Tuesday, said
the proposed legislative changes will
“de-penalise” the use of small quanti-
ties of cannabis, with significant limits
on who can consume it and where.

“We also want to make it clear that
this will only be permissible most
likely to persons 21 and over and there
[are] still going to be significant restric-
tions on likely no smoking of marijuana
in public, absolutely no smoking
around educational or school institu-
tions and so on,” Mitchell stated.

As Minister for National Security,
Mitchell explained that the legislation
will also allow individuals to grow a
small number of cannabis plants for
personal use. The specific quantity that
will be legally permitted is still being
finalized as part of the ongoing policy
discussions.

The government is also aiming to
develop a legal framework to support a
medicinal cannabis industry, as well as
to accommodate religious and sacra-
mental use, beginning with the Rasta-
farian community, which has long
advocated for recognition of its spiri-
tual use of marijuana.

“We intend to establish a medici-
nal industry, a commercial as well as
the religious and sacramental use of
marijuana,” Mitchell said. “So, in the
case of religious and sacramental, cer-
tainly we are starting with the Rastafar-
ian community who we know uses it as

The Grenada government will consider expunging criminal records of people convicted of possession of ganja

part of their religious practices, and
from an industry commercial perspec-
tive we are seeking to enact legislation
that will actually permit, via a licensing
and permitting process, the growth and

Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell

development of a medicinal marijuana
industry.”

In a move toward restorative jus-
tice, the Prime Minister also announced
that the government is considering an
amnesty or expungement of criminal
records for individuals previously con-
victed for possessing small amounts of
marijuana.

“As part of this process, we are
also looking to have an amnesty or ex-
punging of records for persons who
would have been convicted of posses-
sion of marijuana in the past, up to
whatever is the amount we agree upon
for small personal use,” he said.

Mitchell stressed, however, that
while Grenada is committed to reform,
it must also comply with its interna-
tional obligations, as the country is a
signatory to various global treaties con-
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cerning the use of narcotics.

“I want to emphasize that this is
not a straightforward and simple an-
swer, as Grenada, like most of the
world, is a signatory to certain treaty or
conventions addressing the use of nar-
cotics and we have to comply with our
international obligations in relations to
those issues as well,” he said.

The Prime Minister reiterated that
law enforcement resources would be
better spent elsewhere than targeting
individuals for minor cannabis use.
“We certainly don’t want our officers
spending their time chasing someone
for a marijuana spliff, we think there
are certain better ways in which those

resources can be utilised,” he said, un-
derscoring again that restrictions will
be an integral part of the legislative
framework.
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Carter Center launches observation
mission for Guyana s election

The Carter Center has officially
launched an international election ob-
servation mission in Guyana ahead of
the country’s general and regional elec-
tions scheduled for September 1. The
mission comes at the invitation of
Guyana’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation.

A core team of four electoral ex-
perts began arriving in Georgetown on
June 30 from the United States, the
state of Georgia, and the United King-
dom. They will be joined by additional
electoral experts and observers in the
weeks leading up to election day.

“We look forward to engaging
with Guyanese stakeholders across the
political spectrum and civil society to
provide an independent and impartial
assessment of the electoral process,”
said Jason Calder, Field Office Director
for The Carter Center. “We hope our
observation and reporting will help the
Guyanese people assess the credibility
of the elections, while providing useful
recommendations for reform and en-
couraging transparency.”

The Carter Center will conduct its
work based on the 2005 Declaration of
Principles for International Election
Observation, measuring the electoral
process against national legal frame-
works as well as international and re-

-~

gional obligations for democratic elec-
tions. “The Carter Center has had a
long-standing commitment to democ-
racy in Guyana, and we are honored to
launch this international election obser-
vation mission in support of the elec-
toral process,” said David Carroll,
director of the Center’s Democracy
Program.

The organization has a deep his-
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tory in Guyana, having observed elec-
tions there in 1992, 2001, 2006, 2015,
and 2020. Beyond election monitoring,
The Carter Center has supported a wide
range of governance, legal, and civil
society initiatives in the country. These
include facilitating judicial reform,
supporting women and youth empow-
erment, promoting peace and political
dialogue, and advancing transparency
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GECOM Head offlce in Georgetown

in the extractive industries through
partnerships with government, industry,
and civil society.

Globally, The Carter Center has
organized over 125 election observa-
tion missions in more than 100 coun-
tries. Its efforts in Guyana continue to
form part of a broader commitment to
strengthening democratic institutions
and promoting inclusive development.

Nigeria’s President Tinubu receives top Saint Lucian honour

President of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, His Excellency Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, has been awarded one
of Saint Lucia’s highest national hon-
ours in recognition of his leadership
and efforts to deepen African-
Caribbean relations.

During a formal state ceremony at
the Governor General’s official resi-
dence on Monday evening, Governor
General Errol Charles, acting on the
advice of Prime Minister Philip J.
Pierre, conferred the title Knight Com-
mander of the Order of Saint Lucia
(KCOSL) on President Tinubu.

A statement from the Office of the
Prime Minister (OPM) noted that the
honour reflects Saint Lucia’s apprecia-
tion for Tinubu’s “commitment to fos-
tering cooperation across key areas of
mutual interest, including trade and in-
vestment, climate resilience, health-
care, education, and cultural
exchange.”

The OPM added that the award
also symbolizes a broader shared com-
mitment to global South solidarity—
anchored in historical connection and
aimed at future collaboration between
Africa and the Caribbean.

With the conferral of the KCOSL,
the Nigerian leader will now be for-
mally addressed as Sir Bola Ahmed
Tinubu, KCOSL (Hon.).

President Tinubu said he was
humbled to receive the honour. He
noted that the recognition symbolised a

[

Bola Tinubu is awarded his knighthood by Governor General Errol Charles

deepening of historic and cultural con-
nections between Nigeria and Saint
Lucia.

He pledged to strengthen the ties
between Nigeria and the Organisation
of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS)
member states.

“I am here as one of you repre-
senting that historical journey taken by
our forebears, the history that we can-

not reserve, but are prepared for pro-
gressive understanding.

“I am greatly honoured, on behalf
of my country, on behalf of nearly 220
million people in Nigeria, to stand be-
fore you to thank you very much. I
came here as a president, but [’'m leav-
ing as a knight,” President Tinubu said.

President Tinubu described the ex-
perience as “thrilling and exciting,”

praising the warmth and generosity of
the Saint Lucian people.

“It cannot be more thrilling, more
exciting, and welcoming than that. You
are great people. I thank the Prime
Minister and His Excellency the Gov-
ernor-General for seeing me worthy of
this honour and knighthood.”
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Short-serving T&T PM Young denied
Prime Minister's $1M pension

The Trinidad and Tobago govern-
ment secured the necessary votes it
needed from independent senators to
pass the Prime Minister’s Pension
Amendment Bill 2025 in the Senate on
June 30.

The bill amends the Prime Minis-
ter’s Pension Act Chapter 2:51 to require
a person to serve at least one year as
Prime Minister to qualify for the $87,000
monthly pension.

This means Port of Spain North/St
Ann’s West MP Stuart Young, SC, who
was prime minister from March 17 to
April 30 will no longer be entitled to the
prime minister’s pension.

The bill, which needed a three-
fifths majority (19 votes) for passage,
was passed with 20 senators voting for
it.

That number included all 15 gov-
ernment senators and five independent
senators — Deoroop Teemal; Michael de
La Bastide, SC; Alicia Lelite-Etienne;
Courtney McNish; and Francis Lewis.

The remaining four independent
senators (Anthony Vieira, SC; Candice
Jones-Simmons; Dr Desiree Murray;
Zola Phillips) and the six opposition sen-
ators abstained on the vote.

The bill was passed against a back-
ground of questions being raised about
the independence of the nine independ-
ent senators.

Earlier in the sitting, Senate Presi-
dent Wade Mark said all senators had
“the inalienable right to speak and vote
freely, guided by conscience and without
undue influence.”

At a news conference on June 29,
UNC PRO Dr Kirk Meighoo claimed the
independent senators could vote against
the bill.

Leader of Government Business in
the House of Representatives Barry
Padarath, at the same briefing, called for
the independent senators to support the
legislation.

Before the Senate passed the bill,
Opposition Senator Dr Amery Browne
claimed there were attempts during the
earlier debate to influence senators to
vote a particular way on the legislation.

He claimed posts on different social
media platforms “appear designed to
pressure and intimidate members (sena-
tors) in the course of their deliberation
and contemplation on how they would
vote on matters.”

Browne reaffirmed the opposition’s
commitment to the Constitution and
democracy.

“We will have no hesitation in
standing in the defence of others who
might be menaced or pressured.”

Browne also claimed there was a
group of public officials resorting to so-
cial media to undertake and present their
own analysis of the Senate’s debate on
the bill.

In his contribution, Opposition Sen-
ator Faris Al-Rawi signaled the PNM’s

Stuart Young served just over a month as T&T PM

attempt to abstain when the Senate was
called to vote on the bill.

During the committee stage on the
bill, government senators rejected sepa-
rate proposals from Murray and Browne.

They proposed to either remove
clauses two and five of the bill or have
them altered.

Clause two proposed the bill come
into force on March 10, “thereby giving
it retroactive effect.”

Clause five proposed that a person
serve at least one year as prime minister
to be eligible to receive a pension under
the Prime Minister’s Pension Act.

In her proposal to remove Clause
10, Murray said was unwise to have the
perception the bill was targeting one per-
son.

“I believe that it is in the best inter-
est...in the public good to not have that
perception and I am proposing that
clause two be deleted.”

In his earlier contribution, Browne
repeated the PNM’s support for overall
amendment to the prime minister’s pen-
sion legislation and its concerns about
the bill being retroactive from March 10.

He said he tried to find out why
government regarded this date as signif-
icant to the legislation’s operationality.

Browne called on government “to
put the cards on the table and expand the
framing of this measure.”

He identified the war in Syria and a
ban in British Columbia on alcohol im-
ports from the US, as two events related
to March 10.

“I did not see any trigger there.”

Browne said, “I do note that seven
days...exactly seven days later there was
a development in the politics of Trinidad
and Tobago.”

He called on government say
whether the bill is connected “to devel-
opments that took place on the 17th of
March.”

Port of Spain North/St Ann’s West

MP Stuart Young was sworn in a prime
minister on that day. He succeeded Dr
Keith Rowley who resigned as prime
minister on March 16.

Browne asked if this is so, “Why go
back one week?”

He also asked, “What is the logic?
What is the intelligence behind this par-
ticular drafting?

In a Facebook post on June 27,
Young said, “This bill specifically targets
me as former prime minister. The bill’s
retroactive application to March 10,
2025, is constitutionally illegal as it is
‘ad hominem’ (a law that targets a spe-
cific individual).” Murray also proposed
to remove “March 10” from the bill and

replace it with “July 23.”

She reminded senators July 23,
1969, was the date on which the Prime
Minister’s Pension Act was first estab-
lished.

“There is a perception in the public
domain that there is ad hominem.”

Murray said she understood an ex-
planation given by Attorney General
John Jeremie in his contribution to the
debate, that this was not so.

But she added, “In order to alleviate
that perception and assuage some of the
difficulty some people have with that
date (March 10) making the amendment
retroactive to 23rd July, 1969, would
help with that perception of bias.”

Murray said her proposed amend-
ment “would then apply to all former
prime ministers of the independent na-
tion and subsequently the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago.” Jeremie wel-
comed Murray’s proposals.

But he disagreed that the bill tar-
geted any specific person.

“It does not impoverish anyone.”

He also repeated the government’s
position that the legislation was not prej-
udicial to anyone.

“That is not the case.”

Jeremie said government did not in-
troduce the question of prejudice into the
debate on the bill at any time.

Murray said her proposals to amend
clause five dealt with concerns that if a
prime minister demitted office due to ill-
ness or injury after serving in office for
less than a year.

She asked if the bill, in its current
form, could deny that person, his or her
spouse or children from benefiting from
a prime minister’s pension.

NEXT ROOFING AND
HOME SOLUTION

(1000 Purpledusk Trail scarborough ON M1E 4C8 )

LICENSE AND TRADER CONTRACTOR
SPECIALIZES IN ROOFING AND SIDING
ALL OUT SIDE HOMES ™%
AND WSIB AND INSURANCE

NEXT ROOFING SOLUTION SERVICES:

* Shingles Roof * Aluminum
* Flat Roof * Eavestrough
* Metal Roof = Soffit
* Window Frame *Fascia
* Gutter Cleaning  +=Sliding

« Leaf Screen «Vinyl Sliding
« Shelter « Skylight

Owner

©647-676-6699

onextroofingsulotiin@gmail.com
swww.nrsroofing.com




EQUALITY NEWS

THURSDAY JULY 3 2025

Windies captain Chase laments
umpiring calls and fielding woes

For two and a half sessions, the
West Indies could dream.

Australia had been dismissed for
what captain Roston Chase called a
“relatively low score,” the twilight sun
gilded the stands at Kensington Oval,
and an upset seemed possible. By Fri-
day evening, however, the result was
brutally plain: Australia won the first
Test by 159 runs.

Facing reporters shortly after the
handshake line, Chase—Ileading the
side in his first match as full-time Test
skipper—pulled no punches.

“This game is a frustrating one for
me and for the team as well,” he began,
tone clipped but resolute. “We bowled
out Australia for a relatively low
score. ... but there were so many ques-
tionable calls in the game and none of
them went our way.”

The captain singled out two deci-
sions in the West Indian first innings—
both adjudged against a burgeoning
partnership between himself and Shai
Hope.

“Me and Shai Hope were going
well and then obviously we had some
questionable calls, and that really set us
back.”

With a pitch that rewarded set bat-
ters once they survived the new ball,
Chase believed the duo were poised for
a decisive reply. Instead, the innings
faltered.

Though he stopped short of detail-
ing each incident, Chase painted a
broader picture of frustration: a con-
tentious catch Australia claimed in the
field, a pair of leg-before verdicts over-
turned—or not—by thin margins, and
an intangible sense that “nothing is
going your way.”

“As a player you’re giving your
all, fighting, and then nothing is going
your way—it could be heartbreaking
and breaking a lot of momentum,” he
reflected.

Chase’s sharpest words were re-
served for the custodians of the Laws.

“When we as players mess
up ... we’re penalised harshly. Some-
times we’re even banned or handed a
monetary fine, but the officials—noth-
ing ever happens to them. One bad de-
cision could make or break a guy’s
career, so ... there should be an even
playing ground.”

Such candor underscores the sim-
mering debate over umpire review
structures and sanctions within interna-
tional cricket.

Still, the captain refused to blame
the defeat solely on umpiring. Across
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Australia’s two innings, West Indies
fielders grassed no fewer than seven
chances, several in the cordon.

“There is nothing I can say to jus-
tify the guys dropping the catches,” he
admitted. “It’s not nice when bowlers
are putting in all the effort and you’re
not holding the chances.”

Despite daily slip-catching
drills—*“30 to 40 catches a session”—
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WESst Indies captain Roston Chase

the real ball, edged at speed, exposed
fragile hands and shakier nerves.

“I think it’s more of a
belief ... when one goes down, guys
tend to get a bit nervous and
second-guess their catching ability and
sometimes it can throw you off.”

The West Indies depart
Bridgetown with bruised pride but a
clear checklist: sharpen the eye, steel

the fingers, and hope the coin of for-
tune flips their way next time. As for
Chase, his opening act as captain may
have ended in defeat, yet his forthright
insistence on accountability—both
from his players and from the offi-
cials—signals a leadership ethos un-
compromising in pursuit of justice and
improvement.

Richie Richardson turns down Sports Boss job

In a surprising turn on Antigua’s
sporting landscape, Sir Richie
Richardson has stepped away from the
anticipated role of Sports Commis-
sioner.

Last year, the government her-
alded the cricket legend’s appointment
after talks to make him a senator and
junior minister fell through. Expecta-
tions soared that his leadership would
inject fresh energy into local athletics,
but those plans have now stalled.

Sports Minister Daryll Matthew
revealed that Sir Richie’s obligations
on the ICC Elite Panel of Match Ref-
erees proved insurmountable. “There’s
a lot more international cricket being
played,” Matthew explained, “and
with him being an ICC match referee,
it’s just not giving him the time that
we expected, and he probably ex-
pected to have, so he has agreed that
he will step back from that appoint-
ment.” Intensive travel and a packed
schedule left little room for the com-
missioner’s duties.

Rather than force a half-hearted
commitment, all parties agreed Sir

Richie Richardson

Richie would withdraw. Matthew
noted that ongoing conversations
made clear the demands of top-tier
cricket and public service could not
coexist seamlessly. “Sir Richie
Richardson, we’ve been having some
conversations, and his time simply is
not allowing him to be able to take up
the position and to function in a way

that we have,” the minister said.

With Sir Richie’s withdrawal fi-
nalized, the government turned its at-
tention to a seasoned educator ready
for fresh challenges. Dr. Colin Greene,
principal of Princess Margaret School
for nearly 23 years, emerged as the
leading candidate. His transformative
leadership in academics and athlet-
ics—guiding PMS to multiple titles in
the Antigua and Barbuda Inter-School
Track and Field Championship—made
him an ideal successor.

Dr. Greene’s name entered the
conversation weeks ago when he ex-
pressed interest in redirecting his pro-
fessional journey. “He has given
enormous service to Princess Mar-
garet. | don’t believe there are too
many persons in Antigua and Barbuda
who would dispute that he has trans-
formed that school in an amazingly
positive way,” Minister Matthew
praised. As commissioner, Dr. Greene
is poised to blend educational insight
with athletic ambition, steering An-
tigua and Barbuda’s sports programs
toward new heights.
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LET'S

EXPLORE MORE!

“We are going to ensure that the calendar of activities will expand our tourism foot-
print and will bring more traffic into Guyana to ensure the hotel rooms are filled, to
ensure that the bed-and-breakfast facilities are filled, to ensure that next year, collec-
tively, we work on championing the prosperity for each other and of each other.”

- H.E., Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of the Co-Opertaive Republic of Guyana.
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