
Stuart Young is the chosen one 

by a slim “majority” of 11 to nine for 

Pennelope Beckles. 

The Energy Minister and Minis-

ter in the Office of the Prime Minister 

of Trinidad and Tobago emerged as 

the pick of People’s National Move-

ment (PNM) MPs to replace Prime 

Minister Dr Keith Rowley when he 

demits office before the end of March 

2025. 

The move is an historic one, as 

Young has never been the PNM 

leader and has never led the party 

into any general election. 

On January 3, Rowley an-

nounced that he intends to resign as 

Prime Minister before the end of the 

legal limits of this term. A day later, 

he promised that a Prime Minister 

would be named. 

Young’s name was revealed by 

the Prime Minister himself on Mon-

day, following a two-day PNM par-

liamentary retreat at a private villa in 

Tobago Plantations, Lowlands. 

owley, in response to a question 

about the vote numbers and whether 

there was a close race between Young 

and Beckles, said, “You want to get 

inside the PNM. At the end of the 

day, we had a straw poll among the 

caucus and Minister Young came out 

with the majority. It doesn’t involve a 

three-quarters majority or a half ma-

jority.” 

Asked if it was a “slim” major-

ity, he replied, “My idea of slim and 

yours is not the same. How many 

football matches have been won by 

one-nil?” 

Read more on Stuart Young’s 

historic ascension inside

In addition to the photograph 

above, Guyana President Irfaan Ali 

took to Instagram to share his feelings 

about late USA President Jimmy Carter, 

who died in late December at age 100. 

The longest living US President in 

history, Carter (inset) played a pivotal 

role in restoring democracy in Guyana, 

when he personally led a team to ensure 

free and fair elections in the country in 

1990-1992. 

Ali signed the Book of Condo-

lences at the US Embassy in George-

town, and later posted: “Today, I signed 

a book of condolences at the United 

States Embassy in Georgetown in hon-

our of the late former President Jimmy 

Carter. President Carter, who died on 

December 29 at the age of 100, was a 

respected statesman, humanitarian and 

a global champion of democracy.”
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The vibrant spirit 
of unity and national 
pride lit up the night 
as Guyanese across the 
country came together 
for the One Guyana Old 
Year’s Night Community 
Celebration. Held in 
every one of the nation’s 
10 administrative 
regions, the event 
brought families, friends, 
and communities 

together to bid farewell to 
2024 and welcome 2025 
with a sense of shared 
purpose and optimism. 
The festivities, organised 
under the banner of the 
One Guyana initiative, 
showcased the diversity, 
culture, and collective 
achievements of the 
nation while promoting 
inclusivity and 
community spirit.
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On Christmas Eve, 
President Dr. Irfaan Ali 
and First Lady Arya Ali 
hosted a spectacular 
Christmas concert at 
State House, bringing 
joy and unity to the heart 
of Georgetown. Against 
a dazzling lightscape on 
Main Street, the event 
celebrated the season's 
spirit with music, dance, 
and heartfelt messages.

President Ali, in a 
warm holiday greeting, 
emphasized the power of 
love to foster unity and 
build a compassionate 
society. 

The evening featured 
stellar performances 
from top local talent, 
including Charmaine 

Blackman, Diana 
Chapman, and Soca 
Monarch Young Bill 
Rogers. The vibrant show 
also showcased cultural 
harmony through acts 
by the National Dance 
Company, Berbice 
Delights Dancers, 
and more, leaving the 
audience, including 
ministers of the Cabinet, 
in awe.

The festivities 
extended beyond the 
concert, with the One 
Guyana Supermarket 
and Annual Christmas 
Village lining Main 
Street, creating a magical 
experience for all who 
attended.
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Approximately 7,651 residents 

from the East Ruimveldt to Lamaha Park 

stretch and beyond now have better ac-

cess to primary healthcare with the re-

opening of the $18 million North East La 

Penitence Health Centre. 

On Monday, the Ministry of Health 

marked the occasion with a simple cere-

mony. 

The reopening marks a crucial step 

in expanding access to primary health-

care within the capital city. 

Residents will benefit from several 

critical services, including the expanded 

vaccination campaign for 19 preventable 

diseases such as the Human papillo-

mavirus (HPV). 

Other services include school health 

screenings with corrective care, HbA1c 

testing and infectious disease monitor-

ing. 

The health centre will be expanded 

to include a dental suite in the coming 

months. 

The health centre will advance the 

government’s collaboration with the Pan 

American Health Organisation’s package 

that offers 115 different types of inter-

ventions at  healthcare services facilities 

nationwide. 

The Minister of Health, Dr Frank 

Anthony, said that he is pleased at the ex-

pansive services that will benefit the 

Georgetown area. 

With regards to the HEARTS Initia-

tive which supports the prevention and 

early detection of cardiovascular dis-

eases and hypertension, the minister 

said: 

“We want to make sure that people 

can access the new types of medication 

we are using for this. We will make this 

health centre one where the HEARTS 

initiative is done, so all the effective 

medication will be offered to their pa-

tients here.” 

Primary healthcare emphasises 

community-based care, providing con-

tinuous, individualised and first-contact 

health services. This model aims to re-

duce health disparities by ensuring equi-

table, affordable, and inclusive universal 

health coverage. 

To further enhance the standard of 

medical services in Georgetown, several 

other facilities will undergo upgrades 

and renovations this year. 

Construction on a new health centre 

for residents of Campbellville and sur-

rounding areas is set to begin in Febru-

ary. The estimated cost is $831 million. 

That new structure will be equipped 

with an asthma bay to reduce the patient 

load at the Georgetown Public Hospital 

(GPHC). It will also provide several 

medical services such as digital X-rays, 

ultrasounds, and electrocardiograms 

(ECG). 

Director-General of the Ministry of 

Health, Dr Vishwa Mahadeo, Chief 

Medical Officer, Dr Narine Singh, Hin-

terland Health Coordinator, Micheal 

Gouveia, District Medical Officer, Dr 

Judy Bentley-Browne, and PPP/C 

Georgetown Councillor, Alfonso De 

Armas, were also in attendance for the 

opening ceremony.
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The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide. 

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee 
supported by an Advisory Council and various 
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that  acts as 
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national 
and regional chapters:

Key priorities of the WGC include:

Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on 
youth and women in business and civic leadership 
worldwide.

Support social entrepreneurship and civic 
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and 
economic development of Guyana.

To find out more about World 
Guyanese Congress and our goals and 
priorities.  Scan the QR code, or visit 
www.wgc-org.com

If you have any questions feel free to 
get in touch:
Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M2N 5P6

Over 7,000 G/town residents have im-
proved access to primary healthcare

Minister of Health Dr Frank Anthony
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resident Dr. Irfaan Ali and First Lady Mrs. 

Arya Ali played an active role in Guyana’s Old 

Year’s Night celebrations, ushering in 2025 with 

optimism and unity.

The evening began with a visit to the Guyana 

Police Force’s Police Officers Mess, where the 

President and First Lady joined law enforcement 

officers in their celebration. President Ali ex-

pressed his gratitude for the officers' dedication 

and extended his best wishes for the year ahead.

The couple then enjoyed a spectacular fireworks 

display hosted by the Guyana Defence Force 

(GDF), with vibrant collars lighting up the sky—a 

symbol of the nation’s bright future.

The night culminated at the Officer’s Annual 

Old Year’s Night Ball at Base Camp Ayangan-

na, where the First Couple joined GDF officers, 

distinguished guests, and officials to reflect on 

the past year’s achievements and embrace the 

opportunities of 2025.
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www.danforthfoodmarket.com

each each
eacheach

Comet
Powder Cleanser
400 g 99¢

each

Laurentide Windshield 

Washer -45

3,78 lt

Grace 100%
Coconut Water
1 L

We’re simply the best West Indian store in town.

Lucozade
Energy Glucose Drink
Orange Only  380 ml

Creation Food
Veggie Chunks
assorted 200 g

Trinidadian Pride
Macaroni
400 g

Redpath Golden
Yellow or Dark Brown 
Sugar 1 kg

Mystic Power
Blue Soap
2x125 g

Jamaican Pride

Butter Bean
398 ml

Nu Chef

Vinegar

4 L

Governor's Choice 

Hot pepper Sauce
88 ml

Titus Sardine

In Soya Oil
Assorted 125 g

449
each

2/330

Benjamin's 

Vanilla Flavoring
480 ml 349

each

HTB
Spice Bun
340 g

Shavuot 
Soursoap Leaf
Herbal Tea 20's

Grace

Peanut Punch
240 ml

199

199

199

199 349

each

each

each each

89¢
each

99¢

99¢ 2/
$3

Strongmor

Garbage Bag
30's

each

2/
$5

2/
$3

Excelsior Cinnamon 
Water Crackers
356 g

Dunn's River

Parboiled Rice
8 kg 1199

199 299
each each

each

each

69¢
each299

each

each

Supligen Meal Supplement
Peanut or Seamoss Flavour 
330 ml
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Lawrence Ave. E .

Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd.

416-439-6397
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Sheppard Ave. E .

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Glidden Rd.

Danforth Food Market
 144 Kennedy Road
            South

289-298-0399
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er
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.

Stafford Dr.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

Steeles Ave. W.

Finch Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr.

416-740-9870Albion Road

S
il
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er

st
o

n
e 

D
r.
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ar

ti
n
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ro

v
e 

R
d

.

Store Hours
Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday 9 am to 9 pm
Sunday 9 am to 8 pm

Danforth Food Market
1225 Dundas St.
Dixie & Dundas
Missisauga
905-949-9990

D
ix

ie
 R

d
.

Bloor St. E.

C
aw

tr
a 

R
d

.

Dundas St. E.

Store Hours
Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm
Fri.-Sat. 9 am to 9  pm
Sunday 9 am to 6 pm

K
ee

le
 S

t.

Sheppard Ave. W .

Finch Ave. W.

Danforth
Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

ore Hours
onday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
turday 8 am to 9 pm
nday 9 am to 7 pm

Five Locations To Serve You Better
ough we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the right to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Specials in Effect Thu. Jan. 9th
until Wed. Jan 15 th, 2025

Delicious Jamaican Dish

Fresh Seafood Catches

rom

lb as is

Fresh 
Lane Snapper

$499 $799
lb as is

Fresh 
Doctor Fish

Under New Management

lb as is
$699

Fresh
Golden Groupers

Salted
Beef Short Ribs

$599
lb

Frozen Fu Yang
31/40 Headless
White Shrimps

500 g

999
Each

$299
lb

Burned 
Cow Feet

Fresh Cassava

2299
5 kg box

Frozen
Chicken Wings

Fresh Large
Chicken Feet

$199
lb 

Grown From Australia

Free Range
Goat Meat

$499
lb Frozen

$499
lb

Large
Salted Fish

299
lb

resh Organic

inger
Green or Ripe

Plantain

179
lb

ROM

.99lb

$399
lb

Frozen Centre Cut
Beef Shank

199

Frozen Good Taste

Mixed Vegetable

750 g

each

Fresh or Frozen
Sub Oxtail

$299
lb

$599
lb

Jamaica’s Choice Double
Smoked Turkey

$699
lb as is

Fresh Florida 
Red Snappers

Frozen
King Fish Steaks

$699
lb
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At the Christmas 
Service at Life Spring 
Ministries Church on the 
East Coast of Demerara, 
President Dr. Mohamed 

the government’s 
commitment to 
building a united and 
equitable Guyana, where 
prosperity and equality 
are accessible to all.

Addressing the 
congregation, President 
Ali emphasised that the 
government’s focus is 
on the nation’s most 
vulnerable populations, 
ensuring that no one is 
left behind as the country 
progresses toward a 
brighter, more inclusive 
future.

true spirit of Christmas, 
President Ali reminded 
attendees that love, 
often associated with the 
holiday season, should 
be a constant guiding 
force in the daily lives 

of every Guyanese. 
“Love should not be 
seasonal,” he said. “It 
must be ingrained 
in our hearts and 

actions as a people.”
The president 

elaborated on his 
vision for the country’s 
future, stating that the 

aim to unite the people 
and address the needs 

of those most in need. 
“Our commitment as 
a government is to 
foster love and unity, 
ensuring the long-
term sustainability 
and prosperity of our 
nation,” he said.

He also stressed 
the importance of 

in achieving these 
goals. “Building a 
prosperous Guyana 
requires all of us 
to come together, 
to show patience, 
kindness, and a 
collective sense of 
responsibility,” the 
president stated.

Citing key 
government initiatives, 
including the $100,000 

an aggressive housing 
programme, President 
Ali reinforced that 
tangible support is being 
provided to improve 
the lives of citizens, 
particularly those in 
vulnerable communities. 
“When you patiently 
await the love, you 
will receive it,” he 
remarked.

The president’s 
message underscored 
his administration’s 
ongoing work to promote 
unity, equality, and a 
brighter future for every 
Guyanese family.
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On Christmas Day, 
President Dr. Mohamed 

the government’s 
commitment to 
the Dharm Shala, 
announcing a $1 
million contribution to 
support the institution’s 
operations.

President Ali visited 
the Dharm Shala, a 
home for the elderly that 
provides care to people 
of all backgrounds, 
to partake in the 
Christmas festivities. 
He commended the 
dedication of Managing 
Head Kella Ramsaroop 
and Vice President 

Pamela Ramsaroop, 

their tireless work in 
supporting the elderly.

“We’re going to 
continue to support 
this institution,” 
President Ali stated. “I 
will try to see how I 
can make two other 
interventions during 
the course of the year 
that will support the 
institution.”

Recognising the 
unique challenges 
faced by the elderly, 
particularly in terms of 
family and community 
support, President 
Ali emphasised 

the importance of 
providing adequate 
care. He stressed that 
the residents of the 
Dharm Shala are valued 
members of society and 
deserve respect and 
support.

In addition to the 

President Ali distributed 
toys to children in the 
community, spreading 
holiday cheer.

Vice President 
of the Dharm Shala, 
Pamela Ramsaroop, 
expressed gratitude for 
the continued support. 
Despite the challenges 
of maintaining an over 
100-year-old institution, 
the Dharm Shala 

remains dedicated to 
its mission of providing 
free services to those in 
need. With 11 locations 
across the country, 

essential services such as 
meals, accommodation, 
and social and religious 
support to its residents.

Founded in 1921 
by Pandit Ramsaroop 
Maharaj, the Dharm 
Shala embodies 
a commitment to 
humanitarian service. 
Today, it continues to 
serve the community 
under the leadership 
of his granddaughters, 
Pamela and Kella 
Ramsaroop.
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Chateau Margot on the East Coast of Demerara

Chateau Margot on the East Coast of Demerara

Chateau Margot on the East Coast of Demerara

Chateau Margot on the East Coast of Demerara

Chateau Margot on the East Coast of Demerara

President Ali with residents of the Dharm Shala (Home 
of Benevolence for all races) in Albouystown.

President Ali with residents of the Dharm Shala (Home 
of Benevolence for all races) in Albouystown.

President Ali with residents of the Dharm Shala (Home 
of Benevolence for all races) in Albouystown.

President Ali with residents of the Dharm Shala (Home 
of Benevolence for all races) in Albouystown.

President Ali with residents of the Dharm Shala (Home 
of Benevolence for all races) in Albouystown.
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THREE days after revealing his in-

tention to step down as T&T Prime Min-

ister, Dr Keith Rowley announced on 

January 6 that Minister of Energy and 

Minister in the Office of the Prime Min-

ister Stuart Young will replace him as 

head of the government. 

Speaking to reporters during a news 

conference at the close of the govern-

ment’s two-day parliamentary retreat at 

the Tobago Plantations, Magdalena 

Grand Beach & Golf Resort, Lowlands, 

Tobago, Rowley said deciding on his re-

placement as prime minister, and the 

way forward for the People's National 

Movement (PNM), were some of the 

main items on the agenda over the past 

two days. 

He said Young, who has served in 

various capacities as a government min-

ister over the past ten years, received the 

majority of support from the party’s par-

liamentary caucus. 

“Once a vacancy arises with respect 

to the appointment of a prime minister, 

it falls to the President to respond to that 

by making an appointment on the per-

son, who, in the President’s view, com-

mands the majority in the House,” 

Rowley said, adding the provisions are 

contained in Section 76 of the Constitu-

tion. 

“So we, as a caucus, as a PNM in 

the house (of Representatives), we dis-

cussed at length and in the end, we came 

up with a situation where the entire 

PNM caucus is in support of Member of 

Parliament Stuart Young, MP for Port of 

Spain North/St Ann’s West. And we are 

very pleased to announce that the prom-

ise of a smooth transition is going ac-

cording to plan.” 

Rowley said the PNM was a very 

stable and democratic organisation. 

“In this case, the President would 

be guided by the expectation of the cau-

cus and there would be no discrepancy 

between what the President thinks as 

against what others may think as to who 

has the majority of support in the 

House.” 

Responding to his appointment in a 

post of his Facebook page, Young, who 

turns 50 on February 9, thanked his par-

liamentary colleagues for the confidence 

expressed in him. 

He also thanked Rowley for his 

“continued and exemplary leadership in 

guiding through this historic process.” 

Young said he was proud to be a 

member of the PNM and looks forward 

to working tirelessly “not only with all 

of our members but also with all citi-

zens...as we continue working towards 

the building of our country and ensuring 

its future success.” 

During the news conference, Row-

ley said apart from Young, Minister of 

Planning and Development and Arima 

MP Pennelope Beckles-Robinson had 

also thrown her hat into the ring, but did 

not get the majority support. 

There was speculation that PNM 

general secretary and Minister of Youth 

Development and National Service Fos-

ter Cummings might also have been in 

the running. 

Rowley declined to say how many 

parliamentarians voted for Young but 

expressed confidence in his ability to 

lead the government. “Minister Young 

has been in the government for about ten 

years, operating first out of the Office of 

the Prime Minister, where he would 

have seen the government close up and 

would have participated in the govern-

ment. I have seen him at work on many 

very detailed and technical assignments 

and he has not only done the job, but has 

distinguished himself.” 

Rowley to resign as T&T PM, Stuart 
Young named as successor

Stuart Young will be the first PNM leader who isn’t of African descent
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CHARLEY’S
CARIBBEAN

CUISINE

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

Not sure how much food you need? We’ll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-

mize your cost. 
Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make

this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice

Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. 
Actual Review from Yellow Pages

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

For all your catering
needs
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