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Marco Rubio assures Ali of US support for Guyana

Guyana’s President Dr. Irfaan Ali
and the new United States Secretary of
State, Marco Rubio engaged each other
on Monday.

In a statement, Mr. Rubio’s
spokesperson Tammy Bruce said the
two leaders spoke to address the crisis
of illegal migration and “agreed to
jointly address this regional imperative
and challenge.”

Importantly, it was noted: “The
Secretary affirmed the United States’
steadfast support of Guyana’s territorial
integrity in the face of Nicolds Maduro
and his cronies’ bellicose actions.”

Late last year, Guyana’s Vice Pres-
ident Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo said the gov-
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ernment expects “strong solidarity”
from Florida Senator, Marco Rubio
who then nominated by United States
President- elect Donald Trump to lead
the State Department.

“He is aware of the Venezuela
issue and we expect strong solidarity
from him and President Trump, the US
administration on the Guyana/
Venezuela border controversy that is
now before the International Court of
Justice,” Vice President Jagdeo said
then.

The border controversy case is
squarely before the ICJ. Both parties
are participating in the case.

Guyana hopes for a full, final and
binding judgement that the border be-
tween the two states was settled after
the 1899 Arbitral Award and a reaffir-
mation that the Essequibo region be-
longs to Guyana.

Full story on Page 21
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The CARICOM Caucus of Am-
bassadors at the Organization of
American States (OAS) strongly reaf-
firms its unanimous endorsement of
minister Albert Ramdin of Suriname
as the CARICOM candidate for Sec-
retary-General of the Organization at
the election on March 10, 2025.

As Suriname’s minister of for-
eign affairs, international business,
and international cooperation, minister
Ramdin has faced the pressing chal-
lenges of governance, development,
human rights, democracy, and security
in the Western Hemisphere. He has
extensive experience in navigating the
complex realities confronting hemi-
spheric governments, including those
in Latin America and the Caribbean.
His deep understanding of these issues
positions him uniquely to lead the
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OAS during this pivotal time.

Minister Ramdin is deeply com-
mitted to reforming the OAS in col-
laboration with member states,
addressing financial and administra-
tive challenges while enhancing its
relevance and impact. His leadership
will prioritize consensus-building
among member states, narrowing divi-
sions and fostering collective re-
sponses to the region’s shared
challenges.

Despite CARICOM comprising
44 percent of the OAS membership,
no Secretary-General has ever come
from the Caribbean. Minister
Ramdin’s election would mark a his-
toric recognition of the region’s con-
tributions while ensuring the OAS is
guided by a leader with the vision, ex-
perience, and diplomatic expertise to
reinvigorate the organization and ad-
dress the needs of all member states.

The CARICOM Caucus of Am-
bassadors strongly believes that Min-
ister Ramdin’s election will strengthen
the OAS and benefit the entire West-
ern Hemisphere. We urge all OAS
member states to support his candi-
dacy.
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| CAN WALK
BAREFOOT ON THE
BEACH AGAIN!

| ocal acupuncture clinic is treating the untreatabile,

Pain comas in many shapes and
siras. One of the most debilitating
being the burning and tingling that
comes with peripharal neurcpathy.
A disease that comes with years of
shooting,  stabhing  pain  that
gradually  ands in numbnass,
balance problams, and on occasion,
amputations. A disease that was
ancea classified as irreparable.

Michasl R, of East York was facing
such a fate,

“I stopped golfing. lwasn’t
taking walks on the beach with
my wife. | was living on
gabapentin and
antidepressants and
everywhere | went, my doctor,
the specialists, the pain
institute, told me there was no
cure. How are you supposed to
live your life knowing that
everyday brings pain and
suffaring?”

Paripheral neuropathy is a result of
damage o the nerves, commanly
causad by a lack of blood flow to tha
hands and fest. This causes narves
to begin to degenerate due to a lack
of nukrient flow, Most peripheral
neurcpathy  sufferars  experiance
heightened sensitivity to  touch
making it almost impossible for
those diagnosad to ewven wear
shoas, much less enjoy life.

“It was like walking on sharp river
rocks. | barely lefl my recliner” shares
Michael whose experience 5 not
uncoemmon for those diagnosed with
peripheral noropathy.

That is until he found Teresa Lau of
LS Medicine in Hiverdale, Toronto.
Teresa and her staff have pioneered &
cutting edge, medical solution to
treat neurapathy, eliminate ar greatly
recuce its symptoms and give people
their lives back. And theyre daing it
without the use of prescription
medications and invasive surgeries.

incredible  at
restaring blood flow and stimulating
damaged nerves, preventing them
from dying off” tells Tarasa Lau, "We
taka our treatments a step further by
inteqgrating ATP FHesonance Bio
Tharapy™ which fargets specific
nerves in the  bhody  using
microcurrent, ATP tharapy is like
watering o plant, This treatment will
stimulate the blood vessels to grow
back around the perpheral narvas
and provide them with the proper
nutrients 1o heal and repair,”

“Acupuncture s

Thrae months later Michasl

is thrilled with his progress,

“I can walk barefoot on the
beach again!™

peripheral neuropathy with incredible results!

Success stories like Michasl's are
el alypical Tor the slall at TLC
Medicing “We have a D0% success
rate at treating neuropathy,” shares
lTeresa.

The number of treatments needed
to allow the nerves o fully recover
wiill vary from persan to persan and
can only be determined after a
detailed neuralogical and vascular
avaluation. 5o lang as you have not
sustained more than 85% naervo
damage TIL.C Madicine offers hapa
where thare once was nona.

While Michaal's paripheral
nauropathy was idiopathic, meaning
the cause iz unknown, Teresa’s
treatment can  also help people
whose neurgpathy  is caused by
dlabetes ar chemotherapy.

“We have seen trameandous
success in treating
neurcpathy of all types
through very personalized
treatmants, specifically
tallored to treat each
individual case.”

To schedule a consultation and
complete evaluation, call (416!
461 - 05681 but do so quickly
because TLC Medicine Is taking a
limited numbser af ey
nauropathy patients.

Visit www.TLC-Medicine.ca to learn more

and to take advantage of their NEW PATIENT OFFER!
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Newest B'dos Centenarian Justica
Walters Believes In Living A Good Life

“You have to live a good life” to
reach 100! Barbados’ newest centenar-
ian Justica Walters gave this advice to
family and friends, who gathered on Jan-
uary 24, 2025, to celebrate her special
milestone.

Also present for the occasion was
the President of Barbados, Her Excel-
lency, The Most Honourable Dame San-
dra Mason.

Responding to a query from Her
Excellency about what a good life is,
Mrs. Walters said it means living “a
Christian life”. She added: “I worked
pretty hard.... Praise the Lord for the
time.... He was very good to me.”

Her son, Robert Walters, shared
that his mother, who outlived her five
siblings, had it hard. He said: “The years
growing up was pretty difficult.... The
wages were low; my mother worked
very hard during the early years.” He
disclosed that his mother, in her earlier
days of work, sold pot fish, walking
from Maxwell to Edey Village, Christ
Church, and back.

Robert also said his mother worked
as a cook, and for long hours. “She
worked as a cook in the hotel industry or
sometimes for private homes or even
some ambassadors back in the day. I
know for sure there was times when
mum would start working from the
morning and wouldn’t come off not until
9 o’clock...the night,” he said.

He said her long hours as a cook at
the homes where she worked were often
as a result of the dinners running late
into the night. Recalling those days, he
said: “Folks are chatting while she wants
to go home; chatting...because they are
eating late...and having a good time
with their cocktails, while mum wanted
to finish off the dinner and clean the
kitchen to get home to her family.”

Mr. Walters, noted that his mother,
at age 98, was still writing her own gro-
cery lists with perfect spelling, even
though her educational opportunities
were limited. “Mum was very adamant
about education. She even mentioned to
me that at one time...she was one of the
top students but because of being poor
she was not able to go to high school in
those days,” he said.

One of the centenarian’s daughters,
Paulette Walters-Beckles, who relocated
to Barbados to care for her mother,
thanked her mother for “working so hard
for us and loving us all”” and for insisting
that the family attend church every Sun-
day.

Mrs. Walters-Beckles remarked: “I
thank my mum for all she did for me and
for all of us and for raising us up in the
right way and for taking us to the Pil-
grim Holiness Church in Maxwell Hill
for so many years, and she is amazing...
. Thank you, mum, for being my teacher
and my friend.”

Another daughter, Betty Walters,
also thanked the centenarian for encour-
aging her to pursue educational oppor-
tunities. She shared: “My mum and |
lived a long time in Canada.... She is
very blessed.... I want to thank her for
her encouragement; she has been such
an encouragement to me with my aca-
demics. She was always there for me
when I was at Girls” Foundation (now
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entenarian Justica Walters (seated left) with four of her children (standing left to right) Paulette Walters-Beckles,
Tyronne Walters, Betty Walters and Robert Walters (seated).

Christ Church Foundation School); she
would show up and support me and she
would help me with my exams and
tests....”

Also paying tribute to his mother,
Tyronne Walters thanked her for focus-
ing on their educational pursuits and for
instilling in them a desire to want to
“know the Lord”.

“She would get those clothes out
and iron them and have them all ready
and we had to go to Sunday School, and
we certainly appreciate that. She was al-
ways there for us,” he said.

Noting that his mother also set the
example of taking care of “her health
and her family’s health”, he shared that
he and his siblings are “here for her”.

Growing up in Maxwell, Christ
Church, Mrs. Walters attended the St.
Lawrence Girls’ School, also in Christ
Church. After leaving school, she sold
pot fish, and eventually worked as a do-
mestic at the Southern Palms Hotel in
Christ Church, private homes, and the
Grantley Adams International Airport.

After retirement, she enjoyed trav-
elling and spending time with her chil-

dren, dancing, and attending church
services. She is in good health overall,
and her favourite foods are soup, mut-
ton, baked chicken, pot fish, and cou
cou.

Grateful for Dame Sandra’s visit,
Mrs. Walters remarked: “I want to thank
you” to which Her Excellency replied:
“I want to thank you for having me.”
Mrs. Walters, a widower, was married to
Albert Walters. She had six children
(one deceased), seven grandchildren,
and 12 great-grandchildren.
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409 Guyanese re-migrated in 2024, says
Foreign Minister Todd

The growing trust in Guyana’s eco-
nomic and political climate has been
demonstrated with the remigration of
409 Guyanese to their homeland in
2024. During the opening day of the
2025 Budget debates on Friday, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and International Co-
operation, Hugh Todd highlighted that
the majority of these re-migrants hailed
from countries such as the United States
(US), United Kingdom (UK), Canada
and various nations in the Caribbean.

Todd said that the government,
under the leadership of President Dr Ir-
faan Ali, continues to aggressively pur-
sue the involvement of the diaspora
community in the national development.

The Foreign Minister said, “In
2024, Guyana undertook more than 15
diaspora engagements in approximately
eight jurisdictions. We will continue to
engage with Guyanese living abroad to
encourage their involvement in the na-
tional development process.” He also
pointed out that the ease and efficiency
with which Guyanese nationals are now
able to return to their home country is a
direct result of the administration’s ef-
forts to streamline the re-migration
process.

“The remigration unit continues to
process applications within seven work-
ing days. This represents one-third of the
processing time under the ANPU+AFC
[A Partnership for National Unity/Al-
liance for Change] government,” Minis-
ter Todd remarked during his speech.

He further shared that since the
PPP/C took office in August 2020, the
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RE-MIGRATING
TO GUYANA

All you need to know about
re-migrating to Guyanal!

For more information on the
Re-migrant Scheme contact us via

remigration@minfor.gov.gy

@ (592} 226-1606-8 Ext: 339/340

The Remigration Unit is providing information for people in the Disapora looking to move to Guyana

government has processed approxi-
mately 2,000 qualified re-migrant appli-
cations, a significant achievement that
reflects the growing trend of Guyanese
nationals returning to their homeland.
“This highlights the trust and confidence
of the diaspora in the PPP/C govern-
ment,” he emphasised.

The Diaspora and Remigration
Unit within the ministry continues to
play an essential role in processing ap-
plications expeditiously. For those wish-

i g

= o e ¥ i
-I
’

ing to apply for re-migrant status, the re-
quired documentation and step-by-step
guidelines are readily available on the
ministry’s official website, as well as on
the websites of Guyanese Embassies and
High Commissions located overseas.
The Re-migrant Scheme of the Govern-
ment of Guyana is administered by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation in conjunction with
the Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA).
The ministry is responsible for deter-
mining and granting re-migrant status
while the GRA administers the tax ex-
emptions.

To qualify for re-migrant status, a
Guyanese citizen must meet certain cri-
teria. The individual must be at least 18
years old, have lived legally overseas for
a minimum of five consecutive years,
and intend to return to Guyana or a
Guyanese graduate who has completed
their studies at an institution abroad and
resided overseas for a minimum of three
years and is now returning to Guyana to
reside. Upon meeting these conditions,

the applicant qualifies for all tax exemp-
tions offered by the GRA under the Re-
migrant Scheme.

In his 2025 budget speech, Finance
Minister Dr. Ashni Singh emphasised
the government’s commitment to in-
volving the diaspora community in
Guyana’s national development. He said
the administration worked to reverse
changes to the re-migrant scheme, stat-
ing that engaging the diaspora is crucial
to maximising the potential of the coun-
try’s human resources. To date, he said,
the government has worked to enhance
services to the diaspora through the re-
vival of the Diaspora Unit and the re-es-
tablishment of stakeholder engagement
programmes. Several fruitful engage-
ments with the diaspora in recent times,
the Virtual Diaspora Conference in
2021, webinars on remigration and in-
vestment in 2023, and job fairs held in
Suriname, Trinidad and New York in
2024.

These, the Minister noted, have re-
sulted in significantly higher interests in
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It’s no secret that most people and
countries around the world are appre-
hensive over the term of US President
Donald Trump, none more so than
those living without documents in the
USA, some for decades.

Others, like Canadians, are wor-
ried about his threatened tariffs and
what that might mean for us going for-
ward in terms of cost of living and the
overall economy.

But it’s all doom and gloom. At
least one country is welcoming Trump
with open arms: Guyana.

The country, which has been under
threat from neighbouring Venezuela
which has been threatening to annex
the Eseequibo region, can now rest as-
sured that it has the US in its corner.

Trump is no fan of Venezuelan
President Nicolas Maduro, who has
been leading the sabre rattling against
Guyana.

Indeed, in his first few days in of-
fice, Trump has maintained his position
from his first term, that Maduro is a
dictator.

He has imposed new sanctions on
Maduro and his government, and in
coming days is expected to review the
licence granted to American oil giant
Chevron to expand its oil operations in

MAWTANING THE FERFECT BALANCE
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The Trump Factor

Venezuela in order to recoup debt owed
to it.

Venezuela has enjoyed some eco-
nomic benefits from the Chevron
arrangement.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio a
long-time Maduro critic, and Richard
Grenell, a former intelligence chief
who is Trump's envoy for special mis-
sions are expected to recommend the
termination of Chevron’s arrangement
in an effort to tighten the screws on
Maduro.

Rubio, meanwhile, has met with
President Irfaan Ali to assure him that
the US has Guyana’s back in its fight
with Venezuela. This was seen as an
important step to show that the Trump
administration will continue to protect
Guyana’s -- and its own -- interests, as
the major players in Guyana’s oil and
gas industries are American.

The moves on Venezuela, how-
ever, could spell bad news for another
Caribbean country: Trinidad and To-
bago, which has been depending on a
deal made with Maduro to jointly de-
velop the Dragon gas field in an effort
to boost its economy.

Trump’s sanctions on Venezuela
could kill that deal before it starts and
leave T&T in economic trouble.

More than that, Trump has already
started deporting members of a deadly
Venezuelan gang which has extensive
operations in T&T.

According to veteran Trinidadian
journalist Ken Ali, “United States Pres-
ident Donald Trump has taken decisive
action against a deadly Venezuelan
criminal group that has committed
major crimes in Trinidad and Tobago.

“The Government of Dr. Keith
Rowley was advised of the dreadful un-
derworld activities of Tren de Aragua
since 2020 but ignored intelligence re-
ports.

“The brutal gangsters have com-
mitted murders, extortions, kidnap-
pings, vehicle thefts, human, gun and
drug trafficking, contraband trade, and
other crimes in T&T.

“Trump has branded the group an
international terrorist organisation
under the Alien Enemies Act, allowing
US authorities to make arrests, deport
members, and seize bank accounts and
other assets.”

Ali continued, “Canadian security
expert Dr. Justine Pierre, who was re-
tained by Caricom, said in 2020 the
gang’s presence “should be a national
security concern,” since the criminals
could “destabilise” the country. Pierre

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

said the gangsters, whom he described
as “powerful in Venezuela,” accompany
undocumented migrants.

“They send women and children
first,” and, “in some cases, they are part
of the trip with them.”

“He said the criminals were
“teaming up with local gangs.”

Pierre said T&T was at the centre
of a child trafficking and illegal adop-
tion ring involving Venezuelan chil-
dren.

Other reports tell of Tren de
Aragua cells in various Venezuelan
towns organising smuggling, drug traf-
ficking, and other crimes with T&T.

When members of this gang are
sent back home, it is clear that they will
set their sights on T&T as their new
base of operations, and this could be a
disaster for a small country already
grappling with historically high murder
rates.

There’s no doubt, then, that while
Trump’s presidency is good news for
one, it’s bad news for another. As the
old people used to say, “Seepaul’s luck
is not Gopaul’s luck.”

We’ll be keeping an eye on devel-
opments as they happen.

Sugar is in good hands thanks to President Ali

Dear Editor,

I WRITE to express my heartfelt
gratitude for the investments and unwa-
vering support that your administration
has shown towards the sugar industry.
As a proud sugar worker, I have wit-
nessed firsthand the challenges faced by
our industry, particularly in the East
Canje area and your commitment to its
revival has given us renewed hope.

The decision to invest in the mod-
ernisation of factories, the reopening of
estates and the introduction of sustain-
able practices is not just an economic
boost, but also a lifeline for thousands

of workers and their families. For many
of us, the sugar industry is more than a
job, it is our heritage and the backbone
of our communities.

Your efforts have not only provided
us with stable employment, but have
also restored dignity and pride to our
livelihoods. It is encouraging to see your
focus on innovation and diversification
within the industry, ensuring its long-
term viability while safeguarding the
livelihoods of workers like myself.

On behalf of my family and fellow
workers, I extend our deepest gratitude
to you for prioritising our welfare and

for recognising the importance of the
sugar industry in Guyana’s economy.
We pledge our dedication to working
hard and contributing to the success of
this sector, knowing that we have a

government that stands by us.
Thank you for believing in us.
Yours faithfully,

Sugar Worker

Send us your letters

Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have
an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit
your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com.

Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-
sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-
formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the
writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.
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Bars and restaurants gird themselves for
looming booze battle with the USA

A

Bars and restaurants in Ottawa are
gearing up for a cross-border booze bat-
tle.

Ontario Premier Doug Ford said
last week he'll ban the sale of American
liquor and wine at LCBO stores if the
U.S. follows through with President
Donald Trump's 25 per cent tariff threat.

"l have sent a direction to the
LCBO, if these tariffs come, to clear off
every bit of U.S. alcohol off the
shelves," Ford said last week. "Let's start
promoting more Ontario-made wines
and the vodkas and spirits."

The threat sent Jeremy Gaulin rac-
ing to stock up. He's the beverage direc-
tor for Mati Inc.,
restaurants on Preston Street.

"I kind of freaked out when I found
out, dropped what I was doing, ran to an
LCBO and cleared off the shelves just in
case," Gaulin told CBC's Ottawa Morn-
ing. "We don't know how long this battle
will last, so we decided to be prepared."

Gaulin said customers want Amer-

owner of several

ican wine and liquor, particularly bour-
bon — and that's good for his own
bottom line.

"Bourbon and U.S. spirits have
kind of a cult following. The profit mar-
gins on, especially Napa Valley wines,
are very high," he explained.

Nor is it a simple matter of replac-
ing one for the other, he said.

"Canadian whiskey is amazing, but
when people think of an Old Fashioned,
they think of bourbon. That's a very big
seller for us."

Ivan Gedz had a different reaction
to Ford's ultimatum. The owner of
Union Local 613 on Somerset Street W.
sees it as a potential opportunity to in-
troduce patrons to something new.

"I think it's an opportunity for peo-
ple to grab it by its horns and shift and
maybe try different things," said Gedz.
"We're very monkey see, monkey do ...
because our buddy is drinking bourbon,
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American liquor brands such as Jack Daniel's could disappear from LCBO shelves

well
then I need to drink bourbon."

Gedz pointed out there are excel-
lent whiskeys from other countries in-
cluding Japan, and said he hasn't sipped
a Californian Cabernet in 10 years.

"There's a plethora of wines not
only from Canada but from Europe that
I would argue are vastly superior," he
said. "I get why people like [U.S. wines]
but ...
drink something else."

everybody can get over it and

While he agrees, Gaulin said cus-
tomers want what they want, and he
worries Ford's plan to fight tariffs could
hurt his bottom line.

"Unfortunately, when it comes to
California wines, they hit on all the notes
that a lot of people are looking for.
Sometimes the customer doesn't want to
be challenged. They like what's comfort-
able," he said. "At the end of the day, we
want to keep the lights on and we want

Ontario Premier Doug Ford

to
keep our guests happy."

American producers also don't
want this fight to escalate, warning that
"tit-for-tat" tariffs will cost American
jobs.

"We hope [Canada] will consider
not responding in kind," said Chris
Swonger, president and CEO of the Dis-
tilled Spirits Council of the United
States. (CBC)
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Miscalculation, misleading
interpretation of debt burden

Nl L2

Incorrect calculation & misleading
interpretation of increased debt burden
per household by opposition spokesper-
son on finance: Increased public debt
burden per household in nominal terms
offset by tax reliefs and subsidies per
household in real terms

The APNU/AFC'’s spokesperson
on finance in the National Assembly
contends that the PPP/C Gov’t will add
some $5.9 million in debt per house-
hold. First off, her calculation is incor-
rect, which is dealt with hereunder. It is
important to note that the increase in
debt burden per household would only
be realized in a real sense if the in-
crease in debt is accompanied by in-
crease in taxes. However, this has not
been the case. In fact, the PPP/C Gov’t
has been offsetting the increase in debt
burden per household with tax reliefs
and both direct and indirect subsidies
per household.

Secondly, in my calculation, |
chose 2021 as the base year and not
2020. Reason being, the total public
debt stock was unlawfully understated
by the APNU-AFC between 2015-2020
by over $100 billion, inter alia, the
Bank of Guyana overdraft. In 2021, the
PPP/C Gov’t remedied this financial il-
legality by converting the overdraft
into treasury bills, which was then
added to the total stock of debt. As
such, the total public debt is projected
to increase by $1.163 trillion by the end
of 2025 from where it was in 2021.
Therefore, with a total household of ap-
proximately 300k, the increase in the
debt burden per household works out to
$3.9 million albeit in nominal terms.
This means that the opposition finance
spokesperson overstated her estimate
by $2 million.

As established earlier, the increase
in the debt burden is in nominal terms
per household, which is offset in real
terms by tax reliefs, subsidies and indi-
rect subsidies as well as measures to in-

crease disposable household income by
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the PPP/C Gov’t, vis-a-vis, reduction in
taxes. To this end, net disposable in-
come is projected to increase by $288.8
billion by the end of 2025 to reach an
estimated $415.7 billion from $126.9
billion in 2020 (calculations are based
on the personal income tax data and the
effective tax rate).

Additionally, the indirect Cost of
Living (CoL) measures aggregate to an
estimated $324 billion, giving rise to a
combined total of $612.8 billion in-
crease in household income coupled
with household direct and indirect sub-
sidies. The 50% anticipated reduction
in electricity cost by the end of the year
when the Gas-to-Energy (GtE) project
is realized will add another $20 billion
in savings, adding to disposable income
at the household level. Altogether,
these measures translate to approxi-
mately $2.1 million per household.

In summary, the increased debt per
household as alluded to by the opposi-

tion spokesperson amounts to $3.9 mil-
lion per household and not $5.9 mil-
lion. Be that as it may, this is a nominal
increase in the sense that it is not actu-
ally realized such that the tax burden
per household has not increased to
service the national debt. The fact is
that the PPP/C Government has re-
duced taxes, which means that each
household will benefit from tax reliefs
per household of approximately $2.1

million in real terms.

EQUALITY NEWS

IFERER -
" L1

Joel Bhagwandin

RS RS

S
=gy

.4

ErL L1
e -] |
SJENETE
gl 1
Rt 1
L AEEEFR

[
| |
|
"
|

(Note: This demonstration was
merely to show that the fiscal measures
in the budget together with the strategic
investments in the various sectors and
projects: how these would translate to
net household benefit, offsetting nomi-
nal household debt. There is a menu of
other measures and other factors ex-

cluded from this analysis, which would

significantly add to the net household
benefit).
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Leading Mexican oil & gas company Gold
sponsor for Guyana Energy Conference

THE Guyana Energy Conference
and Supply Chain Expo (GECSCE) is
pleased to welcome Cotemar SA de CV
onboard as a Gold Sponsor for the 2025
edition of our flagship event.

Cotemar is a leading Mexican com-
pany that provides services related to de-
veloping offshore oil fields through
specialised vessels. It performs mainte-
nance and rehabilitation of platforms and
process centres in offshore facilities. It
also provides catering and accommoda-
tion services and supports vessels, trans-
port operations, and specialised services.

Additionally, it is a key provider in
the supply chain industry and a manufac-
turer of steel components for the oil, gas,
and industrial sectors. The company was
incorporated in 1979 and is based in Ciu-
dad del Carmen, Campeche, Mexico. It
has over 5,500 employees and over 15
vessels to offer comprehensive solutions.

Since 2016, this leading company
has been working on the onshore oil ex-
ploration and production through its sub-
sidiary, Lifting de México. It is the first
private company to extract hydrocarbons
and explore oil fields for potential future
exploitation and the only one in the sec-
tor to be funded exclusively with Mexi-
can capital.

GECSCE Chairman, Mr. Anthony
Whyte, commended Cotemar for its con-
siderable support of the region’s most

One of Cotemar’s state-of-the-art semi-submersible platforms

innovation and dedication drive its vi-
sion to transform the industry and create
lasting impact.

to facilitating discussions to integrate its
advanced technologies and strategies
within the local market.

To learn more about this ground-

breaking Mexican company and its un-
wavering commitment to excellence,
visit www.cotemar.com or email con-
tact@cotemar.com.mx. Discover how

dynamic energy conference and expo.
Mr. Whyte said, “While Guyana
has been considered the world’s fastest-

growing economy for five consecutive
years, sustaining this incredible growth
trajectory will necessitate forging con-
nections with experienced global part-
ners. I am therefore pleased to welcome
Cotemar on board. It will not only be
able to interface with leaders within
Guyana’s booming oil and gas sector,
but certainly, it can share its expertise
and showcase its technological prowess
to authorities.”

The Chairman concluded, “I wish
Cotemar every success in its participa-
tion. It will set new benchmarks for pri-
vate sector partnerships between our
nations.”

Cotemar is committed to strength-
ening and developing the energy indus-
try and Mexico’s well-being. The
company provides comprehensive solu-
tions for offshore exploration and pro-
duction (E&P), adhering to stringent
national and international standards for
safety, quality, environmental protection,
and health. True to its philosophy of
being “one stop to get it done and done
right,” the company has earned the trust
of'its clients, positioning itself as the go-
to partner.

The Guyana Energy Conference
and Supply Chain reiterates appreciation
for Cotemar’s support and looks forward

Drug trade straining secu rlty forces

Minister of Home Affairs Robeson Benn on Monday
told the National Assembly that the drug trafficking situa-
tion here is putting tremendous pressure on the security
sector.

During the debates on the 2025 National Budget the
minister told the House that there has been an increase of
transnational crime but it is not directly related to Guyana,
instead it is a result of the drug trade. “We are not the mar-
ketplace for the drugs. We are transit points, and the fact
that the drug trafficking activity and the criminality bring
tremendous pressures in relation to the security sphere. We
will continue to fight. We’re putting more money into this
effort, and we are working at continuing to bring down the
planes and to make the necessary seizures to deal with this
nefarious business,” Minister Benn told the House.

Speaking on narcotic seizures by the Guyana Police
Force, in 2024, Benn said there were 1463 seizures, 581 re-
ports, 1379 cases and 77 convictions. Trafficking in Per-
sons (TIP) saw 31 reports and six cases being made. “The
Customs Anti-Narcotics Unit made the significant seizure
of over 4000 kilograms of cocaine seen in our country over
the years, the Guyana Police Force, the Guyana Police
Force also seized after discovering particular types of sub-
mersible vessels, three vessels, which were being intended
for use for drug trafficking...” Benn said.

While there have been concerns in relation to the
crime rate in the country, Benn said over the last few years
“we have had a reduction in serious crimes by 12.2%.”
Referencing the comments of Former Minister Khemraj

Home Affairs Minister Robeson Benn

Ramjattan on domestic violence Minister Benn said that
last year they recorded 1535 reports of domestic violence
of which 911 cases were made and there were 167 convic-
tions, which is an increase from 2023.
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Minister Mustapha alongside Inter-American Development Bank Country Representative in Guyana, Lorena Solorzano-Salazar cutting the ribbon

Guyana launches $520M food-safety lab
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to drive agricultural transformation

GUYANA has achieved a new
standard of improving food quality and
public health with the launch of the
Guyana Food Safety Authority’s labo-
ratory and office at the Ministry of
Agriculture’s La Bonne Intention com-
plex on the East Coast of Demerara.

The state-of-the-art facility, com-
missioned by Agriculture Minister Zul-
fikar Mustapha on Saturday morning,
is a crucial part of the government’s
ongoing commitment to safeguarding
public health and promoting food
safety across the country.

The facility boasts some of the
best testing capabilities in Guyana, de-
signed to improve the quality of locally
produced food and protect the public’s
health. Dr Richard Blair, Adviser to the
Ministry of Agriculture, emphasised
the importance of food safety on a na-
tional scale.

“This commissioning is a commit-
ment on the part of the government of
Guyana to ensure that the food we pro-
duce, consume, and export meets the
highest safety standards. Food safety,
however, is not only about public
health—it is an integral part of our na-
tional development; it protects our citi-
zens and builds consumer trust,” he
explained.

Minister Mustapha addressed a
gathering of farmers, residents, and

other stakeholders, underscoring the
role of the laboratory in Guyana’s agri-
cultural transformation.

“This laboratory is a testament to
where we want the sector to move.
Guyana’s agricultural sector is under-
going rapid transformation,” he re-
marked. He further emphasised that the
facility has long been a goal for the
current administration, aimed at reduc-
ing and ensuring the quality of
Guyana’s food products.

“According to the World Health
Organization, around 600 million peo-
ple, almost one in every 10 in the
world, fall ill after eating contaminated
food. And almost 420,000 people die
from contaminated food annually. He
further added, “Our government wants
to ensure that food is safe, and as a re-
sult, we are strengthening the capabil-
ity of the Guyana Food Safety
Authority.’

The facility also supports
Guyana’s ambitious “25 by 2025 ini-
tiative, which aims to reduce the food-
importation bill for CARICOM by
25% by the end of 2025.

“To take advantage of the oppor-
tunities created by the 25 by 2025 ini-
tiative, we must reduce the food-import
bill by 25% by the end of this year
within CARICOM,” Minister
Mustapha stated. He urged farmers and

agro-processors to seize the opportuni-
ties presented by this initiative: “You,
the farmers and agro-processors here,
will need to fill the gaps created when
we reduce 25% of the imports into the
region.”

He also stressed Guyana’s grow-
ing role in the region’s food market.
“Guyana is becoming a regional food
hub and a leading player in the
Caribbean’s agri-food market. We have
seen a renewed interest, with more
people entering the agriculture sector.
The opportunities are abundant, not
just in Guyana, but in the region as a
whole,” he said.

Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) Country Representative in
Guyana, Lorena Solorzano-Salazar,
highlighted the collaboration between
the IDB and the Government of
Guyana in advancing food safety.

“This is a milestone in this collab-
oration with the Government of
Guyana, sharing a vision to ensure
food safety and public health in
Guyana. It’s not just about food; it im-
pacts several areas of the economy, in-
cluding the social sectors,” she said.

The facility was funded through a
partnership with the IDB, with more
than GY$520 million invested in out-
fitting the laboratory with state-of-the-
art equipment capable of testing a wide

range of commodities to ensure their
safety for consumption. This equip-
ment will also enable sophisticated
traceability studies and analyses, keep-
ing the country ahead in the rapidly
evolving global food-safety landscape.

This laboratory is part of the
larger Sustainable Agriculture Devel-
opment Programme, financed by the
IDB and implemented by the Govern-
ment of Guyana. Solorzano-Salazar
further elaborated, “It’s essential to es-
tablish high standards because today,
it’s not just about growing the prod-
ucts, but also about meeting the de-
mands of both international and local
markets. Consumers expect flexibility
and quality in what they eat and drink.”

Detailing the lab’s capabilities,
Solorzano-Salazar added, “This labora-
tory performs a variety of tests, includ-
ing contamination testing, authenticity
testing, and nutritional analysis. Food
safety laboratories worldwide are criti-
cal for trade because they ensure that
food products meet safety standards
and comply with regulations.” She also
pointed out the lab’s importance for ca-
pacity building, saying, “It’s key to
building the capacity of the authority to
meet national and international food-
safety standards, and it’s encouraging
to see students here—it’s also a learn-
ing lab.”
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Public, private healthcare systems
being strengthened - VP Jagdeo

The opposition’s criticisms of the
government’s strategy to ensure equi-
table healthcare for all have been rub-
bished by People’s Progressive Party
(PPP) General Secretary and the coun-
try’s Vice President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo.

At a recent news conference at
Freedom House, Jagdeo responded to
the opposition’s commentary regarding
the $1.38 trillion budget. He specifi-
cally addressed the concerns raised
about the healthcare sector, emphasiz-
ing the government’s comprehensive
plan to strengthen both public and pri-
vate healthcare systems.

Opposition members, such as Al-
liance for Change (AFC) Leader, Nigel
Hughes have made a series of claims in
relation to the government providing a
$10,000 Universal Healthcare Voucher
this year to every person in the country
to help finance a basic menu of medical
tests.

Although this intervention will
benefit some 500,000 individuals, it
was still met with fault-finding by the
opposition. In a Facebook post, Hughes
claimed that the investment being made
by the government is aimed at “fatten-
ing the wallets” of private healthcare
providers.

Not only did Dr Jagdeo reject this
but he also highlighted the shallowness
of this analysis. While Hughes claimed
that public hospitals “desperately” need
investment, the General Secretary
pointed to the positive trajectory that
the public healthcare system is under-
going because of the PPP’s interven-
tions.
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PPP General Secretary and Guyana’s Vice President, Dr Bharrat Jagdeo

One example of this is the 12 new
regional hospitals that will come on
stream shortly.

Further, he said that the services
provided in these hospitals will be up-
graded when it comes to management,
cutting-edge technology and staffing, to

name a few.

“So public healthcare will be up-
graded,” Jagdeo said.

However, he noted that this cannot
solve all of the problems within
Guyana’s healthcare system. Tax incen-
tives for private healthcare are benefi-

cial because they encourage investment
in infrastructure and services, improve
accessibility and quality of care and be-
cause of this, the government has given
tax incentives to private health facili-
ties, he said.

As a result, Guyanese have seen an
expansion in private healthcare. Speak-
ing more on the universal healthcare
voucher, he said: “Now, this voucher is
for every Guyanese. It is to expand on
what we have already.”

“Just imagine 500,000 Guyanese
want to go this year to the public health
system and try to get those tests. You
will overload the system.”

He added, “The public health sys-
tem must continue doing its work. And
this is one way of getting service to our
people and give them choices. They
collect a voucher. They can still choose
to go to the Georgetown Hospital and
do it, and not use the voucher.”

Additionally, he said these vouch-
ers along with the others, like the cervi-
cal cancer voucher, are a demonstration

of the government caring for its people.

Highlighting the mentality of the
Opposition, Dr Jagdeo said: “Should
we just open the ophthalmology centre

that they (APNU+AFC) closed, that

was built in when I was president, [and]
should we not give the kids now their
money to buy a spectacle and or get
your eyes tested or pensioners or let’s
wait only for the public sector to pro-
vide those. It will take 50 years and
people won’t be seeing, they would die
and the children grow old and die.
That’s the APNU mindset.”

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
supported by an Advisory Council and various
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national
and regional chapters:

worldwide.

it

it

Key priorities of the WGC include:

= Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6

Qu@Yt

To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WQC-0rg.com

If you have any questions feel free to
get in touch:

Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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Hospitality sector earned approxi-
mately $13.6 billion in 2024

Estimates of tourism sector rev-
enue for 2024 reached approximately
$13.6 billion Guyana dollars, according
to Minister of Tourism, Industry and
Commerce, Oneidge Walrond.

Minister Walrond was, at the time,
delivering her presentation on Day 2 of
the Budget Debates in Parliament on
Monday. She emphasised the sector’s
growth and its significant contribution
to employment, with nearly 22,000
people directly or indirectly working in
hospitality across the country.

Minister Walrond highlighted the
increasing confidence of the private
sector in tourism investments. “For ho-
tels, we have seen more than $35 bil-
lion of investment; lodges have seen
$21 million dollars in investment re-
sorts $200 million, local airlines $600
million, malls $12 billion with a total
investment by the private sector of al-
most $50 billion,” she said.

She also noted the expansion of
Guyana’s room stock between 2020
and 2024, with the addition of four new
hotels and 561 rooms, including facili-
ties in Regions 2, 6, 7, and 10. “When
you include ancillary services, almost
22,000 people are employed in the hos-
pitality sector, and this employment
follows the more than 1500 jobs that
were created during the construction
phase of the various new facilities,” she
noted while pointing out that the PPP/C
Government has exceeded its promise
0f 50,000 jobs.

Minister Walrond reflected on
criticisms surrounding the govern-
ment’s Expressions of Interest for inter-
nationally branded hotels, noting the
sharp increase in demand. By 2023, oc-

cupancy in the business segment had

Tourism Industry and-Commerce Minister, Oneidge-Walrond

reached 83%, and grew by a further 5%
in 2024, with similar increases in
smaller segments of the hospitality sec-
tor.

She directly addressed comments
made by Opposition MP Juretha Fer-
nandes, who denigrated jobs in the hos-
pitality sector as “washing hotel sheets
and mopping hotel floors” and sug-
gested that Guyanese cannot afford to
stay in local hotels. “They come to this
house disparaging jobs which offer
steady employment, offer opportunities
for advancement, as well as inclusion
in the social safety net through the Na-
tional Insurance Scheme,” she said.

Minister Walrond also dismissed
opposition claims that the current gov-
ernment’s achievements are solely due
to greater resources from oil revenue.
“Before 2015, without even the
prospect of oil resources, within the fis-
cal space available, the PPP govern-
ment found the money to pay cash
grants of $15,000 per year to school
children. The APNU/AFC came into

office, riding the wave of the first oil
discovery in 2015 and took that grant
away,” she pointed out.

In addressing statements that the
budget does not consider small busi-
nesses and ordinary Guyanese, Minis-
ter Walrond spoke of the over 2000
small contractors across the country,
who benefitted from approximately
$27 Billion in contracts to upgrade and
enhance infrastructure in their commu-

nities.

“Many of these people are first-
time contractors, and absent our delib-
erate policy of facilitation and
community empowerment, they would
not have had the opportunities that they
do today,” she stressed.

She underscored the government’s
investments in small business and in-
dustrial development, reporting that $3
billion has been allocated to support
small businesses in Regions 2, 3, 4, and
10. The Onderneeming Industrial Es-
tate is now 95% complete and sched-
uled for rollout in early 2025, offering
90 business plots. Meanwhile, progress
continues at the York Industrial Estate
in Region 10, also slated for comple-
tion in 2025.

Minister Walrond noted the trans-
formation of the Belvedere and Lethem
Incubator Centres, which were once
mere shells, in 2020. Today, these
state-of-the-art agro-processing facili-
ties are providing tangible benefits to
the agro-processing sector in Regions 6
and 9.
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President Ali calls for expansive
collaboration with China in 2025

PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali has R [
said that as China embarks on the oy

F
[ T

Lunar New Year, Guyana looks for-
ward to deepening the bonds of
friendship and collaboration.

While extending wishes to all on
the occasion of the Chinese Lunar
New Year and Spring Festival 2025,
the head of state on Friday noted that
this year, they celebrate the year of
the snake.

He called this animal “a symbol
of wisdom, resilience, and transfor-
mation,” adding that “The snake’s
graceful movements and its ability to
shed its skin remind us of the impor-
tance of renewal and adaptability,
qualities that are vital in navigating
the ever-changing global economic
landscape.”

President Ali went on to add that
the Year of the Snake also encourages
us to harness intelligence and insight
to foster economic growth, while
strengthening social bonds and l I ‘ “k
achieving sustainable development
for our people. Charge d’Affaires of the Chinese Embassy in Guyana, Huang Rui

Against this backdrop, he stated

. . between our two nations,” he said. This partnership continues to collective advancement of humanity.

that China’s remarkable achievements . S . . . .
. Further to this, Dr Ali indicated yield mutual benefits in areas such as  Let us commit to expanding our col-
over the years continue to serve as an . . . : . . .
T . that while the Chinese presence in infrastructure, education, technology,  laboration in 2025, guided by the pos-
inspiration to the global community. .. . .
“As we embark on this new year Guyana can be traced back more than  and cultural exchanges. itive traits of the snake: foresight,
. 170 years, the community has made He said: “Together, we can perseverance, and a harmonious
we look forward to deepening the . o . e
an inerasable contribution to tackle shared challenges, seize emerg-  spirit.

bonds of friendship and collaboration

Guyana’s development. ing opportunities and contribute to the Meanwhile, on the same note,

= o Charge d’Affaires of the Chinese Em-
bassy in Guyana, Huang Rui indicated
that bilateral ties between the two
countries grew even closer last year as
Guyana and China co-operated
closely economically and culturally.

“China and Guyana have become
good friends and trusted and relied on
each other,” he said.

Speaking on the Lunar New
Year, the Chinese diplomat added that
the year of the dragon is slipping
away as the year of the snake is qui-
etly approaching.

The Lunar New Year or Spring
Festival he added, has not only been
the Chinese traditional holiday, but it
has also become an international one.

“The year of the snake is a year
of smoothness, strength and vitality,”
the Charge d’Affaires noted.

Lunar New Year celebrations in Guyana
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Your Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case. Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
every client, so were in the best position to represent you
and your family when it matters most. Backed by proven
results and experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.

NO FEES UNLESS WE SE T TLE YOUR CLAIM

% Personal Injury

Injuries caused by the negligence of others  Motor Vehicle Accident Claims
can be physically, emotionally, and + At-Fault Accident Claims
financially devastating for victims and their * Not At-Fault Accident Claims
families. If you've been injured, you need a * Catastrophic In-jury Claims
personal injury lawyer who knows how to * Slip and Falls:/ Trip and Falls

fight for th t 4 * Dog blies
SRR RUTRS ANl SOM PERRRES: + Long Term Disability / Short Term Disability

» Pedestrian Accidents

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based en a

thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes.

FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM REVIEW.

Check out our Google reviews

Available for in-person visits at your home or hospital, anywhere
in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.

2% I Vishal 47 0 X

harma@vsharmalaw.ca
"!i wwwvsharmalawca in
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Dartmouth farmers reap rewards as
President Ali delivers on promises

FARMERS in Dartmouth village
on the Essequibo Coast are celebrating
a significant boost in agricultural pro-
duction, thanks to the fulfilment of com-
mitments made by President, Dr. Irfaan
Ali. Regional Chairperson of Region
Two, Vilma DeSilva, commended the
President for his swift action in address-
ing the farmers’ needs, particularly the
clearing of 300 acres of dormant farm-
land for cultivation.

In an interview, Da Silva high-
lighted the progress made since Presi-
dent Ali’s outreach to the region in
December. Over 180 acres of land is al-
ready being used for red-bean produc-
tion and additional acreage is being
prepared to further expand cultivation
efforts.

“These requests for land-clearing
were made by the farmers during Presi-
dent Ali’s visit and he immediately in-
structed that 300 acres of land be cleared
to assist Dartmouth farmers,” Da Silva
explained. She also noted that a trasher
was provided to reduce the labour re-
quired for the task.

Acknowledging the exceptional
quality of red beans produced in the re-
gion, President Ali directed that farmers
receive high-yielding bean varieties to
strengthen their production capabilities.
The initiative is expected to meet do-
mestic demand and open opportunities
for regional exports.

Support from the National Agricul-
tural Research and Extension Institute
(NAREI) has also been instrumental, as
extension officers provide guidance to
ensure that crops remain pest-free and
healthy.

Da Silva praised Minister of Agri-
culture Zulfikar Mustapha for his unwa-
vering commitment to the farmers in
Region Two and beyond. She empha-
sised his hands-on approach to address-
ing farmers’ concerns and providing
essential tools and planting materials.

“Compared to where our region’s
agriculture was before 2020 and where
it is now, the progress is unmatched.
Minister Mustapha has gone above and
beyond to ensure that farmers are em-
powered and their needs are addressed,”
she remarked.

Advertise in
Equality and
survive in
2025

For the first time in Guyana’s his-
tory, farmers in the Pomeroon area now
have access to free drainage services to
enhance productivity. Four new excava-
tors are working daily to drain farmlands
and dredge koker trenches and outfalls,
facilitating a smoother return to cultiva-
tion.

Additionally, Minister Mustapha
has distributed over 7,000 Green Dwarf
coconuts to farmers and pledged to pro-
vide more high-yielding planting mate-
rials. New varieties of cocoa and coffee
are also being developed to benefit

farmers, their families and the country’s
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economy. ;
A view of the farmland cleared by the PPP/C government for the farmers

Our Family
Caring for Yours

From the flowers on the front lawn to the paintings on the walls, we at Ogden’s always
consider the comfort and needs of the families that we serve first. We offer services
and products that are meaningtol and fit comfortably within vour budget. [ust some
of the wavs that we as a family care for vours,

Family owned and operated singe 1943,

@

OGDEN

Furerar Ilomes

4164 Sheppard Avenue East
Scarborough, Ontario M15 1T3

WWW.0 gd:‘: nfuneralhome.com
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Grace Condense
Sweetened (2 /
Whitener 297 ml
R
alim Eﬁ

Nutrament Energy
Nutrition Drink

©ach |vanila 355 ml

Ocho Rios
Mango or Mango Carrot-

Nectars 473 ml

Grace _
Cock Soup Mix 3
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Nissm
Cup Noodles
Shrimp ONLY 64 g

Turbo
Energy Drink
370 ml

Grace 100%
Coconut Water

Pearl River Bridge
Mushroom Dark
Soy Sauce 500 mi

Benjamin’s
Browning

Nupak Maggi Season-Up
All Purpose

Seasoning 200 g

B .. I-:l .. l 3 rl.'
0 Black Turtle

Jamaicart Pride

Mackerel In Tomato
Sauce Assorted 156

Grace Grace
Vienna Sausage Beans Parboiled Rice
130 g 900 g 2kg
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Vaseline 99 Tide Laundry Detergent Windsor Safe-T-Salt Laurentide
Pure Petroleum Jelly Jasmine and Rose Ice Melt Salt Windshield
Original 250 ml 1 kg 10 kg Washer -45 3,78 It
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Jelicious Jamaican Dish

Frozen Square Cut Frozen Centre Cut Burned
Mutton Leg:Meat Beef Shunk Steuk Beef Foot

rozen Premium Grade
Easy Cooked Trlmmecl

8%

Frozen Headless
Bangamary

Frozen or
Previously

Double Smoked
Jurkey Legs

Fresh Fresh Large Fresh Exceldor
Turkey Wings Chicken Feet Chicken Leg

P ‘;‘ﬁ('* H;@ "L Quuriersu
g qg‘ B SR LS S | 1y

P ‘7’52“‘7{} 3%

$'A'|"-'9""’ $799 ©
Ny [ ! B | >18 kg box
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|

With Purchase of 2 cases or
More Thursday To Sunday Only

Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Florida Fresh Goat Fish Fresh Frozen Whole Fresh Atlantic
(Red Mullet) pper/Fillet™ . Km Whole Salmon

y

99$

Ib as s

Fresh Jamaican Fresh
Sweet Potatoes Cooking Bananas

'I 19
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fve Locatlons [, Serve You Better g e

i1gh we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the rlght to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the right to limit quantities.
Stafford Dr.

Finch Ave. W.

Bloor St. E.
Danforth Food Market Danforth Food Market
651 Markam Rd. 211225 Dundas St.
416-439‘;(6397 24 Dixie & Dundas
) s Missisauga

Danfonh Food Market
301 Silverstone Dr,|

Danforth
il Food Market

3701 Keele St.
416-398-8123

¢ ©

Sheppard Ave. W .

Danforth Food Market
144 Kennedy Road
South
__289-298-0399

$=0905-949-9990
T OF

Dundas St. E.

Kennedy Rd. Soith
Rutherford Rd. Soutl

Martin Grove Rd. W

s
Glidden Rd.
re Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours

day-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
rday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 amto 9 pm Fri.-Sat.9amto 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm
lay 9am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

yerve You Betler DFM
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!

CHARLIE’S
CATERING
SERVICE

10k Guuremilee

P [Ty e —— IFﬂrallyﬂﬂrﬂt«Eﬁﬂﬂ
i1 T TRl ]
Ll ol N srmingmt | needs please call

+ Corporate Events » Weddings WE CATER TO ALL YOUR 905-949-0663 or
T — email us at
Mot sure how much food you'll need? AN meats
WE CAN HELP YOU! . TartiscarbbasaculnegitaN con

Hﬂ.ﬁ:ﬂ:m;:dhm
B Jnuuﬂﬂlﬁm!l T e wanke
e 1 JO85 Hurontano 5L Mississauga, LSA 200

Full Catering tor Hindu relighous woarw, C hariesc anbboanc wisine com

ceremanies inchoding 7 curry
L] el WG SRR T S




EQUALITY NEWS THURSDAY JANUARY 30 2025

CHET SHARMA

B.A, B.S.W. (Hons), LLB.
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
~ GENERAL PRACTICE
| Immigration Law

Criminal Law

Divorce & Family Law
Office: 416-285-1550
Res: 416-284-9191

Fr._.-..-r.r.:r'r-'_-.l,,'w' -l -
150 Lawson Road, Toronto Chet Sharma
ON M1C 2J& BA, B.8W. (Hons), LLB.

ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!

A SEricEs NEW HOUSE FOR MOM: IN a heartwarming display of community and

Brakes compassion, the Men on Mission (MoM) initiative, spearheaded by the Govern-
S G ALTO WORK Electrical Systems ment of Guyana, handed over a newly constructed home to Ameena Elliot, a de-
Engine Repair serving resident of Enterprise on Saturday.

The ceremony was attended by the Minister of Health, Dr Frank Anthony,

AEANIEY Cr. v a s Mew & Used Tires ‘ . :
Steering and key members of the MoM team, who expressed their commitment to uplift-
. ing vulnerable individuals and families across Guyana.
41H2R559TS Suspension

H : Ameena Elliot, the recipient of this life-changing gesture, expressed pro-
IFansmission Hepair

sonloworkiu hiotmail com found gratitude for her new home, which symbolises hope and a fresh start. Her

story of resilience resonated with those in attendance, highlighting the impor-

| iy Elesmere Bd. Uni 14
seprborough, ON, MIHZVT

tance of initiatives like MoM in transforming lives.
The programme which focuses on providing support and empowerment to
those in need, has successfully delivered numerous homes to individuals and

families across the country. This latest project in Enterprise underscores the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to inclusivity and its vision for a better Guyana.

Come savor a savory meal at
Charley's Caribbean Cuisine

o o 3|
i |

CHARLEY'’S
CARIBBEAN
CUISINE

For all your catering

Not sure how much food you need? We'll hel
needs you suggest the right amount of food to min{:3
mize your cost.

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even

she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp. PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!

.........................
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Gov’'t ensuring country’s oil resources
reach all of Guyana —Minister Bharrat

MINISTER of Natural Resources,
Vickram Bharrat, has affirmed that the
People’s Progressive Party/Civic
(PPP/C) government has and will con-
tinue to ensure that the benefits of
Guyana’s oil resources reach all citi-
zens of Guyana.

Bharrat made this known during
the second day of the 2025 national
budget debate in the National Assem-
bly, where he underscored that the gov-
ernment has implemented a significant
number of initiatives to ensure prosper-
ity for all.

The Natural Resources Minister
called out the opposition for their lofty
promises and claims of how they
would manage the oil and gas sector of
the country.

He said: “You come to the Na-
tional Assembly with all these lofty
promises and recommendations that we
will manage this sector and that we will
ensure that the oil money reaches down
to the people.

“Mr Speaker, we are doing that!
The People’s Progressive Party/Civic is
doing that and we will continue to do
that in President Ali’s second term in
office after the 2025 election,” he af-
firmed.

Bharrat, in calling out two opposi-
tion members, noted that when he lis-
tened to their recommendations, these
are the very projects being imple-
mented by the PPP/C government.

“So, I'm wondering if theyre re-
ally following what is happening in this
country or not,” he lamented.

The minister noted that opposition
members will come again as they did in
2015 and 2020 with lofty promises
such as implementing a $400,000

Minister of Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat

threshold or $80,000 pension, and a $1
million cash grant.

However, he reminded the view-
ing and listening public that those were
the same persons who took away the
cash grant from students, added VAT
on light and water and even education.

Addressing their recommenda-
tions, he said, “Apparently you have no
idea as to the revenue earnings of our
country because you would simply
make our country bankrupt... we will
be unable to do anything regardless of
whether it is infrastructure, whether it
is healthcare, whether it is education...
or any other services, we will be a
bankrupt country once you follow your
policy.”

Comparing and contrasting the
policies based on track records, Bharrat
said the people of the country will be
able to see for themselves whether the
PPP/C is good for the country, or if
they would prefer to go back to fake
promises from the group of people
whose relationship is on “life support.”

The minister noted that the current
PPP/C administration has led with
transparency, and further added that the
people of Guyana deserve to know how
the revenue garnered from the natural
resources sector in the country is being
spent on managing the country.

Against this backdrop, he indi-
cated that the PPP/C government is
doing and implementing plans and pro-

grammes to ensure that Guyanese and
Guyanese businesses prosper.

Bharrat noted that one opposition
MP spoke at length about new revenue
and the amount of revenue that exists
now.

“He failed to realise it is because
of the prudent management of the re-
sources and the economy that we are in
the position that we are today,” the
Natural Resources Minister said.

He added: “It is not how much
you have; it is how well you manage
it.”

With this, he reiterated that
Guyana’s resources are being managed
properly with the revenue being used to
ensure Guyanese have better lives.

GRA is now your ‘Padna’, introduces new App

AS the Guyana Revenue Authority
(GRA) continues to take steps toward
modernising its services, the tax body
has launched ‘Padna,” a mobile appli-
cation designed to facilitate taxpayer

ADVERTISING
in EQUALITY
NEWS
WORKS!

TRY IT
TODAY.
416-281-
3333

registration and improve tax compli-
ance. The initiative, which is part of
the agency’s broader digital transfor-
mation strategy, was unveiled at GRA’s
headquarters on Monday.

The Head of Information Technol-
ogy (IT) at GRA, Sese Jones, explained
that the term ‘Padna’ is derived from
the agency’s slogan, “Your partner in
development.”

He likened it to having a personal
friend within the GRA, emphasising
that it aims to streamline the process of
obtaining documents. He said the app
is designed to eliminate traditional bar-
riers to taxpayer registration, such as
lengthy paperwork and in-person visits
to GRA offices.

“So, the key objectives for the
product are to improve taxpayer en-
gagement. We want a one-on-one con-
versation with you guys. We want to
make that engagement closer and pro-
vide a convenient means for you to
conduct your business at the GRA via
mobile device,” Jones added.

The app allows individuals and
businesses to register for a Taxpayer

Identification Number (TIN), a critical
requirement for conducting transac-
tions in Guyana. It also includes fea-
tures for updating personal and
business details, tracking application
statuses, notifications of important
events related to the processing of doc-
uments and accessing tax-related infor-
mation.

The ‘Panda’ app is available for
download on both Android and iOS de-
vices through the Google Play Store
and Apple App Store. Upon download-
ing, users are required to create an ac-
count using a valid email address. Once
registered, they can follow a step-by-
step process to apply for their TIN by
providing essential information, includ-
ing proof of identification, contact de-
tails, and, for businesses, company
registration documents. Once this in-
formation is verified, applicants will be
required to visit their nearest GRA of-
fice to pay the necessary fees and uplift
their document.

The app features a vehicle tax and
income tax calculator, enabling taxpay-
ers to easily estimate taxes for their ve-

hicles. The app uses a secure platform
to protect users’ personal data and em-
ploys advanced encryption methods to
ensure privacy and security.

The app also generates quick-re-
sponse (QR) codes that can be used for
authentication purposes with banks and
other institutions, ensuring secure and
efficient verification of information.

Jones explained: “Our second fea-
ture, which I think you’d enjoy, is all
documents that we issue—we give you
an electronic version. The expectation
is that we’ll be working with our stake-
holders: national institutions, banks and
any other ministries. On the part of
those agencies, you provide them a
counterpart app, which allows them to
look up any information you present to
them. You present it through our code,
and then they’re able to pull up facts
about what you just presented.” For
those who may require assistance, the
app features a built-in help section with
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs),
video tutorials and the option to contact
GRA’s support team.
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US maintains support for Guyana’s
territorial integrity

THE United States of American,
under the new Donald Trump adminis-
tration, has reaffirmed its support for
Guyana’s territorial integrity in the on-
going with
Venezuela.

According to information from the
US State Department, the US’ position
was highlighted by Secretary of State,

border controversy

Marco Rubio during a call with the Pres-
ident of Guyana, Dr. Irfaan Ali.

“Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and Guyanese President Irfaan Ali spoke
today [Monday] to address the crisis of
illegal migration and agreed to jointly
address this regional imperative and
challenge. The Secretary affirmed the
United States’ steadfast support of
Guyana’s territorial integrity in the face
of Nicolas Maduro and his cronies’ bel-
licose actions,” the US State Department
said.

Guyana had recently condemned
the latest actions of Venezuela’s Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro to assert claims
over the Essequibo region.

The country via a statement
through its Ministry of Foreign Affairs
expressed ‘grave concern’ regarding ac-
tions and statements by the Government
of Venezuela, which constitutes a clear
violation of the Argyle Agreement of
December 14, 2023, and the binding
Order of the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) issued on December 1, 2023.

The ministry had cited the Argyle
Agreement, signed in the presence of re-
gional and international interlocutors.

It reminded that this binding agree-
ment unequivocally commits Guyana
and Venezuela to refrain from escalating
any conflict or disagreement arising
from the territorial controversy between
the two States.

“This includes refraining from ac-
tions that could aggravate tensions or
alter the current situation in the disputed
territory, pending resolution in accor-
dance with international law,” the state-
ment read, adding:

“However, the announcement by
President Nicolas Maduro on January 7,
2025, regarding the election of a “Gov-
ernor of the Guayana Esequiba‘“ by “the
people of Guayana Esequiba” consti-
tutes a direct violation of these commit-
ments. This unilateral action disregards

L'me

Manthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine

0\

e

: M
=
——

¥

President Irfaan Ali met with new US Secretary of State Marco Rubio

the spirit of the Argyle Agreement un-
dermines the agreed framework for dia-
logue and peaceful coexistence and
significantly escalates tensions between
our nations.”

The that
Venezuela’s most recent assertation

ministry  noted
would be “flagrant violation’ of the most
fundamental principles of international
law, if it forges ahead with its attempt to
conduct an election in Guyanese terri-
tory involving the participation of
Guyanese nationals.

Guyana also  pointed out
Venezuela’s violation of the interna-
tional court’s December 2023 order,

which stated that both States must avoid

actions that might aggravate or extend
the controversy or make it more difficult
to resolve.

Local authorities have maintained
Guyana’s commitment to the Rule of
Law, and, more specifically, the ongoing
case before the International Court of
Justice.

In December, the country submit-
ted its final written brief to the ICJ in the
ongoing border controversy with Boli-
varian Republic of Venezuela over
Guyana’s Essequibo region.

The submission, titled “Guyana’s
Reply to Venezuela’s Counter-Memor-
ial,” was personally delivered to the
Court by Guyana’s Ambassador to Brus-

sels, Sasenarine Singh, marking a criti-
cal step in the case that has been ongo-
ing for over six years.

After
Venezuela will have the opportunity to

Guyana’s  submission,
file its rejoinder by August 2025, re-
sponding to Guyana’s reply. Once both
sides have submitted their written plead-
ings, the Court will schedule oral hear-
ings.

Guyana remains optimistic that the
ICJ will rule in its favour, reinforcing the
validity of the 1899 Arbitral Award, and
confirming that the boundary estab-
lished therein remains the definitive bor-
der between the two countries.

Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toilets,
central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water filter, auto-
matic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new perkins genera-
tor no blackouts ready to move in and start dwelling, concrete yard.
For more information contact via WhatsApp:

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month!

www.limemag.ca
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President Trump with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Trump says India 'will do what's
right' on illegal immigration

US President Donald Trump has said India
"will do what's right" on the deportation of illegal
migrants following a phone call with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

The leaders spoke on Monday, their first con-
versation since Trump's inauguration last week.

They discussed immigration, security issues
and trade in what the White House described as a
"productive call".

Trump told reporters after the call that Modi
was likely to visit the United States "sometime in
February".

Since taking office on 20 January, Trump has
announced a number of immigration-related exec-
utive orders, paving the way for a widespread ef-
fort to crack down on undocumented migrants in
the US.

According to the Pew Research Center, there
are an estimated 725,000 undocumented Indian
immigrants in the US as of 2024.

Last week, India's foreign ministry said Delhi
would take in Indians overstaying "anywhere in
the world" as long as their documents were shared
and nationality was verified.

In their phone call on Monday, the ministry
said, Trump and Modi discussed the bilateral rela-
tionship, "including in the areas of technology,
trade, investment, energy and defence".

The two leaders also discussed security in the
Indo-Pacific, the Middle East and Europe.

According to a White House statement,
Trump emphasised the importance of India in-
creasing its procurement of US-made security
equipment and moving towards a "fair" bilateral
trading relationship.

In a post on X (formerly Twitter), Modi called
Trump a "dear friend" and said they were "com-
mitted to a mutually beneficial and trusted partner-
ship".

The White House said both leaders empha-
sised their commitment to advancing their coun-
tries' strategic partnership and the Indo-Pacific
Quad partnership, which also includes Japan and
Australia.

India will be hosting Quad leaders for the first
time later this year.

Modi and Trump shared cordial relations dur-
ing the US president's first term between 2017 and

2021.

But India faced a bitter tariff war with the
Trump administration that affected businesses on
both sides.

In November, following Trump's election vic-
tory, India's Foreign Minister S Jaishankar said the
country was not nervous about working with the
US president.

Trump had called Modi a "great leader" last
year but also accused India of charging excessive
tariffs.

Analysts say it will be interesting to watch if
the bonhomie between the two will help overcome
concerns about trade and immigration.

A cornerstone of Trump's immigration policy
is removing unlawful migrants out of the US and
the promise of "mass deportations".

To that effect, the defence department has
said that it will provide military aircrafts to deport
more than 5,000 people that have been detained by
Border Patrol in San Diego and El Paso, Texas.

ICE statistics show that over 1,000 people
were removed or repatriated on Thursday, the
fourth day of the Trump administration.

Border czar Tom Homan has vowed that the
deportations would increase steadily going for-
ward.

Over the weekend, Trump's deportation
flights caused a brief diplomatic spat after Colom-
bia's government barred two military planes car-
rying Colombians deported from the US from
landing.

The country's president, Gustavo Petro, said
that "the US can't treat Colombian migrants like
criminals" and that they need to be "treated with
dignity".

His government, however, appears to have
agreed to accept the flights after the Trump admin-
istration threatened Colombia with punitive tariffs.

Trump has also moved to expand the scope of
expedited deportations of undocumented migrants,
reviving a policy under his first term that Biden
had discontinued.

Expedited removals were previously limited
to areas within 100 miles (160km) of US interna-
tional borders, and applied to those who did not re-
quest asylum or failed to show a legitimate case
for asylum.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): You may have to make
some kind of adjustment today, most likely because you aimed
a bit too high and now realize you won’t hit your target unless
you make changes. Don’t get angry with yourself: mistakes
are how we learn and grow.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): You may want to make
a good impression on employers and people in positions of
power but don’t push yourself too hard or too fast or the im-
pression could be the opposite of what you intended. Avoid
making plans that clearly won’t work.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): You will be in an argu-
mentative mood today but the planets warn if you go looking
for a fight you could find yourself up against someone who is
better informed than you are. You may think you are smart but
there is always someone with a bigger brain!

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): Is what you think you
are seeing what is actually there or are you fooling yourself
into believing that your opinions are based on fact when in re-
ality they are mostly illusions? It’s probably the latter, so look
again and see the bigger picture.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): If you listen to what a friend
or loved one tells you today it could stop you from making a
serious mistake. You will, of course, have to admit that you
made the wrong call but rather that than falling flat on your
face and looking stupid!

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): There seems to be a wide
gulf between what you want to be doing and what you are ac-
tually doing on a daily basis. The only way to close that gap is
to admit that you made a wrong turn and then make the effort
to change direction.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): Amazing ideas will flood
into your head over the next few days, leading you to believe
that you are on the verge of something great. That may be true
but you cannot possibly do justice to all those ideas, so be ruth-
less and junk most of them.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): You may not be thinking
straight at the moment, which could be dangerous. Put your
feelings on hold for the next 24 hours and proceed only on the
basis of facts and figures that cannot be denied either by you
or by other people.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): You have some
pretty big projects lined up but it would be unwise to launch
yourself at them without serious planning. Energy and enthu-
siasm can take you a long way but success is more likely to
come when you add intelligence to the mix.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): It is inevitable that
you will disagree with what you are expected to do today and
it is just as inevitable that you will have to do it anyway. Once
you accept that simple fact you can focus on finding ways to
make your responsibilities less of a chore.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): You always expect a
lot of yourself and it has become obvious of late that in one or
more areas you are expecting too much. Be kind to yourself
today and do something that doesn’t challenge you so much.
You’re allowed to take a break!

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): Avoid getting pulled into
other people’s disputes, which are sure to be petty and cannot
benefit you in any way at all. No matter how much friends and
colleagues beg you to sign up to their side you can and you
must stay neutral.
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US Coast Guard deployed to stop
illegal migrants from the Caribbean

The U.S. Coast Guard has
launched immediate actions to
strengthen maritime border security in
response to executive orders issued by
the White House on January 21.

Acting Commandant Adm. Kevin
Lunday announced a surge in Coast
Guard assets across key maritime re-
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gions, including the Florida Straits and _ _ -
Caribbean waters, to deter illegal activ- = Y
ities and curb maritime migration from COAST GUARD -

Haiti and Cuba.

“The U.S. Coast Guard is the
world’s premier maritime law enforce-
ment agency, vital to protecting Amer-
ica’s maritime borders, territorial
integrity, and sovereignty,” Adm. Lun-
day stated. “Per the President’s Execu-
tive Orders, [ have directed my
operational commanders to immedi-
ately surge cutters, aircraft, boats, and
deployable specialized forces.”

The enhanced measures focus on
several regions:

The Florida Straits and Caribbean
Waters: To deter maritime mass migra-

Mexico Maritime Border: Addressing
illegal migration and trafficking, re-
ferred to as the “Gulf of America” in
the announcement.

Adm. Lunday emphasized collab-

tion from Haiti and Cuba.

The Bahamas-South Florida Mar-
itime Border: To address illicit activi-
ties in a key trafficking route.

oration with the Department of Home-
land Security and the Department of
Defense, stating, “Together...we will
detect, deter, and interdict illegal mi-

gration, drug smuggling, and other ter-
rorist or hostile activity before it
reaches our border.”

The Florida Straits have been a
hotspot for migration from Haiti and

U.S. Territories in the Pacific and
Caribbean: Including Puerto Rico, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, and Guam.

The Gulf of Mexico and Texas-

Cuba, but maritime arrivals have de-
clined in recent months. Land arrivals
have dropped from near-daily occur-
rences to fewer than one per month.
While Haitian arrivals surged between
2022 and 2023, the journeys were less
frequent but involved larger vessels and
groups.

Despite ongoing turmoil in Haiti,
including escalating violence by armed
gangs, maritime migration from the
country has significantly decreased.
The most recent large arrival in South
Florida occurred in June when a sail-

The US Coat Guard will be employing enhanced measures in the Caribbean

boat carrying about 120 Haitian mi-
grants landed in Key West.

The Coast Guard’s bolstered pres-
ence aims to address these migration
trends while targeting other illicit activ-
ities, such as drug smuggling, across
the region.

This move underscores the admin-
istration’s focus on securing U.S. mar-
itime borders, particularly in areas
vulnerable to mass migration and
transnational crime.

Jamaica to welcome more European tourists this year

Jamaica is preparing to welcome thousands of European travelers in 2025,
thanks to new agreements with Switzerland’s Edelweiss, Portugal’s World2Fly,
and Germany’s TUI Group, according to Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett. The
minister and his team have been working to secure additional flight routes, with
some new services set to begin as early as June 2025.

These announcements were made at the 45th International Tourism Fair
(FITUR) in Madrid, Spain, where Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett, Senior Ad-
viser and Strategist Delano Seiveright, and Director of Tourism Donovan White
engaged with global tourism leaders. FITUR, a prominent event for tourism pro-
fessionals worldwide, provided the perfect platform for these discussions.

Starting in June, World2Fly will launch weekly non-stop flights from Lis-
bon, Portugal, to Montego Bay, with over 50% of seats already sold. The airline
will operate the route using a new Airbus A350, which has a seating capacity of
432.

Meanwhile, Swiss leisure and charter airline Edelweiss will increase its
flights from Zurich, Switzerland, to Montego Bay to two per week, starting in
November. These flights will be operated using an Airbus A340, which seats 314
passengers. Edelweiss, a subsidiary of Germany’s Lufthansa Group and the sister
company of Swiss International Air Lines, is expanding its presence in the Ja-
maican market.

TUI Group also revealed plans to expand its flight operations from Italy and
Spain, with a special focus on the Caribbean and Jamaica. This announcement
came after a meeting with TUI executives, including CEO Sebastian Ebel. TUI
Group, a key player in global tourism, operates multiple travel agencies, hotel
chains, cruise lines, and five European airlines.

Tourism Minister Edmund Bartlett highlighted the significance of the ex-
pansion, stating, “An increase in flights from Europe and additional investment
from this longstanding partner is a positive development for Jamaica. We will be
able to use this to boost arrivals and drive higher earnings for our economy.”

Bartlett noted that Jamaica’s participation at FITUR marks the beginning of
the ministry’s strategy for 2025. With the mantra ‘Thrive in 2025°, he said Ja-

Jamaica is known for its lovely beaches

maica

is aiming to attract five million visitors and generate US$5 billion in earnings
this year, reinforcing the country’s position as a leading global destination.
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CTO SG Calls for Caribbean Unity and
Innovation at Tourism Summit

The Caribbean must leverage
more than just its natural beauty and
focus on strategic partnerships, inno-
vation and sustainable tourism to re-
main globally competitive, Dona
Regis-Prosper, Secretary-General and
CEO of the Caribbean Tourism Organ-
ization (CTO), declared in a thought-
provoking keynote address at the 2025
Virgin Islands Tourism Summit, held
at Peter Island Resort in the British e
Virgin Islands this month. :

The event was hosted by the BVI
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sus-
tainable Development, in partnership =
with the British Virgin Islands Tourist -
Board and the British Virgin Islands
Yachting, Hotel and Tourism Associa-
tion (BVIYHTA).

Addressing an audience of over
300 tourism stakeholders on “Strategic
Partnerships for Sustainable Caribbean
Tourism Services”, Regis-Prosper
challenged the region to rethink its ap-
proach to tourism development, em-
phasizing that dialogue alone is not
enough.

“This is not a talk shop,” she as-
serted. “It’s important that we get to-
gether as professionals and talk about
the future of tourism.”

Her speech, delivered in the
British Virgin Islands — a place she
fondly referred to as “home” due to
her past years of living and working in

L.r'l. i

it’s
enough to secure the future of the
Caribbean,” she warned, emphasizing
the need for strong, innovative and
sustainable tourism models.
Highlighting the CTO’s Five Ps
of Sustainable Tourism — People,
Planet, Prosperity, Purpose and Part-

the territory — set the stage for an am-
bitious vision of a collaborative, re-
silient and innovation-driven
Caribbean tourism industry.

Regis-Prosper posed a pointed
question to the audience: “Is our
beauty enough to guarantee our fu-
ture?”

“At this critical juncture, while
our natural beauty is undeniable, we
must not for one minute believe that

nership, Regis-Prosper stressed that
tourism must go beyond resilience and
become restorative.

At the heart of her address was a
call for greater regional and interna-
tional collaboration. Regis-Prosper
highlighted the CTO’s expanding net-
work, which now includes 25 member
countries and 65 private-sector part-
ners, spanning airlines, cruise lines,
travel and marketing agencies.

She
emphasized the power of public-pri-
vate sector partnerships, which allow
governments and businesses to pool
resources, expertise and knowledge.

“The CTO, for example, is a real-
world example of the power of part-
nerships,” she said, citing joint efforts
to tackle issues such as sustainable in-
frastructure, waste management, and
eco-friendly technologies.

She also underscored the impor-
tance of local communities in shaping
the region’s tourism future, especially
in the area of product development.
“Residents must be included in the dis-
cussions,” she said. “These are the
people, the stewards of our culture, our
environment, and our resources.”

Dona Regis-Prosper, Secretary-General & CEO of the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) (right) with British
Virgin Islands Premier Dr. Natalio Wheatley and Junior Minister of Tourism Luce Hodge-Smith

The
tourism leader identified people as the
Caribbean’s greatest asset and urged
the industry to invest in workforce de-
velopment.

“Tourism is ultimately about peo-
ple,” she said, pointing to CTO’s 192
training courses (developed in partner-
ship with the Caribbean Hotel and
Tourism Association), online learning
platforms, and tourism eBooks for pri-
mary school students aimed at encour-
aging young people to see tourism as a
viable career. She also gave the audi-
ence an exclusive preview of CTO’s
2025 training calendar, reinforcing the
organization’s commitment to skills
development and capacity building.

No end in sight to trade war between A&B, USA

Antigua and Barbuda has expressed that it may take “another generation” to re-
solve the longstanding dispute with the United States regarding the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) ruling that favored the Caribbean island. The country
acknowledged that any hope for a near-term settlement appears to be fading, with
progress on the matter remaining elusive after many years.

Antigua and Barbuda had taken its case against the US to the WTO in 2003 re-
garding its online gambling industry following Washington’s efforts to prosecute for-
eign-based suppliers of online gambling services.

St John’s had argued that the North American country had violated its General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), a WTO treaty that governs international
trade in services and was established in 1995 as part of the Uruguay Round negotia-
tions.

The WTO ultimately ruled in favor of Antigua and Barbuda and awarded the
country the right to suspend US$21 million annually in intellectual property rights
held by US firms.

In 2018, Antigua and Barbuda’s Ambassador to the United States, Sir Ronald
Sanders, said his country had lost US$315 million so far, equivalent to more than a
quarter of its annual gross domestic product and less than 0.1 per cent of the US econ-
omy.

Although the WTO awarded Antigua and Barbuda the right to use trade sanctions
to recoup its losses, it opted for a settlement and to date has not received any payment
from the United States.

..h,_
(T .

Antigua and Barbuda Prime Minister Gaston Browne
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St. Kitts and Nevis PM meets with King
Charles lll, discuss mutual benefits

St. Kitts and Nevis Prime Minister
Dr. Terrance Drew met with His
Majesty King Charles III on Friday,
January 24, at Sandringham Estate in
Norfolk, the private country retreat to
the king and Queen Camilla.

The bilateral meeting focused on
key issues of mutual interest, including
sustainability, environmental steward-
ship, youth advocacy, and education.

In a statement shared on social
media, Prime Minister Drew high-
lighted the productive nature of the dis-
cussion. “His Majesty’s passion for
advancing all of the discussed issues is
evident. We pledged to continue work-
ing together for a better and more sus-
tainable world. I wish him and his
family well,” he wrote.

The meeting marked a significant
milestone as it was the first time during
King Charles III’s reign that he hosted
a foreign official at Sandringham
House rather than the traditional venues
of Buckingham Palace or Windsor Cas-
tle.

Prime Minister Drew expressed
enthusiasm for enhancing the partner-
ship between St. Kitts and Nevis and
the United Kingdom, emphasizing the
importance of collective action on in-
ternational challenges.

The visit coincided with Prime
Minister Drew’s attendance at a high-
profile dialogue in London from Janu-
ary 20 to 22 on the future of
Citizenship by Investment (CBI) pro-
grams. During the event, leaders from
the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean
States (OECS) discussed the integrity,
sustainability, and strategic vision of
CBI initiatives across the region.

St. Kitts and Nevis and the United
Kingdom share a robust diplomatic re-
lationship, with the UK maintaining an

embassy in the Federation and St. Kitts
and Nevis operating a high commission
in London. These missions play a piv-
otal role in fostering cooperation on

H
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St. Kitts and Nevis PM Dr Terrance Drew meets with King Charles I

trade, security, and cultural exchange
while addressing the concerns of citi-
zens residing in both nations.

Both countries remain committed

to strengthening bilateral relations and
advancing shared goals, ensuring a
prosperous future for their citizens and
the broader global community.

Plane missing between Dominica, Martinique

The Dominica Air and Sea Ports Authority
(DASPA) announced on Monday that rescue efforts
were underway for a plane that went missing after
departing from Douglas Charles Airport on Sunday
afternoon. The aircraft was en route to the nearby
French island of Martinique when it lost contact. Au-
thorities are actively working to locate the missing
plane.

In a brief statement, DASPA said that the four-
seater Cessna 172 aircraft had lost communications
after departing at around 3.46 pm (local time), and all
relevant local and French emergency response teams
are currently working to locate it.

“Rescue efforts are in progress and we confirm
that the safety of the passenger and crew is para-
mount at this time. Further updates on the situation
will be provided once they become available,”
DASPA said.

It gave no details as to how many people were
on board the aircraft, which is described as a single-

i

An aircraft like the one that went missing on a flight between Dominica and Martinique

engine, fixed-wing aircraft and is the most-produced
aircraft in history as well as being a popular choice
for flight training.

One resident told reporters that she heard when

the plane passed over her house saying, “That plane
has an engine problem and it fell down between Riv-
iere Cyrique and La Plaine. Circle around there, they
might get the plane there.”
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Diaspora concerned about crime In
JA after returning resident killed

Tragedy struck the quiet commu- T
nity of Pyramid Heights in Ocho Rios, -
St. Ann, when the body of a 72-year-old i

= —

returning resident, Luris Murray, was
discovered in her home on Saturday
morning, January 25.

Murray, who had returned to Ja-
maica after years of working in the
United States as a nurse, was reportedly
killed after criminals broke into her
house, sexually assaulted her, and
robbed her.

According to Senior Superinten-
dent of Police Dwight Powell, head of
the St. Ann Police, Murray’s body was
found by her helper in the living room
with an electric cord wrapped around her
neck. Two vehicles belonging to the de-
ceased were stolen but later recovered in
different areas of Ocho Rios. The hor-
rific crime is believed to have occurred
sometime on Friday.

Murray had returned to Jamaica
with hopes of enjoying a peaceful retire-
ment, investing in farming, and raising

S py W88

Murray had hoped to retire in Ocho Rios after spending years living abroad, sparking concerns in the Diaspora

chickens on her property. Her daughter,
speaking with CVM TV, expressed deep
anguish over the circumstances of her
mother’s death.

“She had a genuine love for Ja-
maica and its people,” her daughter said,
describing how her mother purchased a
home and neighboring lots to fulfill her
retirement dreams. “It’s just unbeliev-
able that after working, leaving your
country to search for the American
dream, and finally achieving it, this is
what happens when you come back to
your own birthright country.”

The daughter added that the crime

has left her and others in the diaspora
wary about returning to Jamaica. “It
makes somebody like me not want to re-
turn,” she said while cautioning those in
the diaspora that they are “taking a risk
by coming back” to Jamaica due to the
crime rates.

Murray’s murder has reignited fears
within the Jamaican diaspora about the
safety of retiring on the island. Many re-
tirees and returning residents have
shared similar concerns about being tar-
geted due to their perceived wealth after
spending years abroad.

In 2022, Senior Superintendent

Wayne Joseph, head of the Westmore-
land Police, sought to reassure members
of the diaspora that Jamaica remains safe
for returning residents. He argued that
victims of crime are often targeted by in-
dividuals within their inner circles.
However, these assurances are at odds
with longstanding warnings from the Ja-
maica Association for the Resettlement
of Returning Residents.

The organization’s president, Perci-
val LaTouche, has been vocal in discour-
aging retirees from returning. “Jamaica
has become a fertile place to commit
murder,” he said in prior years, empha-

sizing the risks faced by those who come
back to settle.

While the government has imple-
mented measures to address crime, inci-
dents like this highlight the challenges in
ensuring the safety of returning nation-
als.

The tragedy of Luris Murray under-
scores the tough realities facing Ja-
maicans abroad who dream of returning
to their homeland. For many, the risk of
becoming a victim of crime outweighs
the hope of retiring in peace.

The investigation into Murray’s
murder is ongoing.

Scholar “Mr CXC” passes at age 100

University of the West Indies Professor Emeri-
tus of History, Sir Fitzroy “Roy” Augier, a towering
figure in Caribbean academia, passed away on Janu-
ary 27, 2025, at the age of 100.

Renowned as a scholar, educator, activist, World
War II veteran, and administrator, Sir Roy’s life was
one of unparalleled contribution to the development
of Caribbean history and education.

Born in Castries, Saint Lucia, Sir Roy’s journey
from an RAF gunner during World War II to one of
the region’s most influential historians was extraordi-
nary. After completing his service, he pursued an MA
and PhD in History at St. Andrews University in
Scotland, eventually settling in Jamaica, where he
devoted more than 70 years to academia and regional
development.

Joining the then University College of the West
Indies (UCWI) in 1954 as a Research Fellow, Sir
Roy became a cornerstone of the Department of His-
tory, later ascending to the role of Professor in 1989.
His efforts, alongside colleagues like Douglas Hall
and Rex Nettleford, were instrumental in establish-
ing Caribbean History as a distinct discipline. His
co-authored publications, such as The Making of the
West Indies and the UNESCO-sponsored General
History of the Caribbean, reshaped global perspec-
tives on the region’s history.

Sir Roy’s contributions extended beyond acade-
mia. As Chairman of the Caribbean Examinations
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Sir Fitzroy Augier

Council (CXC) from 1986 to 1996, he championed
the acceptance of CXC and CAPE examinations, he
led the way in gaining acceptance by regional stake-
holders for the CAPE examinations as a replacement
for the British A-levels, revolutionizing the region’s
educational standards and earning him the affection-
ate title “Mr. CXC.”

During and after his years at The UWI, Roy
taught, advised, or mentored several generations of
Caribbean historians and academics. Verene Shep-
herd, Brian Moore, Swithin Wilmot, and Kathleen
Monteith are some of the academics who benefitted

from engaging with Roy and other greats such as
Elsa Gouveia and Douglas Hall. Hilary Beckles, the
current Vice-chancellor of the University of the West
Indies, also benefitted from his counsel during his
early years in the Department of History at the UWI
Mona Campus.

In 2014, Sir Roy was one of a handful of Ja-

i maicans who received the Order of Jamaica, the na-

tion’s fourth-highest honor.

Jamaica’s Prime Minister, Andrew Holness, de-
scribed Sir Roy as “a true giant in academia” and
praised his pivotal role in shaping Caribbean educa-
tion and culture.

“Professor Augier was beyond a historian; he

| was a visionary and a pioneer. His work as a re-

searcher, educator, and Vice Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of the West Indies inspired countless scholars
and leaders. His book, ‘The Making of the West In-
dies’, is a cornerstone of education in Jamaica and
across the region. We honour his life’s work; his ded-
ication to preserving our history, advancing knowl-
edge, and building our nation. Professor Augier’s
legacy will live on through the generations he has
impacted,” Holness said in a tribute.

Sir Fitzroy Augier’s remarkable life exemplified
a commitment to education, regional unity, and the
advancement of Caribbean civilization. His passing
marks the end of an era, but his legacy continues to
inspire.
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'Coast Guard has embarrassed Trinidad
and Tobago' after ‘shost boat sinks: MP

Opposition T&T MP Dr Roodal
Moonilal is demanding a full-scale in-
dependent investigation into the
“bungling of the Coast Guard” after a
boat with human corpses aboard, which
a Coast Guard vessel was towing
ashore, somehow separated from it and
is believed to have sunk off the east
coast of Trinidad on January 26.

Speaking at the UNC's cottage
meeting at the Chaguanas South Sec-
ondary School on the evening of Janu-
ary 27, he said this was a major
embarrassment to the “hapless” Rowley
government and all of Trinidad and To-
bago, especially after an extensive
amount of taxpayers' money had been
allocated to the Coast Guard.

He said even with two vessels' re-
cent return to full duty, this maritime
security agency could not land a drift-
ing vessel with corpses.

“This disaster would deny the au-
thorities the opportunity to effectively
co-operate with international agencies
to trace the origins of this wandering
boat and its occupants,” Moonilal said.

The shadow national security min-
ister said this was not a joking matter,
as it could have serious international
implications, and hence the need for an
international investigation.

“Those men and women on board
must have come from somewhere, and
the US DEA (Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration), the FBI (Federal Bureau
of Investigations) and Interpol would
have an interest.”

He also had choice words for Min-
ister of National Security Fitzgerald
Hinds and prime minister-designate
Stuart Young, saying this was an indict-
ment of their “pathetic” leadership of
that ministry.

Young, the Energy Minister and a
Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister, was national security minister
from August 2018-April 2021.

“Only in TT, under Hinds and

The boat with the bodies was photographed by a social media user before it sank

Young, could the CG tie a boat and
then lose it.”

Tongue-in-cheek, he wondered
how this small vessel could survive
crossing the Atlantic Ocean along the
same route across the Kala Pani (black
waters) used by Indian-born indentured
labourers — including those on the first
ship, the Fatel Razack — only to disap-
pear once in the custody of the Coast
Guard.

He questioned where the Coast
Guard crew was when the vessel disap-
peared from sight.

“There were 16 men on board, so
what were they doing? Playing all fours
downstairs, and then somebody come
upstairs and ask where the boat gone?

"This is the only country where a
coast guard could lose a boat with dead
people in it. You could imagine if it was
living people on board?"

Moonilal said whether or not the
people on board were involved in ille-
gal activity, the incident spoke to crimi-
nal activities.

“The Coast Guard has previously
been inept with respect to drug and
human trafficking, illegal migration,
and illicit importation of contraband
goods."

He said the continuous bungling
by the Coast Guard was yet another re-
flection of Hinds’ gross incompetence,
which was also on display with the
bloody crime crisis even amid a state of

emergency. “The prime minister’s
steadfast refusal to dismiss the inept
Hinds makes him a direct accessory to
the failure of national security agencies
and incidents such as the Coast Guard’s
latest botch,” Moonilal added.

At 2.22 pm on January 25, author-
ities received a report about the vessel,
which appeared to have five corpses
onboard. A patrol boat was dispatched.
On January 26, at 12.45 am, a towline
was secured.

But hours later, that connection
separated; the boat vanished.

According to the Coast Guard, this
was because of the object’s “severely
deteriorated" state and “prevailing sea
conditions.”

T&T football administrator on gun charges in US

A Trinidadian football administra-
tor, Shem Wayne Alexander, has been
charged in the U.S. with multiple gun
trafficking offenses. The indictment
against Alexander was unsealed by the
U.S. Justice Department on January
22.

According to a statement from
U.S. Attorney Roger Handberg,
Alexander allegedly led a group that il-
legally exported firearms, firearm
components, and related items from
Florida to Trinidad and Tobago be-
tween 2019 and 2022. The charges
highlight a significant international
gun trafficking operation.

The firearms involved in the traf-

ficking operation, which
included pistols, rifles,
and related equipment,
were concealed within
boxing gear, speakers,
and other household

items to evade detection
by law enforcement and
customs authorities. Ac-
cording to U.S. Attorney
Roger Handberg, con-
spirators also engaged in straw pur-
chases, acquiring firearms from
various sellers in the Tampa area by
falsely representing the identities of
the actual buyers and their intended re-
cipients.

Shem Alexander

Evidence presented
in court revealed that on
April 7, 2021, Alexander
directed his conspirators
to ship a package con-
taining firearms, includ-
ing a Taurus G2C 9mm
‘ pistol, a SAR Arms
T SAR-9 9mm pistol, a
Taurus G3 9mm pistol,
and a Ruger Security-9
9mm pistol, from Miami to Trinidad
and Tobago. However, on April 22,
2021, authorities at Piarco Interna-
tional Airport in Trinidad intercepted
the shipment and seized the firearms
and other related items hidden inside

the package.

In 2023, U.S. District Court sen-
tenced Tevin O’Brian Oliver and
Jameal Kaia Phillip to four years and
nine months in federal prison for their
involvement in the gun trafficking op-
eration. Shem Wayne Alexander, who
was allegedly the leader of the group,
was arrested in Jamaica on November
15, 2024, and extradited to the United
States on December 20, 2024.

Currently, Alexander is being held
in a U.S. prison as he awaits his trial.
If convicted, he faces a maximum sen-
tence of 20 years in federal prison. The
case is being prosecuted by Assistant
United States Attorney David Chee.
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Imlach backs Windies to pull off
rare win away to Pakistan

FOURTEEN wickets fell on day
two of the second Test at the Multan
Cricket Stadium between the West In-
dies and Pakistan on January 26, with
the regional team setting the Pakistanis
a victory target of 254 after being
bowled out for 244 in their second in-
nings.

By the end of the day's play, the
West Indies were sensing their first Test
win on Pakistan soil in over 30 years,
after reducing the hosts to 76 for four —
leaving them still needing 178 runs to
sweep the series 2-0.

Playing in his second Test, West
Indies wicket-keeper/batsman Tevin
Imlach made 35 off 57 balls and shared
in a 51-run stand for the seventh wicket
with his Guyanese countryman Kevin
Sinclair (28).

Imlach said the Windies need to
improve their efforts in the field after
putting down a few chances on day
two. However, he's confident the
Windies can make further inroads on
day three to grab a win to level the se-
ries.

"Hopefully, tomorrow we can be a
lot better in the field and that will put
us in a better position to win the game,"
Imlach told the media.

"I'm very hopeful of a West Indies
win. We're in a good position...Once we
start well, I think we can get over the
line and get them out. We're very confi-
dent looking ahead to tomorrow and
seeing where the Test match goes."

West Indies made just 163 in the
first innings, but Imlach said a more fo-
cused approach led to their improve-
ment in the second innings.

"In this innings, we were a lot
more confident in our defence. We
played the ball a lot more on its merit.
In the first innings, we would have seen
some of our batsmen playing shots and
trying to create shots instead of playing
the ball on its merit."

Taking a nine-run lead into the
second innings, which started at the be-
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West Indies batsman Kraigg Brathwaite plays a shot

ginning of day two, the Windies batting
effort on the turning track was led by a

gutsy innings by skipper Kraigg Brath-

waite, who made 52 off 74 balls.

Debutant Amir Jangoo (30 off 52)
also played a solid hand, while the
lower order once again showed resist-
ance as the Windies pushed their lead
past the 250-run mark before Jomel
Warrican (18) was dismissed by off-
spinner Sajid Khan (four for 76) to
bring an end to the innings.

Khan and left-arm spinner Noman
Ali were the biggest threat to the
Windies batsmen, with the latter grab-
bing figures of four for 80 to seal a ten-
wicket haul in the match after ripping
through the visitors with six for 41 in
the first innings.

In their second turn at the crease,
the hosts got off to a terrible start as
they slipped to five for two in only the
third over, after captain Shan Masood
(two) and Mohammad Huraira (two)
were trapped Ibw by Sinclair and Gu-

dakesh Motie respectively.

Warrican got in on the act at the
end of the 14th over, as the left-arm
spinner had Kamran Ghulam (19)
caught by Jangoo as Pakistan slid to 48
for three.

Just before the close of play, West
Indies got another key scalp when Sin-
clair (two for 41) removed star batsman
Babar Azam (31) to leave the hosts on
71 for four.

The Pakistanis added five more
runs before stumps, with Saud Shakeel
(13 not out) and night-watchman
Kashif Ali taking them to the end of
play without further loss.

Imlach said the regional men had
to adapt quickly on the tricky surface.
And after suffering a heavy 127-run
loss in the first Test, the Windies are
now poised to exact revenge.

"We took the learning from the
previous innings and it was much bet-
ter. We applied ourselves as batsmen
and as bowlers. We obviously have

some quality spinners in our team as
well...we'd cause some challenges for
the Pakistani batsmen."

The third day's play is expected to
commence at 12.30 am (TT time) on
January 27.

This story was originally pub-
lished with the title "Windies make in-
roads as Pakistan chase 254 for victory
in 2nd Test" and has been adjusted to
include additional details.

Summarised Scores:

WEST INDIES — 163 (Gudakesh
Motie 55, Jomel Warrican 36, Kemar
Roach 25; Noman Ali 6/41, Sajid Khan
2/64) & 244 (Kraigg Brathwaite 52,
Tevin Imlach 35, Amir Jangoo 30; S
Khan 4/76, N Ali 4/80) vs PAKISTAN
— 154 (Mohammad Rizwan 49, Saud
Shakeel 32; J Warrican 4/43, G Motie
3/49) & 76/4 (Babar Azam 31, Kamran
Ghulam 19; Kevin Sinclair 2/41).

Windies women steamrolled out of WC by Aussies

West Indies under-19 women's team crashed to a
heavy seven-wicket loss against Australia at the YSD-
UKM Cricket Oval in Bangi, Malaysia on January 25
in their first Super Six game at the International
Cricket Council (ICC) Women's Under-19 Twenty/20
World Cup.

The Windies sit at the bottom of group one in the
Super Six phase with no points, with both India and
Australia already booking their spots in the semifinals
with six points, after carrying forward points from the
previous group stage.

West Indies have one more game to play but
have no chance of progressing.

Batting first, West Indies were bowled out for a
paltry score of 53 in 16.3 overs — their third score
below three figures in the tournament. Skipper
Samara Ramnath (14 off 19 balls) and Brianna Har-
richaran (17 off 29) were the only Windies players to
score in double digits, as the Aussie bowlers put on a
dominant display.

Left-arm seamer Eleanor Larosa grabbed figures
of two for six from three overs, with Caoimhe Bray
(two for nine) and Tegan Williamson (two for ten)
also among the wickets.

Australia needed all of 65 balls to chase down
the modest target, with captain Lucy Hamilton hitting

28 off 29 to steer her team to the comprehensive win.
Both Bray and opener Kate Pelle made 11 apiece.
Three Windies bowlers took a wicket each.

The Windies will play their last Super Six match
against Bangladesh (two points) from 10.30 pm on
January 27 at the Bayueamas Oval in Kuala Lumpur.

Summarised Scores: WEST INDIES U-19s — 53
from 16.3 overs (Brianna Harricharan 17, Samara
Ramnath 14; Eleanor Larosa 2/6, Caoimhe Bray 2/9)
vs AUSTRALIA U-19s — 57/3 from 10.5 overs (Lucy
Hamilton 28, C Bray 11 not out; Erin Deane 1/5).
Australia won by seven wickets.
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IS IN BUSINESS OVER 40 YEARS

We can sell your property for the A Complete Real
best price on the market Estate Service:
* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT g g:I’I,ii:gg
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Guyana offers a distinct experience for the tourism market

“Qur vision is clear: To ensure that every new hotel is
filled with visitors drawn by the vibrant culture and
sporting events we offer,”- H.E. Dr Irfaan Ali,
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana

USE ONLY OFFICIALLY LICENSED
TOURISM BUSINESSES AND GUIDES

The Guyana Tourism Authority is issuing an urgent reminder to book tour experiences
exclusively with licensed tourism operators when visiting Guyana.

A complete list of officially licensed businesses is available on the
Guyana Tourism Authority's Facebook page.

For further inquiries, please contact the Authority via email at
info@guyanatourism.com or WhatsApp at +592 638 5128.

&oeemmned]

with your roots!

This year, experience the vibrant Mashramani
celebrations, the Rupununi Rodeo, Bartica
Regatta, and the fun-filled Easter traditicons that

make our homeland so unigque. ‘
Reconnect with the warmth, culture, and beauty
of Guyana—there's no place like home, ‘

TAKING CARE OF CLINICAL SERVICES OFFERED:;
All Your Dental Needs O Testh Whitening

O Laser Dentistry
Dentists: Dr. Clive R. Jagan, Dr. Shane A. Jagan, O Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Kyle V. Jagan, Dr. lan N. Jagan O Implantology (Implasts)
We at JOC have one objective in mind: To make sure you get O Endodontics (Rootcanais)
the professional and personal attention you deserve. O Prosthodontics (Dentures,
So be ready for a reimed and pain free dental expedence. Crown & Bridge, Veneers, etc)

= 'I m — -:' '__ :-.; 1
, 11 Lamaha and Light Streets, o E'—"if’-‘-f“--t"_-'-‘-' iy De Sl
Georgetown, Guyana O Periodontics {Gum Surgeries, Deep
Tod: (592 ) 226-0400 wralin p-pidmeniation. #cd
e-mail; infoEiagandentalcentre.com Scali g‘?i‘ plf % Y
WA, jagandentaloentie, com O Oral Sungery (Extractions)




