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Work starts on Guyana’s first School for the Deaf Transformation of communities to continue

AS part of continued efforts to
promote inclusive education and the
development of all learners, the Minis-
ter of Education, Priya Manickchand on
Tuesday turned the sod to mark the
commencement of construction of the
country’s first dedicated school for the
deaf.

This landmark project, valued at
G$194,472,570 will be executed by Su-
perior Supplies and General Construc-
tion and is scheduled to be completed
within nine months, the Education Min-
istry said in a press release.

Located in Cummings Lodge,
Greater Georgetown, the state-of-the-
art facility will cater to 30 learners who
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are deaf, providing a nurturing environ-
ment that celebrates and supports per-
sons living with this disability.

The contract for the construction
of the building was awarded after it
went through the procurement process
by way of public tender, the Education
Ministry said.

Beyond being a school, the facility
will serve as a resource hub for deaf
youth, fostering community connec-
tions and enabling personal growth.

In brief remarks, Minister Man-
ickchand said: “This school is a testa-
ment to our government’s dedication to
inclusivity and equal opportunities for
all learners.”

The minister commended the
work the Deaf Association of Guyana
has been doing over the years, and
noted that the government is working
towards establishing more inclusive
spaces across the country.

PRESIDENT, Dr. Irfaan Ali has
pledged to continue making more re-
sources available at the community
level, in order to foster further trans-
formation.

The President reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s position during a commu-
nity engagement with residents of
Friendship on the East Bank of De-
merara.

The government’s aim is to ad-
vance growth and development at the
community level.

“In this 2025 Budget, you will
see a tremendous focus on community
investment. We want to build commu-
nity assets, community wealth,” the
Head of State said.

The meeting, one of two for
Tuesday afternoon, is a part of the
Head of State’s drive to interact di-
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rectly with ordinary Guyanese, on is-
sues and solutions to problems.

At Friendship, he pledged to ad-
dress issues of drainage, construction
of roads and to work with persons to
resolve longstanding land issues.

The President also met with resi-
dents of Garden of Eden, East Bank of
Demerara, and listened to their con-
cerns.

In that community, he said the
government would also address issues
of deplorable roads, clogged drains,
absence of street lights and low water
pressure.

Also, a team from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) is
expected to address land and air pollu-
tion and other environmental issues.

In this regard, the President said
that the concerns will be addressed in
the shortest possible time frame.

He also tasked the Minister of
Natural Resources, Vickram Bharrat;
the Minister within the Ministry of
Housing and Water, Susan Rodrigues
and the Minister within the Office of
the Prime Minister, Kwame McCoy,
to work with key agencies and the
communities to resolve the issues
raised.
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| CAN WALK
BAREFOOT ON THE
BEACH AGAIN!

| ocal acupuncture clinic is treating the untreatabile,

Pain comas in many shapes and
siras. One of the most debilitating
being the burning and tingling that
comes with peripharal neurcpathy.
A disease that comes with years of
shooting,  stabhing  pain  that
gradually  ands in numbnass,
balance problams, and on occasion,
amputations. A disease that was
ancea classified as irreparable.

Michasl R, of East York was facing
such a fate,

“I stopped golfing. lwasn’t
taking walks on the beach with
my wife. | was living on
gabapentin and
antidepressants and
everywhere | went, my doctor,
the specialists, the pain
institute, told me there was no
cure. How are you supposed to
live your life knowing that
everyday brings pain and
suffaring?”

Paripheral neuropathy is a result of
damage o the nerves, commanly
causad by a lack of blood flow to tha
hands and fest. This causes narves
to begin to degenerate due to a lack
of nukrient flow, Most peripheral
neurcpathy  sufferars  experiance
heightened sensitivity to  touch
making it almost impossible for
those diagnosad to ewven wear
shoas, much less enjoy life.

“It was like walking on sharp river
rocks. | barely lefl my recliner” shares
Michael whose experience 5 not
uncoemmon for those diagnosed with
peripheral noropathy.

That is until he found Teresa Lau of
LS Medicine in Hiverdale, Toronto.
Teresa and her staff have pioneered &
cutting edge, medical solution to
treat neurapathy, eliminate ar greatly
recuce its symptoms and give people
their lives back. And theyre daing it
without the use of prescription
medications and invasive surgeries.

incredible  at
restaring blood flow and stimulating
damaged nerves, preventing them
from dying off” tells Tarasa Lau, "We
taka our treatments a step further by
inteqgrating ATP FHesonance Bio
Tharapy™ which fargets specific
nerves in the  bhody  using
microcurrent, ATP tharapy is like
watering o plant, This treatment will
stimulate the blood vessels to grow
back around the perpheral narvas
and provide them with the proper
nutrients 1o heal and repair,”

“Acupuncture s

Thrae months later Michasl

is thrilled with his progress,

“I can walk barefoot on the
beach again!™

peripheral neuropathy with incredible results!

Success stories like Michasl's are
el alypical Tor the slall at TLC
Medicing “We have a D0% success
rate at treating neuropathy,” shares
lTeresa.

The number of treatments needed
to allow the nerves o fully recover
wiill vary from persan to persan and
can only be determined after a
detailed neuralogical and vascular
avaluation. 5o lang as you have not
sustained more than 85% naervo
damage TIL.C Madicine offers hapa
where thare once was nona.

While Michaal's paripheral
nauropathy was idiopathic, meaning
the cause iz unknown, Teresa’s
treatment can  also help people
whose neurgpathy  is caused by
dlabetes ar chemotherapy.

“We have seen trameandous
success in treating
neurcpathy of all types
through very personalized
treatmants, specifically
tallored to treat each
individual case.”

To schedule a consultation and
complete evaluation, call (416!
461 - 05681 but do so quickly
because TLC Medicine Is taking a
limited numbser af ey
nauropathy patients.

Visit www.TLC-Medicine.ca to learn more

and to take advantage of their NEW PATIENT OFFER!
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500 additional body cameras acquired
for Guyana police force

The Ministry of Home Affairs has procured an additional 500 body cameras
for members of the Guyana Police Force (GPF) to improve interactions between
the police and the public.

The goal of the body cameras is to capture digital audio-video evidence for
criminal, civil, and traffic-related court cases.

They will assist in accurately documenting events and interactions, enhancing
accuracy in reports and reviewing procedures and interpersonal actions between
police officers and the public.

The Minister of Home Affairs, Robeson Benn, said these additional systems
will complement the over 200 cameras sourced last year, with additional purchases
to be made in the future.

“We had situations where there is a questioning of the interaction between the
police and the public and questions of professional behaviour and conduct,” he em-
phasised during a press conference at the Arthur Ching Conference Centre (ACCC)
on Monday.

According to Minister Benn, the introduction of this initiative has helped re-
duce instances where officers were assaulted or disrupted in the execution of their
duties.

“It’s a move towards engaging and recording and making sure that there is suf-
ficient information to determine...which is the best approach to resolving an issue,”
he said.

Officers will undergo training to ensure they know how to operate the cameras
effectively.

Members of the Customs Anti-Narcotic Unit and the Guyana Prison Service
are also being outfitted with similar cameras.

The Commissioner of Police, Clifton Hicken, warned police officers to ensure
their body cameras are on when they are engaging with members of the public.

This initiative is aimed at modernising Guyana’s security institution and fos-

tering trust and confidence in the country’s law enforcement agencies.

A Barbados for
every budget

Barbados is a dream destination for Canadians—and it doesn’t have to re-
main a dream. With options ranging from five-star indulgence to wallet-friendly

escapes, Barbados caters to travelers of all budgets while delivering unforgettable

experiences.

With direct flights from Toronto and Montreal via Air Canada and WestJet,
Barbados is easier to reach than ever. Escape winter with affordable off-season
rates from May to November, or join the vibrant party atmosphere during the
Crop Over Festival in summer and the Food & Rum Festival in the fall.

And what better time with Blue Monday around the corner? This is the per-
fect opportunity to trade the winter blues for the blue waters of this island para-
dise. Whether you’re splurging or saving, Barbados offers warm turquoise
waters, rich cultural heritage, and a welcoming spirit that fits any budget.

For Luxury Seekers

Indulge at the iconic Sandy Lane Hotel, a favorite among celebrities and
royalty, where private butlers, championship golf courses, and spa treatments re-
define opulence. Charter a catamaran with companies like Cool Runnings for a
VIP snorkeling experience with sea turtles, followed by a private sunset dinner at
the renowned The Cliff restaurant, perched dramatically above the ocean.

For Mid-Range Explorers

Stay at boutique properties like Little Arches Boutique Hotel, a stylish hide-
away near Enterprise Beach. Spend your days enjoying the powdery sands of
Accra Beach, sampling rum punches at Cuzz’s Fish Shack, or discovering history
at the Garrison Savannah. For dinner, head to Tapas, located on the South Coast
Boardwalk. This trendy seaside restaurant offers stunning ocean views and a
menu featuring a mix of Spanish-inspired small plates and Caribbean flavours.

For Budget-Conscious Travelers

Barbados is affordable without cutting corners on fun! Check into cozy ho-
tels like Pirates Inn, just steps from Rockley Beach. Snack on delicious fish cut-
ters from Cutters of Barbados or feast on flying fish and cou-cou at the vibrant
Oistins Fish Fry on Friday nights. Explore the island via the local ZR vans—an
authentic (and cheap!) way to see Barbados like a local. For activities, snorkel at
Folkestone Marine Park, hike through the lush Welchman Hall Gully, or marvel
at the natural beauty of Animal Flower Cave—all for under $15 CAD.

Minister of Home Affairs Robeson Benn

1.7 million tonnes of

bauxite produced in 2024
as industry sees boost

Guyana’s bauxite industry is experiencing a significant resurgence. The 1.7
million tonnes of bauxite that was produced in 2024 represents a 225 per cent in-
crease when compared to 2023.

During a press briefing on Tuesday, the Minister of Natural Resources, Vick-
ram Bharrat, described the level of production as a remarkable turnaround of a
sector that he said was in decline.

He noted that a rigorous effort was made to revitalize the industry, which
was still reeling from the withdrawal of the Bauxite Company of Guyana Inc
(Rusal) when the PPP/C government assumed office in 2020.

“Bauxite has been a success story over the last few years. In 2023, the pro-
duction of bauxite was at 523,732 tonnes,” the natural resources minister dis-
closed.

Between 2014 and 2020, the sector experienced a 40 per cent slump in pro-
duction and half of its workforce were laid-off.

Minister Bharrat said the loss of some 500 jobs hit families and communities
hard in Linden, [tuni and Kwakwani in Region Ten.

Today, more than 1,000 Guyanese are employed in the sector.

According to the minister, the hike in production and employment is largely
attributed to increased investment by BOSAI Mineral Group, which has commit-
ted to expanding its operations in Region Ten.

“That is an increase of about 300 persons in 2024. We will continue to see
significant investment by the company,” he noted.

Minister Bharrat noted that the company has invested in barges to transport
ore to its transshipment point located a few miles off Guyana’s shore.

This development, he added, enables the shipment of larger quantities of ore
from Guyana to its destinations abroad.
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Guyana condemns Maduro’s move to name
“Governor of the Guayana Esequiba”

Guyana has condemned the latest
actions of Venezuela’s President Nicolas
Maduro to assert claims over the Esse-
quibo region.

The country via a statement
through its Ministry of Foreign Affairs
expressed ‘grave concern’ regarding re-
cent actions and statements by the Gov-
ernment of Venezuela, which constitutes
a clear violation of the Argyle Agree-
ment of December 14, 2023, and the
binding Order of the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) issued on December 1,
2023.

The ministry on Wednesday cited
the Argyle Agreement, signed in the
presence of regional and international
interlocutors.

It reminded that this binding agree-
ment unequivocally commits Guyana
and Venezuela to refrain from escalating
any conflict or disagreement arising
from the territorial controversy between
the two States.

“This includes refraining from ac-
tions that could aggravate tensions or
alter the current situation in the disputed
territory, pending resolution in accor-
dance with international law,” the state-
ment read, adding:

“However, the announcement by
President Nicolas Maduro on January 7,
2025, regarding the election of a “Gov-
ernor of the Guayana Esequiba“ by “the
people of Guayana Esequiba” consti-
tutes a direct violation of these commit-
ments. This unilateral action disregards
the spirit of the Argyle Agreement un-
dermines the agreed framework for dia-
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The International Court of Justice in the Hague is still to determine the legitimacy of the Venezuelan claim

logue and peaceful coexistence and sig-
nificantly escalates tensions between our
nations.”

The  Ministry  noted  that
Venezuela’s most recent assertation
would be “flagrant violation’ of the most
fundamental principles of international
law, if it forges ahead with its attempt to
conduct an election in Guyanese terri-
tory involving the participation of
Guyanese nationals.

Guyana  also

pointed  out

Guyana President Irfaan Ali with his Venezuelan counterpart Nicolas
Maduro during a meeting in 2023 to discuss the border dispute

Venezuela’s violation of the interna-
tional court’s December 2023 order,
which stated that both States must avoid
actions that might aggravate or extend
the controversy or make it more difficult
to resolve.

“President Maduro’s statement,
coupled with any actions to integrate the
Essequibo region into Venezuela’s ad-
ministrative framework, including by
calling for an election “by the people of
Guayana

Esequiba” of a governor of
“Guayana Esequiba,” represents a bla-
tant disregard for this binding Order,”
the statement read.

Guyana is arguing that such actions
not only jeopardize the judicial process
but also undermine the authority of the
ICJ as the principal judicial organ of the
United Nations.

Guyana, the Ministry noted, also
reserves the right to ask the Court for ad-
ditional provisional measures in the
event that Venezuela takes any steps to-
ward conducting its so-called “election”

in Guyanese territory or involving
Guyanese nationals.

Further reiterating its commitment
Guyana categorically rejects
Venezuela’s claims to the Essequibo and
is urging Venezuela to immediately
cease all actions that contravene the Ar-
gyle Agreement and the ICJ Order and
to recommiit to the principles of interna-
tional law and peaceful dispute resolu-
tion to which it agreed at Argyle.

Guyana noted that is prepared to
engage in “constructive dialogue” under
the agreed frameworks, but the country
will not or accept unilateral actions that
threaten its sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity.

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Co-operative Republic of Guyana re-
quests assurances from the Government
of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
that it will respect its international obli-
gations and refrain from further actions
that undermine the peaceful resolution
of this longstanding controversy. In con-
formity with international law.”
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Editorial from the Guyana Chroni-
cle, January 15 2025

There are some people in the op-
position camp who are so blinded by
negativity that they see nothing positive
emanating from the policies, pro-
grammes and projects executed by the
PPP/C administration.

They are so consumed by partisan
politics that they find fault in every-
thing the administration does. As the
saying goes, those who only look for
faults can see nothing else.

Take the recent attempts by the op-
position APNU+AFC to convey the im-
pression that funding for the
gas-to-shore project by the US Exim
Bank was encountering problems, de-
spite assurances by the administration
to the contrary.

Now that the loan agreement has
been signed, the political opposition
has found itself in an awkward position
for having attempted to deceive the
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Going Positive

Guyanese people.

That propensity by the political
opposition to mislead the Guyanese
people appeared so ingrained in its psy-
che that it is well-nigh impossible for
them to acknowledge basic truths about
our national life. They cannot come to
terms with the fact that the PPP/C was
democratically elected to office in inter-
nationally verified elections.

They continue to cast doubts on
the integrity of the Guyana Elections
Commission (GECOM) and its Chair-
person when in fact it was the
APNU+AFC that conspired with rogue
elements of the GECOM Secretariat to
rig the March 2020 General and Re-
gional elections.

Unashamedly, they continue to
peddle a false narrative of being
cheated out of office despite the fact
that the recount exercise, supervised by
CARICOM observers and under the
watchful eyes of local and international
observers determined that the election

results truly reflected the will of the
electorate.

Meanwhile, GECOM has begun
preparations for yet another General
and Regional elections due later this
year. Already the familiar chants of
GECOM’s ‘readiness’ and ‘impartial-
ity” are being heard both from the PNC
and the AFC. The opposition parties are
already making frivolous demands for a
new house-to-house registration and the
introduction of biometrics.

As pointed out by PPP General
Secretary, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, the PPP
is not opposed to biometrics in princi-
ple but noted that adequate mechanisms
are already in place by GECOM to en-
sure a free and fair poll.

The concern is that the political
opposition with its propensity for mis-
chief could see biometrics as yet an-
other ploy at attempted manipulation of
the electoral process. Regarding the
sanitization of the Voters List, the intro-
duction of Continuous Registration is

EDITORIAL & OPINIONS

intended to do just that, which, in addi-
tion to the statutory Claims and Objec-

tions period, are reasonably adequate to
ensure a clean and accurate list of elec-
tors.

The current attempt by the politi-
cal opposition to question the compe-
tence of GECOM and its Chairperson
to conduct free and fair elections is a
worrying development. One wonders
whether the opposition is already set-
ting the stage to cry foul in anticipation
of a crushing electoral defeat at the up-
coming polls.

The ruling PPP/C administration,
however, remains undaunted by the ut-
terances of the political opposition and
is doing everything within its power to
ensure that the Guyanese people benefit
maximally from the fruits of democracy
and that GECOM is provided with the
requisite financial and other resources
to effectively carry out its mandate of
delivering free, fair and credible elec-
tions.

Absence of a fixed date does not stop election preparation

Dear Editor,

PLEASE permit me space in your
letter column to given clarity to some
misleading matters that were published
in the January 8, 2025 edition of the
Guyana Times in an article titled,
“GECOM awaits official date for E-
DAY to formally begin preparations —
CEO - as over 2,800 transactions facil-
itated during current Claims & Objec-
tions period.”

The article conveys that “formal
preparations remain on hold, with the
Guyana Elections Commission
(GECOM) awaiting an announcement
on a date from President, Dr Irfaan Ali.”
This is ambiguous in relation to the
preparation of a work-plan (not “war
plan”) delineating the statutory activities
and their respective enabling adminis-
trative tasks for the conduct of the elec-

tions.

Such a work-plan can be prepared
only after the President would have
named a date for the conduct of General
and Regional Elections this year.

However, the absence of a fixed
date for the elections does not prohibit
the GECOM Secretariat from embark-
ing on the conduct of non-statutory
preparatory activities e.g. developing
strategies for procurement, Civic and
Voter Education and Logistics, and revi-
sion of the manuals in line with the
amendments that were made to the Rep-
resentation of the People Act to be fol-
lowed by the conduct of training of
management staff for the elections.

It follows, therefore, that there is no
issue about GECOM being unable to
initiate its official preparations for the
elections until the President announces

the official date for the hosting of the
elections.

I have absolutely no idea what is
meant by the commission is yet to “re-
ceive the formal mandate to proceed
with the necessary groundwork,” and I
certainly did not provide any such com-
ment to the reporter who spoke with me
over the telephone.

The reporter did ask about critical
(her word) preparations, such as the in-

troduction of cameras at polling stations
and the use of biometrics. I responded
by emphasising that (i) the issue of bio-
metrics was currently engaging the at-
tention of the commission, and (ii)
discussion on the issue of the introduc-
tion of cameras at polling stations had
not commenced as yet.

Sincerely,

Vishnu Persaud

Chief Election Officer

Send us your letters

Equality welcomes letters to the editor from all of our readers. If you have
an issue you would like to air in public, or an opinion to offer, please submit
your letter to the editor to Equalitygroup@rogers.com.

Please note that all letters are subjected to be edited for space and to en-
sure they meet our legal requirements. Letter writers must include contact in-
formation, which will be withheld from publication, so we can contact the
writer to ensure the authenticity of the contribution.
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Sarnia Mayor: Canada-U.S. relationship
'deteriorating’' under Trump's tariff threats

The mayor of a Canadian border
city says the prime minister and pre-
miers should speak to communities like
his about frustration with the United
States that is bubbling up over president-
elect Donald Trump's proposed tariffs
and comments about absorbing Canada.

"[The relationship] is deteriorating
and people are saying they're not going
to cross the border," said Mike Bradley,
the mayor of Sarnia, Ont., which has a
border crossing with Port Huron, Mich.

"I'm hearing it on a constant basis:
'We don't want to do that anymore be-
cause we're being disrespected."”

On Tuesday, Trump told a news
conference he's looking to use "eco-
nomic force" to "get rid" of the border
between the two countries. His threat to
impose 25 per cent tariffs on Canadian
goods still looms large — and Ottawa is
looking at options to retaliate.

Bradley described Trump's com-
ments as "vexatious drivel" but said the
Republican Party's control of the House
of Representatives and the Senate gives
the president-elect extra sway.

"This time it's different. He is em-
powered," Bradley said in an interview
on Rosemary Barton Live. "He has his
followers all in positions of power."

The Sarnia mayor said he expects
the tariffs to happen, which he said
would affect his community.

According to new data from Statis-
tics Canada, 15.4 per cent of jobs in the
Windsor-Sarnia economic region are at
risk amid Trump's tariff threats.

"Yes, there will be collateral dam-
age in the United States," Bradley told
host Rosemary Barton, but he argued
Trump will blame other factors if his
proposed tariffs affect Americans.

On Wednesday, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau will meet with provincial
and territorial premiers in Ottawa to dis-
cuss Canada-U.S. relations.

Bradley said those politicians
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The US border between Sarnia, Ontario and Port Huron, Michigan

should

be speaking to border community may-
ors like him who are "on the front line.
Talk to us. We understand the complex-
ity of the relationship and know the
American and Canadian people have al-
ways got along," he said.

"We need to get our game better
and we need to stop the partisan politics
and focus on what's best for Canadi-
ans.... What is happening in Ottawa, for
all different reasons, is creating a lot of
uncertainty for us trying to strategize
how to deal with the Americans."

Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie
Joly said Canada has a plan that includes
engaging with American officials on
their concerns about the Canada-U.S.
border and military spending.

"At the same time, we're working
on a retaliation plan," Joly said. She de-
clined to provide details but said "every-
thing is on the table."

Mike Bradley is the mayor of Sarnia

Ac-
cording to a senior Canadian govern-
Canada might place
retaliatory tariffs on several goods like

ment source,

American steel products, glassware and
Florida orange juice. The source stressed

final
decisions have not yet been made.

Joly said Canada has to be "prag-
matic" and "ready" because "when
[Trump] says something, he usually does
it."
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Gov't boosts education infrastructure
with $31.5B investment in 4 years

WITH significant focus being
placed on improving access to educa-
tion at all levels across Guyana, Minis-
ter of Education Priya Manickchand
has said that over $31.5 billion has
been expended on education infrastruc-
ture.

The minister outlined this during
the presentation of her 2024 annual re-
port on the work of the ministry.

She said that this sum catered for
the construction, rehabilitation and ex-
tension of schools across Guyana.

“From 2020 to 2024 we’ve spent
$31,529,228,360 on infrastructure,” she
said.

On new constructions some $13
billion was expended, reconstruction
$7 billion, major extensions accounted
for $8 billion and major rehabilitations
amounted to $2 billion.

Giving a regional breakdown of
sums spent, the minister noted, “Re-
gion One, we’ve spent $870 million; in
Region Two, $3.6 billion; in Region
Three, $3.5 billion; in Region Four,
$8.3 billion; in Region Five, $897 mil-
lion; in Region Six, $751 million; in
Region Seven, $2.4 billion; in Region
Eight, $1.8 billion; in Region Nine,
$2.8 billion; in Region 10, $825 mil-
lion, and in Georgetown, $5.3 billion.”

While she added that it includes
schools at all levels, she noted that
specifically for secondary schools, one
of the promises of the People’s Pro-
gressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) govern-
ment is to deliver universal secondary
education, and the government is inch-
ing closer to this.

Manickchand indicated that all
have seen the major expansions hap-
pening in secondary education across
the country.

Against this backdrop, she specifi-
cally noted that secondary schools were
built or are being built in all regions ex-
cept for Region Five.

Manickchand went on to note that
while persons may look at the invest-

ment as a purely dollar and cents in-
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37 new secondary schools like this one in Georgetown have been built across Guyana since 2020

vestment, what is important to her is
the offering of seats to children across
the country who previously might not
have had access to secondary educa-
tion.

“We are currently building 37 sec-
ondary schools across this country,”
Minister Manickchand said.

This number, she indicated,
equates to just around one third of all
secondary schools that exist now being
done in one term of under the Irfaan Ali
led government.

The expansion and addition of

new schools, Manickchand said, comes

as the numbers of students continue to
increase and also to ensure access to
education.

Going back, she gave an example
of not having some 3,000 spaces at sec-
ondary schools in Georgetown and Re-
gion Three, just as the National Grade
Six Assessment (NGSA) results were
about to be announced some years ago.

At the present moment, she noted
that some students were at primary-
tops which she said is not a place the
government wants it to be in.

As such, Manickchand affirmed:

“We’re not people who wring our

hands, we’re people who find solu-
tions.”

Meanwhile, in addition to second-
ary schools, the minister indicated that
primary schools and nursery schools
are being built where they were non-
existent.

While according to the United Na-
tions, Guyana has already achieved
universal primary education, the gov-
ernment will still ensure they are look-
ing to make sure they either rebuild
where necessary or build new primary

schools where none existed.

Brian Tiwarie, OMC, AA - CEO
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Jagdeo outlines plans to develop re-
newable energy and cut emissions

WITH the 2025 election quickly
approaching, and the People’s Progres-
sive Party (PPP) confident of another
win, General Secretary of the PPP, Dr
Bharrat Jagdeo, said the administration
was taking a diverse approach to develop
Guyana’s energy sector.

Speaking at a recent press confer-
ence, Jagdeo discussed the government’s
plans for the coming years, stressing the
importance of transitioning to cleaner,
more sustainable energy sources. As he
stated, the government aims to introduce
more solar power into the nation’s grid.

“We plan to put in at least 100MW
of solar power. This is leaving out the
small solar panels that are given to each
household in the riverine and the hinter-
land communities, but these would be
connected to the grid.”

He noted that about 35MW of this
solar energy was already being installed
in three regions — Regions 6, 2, and 10.

The Geneal Secretary also dis-
cussed the ongoing development of the
Amaila Falls hydropower project. He as-
sured that although the project is still un-
derway, it will play a larger role in
providing energy for the country once
completed.

“Now, the Amaila falls project,
when we were developing it, it was
165MW. At the beginning, we told [you]
that with new technology, and without
increasing the size of the reservoir, you
can get up to 300MW from the same
project. So, it depends on what the final
configuration of the project is and its
output.”

Originally designed for 165MW,
the hydropower project could potentially
generate up to 300MW, significantly
contributing to the renewable energy
mix. Jagdeo, who is also the country’s
Vice President, emphasised that while
the gas-to-energy project may not be cat-
egorised as renewable, it would still play
a critical role in reducing the country’s
carbon emissions.

“We always will get 300MW com-
ing from the gas-to-energy project. Now,
this may not be considered renewable
energy, but as you saw, it would reduce
the emission profile of the country,”
Jagdeo stated.

Moreover, he explained that using
natural gas, instead of more polluting
fuels like bunker C, would lower emis-
sions. “If we burn 100 million or a mil-
lion barrels less of bunker C, which is
much more polluting, a million barrels
per year, then we can cut from the same
maybe emissions by 50% by generating
with gas instead of bunker C.”

The General Secretary also dis-
cussed the potential for future projects,
including the possibility of bringing gas
onshore from offshore sites. “We may
then go to another 300MW coming from
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gas. We may be able in the future to
bring gas onshore from the other project
that we are hoping to work with Exxon
to monetise the gas.”

Jagdeo acknowledged the complex-
ity of the energy mix and the variables at
play, but assured that the PPP will con-
tinue to develop the country’s energy
sector through a number of projects.
While the exact composition of the fu-
ture energy mix remains under discus-

sion, Jagdeo reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to balancing renew-
able energy sources, cutting emissions,

Advertise in Equality and

and ensuring energy security for the
country.
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Guyana to tackle respitatory disease

USING US$15 million in fund-
ing, the Ministry of Health will be
rolling out a three-year project in
March to help strengthen local sur-

veillance and laboratory systems and

to recruit more specialists to combat
viral diseases.

This is according to Minister of

Health Dr Frank Anthony, who told
reporters on Friday that the focus
will not be on a single virus but
everything that affects the human
population.

With regard to the Human
Metapneumovirus (HMPV) which
has turned into a global epidemic,
the minister told reporters following
the handing over of vector-control
supplies to the tune of G$646 mil-
lion, that no cases have been de-
tected here.

L

He stated that in the region, the Caribbean Public
Health Agency (CARPHA) has the capability to diagnose

and in fact, this is not a new thing,
since it has been around for many
years and from looking at the profile
of the disease, it is not one with a high
fatality rate.

“So, it’s pathogens. It is not a
new disease... let’s say it’s a cousin of
the respiratory syncytial virus (RSV).
We can manage it quite successfully
but we have seen what’s happening
globally. We made sure we took sam-
ples and sent it [sic] for diagnosis, so
if people get sick when they come in
to our facilities or come for a test, we
will obviously be able to take that
sample and be able to make the diag-

T
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b nosis, and that is what everybody is
i \ doing with infectious diseases,” the
Dr Frank Anthony minister said.

He reported that in Guyana, a lot
of work has been done to manage viral diseases. This year,
the work will continue, using the money that was disbursed
through the Pandemic Fund.
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People around the world can now enjoy Guyana’s natural beauty via a new streaming channel

Streaming platform launched to show-

case Guyana’'s top tourist destinations

TOURISTS and adventure seekers
can now enjoy the beauty of Guyana
from anywhere in the world with Visi-
tapoint.gy. Industry leaders and tourism
professionals gathered on Saturday at
the WANSat Office for the launch of
Visitapoints.gy., a cutting-edge addi-
tion to the country’s tourism landscape,
Visitapoints.gy is an innovative stream-
ing platform developed by Vista Serv-
ices Inc to showcase Guyana’s
breathtaking natural eco-destinations.

Orson Ferguson, Managing Direc-
tor of Vista Services Inc., shared that
the platform aims to be the go-to place
for tourists to virtually experience
some of Guyana’s top tourist destina-
tions. With the use of state-of-the-art
camera and footage, the platform aims
to give potential tourists a pristine view
of Guyana from anywhere in the world.

“Vistapoints.gy was created to
make it easy for people around the
world and at home to get a taste of
Guyana’s unparalleled natural beauty.
Using solar-powered, high-definition
cameras and high-efficiency satellite
equipment, our platform delivers the
highest quality video stream using the
smallest possible footprint. This aligns
with our LCDS Policy and underscores
our commitment to sustainability,” Fer-
guson explained.

He also emphasized that the com-
pany is collaborating with the Pro-
tected Areas Commission to expand the

platform by including other prominent
sites. The collaboration aims to expand
the platform to feature additional key
locations is critical for showcasing the
diverse attractions that Guyana has to
offer. By highlighting a broader range
of eco-destinations, Visitapoints can
appeal to a wider audience of potential
visitors, from adventure seekers to cul-
tural enthusiasts.

This expansion supports local
tourism by driving interest and traffic
to lesser-known areas, creating oppor-
tunities for small businesses and com-
munity-based initiatives to thrive.
Ferguson emphasized that collabora-
tion with local stakeholders is vital for
ensuring that these expansions are both
culturally authentic and economically
impactful.

Ms Dee George, Chair of the
Tourism and Hospitality Association of
Guyana (THAG), highlighted the plat-
form’s potential to transform tourism.

“Vistapoints.gy provides a win-
dow into Guyana’s stunning land-
scapes, rich culture and unique
experiences. Through authentic story-
telling, it connects audiences globally,
fostering international tourism while
preserving and celebrating our her-
itage.” George said. She also expressed
enthusiasm about Vista Services’ ongo-
ing innovations, suggesting that more
ground-breaking developments are on
the horizon.

Andre Jones, CEO of satellite in-
ternet provider WANSat emphasised
the role that technology can play in ad-
vancing other sectors, stating that,
“This collaboration demonstrates how
local innovation and advanced technol-
ogy can elevate Guyana’s profile. The
solar-powered equipment, with its pro-
grammable power-saving capabilities,

aligns perfectly with our country’s vi-

sion for sustainable development.
Vistapoints.gy is not just a platform—
it’s a benchmark for digital media in
the region,” Jones remarked.

Moving forward, Vistapoints.gy,
and similar platforms are poised to re-
define how people connect with
Guyana, seamlessly blending technol-
ogy, cultural promotion and sustain-
ability.
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Health initiatives represent an invest-
ment in people, says Minister Anthony

HEALTH Minister Dr. Frank An-
thony, along with President Dr. Irfaan
Ali and other cabinet ministers, recently
highlighted the significant strides being
made in Guyana’s healthcare sector.

During an engagement with resi-
dents of Strathspey, East Coast Demer-
ara, on Saturday, Dr. Anthony
emphasised that the transformation of
healthcare in the country is not cen-
tralised in major cities but is instead
reaching every community. This
progress is being driven by substantial
investments aimed at improving health-
care infrastructure and services nation-
wide. The government’s efforts are
focused on ensuring that people in all
regions benefit from these develop-
ments, reflecting a more inclusive ap-
proach to healthcare.

Dr Anthony highlighted several
key initiatives aimed at expanding
healthcare accessibility, aligning with
the government’s broader objective.
One notable programme he cited was
the eye testing and spectacles initiative,
launched last year, which targeted both
children and the elderly. This pro-
gramme provided eye screenings, as
well as spectacles for those in need.

Dr. Anthony further emphasised
that the programme also addressed
more serious eye conditions, such as
cataracts. A list was created to ensure
that individuals requiring cataract sur-
gery would receive the necessary treat-
ment. The initiative also extended to
school children, particularly those 18
years and younger, who had eye issues.

The minister shared that the re-
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general checkup, Dr Anthony ex-
plained.

If any issue is found, Dr Anthony
said that these children are brought to
the requisite facilities to get aid.

The Health Minister then said: “So
it’s not waiting until the complications
of these things develop. We’re actively
going out, searching for the issues and
fixing them.”

Last year, more than 20,000 nurs-
ery school children were screened. In

:' ¥ addition, screening of primary school

children started and more than 17,000

primary school children were screened.
The Health Minister also high-

lighted the big investment that the gov-

! ernment is making in vaccines.

“For older people, of course, we

& want to make sure that if you got sugar,

President Ali greets residents of Strathspey, ECD

sponse to the programme was over-
whelmingly positive, with more than
100 people taking advantage of the
services offered, indicating the commu-
nity’s strong engagement with these
healthcare services.

“When the President spoke about
interaction and working with communi-
ties, this is how we work with our com-
munities. This is how we find people in
our communities that need services.

“Prior to this, a programme like
this did not exist, or you would have

had to come to the hospital to be able to
get this type of service. Instead, we are
bringing this service into your commu-
nity so that we can make sure that peo-
ple are strong,” the Health Minister
said.

Also, another very important pro-
gramme that the President started is one
that deals with school health, the Health
Minister said.

Every single nursery school child
is being screened, whether it is for eye,
ear or dental issues and also given a

§ you got high blood pressure, that we

can manage it properly...And, there-
fore, we can prevent people from get-
ting complicated.”

Aside from those initiatives, the
Health Minister turned his attention to
the regional hospitals being built. He
stated that progress is being seen
throughout all communities.

“This is how this PPP/C govern-
ment has worked. It’s all about invest-
ing in people, because we believe that
our people are our greatest assets.”

For the East Coast residents, they
would not have to travel all the way to
the capital city, Georgetown, as there
will be a state-of-the-art hospital at En-
more and a maternal and paediatric hos-
pital at Ogle.

The World Guyanese Congress (WGC) is a federally
incorporated non-partisan global organisation that
represents the interests of citizens of Guyanese heritage
around the world. The organisation focuses on the
successful development of our communities globally
with an emphasis on leadership development and
collaborative activities in diaspora communities to
strengthen the community worldwide.

The organisation is headquartered in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada and led by a Chairman and Executive Committee
supported by an Advisory Council and various
Committees as well as a Board of Governors that acts as
ambassadors for the organisation. It has nine national

and regional chapters:

worldwide.
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Key priorities of the WGC include:

== Build a globally cohesive community with a focus on
youth and women in business and civic leadership
Support social entrepreneurship and civic
engagement in communities around the world.

Engage diaspora communities in the social and
economic development of Guyana.

World Guyanese Congress
5200 Yonge Street, 2nd Floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M2N 5P6
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To find out more about World
Guyanese Congress and our goals and
priorities. Scan the QR code, or visit
WWW.WQC-0rg.com

If you have any questions feel free to
get in touch:

Email: mail@wgc-org.com
Telephone: 1-800-317-0804
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Investments geared towards eco-
nomic expansion - President Ali

PRESIDENT Dr Irfaan Ali has
said that his government’s policies,
programmes and investments are all
aimed at economic expansion and have
further reinvigorated the local private
sector, with expansion visible in almost
every sector.

The Head of State made these re-
marks during a live broadcast during
which he discussed the investments and
jobs created over the past four years.

“Jobs and investment are critical
for the expansion of the private sector,
for a healthy economy, for a sustain-
able economy, and it’s a litmus test in
relation to government’s policies and
programmes and investment,” he said.

He added that these policies and
programmes must lead to economic ex-
pansion and lead to confidence in the
economy.

Examining the impacts of his ad-
ministration’s policies and programmes
from 2020 to 2024, President Ali noted
that there are various comparative ad-
vantages in the region and his govern-
ment prides itself in developing
strategies that carry very low opera-
tional costs among other things.

Against this backdrop, he said that
one of the indicators of confidence in
the economy and how the private sec-
tor perceives the economy, one must
look at private sector credit.

Providing figures comparing the
previous APNU+AFC tenure in gov-
ernment to the current People’s Pro-
gressive Party/Civic’s (PPP/C) term, he
noted that under the previous adminis-
tration, there was very low confidence
in the policies of the government.

Pointing to the comparative graph,
Dr Ali highlighted that a flat period can
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be seen in relation to private sector

President Ali further detailed that

what occurred during that period was a
crowding out of the private sector as
the former administration was just bor-
rowing with no plan for improving pro-
ductivity or increasing opportunities
for the private sector.

During this time, he added that
domestic credit to the central govern-
ment increased from $28 billion in
2014 to some $148 billion.

He added, “And that is what col-
lapsed our economy in the past; the
same philosophy of the APNU+AFC
government... borrowing, borrowing,
borrowing and not creating wealth. So,
the government borrowing during that
period in government increased by 428
per cent.”

Credit to the government was
some 16 times higher than credit to the
private sector and as a result, the pri-
vate sector was regressing with tens of
thousands of persons losing their jobs
and further contributing to a loss of
productivity and loss of competitive-

ness.

growth and private sector credit and

very flat investment or credit to the pri-
vate sector. _——
“The period of the People’s Pro- ——
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on private sector, credit, confidence in
the economy, confidence to invest and
as a result, credit to the private sector
increased by more than 60 per cent MODEL# BLION-EW1500
from June 2020 to June 2024,” he ex-
pressed.

This growth, he explained, is more
than three times the growth seen during

the entire APNU+AFC period.
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CARPHA urges Region to enhance surveil-
lance amid rise in respiratory illnesses

THE Trinidad-based Caribbean
Public Health Agency (CARPHA)

urges Caribbean countries to enhance

their surveillance amid reports of in-
creased respiratory illnesses, includ-
ing human metapneumovirus
(HMPV).

“The Caribbean Region is cur-
rently experiencing peak travel and

tourism season, marked by increased

air and cruise-ship travel, which is

typically associated with a rise in res-

piratory illnesses among both trav-
ellers and local populations. The

concurrent occurrence of multiple res-

piratory outbreaks, as seen in China,
poses a risk of straining health sys-

tems and response efforts,” CARPHA

said.
“Overall cases have slightly in-

creased, though severe acute respira-

tory infection (SARI) cases remain
low. Influenza activity is rising,
driven primarily by Influenza A
(HIN1), while respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV) activity, although ele-

vated, has declined over the past four

epidemiological weeks, COVID-19
activity continues at low levels.

CARPHA said it would continue
to monitor the evolving epidemiologi-

cal situation and analyse syndromic

- r
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HMPV Outbreak In China is causing widespread concern around the world

data related to fever and respiratory
symptoms. It is focused on bolstering
national and regional capacity to re-
spond to potential outbreaks and pan-

Hospitals in China are being overhwelmed by a surge in HMPV

BMO 22 Bank of Montreal
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demics.

It is recommended that Member
States strengthen respiratory-disease
surveillance systems and public health
capacity to promptly detect and re-
spond to suspected cases. This en-
sures the health system is
well-equipped to deal with any possi-
ble increase in respiratory illness
cases.

It also recommends appropriate
non-pharmaceutical measures where
there is suspected exposure or risk in
keeping with established protocols
and enhanced tourism-based surveil-
lance for travellers arriving by air and
sea.

“CARPHA recognises that its
member countries may have molecu-
lar testing capacity for the detection
of HMPYV included in special viral
panels such as the BioFire. For respi-
ratory samples sent to CARPHA, the
CARPHA Medical Microbiology
Laboratory (CMML) follows its algo-
rithm for respiratory testing.

“As such, samples are first
screened for influenza viruses; if neg-
ative for COVID-19 and Influenza

Stenson Arul

Mortgage Specialist

and the samples meet the special cri-
teria of patients under five years and
over 65 years with special respiratory
conditions such as pneumonia, bron-
chopneumonia, bronchiolitis, etc.,
same sample will then be tested for
non-Influenza viruses, of which
HMPYV is one of seven.”

In 2024, the CMML did 313 tests
for non-influenza viruses, of which 11
were positive for HMPV, the respira-
tory virus in the family with RSV,
which generally causes upper and
lower respiratory disease in people of
all ages, especially among children
under five, older adults and those with
weakened immune systems.

Symptoms include cough, fever,
nasal congestion and shortness of
breath, which may progress to bron-
chitis or pneumonia, similar to other
viruses that cause upper and lower
respiratory infections.

The estimated incubation period
is three to six days but can extend to
14 days, and the median duration of
illness can vary depending on severity
but is similar to other viral respiratory
infections. (CARICOM)
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Your Personal Injury Lawyer

A lawyer who gets to know you, so he can represent you.
When you're looking for the best possible result, you need
an attorney who knows every detail about you and your
case. Sharma Law takes the time to get to know each and
every client, so were in the best position to represent you
and your family when it matters most. Backed by proven
results and experience at Ontario’s highest levels of court,
Sharma Law specializes in Personal Injury Law.
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OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We are committed to achieving successful
results for every client and case. We
accomplish this by providing exceptional
legal advice and strategies based en a

thorough understanding of your case and
your desired outcomes.

FREE CONSULTATION AND CLAIM REVIEW.
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in Ontario. Video Conference and Office meetings available.
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Former Canadian Envoy joins Canada-
Guyana Chamber of Commerce

FORMER Canadian High Com-
missioner to Guyana, Lilian Chatterjee,
has been appointed as the Honorary
Canadian Co-Chair of the Canada-
Guyana Chamber of Commerce, effec-
tive January 1, 2025.

According to a release from the
body, Chatterjee has a distinguished ca-
reer in public service and diplomacy and
brings a wealth of experience and re-
gional insights to the chamber. She
served as Canada’s High Commissioner
to Guyana, Ambassador to Suriname,
and Canada’s Ambassador to CARI-
COM from 2017 to 2020.

Between 2021 and 2024, Chatterjee
served as Canada’s High Commissioner
to Barbados and six other Caribbean na-
tions, including Antigua and Barbuda,
Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts and
Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines.

The release pointed out that Chat-
terjee’s career began in journalism and
expanded into public service, including
roles at the House of Commons of
Canada and with international NGOs.

In 2003, she joined the Canadian
International Development Agency as
Director General, later taking on senior
executive roles at Global Affairs
Canada. She holds an undergraduate de-
gree in Journalism and a Master’s de-
gree in International Affairs.

“We are absolutely thrilled to wel-
come Ms Chatterjee to the chamber,”
said Patricia Bacchus, Chair of the
Canada-Guyana Chamber of Com-
merce.

“Her deep knowledge of Guyana
and the Caribbean, coupled with her dis-
tinguished career in Canadian public
service will be invaluable in helping us
advance our mission to promote trade,
investment and strengthen the relation-
ships between Canada and Guyana.

“I look forward to promoting bilat-
eral trade and foreign direct investment
between Canada and Guyana. We have
been collaborating for centuries and

have mutually benefited from the con- |8

tributions of Canadians and Guyanese to
both our countries,” Chatterjee said.
The release said Chatterjee’s ap-

Advertise in
Equality and
survive in
2025

pointment reflects the Chamber’s com-
mitment to leveraging exceptional ex-
pertise to facilitate meaningful
collaboration and growth.

“Her leadership will enhance the
Chamber’s ability to connect businesses
in the region, create opportunities and
further strengthen economic partner-
ships,” said Winston Kassim, the cham-
ber’s co-chair

The Canada—Guyana Chamber of
Commerce is a non-partisan institution
dedicated to promoting and facilitating
investment and trade between Guyana
and Canada, as well as other countries.

Lilian Chatterjee
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Granulated Sugar Table Salt
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Grace Jamaican Pride Cedar Yellow New Treasure
Vienna Sausage Pigeon Peas Corn Meal #40 Long Grain White Rice

398 ml

Assorted 130 g
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Dish Liquid LIqU|d Soap
Assorted 591 ml Assorted 500 ml
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Windshield
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Jelicious Jamaican Dish

Grown From Australia  Fresh or Frozen Centre  Fresh or Frozen  Jamaica's Choice Salted
Free’Runge Cut Beef Shank ~ Sub Oxtall '

a 'Me‘c’ﬁ'ﬁ
i

Frozen -
Snapper Steaks

Large Salted ‘Frozen Fil Yang Fresh Large Frozen
¥ Cod Fish 3"40 Heudless Chicken Feet Chlckenl.eg
' Tlgeri‘Shnmp ; $ ==

Fresh Seafood Cafches

Fresh Fresh Florida Fresh Fresh Fresh
Lane nuper 1/2-1 Red Snup 1/2-1 Parrot Fish Strawberry Grouper  Golden Groupers
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Fresh Ghana
Yams
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Specials in Effect Thu. Jan.
Ive Locations To Serve You Bottor s 2

i1gh we strive for accuracy in both copy & illustration, unintentional error may occur, we reserve the rlght to correct any error. Specials Available While Quantities Last. We reserve the rlght to limit quantities.
Finch Ave. W.

Bloor St. E.

A E
Danforth Danfonh Food Market-gll Danforth Food Market Danforth Food Market 8= Danforth Food Market UC’)
™ Food Market 301 Silverstone Dr. 2 651 Markam Rd. 511225 Dundas St. 3 44 Kennedy Road [l
3701 Keele St. o 416'439‘7}6397 . 24Dixie & Dundas : South 2
< 4 16—398»8:)1(23 > s Missisauga : 289-298-0399 =
2> = $24905-949-9990 =7 =
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Sheppard Ave. W.. %’ Dundas St. E. Z
re Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours Store Hours
day-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm Mond-Thurs 9:30 am to 9 pm Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm
rday 8 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 am to 9 pm Saturday 9 amto 9 pm Fri.-Sat.9amto 9 pm Saturday 8 am to 9 pm

lay 9am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 8 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm Sunday 9 am to 6 pm Sunday 9 am to 7 pm

yerve You Betler DFM
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Funeral and Cremation Centre Inc.

121 City View Drive
North of Belfield Road, East side of Highway 27

647-547-8188 www.lotusfuneralandcremation.com

Crematorium inside our building!

CHARLIE’S
CATERING
SERVICE

10k Guuremilee

foutlom ot kot ety iy weany | FOP all your catering
o e Tl b
-“'l:;hulm aull needs please call

+ Corporate Events » Weddings WE CATER TO ALL YOUR 905-949-0663 or
T — email us at
Mot sure how much food you'll need? AN meats
WE CAN HELP YOU! . TartiscarbbasaculnegitaN con

Hﬂ.ﬁ:ﬂ:m;:dhm
B Jnuuﬂﬂlﬁm!l T e wanke
e 1 JO85 Hurontano 5L Mississauga, LSA 200

Full Catering tor Hindu relighous woarw, C hariesc anbboanc wisine com
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CHET SHARMA

B.A., B.S.W. (Hons), LLB.
Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public
~ GENERAL PRACTICE
| Immigration Law

Criminal Law
Divorce & Family Law

@m 416-285-1550 )

Res: 416-284-9191

150 Lawson Road, Toronto AR s
ON M1C 2J4 Chet
ADS IN EQUALITY WORK!
AL Services
SG
L In-||r—'.,r el .
AUTO WORR EIEE_IFIH'I EyS.'[E'ITPS DATA gathered through the use of newly established traffic cameras and the
Engine Repair installation of new radar speed signs have provided invaluable insights into the
Stanley G, ; V Mew & Usad Tires behaviour of road users, particularly when it comes to speeding.
Steering “We have been able, through the use of technology, to get real-time infor-
i - g . mation that can help us to more strategically use our police assets,” President, Dr
d16-285-547% WUSPENSIon

Irfaan Ali said during a recent event.

The data, which was collected over the course of several days, revealed that
between seven per cent and 11 per cent of road users are exceeding speed limits
during peak hours.

According to President Ali, this data will be instrumental in aligning police
presence with actual traffic patterns, improving both efficiency and safety.

He said: “We have the time, the peak time when speeding occurs, so that we
can have, as I said, more strategic alignment of our human-resource asset with
real data that will help us in security and policing.”

Come savor a savory meal at

CHARLEY’S Charley's Caribbean Cuisine
CARIBBEAN ™o
CUISINE '48

For all your catering BN

Not sure how much food you need? We'll help
you suggest the right amount of food to mini-
mize your cost.

Pork free halal foods. Catering for Hindu releigious events, as well as all Caribbean events.
[, 3 = P % P, '-

R e - -4 1 I't

Transmission Repair
st omaina i hotmia i com -

| iy Elesmere Bd. Uni 14
searborough, ON. MIHZVT

needs

1158 Morningside Ave, Scarborough
(at Morningside)

(416) 282-8608

Fabulous authentic Guyanese food. We can't make
this for these prices. (Grandma is from Berbice
Guyana and knows country Guyanese food - even
she will eat it!) Try the dhal puri and okra / shrimp.

.........................
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PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE!
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Small Business Bureau trained over
10,000 entrepreneurs in 2024

THE Small Business Bureau
(SBB), under the Ministry of Tourism,
Industry, and Commerce (MTIC), suc-
cessfully trained approximately 10,893
small businesses in 2024. This marks a
significant milestone in the bureau’s
mission to foster entrepreneurship and
strengthen the micro and small-busi-
ness sectors across Guyana.

From 2020 to 2024, the bureau re-
ported a notable increase in the number
of small businesses benefiting from its
training programmes. Key areas of
training included: Small-Business
Management; Financial Management
and Record Keeping; Business Pro-
posal Writing; Guyanese Business
Toolkit; Marketing Fundamentals; De-
livering Quality Service and a Label
Designing Workshop.

These programmes were designed
to equip entrepreneurs with essential
skills to manage, grow, and sustain
their businesses, while contributing to
the national economy.

Looking ahead, the SBB has
called for participants to represent
Guyana at AgroFest 2025, scheduled
from February 21 to February 23,
2025, in Barbados. The event will pro-
vide a platform for small businesses to
showcase their products, network with
regional counterparts and explore mar-
ket opportunities.

In a landmark initiative, the bu-
reau introduced its disability loan pro-
gramme between 2023 and 2024. This

Samm businesses are being encouraged to develop throughout Guyana

programme provided $13.25 million in
funding to support small-business own-
ers living with disabilities. It under-
scores the bureau’s commitment to
inclusivity and economic empower-
ment, ensuring that persons with dis-
abilities can actively contribute to the
business landscape.

The Small Business Bureau con-
tinues to play a pivotal role in develop-
ing Guyana’s micro and small-business
sectors. Its initiatives focus on cultivat-

ing entrepreneurship, fostering busi-
ness co-operation and enhancing value
chains for greater economic contribu-
tions. The bureau’s main target groups
include: aspiring entrepreneurs seeking
to start or expand small businesses;
youth and children interested in entre-
preneurship and Innovators aiming to
develop environmentally sustainable
businesses.

The bureau operates under the
guidance of the Small Business Coun-

cil, ensuring effective management and
oversight of its programmes. Its efforts
align with the ministry’s vision of inte-
grating micro and small businesses into
the mainstream economy.

As Guyana’s entrepreneurial land-
scape continues to evolve, the SBB re-
mains dedicated to equipping
businesses with the resources and train-
ing needed for success, while promot-
ing inclusivity and innovation.

Project Her Guyana takes flight on March 29

GREEN State Oil and Gas Serv-
ices Inc has announced the launch of its
flagship initiative, “Project Her
Guyana,” set to take place on March
29, 2025, at the Pegasus Suites Exhibi-
tion Centre in Georgetown.

The one-day workshop will be
held under the theme, ‘Recognising
and Inspiring HER in the Field of Proj-
ect Management.’

in EQUALITY
NEWS
WORKS!

TRY IT
TODAY.
416-281-
3333

Project Her Guyana, the brain-
child of Green State’s Managing Direc-
tor, Eusi Evelyn, is designed to

celebrate the contributions of women in

project management, while inspiring a
new generation of female leaders in the
field. Speaking about the initiative,
Evelyn stated: “We want to change the
landscape and the notion about women
when it comes to project management.
We intend to change that dynamic and
influence the success of women one
project at a time.”

The workshop will feature knowl-
edge-sharing sessions from seasoned
female project-management profes-
sionals, both local and international.

CGREEM STATE
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We are giving hack to
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#‘f I ) R

Attendees will gain insights into criti-
cal topics such as building a career in
project management, mastering negoti-
ation skills, and developing impactful
leadership qualities.

The event seeks to create a sup-
portive environment for women to:
overcome challenges in the project-
management industry; celebrate their
achievements; connect with like-
minded professionals and sharpen their
skills to excel in a traditionally male-
dominated field.

Participants will also enjoy net-
working opportunities and gain priority
access to discounts on select training
programmes offered by Green State Oil

and Gas Services.

Interested participants are encour-
aged to register early as places are lim-
ited. Registration can be completed by
contacting Green State on WhatsApp at
+592-625-7579 for further details.

Founded in 2018, Green State Oil
and Gas Services Inc is dedicated to
becoming a leading oil -and-gas service
provider in Guyana and the wider Re-
gion. The company partners with inter-
nationally certified training
organisations to offer quality online
courses in human resource manage-
ment, background checks, real estate
and construction, training, and capacity
building.

Committed to delivering on time
and leveraging green technology,
Green State focuses on professional de-
velopment, branding, and empowering
individuals to thrive in their respective
industries.

Green State expressed its enthusi-
asm about the initiative, emphasising
the importance of equipping women
with the tools to lead in project man-
agement and dismantling gender bi-
ases. The company is eager to welcome
women ready to elevate their careers
and unlock new opportunities through
this empowering event.
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Almost entire population now has
access to potable water: All

PRESIDENT, Dr Irfaan Ali said
that his government has invested more
than $65 billion to develop the water
sector in the country, which has re-
sulted in almost the entire population,
over 98 per cent, having access to
potable water.

The Guyanese Head of State made
the disclosure while delivering remarks
at the commissioning ceremony of the
new Caledonia water-treatment facility
on the East Bank of Demerara on Sun-
day afternoon.

The President underscored that
Guyanese from all walks of life are
benefiting from the efforts of GWI. He
said that from 2020 to 2024, access to
potable water has increased from 46
per cent to 91 per cent in hinterland
areas.

Due to this drive, Guyana is ex-
pected to fulfil its United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goal Six
commitment before the end of the year,
five years ahead of the UN target.

In an effort to expand the reach
and quality of water delivered to resi-
dents and for commercial use across
the country, the President also an-
nounced that the Guyana Water Inc.,
through strategic investments from his
government, will become a national
water-management entity.

“Water-resource management is
not only about treated water and drink-
ing water for the population. It is about
ensuring we have availability of water
for all of Earth’s existence, whether it’s
the trees, the animals, agriculture, and
it’s about managing water resources in
a way that it can meet the requirements
of all that are existing in our ecosys-
tem.”

A vital aspect of this, the Presi-
dent added, will be ensuring that fire
hydrants, through the National Hy-
drants Programme, are critically inte-
grated into the network plan of GWI to
improve firefighting response time in
communities.

“Important also is sustainability
and part of the mandate that the man-
agement of GWI would have received
was to ensure the greater use of fresh
water into the water-management sys-
tem, and one important project I think
would commence shortly, that is the

Hope Canal water- treatment facility.

“We’re hoping to have one in Dia-
mond and then in Region Three, wher-
ever we are dumping fresh water, we
are dumping expensive assets and we
have to convert that asset into value.
So that is what the future would re-
quire of us,” he said.

The commissioned facility is the
first of seven large treatment plans that
are being constructed across the coun-
try.

It will serve over 12,000 people
with water treated to reduce iron to 0.1
milligrammes per litre, below the
World Health Organization’s (WHO)
standard.

|

One of the new water facilities
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Home for sale:

Chesney/Kilroy Corentyne Berbice.

3rd bedroom has ensuite and a walkout private balcony, 3 toilets,
central air, 2nd floor laundry room, computerized water filter, auto-
matic gate and garage opener Canadian built, new perkins genera-
tor no blackouts ready to move in and start dwelling, concrete yard.
For more information contact via WhatsApp:

+592 657 7217 Or call: +1 (905) 595-1813

Get the latest entertainment news from the Diaspora and
and World. Fresh, happy stories. Celebrate every month!

Manthly Lifestyle & Entertainment Magazine

www.limemag.ca
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The Naga sadhus are revered by many Hindus

Ash-smeared holy men lead
India’s bathing spectacle

Ash-smeared naked Hindu holy men charged
into India's most sacred river Ganges at dawn on
the first most significant bathing day of the Kumbh
Mela festival (also known as Mahakumbh) in the
northern city of Prayagraj.

The ascetics chanted religious slogans, invok-
ing Hindu gods and goddesses as they plunged into
the icy waters.

After coming out of the water, some picked
up fistfuls of the silver sand and rubbed it over
their bodies.

Many carried swords and tridents and one
held aloft a silver staff with a snake head.

Alongside these holy men - known as Naga
sadhus - millions of Hindu pilgrims from across
the globe are in Prayagraj to take part in a festival
that can actually be seen from space and is billed
as humanity's biggest gathering.

Tuesday's bathing spectacle comes on the sec-
ond day of the Kumbh Mela which is held every
12 years. By noon local time (06:30 GMT), about
16 million bathers had taken a dip in the river. Of-
ficials said on the first day on Monday, 16.5 mil-
lion pilgrims had bathed.

More than 20 million people are expected to
take part in the rituals today and around 400 mil-
lion over the course of 45 days, authorities say.

Hindus believe that this ritual will cleanse
them of sins, purify their soul and help them attain
salvation by liberating them from the cycle of birth
and death.

Police struggled to manage the surging
crowds at the festival on Tuesday as thousands
managed to come into an arena meant for the as-
cetics.

Mahant Prayag Puri Ji of Juna Akhara on
Tuesday accused the administration of laxity in
controlling the crowds.

"We were being shoved and pushed when we
went for bathing," he told me after his dip. "It was
very crowded and people were very indisciplined.
I fell down and hurt my foot. I had to run away
from there to save my life."

Today, he said, "is the first Shahi snan" .

"I hope the administration gets its act together
before the next one which will be on 29 January,"
he added.

Tuesday's bathing rituals, called the Shahi

Snan - or the royal bath - see the ascetics arrive in
batches at the Sangam - the confluence of India's
most sacred Ganges river with the Yamuna river
and the mythical Saraswati - in colourful proces-
sions.

Their outing is a major draw for people from
across India and around the world who come to
seek their blessings.

Their presence also holds a special signifi-
cance for the great masses who believe that the
river waters get imbued with the purity of the
saints' thoughts and deeds when they bathe in the
river.

There are six auspicious days to bathe this
time, decided by astrologers, based on the align-
ment of specific planets and constellations. They
are:

13 January: Paush Purnima

14 January: Makar Sankranti

29 January: Mauni Amavasya

3 February: Basant Panchami

12 February: Magh Purnima

26 February: Maha Shivaratri

Three of these - 14 and 29 January, and 3 Feb-
ruary - have been designated as Shahi Snan days
when the Naga sadhus will bathe.

The largest gathering is expected on 29 Janu-
ary when 50 to 60 million worshippers are ex-
pected to take to the waters.

Authorities have built a sprawling tented city
on the river bank spread over 4,000 hectares to ac-
commodate the holy men, pilgrims and tourists
visiting the festival.

For the past few days, we have watched
groups of saints arriving at the mela grounds in
large noisy processions.

One group of ash-smeared holy men, some
naked and some dressed in just a loin cloth or
marigold garland draped around their necks,
marched through the streets, holding tridents,
swords and small two-headed drums.

Another group had its leaders on chariots es-
corted to their campsite in a large procession with
music bands, dancers, horses and camels.

The groups - known as akharas - have set up
sprawling camps which have been a hive of activ-
ity, with tens of thousands of pilgrims visiting to
hear religious discourses or attend evening prayers.
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ARIES (March 21 - April 20): There is a lot of pressure
building up in your life at the moment but that’s okay because
you thrive on being challenged. When the going gets tough
Aries is the first sign to get tough in return and today will be
no exception.

TAURUS (April 21 - May 21): You may be in two
minds about what direction you should be taking but what oc-
curs over the next 24 hours will point the way and all you have
to do is follow the lead that the universe gives you. Get past
your doubts and get moving.

GEMINI (May 22 - June 21): If you start something
new today it will take up a lot more time and energy than you
expected, so think about it carefully and make sure you will
be able to commit yourself 100 per cent. Anything less is un-
likely to work out well.

CANCER (June 22 - July 23): If you know what’s good
for you then you won’t hesitate to do what partners and col-
leagues expect of you today. Go along with their plans for the
time being but leave some wriggle room so you can still
change your mind later on.

LEO (July 24 - Aug. 23): You have never been the sort
to care what other people think about you, so ignore the critics
and push ahead with your plans. It may seem as if the whole
world is against you but that will change dramatically before
the end of the month.

VIRGO (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23): Try not to get dragged into
a dispute that has nothing to do with you. Even if one side is
clearly in the right and the other side is clearly in the wrong
there is nothing to be gained, and plenty to be lost, from getting
personally involved.

LIBRA (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23): You are in one of those
moods when you are so determined to succeed that you will
allow nothing and no one to stand in your way. There is not
the slightest doubt in your mind that you will reach your ulti-
mate goal sooner rather than later.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22): The truth is so important
to you that you will refuse to say anything you know to be
false or deceitful, even if it helps out a friend or a loved one.
As one of the zodiac’s Fixed signs you always put principle
above personal feelings.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21): What occurs over
the next 24 hours may seem strange on a logical level but on
this occasion you must listen to what your intuition tells you.
Sometimes you have to ignore the facts and act on faith, and
this appears to be one of those times.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20): You may not care if
you are on the winning or losing side of whatever game it is
you are currently playing but some people are taking things
more seriously and they won’t be happy if they think you are
not making a serious effort.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19): Half-hearted efforts
won’t get you from where you are now to where you most
want to be, so make a solemn promise that you will give every-
thing, physically, mentally and emotionally, over the next few
days. It will be a sacrifice worth making.

PISCES (Feb. 20 - Mar. 20): You may have doubts
about your own abilities but others expect great things of you
and if you put on a confident act today you may surprise your-
self by how much you accomplish. After that, you will be ex-
pected to accomplish even more.

Our
advertising works!
Try a low cost ad in

Equality News and reap

the benefits of the only
print weekly newspaper.
Call 647-216-2359 for
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Jamaican celebrities lose houses in

The catastrophic wildfires rav-
aging the Greater Los Angeles area
have claimed thousands of homes, in-
cluding those of three-time Jamaican
Olympian Dr. Una Morris and
Grammy-nominated Jamaican-Ameri-
can singer Masego.

Dr. Morris, 77, who represented
Jamaica at the 1964, 1968, and 1972
Olympic Games, lost her Altadena
home to the Eaton Fire, which began
Tuesday, January 7, and has scorched
nearly 14,000 acres. According to Na-
tionwide News, she narrowly escaped
the flames, driving through thick smoke
as her house was engulfed.

Meanwhile, Masego, the ac-
claimed musician behind hits like
Tadow, shared the aftermath of the Pal-
isades Fire on social media, posting im-
ages of his destroyed home and car.
“I’m safe and far away from the fires,”
he assured fans, while expressing deep
sorrow for the personal losses caused
by the disaster, which has swept
through areas including the Hollywood
Hills.

Celebrities such as Paris Hilton,
actors Bily Crystal, Adam Brody, Jeff
Bridges, Mel Gibson, and countless
others have also lost their homes.

The fires have devastated Los An-
geles County, where more than 10,000
properties have been destroyed, leaving
entire neighborhoods flattened. At least
11 people have died according to CNN,
with officials warning the death toll
may rise as access to some areas re-
mains restricted. Over 100,000 resi-
dents are under evacuation orders, and
tens of thousands more are on high
alert.

Six major fires are active across
the region, though progress is being
made in containing some:

Palisades Fire: The largest blaze
erupted on January 7 in Pacific Pal-
isades, burning more than 21,000 acres.
As of Saturday, January 11, it is 8%
contained.

Eaton Fire: Starting on January 7,
this fire has ravaged northern Los An-
geles, including Altadena, consuming
14,000 acres. It remains 3% contained.

Hurst Fire: Breaking out on the
evening of January 7 north of San Fer-
nando, it has burned 771 acres. As of
January 10, it is 70% contained.

Kenneth Fire: This fire began on
January 9 near the Los Angeles-Ventura
county border. It has burned 1,000
acres and is 50% contained.

Lidia Fire: Igniting on January 8
in Acton, it covered 400 acres and
reached 98% containment by January
10.

Archer Fire: The most recent fire

Jamaican singer Masego among those who lost homes in the California wildfires

started on January 10 in Granada Hills.
It spans 19 acres and is not yet con-
tained.

The earlier Sunset, Woodley, and
Olivas fires have been contained.

The fires have been fueled by an
exceptionally dry period and powerful
Santa Ana winds, which create condi-
tions ripe for destruction. With gusts
reaching up to 100 mph, flames spread
rapidly, turning smoldering embers into
raging infernos in minutes.

California’s Governor has called
for an independent investigation into
why some hydrants lost water pressure
during critical firefighting efforts. A
CNN review cited stretched resources
as a major challenge for emergency
CIews.

President Joe Biden acknowledged
the progress made by firefighters but
cautioned that winds would continue to

California wildfires

pose a threat until early next week. In-
vestigations into the causes of the fires
are ongoing, with Los Angeles District
Attorney Nathan Hochman pledging to
prosecute any instances of arson.

“These fires are a stark reminder
of how fragile life and property can be
in the face of natural disasters,”
Hochman said. “Our immediate focus
is on saving lives and homes, but we
will hold anyone responsible for start-
ing these fires accountable.”

Forbes Magazine reported that the
Los Angeles police arrested an un-
named man who was allegedly spotted
attempting to light a fire in the city’s
Woodland Hills area, near the Kenneth
fire. However, law enforcement offi-
cials have said they cannot confirm a
connection between the arson suspect
and any of the deadly fires currently
burning through California.

Suriname starts election procedures for May 25 polls

Democratic Party (NDP) of then president
Desi Bouterse, who died according to an
autopsy report on either December 23 or
24 last year from complications of liver
failure due to severe liver fibrosis caused
by chronic alcohol use

Bouterse, 79, was sentenced in 2023
to 20 years in prison over the killing of op-
position members in 1982. He died as a
fugitive from justice.

Speaking at a VHP meeting in Nick-
erie on the north-west coast, executive
member, Mahinder Jogi, defended the per-
formance of the coalition government, say-
ing despite a huge debt and an empty state
treasury, much has been done for the coun-
try.

Various speakers, including Finance
and Planning Minister, Stanley Raghoebarsing, said the government has been
able to implement a number of projects beneficial to the population across the
country.

Jogi reminded supporters that NDP chairwoman, Jennifer Geerlings-Si-
mons, headed the National Assembly for 10 years and could have taken correc-
tive action and prevented the then government from bringing the country to the
brink of collapse.

Suriname’s Ministry of the Interior Director, Nasier Eskak, has announced
that the official election period will begin on Tuesday with the inspection of the
electoral roll.

The event will take place at the Congreshal, a convention center built for
the 1999 Caribbean Community (Caricom) summit. Eskak also confirmed that
the slogan and logo for the upcoming elections, scheduled for May 25, 2025,
will be unveiled during the event.

He said in addition to online, eligible voters will be able to check the elec-
toral roll at 344 locations nationwide.

Eskak told reporters that it will start with approximately 100 locations in-
cluding markets and malls and that the aim is to reach as many voters as possi-
ble, so that errors can still be corrected.

The exercise will continue until February 12 with the official indicating that
after that, it will no longer be possible to make changes. The electoral roll now
contains more than 401,000 voters.

Eskak is calling on all eligible voters to check their personal data so that
any errors can be corrected. He said this applies to all citizens who have already
reached the voting age of 18 or those who will turn 18 up to the day of the elec-
tions. Only an ID card, driver’s license or a valid passport is required to consult
the electoral roll.

Meanwhile, the ruling Progressive Reform Party (VHP), headed by Presi-
dent Chandrikapersad Santokhi, says it is hoping to win at least 26 of the 51
seats in the National Assembly in order to govern the country for a second term.

In the 2020 general election, the VHP won 20 seats and entered into a coali-
tion with other parties to form the government, thereby defeating the National

Chan Santokhi: President
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Escalating danger: Barbados halts
plans to send troops to Haiti

The Government of Barbados has

announced the suspension of plans to
deploy troops to Haiti as part of a

multinational mission supporting the
Haitian National Police (PNH) under

the auspices of the Caribbean Commu-

nity (CARICOM).

Barbados had initially committed
to contributing a contingent from the
Barbados Defense Force (BDF) to the

United Nations-led effort. However, on

Thursday, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Kerrie Symmonds revealed that esca-
lating dangers in Haiti have prompted
a reassessment of the mission.

“We are mindful of this [increas-
ing danger], and you don’t want to
send people in harm’s way [...] and
the truth is that, it has to be a properly
strategically planned activity. And we
cannot safely say right now, that there

has been the level of strategic planning

at the global level that we would have
wanted,” said Symmonds.

He further clarified that Barbados

would now limit its involvement to
providing technical assistance. “Our
troops aren’t going anywhere at this

point. We have indicated to everybody
that Barbados would want to lend tech-
nical assistance wherever possible; and

we are not at this point thinking in
terms of any boots on the ground in
Haiti. When I say technical assistance,
there may be people with specialist
skills whether medical, training, what-
ever...”

The first U.N.-backed contingent of foreign police officers in Haiti

Sym-
monds also pointed to shifting interna-
tional priorities, particularly from the
United States, as a contributing factor
to the delay in coordinated action. “[...
] we had expected confidently that the
Biden White House would continue to
be supportive. The election intervened,
and America has pretty much stalled;
and with that, the rest of the world has
gone on pause [on Haiti],” he noted.

He emphasized the urgency of ad-

dress-

ing the ongoing crisis in Haiti and ex-
pressed hope for renewed engagement
from the U.S. following its presidential
transition.

“Now that the Democrats have
lost, they have gone silent and there
has been no progress, and we have to
see what will happen with the Trump
administration [..] if it is that we have
to wait until January 20 when a new
administration is in place in the United

States,

so be it [...] our foreign policy will be
the same. We are going to reach out to
them, and we are going to ask them to
understand that Haiti cannot continue
in the way it is going. And that the
commitments which the United States
had given before should stand, because
we are talking about human beings and
the welfare of human beings in the
Caribbean,” he stated.

US offering $25 million for Nicolas Maduro’ arrest

The U.S. State Department has
raised the reward for information leading
to the arrest or conviction of Nicolas
Maduro, the Venezuelan president
charged with narco-terrorism, from $15
million to $25 million.

The updated offer, announced on
January 8, 2025, underscores renewed
efforts to bring Nicolas Maduro to jus-
tice amid ongoing accusations of corrup-
tion and drug trafficking at the highest
levels of Venezuela’s government.

Maduro has led Venezuela since
2013, following Hugo Chavez’s death,
but his presidency has been fraught with
controversy. The United States has not
recognized Maduro as Venezuela’s legit-
imate leader since 2019, citing signifi-
cant electoral irregularities. Most
recently, Maduro claimed victory in the
highly contested July 2024 presidential
election, which international observers
and the U.S. government denounced as
fraudulent.

Maduro is accused of managing the
Cartel of the Suns, a Venezuelan drug-
trafficking network involving high-rank-
ing officials. Federal charges against
him, filed in March 2020 in New York,
include narco-terrorism, conspiracy to
import cocaine, and possession of ma-

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro

chine
guns. Investigators allege Maduro
worked with Colombia’s FARC rebel
group to facilitate multi-ton cocaine
shipments and establish a militia-like
force to protect cartel operations.

This announcement comes in the

same

week when the U.S. announced an ex-
tension of Temporary Protected Status
for Venezuelan nationals for 18 months,
“based on the severe humanitarian emer-
gency the country continues to face due
to political and economic crises under

the inhumane Maduro regime.”

The U.S. Treasury simultaneously
announced new sanctions targeting eight
high-ranking Venezuelan officials. These
include Héctor Andrés Obregdn Pérez,
president of the state-owned oil company
Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. (PAVSA),
and Ramoén Celestino Velasquez
Araguayan, Minister of Transportation
and president of the national airline
CONVIASA.

Both organizations have been pre-
viously sanctioned by the U.S., with al-

legations of facilitating Maduro’s
repressive tactics and undermining
democracy.

The sanctions extend to senior mil-
itary and police officials implicated in
human rights abuses and repression.
Douglas Rico, director of the Scientific,
Penal, and Criminal Investigations Corps
(CICPC), and Jhonny Salazar, his
deputy, are cited for systematic abuses,
including extrajudicial killings and arbi-
trary detentions. Manuel Castillo, a high-
ranking military commander, and José
Ramon Figuera, overseeing security in
Caracas, have also been linked to violent
crackdowns on protesters after the con-
tested election.
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New grant announced by Holness to
address housing crisis in Jamaica

Prime Minister Andrew Holness
has announced plans to launch a new
social housing initiative, the Building
Grant Programme, to address critical
housing needs across Jamaica.

The announcement came during
the handover of three new homes under
the New Social Housing Programme
(NSHP) in St. Mary on January 10.

The Building Grant Programme
will focus on providing financial sup-
port for essential home improvements,
including roofs, windows, and secure
rooms. “We aim to ensure that every
house has at least one secure room, of-
fering greater resilience to disasters,”
Holness explained. He cited the de-
struction caused by Hurricane Beryl
last year as a driving factor for the ini-
tiative.

The NSHP has provided over 300
families with new homes since its in-
ception, including the latest beneficiar-
ies in St. Mary.

However, concerns remain about
the effectiveness of Jamaica’s broader
housing efforts, particularly those
under the National Housing Trust
(NHT).

Critics highlight that many Ja-
maicans relying on the NHT must wait
decades to secure housing. Addition-
ally, while the NHT offers qualifying
single applicants up to $8.5 million in
loans, the funds can only be applied to
properties priced at $12 million or less.
The general loan limit for a single ap-
plicant is $7.5 million. This restriction
places adequate housing out of reach
for many, as a modest two-bedroom
home in Kingston’s corporate area typi-
cally costs twice that amount.

In a 2024 article in the Jamaica
Observer, Member of Parliament for St
Ann South Eastern Lisa Hanna criti-
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Prime Minister Holness (l) presents a housing grant to a resident

cized the NHT for inefficiency and ad-
ministrative bloat. Despite collecting
$43.061 billion in income for the finan-
cial year ending 2024, the NHT spent
$12.946 billion on operating expenses,
averaging $6 million per unit comple-
tion between 2018 and 2022.

Hanna argued that the NHT is
straying from its original mission to
provide affordable housing, with much
of its reported housing “solutions” fail-
ing to deliver livable dwellings. She
highlighted the organization’s $21.8
billion surplus for 2023-2024, contrast-
ing this with its average annual comple-
tion of fewer than 2,700 units, serving
only 0.18 percent of Jamaica’s em-

ployed population.

Hanna also compared the NHT’s
performance unfavorably with interna-
tional examples. Singapore’s housing
program has provided homes for over
80 percent of its 5.6 million population,
and France recognizes housing as a
constitutional right, ensuring affordable

rental options for low-income residents.

Hanna has called for systemic re-
forms to the NHT, including pre-ap-
proved standard housing designs to
reduce costs and overseas financing for
materials to make housing more afford-
able. She also suggested implementing
rental housing solutions tied to income,
with priority given to public servants

and export industry workers.

Holness’s new Building Grant
Programme could address some of
these concerns by targeting immediate
housing deficiencies, but critics argue
that comprehensive reform of the NHT
is necessary for long-term progress. As
calls for greater accountability grow,
the government faces pressure to not
only launch new initiatives but also en-
sure existing programs fulfill their
mandates.

Jamaicans continue to hope for
meaningful solutions that will provide
more citizens with the security and dig-
nity of homeownership.

Fire claims lives of 3 young siblings in JA

Jamaica’s Prime Minister Dr. An-
drew Holness has expressed profound
sadness and outrage following a devas-
tating house fire in Walkerswood, St
Ann, early Sunday morning, which
claimed the lives of three young sib-
lings.

The victims—seven-year-old
Tashawna Mattis, four-year-old
Tashawnie Mattis, and two-year-old
Tavarno Mattis—were trapped inside
their home, which was reportedly lit by
lamps due to the absence of electricity.

The fire, which broke out at ap-
proximately 2:24 a.m., also left the
children’s grandmother and another
sibling as survivors. The Jamaica Fire
Brigade (JFB) confirmed the tragic
deaths following cooling operations at
the scene.

This marks the second house fire
involving children since the beginning
of the year, sparking renewed calls for
vigilance and enhanced fire safety
measures.

Prime Minister Holness described
the loss as “absolutely heartbreaking”
and called for greater responsibility
from parents and guardians. “Every Ja-
maican child deserves to grow up in a
safe environment, and this tragedy
highlights the critical gaps in vigilance
and responsible parenting we face as a
nation,” he said.

While acknowledging the eco-
nomic pressures on many families,
Holness emphasized that leaving chil-
dren unattended, except in emergen-
cies, is unacceptable. “While we
understand the economic demands on

parents, particularly single-parent
households, there can be no excuse for
leaving children unattended or with lit-
tle or no supervision,” he stated.

The Prime Minister also reiterated
the government’s commitment to ad-
dressing energy poverty, noting that
initiatives like the Solar Access Pro-
gramme aim to provide safer and more
reliable energy options for vulnerable
households.

The Child Protection and Family
Services Agency (CPFSA) and the
Ministry of Education and Youth have
dispatched first responders to provide
immediate assistance to the grieving
family. Minister Dana Morris Dixon
expressed her sorrow, saying, “The
heart-breaking loss of these young
lives is deeply distressing and serves as

a painful reminder of the vulnerabili-
ties children face in cases of emer-
gency.”

Morris Dixon added that the
CPFSA team would provide grief
counseling, identify other children in
need of care, and offer immediate sup-
port, such as food, clothing, and assis-
tance in replacing essential documents.

The JFB investigation revealed
that the home relied on lamps for light-
ing due to a lack of electricity. Com-
missioner Stewart Beckford confirmed
the fire’s devastating impact, urging
families to adopt fire safety measures
and avoid leaving children unattended
in high-risk situations.

Holness also highlighted the gov-
ernment’s focus on reducing risks asso-
ciated with open flames.
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SVG presents EC$1.85 Billion 2025
budget without tax increases

Minister of Finance Camillo Gon-
salves has announced that the govern-
ment of St. Vincent and the Grenadines
will implement its EC$1.85 billion
budget for 2025 without increasing taxes
or fees.

The commitment was made during
his budget presentation to Parliament,
where he also highlighted the govern-
ment’s achievements in 2024 despite the
challenges posed by Hurricane Beryl.

“We are already recovering. We are
already rising again, and we are energet-
ically building a stronger, more resilient,
more inclusive, more sustainable St.
Vincent and the Grenadines,” Gonsalves
told Parliament on Monday.

The finance minister emphasized
that 2024 showcased the government’s
dedication to addressing urgent needs
while pursuing long-term development
goals. He highlighted the swift response
to Hurricane Beryl, which directly af-
fected 19,000 people, describing the
government’s actions as both “tireless
and compassionate.”

While noting the extraordinary ef-
forts required to balance disaster recov-
ery with competing developmental
priorities, Gonsalves stated, “This gov-
ernment has worked hard, has worked
smart, and has worked well in the peo-
ple’s interests.”

The 2025 budget allocates EC$127
million to disaster recovery and recon-
struction, targeting those affected by
both Hurricane Beryl and the 2021 erup-
tion of La Soufriere volcano.

Minister Gonsalves detailed several
major initiatives included in the budget:

Salary Increases: A 2.5% salary
hike for civil servants, completing a ne-
gotiated 7% increase over three years.

Infrastructure Development: Con-
struction of over 70 road stretches

(EC$125 million allocation), completion
of the EC$668 million Kingstown cargo
port, and significant advancements on
the Arnos Vale Acute Care Hospital.

Housing and Social Assistance:
Construction of 1,000 homes for those
affected by disasters and distribution of
EC$30 million in aid to farmers, fishers,
small businesses, and vulnerable citi-
zens.

Education and Youth Development:
Building new schools, providing 2,600
laptops for students, launching a mathe-
matics support program, and introducing
a youth volunteerism initiative (GY VE).

Sports and Culture: Starting semi-
professional netball and football leagues,
supporting Olympic athletes, and
launching a national orchestra.

Tourism Growth: Beginning con-
struction of the Marriott Resort at Mt.

SVG Finance Minister Camillo Gonsalves

Wynne and welcoming a record number
of visitors.

The budget also emphasizes health-
care improvements, with plans to con-
struct 11 clinics nationwide and
introduce free transportation services for
people with disabilities.

Gonsalves reflected on the govern-
ment’s 2024 accomplishments, includ-
ing the addition of over 400 hotel rooms
with the opening of Sandals Resort and
Holiday Inn Express, expanded interna-
tional flights, and comprehensive distri-
bution of EC$27 million in supplies and
production support to farmers and fish-
ers.

Despite Hurricane Beryl’s impact,
the nation recorded its fourth consecu-
tive year of robust economic growth and
increased employment.

The 2025 fiscal package represents

a 14.4% increase over the previous year,
broken down into recurrent expenditure
(EC$1.15 billion) and capital expendi-
ture (EC$698.6 million). Current rev-
enue is projected at EC$907.7 million,
reflecting an 11.9% increase over 2024,
but leaving a deficit of EC$5.6 million.

Gonsalves described the budget as
a blend of recovery and long-term devel-
opment, saying, “It prioritizes our disas-
ter response while addressing our
visionary investments in major infra-
structure projects and innovative social
interventions.”

The budget was approved after an
overnight parliamentary debate, under-
scoring the government’s commitment
to delivering both immediate relief and
sustained progress for the people of St.
Vincent and the Grenadines.

34 murders in first 11 days of 2025 in JA

Jamaica has experienced a violent start to 2025,
with 34 murders recorded in just 11 days, according
to the latest serious crime statistics released by the

Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) on Sunday.
This marks an increase of eight murders com-
pared to the same period in 2024, when 26 homicides

were reported.

Despite a 19% decline in murders in 2024—
ending the year with 1,139 homicides—the new year
has seen a sharp rise in violence. Between January 1
and 4, five murders were recorded. However, the
pace intensified in the first full week of the year,
with 29 murders reported from January 5 to 11.

In response to the surge in killings, the JCF has
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imposed 48-hour curfews in high-risk divisions, in-
cluding Kingston Western, St. Andrew Central, St.

Andrew South, and St. Catherine South. Crime data
shows that 14 of the country’s 19 police divisions
have recorded at least one murder so far in 2025.

St. Catherine South and St. Andrew South lead
the list with five murders each, followed by Kingston
West and St. Andrew Central with four murders

each, and St. Mary with three.

Recent progress on crime overshadowed

The spike in violence comes just weeks after
Police Commissioner Kevin Blake announced signif-
icant reductions in major crimes for 2024. Speaking
on December 27, Blake highlighted an 18% drop in
murders, a 10% reduction in shootings, a 25% de-
cline in rape cases, and a 21% decrease in robberies.
He credited these improvements to intelligence-dri-
ven policing, increased police visibility, and strategic

]I'.

0

Jamaica Commissioner of Police Dr. Kevin Blake

operations.

“These outcomes are a direct result of a more
focused and visible policing strategy,” Blake said.
He also noted that the JCF prioritized apprehending
suspects without resorting to fatal confrontations, re-
porting over 400 weapons seized and numerous ar-
rests of high-value targets without loss of life.
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Gary Griffith: Stop linking incoming
PM Young to glrl on drug charges

Political leader of Trinidad’s Na-
tional Transformation Alliance (NTA)
Gary Griffith, a former police commis-
sioner, is urging the public to stop using
Stuart Young's "stepdaughter" as am-
munition in casting aspersions against
him as the upcoming prime minister.

At a media conference at the
party's San Fernando West constituency
office on Lord Street on January 13,
Griffith slammed politicians and mem-
bers of the public who continue to use
Young's former relation to Krystiana
Sankar as a way to cast a shadow on his
recent selection to become prime min-
ister when Dr Keith Rowley resigns at
an unknown date.

"Her face continues to be plastered
on the media because of trying to link
her with that individual (Young). That
is because she was arrested by myself
and they continue to demonise that
young lady, to refer to her as the step-
daughter of the future prime minister.
To try to go out of their way to destroy
one man, you're destroying the life of a
young girl because she made a mis-
take."

Sankar was arrested, along with
Aruba Eligon, Jervon Cole and Yannis
Pebbles Augustine, in a Westmoorings
drug raid on December 4, 2018. Police
recovered 191.66 kilogrammes (kg) of
marijuana and 1.04 kg of cocaine val-
ued at around $3.8 million.

In driving home his belief that
Sankar's actions should not be held
against Young, or anyone for that mat-
ter, Griffith said he too was related to
her.

"That girl is my cousin. So de-
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Stuart Young with his stepdaughter, Krystiana Sankar

monise me. [ have no qualms to state,
yes, that is my family. She's a Daniel,
and my mother was a Daniel.

"So what? You are going to con-

tinue to condemn a young lady and crit-

icise and demonise her every single
time because of your enjoyment and
excitement and hatred for somebody

else?"

Also at the press conference, the
NTA presented five of its candidates
who will contest the general election
due this year.

They are Dr Kevin Sarran for San
Fernando West, Nicolene Taylor Chin-
chamee for Arouca/Lopinot, Gail Cas-
tanada for Port of Spain South, former
UNC local government election candi-
date Jarzinho Rigsby for Arima, and
former UNC MP Christine Newallo-
Hosein for Toco/Sangre Grande.

Commander Norman Dindial will
be running for Chaguanas East.

Griffith previously said he would
be contesting the St Joseph seat. Savita
Pierre will contest Tunapuna.

As he defended Sankar, Griffith
also warned his candidates to avoid
stooping to that level on the campaign
trail. "The hatred and division and bit-
terness by politicians on all sides have
destroyed the country. Our job in the
NTA is to unite, to build, to be produc-
tive, and I ask all of you candidates, we
are not going into this election with this
gutter politics."

Despite being selected as Rowley's
successor in a close contest after re-
ceiving 11 votes to his challenger Pen-
nelope Beckles-Robinson's nine during

a Cabinet retreat last week, Young re-
ceived unanimous support from all 21
PNM MPs at the party's monthly gen-
eral council meeting on January 11.
This means Young would have the
majority support in the House of Repre-
sentatives to become prime minister
when Rowley resigns from the post.

569 people arrested so far under TT's SoE

T&T’s National Security Minister
Fitzgerald Hinds has said the state of
emergency (SoE) has been successful
so far, with over 500 people arrested
and a reduction in some serious
crimes.

Speaking during debate in the
Parliament on whether the SoE should
be extended for another three months,
he said the police had carried out 688
intelligence-led operations over the
last 14 days.

“This has resulted in 569 arrests
for drugs, and 13 per cent of the mur-
ders last year were as a result of drugs,
so they’re paying particular attention
to that; over gang turf; possession of
army-type camouflage — that is what
they use in some home invasions to
mislead the occupants that it’s police
and soldiers coming; shooting and rob-
bery; firearms and ammunition; as-
saulting police officers; gang activities;
larceny.”

He said there were 137 people in
custody, as of the 569 arrests, some
would have been charged and released.

“Even though you arrest, you
charge, they go about their normal
business and you maintain your focus
on the gang operators to deal with the
gang problem.”

Hinds said 3,915 searches had
been done, with 32 firearms, 1,030
rounds of assorted ammunition, co-
caine and different types of marijuana
being seized.

“Kush marijuana, which sells at
$25,000 a kilogramme, and creepy
marijuana from Colombia, which sells
at $27,000 a kilogramme and sells at
$250 per gramme on the street. If that
gets into the prisons, they sell it by the
pinch at $200, so you can imagine the
kind of money that turns over in the
prisons?”

He said the traffic police had done
571 traffic operations and detected and

charged people for 1,470 traffic of-
fences, with 621 patrols being done by
the highway patrols.

Hinds said there had been 577
murders in 2023 and 624 in 2024.

“In 2023, 261 of those 577 mur-
ders, or 45 per cent, were classified by
the police as gang-related, and in 2024,
273 of the 624 murders, or 44 per cent,
were classified as gang-related. The
gangs therefore contribute the largest
single variable to the murder figure on
an annual basis. This SoE is targeted to
deal with that.

“As the Prime Minister said, 93 of
the murders last year were double,
triple, quadruple and quintuple. What
do we do again, do we wait? We’ve
heard of the reprisals, we’ve done the
SoE. Do we wait to get ten at a time?”

Hinds said the 12 murders this
year had been classified: five as gang-
related, one as domestic, three as rob-
beries gone bad and three unknown.

He said different types of crime require
different types of policing.

He said there has been an 83 per
cent drop in shootings and woundings,
with four for the year to date in 2025
compared to 23 in 2024. He said there
has been a 75 per cent drop in rob-
beries, with 17 year-to-date in 2025
compared to 67 in 2024. There has
been a 59 per cent drop in larceny of
motor vehicles, with 11 year-to-date
compared to 27 in 2024.

He said the public seems to be in
full support of the SoE, other than the
Opposition Leader and her followers.

Hinds called on the population to
call the police if they saw someone or
something suspicious in their areas.

Opposition MP Dr Roodal Mooni-
lal said the penalties imposed on peo-
ple under the SoE can already be found
under existing laws.

He said the state of emergency
was being used for political gain.
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2025 Caribbean Premier League set
for August 14-September 21

The 2025 Republic Bank
Caribbean Premier League (CPL)
bowls off on August 14 and ends on
September 21.

This window has been agreed be-
tween CPL and Cricket West Indies
(CWI) and once again, there will be no
clash with West Indies international
matches.

A January 10 CPL statement con-
firmed the six competing teams for the
2025 season will be defending champi-
ons St Lucia Kings, Antigua and Bar-
buda Falcons, Barbados Royals,
Guyana Amazon Warriors, St Kitts and
Nevis Patriots and Trinbago Knight
Riders.

The teams will compete across 34
matches for the coveted crown.

Pete Russell, CEO of the Republic

Bank CPL, said: “We are pleased to
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CPL COO Pete Russell
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have once again worked with CWI to

find a window that allows the very best
players from across the region to take
part in the CPL. The 2024 season was
our most successful to date and we are
looking forward to building on that
success in 2025.”

Lynford Inverary, CWI acting
CEO and chief operating officer, , said,
“We are delighted to confirm the 2025
CPL window. While CWI continues to
take a leading role in shaping our over-
all cricket calendar, the CPL remains a
key part of our cricketing ecosystem,
playing an important role in the devel-
opment and promotion of the game
throughout the Caribbean. Our collabo-
ration with CPL ensures that the best
talent will be on display while avoiding
any conflicts with international
cricket.”

WI players urged to make use of practice match

WEST Indies batting coach Jimmy
Adams said the three-day practice
match leading up to the Test series
against Pakistan is integral to the
team’s preparation, saying it is not “just
a warm-up.”

West Indies are preparing for a
two-match Test series against Pakistan,
which will be contested at the Multan
Cricket Stadium in Multan, Pakistan
starting on January 17.

Prior to the Test series, West In-
dies will play a three-day match against
Pakistan Shaheens from January 10 in
Islamabad from 12.30 am, TT time.

Discussing the value of the prac-
tice match, Adams told Cricket West
Indies media, “I would not say just (a
warm up). It is a very important part of
the build-up. It will give (us) time
against quality opposition and quality
time in the middle is what we need
going into that first Test match, so
hopefully we make use of the team we
are playing against and the surface that
they have prepared here for us.”

Pakistan.

-
A practice session ahead_of

Adams is pleased with the venues
made available for the West Indies in

“The conditions are really excel-

lent for cricket.

West Indies’ first Test against Pakistan

“The weather here is really good,
it is not too cold, not too hot. The facil-
ities that they have given us here have

been excellent. The guys have had
everything at their disposal — good sur-
faces, enough practice bowlers - and
they have been putting in the time and
the intensity has been really good.

“At the end of the day, I think they
have gotten exactly what they would
have wanted and it is now for us to
make use of the three-day practice
game going into the first Test match.”

The mindset heading into the se-
ries is to not overcomplicate the prepa-
rations.

“All the players would be working
on individual (skills)...in terms of our
team focus it is more just making sure
we have the basics covered,” Adams
said.

“The plan generally is to ensure
that we can do basics for longer than
any team we play against and therefore
making sure that after a long flight and
a couple days of rest that they are ready
on getting the basics put to bed and be
ready to execute those basics come to-
morrow (January 10).”

Alick Athanaze hits fifty in drawn WI tour match

ISLAMABAD: Alick Athanaze and Tevin Imlach
both got useful knocks as the West Indies’ three-day
tour match against the Pakistan Shaheens predictably
ended in a draw here on Sunday.

Athanaze scored 58, his second half century of
the match, and Imlach added 57, as the Windies de-
clared their second innings on 177 for five, an overall
lead of 311.

Mohammad Musa Khan was the pick of the Sha-
heens’ bowlers with 2-5 while Ali Raza took 2-32.

Mohammad Huraria then cracked a run-a-ball 80

and Umar Bin Yousaf chipped in with 25 and the Sha-
heens ended on 128 for two.

Jomel Warrican grabbed 2-23 for the Windies.

Earlier, the Shaheens declared on their overnight
total of 212 for nine to give the visitors a first innings
lead of 136.

Scores: WEST INDIES 346-8 dec’d & 177-5
dec’d (Alick Athanaze 58, Tevin Imlach 57; Moham-
mad Musa Khan 2-5, Ali Raza 2-32) vs PAKISTAN
SHAHEENS 212-9 & 128-2 (Mohammad Huraria 80,
Umar Bin Yousaf 25; Jomel Warrican 2-23).

West Indies cricketer Alick Athanaze
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Special Offers Effective: Friday Jan.17, To Thursday Jan.23, 2025.
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IS IN BUSINESS OVER 40 YEARS

We can sell your property for the A Complete Real
best price on the market Estate Service:
* PROPERTY MANAGEMENT g g:I’I,ii:gg
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Guyana offers a distinct experience for the tourism market

“Our vision is clear: To ensure that every new hotel is
filled with visitors drawn by the vibrant culture and
sporting events we offer,”- H.E. Dr Irfaan Ali,
President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana

USE ONLY OFFICIALLY LICENSED
TOURISM BUSINESSES AND GUIDES

The Guyana Tourism Authority is issuing an urgent reminder to book tour experiences
exclusively with licensed tourism operators when visiting Guyana.

A complete list of officially licensed businesses is available on the
Guyana Tourism Authority's Facebook page.

For further inquiries, please contact the Authority via email at
info@guyanatourism.com or WhatsApp at +592 638 5128.

&oecmned]

with your roots!

This year, experience the vibrant Mashramani
celebrations, the Rupununi Rodeo, Bartica
Regatta, and the fun-filled Easter traditicns that

make our homeland so unigque. 3
Reconnect with the warmth, culture, and beauty
of Guyana—there's no place like home,

TAKING CARE OF CLINICAL SERVICES OFFERED:
All Your Dental Needs O Testh Whitsning

O Lasér Dentistry
Dentists: Dr. Clive R. Jagan, Dr. Shane A. Jagan, O Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. Kyle V. Jagan, Dr. lan N, Jagan O Implantology (Implants)

We at JDC have one objective in mind: To make sure you get O Endodontics (Rootcanats)
the prefessional and persanal attention you desorve. O Prosthodontics (Dentures,
So be ready for a relaoed and pain free dental expedence. Crown & Bridge, Veneers, et

11 Lamaha and Light Streets, O Pedodontics (Kiddy Dentistry)
lown, Guyana O Perindontics (Gum Surgeries, Deep
Tek: (S92) 226-0400 Scaling, De-pigmentation, etc.)

g-mail; infoiffagandentalcentre.com e LB
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